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READY R E F E R E N C E
DON'T BLAME THE CARRIER
FOR LATE DELIVERY
Today's late delivery is not the
fault of your Observer carrier. •
Due to technical difficulties, we
were unable to get the newspaper
out on time.

Newspaper classified sections
are available at the Reference
Desk
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in shooting
Girlfriend and her children not hurt
BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland police were searching
Wednesday afternoon for a gunman
accused of opening fire on a van occupied by his girlfriend and their two
children.
No one was injured.
Authorities sought help Wednesday
finding 24-year-old Charles Edward
Withers, described as a 5-foot-ll, 170pound black male with brown hair,

dark eyes and a dark complexion.
Withers was last seen wearing a
dark shirt and light colored pants.
Police Chief Daniel Pfannes urged
anyone with information to call the
Westland Police Department at (734)
722-9600 or Michigan Crime
Stoppers at (800) 773-2587.
Withers was being sought following
an incident that Pfannes said started
about 2 a.m. on Belding Court, near
Glenwood and Venoy in the city's
Norwayne neighborhood.

Police received reports of shots
being fired in the 33000 block of
Belding.
"Upon arrival, officers investigated
the matter and discovered that a
domestic dispute resulted in the male
partner firing several shots from a
long gun into a van that was occupied
by his girlfriend and their children,"
Pfannes said in a statement he issued
Wednesday afternoon.
The woman was inside the van with
two children, including a 1-year-old
girl and a 2-year-old boy. All three
victims escaped injury.
Police surrounded the home and
ultimately made their way inside, but

they didn't find the suspect.
"A subsequent search of the home
revealed that the male suspect had
fled the scene with his long gun, prior
to the arrival of police" Pfannes said.
As a precautionary measure,
Wayne-Westland Community Schools
officials closed two buildings close to
the area - Adams Middle School and
Lincoln Elementary School.
Officials closed the schools for the
day. Some students who didn't get
word of the closings were allowed
inside the school untiltheir parents
or guardians could be notified to pick
them up, according to the district's
administration office.

The new BP
gas station at
the corner of
Wayne and
Warren Road
has had long
lines as
customers
this week as
people line up
to fill up their
gas tanks at
$1.99 per
gallon.

Teachers had met at Wayne
Memorial High School until they
received permission to go to Adams
and Lincoln.
The incident came just four days
after Wayne-Westland officials had a
lockdown at Franklin Middle School
and Roosevelt Elementary.
Students had to stay inside those
buildings amid reports of a potentially threatening situation involving a
parent.
In that incident, no real threat ever
materialized, Deputy Superintendent
Charlotte Sherman said.
dc!em®oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2110

Ex-director warns
of problem wi
BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland city leaders will
need to come up with millions
of dollars to pay rising health
care costs for city retirees, a
former official warned
Monday.
"It's a big issue," said Kent
Herbert, former city budget,
finance and personnel director.
"It's millions of dollars."
Herbert's warning came as
the Westland City Council held

a public hearing on Mayor
Sandra Cicirelli's newly proposed, $56 million general
budget.
Herbert gave city leaders a
financial analysis of the,problem and indicated that iMifee ,
health care costs will increase
by millions of dollars in coming years.
- • .,
City officials should start
addressing the problem now to
avert a financial crisis, he said.
PLEASE SEE COSTS, A8

Seniors warm up to
Health & Fitness Day
BY DARRELL CLEM '
STAFF WRITER

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER*

Lines have spilled out on to the roads as motorists have lined up. at the BP gas station at Wayne and Warren where gas has been selling for $1.99
per gallon this week. Among those at the pump Tuesday was Nathan Beard of Westland who was filling up girlfriend Angela Starachan's car. It was
the second time Starachan had been by the station in hopes of getting gas. The price has been so good that the station was at three days and
counting for being listed on WDIV-TV's Channel 4 'Prices to Drive For.'

Markarian, Lessard
retain seats in Livonia
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

The Livonia Public
Schools Board of Education
will look unchanged come
July 1. Both incumbent candidates, Cynthia Markarian
and Daniel Lessard, were
top vote-getters in Tuesday's
election.

. F o r Home
Delivery call:
(866) 887-2737

Markarian, who was
appointed to fill a vacancy
last spring, earned the most
votes at 3,169. On
Wednesday afternoon, she
said she didn't think the
reality of it had sunk in.
"I'm happy the board will
(remain) whole " she said.
PLEASE SEE SEATS, A5

Few residents cast
votes in Westland
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

After handling her first
school election, Westland City
Clerk Eileen DeHart is ready to
press for a change in the state's
new election consolidation law.
DeHart would like the deadline filing as a write-in candi-

) The Observer
& Eccentric
Newspapers

date moved from the Friday
before the election to three
weeks earlier, giving clerks the
ability to cancel an election if
the races are uncontested.
Her decision to lobby Lansing
for the change comes on the
heels of Tuesday's WaynePtEASE SEE VOTES, A6
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Hundreds of Westland senior citizens are expected to celebrate staying healthy as the
city joins a national campaign
that encourages older
Americans to stay fit.
Marlene Manke, 68, will be
among a projected crowd of
200-300 seniors celebrating
National Senior Health &
Fitness Day at the city's
Friendship Center.
"It's always a good time,"
Manke said.
Seniors will gather at the
center, on Newburgh south of
Ford, about 9 a.m. Friday, May
2f0. They'll start with warm-up
exercises before departing for a
two-mile walk to and from
Thomas H. Brown Central City
Park.
; "It's a really nice walk,"
Manke said. "It's not really that
har,d, and it's nice to take a
walk like that in the morning."
Seniors who can't make the
walk will participate in chairbased exercises led by personal
trainer Dorice Moylan.
Seniors also will receive free

screenings for blood pressure,
diabetes and osteoporosis,
Friendship Center Director
Peggy Ellenwood said.
They will be able to talk with
eye doctors, podiatrists, senior
housing representatives and
others who will be on hand to
provide services.
Manke said seniors who participate in line-dancing and
Jazzercise classes at the center
also will be showing their commitment to health and fitness.
"There's always a lot of seniors who are familiar with the
senior center that participate,"
she said; "We all show up."
Even before Manke joined
National Senior health &
Fitness Day, her late parents,
John and Helen Hickey of
Westland; used to participate.
Senior center members will
be asked to pay $5 to defray
costs; .nonmembers, $7. But,
they'll also be served a healthful lunch, Ellenwood said.
Seniors who want to buy
National Health & Fitness Day
T-shirts may do so for $6.
For more information, call
the center at (734) 722-7632.
dclem@oe.homecomm.net \ (734) 953-2110 '
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Growth sends repair shop packing to new location
BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER
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Randy Ryan, born and
raised in Plymouth, recently
moved into a house in
Westland.
But his heart — and his
business — are still right at
home in Plymouth.
Ryan, who attended
Plymouth Canton High School,
last month moved his small
engine repair shop, Ryan's
Small Engine Repair, out of
the famih/ garage and into a
new 1,600-square-foot space
oh Joy Road across from Mettetal Airport.
Ryan, who established the
business at home in 2001, said
the move was necessary
because business was getting
too good to stay where it was.
"We outgrew the garage"
said Ryan, who runs the place
with his mom, Pam. "On any
given day, we'd have two or
three customers fighting to get
in. And now we're selling parts
... so we had to take the next
step."
The shop specializes in the
repair of all lawn and snow
equipment.
In the last couple of years,
Ryan has gone to trade school
to become a certified auto
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mechanic. He's also completed
training on Honda engines,
and the store is a popular
Tecumseh outlet.
Ryan provides customers
with free estimates, and customers aren't required to dish
out any up-front cash. If Ryan
can't fix the problem, he doesn't charge the customer anything.
The shop's biggest business
comes in the form of tune-ups,
but Ryan can also do major
overhauls of small engines.
The shop has also added a line-
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up that includes batteries and
a variety of accessories since
moving into the new location.
"This location gives us large
shop-room," said Ryan, who
pointed out that a 50-job week
isn't out of the ordinary. "It
gave us the opportunity to
expand and help our customers."
Ryan's uncle owns a gravel
hauling business, so he's been
around large trucks and small
engines most of his life, he
Pam Ryan's whole family

Randy Ryan, owner and technician of Ryan's Small Engine Repair in Plymouth, stands in his new workshop, which is
much bigger than the garage in which the business started.

lives in the area, so when the
family was talking about opening a business, Plymouth
seemed like the natural place.
"Why leave?" said Pam Ryan,
who serves as the shop's parts
manager. "I grew up in a family business. My dad owned a
garbage business, my sister
owns her own business. It's
nice being together. We have
tons of family here."
Ryan also likes the fact it's a
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Eilisha Sambrone, 9, of Canton visits with Brian Patrick
Keating o f the Wayne County Sheriff's Department and a
friend during WalkAmerica. She attended with her mother,
Anna. "We all enjoyed a wonderful 'rain passed our event
by' day," Anna said. " I couldn't have asked for a better
experience. It was my sister's (Frances Yousif) seventh
year walk, my fourth... and I finally did t h e whole six
miles."

the encouragement of President Franklin
Delano Roosevelt who asked people to send in
dimes to fight polio, Koch added.

notwithstanding, spring has
arrived and Ryan said he
expects business to pick up
quickly.
"We're approaching the busy
season" he said. "People are
thinking about spring cleanup,
and realizing that lawn mower
isn't working like maybe it did
last summer."
bkadrich@>oe.homecomm.fiet
(734) 459-2700

Westland Mayor Sandra
Cicirelli recognized volunteers
from Community Hospice
recently during the hospice's .
National Volunteer Week
appreciation luncheon. The
Mayor praised those in attendance for their dedication and
compassion in assisting terminally ill patients and their families.
Volunteer Marion Lyman
was presented with the Light of
Hospice Award for exemplifying the hospice mission to provide the best possible quality of
life for patients.
Lyman, a hairdresser, has
been helping hospice patients
since 1987- She travels to
homes, hospitals and nursing
homes volunteering her time,
talents, and supplies to hospice
patients, giving them shampoos, hair cuts, perms arid,
manicures.
Cicirelli emphasized the
importance of Lyman's contributions along with those of the
many volunteers who give of
themselves every day in organizations across the state.
The mayor noted that the
role of the volunteer is growing
increasingly important to the
daily operations of municipal,
governmental and non-profit
organizations.
Community Hospice is currently seeking volunteers fora
variety of patient and nonpatient-related opportunities.
For more information, call
(800) 444-0425 or send an email inquiry to
community @chpc.info.

The following programs are offered
through the Westland Parks and
Recreation Department at the Bailey
Recreation Center, 36651 Ford Road.
For more information, call (734) 722-'
7620. .

Mother's

CHILDREN'S CUSSES

A Pair of

to the First 800 Customers.
Starts April 29,

27207 Plymouth Rood, Redford.
313-533-0300

f
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SUCCeSS Hospice
volunteer
wins Light
Award

BY JULIE BROWN
STATF WRITER

Rolland Walt, who celebrated his 80th birthday a while back, isn't one to miss the March of
Dimes WalkAmerica.
"He has walked for 32 years," event coordinator Katie Koch said of the annual event. "He
walked the whole six miles."
"I was thankful to have three normal children," said Walt, a Farmington Hills resident
and semi-retired business broker. He recalled
the early days of stores collecting dimes for the
March of Dimes.
The March of Dimes holds WalkAmerica
events in the spring, with 33 in the state and
four in metro Detroit'this past weekend. The
local walk started at Nankin Mills in Westland
and continued along Hines Drive through
Livonia just past Newburgh Road, where walkers turned and came back.
"We didn't have any rain," said Koch, a
Redford resident. "I was so happy."
About 2,500 walkers were at the Hines event,
up from previous years. This is the 35th year for
the event, the March of Dimes' largest yearly
fund-raiser.
"We had a wonderful turnout. It was definitely
a success. We were very pleased" Koch said. The
fund-raising goal locally was $270,000 and
although final figures aren't in organizers are
confident they'll pass it.
The March of Dimes works to help premature
babies and those with birth defects. Koch noted
one in eight babies is born prematurely.
"We want people to be aware."
She has a cousin, now in his early 20s and
doing well, who was born at one pound and
eight ounces.
Other walks were held over the weekend at
Hart Plaza in Detroit, the Troy Civic Center, and
Metro Beach in Macomb County. Additional
information is available at marchofdimes.com
on the Web or at (248) 359-1550.
Walt recalled taking a bus into Detroit, and
walking on Belle Isle, through downtown and by
Tiger Stadium for the March of Dimes in earlier
times. "We've helped a lot of people over the
years," said Walt, who walked this year with
daughter and son-in-law Benn and Judy Perry.
"Beautiful. Perfect weather. It couldn't have
been nicer."
He's raised $500-$l,000 a year for the cause.
Walt walks outdoors three-four miles at least
three to five times a week.
The March of Dimes started in 1938 under

two-person operation, with
him serving as the primary
mechanic, because it gives his
customers the chance to deal
directly with the person doing
the work.
"All of my customers deal
one-on-one with the owner," he
said. "If there are questions or
problems, they know who
worked on it, and }'ou get the
right answers the first time."
This week's snowstorm
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23400 Allen Rood, Woodhaven.
734-676-7301

Karate
Discover the Shotokan style of karate
with instructor Tony Valvona. Learn a
form of self-defense that helps build
self-confident and self-discipline while
improving fitness, coordination and
flexibility. For additional information,
call Valvona at (248) 348-8752
CJasses^r^vaUab^fofsrEjp^wornen, {
ahd"chfldren;age$fi-'ar]d'.iirj:"C6urses "
are on-going, beginning the first
Wednesday of every month and meeting 5:30-6:30 p.m. every Wednesday
Cost is $75 for residents per quarter
(three months) and $78 for non-residents per quarter, payable to City of
Westland. There also is a $25 First Year
Club Registration, payable to Tony
Valvona. Uniforms are free .to new
beginners only (all sizes in stock)
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'... fantastic,
1
wonderful
Wayne Memorial plays host to
BYU Singers for May 18 concert
BY SUE MASON

STAFF WRITER

When the Brigham Young
University Orchestra European
tour was canceled following
9/11, managers began looking
for venues for a stateside tour.
They noticed that Wayne
Memorial High School had an
auditorium and asked if the
school woulcUbe interested in
hosting the orchestra for a performance.
Six hundred people attended
the 2002 concert, and organizers "felt good about that" Now
they're hoping to fill the almost
900-seat Norman Stockmeyer
Auditorium for a May 18 concert by the Brigham Young
University Singers.
"It's a great opportunity to
have an event shine a light on
our district" said Matthew
Diroff. "To be on the list of destinations with Washington,
D.C., and Boston is pretty spe-cial."
Diroff and Howard Mehler,
music teachers at Wayne
Memorial High School, are the
point men for the choir's visit
and are working with parents
and students in getting the
word out about the concert
and to gather community sup-

port to help pay the $2,000
cost.
The BYU Singers group has
been on tour since mid-April,
making stops in the nation's
Capitol, historic Boston and
Providence, R.I. Its performance in Wayne is its second to
last show before ending the
tour in Lansing on May 19.
As with the orchestra's visit
in 2002, BYU approached the
school about hosting the
singers.
The school "jumped at the
chance" and with more than
three months to plan, organizers are hoping to fill the auditorium.
"Ideally, to have a university
contact you because it wants to
use your facility is a unique
opportunity," said Diroff. "But
the planning reminds me of
the planning they have to do
on the "Apprentice." There's so
many things that go into hosting this group."
The Brigham Young
University Singers' repertoire
is rooted in the classic choral
tradition, but extends to pieces
from almost every musical
period and style, such as folk
songs, spirituals and musical
theater hits.
"I think there's a thought

that this is a religious event,
but we're trying to make people understand that it's an allencompassing concert," Diroff
said.
One requirement is
overnight housing. Working
with the Mormon church in
the area, the school has found
host families for the group
which includes 21 male and 21
female singers.
They've been enormously
helpful," said Diroff. "They
talked directly with BYU and
are taking care of the housing.
That's a huge load off us."
Plans also are being finalized
for a catered dinner that will
be served in the school cafeteria which will be decorated in
blue, gold and white, the BYU
colors.
Life skills teacher Lisa
Austin's food classes have
taken on the job of providing
snacks after the concert and
bag lunches for the trip to
Lansing.
Organizers also are looking
for a donation of a large
amount of bottled water that
will be available to the chorus
throughout the afternoon and
evening of the performance.
According to Diroff, the
group will arrive at Wayne
High around 2:30 p.m. May
18. The stage, lighting and
sound will be set up before the
singers go into a one-hour •
workshop with the choir students from Wayne and John

The Brigham Young University Singers combine versatility, sound and innovative staging in their performance. The
singers will perform on May 18 at Wayne Memorial High School's Norman Stockmeyer Auditorium.

Glenn high schools.
The BYU Singers and the
choir students are working on
the same piece of music, they'll
perform together and get some
help from the BYU director,"
Diroff said. "It'll be a really
unique experience."
Following the workshop, the
group will do a one-hour
rehearsal, open to the students, followed by the dinner
and performance.
"It's very exciting, the kids
are ecstatic," said Diroff.
Organizers also are reaching
out to the business community
for help. They're looking for
cash donations or advertising

in the program that will be
given out at the performance.
There are three donation levels
- Allegro, $10-$19-99, Vivace,
$20-$49.99, and Presto, $50
or more. Donors will be listed
by category on a large poster in
the auditorium lobby as well as
on an insert in the program.
Advertising costs $25 for a
business card, $50 for a 51/2by-4 1/4-inch ad and $75 for a
5 l/2-by-8 1/2-inch ad.
Donors at the top level for
both will also receive two tickets to the concert.
"For us, all we want to do is
break even," said Diroff.
Ads should be camera ready

and must be received by no
later than 3 p.m. Friday, May
13. They can be e-mailed to
Diroff at diroffm@wwcsd.net
or dropped off at the high
school, 3001 Fourth St. at
Glenwood in Wayne.
Ticket prices are $10 per
adult and $5 per student and
$8 for adults and $4 for students for groups of 20 who
reserve by May 8. Tickets are
available through Matthew
Diroff at (734) 419-2244 or
diroffm@wwcsd.net) and
Howard Mehler at (734) 4192245 or mehlerh@wwcsd.net.
smason@oe.homecomm.net I (734)953-2112

LIVONIA FAMILY PHYSICIANS, P.C.
is here for

YOU!

May 1, we will begin our office hours at 7:00 am.
If you became ill during the night or need an
appointment before work - we are here for you!
We are here to provide diagnostic testing such as EKG, X-rays,
PFT, ultrasounds, echocardiograms, bone densities, sigmoidoscopies and lab work on site to
make your visit as convenient as possible. We participate in
most managed care insurance plans including BCN, HAP & MCare.
In addition to testing, we provide preventive care such as well
child visits, immunizations and female health care.
These services are here for you, your family and friends and
of course we accept new patients.
Our providers are on staff at Botsford General Hospital, St. Mary's Hospital, Garden City
Hospital, Oakwood Hospital main,AnnapoIis Hospital,
Heritage Hospital and Sinai Grace Hospital.
We have numerous resources available for geriatric services
and can advise you in most situations regarding care for our elderly.

(734) 464-9540

Now Open in Canton!

Brand New Luxury Assisted Living
Licensed Assisted Living

# Memory Care Living

*• Respite Care

is t h e n u m b e r t o call.
Our providers are available Monday-Thursday 7am - 8pm
Friday 7-5 and Saturday 8-3
Thomas L. Selznick, D.O. J.Adam Kellman, D.O.
Paul D.Jackson, D.O.
Harold M. Friedman, D.O.
Barbara Bergeski,P.A.-C. Stuart Nathan, P.A.-C.
Carole VanDyke, P.A.-C. JoAnn VanOast, PA.-C.
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Get pet grooming,
or try 'Cheeburger'
DOG DAYS
Jenny Robertson always '
wished she could bring her dogs
- Oreo and Miss Ivory - to work
with her. Now that she's opened
.anew business, Miy Dog's
Groomer in Canton, she does
just that.
Robertson, a Plymouth
Township resident, attended
dog-grooming
school two years
ago with the
intention" of
someday opening her own
busings&rOnce
the right location became
available in
January, she
made the move.
Robertson hosted a grand
opening last week. She
describes the business as a
"clean, non-smoking shop."
Dogs are groomed one at a time
so the pets don't sit around the
shop all day.
My Dog's Groomer takes
walk-ins and appointments, and
tours are available to anyone
interested in learning more.
Robertson's is a one-woman
operation, which she believes
provides the best service to her
customers. They talk directly
with her. And she enjoys the
work. "It's hard to have a bad
day here," she said.
Grooming services are all
inclusive, and priced based on
the size of the pet. All dogs are
treated to a hydro massage.
Grooming for small dogs costs
about $33, while medium-sized
dogs are $40~$45 and large
dogs may cost $55-$60,
depending on their coat condition. Pups can return between
groomings for a quick nail trimming, for $5-$7- Deep conditioning and shedless treatments
are available. My Dog's Groomer
is at 4000 Lilley Road, in a strip
mall on the east side, just south
of Ford Road in Canton. Hours
are 8:30. a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Monday-Saturday. Evening
appointments available upon
request. Call (734) 844-8280.

EXTRA CHEESE
Cheeburger, Cheeburger, a

Florida-based restaurant chain,
is looking to open its first
restaurant in Michigan at the
College Park development on
Haggerty, north of Six Mile in
Uvonia.
The full-service, 1950s-style
hamburger restaurant has locations in 14 states. A Canton couple, Brian and Laura Switalski,
plans to open the 3,300-squarefoot restaurant
in a strip center
which is already
home to Caribou
Coffee and Cold
Stone Creamery.
Laura
Switalski said
her husband has
always wanted
to open this
restaurant since eating at the
Naples, Fta. location. They've
decided to go ahead with it, here
in Livonia. "We liked the decor;
it's bright neon pink," she said,
"the family atmosphere. We
loved the milkshakes. We liked
the burgers."
The Switalski's have been
working to open Cheeburger
Cheeburger since last fall, when
they found the potential site.
Plans call for 123 seats for
inside dining and 24 seats for
those who want to eat outside.
Food is fresh and made-toorder at this sit-down establishment, said Laura Switalski. A
milkshake bar will be featured,
along with 82 flavors of milkshakes. Diners can enjoy trivia
cards while waiting on their
meal. And those with the
biggest appetite, for the 1-pound
burger, might find their picture
on the restaurant's wall of fame.
The Livonia Planning
Commission will vote on these
plans on Tuesday, May 10.
Pending approval, the restaurant would take about 90 days
to construct. Cheeburger
Cheeburger's potential location
would be 17398 Haggerty Road.
Hours are planned to be 11 a.m.
to 9 p.m. daily. Switalski said
they will be seeking a restaurant
manager. Those interested in
more information may send email to
livonia@ cheeburger.com.
Staff Writer Dan West contributed to
this report.

RONALD POMKEY

The Snorjgrass family was riding in this Ford Taurus when it was hit by a Dodge Dakota truck Sunday night at Merriman and Plymouth.

Car crash kills woman, 46
ribs and was released
Tuesday from Botsford
Hospital in Farmington
Hills. Donald Snodgrass,
a student at Stevenson
High School, suffered
cuts to the head. He was
released Monday from
Mott Children's Hospital
in Ann Arbor.
Christopher
Snodgrass, who had surgery to remove glass
from ^s s^nj w a s s t m a t

Mourning family
faces hospital bills
insurance
8Y DAN WEST
STAFF WRITER

A Livonia family is grieving the loss
of their wife and mother and facing
massive medical bills required to treat
the injuries they suffered in a two-car
crash Sunday.
Denise Marie Snodgrass, 46, was
driving her husband, Douglas, her 16year-old stepson, Donald, and 4-yearold son, Christopher, to dinner at 8:40
p.m. As the family's Ford Taurus was
turning left from southbound
Merriman to eastbound Plymouth, it
was struck in on the driver's side by a
Dodge Dakota moving west on
Plymouth, driven by Jason Akker, 21, of
Waterford.
All five people involved in the crash
were taken to hospitals. Denise
Snodgrass was pronounced dead at St.
Mary Mercy Hospital.
Douglas Snodgrass suffered broken

Snodgrass

Mott Children's Hospital on
Wednesday. His grandfather, Ivan Love,
said Christopher was expected to be
released soon.
Akker was treated at Botsford
Hospital and released Sunday evening.
Lt. Greg Winn said the accident was
still under investigation Wednesday as
police continued to interview eyewitnesses to try to figure out who was at
fault in the crash.
Denise Snodgrass worked part time
at Metro Airport for Northwest
Airlines.
The Churchill High School graduate
loved dogs and was a volunteer who
brought her dogs to visit residents staying at assisted living facilities.
"She had five chihuahuas of her own

A SALE THIS GREAT
CAN'T LAST FOREVER!

c

BUY THURSV FRI. 10-9, SAT. 10-6 & SUN. 12-5

i

' i

and she loved playing with them," said
Love, her father.
She also volunteered her time as a
grief counselor with Ward Presbyterian
Church.
Snodgrass is also survived by her parents, Ivan and Dorothy Love, who have
lived in Livonia for 41 years. She is also
survived by her 23-year-old son from a
previous marriage, Jeffrey Swiger of
Lincoln Park; a sister, Colleen Blaisdell
of Redford; a brother, Michael Love of
Redford; two nieces and a nephew.
Visitation will take place from noon
to 9 p.m. today, May 5, at the Fred
Wood Funeral Home on Five Mile, just
east of Levan. The funeral will take
place at 11 a.m. Friday.
Since Denise worked part time and
Douglas worked as a contracted robotics programmer without benefits, Love
said the family does not have health
insurance and must pay for the hospital
treatment Douglas, Donald and
Christopher received. Love said the
family is looking for help.
Anyone interested in making a donation the family can send them to the
Fred Wood Funeral Home. For more
information, call the funeral home at
(734) 464-8060.
dwest@oe.homecomm.net \ (734) 953-2109
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9:00 a.m. Forever Fit for
Seniors
10:00 a.m. Lunchtime Line
Dancing with Bill Peterson
* 10:50 a.m. Strength
Training for Seniors
m H:30 a.m. Hatha Yoga and
Back Care
• Come for breakfast or
lunch! Henry's Cafeteria in
the VistaTech Center
Breakfast: 8:00 -10:00 a.m.
Lunch:10a.m. -1:30 p.m.
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Sofa & Chair ,
Retail $4318

*

12 Months
Financing
Available

Curio/Bookcase
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Retail $1419

I Jazz singer Barbara Ware
I CarTune Characters
Strolling Barber Shop
Quartet—They specialize
in songs about cars!

Schoolcraft College

Observer fy&itmitit

*We a r e required b y l a w t o s h o w a n d collect a sales tax, butW a l k e r / B u i e n b e r g w i l l
discount t h e m e r c h a n d i s e b y a n a m o u n t equal t o your sales t a x !

ALL ITEMS SUBJECT TO PRIOR SALE • ALL SALES FINAL

:*°

ofl*

NEWSPAPERS
OE0S319S60.EPS

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD

PLACES AND FACES

•www.hometownlife.com

Garage sale
It's like having more than 80
garage sal^s aft infeesame -,
place at thfe sai^eWme. The <
Westjand 6ommj«uty garage
sale will take pla^e\& a^ni. to 4
p.m. Saturday in t % parking lot
west of Westland City Hall,
36601 Ford Road, next to the
Police Department. For further
information, call Margaret
Martin at (734) 722-7620.

Flea.market
^Kehrer PC .w
3323 will sponsoran outdoor
flea market 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, May 21, at its 1055 S.
Wayne Road location. Cost is
$25 per parking space. No food
or beverages may be sold. For
more information, call (734)
812-7978.

Surplus food
The city will distribute surplus federal food 10 a.m. to 2
p.m. Thursday, May 19, at the
Dorsey Community Center, on
Dorsey south of Palmer and
east of Venoy. That distribution
will be for residents north of
Michigan Avenue,
Residents south of Michigan !
should pick up their commodities on the third Monday of
each month at St. James United
Methodist Church, 30055

SEATS
FROM PAGE A1
"That tells us we're doing
something right. I'm really
excited about that."
Because the board will
remain the same, she said, they
will have more time to continue the projects they have
begun. Markarian said she
thinks the school board has "a
nice blend of people" from relative newcomers like herself and
Tom Bailey to those trustees
that have been on the board for
many years. They represent
many different viewpoints, she
said.
Her focus will remain on
school funding and No Child
Left Behind-related issues over
the course of this coming term,
Markarian said.
Lessard, a nine-year veteran
of the board, came in second
with 2,280. "It's exciting that
people have faith in me to vote
for me," said* Lessard, who was
humbled by the support.
"We're playing with $150 odd
million of other people's money
and their kids' education." He
said it makes him feel proud to
be trusted with that duty.
Third place was earned by
Steve King with 1,737 votes. He
was followed in the election by
William C. Fried with 1,602
votes, Frank Kalinski with 742

Annapolis, between Henry Ruff
• 7 p.m. Sunday, May 22, at
and Middlebelt.
the Vermeulen Funeral Home
at 46401W. Ann Arbor Road,
Senior citizens in Taylor
between Sheldon and Beck, in
Towers shotfld contact their
building manager to learn when Plymouth, For more information call (734>459*2250.
to pick up their food.
Food distributed in May will
Each balloon release will
include green beans, mixed
include a-presentation by
fruit, pineapple juice and pud-, iipensed grief counselor Wes
ding. For more information, call Baldwin. - .
(734)595-0366.
Anyone planning to attend is
asked to call ahead because the
Need a pet?
funeral home, in preparation
a
umane
for serving refreshments, would
"'Society
'W^^m^
**
like a head-count.
wulbringits mobile
adoption until to Art Van
Curtain call
Furniture, 8300 N. Wayne
Road, noon to 4 p.m. Sunday,
The City of Wane Arts and
May 15. For more information,
Entertainment Department
call (866)-MHUMANE. For a
Actors Community Theatre will
complete listing of mobile
present Rodgers and
adoption events, go online at
Hammerstein's Cinderella at 8
www.michiganhumane.org.
p.m. Friday-Saturday, May 6-7,
13-14 and 20-21, and 2 p.m. 2
Memorial service
p.m. Sunday, May 8 and 15, at
The Vermeulen Funeral
the State Wayne Theater, 35310
Homes in Plymouth and
Michigan Ave., Wayne. Tickets
Westland will hold two memocost $15 for adults, $13 for sturial balloon release services for
dents and senior citizens and
people to pay tribute to their
$8 for children.
loved ones.
There also will be a Mothers
The services will be:
Day Lunch - Cinderella
• 7 p.m. Thursday, May 19, at Spectacular at noon Sunday,
the Vermeulen Funeral Home
May 8. There will be a full lunch
at 980 N. Newburgh, south of
buffet, served at the Wayne
Ford, in Westland. For more
Community Center, 4635
information call (734) 326Howe, followed by the matinee
1300.
performance of Cinderella at 2

p.m. at the State Wayne
Theater. Tickets are $20 for
adults and $15 for cl|flch*en 12
years and under.-Fackage fees
available. Call (734)$21-7400.

prizes and a filet mignon dinner
and banquet.
The costs is $160 per golfer
or $600 for a foursome.
Sponsorships also are available.
For more information, call Dr.,
Kim Shunkwiler at (734) 7285533, Tom North at (734) 4211300, Todd Blevins at (734)
425-7766 or Capt. Matt O'Neil
at (734) 722-3660.
To register, send a check,
payable to Westland Rotary to
the Rotary Golf Outing,
Shunkwiler Chiropractic Health
Center, 5978 N. Wayne Road,
Westland, MI 48185. Proceeds
will benefit the Salvation Army
and Westland Rotary charities.

Free seminar;
>

<

Kate Ferrett, hospital liaison
for Arbor Hospice*and Home
Care, will speak atyout such
issues as advanced directives in
Convalescent Center.
' *•
Ferrett will discuss such ^topics as what are advance directives, when, is it time to think
about advance directives, who
needs advance directives, what
is the difference between t*
advance directives an$a;Jivmg
will and how to get started.
The seminar is free of charge
and open to the public. Contact
Judy Bianchi at (734) 728-6100
to sign up for this event.

Off and running
North Brothers Ford and the
City of Westland are sponsoring
the seventh annual 5K Fun Run
and Walk Saturday, May 14, for
the benefit of the Karmanos
Cancer Institute.
Runners and walkers collect
donation in advance of the
race/walk which will start at 9
a.m. at the Bailey Recreation
Center. Prizes and recognition
will be awarded to the top three
females and top three males in
seven age groups - ages 1-10,1119, 20-29,30-39,40-49, 50-59,
60 and over.
The pre-registration deadline

Golf outing
The Westland Rotary Club
will hold a Centennial Golf
Celebration Thursday, May 26,
at the Golden Fox at Fox Hills
in Salem Township. The outing
with have a scramble format
and 11 a.m. shotgun start. It
includes 18 holes of golf, lunch
and beverages at the turn, door

is May 7 and T-shirts are guaranteed for all registered by that
date. The registration fee is $12
for students age 18 and under
and $15 for adults. After May 7,
the fee is $18. Registration
starts at 8 a.m. on race day.
For more information, contact Erin Jackson at North
Brothers Ford at (734) 5241232. Registrations can be sent
to her attention at the dealership, 33300 Ford Road,,
Westland, MI 48185. Checks
should be made payable to
North Brothers Ford.

Meet the author
Native Detroiter Richard
Bak, award winning author and
historian, will discuss the history of the Civil War with an
emphasis on Michigan's role
during the tumultuous time
when he speaks at the Wayne
Public Library at 7 p.m.
Thursday, May 26.
Bak has written numerous
books about such subjects as
the city of Detroit, Ty Cobb,
Henry and Edsel Ford,
Abraham Lincoln, Joe Louis,
Lou Gehrig, the Detroit Red
Wings and Tiger Stadium.
There is no charge for the
program, however, seating is
limited, so registration is
required. Call (734) 721-7832.

votes and Christopher
Kaufman, who chose not to
run midway into the election,
with 247 votes,
"We're just going to continue
with what we've been doing,
trying to put financing together," said Lessard of the next
four years. He said he won't
back down until the
Legislature fixes school funding and does "what needs to be
done for the kids."
Supt. Randy Liepa said the
election results show people
are happy with the way things
are going in the district. "I
think it's an opportunity to
continue to move ahead," he
said.
Of the 84,481 registered voters in Livonia Public Schools
district, which also encompasses part of Westland, 6.13 percent cast ballots in the election.
scasola@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2054
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Our 31st Year!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
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Don't your furs deserve
the best protection?
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340 Cold Storage
& Humidity Control

Add a Line
For ONLY

"ir*

$A99

9

Monthly Access
Per Additional Line

Get Unlimited © Calling

0&»» SiW
Itiple G a r m e n t Discount:
SAVE $5 t o $15 Per G a r m e n t
On Storage with C l e a n i n g

on America's Choice 9 " Family SharePlan® $59.99 m o n t h l y access and higher.
All when calling f r o m w i t h i n the America's Choice Coverage Area.

Starting at Just $5.00 monthly access per line

Get Unlimited © Messaging

V&n70nwireless
We never stop working for you*

HEALTH & BUSINESS SEMINAR

W i t h U n l i m i t e d TXT • PIX • FLIX to any other Verizon Wireless customer
from within the National Enhanced Services Coverage Area.

Saturday May 7th, 2005
Registration & Scanning 8-9 AM '
Seminar 9-1PM

,

Embassy Suites Hotel - Livonia, Ml
(I-275 & 7 mile - exit #169 - East Direction)
"Your Complete Plan Total Health and
Healing is with Antioxidants"
-Dr. Lester Packer
The global leader in nutritional science, supplement and
health measurement is coming to Michigan! Come and
learn how you can "Live Better", Longer" and
build a residual income by helping others achieve
measurable results in their health!

FREE ADMISSION AND ANTIOXIDANT
SCAN WITH THIS INVITATION
For more information, caii 248.770.6606

OE08321183

Tree Removers
WE'LL BEAT ANY WRITTEN ESTIMATE

• Tree Removal
• Tree Trimming
• Storm Damage
Repair
• Insurance Work
•Stump Grinding
Tree removal and tree trimming can be
costly...call us so it won't be

Nobody beats our prices* Period*

248.505.5481 • 248.236.9429

Upgrade to America's Most Reliable Wireless NetWork.

1.877.2BUY.VZW

N e w 2yr

Agreement per line required. (Activation fees, taxes, and other charges apply.)*

^ verizonwireless.com

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES
ANN ARBOR
FENTON
17245 Silver Pkwy
2570 Jackson Ave.
(In the'Sear's plaza)
(Next to Blockbuster)
810-629-2733
734-769-1722
Briarwood Mai!
• . FT. GRATIOT
(In Sear's Wing,
U • 4 1 2 9 24th Avenue
Near Center Ct.)
810-385-1231
AUBURN HILLS
GRAND BLANC
. Great Lakes Crossing Mall 12821 S.Saginaw St.
(In Grand Blanc Mali)
248-253-1799
810-606-1700
BRIGHTON
8159 Challis, Suite C
LAKE ORION
(Off Grand River,
2531 S. Lapeer Rd.
(Orion Mall 2 Miles
in front of Target)
N. of the Palace)
810-225-4789
248-393-6800
CANTON
42447 Ford Rd.
NOV)
. (Corner of Ford & Lilley
43025 12 Mile Rd.
Rds., Canton Corners)
(Twelve Oaks Service Dr.,
734-844-0481
North of Sear's)
248-305-6600
DEARBOHN
-;24417 Ford Rd.
Twelve Oaks' Mall
' (Just West of Telegraph)
(Lower level play area)
313-278-4491
PONTIAC/WATERFOHD
Fairlane Mall
454 Telegraph Rd.
(3rd Floor Next to Sear's) (Across from
Summit Place Mall)
313-441-0168
248-335-9900
DETROIT
14126 Woodward
ROCHESTER HILLS
(Model T Plaza)
3035 S. Rochester Rd.
313-869-7392
(At Auburn Rd.}
FARMINGTON HILLS
248-853-0550 •
31011 Orchard Lake Rd.
(S.W. Corner of Orchard
Lake R d . & 14 Mile Rd.)
248-538-9900

©

See store f o r Return/Exchange Policy.

ROYAL OAK
31921 Woodward Ave.

248-549-4177
ST. CLAIR SHORES
26401 Harper Ave.
(At 10 1/2 Mile) t
586-777-4010
SOUTHFIELD
28117 Telegraph Rd.
(South of 12 Mile Rd.)
248-358-3700
STERLING HEIGHTS
45111 Park Ave.
{M-59 & M-53,
Utica Park Plaza)
586-997-6500
Lakeside Mall
(Lower Ct. play area)
TAYLOR
23495 Eureka Rd.
(Across from
Southland Mall)
734-287-1770
TROY
1913 E. Big Beaver Rd.
(Troy Sports Center)
248-526-0040
•Oakland Mail
(inside Main Entrance,
next to Food Court)

AUTHORIZED RETAILERS Equipment prices &returnpolicy vary by. location.
WESTUND
35105 Warren Rd.
(S.W. Comer of Warren
& Wayne Rds.)
734-722-7330
WAL-MART LOCATIONS
Warren
29240 Van Dyke
586-751-0747
OR VISIT THE VERIZON
WIRELESS STORE
AT CIRCUIT CITY
ANN ARBOR
AUBURN HILLS
BRIGHTON
DEARBORN
HARPER WOODS
LAKESIDE

TAYLOR

THOY
WESTLAND

ROSEVILLE

PROUD SPONSOR OF
THE DETROIT PISTONS
Free Handset Software Upgrade!

" O O G O <2ffi>
BUSINESS CUSTOMERS,
PLEASE CALL
1,866,899.2862

Authorized Retailers may impose additional equipment related charges, including cancellation fees.
FEBNDALE
ROYAL OAK
Ann Arbor Wireless
Communications USA
Fusion Communications
734-327-5100
248-542-5200
248-549-7700
SOUTHFIELD
BLOOMFIELD HILLS
FT. GRATIOT
Wireless USA
Global Wireless
Wireless Solutions
248-395-2222
1-888-607-1800
810-385-3400
GROSSE POINTE
STERLING HEIGHTS
Authorized Cellular
Auto One Brighton
Authorized Cellular
1-800-VIP-Plus
810-227-2808
1-800-VIP-Plus
Cellular and MorB
HOWELL
SYLVAN LAKE
810-227-7440
Cartronics
Wireless Link
517-548-7705
248-681-1700
Cellular and More
TROY
734-981-7440
Authorized Cellular
The Wireless Shoe
248-458-1111
1-800-VIP-Plus
Communications USA
Herkimer Radio
248-280-6390
Next Wireless734-242-0806
586-573-7599
Cellular Source
Herkimer Too
WESTRtOOMFIELD
734-384-7001
248-360-9400
Global Wireless
MT. CLEMENS
248-681-7200
Wireless Tomorrow
Authorized
Cellular
YPSILMI
248-669-1200 .
1-800-VIP-Plus
Ann Arbor Wireless
Keily Cellular
734-327-5400
313-582-1130
248-476-0077
Diamon Touch
PORT HURON
248-615-1177
810-984-5141
Cellular City
ROCHESTER
•248-848-8800
Cellular Technologies
Fusion Communications
248-299-0008
248-427-9476 .
HOSEVILLE
Authorized Cellular
Cellular and More
1-800-ViP-Plus
810-629-7440
PDFOE0B3230ai

*OurSurchargcs [ind.2.37% Federal Universal Service (varies quarterly^SC Regulatory/fine/mo., & others by area) are nottaxes (detaiEs:1-838-684-1S88); govt taxesand oursurtharges could add 8%to 28% toyour WH. Activation fee/line: $35/1 yr; $15/2 yrs.

£

IfAPORTAHT CONSUMER INFORMATION: Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan, Rebate Form & aedit approval. $175 termination fee/lfne, up to 4SC/min after allowance, other diarges & restrictions. Rebate takes 8-TO weeks. Usage rounded to nett £
full minute. Offers not available everywhere. Max 5 lines, on same account. Network details, coverage Mmetations & maps at verizonwireless.com. Nights 9:01 pm - 5:59 am M-F. While supplies last. Limited time offer. ©2005 Verizon Wireless
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Credit Union marks milestones
^At the same time that Co-op
Services Credit Union is celebrating its 50th year anniversary, it also is recognizing 25
years of service in the
"V^stland community.
p"We opened our first
Westland branch on Wayne
Road in July 1980 and moved
to! our Current location at
35050 Ford Road in October
2001," said Angie Krogol, senior vice president of member
services. "Westland became
our fourth full-service branch."
Kathy Jahn, a long-time
credit union employee, has
served as the Westland branch
manager since May 2004.
, "We have a very loyal membership in Westland," said

Krogol. "When we opened our
current branch, we were greatly able to expand services with
more parking, drive-thru service and a 24-hour drive-up
ATM."
Co-op Services Credit Union
also actively participates in the
Westland community and is a
member of the Westland
Chamber of Commerce. Kathy
Hurt, assistant vice-president
of marketing, serves as an
Ambassador with the
Chamber. In 1995, Co-op
Services Credit Union initiated
a scholarship program for outstanding high school seniors
who are also members. Over
the years, Westland residents
have been among the deserving

students receiving scholarship
awards, ranging from $500 to
$4,000 each. Beginning in
June, Co-op Services Credit
Union will invite members to
enter a drawing for a 42-inch
plasma television that will be
awarded <on the credit union's
anniversary of Nov. 30.
Co-op Services Credit Union
has approximately 43,000
members with branch offices
in Dearborn, Livonia, Walled
Lake, Westland and
Downriver. Members also have
access to any of 23 Family
Service Center shared branches
throughout Michigan.
For more information, visit
www.cscu.org or call (800)
321-8570 toll free.

McCotter bill offers tax credit for
those who hire military veterans
Congressman Thaddeus
McCotter introduced legislation calling on Congress to
amend the Internal Revenue
Code to allow employers an
income tax credit for hiring
combat veterans,
McCotter, R-Livonia, discussed the legislation, entitled
the Veterans' Employment
Transition Support (VETS)
Act, with local veterans and
business owners at a press conference April 19 at Veteran's
Haven in Wayne.
The VETS Act would provide
a one-time credit to employers
against income tax for hiring

www.hometmviUife.com

RUBBISH RULES
City officials have issued the following
guidelines to help local residents.
Transfer site
The city of Westland's rubbish transfer
site, 37137 Marquette, is open now
Saturday, Oct. 29. Hours are 9 a.m. to
4 p.m. Fridays and Saturdays. Only
Westland residents may use the transfer site. No commercial vehicles or
contractors may use it. Proof of
Westland residency must be shown.
To cover disposal costs, the city will
charge a fee at the site before dumping is allowed. It's $13 for a car, sport
utility vehicle or minivan; $23 for a
small pickup or van; $31 for a standard
pickup or a 4-by-6 trailer; $46 for a
trailer that's 4-by-8 or 5-by-8; and $62
for large trailers 5-by-10 or 5-by-12.
Car and truck parts and tires will not
be accepted. Household furniture and
appliances are to be removed at the
residential premises by the city's
waste disposal contractor. Call (734)
728-1770 prior to the regular trash
pickup day.
Tree branches, shrubs, stumps, dirt
and roof shingles will not be accepted
at the transfer site. Used motor oil will
only be accepted on Friday and
Saturday by an attendant on duty.
Recycling center

be washed clean with lids and metal
rings removed. No plate glass is
accepted and no ceramics, Pyrex
'cookware, Mr. Coffee pots, dirty containers with good, and no mirrors.
• Newspapers: They must be stacked
neatly 6 to 15 inches high and tied,
with twine or packed into paper bags.
They should be dry and have no mold.
No junk mail, catalogs, magazines or
phone books are accepted, and no
office paper, computer paper or cardboard.
• Metal aluminum that won't stick to
a magnet: This applies to cans only,
no scrap metal. No foil or foil.containers will be accepted.
• Metal steel that will stick to a magnet: This includes tin cans, which
should be rinsed clean with both ends
removed and flattened to save room
in the Dumpster. No paint, aerosol
cans or scrap metal will be accepted.
• Plastics: This includes plastic drink
jugs and colored laundry detergent
jugs, and they must be cleaned out.
The following will not be accepted:
lids, plastic bags, caustic material
containers, such as drain cleaner, oil
or antifreeze containers.
• Batteries: Accepted will be flashlight type dry cell batteries, watch
batteries, camera batteries, hearing
aid batteries, NiCD batteries and automotive batteries.
• Used motor oil: It will be accepted 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday and Saturday.
No medical waste will be accepted. To
dispose of hazardous waste, such as
antifreeze, gasoline and paint, contact

R-New York, and Walter B.
How.through Oct. 21, the city's recyclable drop-off center will open for sumJones, R-North Carolina.
mer hours from 7:30 p.m. to 6 p.m.
"This bill ensures our valiant
Monday through Friday and from 9
veterans' service to our nation
a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturdays. The site
continues when they come
will be closed Sundays and holidays.
home," McCotter said. "By
Here's what's accepted:
facilitating their transition to
• Glass bottles and jars: They must
civilian life, we further their
good works on behalf our
country and our communities."
"I look forward to working
with my Congressional colleagues on this and a host of
FROM PAGE Al
other proposals to ensure our
veterans receive their full
measure of our support as they Westland school election in which incumbents
Ed Turner and Steven Becher were elected,
return to their loved ones."
Turner to his third four^year term and Becher to
his first four-year term.
"It was a long day, it was a boring day," said
DeHart. "We had to be here at 5:30 a.m. and
stayed here until it was done."
The two men faced no challengers in the election which attracted about 3 percent of the district's more than 60,000 registered voters. More
than 2,000 votes were cast in this year's uncontested election, far exceeding the almost 900
votes recorded in the 2004 election in which
had six candidates were vying for three seats.
Becher received the most votes with 2,277,
while Turner received 2,219 votes, according to
DeHart who coordinated the election.
LAWYER SERVICES
Law Offices of Judith Blumeno . . .www.blumeno.com
She estimates that roughly 3 percent of the
MANUFACTURER/WELDING WIRE
district's more than 60,000 voters cast ballots
Cor-met Inc
www.cor-met.com
on Tuesday.
MANUFACTURERS REPRESENTATIVES
DeHart handled the election in the Westland,
Electronic Sources
www.esirep.com
Canton, Dearborn Heights and Inkster portions
Hamiett Environmental
of the district while the clerks in Wayne and

military service personnel who
have been honorably discharged and have served in a
combat zone or hazardous duty
area. The credit would equal
40 percent of the veterans' first
year wages, or up to 50 percent
for disabled veterans.
The bill has 10 original cosponsors, including Phil
English, R-Pennsyrvania, Don
Manzullo, R-Illinois, Candice
Miller, R-Michigan, Stevan
Pearce, R-New Mexico, Rick
Renzi, R-Arizona, Silvestre
Reyes, D-Texas, Bill Shuster,
R-Pennsylvania, John Sullivan,
R-Oklahoma, John Sweeney,

VOTES

hometownlife.com

Internet Direct ory
Put y o u r business Online!
call 1-800-989-4614
ACUPUNCTURE
Acupuncture institute of Michigan . .www.drneedles.com
ANIMAL REMOVAL SERVICES
Animal Pro Inc
www.animalproinc.com

APARTMENTS
Can Be Investments
www.can-be.com
ART MUSEUMS
The Detroit Institute ot Arts
www.dia.org
AUTOMOBILE DEALERSHIPS
John Rogin Buick
www.johnrogin.com
AUTOMOTIVE
pavis Auto Care
www.davisautocare.com
BAKING/COOKING
Chelsea Milling Company
www.jiffymix.com
BUILDERS
Belanger Builders, Inc. . . .www.belangerbuilders.com
Benchmark Homes
www.brightonbuiider.com
Mitch Harris Building Company . .www.mitchharris.net
Tony Van Oyen
Builders Inc
www.tonyvanoyenbuilder.com
CARDS AND GIFT SHOP
Misty's Cards & Gifts
www.mistyscards.com
CERAMIC SUPPLIES
Nee Deep In Ceramics
www.nee-deep-in-cerajnics.com
CHAMBER OF COMMERCE
Garden City Chamber
. .www.gardencity.org
Howell Chamber of Commerce
www.howell.org
Livonia Chamber of Commerce
www.livonia.org
Redford Chamber
www.redfordchamber.org
South Lyon Chamber . . .www.southlyonchamber.com
CHAPELS
Historic Village Chapel www.historicvillagechapel.com
CHILDRENSTHEATRE
Marquis Theatre . . .www.northvillemarquistheatre.com
CLASSIFIED ADS
HomeTown Newspapers
www.hometownlife.com
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers
www.hometownlife.com
COMMUNITY SERVICES
Leadership Oakiand . . .www.leadershipoakland.com
CREDIT BUREAUS
Ann Arbor Credit Bureau
www.a2cb.com
DENTISTS
Family Dentistry . . . .www.familydentist-sinardds.com
Novi Dental.
www.novidental.com
Smiiemaker
www.smilemaker.org
ELECTRONIC SERVICE AND REPAIR
ABL-Electronic Service, Inc
www.ablserv.com
EYE CARE/LASER SURGERY
Greenberg Laser Eye Center www.greenbergeye.com
Michigan Eyecare Institute . . .www.micheyecare.com
FESTIVALS
Michigan 50's Festival www.michiganfiftiesfestival.com
FIBERS
Under; Lane Farms
www.fibersofmichigan.com
FLOORING
Andy's Hardwood Floors .. .www.andyshardwoodfloors.com
Dande Hardwood Roaring Company .www.dandefloors.com
Kl Enterprises, Inc
www.kiwoodfioors.com
GIFT BASKETS
Candy Cargo
www.candycargo.com
HEALTH/FITNESS
Poise Pilates
www.poisepiiates.com
HOME IMPROVEMENTS
Recent Remodeling Inc. .www.accentremodeiing.com
Complete Carpet and Duct Cleaning www.completecarpetandductcom
•Sandstone Tile Creations Inc. .www.sandstonetiie.com
IDENTIFICATION AND LAMINATION
Identification Lamination Products .www.identlam.com
INSURANCE
itJ. O'Conneli & Assoc, Inc.
Insurance Company . . . .www.oconnellinsurance.com
INTERNET HOSTING
HdmeTown Digital
www.hometownlife.com
LAND
©idford-Howell Development, lnc.www.parshallvillepond.com
LANDSCAPING/CONCRETE
Artistic Concrete
Solutions
www.artisticconcretesolutions.biz
LASER HAIR REMOVAL
Absolute Skin
ii Body Care
www.absoluteskinandbody.com

Technoiogies
www.hamlettenvironmental.com
MEDICAL SUPPLIES
Innovative Laboratory Acrylicswww.inncvativeiabacry!ics.com
MUSIC MEMORABILIA
Classic Audio Repro . . . .www.classicaudiorepro.com
PAINTING SUPPLIES
Flo-Rite Paint
www.flo-ritepaint.com
PARKS
Huron-Clinton Metropark Authority .www.metroparks.com
PUBLICATIONS '
Camden Publications
www.club50news.com
Equine Times
www.equinetimes.com
REAL ESTATE
ERA Alliance
www.eraalliancerealty.com
Langard Realtors
www.langard.com
One Way Realty
www.onewayrealty.com
Sellers First Choice
www.sfcrealty.com
Weir^ Manuel, Snyder & Ranke .www.weirmanuel.com
REALTORS
Chris Karapatsakis
www.chriskseilshomes.com
Clark & Fron Realtors
www.clarkandfron.com
Dan Klaviiter
www.michiganfinehomes.com
Fred & Karen Ryckman . . .www.darngoodagent.com
John McCollum .'
www.jpmccollum.com
Marie Schires
www.marieschires.com
Marty Pouget
www.martypouget.com
RECYCLING SERVICES
Resource Recovery and Recycling Authority of
Southwest Oakland County
www.rrrasoc.org
REPRODUCTIVE HEALTH
Center for Reproductive
Medicine & Surgery .www.reproductive-medioine.com
Midwest Fertility and
Sex Selection Center
www.selectagender.com
RESORTS
Sandcastles on the Beach ,
Resort . , . .www.sandcastlesonthebeach.com
RESTAURANTS
Albans Restaurant
. . . .www.albans.com
Bistro 127
www.bistro127.com
Italian Epicure
www.italian-epicure.com
Pasquaie's Restaurant www.pasqualesrestaurant.com
Stillwater Grill
www.stillwatergrill.com
RESUME SERVICE
Advantage Staffing
www.voiceresume.net
RETAIL
Hershey's Shoes
www.hersheysshoes.com
RETIREMENT COMMUNITIES
United Methodist
Retirement Community
www.umrc.com
SPORTS & RECREATION
Plymouth-Canton
Little League ... .www.plymouthcantonlittleieague.com
SPORTS GEAR
Outdoor Pursuits
www.outdoorpursuitsinc.com
STAFFING
Advantage Staffing
www.astaff.com
SURPLUS FOAM
McCullough Corporation
www.mcfoam.com
SURPLUS PRODUCTS
McCullough Corporation
www.mcsurplus.com
WEB SITE DEVELOPMENT
HomeTown Digital
www.hometownlife.com
WELL SERVICES
Keller Weir Drilling
www.kellerwelldrilling.com
WORSHIP
First Presbyterian Church Bhm . .www.fpcbirmingham.org
Heart of the Hills Church . . . .www.heartofthehiils.com
Our Shepherd Lutheran Church www.ourshepherd.net
Rochester First Assembly
Church
www.rochesterfirst.org
Unity of Livonia
www.unityoflivonia.org
YOUTH ATHLETICS
Westland Youth Athletic Association ... .www.wyaa.org

To advertise your Web site here, call 1-800-989-4614
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Painter & Ruthenberg at (313) 561-0303
or the state Department of
Environmental Quality at (800) 6629278. They can provide suggestions
for disposal.
Chipping season
The city's public service department .
will began chipping tree branches
March 28. Scheduling already has
begun. Residents who want to use this
service should call (734) 728-1770.
Branches will be disposed of on the;.
day following trash day. They should s
be at least four feet in length and no.
larger than three inches in diameter,
neatly stacked with the butt end facing the curb.
The city will chip branches only, not
stumps', roots, shrubs or trunks.
Compost season
The city's compost season is now
through Dec. 9. Compost will be
picked up the same day as regular
trash.
Compost must be in cans labeled yard
waste or in Kraft-type brown paper
bags specifically designed for yard
waste. Leaves and other yard waste in
plastic bags will not be picked up.
Compost must be separated from regular trash by at least 10 feet. Ail brush
and limbs must be tied in bundles of
4-foot length and can't be more than
60 pounds. No stumps or roots will be
accepted.
Cardboard boxes containing compost
will not be picked up. Sod, dirt, wood
chips, vines or landscaping material
will not be picked up. Residents will
have the responsibility of disposal.

Romulus handle voting in their respective communities. Anticipating a low turnout, DeHart
manned each poll with three workers, the minimum number allowed by law.
The precinct at Madison Elementary in
Westland was the busiest with 47 votes cast for
Becher. Both men are well-known in the area.
Becher taught at Madison while Turner lives in
its attendance area.
One precinct, at Hayes Elementary, had no
voters show up throughout the 13-hour time the
poll was open.
DeHart said that the date change for filing as
a write-in candidate would allow for the election
to be canceled and the candidates declared the
winners. It would also save school districts a
large portion of what would be spent on an election. She estimates Tuesday's voting will cost the
district about $50,000,
"There would be some cost expended as far as
absentee ballots and cards, but by being able to
call an election if there is not challenge, would
cut the cost by about two-thirds," she said. "It (a
write-in) may never happen, but if you know
enough in advance, you could end up not needing the election."
smason@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2112
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OVER FIVE MILLION DSL
SUBSCRIBERS AND COUNTING

Get SBC Yahoo! DSL and get a faster connection to the Internet. Join the first company fn the country to have

more than five million DSL subscribers and get lightning-fastconnections, with all the content your family needs, on

demand. Now'sthe time to switch. After all, you've got over five million good reasons. SBC. GOING BEYOND THE CALL?

1-866-SBC-YAHOO

VOICE

WIRELESS

| SBC.COM I

(SUC)

SATELLITE TV

SBC Yahoo! DSL is ah information service that combines DSL transport, internet access and applications from SBC Internet Services with customized content, services and applications from Yahoo! Inc. Yahoo!,
the Yahoo! logos and other ptoduct and service names are trademarks and/or registered trademarks of Yahoo! Inc. SBC, the SBC logo and other product names are trademarks of SBC Knowledge Ventures, LP.
All other brand names may^be trademarks or registered trademarks of their respective owners. ©20O5 SBC Knowledge Ventures, L.P. and Yahoo! Inc. All rights reserved.
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ADAMS MIDDLE SCHOOL HONOR ROLL
fROM PAGE Al

Named to the honor roll at
Adams Middle School for the
third marking period of the
2004-2005 school yedr were:

j Herbert estimated that costs could soar
by as much as $2 million a year, although
he later conceded that his projection
wasn't afirmone.
; Nonetheless, just one tab like that
could eliminate the city's general fund
surplus, which has risen from $200,000
to $1.5 million amid efforts by Mayor
Sandra Cicirelli's administration to trim
spending.
Herbert urged city officials to consider
creating a new fund, similar to a pension
fund, to start setting aside money for
retiree health care costs.
Otherwise, he said, retirees will be
complaining in years to come as their
health insurance erodes.
"I do not want to be 80 years old and
hobble back up here," he told the council.
His remarks stem from new rules by
the Government Accounting Standards
Board that will require cities to give better projections of how they will live up to
their promises to pay retiree health care
costs.
In other budget hearing issues
Monday, city officials defended a decision
to buy 10 new police cars during the next
year - the same number as last year.
"They are needed," Finance Director.
Steve Smith said; citing the high mileage
on aging police cars.
Police Chief Daniel Pfannes said that
some patrol cars have more than 80,000
miles'pn.tfienj and still are heavfly usedCity" ofSciats last year replaced 10 of the
police depittment^s SO patrol cars with
the retro-looking, black-and-white vehicles. The mayor's budget recommends
buying 10 more.
"That still will leave 10 old cars in the
fleet," Pfannes said Monday.
On other budget issues, community
volunteer Normie Brazier urged the city
administration, in hiring a new economic
development director, to seek a candidate
with a strong background in sales.
Brazier said the new director should
have a talent for luring businesses that
will be a goodfitwith residents' buying
habits.
Moreover, she'S^id, the director should
receive a lesser safery than other department heads and should partly be paid by
commission.
' ,
Council members are expected to
approve a new budget in June. The •
spending plan would become effective •
Julyl.
dclem^oe homecomm net I (734) 953 2110

Keith Adams, Summer
Adams, Alexandra Akers, Erika
Akubeno, Marlysann Alkson,
Angela Altimus, Delia Altaian,
D'Vonteono Anderson, Ashley
Antonelli, Paul Austin, Caitlin
Badrak, Shirelle Bailey,
Matthew Baker, Devin Bartos,
Ryan Bartz, Samantha
Bawcum, Crystal-Car
Beneteau, Jimmel Bennett.
Jacob Black, Colleen Blake,
Terrion Blakely, Treston
Blakely, Alexander Bledsoe,
Christopher Blevins, Paul
Robin, Robert Bono, Maryann
Boogern, Danielle Boston,
Deanna Boston, Erika
Boyington, Alex Brasil, Trevor
Britton, David Brooks,
Dajuarne" Burton, Antwain
Calloway, Arlene Carter,
Bradley Chandler.
Kimberly Chau, Kristine
Chau, Melissa Chestnut,
Lindsay Chmiel, Mpriah
Claydon, Nathaniel
Clendennin, Taylor Coleman,
Amanda Cook, Pedr|> Cortes,
Krystle Crandall, Kayleigh
Crummey, Daisy Cruz, Mariah
Crydermah; Willianv
Cunningham, Kya Cathrel
Cupino, Ashley Cyprus,
Chelsea Davis.
/
Christine Davis, Dartanian
Dixon, Brandon Dombrowski,
Shilo Donner, Alyssa Draper,
Sadie Earnest, Joshua Farmer,
Caitlyn Finley, Travis Fontana,
John Foote, Brandon Foss,
Matthew Foss, Alan Freeman,
Derinis Fuller, Tren^ Fulton,
Ryan Gabriel, Derek G«I 'an,
Jacob Gates, Zachary
Girouard, Scott Goodchild.
William Graham, Morgan
Grieg, Brittney Grubbs, Emily
Guenther, Emily Hackney,
Lauren Hainley, Dora Ann
Hardeman, Amber Harding,
Jessie Harris, Zachary
Hawkins, Daniel Hill, Joshua
Hubbard, Janessa Hudson,
Elysia Huertas, Sonia Huertas,
Kara Hiiff, Jessica Jasinski,
Clifton Johnson, Jennifer
Johnson.
Ryan Johnson, Sarah
Johnson, Brandie Jones,
Jimmy Kassis, Donald Keiper,
Brandan Keller, Tawni Kenyon,
Samantha Kilburn, Thomas

TOM HAWLEY j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Musical memory
Fourth- and fifth graders in the Wayne-Westland school district practiced their best concert
manners for a performance of the Plymouth Symphony Orchestra at Wayne Memorial High
School's Stockmeyer Auditorium last week. The performance is part of a music enrichment
program the symphony is doing in the elementary schools. It featured a special visit from
Composer Ande Myers (center), who wrote music to the story 'Paddle to the Sea.' He told
the story to the children while symphony performed his music.
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WHY IS SHE SO EXCITED?

BECAUSE OF OUR
SPRING GARAGE S A L E DEAL

•

»

BUDGET HEARING NOTICE

Having a garage sale? Look what
you'll get with your garage sale ad:

Academy of Westland will be holding its a n n u a l budget hearing on
May 13. 2005 a t 2:00 p.m. The location will be a t 300 Henry Ruff
Rd., Westland, MI 48186. The budget is available for public
inspection at the same address. The meeting will be conducted in
accordance with the Open Meetings Act.

SOQIH

Publish: May 5,2005

For starters, your 5-line ad will cost only 4 9
Then well send you a FREE garage sale kit filled with great
garage sale stuff:
•Signs • Balloons • Price Stickers
• 2 pages of great advice for having a successful
sale* Inventory sheets
plus!
• FREE BUDDY'S 4-Square Cheese Pizza
(
plus a Buddy's Discount Card
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u? Wos your paper wet? if, f o r
j d o n ' t get y o u r h o m e t o w n
news, just cail us a t
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GRAB YOUR SCISSORS AND CUP THESE ADDITIONAL COUPONS!,

'Offer not valid with any other coupon or discount.
"One coupon oar person, par pizza, per table.
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EMAGINE CANTON • 39535 Ford Road, just East o! 1-275
EMAGINE NOVI - 44425 W. 12 Mile Road,
1/4 Mile West of Novi Road
www.emagine-entertain ment.com
FOR SHOIVTIMES & TO PURCHASE TICKETS BY PHONE CALL:
1-888-319-FILM (3456)

&

EXCITING N E W S ! You con n o w schedule vacation stops, make
vacaiiors donations to local schools a n d more
on our website. Check it out a t

r :

THE MAGIC OF MOVIES ft MORE

a n d we'll deliver a replacement paper or
credit your account f o r a n y missed paper

$2.00 OFF ANY 8 SQUARE
CHEESE PIZZA

One coupon per family - not valid with other coupons
No cash value, Offer sxpjres 5/15/05

EMAG/NE
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$2.00 OFF the purchase oi
any LARGE COMBO al our
Concession Stand

Killen, Jory King, Lauren
Komrner, Shane Kommer,
Taylor Krohn, Charles Kuder,
C.J. Kulas, Christon Landfair,
Justin Lasley, Shauni
Laturneau, Katelynn Lefler,
Scott Lemke.
Ian Letellier, Morgan Levis,
Jonathan Lewalter, Kassandra
Lodge, Xavier Long, John
Lopez, Briarta Lucas, Brittney
Malloy, Lynn Mathew,
LeChrisa Mathews, Kevin
McCartney, Akyssa McGeorge,
Stephen McNamara, Maria
McNaughton, Robert
McQuillen, Taylor Meadows,
Sarah Metropoulos, Kyle
Michael.
Chelsea Miller, Matthew
Mills, Nicholas Mills, Chelsea
Morneau, Cory Mullins,
Andrew Neino, Dominick
Nestor, Chantell Nolden, Tara
O'Neil, Ashley Omey, Amber
O'Rourke, Melissa Ortiz,
Utonnia Overstreet, Felicia
Palac, Hannah Palmer, Joshua
Palmer, Daniel Parent,
Shannon Parker, Shawn
Parker.
Mark Patterson, Kristen
Peck, Elizabeth Perusse,
Marcus Petri, Samuel Phillips,
Brandi Pietruszka, Hannah
Plumley, Matthew Polchlopek,
Shanice Pope, Emily Poret,
Angela Potter, Ryan Przybyla,
Eric Puschak, Chloe Pyne,
Hannah Rabidue, Sean Raney,
Miranda Reichow, Jason Rice,
Shalin Roberts, Demetrius
Robinson.
Brittany Roden, Enrique
Romulo, Emily Rudy, Luther
Rush, Hannah Sampson, Leah
Savage, James Serman, Mark
Shiemke, Billy Shillingburg,
KC Shrum, Curtis Simpson, ;
Lakia Singleton, Jacob Smith,
Jessica Smith, Raylyn Smith,
Tyler Smith, K. :yla Sparks,
Khiry Sparks, Krishna Sparks,
Khiry Sparks, Melissa Spence.
Brandie Bishop-Stacker,
Adam Szydzki, Chelsey Tabot,
Tiana Tatum, Amanda
Thieleman, Robie Tomlin,
Zachary Tykoski, Margaret
VanDyke, Michael Walker,
Dustin Webb, Carla Werimert,
Edward West, Jamie Williams,
Makayla Williams, Michelle
Williams, Crystal Wilson,
Shane Wilson, Kara Windsor.
Brianna Winn, Cassondra
Woods, Robert Woodson and
Natalie Yambrich.

Restaurant/Bar /Take-out
Detroit 313-892-9001* Warren 586-574-9200
Farmington Hills 248-855-4600 • Livonia 734-261 -3550
Dearborn 313-562-5900 * Auburn Hills 248-276-9040
Take-out /Cafe
Points Plaza 313-884-7400
Take-out Only
Royal Oak 248-549-8000 * Bloomfield Hills 248-645-0300
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nkee Air Museum launches $55 million fund drive
BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER ,._•

Years before a fire tore
through the Willow Run
Airport's historic Yankee Air
Museum, there were big plans
to turn it into a historic hot
spot.
Despite the October 2004
fire that destroyed the museum, that dream is still alive. A
$J55 million fund-raising drive
I icked off April 22 at the
r luseum, amid flight demons trations and unveiling of a
^i billow Run site plan that will
i: lclude 11 new buildings.
Dennis Norton, president of
t le Michigan Aerospace
I bundation, said the purpose
of the restoration will be
twofold - to educate visitors
about Willow Run's place in
history, and to take visitors
back in time.
"From the exterior, we want
it to look like the old Willow
Kun Air Base," Nelson said. "It
will be kind of like a walk
through history."
In the 1940s, Willow Run
was the base of World War II
B-24 Bomber production.
Automaker Henry Ford
brought his mass-production
know-how to Willow Run,
where more than 8,000
bombers were built on assembly lines.
World War II provided the
backdrop for these pages in
history
"The entire nation was
ruobilized for the war - it has
never happened before and it's
leaver happened since," Nelson
siaid.
Willow Run also was a nerve
center of invention and innovation, with many laboratories
iti operation. Aviator Charles
Lindbergh even spent a couple
of years at Willow Run, helping to test aircraft.
"There was a lot of very topsecret research going on,"
NFelsdn said, adding that
strides were made toward
inventing the laser at Willow
Run.
The Ford Motor Co.'s Rouge
facility made the parts, which
were transported along what is
today called 1-94. Then, it was
willed the "Willow Run
Expressway."
Plans include building a new
Yankee Air Museum and

additional buildings, including
a theater, aerospace and aviation educational facilities, an
outdoor air park, aerospace
library, restaurant, research
center and meeting facilities.
To make all this happen,
Nelson said big donations preferably those with six or
seven figures in the dollar
amount - are going to have to
pour in.

"We're talking big money" he
said.
Eastern Michigan University
wants to start an aerospace/aviation-based charter school at
Willow Run. Under current
state law, which capped the
number of schools that could be
chartered, additional charter
schools cannot be authorized.
Tim Doyle, program coordinator for EMU's aviation management program in the
School of Technology Studies,

said that being able to charter
the school would be a plus.
"The primary interest in
having a charter school with an
aerospace focus is the chance
(for aviation/aerospace) to
compete with other careers
that are rewarding to young
people," Doyle said.
An aerospace-oriented charter school would help fill an
educational niche.
"There is not a ton of these
schools around" he said.
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This is the proposed layout for the Yankee Air Museum restoration.

saving
Beginning Monday, May 9
Watch tor our weekly specials starting M o n d a y and save t h r o u g h t h e w e e k e n d !

udents to

arning
On May 18, nearly 6,000
students from 88 Metro
Detroit schools will engage in
l"jands~
dn learning and community
service at dozens of sites along
the Rouge River and its tributaries.
! , .
They will be participating in
the Rouge Education Project,
a program that promotes
awareness.and stewardship of
the Rouge River watershed
through school-based
water quality monitoring,
investigation and problem
solving.
The non-profit organization
Friends of the Rouge has coordinated the Rouge Education
Project since 1987.
Elementary, middle and
high school students from 33
communities will monitor biological, chemical and physical
characteristics of the river, in
many cases using methods
similar to those used by professional scientists.
"The program is an incredible opportunity for students to
gain experience in real-world
science and provide a service
to their communities by gathering information about the
Rouge River" says Courtney
Shosh, Rouge Education
Project .Coordinator.
"Also; as students
learn about their local
(
environment and what
affects it, they develop a
greater sense'of ownership ,
and responsibility to protect
it. This is especially important
in a highly developed
\ .
watershed like the I>ouSe>
where it's the individual
actions of our d^ily lives that
can cause the mdst harm to
the river - such as how we
care for our homes, cars and
yards, for example."

4 lb R e d R i p e
California S t r a w b e r r i e s
or 1 lb Strawberries 2 for $4
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Boston Fern
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Prices a n d ! Items Good at Your Local Kroger Store
MAY 6 thru MAY 8, 2005.

Some Items may require a deposit.

Visit our Website at www.Kroger.com or
call Customer Service at 1-800-KROGERS

-fJACfiHUiaL
Available at Kroger

Dozen
Premium
Rose Bunch
Choose from Red, Color
or Rainbow

V"
ADVERTISED ITEM POLICY:
WE RESERVE THE RIGHT TO LIMIT QUANTITIES. Each of these advertised items is
required to be available for sale. H we do run out of an advertised Item, we will offer you your
choice of a comparable Itefji, whan available, reflecting the same savings, or a
ralncheck which will entitle you to purchase the advertised item at the advertised
price within 30 days OnW one vendor coupon will be accepted per item
Copyright 2005. The Kroger Company. No sales to dealers.
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City should look
at insurance cost
Preparing a ciljy budget is never an easy thing, especially when ^iioney i£ tight. What needs to be done is weighed
against ^vhat car. be done and how much money is available.
, Mayor S a n d r i Cicirelli has done a yeoman's job in
building up the city's surplus from $200,000 to $1.5 million dur ng her first term. She has not been extravagant
in what she has proposed and has been able to maintain
city services.
A lot df decisions will be made as the city council pours
qver her latest budget proposal, and one we feel needs to
fee addressed is health care for the employees of the Youth
Assistance Program.
The program uses volunteer mentors to work with local
youngsters to keep them out of trouble and potentially
out of juvenile correctional facilities. The program spends
an average of $115 on each youngster who is enrolled in
the program for four to six months.
Compared with the more than $400 a day cost to place
a youngster in juvenile detention, the city, as Director
Ronaele Bowman says, has gotten a good bang for its
buck.
But because Bowman runs the program as an independent contractor, the city has not been able to provide
health coverage for her and her two employees. With
Bowman leaving at the end of the year, now may be a
good time to look at providing some additional assistance.
Health care has not been an issue for Bowman and one
of her employees, who have tapped into their spouses'
benefits, but that, may not be the case for Bowman's successor. It could well hinder finding a top-notch replacement.
Thanks to Bowman arid many others, the city has an
excellent program, a n d it's evident by the number of
referrals which are expected to surpass 300 this year.
Granted, health care is a costly item for any employer, but
the city should consider putting more money into the
Youth Assistance Program to allow employees to get
health care coverage.
We a r e e n c o u r a g e d t h a t t h e c o u n c i l h a s h e a r d
Bowman's call to look at health care for the program's
employees. We sincerely hope it will give serious consideration to a fix now, so that the program can go forward
and continue to grow.

Motherhood: There'
no job more valuable
A m o t h e r may also be a surgeon, j u d g e , CEO or
CPA, b u t r a i s i n g h e r c h i l d r e n will always be t h e
most important j o b she does.
Study after study documents the influence a mother has on her c h i l d r e n — from how well they perform in school to h o w well they get along with others.
It's no wonder. A m o t h e r carries h e r baby in her
womb for nine m o n t h s , forming a close bond unlike
any other. She is her child's first.teacher, imparting
life's m o s t i m p o r t a n t l e s s o n s — i n c l u d i n g t h o s e
a b o u t love, compassion a n d caring — during those
critical formative years.
Even in h o m e s w h e r e b o t h p a r e n t s work, mom
often c o n t i n u e s t o be t h e p r i m a r y caregiver. She's
more likely to pass u p promotions, limit out-of-town
travel and take t i m e off around her children's schedules so she can be with her children as much as possible.
Long after her children are grown, her legacy lives
on — in the way her children p a r e n t their children
and then their children parent their children, From
one, generation to t h e next, the values she imparted
arejhanded down.
If you are in the throes of parenting — especially
as t h e m o t h e r of a t o t or teen — t a k e h e a r t : Your
days may be l o n g a n d your n i g h t s sleepless, b u t
these years pass quickly. You will not regret the time
you spend with your children, holding them, praying
for t h e m , watching over them, supporting them.
If you appreciate t h e sacrifices your mother made
for you — a n d y o u ' r e f o r t u n a t e to still have her
around — t h a n k her. Tell her how much you love her.
If you know a single mother who could use a little
encouragement, help h e r anyway you can. She needs
it.
If you are c o n s i d e r i n g becoming a mother, know
there is no more i m p o r t a n t j o b on E a r t h — or any
thai is more rewarding.
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LETTERS
Reducing democracy
I listened to a discussion of several
conservative politicians from Germany
last week. The conservatives were calling
for less democracy in their country. They
felt unions and the ordinary majority of
the people had too much control in the
governance of the citizens and in essence
left politicians with too little control to
manipulate the government;
It is baffling considering the direction
of this country and the agenda of the
current administration. Conservative
Germans call it reduced democracy and
our administration calls it less government.
The Republican Party has struggled
with the English language for years, in
particular, democracy. (Ironic for a party
siding with English-only education.) The
conflicts of the rhetoric and results of
action are numerous.
The democratic idea of freedom of
speech, according to the Republican
administration, is for a select few, not the
majority, Mr. Bush's campaigns across
the country do not allow the freedom of
all its citizens to question Mr. Bush's
agenda or programs, only citizens committed to allegiance to his ideas.
Mr. Bush also supports his religion
should be law, not laws tolerant of the
beliefs of all the people within the country and certainly not laws built from the
consensus of all citizens.
The 500 or so soldiers in Guantanomo
Bay prison camp being locked up in
inhumane conditions in full knowledge
of this administration deny their freedom to be judged fairly and speedily. The
administration is trying hard to ramrod
extremist judges onto the federal appeal
court, even going as far as rewriting procedures established over many administrations.
What the Republicans are calling
shrinking of government is really a call
for reducing democracy. Every recent
Republican administration has campaigned for a smaller government, but
actually increased the size of government
saddling the citizens with even greater
burden and less freedom.
The phrase Mr. Bush uses quite frequently, "I believe in my heart," can be
added to a thesaurus and interpreted as,
"I know I am lying, but you have to suck
it up anyway."
Allan Biber
Westland

Civic league meeting
On April 10, at a so-called membership
meeting of the Wayne-Ford Civic
League, a nonprofit organization, we had
at least five or six police officers and four
or five police cars there.
I asked at the council meeting in a
tongue-in-cheek manner if they were
there to protect us from Mr. Vic Barra of
Wayne and his bodyguard, but no one
answered my question.
That night after the counctPmeeting, I
thought, when was the last time I saw so
many police officers together at one place
without, it being a coffee shop? Then I
remembered the year 2000, when the
council fired the city clerk and the people
were up in arms over it and packed the

council meetings. At every meeting, we
had at least eight to 10 police officers
present, I think, to intimidate the people
and allow what a couple of people wanted to stay the course.
Back in 2000 and on March 13 and
April 10,2005, police officers, when
asked why they were there, said they
were ordered to be there and they had
followed orders no matter how dumb
they seem.
I wondered why it happened at the
civic league. After all, they had their puppet from Wayne claiming to be in charge
and it looked as though they would finally get the land. Then I remembered that
the members could still stop the sale of
the civic league so let's use the police
force to keep the deal on track (and I
guess they did.)
At an earlier council meeting, Vic
Barra (from Wayne), made the mayor,
council and department heads members
of the civic league at no cost, but on April
10, none were to be found at the civic
league. Seems as ifthey didn't want to be
at the scene ...
Those two people help put into office
people who will do just what they tell
them to do and when it comes to the
land they want, that's all that matters.
That's why they put them there. Oh,
brother.
By the way, my last letter was sent to
the paper five days before the April 10
civic league meeting, and today is
Sunday. Remember what I said at the
last council meeting about snow? What
do I know?
Jim Davis
Westland

Support the troops

Don't privatize Social Security
Congress is considering proposals that
would privatize the Social Security system. Social Security is one of the most
successful social programs of the 20th
century. The system's financing problems!
are manageable and can be addressed by'
reasonable adjustments over time.
j
Rushing into private accounts does not j
solve the so-called Social Security crisis, :
but rather would add to the cost of the
program.
Social Security is not merely a retirement program — it is a social insurance
program with broad effect. Many of our
most vulnerable citizens rely upon the
safety net provided by the system.
Before Social Security, one in three senior citizens lived in poverty. Today, that
number is one in lO. In addition, disability and survivor benefits under
Social Security have provided for millions of American families. This is particularly important for women. Nearly
two-thirds of women 65 and over get a
majority of their income from Social
Security.
Social Security works for America's
workers. The great success of Social
Security has contributed to the
unprecedented economic growth of
the 20th century. If the demographic
challenges of the 21st century require
changes in the financing of the system, then Congress should lead
America in a discussion about the
j
most reasonable and secure methods !
for achieving financial stability.
Diverting money from the Social
Security trust fund into private
accounts could hasten the insolvency
of the fund, not save it.

The League of Women Voters of
j
After 9/11 and the start of the
Northwest Wayne County opposes any !
Operation Iraqi Freedom war, our comattempts to privatize the Social Security s
munities were united and showing supsystem.
port everywhere for our nation and our
Paula Bowman, president
troops. Now that the weather is getting
League of Women Voters
nice again, and I have been outside, I have
Northwest Wayne County
noticed that you just don't see the outward
signs of support much. Noflags,no "support our troops" signs, no yellow ribbons.
I know a lot of people do not agree
with the president's decision on this war,
but let's face the facts that there are tens
of thousands of troops (and civilian volunteers) deployed in Iraq, Afghanistan,
Kuwait and dozens of other locations
around the world who desperately need,
our support and need to know that we
1
SHARE YOUR OPINIONS
support them!
So please, fly your flags, plant that
•We •welcome your letters to the editor. Please
"support our troops" in your front yard . include your name, address and phone number
and tie yellow ribbons on your trees.
for verification. We ask that your letters be 400
Additionally, there is a wonderful Web
Words or less. We may edit for clarity, space
site, anysoldier.com, that you can access
; ,
with names and addresses of our service/ and content.
members who are willing to accept letters, cards and even packages to share .
Mail:
\;
with their units of to give to service
Letters to the editor
members who do not get any mail at
Westland Observer : .
all. They echo the sentiment that the .
worst feeling is an "empty" fnail call. One 36251 Schoolcraft '.'
iivonia, Ml 48150
of the biggest requests is just a note to
say we support them and are thinking
about them.
Fax:
(734) 591-7279
So please, let's show our support and
thanks to our military forces*
Jill Brani E-mail:
Troy smasondioe.homecomm.net

QUOTABLE
"This festival is more family oriented than festivals in some of the other communities."
- Chairman Kenneth Mehl, about the 2 0 0 5 Westland Summer Festival lineup

OTHER OPINIONS

wiviv.hometoivttiife.com

Here's one idea for fixing
our broken political system
1 n last week's column, I argued that our politics
I have become excessively partisan, sterile and
* uncompetitive, largely because both political
parties liiave mastered the art of gerrymandering
boundaries so that the vast majority of districts are
now virtually always safe for one party or the other.
T|t^pliticalprocess has been further distorted
becausip activist partisans of both left and right
often hijack our primary selection process by
nominating candidates who are extremists of one
sort orianother. That, in turn, causes each party
to largely play to its hard-core supporters, meaning that all too often, reasonable moderates in
both parties feel left out.
But what can we do about it?
Lots of well-intentioned people have proposed fixing the
way district lines are ..drawn, but
no solution solves the problem
that partisanship wiH inevitably
creep into any redistricting
process. So I think we need to
look at it in a new and different
way. I've come to the conclusion
that the core of the problem is
not in the way that district lines
are drawn, but in the fact that
|
we have only single-member,
winnej-take-all districts.
Life is much more complicated than that. And
way back in 1989, Bernard Apol, the universally
respected Michigan elections director from 196780, wrote a paper for Public Sector Consultants in
which he suggested we seat in our legislative bodies the two highest vote getters in each district.
Each would be allowed to vote on every bill — but
their votes would be weighted to count just as much
as the percentage of the vote they received in the
general election. The Republican who won 70 percent of the district votes would have 0.7 of a legislative vote; the Democrat who won 30 percent ofthe
votes could cast 0.3 of a legislative vote, and so on.
Here's why that would be better:
First, it would do away entirely with gerrymandering. Each political party would get the same
share of legislative voting power as it received in
the popular votes across all districts, so there
would be no point in fooling with district boundaries to guarantee election victories to one or
party or the other.
Second, it would provide each voter, whether
on the winning or losing side, with real representation. A Republican candidate running in
Detroit might get only 10 percent of the vote, but
the GOP, split-vote representative would still have
0.1 of a legislative vote counted every time. Under
our current system, citizens who vote for a loser
wind up entirely unrepresented.
Third, it would make our political system far
more competitive. Because in a split-vote system
every citizen's vote would count, it would encour-

age each candidate to campaign hard and not
take re-election for granted.
Fourth, it would curtail the tendency of each
party to nominate the most extreme candidates.
Two-member districts would give political parties
new incentive to nominate attractive, middle-ofthe-road candidates who can appeal to a broad
cross-section, thereby increasing their total vote.
Republicans would quickly realize it would be
smart to nominate moderate candidates to run in
Democratic areas to win the biggest possible
share of voting power; conservative Democrats
could run in Republican districts and emerge
with enough votes to still have influence on policy-making.
Both party caucuses would be obliged to consider moderate voices.
Sure, there are problems with this proposal.
Dual representation from each legislative district could double the numbers of legislators (God
forbid!) and double salary, fringe and staff costs.
One solution would be to create a unicameral (one
house) Legislature, as they have in Nebraska.
Another, which I prefer, would be to double the
size of each current district in both the House
and Senate. That would give us a state House
consisting of 55 districts, each represented by two
legislators, while the Senate would have 19 districts, with two lawmakers for each.
Would voting in each chamber be unnecessarily complicated, with each member having a fractional vote? That would perhaps have been a
problem in the old days, when many legislators
were hard put to add fractions (or much of anything else) without squinting at their fingers and
toes. But today's computerized tote boards could
solve the problem of recording proportionate
votes for each legislator in a nanosecond.
Apol concluded his paper with these words: "Of
all institutions in U.S. society, none has changed
less than our political process and governing
structure. Essentially, we run for office and run
government much the same way as we did in the
early years of the 19th century. Our dedication to a
vital, representative form of government requires
us to question age-old conventions and to seek
means to make government as accountable,
responsible and fairly representative as possible."
Amen. Anybody interested in improving our
currently sterile, bitter and increasingly ineffective politics ought to be excited about the possibility of a change like this. Of course, current
incumbent politicians will pooh-pooh the idea ...
but what does that tell you? To me, that makes it
even more clear that this is an idea whose time
has come.
Phil Power, the former chairman of Hometown
Communications Network and regent of the University of
Michigan, is a longtime observer of politics, economics, and
education issues in Michigan.
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Service clubs offer members
fun, sense of satisfaction

I

t was back-to-school day last Saturday for a Have you ever considered joining Rotary,
number of local Rotarians.
Jim Karolyi, district governor-elect,
Kiwanis, the Lions or another service
greeted a group from Rotary District 6400
during an assembly April 30 at Schoolcraft
organization? Membership, both recruitCollege in Livonia. After a brief review of
Rotary International and district goals, it was
ment and retention, remains a perennial
off to Schoolcraft classrooms for training on
everything from the Internet and Web design
to how to be an effective club officer.
concern for such groups, and chances are
"It's really good," Garden City Rotary
they'd be glad to have you.
President-elect Richard Witkowski said of
the district assembly. "I think there's a lot of
good information that
comes out."
As Garden City's school
her five children have been Rotary exchange •: •',_
superintendent, Witkowski
students, visiting Finland, Australia and
believes he should be
Italy.
involved in his community.
The family has hosted a number of
"It'salotoffun,"hesaid.
exchange students over the years, some
"It's a good group."
through Rotary, and currently has a young
woman visiting from Indonesia. "It's very
Those thoughts were
rewarding" said Kowalski, who also benefited .,,
echoed by Cindy Bartlett of
from her training at district assembly.
'.', "^
Julie Plymouth AM, Rotary, who
will be district Interact chair
Her club is putting a clock in at Heritage "_,;'*"
Brown for 2005-06. She works
Park in Canton. "We're hoping to have it done t " *
with Interact, Rotarys high
by Liberty Fest" in June, Kowalski said.
school organization, at
Mary Carlson, secretary-elect for Westland " ° "
Plymouth-Canton Educational Park and was
' Rotary, was glad she attended that training *ffn
recruited to Rotary by daughter Meagan, a
session and others. Carlson is co-owner of the n*
H,1T
charter member of that Interact club.
C&M printing business in Westland.
"I thought it was very informative," she said, ' *
"It's awesome," Cindy Bartlett said of the
adding she especially enjoyed the idea exchange' - •»
assembly. "It's a great way to expand and find
among members of clubs. Four Westland
^51
out information that's available to you."
UJJ
She cited Interact support of the club's sen- Rotarians attended Saturday's program.
ior Christmas parry in December, which
"Because I love to do things to help other '"
included making fleece scarves for seniors.
people and I think Rotary's an effective way ..; q
The Children of the Dump project in
to do that," Carlson said in explaining her
,( :J
Nicaragua has received P-CEP Interact supinvolvement. "And it's a lot of fun."
y
port, as has the Relay for Life American
There was time Saturday for lunch and visCancer Society fund-raiser set for May 14-15
iting before the Rotarians went their separate , .}
in Canton. Students have also produced an
ways. Many cited the energizing impact of
anti-smoking program for youth.
such an assembly, and how it invigorates clubs:
to do even more to serve their communities.
"I just love working with kids," said educator Bartlett.
Have you ever considered joining Rotary,
Kiwanis, the Lions or another service organiYouth exchange programs are also a big
zation? Membership, both recruitment and .' '"
draw for Ron Gaffhey of Livonia Rotary, a
retention, remains a perennial concern for
past president, board member and foundasuch groups, and chances are they'd be glad ' "'
tion treasurer for that club. He and wife
to have you.
' '.^
Deafma have hosted students from Mexico,
Belgium, Turkey and Colombia and enjoyed
Why not consider stopping by the next
'!;'"
the experience.
meeting of your local service organization?
;';
By joining, you'll gain the satisfaction of serv-'-- *
f'lt's great," Ron Gaffhey, who works in
ing your community and the larger world
"•£•
insurance with Cambridge Underwriters,
beyond it. You'll make some great friends at "
said of the gathering. "I think it's something
the same time.
"sH
every Rotarian needs to attend. There's
always something to learn."
Sue Kowalski, Canton Rotary treasurer, has Julie Brown, a Rotarian, is presentation editor for the s,
been involved about 2% years. She raised her
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers. She can be reached -,
family and then returned to school, working
at (248) 901-2565 or via e-mail at
now as a certified public accountant. Three of jbrown@oe.homecomm.net.
*•?. * w
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FRAMED PRINTS & SILK FLORALS
Ranging from

O l d M a s t e r s to
CONTEMPORARY
WORKS
AND VIRTUALLY EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN!!

The only thing as diverse as
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i° n *s o u r Pr*cing-

* f t * ^ * * We provide works and subjects for every
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requirement, ranging from decorative to collectable.

would like to announce
its newest location at
2 8 2 7 5 Five Mile Road
Livonia, MI 4 8 1 5 4
(734) 261-1740
Dr. Martin Erickson

and Dr. Jacqueline

Friedman

are available Monday - Friday to service your healthcare needs.

Present this coupon to receive an additional

Our office provides o n site X-ray, EKG, PFT and lab services
for your convenience. Our main office located at 17800 Newburgh Road in Livonia
is able to provide additional testing if needed such as sigmoidoscopy.
ultrasounds, echocardiograms or bone density. In addition to diagnostic testing
we provide preventive care such as well child visits, immunizations,
female health care and sport physicals.

any one clearance f u r n i t u r e i t e m , or any one accessory.
INCLUDING PICTURES, FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS, LAMPS AND OIL PAINTINGS. '

NEW PATIENTS WELCOME
Our providers are o n staff at Botsford General Hospital,
St. Mary's Hospital, Garden City Hospital, Oakwood Main, Annapolis Hospital,
Heritage Hospital, Sinai Grace Hospital and participate in several
managed care insurance programs.

VALID rHIDAY MAY 6 AND SATURDAY, MAY / 2W>. NO! VALID W i t ! ANY MHfR OfFFSS PRIOR SALES EXCLUDED.

[2 Days Only!!]

We have case managers o n our staff w h o are able to provide
resources i n caring for geriatric patient's needs such as nursing home
placement or assistant living needs.

Friday, May 6 I 5pm-9pm • Saturday, May 7 I 10am-5pm

Dr. Erickson and Dr. Friedman also work at our second
Livonia office located at 27513 Grand River.

save you

ofSouthgate
14405 Dix, Southgate 734.285.5454

CLOSED MOTHER'S DAY
www.mcloughlins.com

Please call our office to discuss any concerns or schedule
an appointment.

www.mciaughlins.corn ^

Subscribe to the Observer — call (866) 88-PAPER
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Thirsty Lizard

White Shiraz
Australia
$

i

7.

A'icp, Lifiht, Warm
Wptilher Jtavv

>-

KN \ \ /
California
Driscolls

'sfv

Jumbo
\ K f8g£t
5 Count //
Ripe & Sweet ~,
^^MT?
\ Golden /

Texas
Seedless

Strawberries x Ripe > Watermelon

$1.99

il

Pineapple

lb.

«

Whole, Cut or
cored

itdSf^JwhraO-la^rtiA^

B i Color
Sweet

i - -r

Corn

Italian & L-p
man c

107*3.00
7

Estaiicia
Chardonnay
bnterey Count
M

$4.99

ea.

«^X^tf^E^rf^:^^1flM'5™»}^^

Florida
Grape

Tomatoes

27*3.00

Mix
9/M (ti\ \ L a V a l e n t i n a
* 4.UU ^ M o n t e P u l c i a n o #© a
v ^
d'Abruzzo

Italy

California

.99

"Easy drinking
Chardonnay!
u*

Milk

27*4.00
A Beautiful Selection
of Colorful

%ef

Hanging

8

Baskets

$

3 ? 15.

M***xi V A V a r i e t y of
<
Colorful
\BouquetsS p a t i o P o t s

^*6.99
^
$
1QQQ
J7i7&up
• Tl
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Meat

G r o u n d B e e f f r o m C h u c k (Ground Fresh Daily)......on/^

——

$1.98

*&.

Butterfly Pork Chops
••••••..
only
$3 49 it.
Cooked Shrimp
.
.
only
$6.98 w.
Beef Tenderloin
.only $16,98 ib.
Remember Mother's Day May 8th* Open 10 am to 5 pm
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___ Prices good through^ May ///A. 2005
,
Come into Joes...
For a wide selection of Fresh Fruits & Vegetables handpicked by
Joe! Visit our tent for a beautiful selection of our Hanging Baskets &
Porch Pots.
Prices Good Through May 8th9 2005

