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Fried plantain makes a sweet Cuban dish ~ TASTE, PAGE B?
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Big stink: Citizens complain about trash hauler
L

—

8Y LEANNE ROGERS
AND DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITERS

As residents complain about trash not being
collected on time, officials in Garden City and
Wgstland are trying figure out how to solve the
problem.
Midwest Sanitation currently provides trash
hauling services to each city. The contract with
Westland expires at the end of the month while

the agreement with Garden City runs until Sept.
30.
Westland Mayor Sandra Cicirelli confirmed
Monday that her office has been flooded with
complaints about delayed trash pickup.
"The service has been bad the last month or
so," she said.
Likewise in Garden City, Department of
Public Services Director Jack Barnes said his
office also received a lot of citizen complaints.
"There are misses (on collections). We got a

lot of calls. We were told there were equipment
problems," said Barnes. "We're looking at our
options. We expect to be fining-them again."
Under their contract, Garden City can fine
Midwest for missed collections and did that
Over problems in April.
Some residents have said the problem goes
back much further.
"We've been having the problem sporadically,
off and on, for a couple of years," said Westland
resident Jon Reno, who lives on Parkwood.

"It's not just me. It's not just Parkwood" Reno
said. "It's the-whole section of the city down
here. Theservice is terrible."
Making similar complaints, Garden City resident Sarah Waltman told the council that she
and her husband had waited until later in the
day priofto her scheduled trash collection to
put but a large chair. Although they waited a
day to accommodate the Memorial Day holiday
PLEASE SEE T R A S H , A 5

New city budget
protects services
and avoids layoffs
garbage-disposal tax by a
quarter-mill, due to savings
gained by using a landfill
rather than a now-demolWestland city leaders have
ished incinerator.
adopted a $56.9 million
spending plan that protects
That will return $18.75 a
city services, avoids employee year to a typical homeowner
layoffs and boosts the budget with'a $150,000 house,
surplus.
Finance Director Steve Smith
said.
In a 6-1 vote, the Westland
City Council approved a new
Despite the tax cut,
budget proposed by Mayor
Cicirelli pledged that her
Sandra Cicirelli - the last of > administration still will
her first four-year term in
explore options for a curbside
office.
recycling program, even
though earlier programs
Cicirelli called her spendbecame dismal failures.
ing plan conservative and
projected a surplus that will
Moreover, the budget will
top the $2 million mark dur- lead to a water-sewer rate
ing the budget year that
increase of only 4 cents,
starts July 1.
pushing rates to $5.29 per
l,000.gallons. The increase
"We're not out there
will simply offset higher costs
splurging by any means," she
that the city of Detroit passed
said.
to Westland.
With Councilman Richard
LeBlanc casting the lone disA typical household will
senting vote, the council
see their water-sewer costs
adopted Cicirelli's proposal
increase only a few dollars a
following budget talks that
year, Smith said.
started in April.
Cicirelli's budget also contains money to revive a secreLeBlanc argued that the
tarial position that was elimigeneral budget has siphoned
nated several years ago in the
too much money from other
city clerk's office.
sources, such as the watersewer fund. He also opposed
Clerk Eileen DeHart has
Cicirelli's decision to expand
trimmed spending in her
her administration by revivoffice to help pay for the posiing the position of economic
tion.
development director, which
Councilwoman Cheryl
she eliminated early in her
Graunstadt voiced concerns
mayoral term.
about long-term costs for the
LeBlanc suggested hiring a position, although she ultimately voted in favor of the
contractor rather than resurnew budget along with
recting an administrative
Godbout and council colpost to spearhead economic
leagues Michael Kehrer,
development efforts.
Charles Pickering, Robert
Cicirelli's plan is expected
Stottlemyer and William
to boost the budget surplus
Wild.
to $2.1 million - tenfold the
mere $200,000 that she
The new budget will allow
inherited early in her term.
Cicirelli's administration to
Cicirelli attributed the
move ahead with several bigincrease mostly to prudent
ticket purchases, including
spending, although the city
10 more retro-lookihg, black
also will receive $625,000 by and white police cars.
selling land near a fire station
On Monday, the mayor
on the southeast side.
vowed that her administration will continue seeking
Councilman James
ways to improve the city's
Godbout embraced the new
finances and boost the budgbudget, saying the city has
et surplus.
weathered state revenue cuts
without cutting services to
"We will work hard to
residents.
increase it," she said.
Cicirelli's new spending
plan will cut the city's
dclem@oe.homecomm.net | (734) 953-2310
BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

BRIAN LOOPER

Retiring teacher Richard Gordon looks on as John Glenn High School graduates move to the podium to accept their diplomas at commencement
ceremonies held on the campus of Eastern Michigan University Saturday. For more on the ceremony, see Pages A2-3.

s wave red
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Fifteen school buses. Fifteen Reading
Recovery teachers, Fifteen class size
reduction teachers. Art, music and media
classes at all of the elementaries schools.
Each one represents about $1 million,
roughly what the Wayne-Westland
Community Schools would lose if a state
Senate subcommittee's proposed K-12
funding plan becomes a reality.
"This is a travesty," said Superintendent
Greg Baracy of Senate Bill 279- "They're

over Senate bills

' finding a way to increase
our foundation
allowance, but also finding a way to decrease it."
In an brief sent June 2,
the Middle Cities
Education Association
alerted its members to
SB279, the Senate
Greg Baracy
Appropriations
Subcommittee on K-12 School Aid's proposed funding plan for fiscal'2006.
School officials have fired out a letter to
three state senators - Laura Toy, R-

Livonia, Raymond Basham, D-Taylor,
and Bruce Patterson, R-Canton - whose
districts include Wayne-Westland, urging
them to oppose that bill and a second
one, SB266, which would shift $18 million from the School Aid Fund to community colleges,
"It really shows they're continuing their
shell game. They're finding a way to eliminate revenue out of the budget, but in
front of the media, they're still saying
they support the foundation allowance,"
PLEASE SEE S E N A T E , A 6

Ypsi woman faces trial for embezzlement
BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

An Ypsilanti woman will face trial in
Wayne County Circuit Court for charges
of embezzling $19,300 while she worked
for a Westland company that sells lingerie
and sex toys.
Fikisha Anjel Taylor could face penalties ranging up to five years in prison, if
she's convicted of taking money from
Lover's Lane corporate headquarters on
Ford Road, east of Hix.
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Taylor was ordered to stand trial after
she waived her right to a preliminary
hearing last Thursday in Westland 18th
District Court - a decision that averted
pretrial testimony.
She remains free on a $10,000 personal
bond as she awaits trial.
Taylor is accused of embezzling $19,300
from Feb. 5 through April 22 while she
worked as a human resources assistant for
Lover's Lane.
She is accused of giving herself thousands of dollars in bonuses and having
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them deposited directly into her bank
account.
Police started an investigation into
missing money after another Lover's Lane
employee noticed problems with financial
statements, Sgt. David Heater has said.
Taylor, married with a 7-year-old
daughter, was charged after authorities in
April executed a search warrant at her
home and seized bank statements.
She has no criminal history.
dciem@oe.nomecomm.net | (734) 953-2110
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Glenn's Class of 2005 receives diplomas
Photographs and information about
the Wayne Memorial High School Class
of 2005 graduation will appear in the
Sunday, June 12, issue of the Observer.

The Eastern Michigan
University Convocation Center
provided the backdrop
Saturday as family and friends
gathered to watch the member
of John Glenn High School's
Class of 2005 graduate.
The students heard from
School Superintendent Greg
Baracy and from 2005
Distinguished Alumnus
Marine Capt. Grayson T. Story
during the ceremony.
A1992 summa cum laude
Glenn graduate, he attended
U.S. Naval Academy at
Annapolis, Md., where was
selected to work with NATO as
a Foreign Language Scholar
and received two varsity lightweight football letters.
He graduated from the
Naval Academy in 1996 with a
bachelor of science in international relations and national
security policy.
He has served in a variety of
positions at the Naval
Academy, Camp Lejeune, N.C.,
Fort Knox, Ky., and Camp
Pendleton, Calif., and has been \
stationed in Okinawa, South
Korea, Haiti, Greece, Spain,
Kuwait and Iraq.
He had received numerous
service decorations, including
four Sea Service Deployment
Ribbons, Korean Defense
Service Medal, War on
Terrorism Service Medal, Iraqi
Campaign Medal, War on
Terrorism Expeditionary
Medal, two Navy and Marine
Corps Achievement Medals
and two Navy and Marine
Corps Commendation Medals
with combat distinguishing
device for valor.
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Robert Joseph Haarer,
Kimberly Mary Hagelthorn,
Michele Lee Hahling, Kristina
Kay Hall, Robin Jamie Hall,
Krystal Marie Hanley,
Cordarro Kalief Harper, Tara
Mae Harrington, Jack S.
Harris Jr., Angela Susan
Hastings, Robert Charles
Havro, Diane Leah Hawkins,
Jessica Ann Hays, Ashleigh
Lynne Hayter, Lance Matthew
Hengesbaugh, Thomas
James Henley.

PHOTOS BY BRIAN LOOPER

Chantal Moore (left), the Class of 2005 president, and treasurer Kellie
Coughanour applaud during remarks by Superintendent Gregory Baracy,
during John Glenn High School's graduation ceremony Saturday.
Michelle Bloom, Sara Melissa
Boczar, Jennifer Lynn Boris,
Carson Elizabeth Boron.
Shawn David Borton, Toni
Bourcier, Nicole Marie Bower,
Jaret Edward Bozigian, Brian
James Bradley Jr., Melissa
Ann Braunstein, Adrian
Eugene Brazier, Jason Ryan
Brendel, Emily Grace
Brennan, Edward John Brown
II,, Brandon Michael Budnick,
David Lee Burgess, Derrick
Antoine Bush Jr., Melinda
Sue Cahiil, Cristina Laura
Calbajos, Reanne Pascua
Calma.

Graduating during commencement ceremonies were:
Latasha Shantel Albert,
Qurat ul-Ain Ali, Etyse Aurora
Allard, Kevin Lawrence
Allore, Eric William Arakelian,
Borislav Dimitrov Atanasov,
Joseph Robert Bacer Jr.,
Jesse David Backman,
Stefanie Jean Bader, Melissa
Marie Ballard, Christopher
Joseph Banaszak, William
Edward Barrett, Joseph
Donald Barrow, Shannon
Margaret Barton, Joshua
David Bartrum.

Amanda Leigh Campbell,
Samantha Rae Cannon,
Dominique Rene Cantu, Sean
Jeffery Caram, Keyauna
Mon'e Card, Ryan Timothy
Carlington, Orlando Leon
Carswell, John Edward
Caston, Angela Marie
Cetrone, Jasmeka K.
Chambers, Jeffrey Scott
Chambers Jr., Ashley Megan
Cherry, Situnyiwe Tembe
Chirunga, Daniel Owen
Chisholm, Alexander Leon
Christian.

Amber Nicole Batayeh,
Nathan Samuel Beard,
Melissa Ann Begarowicz,
Navjot Kaur Benipal,
Stephanie Nicole Beveridge,
Jessica Kerr Biglow, Sean
Christopher BHodeau,
Timothy Charles Bingham,
Brandon Anthony Bise,
Catherine Susan Blanck,
Alexis Nicole Btand, Colleen

Thomas William Cichowski,
Gary Ronald Cingel I I , ,
Monica Railene Clenney,
Shaun Edward Clinton,
Jacquelyn Victoria Coats,
Mlga Agim Coka, Ryan Alfred

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD
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Alison Freeman, Roy Patrick
Fretenborough, Scott William
Gabbert Jr., Stephanie Jean
Gagnon, Jennifer Lynne
Galindo, Michael George
Galunas, Alicia Lynn Gardner,
Rachael Marie German,
Christopher Lee Gibson.
Danielle Eva Gibson,
Joshua Foster Gierada,
Jennifer Marie Gienn, Starla
Nadine Glenn, Bryn Marie
Glotfelty, Dayna Shanale
Goldston, Ava Joanne
Gomez, Jessica Leigh
Grabowski, Whitney Rae
Graham, Bradley Alexander
Gray, Lesley Maria Grayson,
Brett Joseph Green, Bruce
Aaron Green, David Melvin
Grissom, Jessica Lin Gunn,
Andrew Michael Haarer.
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Collinqs, Nicole Ann Colon,
Anthony John Colosimo,
Amanda Kaye Coiwell,
Brittany Anne Coiwell,
Theodore Edward Conley,
Matthew Joseph Cooper,
Royce Darnell Cooper, Kellie
Kay Coughanour, Jarett
David Coulter.
Daniel Mark Cover I I , ,
Amanda Marie Cox, Jeffery
Alan Cox, Maurice Comet
Cox, Jamie Lynn Craig,
Stevie Cruz Crase, Brittany
Tashay Crawford, Kyle
Matthew Dahn, Brandon
Anthony Davis, Megan
Denise Davis, Michelie Rene
Davis, Stephanie Marquisha
Davis, Andrew Carl Dean,
Megan Margaret Dean, Julia
Susan DeGroot, Michelle
Diane DeGuzman.
Jaycob Ryan Delpiano,
Vincent Deno DeLuca,
Stephen Micheal DeRosia,
Robert W. Destrampe Jr.,
Brisida Vasillaq Dhembi,
Samantha Julia-Lou Dillard,
Ashley Nicole Dobos,
Amanda Kathleen Doherty,
Raymond Thomas Domzatski
Jr., Jennifer Kristine Dotson,
Ryan Joseph Doupe, Kayla
Marie Downing, Ryan Edward
Downs, Sadie Amanda Dube.
Barry Blake Eberhardt Jr.,
Amber Nicole Edens, Laura
Marie Eiben, Vernon Lee
Emmons, Jr., Taneisha
Shanta Ervin, Michelle
Elizabeth Erwin, David
Anthony Espinoza, Tina
Janay Evans, Nicole
Elizabeth Ezekiel, Jonathon
William Fenton, Joseph Alien
Ferguson, Nicholas Earl
Ferrara, Joshua James Fetty,
Aaron Raymond Figurski,
James Robert Fisher.
Kyle Fisher, Chelsie Lynn
Fitt, Alicia Anne Fitzpatrick,
Scott Lee Fletcher, Tearra
Brooke Forbes, Shawn
Michael Fournier, Ashley

Erica Nichole Hensley,
Benjamin Dowe Hinken,
Alisha Monae Hitchcock, Eric
Patrick Hitt, Steven Charles
Holden, Tiffany Ann
Holloway, Sarah Marie Holt,
Michael Anthony Holten,
Joshua Mark Horyn, Rhonda
Lynn Houk, Ashley Nichole
Hubert, Kiarra Re'Shawn
Huddleston, Ryan Matthew
Hudy, Tarra Breanne Mae
Hunt, DaVita Kristina Hurst.
Dominek Devon Jackson,
Sheryl Alyse Jacobs, Evls
Jakova, Steven Edward
Jaynes, Corderro Robinson
Jenkins, Megan Elizabeth
Johnson, Rosetta Pearl
Johnson II,
Carley K. Jones, Chauncy
DeLane Jones, Jamal LeMar
Jones, Korrie Ann Jones,
LaToya Lee Jones, Lyndon
Daryle-James Jones II,
Elizabeth Ann Jordan,
Jeremy Lee Jozefczak,
Shelby Elizabeth Kaplan,
Kenneth Francis Kardel Jr.,
Kassandra Lin Kierpaul, Erica
Anne Kimber, Samanth^ Mari
Kimber, Jonathan David
Kimble, Adam Joseph
Kinczkowski, Clifford Ray
Kitchen Jr.,
Keith Anthony Knurick,
Heather Marie Kobylarek,
Shawn Kohsmann, Nadiola
Korean, Xhensil Alfredo
Korcari, Joshua David
Krupin, Shannon Marie
Krushlin, Tiffany Maurine
LaCroix, Cory Andrew
LaGuire, Sean Clinton
LaGuire, Emily Shannon
Laird, Stephanie Marie Lane,
Brandon Scott Lang, Jessica
Raeleen Langley, Brittnee
Marie Lawfield.
Eric Waiter Leach, Andre
Tyrone Ledbetter, Kelly
Melissa Ledbetter, Jamall
Gary Lee, Nicholas Robert
Leija, Sarah Marie Lemond,
Jillian Michelle Lentine,
Stephanie Lynn Leonard,
Aaron Robert Leveske, Adam
Charles Lewis, Kristen Nicole
Lewis, Amanda Jane Lilla,
Nathan Edward Lum, Aubrey
Racheal Lynn, Grant Ryan
MacDonald, Kaleigh Ann
Madden.
Emily Christine Magee,

Here's what everybody has been waiting for...

y to this sale. Some
not be on sale.
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Greater Detroit Newsoam Network

The 2005 Distinguished Alumnus, Marine Capt. Grayson Story, speaks to the
graduating class as Superintendent Gregory Baracy (far left) and Principal
Joan Sedik look on.
Jarren Anthony Manning,
Charles Thomas Marleau II,
Justin Louis Marroquln,
Joshua Edward Marshbanks,
Lydell Eric Mason IV, Kyle
Garrison Maxwell, Rachel
Lynne Mayes, Jonathan
Daniel McCahill, Tanisha
Lasha McCassel, Barbara
Ann McClung, Joshua Russell
McCollum, Karie Renee
McCollum, Katie Marie
McCollum.
Stacy Lynn McConnell,
Jeremy David McEvoy,
James Martin McGinnis,
Stephanie Ann McGuire,
Robert Nicholas McKinney,
Kiaira Alexandria McMiliian,
Lakita Marie McMiliian,
James Scott Meldrum II,
Shanna Brittney Mewton,
James Michael Meyer,
Joseph Frank Michalek, Jaiml
Alise Mitchell, Chantal
Katrina Moore, Jessica
Nicole Moore.
Megan Joi Moore, Rebecca
Jeanette Morawsky, Anthony
Joseph Morello Jr., Roslyn
Marie Morris, Brian Vincent
Morrow, Alicia Lynn Morton,
Nicole Marie Murphy, Trystan
.Murphy-Fahlgren, Gerald
Wayne Murray, Saif Nabil
Naber, Nicole Nadasen,
Bradley Edward Napora,
Allison Rae Nardone,
Matthew Richard Nardone,
Amelia Jo Nash.
Crystal Marie-Dawn
Niedermeyer, Calvin C.
Nobles Jr., Nathan Bernard
Noeyack, Jeffrey Adam
Novak II, Justin Terry O'Neill,
Jaunine Rachel Ochoa,
Benjamin George Oliphant,
Jeremy Jarrel Oliver, Enea
Agron Onuzi, Jeffry Joseph
Opoka, Melissa Lynn
Osborne, Dennis William
Overstreet, Brittany Danae
Owen, Megan Marie Palka,
Melissa Jo Palka.
Michael Lee Palmer, Shawn
Ryan Palmer, Vera Patushaj,
Anthony Thomas Parrish,
Sachiben A. Patel, Sonal S.
Pate), Jessica Leanne
Patrick, Richard Allen Paul
Jr., Lauren Michelle Perry,
Aaron Michael Peterson,
Jazzmenn Lee Peterson,
Gangayswhar Kumer Phagoo,
Erinn Nicole Phillips,
Margaret Grace Phillips,
Patrice Pickens, Steven
Mitchell Pisarski.
Terry Earl Pittman, Jayne
Marie Plante, Deborah Lynn
Podorsek, Jennifer llene
Porter, Brandolyn Kristen .
Powell, Mindy Lynn Rader,
John Adam Radomski II,
Robert Joseph Randolph,
Sharrod LaRoyce Rawls,
Ryan Michael Ray, Anthony
Michael Reaume, Brittany
Danielle Redden, Stephanie
Marie Rees, Kyle James
Reichert, Sydney-Morgan
Reinhart.
Nathan Renard, James
Matthew Restum, Mia Britney
Reynolds, Darryi Keith Rice,
Adi A. Rihani, Tahitia Allante
Roberts, Samuel Hoyt
Robertson III, Joshua Allen
Rockwell, Corey Michael

Rodler, Charles Douglas Rose
Jr., Devin Leigh Ross, Allen
William Rushtow, Derek
Charles Sample, Alison Jean,
Sanders, Ashley Darlene
Sanders, Kimberly Ann
Sanders.
Jessica Mary Sanford,
Charles D. Sankey, Jonathan.
Michael Sanow, Bernadette
Kathleen Savard, Andrew
Jerome Schmitt, Teresa
Marie Schneider, Vanessa
Danielle Schrock, Brett
Andrew Schwatz, Jordan
Michel Scott, James Richard
Sharkey, Duane Robert
Shewmaker, Jessica Ann
Shippe, Rachael Elizabeth
Shock, Rachel Marie Sienko,
Brian Davendra Singh.
Rachael Courtney Smith, ,
Rachel Kristen Smith,
Shannon Lynn Smith, Todd
Anthony Smith, Joseph
Arthur Smitherman, Brandon
David Sneddon, Corey James.
Snyder, Pawanpreet Singh
Sohi, Ashley Nicole
Sorensen, Donna Marie
Soulliere, Sean Michael
Southard, Richard Michael
Stanek, Heather Angela
Stanfel, Natalie Shea
Starbuck, Philip Matthew
Stephens.
Ashley Rae Stone, Erika
Jae St raka-Conway, Zachary
Joseph Stutz, Suhas
Mangalore Sudarshan, Aneta.
Sudol, Brett Matthew
Sullivan, Anastasia Swasey,
Christopher Stephen Szydlo,
Klnjal Kamlesh Talati, Melissa^
Danielle Talerico, Jourdane .
Sarmiento Tanap, Deidra
Marie Taylor, Jason Scott
Tenorio, Joseph Anthony
Terry, Louis John Terry,
Chrystal LaShawn Thomas.
irvington Kanon Thomas
Jr., Carly Anne Thompson,
Isaiah Edward Thompson,
Andre Lamont Thornton,
Charmane DaniileThurmand,;
Ryan Sullivan Tierney,
Christopher Ryan Treat, Toni
Marie Trout, Brad Russell
Trudeau, Darriari Demarr
Tucker, Erik James Tuttie,
Angela Nicole Uhlian,
Jennifer Ann Vander Klipp,
Bryan James VanToll, Brent
Ryan-Paul Verrot.
Kimberly Lynn Vignoe,
Geoffrey Nolan Walchak,
Karlye Renee Walker,
Rebecca Ann Walker, Patrick
Joseph Wall, Samantha Ruth
Walling, Amber Nicole
Webster, Marika Germaine
Wegiel, Jonathon Casmir
Wejroch, Seth Lane Welty,
Brent David Werth, Tara Ann
Westergard, Renee Catherine
White, Robert Philip White,
Renal Sheronne Whitmore. ,
Amber Nicole Widmer,
Tanya Marie Wildt, Krystal
Nicole Williams, Samuel)
Norman Williams, Robert
James Worthy, Siccara .
Ladawn Wright, Nicole Diane
Ybarra, ShaVaughn Shaniece
Young, Kevin William
Youngpeter, Rebecca Ann
Zarbaugh and Rick Edward
Zuccaro.
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GARDEN CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT
6000 MIDDLEBELT
GARDEN CITY, MI 48135
The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be
sold at public auction on Tuesday, June 14, 2005 at 9:00 A.M. The
auction is to be held at Westland Car Care Towing, 6375 His Rd.,
Westland, MI 48185.
Please Note: The bidding will start at the towing and storage
YEAR & MAKE
1991 Lincoln
1997 Ford Taurus
1987 Ford Tempo
1993 Ford Taurus
1991 Buick
1992 Buick Century
1992 Pontiac
1990 Dodge Dynasty
1990 Chevy Cavalier
1994 GMC
1986 Chrysler
1995 Nissan
1987 Toyota
1991 Geo Prizm
1988 Chevy Corsica
Publish: June 9,2005

STYLE
4 DR
4 DR
4 DR
4 DR
4 DR
4 DR
2 DR
4 DR
2 DR
SW
4 DR
4 DR
PU
4 DR
4 DR

VIN#
1LNCM9745MY715423
1FALP52U0VG180123
1FABP36XXHK130254
1FACP5248PG292736
11G4CW53L1M1678251
1G4AG54N5N6445166
1G2WJ14T4NF315717
1B3XC56R0LD913252
1GUC14G4LJ129536
1GKDM19Z6RB532467
1C3BF66P2GX534931
1N4BU31D6SC122398
JT4RN50R7H0287451
1Y1SK5465MZ066359
1G1LT51W7JY290446
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17 honored as valedictorians Committee looks at
j » Seventeen students were
jtappi^d as valedictorians of
Lfcti) Glern's Class of 2005.
J^e^Ognizt d for their academic
achievement were:
• Melissa Ann Braunstein,
the daughter of Robert and
Xgtariia Braunstein, She had a
4.16 j;rade point average. She
will attend Eastern Michigan
University to study psychology.
to Rachael Marie German,
thtj daughter of Scott and
Cathy German. She h a d a 4.0
gra&e-point average. She will
attend Central Michigan
University to study sports
medicine.
• Andrew Michael Haarer,
the son of Michael and Gloria
Haarer. He had a 4.024 grade
point average. He will attend
Calvin College to study biology.
• Robert Joseph Haarer, the
son of Michael and Gloria
Haarer. He h a d a 4.024 grade
point average. He will attend
Calvin College to study biology.
• Angela Susan Hastings,
the daughter of Freda and
Michael Hastings. She h a d a
4.024 grade point average. She
will attend Grand Valley State
University to study elementary
education/English.
• Stephanie Ann McGuire,
t h e daughter of Victor a n d
Andrea McGuire. She had a
4.071 grade point average. She
will attend Alma College to
study pre-medicine.
1
• • Roslyn Marie Morris, the
daughter of Charlene Morris.
She had a 4.022 grade point
average.
She will attend the
University of Michigan-..
Dearborn to study business
marketing.
• Sachiben A. Patel, t h e
daughter of Pina and Ashok
Patel. She had a 4.119 j r a d e
point average.
-"""
She will attend the
University of Michigan in Ann
Arbor to study pre-medicine^--'
and biology. ,_..--;
""'
• Sonal S. Patel, the daughter of Shantosh and Meena
Patel. Sheftad a 4.064 grade
point average. She will attend
Wayne State University to
study pharmacy. ..
B Lauren Michelle Perry, the
daughter of Leslie and Judith
Perry. She hadja.-4-.00 grade
point average. She will attend
Albion College to study ~
English^
• Sean MichaeiSouthard,
the son of Charles and Cheryl
Southard. He h a d a 4.04 grade
point average. He will attend
University of-Michigan in Ann
Arbor to study molecular, cellular and developmental biology• Charmane Daniile
Thurmand, the daughter of
Tyrone and Charlien
Thurmand. She had a 4ioo
grade point average. She will
attend Central Michigan
University to study pre-medicine and biology.
• Jennifer Ann Vander
Klipp, the daughter of Robert
and Theresa Vander Klipp. She
had a 4.098 grade point average. She will attend Eastern
Michigan University to study
chemistry and secondary education.
• Bryan James VanToll, the
son of Theodore and Mary
VanToll. He had a 4.095 grade
point average. He will attend
Western Michigan University
to study music education.
• Marika Germaine Wegiel,
the daughter of Renate
Wegiel. She had a 4.200 grade
point average.

running Livonia district
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA

They are looking at whether buildings might
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When it comes to the fixture of Livonia Public
Schools, the district's demographics committee
won't take any changes lightly.
The all-volunteer committee - consisting of
staff, students, administrators, board trustees,
and community members - organized earlier
this year to examine the needs and makeup of
the school district, and to determine how to
most effectively run the district with what limited finances may be available.
"I think we're really trying to be proactive,"
said Randy Liepa, superintendent.
The goal of the participants involved studying
everything from school attendance boundaries
and the use and location of school buildings t o
the configuration of grade levels and restructuring options.
For example, the committee is discussing
whether sixth grade should be moved from t h e
elementary to middle schools, or if its feasible to
close another school building or redistrict exist-,
ing boundaries. They are looking at whether
buildings might be under-utilized, and how staff
might be effected by changes.
The committee itself is divided into three
groups. The first focused o n reaching out to
determine what t h e district a n d community values most. The second group has delved into
educational research. While the third group is
coming up with options for the future of the
school district.
Throughout the process, committee members
said all "stakeholders" were included, from students to staff, retirees to PTA members. Using
surveys, informational meetings at the schools
and a DVD presentation, committee members
hope that all who might be impacted will be
informed and have a voice in the decisions
which will be made.
"I feel pretty positive about it," said Elaine
Koons, a committee member.
So does Kevin Whitehead, board president.
"We recognize we're asking folks what they
think about different things. We're listening a n d
responding to the ideas of a large group. And it's
a very positive thing."
The work of the demographics committee fits
into the district's ongoing Vision process. It
aims to:
• Create updated, well-maintained facilities.
B Meet student's educational needs a n d p r o -

be under-utilized, and how staff might be
effected by changes.

vide a variety of opportunities to them.
• Provide for continuous improvement.
"The survey was very open-ended," said Julie
King, an Emerson teacher a n d committee m e m ber. "We asked 'What do you want us to'think
about and why?'"
She said the responses often centered on "student learning as opposed to individual concerns."
Koons said the reaction, she's noticed throughout the district has been one of appreciation for
"keeping us informed" and "giving us time to
transition."
Liepa said whatever the district's response,
the committee and administration will b e able
to back up its decisions. "We can tell t h e m why,"
he said. "We want to know what people are
thinking."
No major changes will occur this fall, b u t students, staff a n d parents will see the committee's
proposal for changes sometime this fall. It will
come before the board of education for
approval.
"This really is an open process," said King, "It's
not pre-determined. We're not trying to sell
(something). There is no set individual agenda
or group agenda."
Whitehead said there is more to the demographics process than just "looking at numbers."
While any proposed changes, will take into
account the financial concerns of t h e district,
that's not the primary reason for the process.
"We are still spending $150 million," said
Whitehead, adding that the question becomes
how best to do that.
King said the proposal t h e committee is working on looks at more t h a n just the coming year
or two. It is a long-range plan.
Whitehead considers t h e demographics committee to be another form of communication
within t h e school district. H e hopes the process
will answer the question: "How can we be a better organization?"
scasola@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2054
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She will attend University of
Michigan-Dearborn to study
computer engineering.
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grade point average. She will
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RACE FOR THE CURE
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Struggles turn to blessings for Race for Cure chairwoman p «- *"*
"

'

BY SANDRA DAIKA-PRYSBY
CORRESPONDENT
'

to be held at
same time

T

Some luck of the Irish. A
caring heart. A sensitive and
wonderful spouse. A supportive group of family and friends.
A touch of feistiness.
These are just a few of the
gifts that Maureen Keenan
Meldrum has been blessed
with over the years.
With these gifts, Meldrum
has been able to survive two of
life's greatest challenges - the
death of a child and breast
cancer.
These challenges, in turn,
were instrumental in shaping
her career path.
She is the director of Breast
Cancer Special Programs for
the Barbara Ann Karmanos
Cancer Institute and chair of
the Susan G. Komen Cancer
• Foundation Detroit Race for
the Cure.
Like many other young
women in the late 1960s and
early '70s, Meldrum went from
high school to college to marriage, children and life in the
-^suburbs.
For her, however, divorce followed - "we were too young
^-when we got m a r r i e d ^ a n d
• she became a struggling work*•*""• ing mom with two small children.
_^^ ^ - H e r English degree from
Mercy College gained her entry
,^4nto the very demanding corporate world. Then, her life
changed and became enriched
"^"wheirshe met and married
Michael Meldrum. That was
30 years ago.
-—- —
^ U F E CHANGING
A few years later, tragedy
struck. An automobile accident
~ killed her 9-year-old daughter,
Courtney. ---—-—
-.'- "A car came up on the sidewalk and struck her while she
was riding her bike with her
brother, Jfason" said Meldrum.
"What followed was the most
devastating time of our lives.
We made it through the grief
with the love and support of
our large extended family and
friends"
Shortly after the loss of
Courtney, the Meldrums took
the positive step of adding to
their family. They adopted a 5-

«•-.!

j

J- \
i

^

»

•
i

P
1 J

LAWRENCE MCKEE STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Maureen Meldrum and her husband, Michael, are driving forces behind the upcoming Race for the Cure.
year-old Korean orphan.
(Their daughter, Susan, is now
age 29; Jason is 36.)
The family was thriving and,
on a professional level,
Meldrum had advanced to a
senior management position in
a large corporation. Then,
beginning in 1990, her second
greatest challenge began.
Although this wife and
mother had periodic mammograms (breast X-rays), "but not
as regular as they should have
been," a lump was discovered
in one of her breasts by her
husband.
This discovery, subsequent
testing and lots of research - "I
learned how to do research in
business, so I kicked into gear
to learn everything I could
about breast cancer and the
best place for treatment" - led
her to the Karmanos Cancer
Institute. This facility arid the
University of Michigan are the

only internationally ranked
comprehensive cancer centers
in Michigan. This means,
according to Meldrum, that
these centers have the best and
most ongoing research, which
is then put into practice.
SURVIVING CANCER
Two years a treatment,
including chemotherapy,
which resulted in hair loss, and
a mastectomy have enabled
Meldrum to survive cancer.
"When I lost my breast, I had
to remind myself that I'm not
defined by a body part."
Her husband was at her side
during all the doctor appointments and treatments.
Meldrum said he and others
provided her with a huge support system. Although tested
physically and emotionally
while going through this
ordeal, she knew she was going
to get through this difficult

period.
"If I could get through the
loss of a child, I could get
through anything" she said.
In 1993, this breast cancer
survivor again was tested emotionally when her younger sister* Shelia, who had two young
children at the time, was diagnosed with breast cancer. It
was the third time cancer had
hit her family." Years earlier,
her brother had been successfully treated for the disease.
"After helping my sister in
her recovery, I re-evaluated my
life," she said. "I no longer
wanted to spend 75 hours a
week in the corporate world. I
wanted to do something that
would allow me to better help
others."
For two years, she volunteered for the speaker's bureau
for Karmanos and shared her
story with others - "It was and
continues to be a perfect fit for

Welcome to your next job...living.

t

me."
While this dynamo oversees
major initiatives, such as Race
for the Cure, she also spreads
the message of the importance
of early detection of breast
cancer.
Meldrum is not alone in her
fight against breast cancer.
"My husband is incredible
and equally committed to this
effort," she said. He serves as
financial chair for the race and
helped to establish Friends for
the Cure, which has generated
more than 40 percent of the
revenues for the race.
"I have been blessed with so
many gifts, but some of the
best have come through my
work at Karmanos and on the
race," Meldrum said. "So many
people - staff, volunteers, survivors and sponsors - give so
much to this cause. I get to see
what is in their hearts. How
fortunate I am."

The 2005 Race for the Cure Z
will take place on the same
weekend as the Detroit Festival J
of the Arts, held Friday, June 10,
through Sunday, June 12.
Midtown Detroit is home to "
both events, an enticement to
"make a day of it and make a difference."
The Max, home of the Detroit' '.
Symphony Orchestra, is midway' ;
on the route.
.
The Susan G. Komen Breast
Cancer Foundation Detroit Race'
for the Cure, presented locally '
by the Barbara Ann Karmanos "
Cancer Institute, is Michigan's
largest foot race and part of a
series of over 100 Komen
"
Foundation races, which will
attract over one million participants worldwide.
The race raises funds to support local breast cancer screen- .
ing, education and treatment
programs as well as national
research. The 2004 race
brought 30,000 people to
Detroit's midtown and raised
more than $1.2 million. Since
1992, Komen's Detroit Race has '\
raised almost $8 million.
The event features a 5K competitive race timed by the Motor
City Striders, a 5K walk and a
one-mile walk. The DSO's Civic ;
Jazz Youth Ensemble will be
among 18 bands and musical
performers as well as cheerlead- '
ers from schools and local sports
teams, who will inspire runners v
and walkers along the race
route. The race route runs up
and back along Woodward
Avenue from Comerica Park to
Warren, where the Detroit
Festival of the Arts will begin
after the closing ceremonies for j
the race. Now in its 19th year, '[
the Detroit Festival of the Arts
presented by Marshall Field's is '•
a three-day visual and perform- "'
ing arts extravaganza set in
-,
Midtown Detroit's Cultural
Center. All activities all free to
the public. For more informa- ':
tion oh the Detroit Festival of ;'
the Arts, visit: www.detroitfestival.com. To learn more about thef
Barbara Ann Karmanos Cancer .
Institute, its activities, or how
you can get involved, visit
www.karmanos.org or call
(800) KARMANOS.
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TRASH

Memorial Day week to volume
and equipment difficulties.
"We had a lot of problems.
I'm not making excuses. I just
want to make sure everything
gets picked up and we're back
on track," he said.
Cicirelli indicated that the
city will need to search for "the
best provider" of trash pickup.
She has personally phoned
Ruthenberg to tell him to
address problems, but she said
the complaints have continued.
Westland City Council
President Charles Pickering
plans to meet with Cicirelli this
week to talk of forming a committee to address problems
with Midwest.
"It is a little disappointing .
that we're getting this kind of
service," Pickering said
Wednesday.
In Garden City, City Manager
David Harvey told council he
would like to have several vendors make time-limited presentations to the council about
trash collection options that
are available.
"Then we can decide on what
we want. The contract is up at
the end of the summer and I'd
rather address it sooner than
later," said Harvey.
Garden City Mayor Jaylee
Lynch agreed.
"We need to be educated as a
council. It's not just a matter of
picking up the trash can," she
said. "I'd love to see four or five
vendors present what they
offer. Then we can determine
what services we want.

FROM PAGE A1

schedule, she said nothing was
collected.
"We found a burned up chair
the next day. The Fire
Department was out at 1:30
a.m. to put out the fire," said
Waltman. "They were out picking up trash at 7 a.m. Sunday."
Midwest wasn't given permission to work in Garden City
on Sunday.
"They were working Sunday
and they are supposed to get
permission, but I'd rather have
them working on Sunday than
leave it out there," said Barnes.
Reno told the Observer that
he is concerned that delayed
trash pickup could lead to
other problems, such as rat
infestation of neighborhoods.
Formerly known as Painter &
Ruthenberg, Midwest
Sanitation lost contracts with
Dearborn Heights earlier this
month and the City of Wayne
last year. Dearborn Heights
residents are complaining
about the lack of service
despite Midwest Sanitation
having a contract in effect
through the end of the month.
Reached Wednesday afternoon, Midwest Sanitation president Paul Ruthenberg said he
had a compost truck following
him to make sure everything
got picked up.
"Westland is running current
and so is Garden City extremely so. We're going to
make sure we stay current,"
said Ruthenberg, who attributed collection problems

(W)
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ACHIEVERS
Girl Scouts of the Huron
Valley Council recently honored Carol Baker of Westland
for her outstanding volunteer
efforts and support of Girl
Scout programming. Baker
was presented an Adult
Appreciation Pin at the council's 2005 Annual Volunteer
Recognition Dinner held in
April.
Baker has served the Huron
Valley Council in many capacities for more than nine years.
She has been a leader, Services
director, delegate and cookie
manager. Currently, she is an
administrative volunteer in
Westland.
Baker mentors new leaders
and promotes the importance
of proper training to all volunteers. She is a role model that
inspires the adult volunteers
around her to do their best.
"Our Appreciation Pin exemplifies the true meaning of
community service," said Gail
Scott, chief executive officer of
Girl Scouts of the Huron Valley
Council. "It is awarded to volunteers, like Carol, who provide outstanding service in
their own communities and
deliver exemplary programs to
girls."
Dr. David T. Walsworth, a
family physician in Westland,
was elected to the Michigan
State Medical Society Board of
Directors during the 140th

annual MSMS House of
Delegates meeting on May 1 in
Dearborn.
Walsworth, a graduate of the
Wayne State University School
of Medicine, will serve a oneyear term on the MSMS board,
representing members of the
MSMS Young Physician •
Section.
The Michigan State Medical
Society is the statewide professional association of 14,500
medical doctors in Michigan
affiliated with the American
Medical Association. Physician
policies on various issues *
involving public health, health
care delivery and medical
ethics are set at the annual
MSMS House of Delegates
meeting.

Holden, Sheryl Jacobs,
Heather Kobylarek, Shannon
Krushlin, Jessica Langley,
Kristen Lewis, Kyle Maxwell,
Stephanie McGuire, James
Meyer, Chantal Moore, Roslyn
Morris, Jeffrey Novak, Megan
Falka, Sachiben Patel, Sonal
Patel, Lauren Perry, Stephanie
Rees, Kyle Reichert, Rachel
Sienko, Ashley Sorensen, Sean
Southard, Ashley Stone,
Charmane Thurmand, Erik
Tuttle, Bryan Van Toll,
Jennifer VanderKUpp, Marika
Wegiel, Renee White and
Tanya Wildt.

High School seniors honored
included Christopher
Atkinson, Kevin Bender,
Jeffrey Bowling, Timothy
Breen, Alex Brinza, David
Budde, Benjamin Chabala,
Martin Collins, Matthew
Craig, Daniel Crawford,
Thomas Daigneau, Charles
Drummpnd, Matthew Fleszar,
Corey Flood, Bret Fortuna,
Nicholas Foster, Daniel Gill,
Andrew Gonyea, Jeffrey Grad,
Michael Holda, Kevin Hughes,
Gary Klump, Anthony Kudron,
Michael Kurtz, Douglas
Laurain, Jemius Lee, Adam
Lusch, Daniel Maciolek,
Hamobdy Macki, Evan
McLaughlin, Isaac Miller,
James Musgrave, Alan Olson,
Alan Omilian, Michael
Palombo, Scott Pfeffer,
Dominic Piro, Craig Plonka,
Sterling Price, Thomas
Pugmire, Brett Quada,
Alexander Romine, Zachary
Roofher, Gregory Rost,
Matthew Rutkowski, Anthony
Sabo, Jon Smart, Joshua
Smith, Christopher Szybisly,
Eric Vrtis, Scott Wagner,
Matthew Walters, Brett
Wanamaker, Andrew Well,
Garin Wind, Maxwell
Working, Joseph Zatkoff and
Michael Zuidema.

Wayne Memorial High
School seniors honored include
Taylor Brooks, Amanda Dye,
Nilton Gjeci, Patrick Gorring,
Christina Haley, Kelly Harris,
Ryan Herbst, Tiffany James,
Angelina Johnson, Jason
Kantner, Anthony Karasinski,
Jennifer Kopacz, Sarah
Maynard, Carolyn McCaffery,
Michael Remington, Justin
Schofield, Mark Valentin and
Julie West.
Lutheran High School
Westland seniors honored
included Megan Bahr,
Jacqualine Brewer, Kevin
Brown, Monica Calhoon,
Joshua Davis, Elyse Gieschen,
Christina MacKenzie, Julie
Macomber, Ruth Pranschke,
Jaclyn Puhlman, Joy Schultz,
Jennifer Timm and Christina
Yancy.
Detroit Catholic Central

Detroit Phi Beta Kappa
Association has announced its
honors bestowed to the top
graduating seniors at John
Glenn High School in
Westland.
Honored were Quart AH,
Alexis Bland, Jennifer Boris,
Melissa Braunstein, Emily
Brennan. Situnyiew Chirunga,
Jacquelyn Coats, Anthony
Colosimo, Amanda Colwell,
Andrew Dean, Joslyn DeGroot,
Laura Eiben, Tearra Forbes,
Rachael German, Jessica
Grabowski, Whitney Graham,
Andrew Haarer, Robert
Haarer, Kimberly Hagelthorn,
Angela Hastings, Steven

University of Detroit Jesuit
High and Academy seniors
honored included Benjamin R.
Beckett, RaviT. Bodepudi,
Dane A. Caputo, Samuel N.

Irogers@oe.homecomm.net [ (734) 953-2t03

INFORMATION CENTRAL
Have you seen The Sisterhood of
the Traveling Pants movie yet?
The movie is about four friends
who are spending the summer apart
for the first time. Right before they go
their separate ways, they find a pair of
jeans that miraculously fit all of them
and decide to take turns wearing them
throughouMhe summer as a way to
feel closer to each other. ~ \
The movie is based on a book of the
same name written by Ann Brashares.
In addition to The Sisterhood of the
Traveling-Pants, she has written The
Second Summer of the Sisterhood and
Girls in Pants, both continuations of
the giris' adventures. All three of
these books are available in the young
adult section of the library and make
for great light summer reading.
Girls in Love is also a trilogy about
a group of friends who are facing the
trial of starting high school. Among
Friends is told through the journal
entries of six high school juniors and
shows the secrets and jealousy that
threatens to tear the friends apart.
Emma and Abby were best friends
until something terrible split them up.
Now Abby is missing and Emma is trying to help find her in Missing Abby.
In Big Mouth Ugly Girl, Ursula
stands up for fellow outsider Matt and
an unlikely friendship blooms.
Another story of male-female
friendship is Staying Fat for Sarah
Byrnes. Eric risks his friendship with
Sarah in order to uncover her terrifying secret.
In No Laughter Here, Akilah is also
determined to find out the secret that
she knows her friend Victoria has

been hiding ever since she returned
from her summer trip to Nigeria. The
truth will shock you!
For readers looking for something
shorter, Girl Goddess No. 9 has nine
short stories al! about girls, their
friends, their families and the exciting
things that happen to them.
Some other titles to consider
include The Princess Diaries, Granny
Torrelli Makes Soup, My Heartbeat,
Snail Mail No More and the Make
Lemonade trilogy.
Joust Read: Teen Summer
Reading Program - Registration
begins June 11.
Teen Poetry Contest - High School
and Middle School Divisions - Poetry
may be submitted between June 11
and July 23. Entries can be up to 25
lines and 350 words. Registration
forms are available at the Reference
Desk.
Medieval Movie Madness Day
-10:30 a.m. to 8:30 p.m. See Shrek at
10:30 a.m., Shrek 2a\] p.m., Ella
Enchantedat 3:30 p.m. and Robin
Hood: Prince of Thieves at 6 p.m.
Dragons, Dreams and Daring
Deeds: Children's Summer Reading
Program - Program kickoff 1-4 p.m.
June 11.
Sidewalk Chalk - 7 p.m. June 13. All
ages, come and decorate the library's
sidewalk.
A Little Knight Music -11 a.m.
June 18. Family program. Free tickets.
The William P. Faust Public Library
is at 6123 Central City Parkway,
Westland. For more information call
(734) 326-6123.
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Make it A Summer To Remember!
Sest Selection... More brands... Compare & Save!
little Bum Package
Reg. $1809 How $1447
Plus r n r r picnic Tame
Got A r i l E E

or Sandbox

Save UP To $ 5 9 1
Little Gym Features: 4 x 4 Fort, 10' Slide, Sale
Ends
2 Swings. 1 Trapeze, Rope Climber, Metal
*%,,*,]•
Monkey Bars, Woodguard Corner Posts.
0/11/05

•Based on delivery in zone 1

The Doll HosprUil & Toy Soldier Shop
Murvliiy - Wi:i!Jl«M!.iy 1!) ' i '10 "f Imr-.ilay iO-ft

Have You Heard The

E-Poirerrfy .r*0ia-. ,j$

Three BiG Lies
About Medicaid Eligibility?
•JJ

* i_

%

C

* r i ^ ' " - & . -? TE:*. W ;•',
s - ,:n» ' J , ? ' ^ Dug 2fa 00

Lie # 3 : You have to give your
assets away to protect them.
Truth: You don't have to give up
control of your assets to protect
them.
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TAKE AN
GIVE OUR TROOPS A FREE CALL HOME
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Lie # 1 : If you need a nursing
Do not miss this FREE seminar!
home, Medicaid will take your
house. ,
Wednesday, June 15,2005
Truth: They don't want to and
6:30pm-8:00pm
with proper planning they can't
Livonia Civic Park Senior Center
and they won't.
Lie 2:If you transfer assets,
you have to wait 36 months to
qualify.
Truth: There is no such rule. You
may qualify now.
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15218 Farmington Road
Livonia

EVERY $25 SPENT WITH A PARISIAN CREDIT CARD
THRU JULY 4 WILL PROVIDE A U.S. SOLDIER A FREE
CALL HOME

OFF
15%

*Saks Departmeni Store Group will donate up to a maximum of one million units of
call time distributed through MCI to U.S. Miiitary personnel. Each $25 spent on a
store credit card will generate 25 units ol time. Pltone rates wil! vary determined hy
call country of origin and other unforeseeable conditions and will affect total
minutes of call time available. The offer concludes on July'4th, 2005; however,
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phone time will be available until ail minutes generated from the offer are used.

PARISIAN

Thursday, June 16,2005
10:00am-11:30am
6:30pm-8:00pm
Best Western Southfield
26111 Telegraph Road
Southfield
Refreshments Served

Reserve your space today. Call Toll Tree: 1-800-928-0034
THE FRALEIGH LAW FIRM, PLLC
Peace of Mind Through Legal Planning
Michael Fraleigh, Attorney & Counselor At law
. . . .28900 Telegraph Road, Southfield, MI 48034

Vo wbet\ you opm a Parisipri amount - oo exclusions
VA'UDON'YQURrai^.pAY'SPARSfAN.C^^
TO ORDER ANYTIME, CALL 1-SOO-424-8185: MONDAY THRU SATURDAY, 10:00 AM TO 10:00 PM EST, AND SUNDAY, 11:00 AM TO 7:00 PM EST.
American Express not accepted with phone orders. STORE HOURS: The Village of Rochester Hills (248) 276-6705 and Laurel Park Place (734)953-7500 open Sun. 12-6,
Mon.-Sat. 10-9. CHARGE IT: Parisian Credit Card, MasterCard, Visa, the American Express® Card or Discove«8>. LOCATED AT THE VILLAGE OF ROCHESTER HILLS,
CORNER OF NORTH ADAMS ROAD AND WALTON STREET; AND LAUREL PARK PLACE IN LIVONIA, CORNER OF NEWBURQH ROAD AND SIX MILE ROAD.
'ercentaQffiS off regular prices or cn"i£rrtal pnces, as s h o w n . AcrusJ saving3 may BXC«QO s t a l e d percentage off. " Regular" e n d "Origlner prrces reflect offering prices w r u c h m a y nr:jt havs I-OSEJI tart in scrjjiJl delfc.
Ms re hen d i s s selection may vary n-orn one store t o another
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FROM PAGE A1
said Baracy. "They're taking the funds out
the back door."
; Roseville Democrat Michael Switalski is
the sponsor of SB279, which cleared the
subcommittee last week. The bill includes
Gov. Jennifer Granholm's proposed $175 per
pupil increase in state school aid, but not her
additional $50 per high school student proposal.
It also includes:
• A $22.5 million cut in funding for atrisk programs. The governor had recommended a $33 million increase.
B Partial ~ 50 percent - per pupil school
aid for developmental kindergarten programs.
• A 50 percent reduction in Section 20J
money to "hold harmless" districts with more
than 2,000 students.
Gary Martin, deputy superintendent for
business, calculates that, if approved, the two
bills would end up costing Wayne-Westland
$932,000 or a loss of $68 per student. The
largest chunk - $477,000 - would be at-risk
money, affecting the district's Reading
Recovery and class size reduction programs.
' Martin also calculates that when the
increased costs of retirement and health care
are factored in, the district would lose $71
per student. Retirement costs will jump to
16.34 percent or about $78 per pupil cost,
arid the anticipated increase in health care
costs $100 per student.
"We've done $4 million in cost containment and have a $5 million deficit," said
Martin. "It's like we're chasing our tail."
The report comes just before the school
board is to vote on the 2005-06 budget.
While the district has been able to maintain
its program by cutting costs and tapping into
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Performance A fun cause PLACES AND FACES
workshop set

its reserves, it could face the prospect of borrowing to cover expenses next year, something it hasn't had to do since the early years
of Proposal A.
Proposal A change the way districts were
funded and aimed at equalizing the amount
spent on education around the state.
Arts Company, Project DayDream
However, a June 2004 issue report done by
will hold a performance workshop
the Senate Fiscal Agency, found that only 28 entitled, "Nail That Audition" on June
school districts are better off under Proposal 10.
Awhile 527, including Wayne-Westland, are
The workshop will feature Kevin
in worse shape.
Kennison of Disney Theatrical
Productions. Known as one of the most
In Wayne County, Wayne-Westland came
pre-eminent casting directors in the
in third behind the Plymouth-Canton and
country, Kennison will give performers
Detroit districts in the amount of tax revinsight into what professional casting
enue lost since Proposal A was passed. The
directors expect and are looking for in
district has received $109.1 million under
an audition.
Proposal A compared to $157-7 million it
would have received without it.
Session topics will include under"Their own Senate Fiscal Agency provided standing what is expected in an audition, using rejection as a tool for sucthe information on the effect of Proposal A
and the detrimental effect the legislature's 70 cess, knowing how to present yourself
tax cuts have had on school districts, but this for all types of auditions, appropriate
song selection and beginning a successis information nobody wants to talk about,"
ful audition the moment you walk in
said Baracy. "Their own people are telling
them there's a problem and nobody wants to the door.
listen."
Local notable instructors Mary
Rashid of Walled Lake Central High
Baracy questioned lawmakers' contention
School, Barbara Witlsie of Madonna
that the tax cuts were needed to stimulate
University and Debbie Tedrick of
the state's economy, noting Michigan has
Interact Entertainment will join
beaten out Alaska as "the state in the worst
Kennison in the four-hour workshop
shape in the nation" currently.
designed to help actors and singers
"We can control our spending and we've
sharpen their performance skills and
done an excellent job, but we can't control
our revenue and we have a stranger control- techniques.
ling our destiny, and that's just plain wrong,"
The workshop, designed for students
he added. "They're taking a good solid
in third-grade through college level,
school district like Wayne-Westland and dis- will start at 4 p.m. It will be held at
mantling it brick by brick.
Madonna University; 36600
Schoolcraft, Livonia. There is a fee of
"It's going to take some real backbone to
solve these problems and stop sacrificing the $45 per person, and pre-registration is
required. Call Project DayDream at
children of Michigan."
(248) 219-7644 or by e-mail at
Info @ DayDreaminc.Net.
smason@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2112

Parents can get child identification kits for their children by
attending a free event 2-4 p.m.
Monday, June 20, at Bobby's
Bouncers, 38620 Michigan
Avenue, in Wayne.
The kits allow parents to store
information, such as fingerprints, that can help authorities
find children in the event that
they are lost or abducted.
Participants will be given free
pizza and pop, and a play area
of Bobby's Bouncers will be
open for children to play.
The event is also being sponsored by the Westland Police .
Officers Association, the
Westland and Wayne D.A.R.E. .
programs, and the mayors of the
two cities.
Westland Police Chief Daniel
Pfannes commended organizers. "I think it's a great thing to
help protect kids."
For more information, call
(734) 728-3139.

School openings
St. Damian Preschool still has
openings available for 4-yearolds in the afternoon session
(noon - 3 p.m.) and for 3-yearolds inthemorningsession(9- ;
11 a.m.). Summer hours are
from 9 a.m. to noon Tuesday
through Thursday.
St. Damian is at 29891 Joy
Rd, Westland. For more information, call (734) 427-1680.

Rummage sale
The Village of Westland will
have its annual rummage sale
8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. Friday at
the village on Cherry Hill just
west of Merriman. Furniture,
pottery, pictures and clothes will
be sold during the fund-raising
event.

Camping guides

$?&

Westland residents who are
considering spending some of
their summer vacation camping
may want to consider contacting State Rep. Glenn S.
Anderson's office for a free copy
of the 2005 Michigan
Campground Directory.
The directory is published
annually by the Association of
RV Parks and Campgrounds
and includes information on
camping facilities across the
Upperfland Lower Peninsulas of
the Great Lakes State.
These publications will be
available at the Westland Public
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How to receive your
FREE iPod shuffle:

The Bova VFW Post 9885 will
hold an American Red Cross
blood drive 2-8 p.m. Monday,
June 27) at the post hall, 6440
N. Hix, Westland. To make a
blood donation appointment,
call the post at (734) 728-3231,
the post surgeon Terry Dana at '
(517) 521-5646 or blood drive
chairman Larry Tebor at (734)
377-8329 or (734) 261-2807
and leave your name, telephone
number and desired time of
appointment. Walk-ins are welcome.
All donors will entered in a
drawing for three free games of
bowling at Vision Lanes in
Westland.

The Westland Chamber of
Commerce, which hopes to
move its offices to the historic
Rowe House on Wayne Road
south of Marquette, is trying to
raise money to restore the
house.
The chamber and Westland
Bowl have teamed up to raise
money at 7 p.m. Friday, June 17,
during a kickoff bowling event
at Westland Bowl, 5940 N.
Wayne.
Cost is $20 per person and
includes bowling, pizza and pop.
For more information, call the
chamber at (734) 326-7222.
Westland public library
employees have announced the
summer reading program for
children through the fifth-grade
level.
Titled "Dragons, Dream &
Daring Deeds," the progr&in will
run June 11 through July 23.
The program is for recreational
purposes and is not intended as
tutoring.
Children pace themselves,
and they may read books from
the library or from home. They
will report their progress at the
check-in table.
Participants will read books
to earn prizes. The program is
free.
For more information, call
(734) 326-6123.

Shake your

Blood drive

Building fund-raiser

Summer reading
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Library, the Westland City Hall, ;
Westland Camping Center at
1475 S. Newburgh and Feister
RV Center, 37401 Ford.
Constituents also can have a
copy sent to their home, if they
call Anderson's legislative office
toll-free at (888) 833-8494.

Skating party
Walking with Faith Inc., a
team of more than 100 walkers
and volunteers who walk in the
annual Multiple Sclerosis
Walks, will hold a "Kids F U N RAISE for Multiple Sclerosis"
skating party 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Thursday, June 16, at Skate
Land West, 37550 Cherry Hill,
Westland.
The cost will be $10 per person with rentals of $1.50 for
roller skates and $5 for inline
skates. There will be 50/50 raffles, and a PSP raffle. Tickets
cost $1 each or 3 for $5. Call
Alecia Harris at (313) 999-5259.

Summer program
Westland Bowl in association
with the Westland Parks and
Recreation Department will
offer free bowling for kids now
through Aug. 20.
Kids up to 18 years of age will
be able to bowl one free game
per day during summer hours
with a participation caf ^available at the bowling center, 5940
N. Wayne Road.
The center also is offering a
free family bonus package on
Saturdays.
For more information, call
Westland Bowl at 9734) 7227570.

Buffet and comedy
Royal Oak Township native,
Crystal Parker will perform her
feisty stand-up comedy act at
Marvaso's Italian Grille in
Westland, Michigan on
Saturday, June 18.
Parker, known On the comedy
circuit as Crystal P.,'has been
doing stand-up comedy* "sass
with class," providing laughter
without all of the profanity.
Showtime is 9:30 p.m. Also
appearing with Crystal P. will be
Cool Aide of Detroit. Marvaso's
Italian Grille is at 6569 N.
Wayne Road, Westland. ,
Reservations can be made by
calling (734) 405-5222.

TECHNOLOGIES
,
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• Just open a new FREE One Checking® account with
Direct Deposit and a $500 minimum deposit today.
• Sign up for Online Bill Pay, and pay two different bills
online by 8/30/05.

7015 Metroplex Dr.

Complete Automotive Services:

Romulus

• Foreign aid Domestic Vehicles
• Major and Minor Repairs
• Fleet Management & Service
ASE Master Certified Technicians Providing..
Service With Care at Competitive Rates

•Then enjoy all the benefits of Maximum Strength
Checking® and free access to Over 6,600 Bank One
' and Chase ATMs.
: %.
»**
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• And did we mention the i.Pod shuffle?

YOUR

CALENDAR'S

FREE iPod shuffle
Limited time offer, so stop by a branch today.

BANKfONE.
flecking offer valid 6/1/05 through 6/30/0,5 with a minimum opening deposit of $500. Online payments must be paid from new checking account at'
$vfav.bankone.com by 8/30/05 and be paid to two unique payees. Multiple payments to the same payee will count as one payment toward the reward. Payments previously
made to a payee outside of the offer window will not be considered new. One iPod shuffle per customer. Offer not valid in combination, with any other offer. Checking account
mast remain open for six months or the, value of the reward will be debited from the account at closing. Reward is considered interest on IRS Form 1099-INT. Eligible customer
will receive mail-in redemption coupon from the banker. iPod shuffle will be shipped after 6/30/05. Allow 8-10 weeks for delivery. Apple and iPod shuffle are trademarks of Apple
Corporation. iPod shuffle is a registered trademark of Apple Computer, inc. All rights reserved. Apple is not an official sponsor or partner of this promotion.
©.2005 Bank One is a division of jPMorgan Chase Sank, N.A. Member FDIC.
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WEDNESDAY, JUNE 15, 2005 - 7:30 3:30 PM
Southfield Civic Center • 26000 Evergreen • Southfield, Ml
There is no cost io attend. Gal! 8GOKARMAN0S (800-527-6266)
or register online at www.karmanos.org by June 13. Seating is limited.
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Planners see Rouge Day turnout as success
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Nearly
2,000
people
volunteered during
the annual
Rouge
Rescue on
Saturday,
including
this group
that
helped
plant
native
vegetation
in Canton's
Fiodin
Park.

BY HEATHER NEEDHAM
STAFF WRITER

If T-shirts are any indicator
of an event's success, last weekend's Rouge River Day proved
to be a rousing success, thanks
mostly to lots of sunshine and
a lack of rain.
Karen Hanna, office coordinator for Friends of the Rouge,
which has organized River Day
events for the past 19 years,
sa4d the requests for T-shirts
are still trickling into the office,
located on the University of
Michigan-Dearborn campus.
"It sounds to me like participation was up this year,"
Hanna said, citing the good
weather as a positive factor. All
volunteers received free Tshirts, which is why the T-shirt
requests are a good indicator of
participation.
About 1,300 volunteers participated in last year's rescue
event. Hanna, who is still tallying this year's numbers, said
she Itopes that the number
increases to 2,000 this year.
Canton, Farmington Hills,
Livonia, Plymouth, Plymouth
Township, Redford, Wayne and
Westland were just a handful
of metro Detroit communities
bustling with volunteers working on restoration activities.
Activities ranged from
installing a rain garden in
Farmington Hills to bird box
construction in Canton.
And of course, picking up
trash and debris kept volunteers busy, too. Fortunately,
though, organizers say River
Day is not as much about picking up the trash as it used to
be.
"In the past, when Rouge
Rescue began, the river was
really dirty," said Cyndi Ross,

associate coordinator of public
involvement programs for
Friends of the Rouge.
Car parts, shopping carts
and even large appliances were
among the Rouge'sflotsamand
jetsam in year's past, Ross said.
"After many years, the river
has become a lot more aesthetic. (Though) sometimes you'll
find the occasional tire and
shopping cart in a strategic
area."
Another river cleanup activity that has all but disappeared
is something the wildlife
appreciates.
"In the past, we used to pull
logjams out of the river," Ross
said. Because dead logs provide
valuable habitat for animals,
they are virtually left alone by
volunteer workers.
Not all the animals actually

HI®

live on or in the logs. Some,
like turtles, like to sun themselves on floating logs.
The Rouge watershed is 438
square miles and includes 48
communities in three counties.
Its offshoots include the main,
upper, middle and lower
branches, encompassing 126
"river miles."
On the heels of River Day is
"Water Week" running
through June 12 and presented
by the Southeast Michigan
Partners for Clean Water.
A variety of River Day events
are planned June 11 along the
Clinton River watershed.
Water Week events are being
planned in the Anchor Bay, St.
Clair River, Huron and
Shiawassee watersheds, as well
as along Lake St. Clair and the
Detroit River.

Interested?
Go to www.hap.org or call HAP Sales & Marketing
at 248-443-1000 to learn more.
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Conductive Keratoplasty (CK), Is the lastest advancement in
vision correction approved by the FDA. CK is the first non-laser
procedure to reduce your dependency on reading glasses!
CK is minimally invasive, takes only a tew minutes and
requires only eyedrop anesthesia.
~, Trust yours eyes to the doctors that have
performed retractive surgery longer than
ANYONE in the country. Your eyes are too
important not to.
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..e. EYECARE IKSTITUTI
Technology with a Persona! touch

(734)525*4930
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or see what our patients are saying at

8919 MIDDLEBa.T» LIVONIA
OB0B33g91S_.

BRiftino^ HAKLEY"PAVIPSON & B i m i
866-TWINCAM • WWW.BRIGHTONHO.COM
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Meet the Milwaukee H . O . G .
C h a p t e r ass t h e y fcta> o v e r
in B r i g h t o n o n t h e i r
'"Kide t o Hell a n d
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Join t h e Milwaukee H . O . G . C h a p t e r " R i d e t o Hell & B a c k
H e l l , M i c h i g a n t h a t is. C o m e f o r b r e a k f a s t i f y o u c a n , t h e n i t s
f e e t xsp a n d k n e e s i n t h e b r e e z e a t H a i t i . <PoU<?« ««««wt«.d>
*'S R i d e r s o f C h i l d r e n * N e e d s ( R O C N ) P o k e r R u n
l O a m - n o o n . Last bike out promptly a t n o o u
1st, 2 n d , 3 r d p l a c e p r i z e s f o r t h e best p o k e r h a n d .
;£4- D r a w i n g 3 p m - U n i t e d C e r b a l P a l s e y
o f M i c h i g a n 'will b e g i v i n g a w a y a 2 0 0 5
Harley-Davidson XL12O0 Custom
S p o r t s t e r o nsite T O D A Y !
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# | B r e a k f a s t o n u s ! 9 a m till n o o n
B a g e l s , floruits, j u i c e a n d lots o f coffee!
Guests include Y O U , the Milwaukee H.O.G. Chapter
members and the Brighton Crossroads H.O.G. members.

(Registering: all r i d e r s )
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Tour
B r e a k f a s t o n u s ! *>am t i l l
n o o n . Bagels, rlonuts, juice and lots
o f c o f f e e ! S a y g o o d b y e t o o u r Ylilwaiik e e H . O . G . b r o t h e r s & sisters.

A m e r i c a n M o t o r c y c l e A s s o c i a t i o n ( A M 4.)
O b s e r v a t i o n R u n sign i n a t 1 l a m , last b i k e out ul
l p m . B e s t p o k e r h a n d 1 s t , 2 n d , 3 r d p l a c e p r i z e s ixrui
awards. Oldest biker, youngest rider, largest club attend a n c e ( s h o w y o u r p r i d e ) . R e t u r n b y 4 p m f o r a w a r d s 4fc p r i z e s .

A l l finished o f f
w i t h a p i z z a p a r t y sttxdi.
stories o fthe weekend.

(W)

www.hometowiiljfe.com'

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, June 9,2005

School
needed
If you support public education, the day to visit Lansing
is June 21. That's when the K-16 Coalition for Michigan's
Future is holding a rally on the steps of the State Capitol to
push lawmakers for adequate funding to public education.
The rally is to show support for two bills, SB 246 and
HB 4582, that call for a minimum yearly funding increase
in state school aid for K-12 schools, community colleges
and universities.
—-The bills also call for:
• Inflationary increases in the foundation allowance;
atrrisk "funding, special education and the intermediate
school district founda--tion allowance; and for
community colleges and
universities.
•>€apj>Hig local district contributions to the
Michigan Public School
^\ Employees^ Retirement
- S^stenxat 12.99' percent,
with the' state paying any
costs above that amount.
• Eliminating language
that allows the state to cut
""^^hool aid in^the middle
of a school year.
If t h e b i l l s w e r e
approved^it would be a
d r e a m co-me t r u e for
~""School officials"who have
struggledjsJKQ^kalance
budgets with little or no
help from Lansing. They
r e a l i z e t h a t t h e bills'
passage is a BIG if, so
they want~io sway lawmakers with a show of force.
The rally -on the steps of the Capitol is a tactic cities
used several years ago when state revenue sharing was in
jeopardy and it worked, so it's no wonder organizers want
a big turnout. The / bigger the crowd the bigger the message: Stop shortchanging education.
Gov. J e n n i f e r G r a n h o l m h a s big p l a n s for every
Michigan child get a college degree. If that is to happen,
kids need to get a good education. And that can only happen, if public schools, colleges and universities have the
money to provide the education.
So if you live in, have an interest in or have children in
the Wayne-Westland Community Schools, this is the time
to show your support and attend the June 21 rally.

The rally on the steps of the
Capitol is a tactic cities used
several years ago when state
revenue sharing was in jeopardy and it worked, so it's no
wonder organizers want a
turnout. The bigger the
crowd the bigger the message: Stop shortchanging
education.

Make your grad's party
alcohol- and regret-free
If you're planning a high school graduation party this
summer, leave alcoholic beverages off the shopping list.
Not only is it illegal to serve alcohol to anyone under
age 21, it can have serious consequences.
Many adults mistakenly think they can keep kids safe
by letting them drink at home just as long as they don't
allow them to drive. However, drinking for young people
can have serious consequences beyond traffic accidents
resulting in permanent injury or death.
-Teenagers' brains are still developing, and they are very
sensitive to alcohol's effects on judgment and decision
making, according to the National Institute on Alcohol
Abuse and Alcoholism.
^They may do things they'll later regret — or may not
even remember — such as fighting, engaging in sex, damaging or destroying others' property or accepting a dare
or bet t o do something harmful.
Alcohol poisoning and binge drinking are also risks
associated with underage drinking.
. If a young person drinks enough, he or she will eventually
get sleepy and pass out. Alcohol suppresses nerves that control reflexes like gagging and breathing. That means he or
she could vomit and choke to death or just stop breathing.
^jjn. addition, young people are more prone than adults
to becoming addicted to alcohol. The younger a person is
w h e n h e or she starts drinking, the greater the risk he or
site will eventually become an alcoholic.
^parents need to talk to their graduates about the dangers
oESrinking alcohol and then set a good example themselves.
~Qne way to do that is by hosting alcohol-free graduation parties t o show young people they don't need alcohol
t& celebrate or have h m .
If you provide them with a wide selection of ice-cold
pop, water a n d other non-alcoholic beverages, favorite
party foods and some fun outdoor games to play, they'll
have a great time — and you won't have any regrets.

WESTLAND

LETTERS
It was refreshing to read Hugh
Gallagher's column on Sunday, May 29.
It's refreshing because you tried to be
objective and honest.
That is not the norm when it comes to
most coverage of the Palestine-Israeli
conflict. However, you have the moral
responsibility and obligation to always
seek the truth no matter how difficult
that might be sometimes.
I salute your courage and look forward
to continue reading your writings.

S.R. Shafie
Livonia

Thank you very much, Mr. Hugh
Gallagher, for writing such an analytical
article regarding such an important local
event. I covered this event for a local
paper and am pleased that you did the
same.
The Palestinian side of the story is usually not covered in the mainstream TJ.S,
media and when it is there is a downplay
on its significance.
Once again, I would like to thank you
for taking the time and effort to write
such an article when the American people and the world are at a crossroads that
will make or break the future for our
children.

Bilal Dabaja
Arab Student Union president
Legislative Affairs chairman
Student Government

Sincerity is the key
Hugh Gallagher's sincerity in his commentary "Palestinian-Israeli conflict
raises question 'What is Truth?'" is
appreciated. The analogy of comparing
the six blind men to the conflict was
interesting, but I am not sure how it
relates to the poor standards used by
most of our U.S. media outlets in covering the Middle East region.
I am sure that if these six blind men
were advised that their initial description
was limited to only one aspect of the animal and that there was much more to be
discovered, they all would have come up
with similar conclusions in the end.
If our intentions are sincere to begin
with and we are open to the truth, we
will find it. Sincerity is the key to seeking
out and printing the full truth arid
should be our media's standard when
covering any conflict; but when politics
play a heavy role, much as they do in the
Israeli-Palestinian conflict, the authenticity" of the story gets lost in the current.
When we allow politics to take the lead
as opposed to the facts, we set a dangerous precedent. Democracies are meant to
thrive on the truth.

Marion Mourtada
Dearborn Heights
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Thank you Hugh Gallagher for your
article in the May 29 issue of the
Observer & Eccentric. For a small-town,
local newspaper writer, you obviously see

the big picture that too many big-town,
metropolitan newspaper writers miss.
The presentation that you witnessed
by Alison Weir and Ali Abunimah was
not meant to engender anyone's sympathy for the plight of the Palestinian people. It was, as you so eloquently put it,
meant to show the disparity when
reporting the "facts" of PalestinianIsraeli debacle.
If Americans only knew, we would see
an entirely different picture than that
painted by the mass media here at home.
Thank you for the insight and for the
courage to report it as you see it.

Ronald Amen
Livonia

I'd like to thank Hugh Gallagher for
the article published on the PalestinianIsraeli conflict. (Palestinian-Israeli conflict raises question "What is truth?"
dated May 29, 2005).
It is true that the truth often gets lost,
particularly when it comes to that part of
the world, and that there is a drastic difference in coverage between the North
American media on the one hand, and
that of the rest of the world on the other.
It is refreshing to see the Observer
tackle on these issues, and Mr. Gallagher
approach them fair-handedly.

gave up their lives, went to Iraq believing
that they were there to defend our nation »
from an imminent threat, but a leaked
memo of a meeting between Tony Blair
and his top intelligence officials in July
2002, makes it clear that Bush knew mat -there was no imminent threat.
The memo indicates that Bush knew
that the case for weapons of mass
destruction was "thin" but regardless, was •
determined to overthrow Saddam and
was willing to "fix" the intelligence and
the facts around the decision to go to war. '
It is ironic that today, when no weapons
of mass destruction have ever been found,
when an estimated 100,000 innocent
Iraqis have died and more die each day in
the chaos that defines this abominable
war, President Bush has the audacity to
claim that freedom is on the rise.
;."
If we are lucky, maybe someone with . ".
half the courage of W. Mark Fefiwill come ~
forward to tell the truth about ;the war in £
Iraqi about the prisons, about torture.
maybe someone will have the courage to
stand up for the United States against the rt
administration of George W. Bush.
;

Katie Jacob''
Birmingham ;

The worst

Here are some of the worst things that could happen in our country:
'__ 1
^ A population too large to be susZ
Rifat Audeh
^
London, Ontario tained by our resources.
• Property and prices rise so high that ' *
very few can stay alive and weU.]
^
n
• The air, soil and water ate' so polkrt- ;>
ed that almost everyone becomes sick. •'„
Click it or Ticket? I say stick it.
• A working class rebellion arises due ' ;
We don't need government to tell us
to improper distribution of wealth.,
*£
about seat belts. All those people driving
• Witch hunts, and a return of torture >
have passed their drivers test and supdevices, due to complete brainwashing of \\
posedly are responsible enough to make
small kids into superstition.
'*
intelligent decisions. So if the driver and
• A complete revulsion of science by !;
passengers of automobiles decide not to
the public
••' 'i y
>
wear a seat belt, it is up to them. That is
• While other countries reap,the bene-£
freedom of choice, something that is
fits of stem cell research we aye-not - "*t
lacking in today's government. .
allowed to use it in this country, *\
—, '*£
Remember not too long ago the 55
• Ait extreme passion for religious >J$
mph maximum on freeways. All the stawars. t ,r B t -*V * „ ~>
',%*
tistics stated that it saved not only lives,
but gasoline. What happened?
I hoj»,e^u*^ohti4ans can prevent
&
A few years later it was back to 70 mph the§ejfl^^pbm" happening.'
speed limits. Were the statistics wrong? I
fc- V - ,
.
Gerald W. Si
doubt that.. But the truck drivers comkv* ^
-''
•: '
Clarkstui
plained that they weren't making their
•-,jfr
runs on time, so the lives of the drivers
ywj.u'wj'yt
on the road, as well as fuel wasted, be
damned.

Speed's dangerous too

I H f t g t ^ OPINIONS

Danisa Saltarelli
Livonia

Tell the truth
The identity of Deep Throat, the confidential source who helped Bob
Woodward and Carl Bernstein piece
together the story behind the Watergate
break-in that lead to the resignation of
Richard Nixon, was revealed this week.
Watching as the story unfolds, our
attention is drawn to important parallels
between Watergate and the Bush administration's leadup to war in Iraq. The
offense, lying to Congress and the
American people about the reasons for
going to war, is far worse than Watergate.
Over 1,600 American soldiers who

Wefeefcome •yourletters to the editor. Bease ^
incpje your iaifeaddress and phone, number %
foi{verifitalt0nrA ; ask that yourletters be 40jkjf
words or«iS$s.-Jfe may edit for clarity, space-* v s||
anflcon$ftij> .»$.

Mflfc*. :J^:r:.

LefterstQttie'#tkv
Wesilantf Observer
.
36f51'&&te>ta,ft"
LWdBjB^^p*

-

d%Sl-im: x\ V1'
V */*>,"*'
^ :,
;
r t - v ^ > 1" \

Eff'}.> '

&

' "•*

sr|is<m#o^.JioMepomm.netl

QUOTABLE
* < - w / ^
"They have minimum of $800,000, but if the streetscape comes in below budget, they could have more to spend. They >
could decide to continue the streetscape or some other project"
S^H ^
- >, ^ w - •?;
— Planning Director Bruce Thompson, about the amount of money the Downtown Deyejopmej^t^trtftoxlty wiH h a v r i f c t J
spend on more improvements within the DDA district

,'-
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Changes to Medicaid could Press needs more Deep Throats
result in huge cost savings to make government transparent
H
E
BY BRUCE HANSEN

By making a few common-sense changes, the

very year, Michigan faces a state budget
deficit crisis of staggering proportions. Not
only does this tie our lawmakers in knots for
months, it is beginning to threaten the health of
our major research universities — the hope of our
state's economic future — as they bleed from a
thousand little funding cuts.
Yet there is a better way to balance the books,
one the lobbyists and many legislators would
rather you didn't think about. It involves a poorly
understood and more poorly managed program
called Medicaid, for which Michigan taxpayers
shell out $8.9 billion a year.
By making a few common-sense changes, the
state should be able to save at least $1 billion a
year — while providing better quality care to the
poor. No, this is not a shell game, or an illusion.
Just the facts.
Here's how we can do that. First, the Michigan
Legislature needs to pass legislation to eliminate
the Certificate of Need (CON) Program. This was
established years ago to force hospitals to share
technology. For example, the goal was for several
hospitals to share one CAT scanner.
That may have been worth a try — though in
practice, it seldom worked. However, the state
did, as usual, build up an expensive bureaucracy
around the process, which has worked just fine at
perpetuating itself.
Today, the CON process is used by hospitals to
stop competition from other health care
providers. And there is one exception. If one has
money, one can buy a CON. A few years ago, a
physician wanted a Certificate of Need to install
an MRI scanner at his hospital. He hired a lobbyist, who told him he could get an "official"
approval for $50,000, if he retained the lobbyist
at $8,000 per month for a year.
Evidently, that was chicken feed compared to
what the physician could make with a scanner.
The doc paid up, and obtained his CON and
scanner.
That is one of many examples why the administration of the Medicaid program needs to be
turned over to the private sector. Also, the
Michigan Department of Management and
Budget should purchase a utilization and review
system to determine what health care services we
purchased at what cost and for whom.
The attorney general could then use this information to prosecute Medicaid fraud. In any event,
every aspect of Medicaid should undergo a comprehensive forensic audit once everyfiveyears.
So how do we save a billion dollars? Well,
believe it or not, dramatically reducing the cost of
health care is not rocket science. We can learn
from some well-run corporations.
Quad/Graphics in West Allis, Wis., is one of the
nation's biggest printing companies. It is cutting

state should be able to save at least $1 billion
a year - while providing better quality care to
the poor.
its costs by bringing primary care in-house {Wall
Street Journal, Feb. 11,2005).
Michigan Medicaid could, and should, establish cost-effective county primary care clinics jn
areas accessible to the poor.
There's no need to stop there. Staff who can
deliver rehabilitation, as well as laboratory, radiology and MRI services should be hired by the
state, which should also purchase the necessary
equipment. Not to worry; the net cost to all of us
will turn out to be far cheaper in the long run.
And Michigan should then take the next step.
Secondary care physicians, specialists such as
allergists, podiatrists and surgeons, as well as
hospitals, get their patients from primary care
doctors. The state clinics should have specialists
and hospitals bid for those services.
Through these contracts, any service that can
be provided "outpatient" should be removed from
hospitals. For example: Blue Cross pays more
than $ 600 per physical therapy visit when the
cost of the same service provided by an independent physical therapist ranges from $120 to
$150 a visit.
Pharmacy benefits are out of control. The cost
of a stomach medicine can be $5 per pill. There's
no excuse for that, now that wonderful generic
drugs are on the market. We should limit the
medicines provided by Medicaid to generics,
unless a physician from a state clinic finds a
brand name drug necessary.
Finally, we need to make a couple of eligibility
changes. The state should no longer pay for
health care services for 18- and 19-year-olds, who
are legally adults. Nor should the state pay for
your apartment should you become pregnant.
If Michigan were to adopt these simple changes
to the delivery of health care services for the poor
in Michigan, billions could be saved, and the quality of care provided to the poor would increase.
Frankly, if Blue Cross and Blue Shield of
Michigan adopted a similar approach, our corporations could cut their premiums in half.
But that's their business. The state budget crisis is everyone's problem. And a solution is sitting
right under our Legislature&noge^

Bruce Hansen has been president and vice president of several health maintenance organizations, and also served as
director of budget, policy and computer systems for the
state Medicaid program.

ero or traitor?
The recent revelation that former FBI
deputy Mark Felt is the famous
Woodward-Bernstein informer Deep Throat
has divided opinion along those lines. .
Some see Felt as a hero who helped bring
down a corrupt administration. Others see
him as a disloyal government worker. Some
argue that as a law enforcement official, he
should have taken his knowledge to his superiors to handle. (Of course, the FBI is part of
the Justice Department, which was run by
John Mitchell, Richard Nixon's campaign
manager, confidant and fellow conspirator.)
The controversy over Felt
dovetails with the ongoing
story about the leaking of a
CIA agent's name and the
V
subsequent punishment of
journalists who won't reveal
who the informant is. The
irony in that case is that the
only journalist who used
the information, the rightHugh wing propagandist Robert
Novak, has yet to face any
Gallagher
court action at all.
Meanwhile, those who
thought better of jeopardizing a CIA agent's cover now face jail time for
not ratting on a government official bent on
manipulating the press to further the Bush
administration's Iraq policy.
Bob Woodward, Carl Bernstein and then
Washington Post editor Ben Bradlee kept
their secret for more than 30 years. With
Deep Throat's help, they uncovered an
uprecedented abuse of executive power, leading to the resignation of Nixon and jail time
for many of his aides.
Using unnamed sources is always a tricky
proposition. Newspapers are reluctant to use
information that isn't clearly substantiated,
with a name behind the information. In the
case of Deep Throat, Bradlee insisted that his
ace young reporters get two corroborating
sources before going with the information.
Clearly a reporter faces tough obstacles
when trying to track down a major scandal
like Watergate, even a reporter from muscular news organizations like the New York
Times, Washington Post, CNN or the broadcast networks. Most news organizations
regarded the original Watergate incident as,
in Nixon's words, "a third-rate burglary."
It took tenacity and an imagination to see
past the obvious and superficial, to see that
the unthinkable could be true. It also took
working sources, and those sources of necessity needed to be anonymous. Careers and
maybe even lives were at risk. Those guys
played hardball.

ft

By revealing the name of their sources,

news organizations cut themselves off

from information that is often vital in a

democracy, information that leads to real

transparency in government. If sources
don't feel protected, they won't give the
information.
Most stories we cover as a community
newspaper don't involve the kind of cloak and,.,
dagger that were needed in the Watergate
story (so brilliantly portrayed in the movie
version of Woodward and Bernstein's bookAU'
the President's Men). We are reluctant to
quote unnamed sources, though sometimes
we'll receive a lead from someone who doesn't' 0
want to be identified. That lead may take us to12
other sources who will go on record and that r*
will provide our story.
^
Courts have ruled that news organizations •"
do not have special privileges. A federal
, appeals court upheld a contempt ruling
rr
against reporters from Time magazine and
The New York Times. They have refused to
i
name the person who divulged the name of v
Valerie Plame, a CIA operative who is married to Joseph Wilson, a former ambassador .
to Niger, who criticized President Bush's,
assertion that Iraq had tried to obtain uranium from Niger. Neither reporter used the
'..
information they received.
By revealing the name of their sources,
news organizations cut themselves off from
information that is often vital in a democracy,
information that leads to real transparency in' :
government. If sources don't feel protected, •
they won't give the information.
:
News organizations everywhere are watch-"^
ing this developing story and feeling a chill ^
on not just press freedom, but a chill on the !
public's access to information it needs, must
have, to make honest decisions on the direction of OUR GOVERNMENT.
As an FBI deputy director, as an often . .jnu
overzealous government official, Mark Felt %a>
open to some serious criticism. But in his role
as Deep Throat, count me as one who regards,^
him, in this instance, a true American hero.
Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer;,
Newspapers. He can he reached by e-mail at hgai'„',
lagher@oe.homecomm.net, by phone at (734) 953-2149 or by fax at (734) 591-7279.
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eal Shockwave Therapy
answer for you.

The most experienced, certfled physicians
wljo perform Shockwave,
are at Foot Healthcare Associates.

"ASK FOR THE VILLAGE PEOPLE"
Crimboli's "Spectacular"

We are one M t|ie f nlyjpra cti^»in the area
that'can pe|foip|HsJe|Sp|t|w treatment,
under local Anfesteiil,!n the safety
andkomfort of our office.
Although mdst msurancesidQ not cover this
procedure, weirafe affordable pricing
availal

Call Jessica at
258-0001
for more information
>ur website at
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and view our

Come visit a unique and exciting replicated farm village
located within Crimboli Nursery...
featuring upscale garden jewelry sued as decorative
containers, fountains, picnic tables.
also enjoy visiting our critters!
We Rave something for the whole family!
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(734) 495-1700
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BIRMINGHAM 32767 Woodward (1 block South of 14 Mile) 248.549.1951
CANTON 42489 Ford Rd. (At 'alley in Canton Corners) 734.844.0400
•*> T

LIVONIA 31629 Plymouth Road (1 block West of Merriman) 734.425.1500

s TV

NOVI TOWN CENTER (near Mervyn's South of 1-96) 248.348.5494

Si^eef Dreams, Sweet

Prices!

mattreSSandfutOnShoppe.com

ANN ARBOR 2131 W. Stadium (South of W. Liberty) 734.222.9472
YPSI/ANN ARBOR 4563 Washtenaw (1/4 Mile E. of US-23) 734.975.9200

FREE D E L I V E R Y * • FREE S E T - U P • FREE F I N A N C I N G
FREE R E M O V A L OF OLD B E D D I N G
*Free delivery excludes futons and bunk beds and applies to orders of $499 and up. Futon mattresses & covers sold separately.

