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PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Denise Mills (second f rom le f t ) , the market ing manager for Westland Shopping Center, watches Marshall Fields employees Mary Alice, Jan Fry and Marie Evans cut the 
40 th anniversary cake. The three women were employees of J.L. Hudson's when i t opened at the mall 40 years ago. 

What a difference 40 years make for 3 longtime employees 
BY OARRELLCLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

There they sat, three proud 
women, 

They waited patiently to cut the 
cake to celebrate Westland 
Shopping Center's 40th anniver
sary. 

Marie Evans, Janice Fry and 
Mary Alice Simpson owned this 
moment. It was theirs, for good 
reason. 

They've worked in the same 
store - J.L. Hudson, now 
Marshall Field's - since the mall 
opened in July 1965. 

"It's still fun after 40 years," 
Simpson, 61, said last Friday dur
ing an anniversary party in the 
mall's East Court. "It feels good 
when you can help a customer 
find what they need and make 
them feel good about what they 
bought." 

Simpson, a Westland resident 
who works as a sales person, 

recalled what the mall area looked 
like when she started her job at 
age 21. 

"There was nothing much out 
here" she said. "It was all farm
land." 

Fry, a 61-year-old Plymouth 
resident, defended Westland mall 
against newer, bigger shopping 
centers like Novi's Twelve Oaks. 
She works in food preparation for 
a cafe inside Marshall Field's. 

"People still call us the country 
store," she said. "We're down to 
earth here. People love coming to 
this mall." 

Evans, a 59-year-old Canton 
resident, helped open the 
Westland Hudson store after 
working for six months at the 
company's Northland location. 

"I've been here ever since," she 
said. She now works in the guest 
services department 

Simpson, Fry and Evans have 
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Wayne County Commissioner Kay Beard, D-12th Distr ict , presents a county 
resolut ion to the Westland Mall dur ing the fest iv i t ies. 

Ex-restaurant manager to repay missing money 
BYDARRELLCLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

The former manager of a 
Westland steakhouse has agreed 
to repay $1,400 that he had 
claimed was taken during a rob
bery. 

Clarence Moon, a 40-year-old 
Detroit father of two, has agreed 
to repay Lone Star Steakhouse^on 
.Ford Road even though he was 
never charged with taking the 
money. 

The only official charge ever 
lodged against Moon was filing a 
false police report. He had told 
Westland police that two intrud
ers robbed the restaurant at gun
point after they followed him 
into the back entrance about 8:15 
a.m. March 1. 

Investigators became suspi
cious after Moon told them that 
the bandits fled through the 
front door, even though police 
found no footprints in freshly: 
fallen snow outside. 

Moon will face sentencing Aug. 
17 by Wayne County Circuit 
Judge Cynthia Gray Hathaway 
after pleading no contest in July 
to a reduced charge of attempt
ing to file a false police report. 

Assistant Wayne County 
Prosecutor Michele LaFlora con
firmed the latest developments 
Tuesday. She said Moon agreed 
to plead to the reduced charge 
and pay $1,400 amid assurances 
that he will receive probation 
rather than jail time. 

"He has no prior (criminal) 
record," she said. 

Moon could have faced up to 
four years in prison and a $2,000 
fine, if he had been found guilty 
as charged. 

Moon has been fired from his 
job. Police Sgt. David Heater, 
who investigated the case, has 
described Moon as "a respected 
man" by Lone Star employees 
who worked for him. 

dclem@06.homecomm.net I {734) 953-2110 

Residents 
defend city 
trash hauler 

BYDARRELLCLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Some Westland residents defended the city's trash 
hauler this week as local officials prepare for talks 
that potentially could usher in a new company. 

City volunteer Barb Polich described Painter & 
Ruthenberg Inc. as a family-owned company that has 
donated to local charities and promoted recycling 
efforts. 

"If you get a bigger company to come in, they're not 
going to do that," she said. 

Mayoral candidate Elenor Swistak lauded P&R — 
also known as Midwest Sanitation — for the trash 
service in her neighborhood. 

"I have had excellent service from this company," 
she said. 

Their comments, made Monday during a Westland 
City Council meeting, came after Mayor Sandra 
Cicirelli's office was inundated earlier this summer 
with complaints about tardy trash pickup. 

The complaints have threatened P&R's contract 
withthe.city. 

P&R and several other trash haulers are expected 
to make a sales pitch to city officials during talks 
scheduled for 5:30 p.m. Monday, Aug. 22, at City 
Hall. 

City leaders have invited the companies to give sep
arate presentations on trash services they would pro
vide for Westland — and what the cost would be. 

In the meantime, city officials are expected t c 
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Strip mall builder, 
council differ 
over brick work 

BYDARRELLCLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A shopping center proposal for the near-southwest 
corner of Wayne and Ford roads may have come 
crashing down under the weight -— or cost — of 
brick. 

City leaders insisted Monday that builders use 
bricks on all sides of two strip malls proposed for a 
site where a dilapidated retail building has been 
demolished. 

Westland City Council members refused Monday 
to allow Romulus-based D&G Building Co. to use 
concrete block that only has the appearance of brick. 

D&G Vice President John Romano said builders 
already expect to invest about $6 million on the site. 
He said an all-brick plan would cost another 
$100,000, potentially making the proposal cost-pro
hibitive. 

"If you can't make money, there's no point in doing 
it," he told city leaders. . 

Officials all along had expected an all-brick propos
al, and they didn't budge Monday when asked to 
reconsider their demands. 

Romano indicated that he would have to discuss 
the latest developments with other D&G representa
tives. 

On Tuesday, D&G officials said the proposal hadn't 
yet been scrapped and that they hoped to reach a 
compromise with city officials. 
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Parents: cut Grant K 
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 

STAFF WRITER 

Parents of Kindergarten stu
dents starting school at Grant 
Elementary in Livonia this 
year are petitioning the school 
district to lower class size and 
student-teacher ratios. More 
than 300 signatures in support 
of the issue were handed to 
school board members in the 
district Monday., 

Two half-day kindergarten 
classes are expected to include 
between 28 and 30 students 
this coming school year. With 
one less kindergarten teacher 
at Grant, and the loss of a 
paraprofessional due to budget 
cuts, parents raised concerns 
for the quality of education 
available. 

Elaine Morrison, a Livonia 
mother of three, said class sizes 
at Grant Elementary School 
have risen too high. Back when 
her daughter, now 10, entered 
kindergarten, the class includ
ed 22 children and a parapro
fessional assisted the teacher. 
As her youngest now prepares 
to enter the program, the class 
is expected to include 28 chil
dren, a number she said is sim
ply too high. 

"These are our grave con
cerns," said Morrison. "We just 
want to look out for our little 
ones. Help us achieve what's 
best for our children." 

Morrison said the class size 
issue is not confined to Grant; 
it's occurring at other schools 
but parents might not be aware 
of it. 

Dan Lessard, board presi
dent, told the concerned par
ents that the district will look 
into the matter and see what 
can be done. "We are here on 
this side because we are as con
cerned as you are," he said. 

Stacie Pettit will also have a 
kindergartner at Grant come 
September. She said with the 
increasing expectations being 
placed on youngsters, it is also 
important to have a parapro
fessional in place to assist the 
teacher. 

"They expect (kindergart-

ners) to read," she said. "I think 
that responsibility is going to 

, fall on first- and second-grade 
teachers. We're just asking you 
to re-look at everything and to 
give us a parapro." 

LOOKING ELSEWHERE 
Several parents who 

addressed the school board 
Monday shared stories of 
neighboring families who have 
pulled their children out of 
Livonia Public Schools and 
enrolled them instead in pri
vate schools or schools of 
choice. 

Bethe Warrick, a mother of 
three children between the 
ages of 1 and 5, said she's a 
"huge proponent of public 
schools." But the situation at 
Grant has made her family 
reconsider their commitment 
to Livonia Public Schools. 

"I really hope LPS considers 
our petition and our words," 
she said. "I really hope my hus
band and I do not have to look 
elsewhere for schools for our 
children." 

Warrick said she and her 
husband can, afford to send 
their children to private 
schools, but "a lot of parents 
don't have that choice" 

Concerned parents also 
raised questions about stu
dents with special needs; or 
those who are high achievers 
and might require extra atten
tion. 

Kathy D'Antonio, fears her 
daughter might be overlooked 
in a large class. "She's quiet and 
easygoing," said D'Antonio. 
"She won't be fighting for 
attention." 

D'Antonio questioned the 
large class size and overflow 
issues at Grant when "in our 
neighborhood, we have enough 
children to support three class
es." 

Brenda Bagazinski, a mother 
of six, is preparing her fifth 
child to enter kindergarten at 
Grant. Based on her past expe
rience with the school and the 
growth of the class size, she 
said: "I don't know how they 
can run the same program." 

The impact of falling MEAP 
scores at Grant was also men
tioned by parents concerned 
that their children cannot get 
the proper attention in classes 
with this student-teacher ratio. 
Some parents questioned 
whether the school would con
tinue to meet the federal 
requirements of No Child Left 
Behind. Morrison noted that 
residents consider the quality 
of MEAP scores when choos
ing to move to an area. 

FUNDING ISSUE 
Board trustees thanked the 

residents for speaking out, and 
encouraged them to do the 
same with legislators who can 
impact funding for the district. 
They said it comes down to a 
question of funding. 

Lessard noted that the dis
trict has felt the impact1 of 
more than $19 million in 
budget cuts over the last five 
years. "We're all parents," he 
said. "We're all concerned. 
Those (legislators) look at it as 
just another budget item. We 
can only do with what they 
give us. We know who suffers. 
It isn't me. It isn't them. It's 
your kids." 

Trustee Tom Bailey said each 
of the 14 parents who spoke 
Monday had "different stories 
to tell." 

"We know student achieve
ment is number one," Bailey 
said. "By all means we want to 
be the best district we can be in 
the state of Michigan." 

Diana Arnest didn't plan to 
speak at the meeting, but did 
so when she was moved to 
tears by the stories of fellow 
parents. 

"I have always spoken posi
tively about Livonia," she said. 
"Lately, it's hard to say the 
right words. You really can't let 
the schools go. Livonia is los
ing positive things to talk 
about. 

"Go drive through the Grant 
streets. You won't believe how 
many houses are for sale. 
People are leaving." 
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Just checking 
Ruth Benton (left) of Garden City has tier blood pressure taken by Emily Nadeau, a nurse at Oakwood 
Hospital and member of the mobile heath fair which took place at Garden City Park last week. Watching her 
are her great-granddaughters Kristen McGrath, 9, and sister Megan, 6, of Westland. The fair was sponsored 
by Garden City Presbyterian Church. 

Benefit dinner to aid Gulf War vet 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

STAFF WRITER 

Colleen Wagner says the 
dilemma facing her friend and 
former roommate, Wade 
George, is like a Lifetime net
work movie of the week. 

George, a Gulf War veteran 
who came home with a disease 
doctors had been unable to 
diagnose, now faces the 
prospect of death after doctors 
found three inoperable brain 
tumors. A Grand Blanc resi-

1 dent, George spent more than 
seven years in the U.S. Army. 

He was recently given just 
90 days to live, and now his 
friends are trying to raise 
money to help him fight the 
disease and help his family. 

"He's paying for all his med
ications, and he wants to adopt 
his wife's children," said 
Wagner, a Westland resident 
who roomed with George for a 
period of time. "We all adore 
him, and we'd like to do any
thing we can to help him." 
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Wade George 

To that end, his friends have 
organized a benefit dinner for 

George in 
Plymouth. The 
event takes 
place 2-6 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 7 

' I at the VFW Post 
6695 on Mill in 
Plymouth. The 
dinner will fea
ture mostacci-
oli, salad, rolls 

and soft drinks. Entertainment 
will punctuate the evening 
with the music of Keith 
Parmentier of Westland and 
comedians Mark Knope and 
Chrissy Burns. 

The event will also feature 
raffle prizes and a silent auc
tion, items for which include 
twcrtickets to a U-M home
coming game, collectibles and 
gift certificates. The event also 
includes a bake sale and a bot
tle drive. 

While George lives in Grand 
Blanc, Plymouth was chosen as 
the site for the benefit because 

of its central location to 
George's friends, most of whom 
live in the area. 

The small group met mostly 
while chatting on-line, struck 
up friendships and base their 
relationships on helping each 
other. 

"We've met lots of wonderful 
people in the chat room, and 
many of us would meet on a 

, Saturday night just to put a > 
face to a name that was on the 
screen," said Mary Cross, a 
friend who is organizing the 
benefit. "What's great about 
this chat room is that wheney-l 
er someone is in need we all do 
our best to get together and ,, 
help that person and their fam-
ilyput." 

Tickets for the benefit are 
$10 for adults, $6 for children' 
under 12 and $5 for senior citi
zens; children under 3, eat free. 

Call Colleen Wagner, (734) 
674-4570, or Mary Cross at 
(734) 281-1615. 

bkadrich@oe.homecomm net | (734) 459-2700 

Salvation Army hosts block party PLACES AND FACES 
Looking for some summer

t ime fun close to home? A 
block party will be held noon to 
approximately 7 p.m. Saturday, 
Aug. 6, at the Salvation Army, 
on Venoy between Glenwood 
and Palmer in Westland. 

"We've got games. Bobby's 
Bouncers is coming out" with 
inflatables, said Capt. Matt 
CNeiL commander with wife 
Mindie of the Wayne-Westland 
Salvation Army. Four or five 
live Christian bands will per
form. 

"We want to provide for the 
community," said Matt O'Neil. 
Hot dogs will be served. 

Salvation Army officials have 
had smaller events in the past. 
"But this is going to be the 
biggest party." It's geared to all 
ages, he said, not just lads. 

"Fun for everybody," is what 
he promises. "It's a community 
outreach from the Salvation 
Army, making it fun in 
Norwayne." 

Attendance is free of charge. 
By Julie Brown 
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The Westlaiid John Glenn 
High School boys and girls 
cross country team will have a 
free car wash 10:30 a.m. to 
2:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 12, at 
the corner of Cheery Hill and 
Venoy. 

All donations will benefit the 
teams' annual trip to Petoskey 
to race in the Petoskey 
Invitational in September. 

MS fund-raiser 
Walking With Faith Inc. is 

partnering with Carrabba's 
Italian Grill in a Sunday, Aug. 
28, fund-raiser to benefit for 
Multiple Sclerosis. 

The luncheon benefit will be 
2-4 p.m. at the restaurant, 
1900 N. Haggerty Road, 
Canton. Cost will be $25 per 
person for a lunch that 
includes salad, chicken 
marsala, grilled breaded 
shrimp and scallops with 
lemon butter sauce, pasta, bev
erage and dessert - a fudge 
brownie topped with Kahlua, 
chocolate mousse, whipped 
cream an chocolate sauce. 

Tickets are available by call

ing Alicia Harris at (313) 999-
5259. 

Walking With Faith is a 
team of more tan 100 volun
teers who raise money toward 
ending the devastating effects 
of MS. 

Info meeting 
Train To End Stroke, a 

marathon training program 
offered by the American Stroke 
Association, will hold an infor
mation session at 6 p.m. 
Tuesday, Aug. 9, at the 
Westland Public Library, 6123 
Central City Parkway. 

The program is designed for 
people who want to get in 
shape, travel and raise money 
for a good cause. Choose to 
walk or run a full or half 
marathon in Arizona or 
Miami. All fitness levels are 
welcome. Additional informa
tion sessions are scheduled in 
August. For more information 
call (248) 827-4214 or visit 
strokeassociation.org 

New bingo session 
The Metro Wayne 

Democratic Club will offer a 
second bingo session at the 

BARNETT 
S B Roofing and Siding Inc.! 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 

Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer 
Duro-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner 
Professional Roofer Advisory Council 

Family Owned and Operated for Over 40 Years 

41700 Michigan Ave. • Canton • 734-397-8122 

GREAT L A K E S DERMATOLOGY 

MICHAEL R. COHEN, D.O. 
Board Certified Dermatologist 

Specializing in Diseases 
oftheSkin,Hak&Nails 

Invites you to visit his new location 
and get the care you deserve. 

• Skin Cancer • Eczema 
• Moles • Acne • Warts 
• Psoriasis • Hair Loss 
B o t o x for excessive sweating 

Accepting New Patients • Ml Ages 

Call for Appointment ( 2 4 8 ) 4 7 8 - 7 7 3 3 
Evening appts. available 

28080 Grand River * Suite 208 • Farmington Hills 
Located in the North Professional Building attached to Botsford Hospital 

Wayne-Ford Civic League, 
beginning tomorrow (Aug. 5). 
Door will open at 9 a.m. with 
bingo starting at 10:45 a.rn. An 
all-you-can-eat breakfast buf
fet will be available for $3. 

For more information, call 
Cliff Johnson at (734) 729-
8681. 

Church of Rock 
Come celebrate with The 

Church of Rock as it moves 
forward in its first Sunday 
night evening service 6-8 p.m. 
Sunday, Aug. 7, at 6500 Wayne 
Road at Hunter in Westland. 

For more information visit 
www.thechurchofrock.com on 
the Internet. , 

Takeoff 
A program called "Katherine 

Stinson: the Flying Schoolgirl" 
has been scheduled for 1 p.m. 
Friday, Aug., 12, at the Wayne 
Public Library. 

Stinson had many firsts in 
her seven-year flying career, 
including being the first to fly 
solo at night and the first pilot 
to perform skywriting. She was 
instrumental in establishing a 
flight school. The program is 
free. To reserve at seat call 
(734) 721-7832 by Aug. 11. 

Golf outing 
The Wayne-Westland Junior 

Miss Scholarship Program will 
host its annual golf outing on 

Saturday, Aug. 20, at the 
Gateway Golf Club. 

The outing will have a 
scramble format with an 8 a,m. 
shotgun start. It includes 18 
holes of golf with a cart, hot 
dog on the turn, door prizes 
and a barbecue dinner, catered 
by Chef Tony Paquette. 

The cost is $100 per golfer. 
Sponsorships also are avail
able. For information,1 call 
Dennis Hermatz at (734) 72§-
6151. All proceeds will go to' 
the Wayne-Westland Junior 
Miss Scholarship Program, a 
501c3 not-profit organization. 

Summer camp 
Children can explore the 

great outdoors at the YWCA of 
Western Wayne County's 
Summer Explorer day camp at 
Central City Park and the 
Bailey Recreation Center in • 
Westland. 

The camp is from 8 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday 
through Aug. 19 for children 
ages 6-15. Children ages 11-15 
also can participate in the 
Counselor in raining program 
which offers the opportunity to 
learn the basics of being a , 
camp counselor and develop 
important job skills. ,' 

Applications for the. camp 
are available at the YWCA,- i • 
26279 Michigan Ave.,' Inkster. 
Call the camp departrnent at 
(313)561-4110. -

GARDEN CITY POLICE DEPARTMENT 
6000 MIDDLEBELT 

GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 
The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be 
sold at public auction on Tuesday, August 9, 2005 at 9:00 A.M. The 
auction is to be held at Westland Car Care Towing, 6375 Hix Bd., 
Westland, MI 48185. 

PLEASE NOTE: The bidding, will start at the towing and storage 
charges. ' 

YEAR & MAKE 
1994 FORD ESCORT 
1990 DODGE 
1998 FORD RANGER 
1998 SATURN SW2 
1994 DODGE CARAVAN 
1990 FORD TAURUS ' 
1991 BMW 
1987 CHRYSLER 
1988 CHEVROLET 
1988 FORD 
1993 CHRYSLER 
1994 SATURN 
1991 DODGE CARAVAN 
1995 FORD TAURUS 
1990 CHRYSLER 
1991 HONDA MOPED 
1995 PLYMOUTH NEON 
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NHS gets grant 
"he Michigan Humane Society is on the 

re aiving end of $650,000 challenge grant from 
T3; Kresge Foundation for its new Berman 
C< iter for Animal Care in Westland. 

1HS has raised $4.2 million of the necessary 
$( 5 million in funding for the project, which 
in udes the renovation and expansion of the 
oi anization's original Westland shelter and vet-
er tary medical center. 
: i order to secure the $650,000 Kresge chal-
le: i& grant, MHS must raise the $1.65 million 
be ince remaining in the campaign by April 1, 
2( >6, from new private gifts and grants. 
. iVe are truly grateful that The Kresge 
Fc ndation has approved this request and we 
ar confident that we have the initiatives and 
st] tegies in place to successfully meet this dial-. 
le: ;e," said Cal Morgan, executive director of 
th Michigan Humane Society. 

he Berman Center for Animal Care incorpo-
ra s many features for the safety, comfort and 
w< 1-being of the animals, public and its 
en >loyees. Key facility improvements include 
nermain entrance offNewburgh Road; new 
fr< it lobby; tripled sheltering capacity; design, 
eq ipment and building materials to reduce dis-
ea; transmission and reduce noise; additional 
"g, acquainted" rooms; outdoor, fenced-in 

exercise area for sheltered animals; on-site 
classroom area, and a 60 percent expansion of 
the veterinary medical center to include addi
tional exam rooms and surgery suites. 

"We are delighted that The Kresge 
Foundation trustees approved our grant 
request," said Marta Diffen, director of capital 
campaigns for the Michigan Humane Society. 
"This challenge means we have hard work ahead 
of us, but it also means donor participation and 
contributions mean more than ever now. 

"The Berman Center for Animal Care is a 
unique facility for southeast Michigan and it is 
the beginning of a new era in animal welfare in 
this area." 

The Michigan Humane Society (MHS), head
quartered in Southfield, is a private, nonprofit 
organization which cares for more than 100,000 
animals each year at its three metro Detroit 
adoption and veterinary medical centers 
in Detroit, Rochester Hills and Westland. 

Established in 1877, the MHS is one of the 
oldest and largest animal welfare organizations 
in the country. 

For more information about the project or 
how to donate, call Marta Diffen at (248) 799-
7400, Ext. 105, or visit the Michigan Humane 
Society Web site at www.michiganhumane.org. 

leace 
n̂ 60th anniversary 

BY DOUG JOHNSON 
STAFF WRITER 

liree peace activist groups will sponsor a spe-
ci 1 talk Tuesday, Aug. 9, at Unity Church of 
L onia marking the 60th anniversary of the 
al mic bomb being dropped on Nagasaki, 
Ji ian. 

l ie three groups include Peace Action of 
h chigan, Swords Into Plowshares Peace Center 
a 1 Gallery in Detroit, and the Livonia-based 
C izens for Peace. 

lie Citizens for Peace group is loosely organ- . 
iz i around Michigan's 11th Congressional 
E itrict and includes members from Livonia, 
R iford, Garden City, Westland, Plymouth and 
Citon. 

Tie speaker at the event will be retired Lt. 
G a. Robert Gard, a West Point grad who has 
s< ved in Germany, Vietnam, Korea and with 
tl Department of Defense. 

Do Nuclear Weapons Protect Our Nation's 
S' :urity?" will be the topic of his talk. Gard, 
w ose extensive military background is bol-
st red by master's and doctorate degrees from 
H rvard, is a senior military fellow at the Center 
ft Arms Control and Non-Proliferation in 
M shington, D.C. 

'he event is set for 6:30 p.m. at Unity 
Cjirch, 28550 Five Mile.Road. Starting at 6:30 
P-LL. there will be a display of peace signs along 
Mldlebelt Road near the church; the speech 

Gard 

will be given inside the church at 
j 7:30 p.m. 
I "Are nuclear weapons moral or 
militarily necessary?" asks Colleen 
Mills of Livonia, Citizens for Peace 
organizer. 

"We are inviting the public to 
I hear an intelligent discussion of 
how we can reduce and eventually 
eliminate the threat of nuclear 

holocaust," Mills added. 
"Everyone should hear the talk to raise their 

awareness of the nuclear threat. Join us to make 
the world more peaceful," she said. 

Mills, a retired Detroit elementary school 
teacher, said she has invited many elected offi
cials to the meeting and also has sent invitations 
to the memberships to most of the churches in 
Livonia. 

Citizens for Peace has several goals but their 
major focus in the creation of a cabinet level 
Department of Peace, an idea fostered by Ohio 
Democratic congressman and presidential can
didate Dennis Kucinich. 

The bombing of Nagasaki killed 39,000 peo
ple instantly, destroyed the city and left thou
sands of others to die later from painful illness
es. 

An article in the current National Geographic 
on Nagasaki estimates Russia currently has 
16,000 nuclear weapons and the United States 
more than 10,000. 
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Karla Hutchings walks her dogs during Saturday's Paws With a Cause event In Kellogg Park in Plymouth. 

Walk raises cash for canines 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

STAFF WRITER 

With Plymouth's sidewalk sales going on at 
the same time, it was tough for organizers of 
the Paws With a Cause "Laps for Learning" 
walk to be sure exactly how much participa
tion they were getting. 

But it was enough for officials to deem the 
fifth annual event a success. Some 110 walk
ers, more than 70 dogs and 20 volunteers 
helped make sure of that. 

"It was still a successful event, because no 
matter how much money we raised, we're get
ting the word out about the organization," # 
said Sue Brooks, development representative 
in the Paws With a Cause Southeast 
Michigan Regional Office in Auburn Hills. 
"There were a lot of people.who got to see the 
dogs and learn some things, and that's very 
important" 

Paws With a Cause was founded in 
Michigan in 1979- The group trains assis

tance dogs to help people with disabilities try 
to live independent lives. The dogs, according 
to Brooks mostly labradors, golden retrievers 
or a mix, function as service dogs, hearing 
dogs, seizure response dogs and "combo" 
dogs for people with multiple disabilities. 

Saturday's event featured demonstration of 
the dogs' abilities, along.with activities such 
as "bobbing for tennis balls," an agility obsta
cle course, a dog/human relay race and a 
"Smooch the Pooch" booth. 

She said the event raised some $7,200, 
down from last year's $10,000 in donations. 
She said the reasons for the drop are unclear, 
but could have something to do with the loca
tion or the weather. 

"You never know in the summertime, but if 
you go too early in the spring, you get horri
ble weather, too far at the end and kids are 
back m school," she said. "So you take your 
best shot and go with it." 

bkadrich@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 459-2700 
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Camp keeps girls moving during summer 
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 

STAFF WRITER 

The sounds of sneakers 
speeding across a gymnasium, 
and basketballs dribbling 
across the court could be heard 
outside the doors of Madonna 
University in Livonia. 

If it's summer time, it's time 
for the Court of America All 
Star Basketball Camp. 

In its 10th year, Madonna 
hosted the active summer 
camp right on campus last 
week. Girls from grades 4-7, 
joined in to learn skills from 
dribbling to ball handling and 
more. 

"There is no wasted time," 
said Gary Sowpel of Canton. 
"That's a compliment to the 
coach." 

Sowpel stopped into .t;he 
gymnasium to catch his grand
daughter, Michelle Bishop, in 
action. Michelle lives in 
Westland. This is her second 
year in the camp, he said. 

Michelle participated in 
back-to-back summer camps 
this year, having just complet
ed a golf camp in Canada. 

"Instead of sitting in front of 
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The Huskies come together before the start of their scrimmage as participants in the Madonna University Alt-Star 
Basketball Camp last week in Livonia. 

the T.V. or computer,, what she 
tduld do is read or play golf," 
Sowpel said. .• * -

He said he comes to watch 

his granddaughter when he 
can. 

"No one is just sitting or hid
ing," said Sowpel of all the chil-
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dren participating. "Some 
don't have the same skill as 
others." 

That's reason enough to join, 
according to Marylou Jansen, 
head coach of women's basket
ball at Madonna. She runs.the 
camp, with the assistance of 
college-level players to help 
teach the young players. 

"They look up to us," said 
Claire Aubrey, a Bloomfield 
Hills resident find camp coach. 
"We're good role models." 

The week-long camp runs 
from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
gymnasium and outside at 
Madonna. Four separate ses
sions are planned throughout 
the year. Currently 72 campers 
are aiming for the basket and 
honing their skills. 

Maureen McCormick, a 
Plymouth resident and 
Madonna student, said she can 
easily spot the campers that 
are most apt to become basket
ball players in the future. 

They pay closer attention 
when she's coaching and they 
tend to ask more questions, 
she said. 

About two-thirds of the 
group are returning campers 
from last summer, said Jansen. 

yj VSf 

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPH. 

Mary Fitzgerald, 13, dribbles down the court against 14-year-old Marisa 
Bauters during the Madonna University All-Star Basketball Camp Thursday 
afternoon. This week, the camp is hosting younger hoop players. 

Her coaches are stressing the 
fundamentals of the game. By 
the end of the week, they'll be 
divided into teams and playing 
against one another. 

"I want them to have a good 
experience " said Jansen, a self-
described basketball junkie. 

By Monday afternoon, Mary 
L'Huillier of Woodhaven and 
Brittany Washington of 
Southfield, were having a good 
time. 

Brittany said she particularly 
liked the three-on-three games 
they played. This week marked 
her first experience at basket
ball camp. 

"I'm really excited," said 
Brittany, age 8. "I'm beating all 
the kids even though I'm the 
youngest person here." 

She said she's making a lot f ' 
friends as well. 

"It's real fun," added Elena 
Tantillo of Dearborn. 

Asia McArdell of Canton 
said she learned about the 
camp from her friend and fel 
low-camper Grace Stover, "ft 
brilliant," Asia said. 

The funds raised during 
camp go back into the 
Madonna Women's Basketba 
program and help pay for trij 
to tournaments across the 
country. Last year, the team 
traveled to San Francisco to 
compete. They say they could 
n't afford to do so without th< 
money raised from these sum 
nier camps 

scasola@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-20 
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extend P&R's contract through 
December, giving them time to 
compare companies before 
approving a longer-term agree
ment. 

On Monday, the council 
postponed a vote on the exten
sion. Councilman William 
Wild said P&R needed more 
time to fine-tune the short-
term contract. 

Unlike some communities, 
like neighboring Garden City, 
Westland has not imposed 
fines on P&R for late trash 
pickup. 

However, Cicirelli reiterated 

earlier statements that P&R 
will be expected to pay the tab 
for city workers that she sent 
out to pick up compost that 
P&R failed to collect earlier 
this summer. 

P&R has hauled Westland's 
garbage since Westland 
became a city in 1966. 
Ruthenberg has blamed some 
of his problems on garbage 
trucks that broke down amid 
financial struggles. 

Polich, defending P&R dur
ing Monday's meeting, said the 
company — without any guar
antees of a long-term contract 
— has had difficulty getting 
bank loans to make improve
ments. 

A Westland woman who 
moved to a new home in the 
36100 area of Cherry Hill told 
police that she found bones in 
her back yard while working in 
it July 27. 

Police have since said that 
the bones are not human 
bones. 

Stranger in the park 
A Belleville woman told 

police that a suspicious man 
was taking pictures of children 
in Central City Park about 1:45 
p.m. Saturday. 

The woman was at the park 
with her family when she 
noticed the man taking pic
tures. 

She told police she asked 
him why he was doing it, and 
she said he responded "for my 
own enjoyment." 

She said she went to the 
Bailey Recreation Center to 
alert police, but the suspect got 
into a vehicle and left. 

Police indicated later that 
the man didn't appear to be 

iolat'.ng any laws by taking 
pictures in a public park, but 
the woman wanted to alert 
people to the man's actions. 

A resident in the 1800 area 
of Parent Street told police that 
someone cut a chain and broke 
into his tool she'd after 4 a.m. 
Sunday, stealing $3,000 in 
tools. ,-••---; . . ' 

The man also said the 
intruder spray-painted vulgari
ties on the front of his house. 

The victim told police that 
someone had tried just two 

days earlier to break into a 
neighbor's garage. 

Bad money 
A Westland woman told 

police that someone passed a 
counterfeit $20 bill to her hus
band Sunday, possibly at a 
drugstore in Washtenaw 
County. 

She reported the incident to . 
police in hopes of alerting oth
ers that counterfeit bills are 
being passed. 

-.By Oarreli Clem 
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Romano has said the materi
al that D&G hopes to use is the 
same as that's used on a shop
ping center at Canton Center 
and Michigan Avenue, in 
Canton Township. 

Already, much of the former 
commercial center near Ford 
and Wayne has been demol
ished, including a building that 
once housed such businesses as 
a carpet store and a video store. 

Big Lots remains on the site, 
but has moved into what was 
once Kroger. It would anchor 
two new strip malls, one of 
them 14,326 square feet and 
the other 11,808 square feet. 

Romano indicated Monday 
that the two centers would 
accommodate 18 businesses, 
although no tenants have con
firmed that they will locate 
there. 

"There have been discus
sions, but nothing has been 
finalized," he said. 

City leaders expect that a new 
commercial center, with such a 
prime location, would likely 
draw tenants. 

Still, Councilman Richard 
LeBlanc said the lack of con
firmed tenants "is a legitimate 
concern" that some people 
have. 

Builders and city officials 
agreed this week that they hope 
to reach a compromise to res
cue the redevelopment plan. It 
wasn't clear when D&G would 
return to council,' possibly with 
a new plan. 

Some officials have suggested 
that D&G may be able to 
approach the city's Downtown 
Development Authority to help 
with some costs. 

The DDA is a board commit
ted to spurring redevelopment 
along Ford Road and part of 
Wayne Road, although there 
are restrictions on how the 
money can be used. 

dclem@oe.tiomecomm.net I (734) 953-2110 
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two co-workers - Candy Martin 
and Jenny Randazzo - who also 
started their jobs when Hudson 
opened four decades ago, but 
they couldn't be at Friday's cele
bration. 

"We've made a lot of good 
friends working here," Fry said. 

Westland Shopping Center 
opened its doors on July 29, 
1965, as one of the nation's first 
enclosed^ malls. When Westland 
became a city the following year, 
it was named after the mall. 

Denise Mills, the mall's mar
keting manager, led last Friday's 
celebration, accepting proclama
tions from local, county and 
state, government officials. 

Trie mall has survived while 
some of its one-time competi
tors, such as Livonia's 
Wonderland, have since closed 
up. 

Although Westland Shopping 
Center has had some turnover of 
stores - The Gap recently left -
it still has continued to attract 
shoppers. 

"Everyone in this area loves 
this mall," Simpson said. 

During Friday's party, Laurie 
McGuirk of Romulus won a 
drawing for a free, one-year 
vehicle lease from Gordon 
Chevrolet. 

Shoppers like 70r-year-old 
Maria Marino of Redford 
stopped by Friday to join the 
partyi 

1 used to take a bus from 
Telegraph and Joy to shop here," 
she recalled. "Then they stopped 
the buses at that time, so I 
learned to drive. 

"Hudson's was my favorite 
store," Marino said. "I still like to 
shop here after all these years." 

dclem@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2110 
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OUR VIEWS 

Rally, birthday 
showcase city 

Last week, two events took place in Westland that show 
what a lively, viable community it is. 

On Friday, Westland Shopping Center celebrated its 40th 
anniversary. Opened in 1965, the mall has become a desti
nation and the heart of the city's major shopping district. 

Its ability to prosper where other malls have floundered has 
led to major development along the roads that encompass i t 
And its ability to attract shoppers from far and near is reflective 
in the number of restaurants mat have opened around the mall. 

And las t Tuesday night 's Wes t land Chamber of 
Commerce Restaurant Rally was, in a way, a celebration 
of that development. 

The rally was an evening filled with good food and fel
lowship, where waiting in line was a pleasure and eating 
in a hurry acceptable. • 

This was the second year the chamber has conducted the 
rally, introducing diners to a few of the dining establishments 
that call Westland home. From national chains to family-
owned, the restaurants set out samples of their signature 
foods to entice their guests into coming back for more. 

Westland isn't the first to offer these kind of casual food 
fests, but what is amazing is how quickly it has caught on with 
people living in and around the city. Even before the second 
installment was done, people were signing up for next year. 

The rally may be a fund-raiser for the chamber, but we 
have to admit that it's one heck of a way of showcasing 
the City to residents and non-residents alike. 

We congratulate the chamber for a job well done on the 
rally and thank the restaurants which participated. What 
they did not only benefitted their businesses, but also the city. 

And we offer a chorus of Happy Birthday for Westland 
Shopping Center and offer a birthday pinch to keep on 
growing. The city may lack an old-fashioned style down
town, but tjiat mall is the next best thing, serving as the 
anchor of a thriving retail district. 

Last week was truly a wonderful week in Westland. 

Jobs shouldn't get 
charter protection 

A disturbing trend is becoming increasingly common 
across Michigan as towns look at creative ways to trim their 
budgets. Fearing layoffs, police and firefighters in several 
communities have gone directly to the voters to amend 
their town charters to specify minimum staffing levels. 

It's happened in Dearborn, Royal Oak and Pontiac. And 
while the results haven't been disastrous — yet — there 
are ominous implications for the future that could cripple 
the communities. 

Dearborn, for example, was hit doubly hard, with a pair 
of charter amendments passed in 2001 and 2004 that 
requires the city to have 1.24 firefighters and 2.1 police 
officers for each 1,000 residents. 

As a result, the city has to add 21 officers at a cost of 
$1.5 million a year. 

Royal Oak, a city grappling with a $5.5 million budget 
deficit, has been forced to hire six new firefighters at an 
approximate cost of $50,000 each, because of a voter-
approved charter amendment. 

There are several things wrong •with mandating staffing lev
els. It forces towns to artificially maintain a staff it may not be 
able to afford or even need. Just what is the right number of 
police officers or firefighters a town should have? Basing it on 
population alone ignores such other fectors as physical size of 
a community, or even predominant building material. A fire 
at a brick house on a large lot is less of a threat than a fire at a. 
wood house in a densely packed city block. 

It's also worth noting that staffing levels don't mandate 
the services those firefighters offer. Livonia voters, for 
instance, were pushed to set a minimum staffing level in 
1984, while facing the threat of moving some firefighting 
positions to volunteer. Since then, Livonia has added 
advanced life support transport, hazardous materials pro
tection and other services that a lot of towns don't offer. 
- Public safety is an emotional issue* but it needs to be 
put in perspective. Towns saddled by these restrictions 
are faced with cutting some departments while forced to 
expand others. It simply isn't fair. 

Amending city charters is not a trifling matter. Charters 
are special documents that specify how a town is organ
ized and operated. They are local constitutions and 
should not be manipulated into self-serving job security 
guarantees by a handful of municipal employees. 

Communities facing these amendments must mount 
major communications programs to.inform the public of 
the real threat posed by such dangerous moves. 
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Appointee should reconsider 
Just when things began to settle down 

in our city, due to the efforts of many 
people including the accomplishments of 
our mayor, Sandra Cicirelli, our city was 
again thrown into somewhat of a turmoil 
by the recent appointment to the DDA 
board. 

Nobody then or now denies the past 
accomplishments of the new appointee. 
However, many of us also do not deny 
the fact that the new appointee to the 
DDA board made a mistake that does 
not allow her to sit on this board. She 
will not make an excellent addition to 
this board. 

All of us go about our daily tasks 
according to a set of values. With all of 
our weaknesses and foibles, some of us 
fall really hard. As a result, some of our 
mistakes automatically deny us certain 
rights. This is one of those instances. 
The new appointee to the DDA board 
chose to abuse the trust of the people. 
By violating our trust, she lost $he priv
ilege of serving in certain capacities. 
Most of us know that there are limita
tions set on people who seek certain 
positions after they committed certain 
improprieties. 

We were surprised that Mayor Cicirelli 
was not advised against this appoint
ment by her supporters. It would seem 
that the five council members who 
always vote along with the mayor on all 
significant issues did not really stop and 
say, this is not right. 

However, we were not surprised by the 
standard 5-2 vote which continues to 
plague our city. Of the four incumbents 
running for City Council this fall, only 
Cheryl Gruenstadt in our opinion, is 
independent. We have watched for too 
long that of the seven-member city coun
cil, the majority of important issues go 
down, 5-2. Hopefully the voters will not 
forget this when it will be time to elect 
new council members in November. 

Too frequently, candidates say, I'm 
independent, only to get the support of 
the voters. But watch very carefully for 
independent thinkers when voting on 
key issues. 

No," we're not suggesting that the coun
cil should fight the administration. 
However, there are a good number of 
times where voting on significant issues 
went and continue to go along "party 
lines." No one is so correct all of the time 
who would deserve to get unquestioning 
approval. This is dangerous for any enti
ty. ; . 

Going back to the new appointee to . 
the DDA of Westland, she should recon
sider and not accept this appointment 
based on her final act in the position as a 
director. She violated the public trust . 
and for that there is a very high price to 
pay. This last act far overshadows all of 
her previous achievements. 

James and Mary Murphy 
Westland 

Conservatism's effect 
It was enjoyable to discuss political 

matters with friends, neighbors, work 

LETTERS 

associates, and customers. It was a learn
ing experience, particularly when discus
sions were somewhat different from your 
own. A discussion of facts surrounding 
an issue would help to widen your view 
of the world. light hearted banter of 
political sides and then the discussion 
would evolve into a movie someone saw 
or the sports scores. 

Today that has changed. The rise of 
conservatism with Newt Gingrich and 
the "in your face" diatribes were a major 
tool of the Republican Party to silence 
any dissent and have all but eliminated 
political discourse. The conversion of 
nearly all talk radio stations in the coun
try to a conservative propaganda mouth
piece and the rise of the forerunning 
Republican propaganda machine, the 
Fox network, have left very bitter, spite
ful, unknowing Republican Bush sup
porters. 
' A typical political conversation today 
is usually a conservative trying to initi
ate a discussion of what a non-
Republican had done. Any mention of 
a position different from a conserva
tive, or even a non-Republican sup
porting a Republican cause, results in 
an automatic rise in blood pressure 
and clenching of the jaw, a Pavlov 
response. 

And they usually are not even aware of 
the rage they possess when talking about 
an opposing position. The tension can be 
clearly felt. It has been frightful in unso
licited conversations with conservatives 
recently. 

There was a time when Republicans 
were skeptical of every politician, includ
ing Republicans. No one was guaranteed 
approval and acceptance. And 
Republicans were particularly critical of 
their own party members, insuring the 
integrity of their party. It was a require
ment of a minority party, to make sure 
their party was united in integrity, per
haps not beliefs. 

It was assuring, when a Republican 
politician met with general approval. 
There was a feeling they could be trust
ed. This trust came from inquisitions 
and questioning and facing the public, 
something not seen today. 

Today's Republicans are much differ
ent. The leadership hides in "town hall 
meetings" which are staged to support ' 
the leadership and to hide from the pub
lic. The leadership does not face the pub
lic, but demonstrates their weakness by _ 
hiding in these "town hall meetings" 
where only the faithful come to praise 
the leadership. Only those swearing alle
giance are permitted. 

The followers are not skeptical of the ~ 
party appointed. They follow the party 
direction, without question, no matter 
how the party leadership violates their 
beliefs. There have been a few governing 
officials with such blinded party support 
in history, and they all have turned out 
quite catastrophic. 

It would be great to have Republicans • 
in a minority and have real principles 
guiding their party. It was refreshing to 
vote Republicans in those days when 
they weren't swine at the feeding trough 
and they were as critical of their own 

party instead of running in fear of the ' 
party leadership. 

Allan Biber 
Westland 

No fun for animals 
I thank the Westland Observer for its 

July 31 article, "League's circus attracts 
crowds and protesters "Circuses are no 
fun for the animals. It just seems to 
make common sense that wild animals 
should be in the wild.' 

Elephants, for example, typically roam 
about 30 miles per day in large social 
herds. They have their natural 
freedoms. They are taken from the wild 
and ripped from their families, who they 
have deep bonds with, just to be cooped 
up and travel across the country. 

Big animals like elephants are trained 
by pain. They are hit with objects such as 
bullhooks, which is nothing more than a 

, long poll with a sharp hook on the 
end. Elephants skins are so sensitive, they 
can feel an insect bite. Imagine how being 
hit with a sharp hook with forceful swings 
feels for the elephants. They cry real tears. 

I hope the city of Westland passes an 
ordinance banning circus acts that use 
exotic animals in the city limits forever. 

William McMullin 
Clio 

Adult stem cells hold promise 
Philip Power's column on Michigan 

not supporting stem cell research is mis
leading and does not present the truth. If 
you had done some research, you will 
find that the stem cells that show prom
ise for cures are adult stem cells, which 
do not entail killing a human being to 
obtain. I oppose embryonic stem cell 
research as do a lot of people in Livonia 
and the rest of America as this is the 
destroying of a human being. 

So next time you write an article on. 
stem cell research, please mention all the 
facts. The truth of the matter is that ; 
adult stem cell research shows the mojst 
promise and is the only one that is 
morally and ethically permissible. 

Jeff Schubert 
Livonia 

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS * 
We welcome your letters to the editor. Please \ 
include your name, address and phone number; 
for verification. We ask that your letters be;400 
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space, ; 
and content. ••' \ 

Mail: ; 
Letters to the editor 
Westland Observer 
36251 Schoolcraft 
Livonia, Ml 48150 . 

Fax: 
(734)591-7279 

E-mail: 
smason@oe.homecomm.net 

QUOTABLE 

"Some 20-25 percent of the 500,000 signatures were done in African-American communities. You've got to know that 
there are few blacks who will sign an anti-affirmative action petition/' 
- Lyn Bankes, a member of the Board of State Canvassers, about a controversial bid for a statewide ballot proposal to 

ban the use of race and gender in government hiring or public university admissions j 
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Lack of public mass transit 
remains area's albatross 

Court calls strike three, 
so DARTA should be OUT! 

* < * 

Alan C. 
Helmkamp 

Last month was a real roller coaster ride for 
Detroit and southeast Michigan. For once, we 
enjoyed favorable press from writers in town 

for All-Star Week. Visitors were impressed by the 
friendly welcome, beautiful Comerica Park and a 
spruced up downtown. We rolled up our sleeves 
as a region, and delivered the goods as best we 
could. 

But a guest mentioned that his visit would have 
been considerably better if shuttle transit from 
the airport to downtown and back had been 
available. Detroit's Achilles heel again — no mass 
rapid transit system. 
; The bounce in our step lasted 

for about two weeks. A visitor's 
slight of our transportation net
work became a body slam when 
the Michigan Court of Appeals 
invalidated the emerging 
Detroit Area Regional Transit 

_^, AJ Authority. Created in 2003 by 
g ^ B k . ^ B the leaders of Oakland, 
M ^ M t ^ ^ H Macomb and Wayne counties 

and the city of Detroit, and sup
ported by the governor, DARTA 
was tangible proof of the 
region's commitment to an 
improved transportation sys

tem. 
Shortsighted opponents cheered this unfortu

nate ruling as evidence of the death of mass tran
sit. Celebration of DARTA's demise, however, is 
premature. In fact, new developments bring 
renewed hope that metropolitan Detroit may still 
join the rest of 21st century urban America in 
offering affordable and reliable public trans
portation. 

Critics of the region's two transit systems — the 
Detroit Department of Transportation, serving 
the city, and the Suburban Mobility Authority for 
Regional Transit (SMART), with bus routes to 
the suburbs — speak of wasted taxpayer dollars 
and a public hooked on their individual cars. But 
they miss the point. We have no choice but to 
continue the push for mass transit. 
, We have no choice because of people like 

Wanda Martin, who leaves her home in the city 
two hours early to make bus connections to get to 
her job in Pontiac. We have no choice because of 
people like Angelo Binno, a blind student from 
Farmington who has to take a cab to classes at 
Wayne State University. Certainly we have no 
choice but to carry on for the 140,000 daily riders 
of buses in metropolitan Detroit, who are mostly 
the working poor, the disabled or the elderly who 
depend on transit to get to jobs or the doctor and 
shopping. Apart from the issue of choice, it is a 
matter of responsibility. 

There's no reason to get bogged down in the 
tired liberal vs. conservative polarization of this 
issue. Gasoline is around $2.30 a gallon and ris

ing. Car insurance has become unaffordable for 
many. A recent study shows that metro area resi
dents spend over a fifth of their household 
income on transportation. Time lost in traffic 
delays on our aging and always-under-repair 
freeways zap worker productivity. Protecting the 
bottom line is rock-ribbed conservative. 

Cost-efficient and dependable public mass 
transit must also be viewed as an economic devel
opment tool. Workers must get to their jobs, 
wherever they may be. By providing the means of 
delivering dependable labor, new business is 
attracted and existing companies expand. We 
must reverse the exodus of our young profession
als who are drawn to Chicago, Boston and 
Atlanta with vital urban centers served by excel
lent transportation systems. Of the nation's 25 
largest urban areas, only two — Detroit and 
Tampa — do not provide rapid public transporta
tion. Economic recovery lags here in part because 
of the absence of a similar comprehensive transit 
network. 

. But all is not lost, to the consternation of mis
informed and misguided opponents of public 
mass transit. Representatives of the regional 
leaders who created DARTA, as well as the 
Detroit Regional Chamber, the Michigan 
Department of Transportation and Gov. 
Jennifer Granholm's office, recently met to 
renew their commitment to DARTA. Options on 
the table include possible appeal of the court's 
decision, crafting a new intergovernmental 
agreement and supporting legislation in 
Lansing to create DARTA II. Not open to specu
lation is the resolve of leaders like Wayne 
County Executive Robert Ficano, who empha
sized, using a baseball analogy, that "they will 
keep swinging until they connect on a plan for 
regional transportation." 

Even more encouraging is the news announced 
by U.S. Sen. Debbie Stabenow last week that the 
Southeast Michigan Council of Governments will 
receive $100 million in federal funds for prelimi
nary engineering of a light rail rapid transit line 
between Detroit and Ann Arbor. Paralleling the 
1-94 corridor, passing near the airport and future 
job centers like Pinnacle in western Wayne 
County, this rail line will be a significant piece of 
the transit network. Our congressional delegation 
obtains federal funding for SEMCOG because the 
existence of DARTA demonstrates regional sup
port for mass transit. 

Serious challenges remain, such as heavy lifting 
to secure a revenue stream for operational costs 
of an expanded system. But for those eager to pile 
dirt on DARTA's grave, put your shovels away. 
Mass transit is in our future, the sooner the bet
ter. 

Alan C. Helmkamp is assistant Wayne County executive-
government relations. • 

Robert 

Gosselin 

% fter swinging and missing twice in the 
&j" state Legislature, the Detroit Area 
* * Regional Transportation Authority 
(DARTA) just had strike three called. The 
umpire" this time was a court, rather than 

the democratic process of the Legislature, but 
the result should be the same: "You're OUT!" 

Notwithstanding this, Gov. Granholm, Mayor 
Kilpatrick and DARTAs corporate and bureau
cratic cheerleaders are pleading to give the tran
sit boondoggle another "at-bat" Instead, they 
should bench this loser — permanently. 

The fascination that cer-
tain politicians, bureaucrats 

^ ^ and special interests have for 

f ^ a centralized public transit 
W agency is something of mys

tery to many people. Metro 
Detroit is not a region in 

^ A ^ which hundreds of thou-
^^k^ H sands of workers commute in 
^ ^ ™ ™ and out of the central city on 

a daily basis, so such a sys
tem makes little sense here. 

In Oakland County, for 
I example, 70 percent of corn
s' muters drive to work in one 
1 suburban community from their home in 
f another. In today's dynamic economy, it is 
$ impossible for central planners to accurately 
& predict in any detail future commuter patterns 
1 and needs. Given this reality, we should not 
"J spend another nickel on the traditional 1930s 
j government-run transit system model before 
* reforming the entire structure right down to 

1 its roots, in such a way as to meet the real 
_ needs of 21st century citizens. Our economy 
I has moved far beyond the old industrial model 
$ m which public transit systems made sense. 
^ Yet the dominant model in public transit 
I today is still a hugely bureaucratized, inefficient, 

rule bound, costly, heavily subsidized, underuti-
3 lized overregulated, overunioned, often corrupt 
1 and always self-serving municipal or regional 
* transit system. The Detroit Department of. 
1 Transportation (DDOT), which would be the 

biggest piece of the DARTA pie, is the epitome 
* of that broken model. Union featherbedding is 
I rife layer after layer of administration ensures 
I that much of the money never gets near an 

actual bus, and inefficient and ineffective man-
0 agement means that much of the equipment 

remains out of service for long periods of time. 
The DARTA plan is to merge this monument 

f to inefficiency with the suburban SMART tran
sit system. Hey — if improved coordination 

r. were what this is really about, nothing would 
c prevent DDOT and SMART from sitting down 
" right now to cooperate on establishing a more 
^ seamless interface. To do so they don't need a 

WHAT DO YOU THINK? 

Mass transit is a hot button issue for metro area 
residents. Do we need it? Can we afford it? Who 
should run it? Today's Observer & Eccentric Op-Ed 
page features columns representing different points 
of view on the latest issue to emerge on the mass 
transit landscape - the Detroit Area Regional 
Transportation Authority or DARTA. Last month, the 
Michigan Court of Appeals said DARTA was created 
illegally and gave it until later this month to disband. 
We'd like to hear what you have to say on the issue. 
E-mail your comments to editor@oe.homecomm.net. 

DARTAthat would just export DDOT's waste -
and inefficiency throughout the region. 

But improved coordination is not what 
DARTA is primarily about Plain and simple, it's 
about fleecing suburban taxpayers to prop up an 
obsolete, broken-down big city bus system. 
Proof of this is seen in the contention by 
DARTA supporters that the plan only works if. .; 
reluctant suburban communities are forced into.: 
the system and never allowed to leave. Well, if 
DARTA will be such a benefit to suburban com-
munities^ why is it necessary to hold a gun to 
their heads to get them to participate, hrnmm? 

That said, there is still the question of how to 
help those who can't drive for health reasons, 
or inner-city residents who need to get to a job 
in the suburbs and can't afford a car arid insur
ance. The answer to that question is surely not 
to pour more money into a dysfunctional sys
tem, so that it can run even more mostly-empty 
buses to more places. More people could be 
helped much more efficiently if instead of rein-
forcing the failure of the traditional transit 
model, resources were diverted to alternatives 
such as private sector "micro" systems, like jit
neys, commercial van pools, "call-and-ride" and 
many more concepts that creative entrepre
neurs will invent if given the opportunity. 

Economics favor such alternatives; only pro
tectionist unions, inbred bureaucracies and 
the politicians they control prevent them with 
an impenetrable barrier of laws and regula
tions. These are the same forces that now want 
to reach into the pockets of suburban taxpay
ers to expand their grubby HtUe transit racket. 

Heck, they shouldn't just be benched — 
they should be thrown out of the league! 

State Rep. Robert Gosselin, R-Troy, is a member of the 
House Transportation Committee. He represents the 4Tst 
District, which includes the cities of Troy and Clawson. He 
can be reached by e-mail at robertgosseiin@house.mi.gov. 
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Renewal of county parks tax wins strong approval 
BY HUGH GALLAGHER 

STAFF WRITER 

Wayne County voters over
whelmingly approved renew
al of alive-year, 0.25-mill tax 
for improvements and main
tenance of Wayne County 
Parks. 

The tax, first approved by 
voters in 1996 and renewed 
in 2000, is expected to raise 
nearly $12 million in 2006. 
For a home with a taxable 
value of $100,000 the tax 
would be approximately $25 
a year. 

With 86 percent of the vote 
in Wednesday morning, the 
millage was approved by 76 
percent of voters. 

"It's an indication that 
we're spending the money 
well, certainly in Hines Park 
and Elizabeth Park," said 
Alan Helmkamp, assistant 
county executive for govern
ment relations, who led 
efforts to win approval for 
the renewal. 

He said voters seemed to 
approve the improvements 
and maintenance of the parks 
and don't want to see a 
reduction in park upkeep. 
Helmkamp said he under
stood that the voter turnout 
in the suburbs was low, but 
he said he was happy that the 
proposal was winning 
approval in many suburban 
communities. 

Vote turnout in most 
Observer communities was 
low. Plymouth Township had 
two public safety millages on 
the ballot, but other commu
nities didn't have other elec
tions. In Canton, voters 
approved the parks millage 
2,507 to 1,977; Livonia voters 
approved the millage 1,800 
to 1,622; Plymouth Township 
approved the millage 3,511 to 
1,756. Plymouth approved the 
millage 494 to 270; Redford 
approved the millage 1,572 to 
1,132; and Westland 
approved the millage 2,386 
to 1,342. 

The millage specifically 
makes reference to major 
improvements to Hines Park, 
Elizabeth Park (in Trenton), 
Chandler Park (in Detroit) 
and historic Fort Wayne. In 
addition, the millage lan
guage requires that the parks 
continue to receive money 
from the county's general 
fund. 

Money is also allocated for 
local parks and recreation 
projects. The millage has 
been criticized by suburban 
leaders because of the way 
these discretionary funds 
have been distributed for 
local parks and recreation 
projects. The county was also 
criticized for placing the 
millage on the Aug. 2 ballot, 
when most suburban com
munities did not have an 
election and the city of 
Detroit had a hotly contested 
mayoral primary. 

During the campaign, 
County Executive Robert 
Ficano and Helmkamp met 
with suburban leaders and 
proposed a new process for 
evaluating local projects. 
Under the proposal, a five-
member advisory committee 
would review proposals to 
present to the Wayne County 
Commission. 

The committee would con
sist of the director of parks or 
a designee, a representative 
of the county executive's 
office, a representative of the 
Wayne County commission, 
the director of public services 
and a representative of the 
Friends of Wayne County 
Parks. Proposals would be 
limited to existing parks or 
related facilities "owned and 
operated by a governmental 
unit." Funds could not be 
used to create a new park. 

Helmkamp said he will be 
the county executive's repre
sentative tp the panel. He 
said the panel would be 
meeting within the month 
and several proposals have 
already been received. 

County Commissioner Phil 

THINKING ABOUT 

Cavanagh, D-Redford, was 
critical of the millage timing 
and favored a vote in 
November. 

Cavanagh had also pro
posed changing the ballot to 
require that 50 percent of the 
funding be sent back to local 
communities for parks and 
recreation projects. The pro
posal was rejected by the 
commission because of con

cerns that the proposal was a 
new tax and required a 
supermajority approval. This 
proposal was also presented 
in the state Legislature by 
Rep. Phil LaJoy, R-Canton, 
and then withdrawn after an 
agreement was reached on 
the advisory panel. 

"My greatest criticism was 
that we had the vote in 
August. We could have 

passed it in November," 
Cavanagh said. "The money 
is needed to run the parks, 
mow the lawns." 

Cavanagh said the new 
advisory panel is a "step in 
the right direction." 

"The discussion has height
ened everyone's awareness 
that we need more equity in 
the distribution of parks 
money," he said. 

'It's an indication that 

we're spending the money 

well, certainly in Hines 

Park and Elizabeth Park/ > 
Alan Helmkamp 
government relations for county 
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6 Pack Big K 
Soft Drinks 

12 oz Cans Cola, Citrus Drop, Orange 
Root Beer, Grape, Lemon Lime, 

Red Cream or Sweet Tea 

Chef Boyardee 
Canned Pasta 

or Chef Boyardee 
Microwave Cups 7.5-15 oz 

Little Debbie 
Products 

Selected Varieties and Sizes 

Prices and Items Good at Your Local 
Kroger Store August 3 thru August 7, 2005. 

Some Items may require a deposit. 
Visit our Website at www.Krogor.com or 

call Customer Service at 1-QOO-KROGEftS 

ADVERTISED ITEM POLICY: 
WE RESERVE THE RIGHTTO LIMIT QUANTITIES. Each of these advertised items 

is required to be available for sale. If we do run out of an advertised 
item, we will offer you your choice of a comparable item, when available, reflecting 

the same savings, or a ralncheck which will entitle you to 
purchase the advertised item at the advertised price within 30 days. 

Only one vendor coupon will be accepted per item. 
Copyright 2O05.Tne Kroger Company. No sales to dealers. 

http://www.hometoumlife.com
http://www.Krogor.com

