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money for road 
Ann Arbor Trail to get improvements 

BY DAXREU CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Westiand will receive $2.5 million 
in federal money to improve the 
entire stretch of Ann Arbor Trail 
that winds across the city's north 
side. 

"We're very pleased," Mayor 
Sandra Cicirelli said. 

The money will be used to repair' 
Ann Arbor Trail between 
Farmington and Inkster roads. The 
work is expected to begin next 
spring, Westiand Public Services 
Director Tom Wilson said. 

"Some of it will just be patch 

work, but some areas will get an 
asphalt overlay," he said. 

U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia, announced the Ann Arbor 
Trail project as part of nearly $12.8 
million in road improvements 
planned in his 11th District. 

"This critical infrastructure fund
ing will help preserve and promote 
employment, and provide better 
roads in our communities," 
McCotter said. "I am greatly indebt

ed to this district's municipal and 
community leaders for their invalu
able help in securing these essential 
transportation improvements for 
our shared constituents." 

Some areas of Ann Arbor Trail in 
Westiand, particularly between 
Farmington and Merriman, don't 
seem in dire need of repairs: 

However, Wilson said the goal of 
local leaders is to try to work on 
roads as they begin to deteriorate, 

"before they fall into complete disre
pair." 

Cicirelli indicated that local offi
cials plan to talk with federal offi
cials to determine whether part of 
the $2.5 million could be used 
toward improvements on Cherry 
Hill, west of Newburgh. 

City officials hope to widen that 
stretch of road, the mayor said. 
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Clowns Around Redford, 

WMGC bring magic 
to family night 

BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

You didn't have to be a clown to have fun, but a 
sense of humor was a plus. 

Last Monday, families gathered at the Bailey 
Recreation Center outdoor pool for what has become 
a must event, the "Magic Monday" Family Night. 

Sponsored by radio station WMGC-FM (105.1) and 
the Clowns Around Redford, participants were treat
ed to swimming and bouncing and... well, magic, as 
part of the event. 

Held during National Clown Week,it also served as 
a fund-raiser for the Burger Center for Children with 
Autism, a county-wide program housed in Garden 
City. 

"We had about 70 people and 40 swimmers," said . 
Rob Ritter, pool supervisor. "People said it was won
derful, a beautiful night for it. I think it was probably 
the best one we've had yet." • 

"It's really good to have Magic radio there and with 
the clowns, it's a really good fit".added Margaret 
Martin, parks and recreation program supervisor; 
"Every year we say, 'Do you want to do it again?' and 
we do." 

For a charge of $3 for adults and $2 for children, 
participants were treated to two hours of swimming 
in the pool, plenty of clowning around by the Clowns 
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Scooter, a member of Clowns Around Redford, takes a ride down the waterslide 
during the Magic Monday Family Night the Bailey Recreation Center's outdoor pool. 
The group was celebrating National Clown Week as well as raising money for the 
Burger Center for Students with Autism in Garden City. 

Of Westiand voters, 
those who voted 
liked new 

BY DARRELL CLEM . 

STAFF WRITER 

Local voters adapted easily 
to a new voting system in 
Tuesday's primary, putting 
Westiand on the front line for 
changes that will become 
statewide next year. 

"It really went well," City 
Clerk Eileen DeHart said. "By 
and large, the voters said this 
was a better system." 

Prior to Tuesday, Westiand 
voters had used a touch-screen 
computer voting system ~ one 
that proved frustrating at 
times, particularly for senidr 
citizens. 

With the new M-100 optical 
scan system* voters marked 
paper ballots with a pen and 
then fed them into a digital 
scanning machine. 

Westiand was among several 
communities testing the sys
tem, and DeHart said the tim
ing couldn't have been better. 

For one, only one issue was 
on the ballot - a county parks 
and recreation tax renewal that 
passed in Westiand and coun-
tywide. Secondly, only 6.4 per-

DeHart 
•sfc 

cent of 
Westiand vot
ers even both
ered to vote, 
and most of 
them cast 
absentee bal
lots. 

Little more 
than 800 of. 
tl.s city's -

56,000-plus registered voters 
actually went to the polls. 

"That's very bad," DeHart 
said. "But it s summertime, and 
a lot of people are on vacation. 
Thef e was only one issue on 
the ballot, nothing to do with 
city officials. If there had been 
a city primary (for mayor or 
council), there would have 
been a much bigger turnout." 

The new voting system will 
be used from now on in 
Westiand elections, and 
Tuesday's primary showed that 
those who did vote had few 
problems with the new . 
method. 

"This was a great dress 
rehearsal "DeHart said. 
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BY JULIE BROWN 

STAFF WRITER 

Westiand Mayor Sandra 
Cicirelli has seats to fill on the 
Downtown Development 
Authority board, following the 
resignation of Kim Shunkwiler 
and Doug North. 

"It just got to the point 
where it was very frustrating " 
said Shunkwiler, a Westiand 
chiropractor who served nine 
years as the board chair and 
didn't miss a meeting. "I took 
it seriously. We had some great 
plans. We just got cut off at the 
knees by the powers that be." 

Shunkwiler cited former 

Mayor Robert Thomas5 taking 
of DDA money and the subse
quent city administration use.. 
of that money. The DDA in 
Westiand includes Ford Road 
in its entirety and Wayne Road 
from Ford south to Glenwood. 

Also resigning was North of 
North Brothers Ford. 

"He told me he had typed up 
his resignation," Shunkwiler 
said of his call to North. 
"There was no collusion." 

"I understand that he was 
frustrated," Cicirelli said of 
Shunkwiler;, "It's been due to 
the budget constraints." She 
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Coming Thursday 
in Filter 

Touching words: He's 
rap's biggest star 
and local fans 
explain why his 
music lias impacted 
them more than any 
other. Read more in 
the next Filter. 
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Local union fighting for its existence 
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BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

UAW members picket Hercules Steel in Livonia, where the union members are 
locked out. 
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BY KURT KUBAN 

STAFF WRITER 

Jack Madonia has worked at 
Hercules Drawn Steel in Livonia 
for 33 years. In fact, it was his 
very first job after getting out of 
the military a couple years after 
graduating frpm high school. 
Madonia says the job is all he's 
ever known. 

Since the beginning of May, 
however, he and the other mem
bers of UAW Local 174-have 
found themselves on the outside 
looking in. 

Officials at Hercules, a steel 
plant located on Amrhein Road 
in Livonia, have locked out the 
union employees, or at least 
some of them. Using what union 
members say is a new labor law, 
the company only locked out 
some of the union. 

Approximately 25 of the 72 
union members were told to 
report to work, even though the 
union's contract expired April 
29, which is the rationale 
behind why they locked out the 
majority of the workers. 

Madonia now spends his days 
picketing in front of Hercules 
along with other union mem
bers. When replacement work
ers go through the picket line, 
the union members — some 
using bullhorns and others just 
yelling — call them "scabs" or 
worse. In addition to daily pick

eting, the union held a rally in 
front of Hercules on Thursday 
and has distributed leaflets in 
the neighborhood of plant man
ager Ken Pinion, accusing him 
of being a "union buster." 

Madonia says he would rather 
be doing something else, like 
going back to work, but he real
izes he is now fighting for his 
job. 

"We're all out here fighting 
this battle for our wives and 
families," says Madonia, whose 
only daughter just had her high 
school graduation parly and will 
soon be going to college. 

Eaton Steel, which owns 
Hercules, is a large distributor 
of hot rolled special quality bars 
and billets, according to the 
company's Web site. More than 
50,000 tons of steel in 3/8 of an 
inch to 18 inch diameter rounds, 
hexagons, flats and round cor
nered squares are stocked in the 
company's warehouses, which 
are spread throughout the coun
try, and as far away as Houston, 
Texas. 

At Hercules, workers produce 
cold drawn carbon and alloy 
steel bars, which are used to 
manufacture everything from 
car struts and spark plugs, to 
bullets and dumbbells. 

Albert Goodman founded 
Hercules in 1957, just four years 
after getting Eaton Steel off the 
ground. The company, which 
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also owns plants in Taylor and 
Oak Park, is now owned by 
Mark and Gary Goodman, the 
sons of the founder. Hercules is 
the only one of the three plants 
to employ UAW workers. The 
union's relationship with 
Hercules dates back to 1965. 

Union leaders say company 
officials tried to ram through a 
new contract that virtually elim
inated most union rights, 
including seniority rights and 
the current disciplinary proce
dure, which would allow the 
company to fire an employee 
without a review process. 

"They totally want to gut the 
entire collective bargaining 
agreement," said Doug Grima, 
president of Local 174. "We 
don't have a problem negotiat
ing a fair contract, but they have 
told us over and over, *We don't 
want to bargain. This is the way 
it will be."' 

Local 174, which dates back to 
the 1930s, was union legend 
Walter P. Reuther's home local. 
There are more than 8,000 
members, who range from plant 
workers like those at Hercules to 
firefighters and childcare work
ers. Grima said dues paid by the 
union's other members are pro
viding strike pay to the locked 
out workers. The union pays 
about $200 a week to each of 
the locked out workers. 

To make matters worse, the 
company is fighting claims , 
made by union workers to col
lect unemployment from the 
state of Michigan. The union 
has appealed with the unem
ployment agency. 

Grima said negotiations with 
the company haven't gotten very 
far, despite the fact that outside 
mediators have come in to try 
and help move things along. He 
said there may be negotiations 
in the next few weeks, but noth
ing is firmed up yet. 

"We've had a lot of monetary -
support from a lot of plants and ' 
people in general. These guys 
are strong, but it's getting 
tough," Grima said. Of the work
ers that were told to report to 
work despite the lockout, less 
than half went back. ; 

No matter how tough it gets, ' 
Herb Wilson, another longtime ! 
Hercules employee, saidithe . \ 
union members are willing to \ 
stand their ground, because the ' 
contract that has been offered > 
would force the union to' don- '< 
cede too much. \ 

"They wanted to take so much \ 
language out of the contract, ; 
there wouldn't be a union any- ; 
more. This isn't so much a fight ! 
over money, it's a fight over dig- ' 
nity" said Wilson, who is on the ; 
union's negotiating tearh and ; 
has been with the compatty for > 
27 years. "They just want to \ 
change the contract from end to J 
end." 

When reached, one Hercules • 
official refused to comment on ! 
the labor dispute, and Hercules ' 
plant manager Ken Pinion did ., 
not return phone calls before ; 
this paper went to press. 

Although union members 1 
admit, the strain of daily picket-! 
ing and an uncertain future are ; 
starting to get on them, their ' 
spirits have been buoyed by ! 
passers-by who have stopped I 
with food or even money to help; 
them keep fighting. Wilson says ' 
that is because people in this 
region understand the impor-, , 
tance of unions, and what they 
have meant to the standard of 
living of the average person, 

"I think unions are in trouble 
in general these days from so 
many fronts. But without \ [ 
unions, we wouldn't be where ' 
we're at," he said. 

As for Madonia, he is holding . 
out hope that the two sides can ', 
come to an agreement. 
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