LU

American dream

ura.*

. Photographer Linda
Solomon helps local kids

Peter's Principles
Fitness expert answers

Young people share views

M

r

readers' questions

OBSERVER LIFE, SECTION C

HEALTH, PAGE C8

C10
KUADY REFKKENCIi
Newspaper classified sections
ailable at the Reference
Desk
Your hometown newspaper
serving Westiand for
41 years

7,2005
75 cents

WINNERS OF OVER 100 STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS SINCE 2001

www.hometownlife.com

money for road
Ann Arbor Trail to get improvements
BY DAXREU CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westiand will receive $2.5 million
in federal money to improve the
entire stretch of Ann Arbor Trail
that winds across the city's north
side.

"We're very pleased," Mayor
Sandra Cicirelli said.
The money will be used to repair'
Ann Arbor Trail between
Farmington and Inkster roads. The
work is expected to begin next
spring, Westiand Public Services
Director Tom Wilson said.
"Some of it will just be patch

work, but some areas will get an
asphalt overlay," he said.
U.S. Rep. Thaddeus McCotter, RLivonia, announced the Ann Arbor
Trail project as part of nearly $12.8
million in road improvements
planned in his 11th District.
"This critical infrastructure funding will help preserve and promote
employment, and provide better
roads in our communities,"
McCotter said. "I am greatly indebt-

ed to this district's municipal and
community leaders for their invaluable help in securing these essential
transportation improvements for
our shared constituents."
Some areas of Ann Arbor Trail in
Westiand, particularly between
Farmington and Merriman, don't
seem in dire need of repairs:
However, Wilson said the goal of
local leaders is to try to work on
roads as they begin to deteriorate,

"before they fall into complete disrepair."
Cicirelli indicated that local officials plan to talk with federal officials to determine whether part of
the $2.5 million could be used
toward improvements on Cherry
Hill, west of Newburgh.
City officials hope to widen that
stretch of road, the mayor said.
dclem@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953*2)12

Of Westiand voters,
those who voted
liked new
BY DARRELL CLEM .
STAFF WRITER
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Local voters adapted easily
to a new voting system in
Tuesday's primary, putting
Westiand on the front line for
changes that will become
statewide next year.
"It really went well," City
Clerk Eileen DeHart said. "By
and large, the voters said this
was a better system."
Prior to Tuesday, Westiand
voters had used a touch-screen
computer voting system ~ one
that proved frustrating at
times, particularly for senidr
citizens.
With the new M-100 optical
scan system* voters marked
paper ballots with a pen and
then fed them into a digital
scanning machine.
Westiand was among several
communities testing the system, and DeHart said the timing couldn't have been better.
For one, only one issue was
on the ballot - a county parks
and recreation tax renewal that
passed in Westiand and countywide. Secondly, only 6.4 per-

pool.

» wwttsssa
Clowns Around Redford,
WMGC bring magic
to family night

cent of
Westiand voters even bothered to vote,
and most of
them cast
absentee ballots.
•sfc
Little more
than 800 of.
DeHart
tl.s city's 56,000-plus registered voters
actually went to the polls.
"That's very bad," DeHart
said. "But it s summertime, and
a lot of people are on vacation.
Thef e was only one issue on
the ballot, nothing to do with
city officials. If there had been
a city primary (for mayor or
council), there would have
been a much bigger turnout."
The new voting system will
be used from now on in
Westiand elections, and
Tuesday's primary showed that
those who did vote had few
problems with the new .
method.
"This was a great dress
rehearsal "DeHart said.
dclem@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2110

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

You didn't have to be a clown to have fun, but a
sense of humor was a plus.
Last Monday, families gathered at the Bailey
Recreation Center outdoor pool for what has become
a must event, the "Magic Monday" Family Night.
Sponsored by radio station WMGC-FM (105.1) and
the Clowns Around Redford, participants were treated to swimming and bouncing and... well, magic, as
part of the event.
Held during National Clown Week,it also served as
a fund-raiser for the Burger Center for Children with
Autism, a county-wide program housed in Garden
City.
"We had about 70 people and 40 swimmers," said .
Rob Ritter, pool supervisor. "People said it was wonderful, a beautiful night for it. I think it was probably
the best one we've had yet."
•
"It's really good to have Magic radio there and with
the clowns, it's a really good fit".added Margaret
Martin, parks and recreation program supervisor;
"Every year we say, 'Do you want to do it again?' and
we do."
For a charge of $3 for adults and $2 for children,
participants were treated to two hours of swimming
in the pool, plenty of clowning around by the Clowns
PLEASE SEE FAMILY, A 8
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Scooter, a member of Clowns Around Redford, takes a ride down the waterslide
during the Magic Monday Family Night the Bailey Recreation Center's outdoor pool.
The group was celebrating National Clown Week as well as raising money for the
Burger Center for Students with Autism in Garden City.

Westiand Mayor Sandra
Cicirelli has seats to fill on the
Downtown Development
Authority board, following the
resignation of Kim Shunkwiler
and Doug North.
"It just got to the point
where it was very frustrating "
said Shunkwiler, a Westiand
chiropractor who served nine
years as the board chair and
didn't miss a meeting. "I took
it seriously. We had some great
plans. We just got cut off at the
knees by the powers that be."
Shunkwiler cited former
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Mayor Robert Thomas5 taking
of DDA money and the subsequent city administration use..
of that money. The DDA in
Westiand includes Ford Road
in its entirety and Wayne Road
from Ford south to Glenwood.
Also resigning was North of
North Brothers Ford.
"He told me he had typed up
his resignation," Shunkwiler
said of his call to North.
"There was no collusion."
"I understand that he was
frustrated," Cicirelli said of
Shunkwiler;, "It's been due to
the budget constraints." She

NEW HOMES
OBITUARIES
PERSPECTIVES
REAL ESTATE
SERVICE GUIDE
SPORTS

E9
F4
E4
CI
C8
01
E2
C4
A9
E4
E9
B1

in Filter
Touching words: He's
rap's biggest star
and local fans
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music lias impacted
them more than any
other. Read more in
the next Filter.
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Local union fighting for its existence
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BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

UAW members picket Hercules Steel in Livonia, where the union members are
locked out.
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Jack Madonia has worked at
Hercules Drawn Steel in Livonia
for 33 years. In fact, it was his
veryfirstjob after getting out of
the military a couple years after
graduating frpm high school.
Madonia says the job is all he's
ever known.
Since the beginning of May,
however, he and the other members of UAW Local 174-have
found themselves on the outside
looking in.
Officials at Hercules, a steel
plant located on Amrhein Road
in Livonia, have locked out the
union employees, or at least
some of them. Using what union
members say is a new labor law,
the company only locked out
some of the union.
Approximately 25 of the 72
union members were told to
report to work, even though the
union's contract expired April
29, which is the rationale
behind why they locked out the
majority of the workers.
Madonia now spends his days
picketing in front of Hercules
along with other union members. When replacement workers go through the picket line,
the union members — some
using bullhorns and others just
yelling — call them "scabs" or
worse. In addition to daily pick-

Circulation Business Hours/Subscription Rates
Monday-Tuesday-Wednesday-Friday 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
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Sunday 8 a.m. to noon
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3 Month
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$27.25

4

1

1

4

11

k

eting, the union held a rally in
front of Hercules on Thursday
and has distributed leaflets in
the neighborhood of plant manager Ken Pinion, accusing him
of being a "union buster."
Madonia says he would rather
be doing something else, like
going back to work, but he realizes he is now fighting for his
job.
"We're all out here fighting
this battle for our wives and
families," says Madonia, whose
only daughter just had her high
school graduation parly and will
soon be going to college.
Eaton Steel, which owns
Hercules, is a large distributor
of hot rolled special quality bars
and billets, according to the
company's Web site. More than
50,000 tons of steel in 3/8 of an
inch to 18 inch diameter rounds,
hexagons, flats and round cornered squares are stocked in the
company's warehouses, which
are spread throughout the country, and as far away as Houston,
Texas.
At Hercules, workers produce
cold drawn carbon and alloy
steel bars, which are used to
manufacture everything from
car struts and spark plugs, to
bullets and dumbbells.
Albert Goodman founded
Hercules in 1957, just four years
after getting Eaton Steel off the
ground. The company, which

BY KURT KUBAN
STAFF WRITER
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"We've had a lot of monetary support from a lot of plants and '
people in general. These guys
are strong, but it's getting
tough," Grima said. Of the workers that were told to report to
work despite the lockout, less
than half went back.
;
No matter how tough it gets, '
Herb Wilson, another longtime !
Hercules employee, saidithe . \
union members are willing to \
stand their ground, because the '
contract that has been offered >
would force the union to' don- '<
cede too much.
\
"They wanted to take so much \
language out of the contract,
;
there wouldn't be a union any- ;
more. This isn't so much a fight !
over money, it's a fight over dig- '
nity" said Wilson, who is on the ;
union's negotiating tearh and ;
has been with the compatty for >
27 years. "They just want to \
change the contract from end to J
end."
When reached, one Hercules •
official refused to comment on !
the labor dispute, and Hercules '
plant manager Ken Pinion did .,
not return phone calls before ;
this paper went to press.
Although union members
1
admit, the strain of daily picket-!
ing and an uncertain future are ;
starting to get on them, their
'
spirits have been buoyed by
!
passers-by who have stopped I
with food or even money to help;
them keep fighting. Wilson says '
that is because people in this
region understand the impor-, ,
tance of unions, and what they
have meant to the standard of
living of the average person,
"I think unions are in trouble
in general these days from so
many fronts. But without \
[
unions, we wouldn't be where '
we're at," he said.
As for Madonia, he is holding .
out hope that the two sides can ',
come to an agreement.

BARNETT
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also owns plants in Taylor and
Oak Park, is now owned by
Mark and Gary Goodman, the
sons of the founder. Hercules is
the only one of the three plants
to employ UAW workers. The
union's relationship with
Hercules dates back to 1965.
Union leaders say company
officials tried to ram through a
new contract that virtually eliminated most union rights,
including seniority rights and
the current disciplinary procedure, which would allow the
company to fire an employee
without a review process.
"They totally want to gut the
entire collective bargaining
agreement," said Doug Grima,
president of Local 174. "We
don't have a problem negotiating a fair contract, but they have
told us over and over, *We don't
want to bargain. This is the way
it will be."'
Local 174, which dates back to
the 1930s, was union legend
Walter P. Reuther's home local.
There are more than 8,000
members, who range from plant
workers like those at Hercules to
firefighters and childcare workers. Grima said dues paid by the
union's other members are providing strike pay to the locked
out workers. The union pays
about $200 a week to each of
the locked out workers.
To make matters worse, the
company is fighting claims ,
made by union workers to collect unemployment from the
state of Michigan. The union
has appealed with the unemployment agency.
Grima said negotiations with
the company haven't gotten very
far, despite the fact that outside
mediators have come in to try
and help move things along. He
said there may be negotiations
in the next few weeks, but nothing is firmed up yet.

wwiv.hometownSife.com
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Pool party, dinner set to help center
assisting in the areas of education, housing and
employment.
From 5-9 p.m. Friday, Aug. 12, Molly and Lew
Newcomb of Livonia and Jim and Marge Quinh
of Dearborn Heights are hosting their annual
Garden and Pool Party to benefit the center., All
are welcome for an evening of fun and good
company. Guests will be treated to a catered
summer dinner and drinks,, swimming in the
large pool, a dip in the hot, tub, and a tour of the
flower garden.
"Please come and enjoy our party. Bring the
kids," said Jim Quinn. "No tickets or reservations are needed. A tax-deductible free-will
offering is all that is requested. We'll have a special performance by the Pug Safety Slide Dog
and a surprise roast of a special guest."
The party will take place at the Quinns' home
at 27155 Timber Trail Drive in Dearborn
Heights, east off Inkster half a mile south of
Ford Road. For more information, call (313)
277-5637Those who can't make the party but would
like to support the center, tax-deductible donations may be sent to The Lennon Center, 24275
Ann Arbor Trail, Dearborn Heights, MI 48127-

BY M.B.DILLON
CORRESPONDENT
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PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

St. Mary Mercy Hospital is among sponsors of West I and Shopping Center's new children's play area.

When a Westland mother of three sought help
from the Lennon Center recently, her life was in
crisis. Her husband had left her, and she'd suffered domestic abuse. She was 32, jobless and
pregnant with her fourth child.
"This woman had no job skills, and came here
pregnant," said Laura Dyas, executive director of
the Lennon Center on Ann" Arbor Trail near
Telegraph in Dearborn Heights. "We were able
to give her a crib, car seat, stroller and baby
items she needed, plus clothing for the other
children. We were actually able to give her some
other things she needed for the home that someone happened to have.
"We've also been able to help her with parenting classes," Dyas said. "And we are helping her
research some ways to find a job and hopefully
get back in school and get her G.E.D."
The Lennon Center is entirely dependent on
donations. In 2004, the Center assisted 2,262
clients from 51 Michigan cities.
The center provides counseling for mothers as
well as ongoing support for growing families,

Like going camping
Children explore center's new play area
It's like camping indoors.
Imagine going to Westland
Shopping Center and finding a
tree house, a tent and campfire, a
raft, a log bridge and tunnel, and
a frog and fish that children can
play on.
Consider it done.
A new play area with a camping
theme has opened on the mall's
west side, near J.C. Penney, featuring those amenities and more.
"It's very popular," mall marketing manager Denise Mills said.
"It's something that we've been
considering for a number of
years."
Mall officials hope the play area
will draw shoppers who have children,
The play area officially opened
last Sunday, although children
already had been playing there.
St. Mary Mercy Hospital in
Livonia was the major sponsor for
the play area.
The hospital also offered a
Teddy Bear Clinic as part of the
mall's anniversary festivities last
week.

Certificates of Deposit: Annual Percentage Yield (APY) Is effective 03 of
7/9/05.13 month annua! percentage yield is 4.10%, Minimum opening baiancs
requirement is S500 and maximum deposit is $100,000. Deposits are allowed
oniy on the maturity date or during t h e grace ps-soo. Penally may be imposed
for early withdrawal. Interest compounded quarterly. Rates ate effective for a
limited time only and subject to change without notice. Offer cannot be c o m bined with coupons or other special offers and not eligible for VIP bonus. Not
available for public units. Please contact your local Flagstar branch for more'
information. Certain restriction;! may apply.

Alejandro
Rollan,
3'/2, of
Canton
plays on
some of
the new
equipme
nt in the
new
children's
play area
intheJC
Penney
court of
the maH.

Stop by any Flagstar banking center,
call (800) 642-0039 or visit www.ffagstar.com.
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A
Patricia Ann Anderson, 68, of
Farmington, died July 30.
B
Edward M. Ballantyne, 75, of
Bloomfield Hills, died July 12.
Albert Berkopec, of Plymouth, died
Aug. 1.
Minnie "Penny" Bernard, 90, of
Rochester Hills, died July 25.
Richard Beryl Braun, 64; of Plymouth,
died July 30.
Donald Buchanan, 81, of Bloomfield
Twp., died July 14.
C
Esther V. Christensen, 90, of Orion
Twp., died July 4.
Janice 6. Christinidis, 69, of Rochester
Hills, died July 29.

\

TENT SflLE
THURSDfiY-SUNDfiY,
AUGUST I F - W
A Sale So Big... We Now Need

TWO TENTS!

For the Record appears in every
edition of the Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers,
Complete paid obituaries can be
found inside today's Community Life
in Passages on page C4.
Elizabeth M. McLaughlin, of Westland,
died July 30.
Jenny Mieczkowski, 85, of Bloomfield,
died July 27.
Elizabeth A. Mielke, of Marshall, died
Aug. 1.
Theresa N. Moe, 82, of Troy, died July
2.
Emma C. Murrish, 77, of Rochester
Hills, died July 1.
N
Elizabeth Nicholas, 74, of Rochester,
died July 29.
0
Edward P. O'Brien Jr., 86, of Plymouth
and Northville, died July 29.
P
Juanita Palmer, 82, of Shelby Twp.,
died July 23.
Anna Pelc, of Commerce Township,
died July 29.
Edgar Fluff, 83, of Troy, died July 28.
William E. Powell, 66, of Pontiac, died
July 26.
R
Dale E.Raffler, 97, of Rochester Hills,
died July 18.
L. "Johnnie" Reynolds, 71, of Royal

James R. Drake, 59, of Pontiac, died
July 8.
F
Donald L. Paris, 72, of Rochester Hills,
died July 24.
Ronald Francis Filter, 88, of Bloomfield
Hills, died July 31.
Anna Mae Fleishell, 78, of Rochester
Hills, died July 26.
G
Eleanor Graham, 77, died Aug. 2.
H
Charles E. Hodges, 84, of Rochester
Hills, died July 26.
K
John W. Kruse, 73, of Rochester Hills,
died July 23.
L
Estelle Leitch, 89, of Orion Twp., died
July 14.

Food and pun!
Clearance Prices',
Plcis...FREE!
Antique "What's It Worth?'
Bring in your treasures and get a FREE
expert opinion on what they are worth
Saturday, August 13th, 10am~lpm
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Pearl Maurine McGhee, 89, of
Lawrenceville, Ga.r died July 31.

FROM PAGE A1
added that basic services, such
as police, fire and trash pickup, need to be provided first.
"I'm super happy with our
streetscape," the mayor said of
the work that's been done,
adding that all the money is
taxpayer money and it's a
question of priorities.
The mayor also praised both
Shunkwiler and North for
their service: "They did an
excellent job. I know they're
very committed."
Shunkwiler had no objection

35323 Plymouth Road • Livonia
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www.tbwnpedcller.com
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Oak, died July 5.
Janis J. Royal, 68, of Westland, die
July 28.
S
James Saam, 75, of Rochester Hill
died July 19.
Vernon D. Severson, 81, of Roche?
Hills, died July 4.
Robert "Bob" Shaw, 79, of Farminpn
•Hills, died Aug. 2/'
Julia A. "Hoppi" Smith, 83, of Beiie
County, Mich., died Aug. 1.
Robert Snyder, 42, died July 31.
James R. Staubie, 47, of Warren, fed
July 10.
Billy Joe Stubblefield, 81, of Westind.,
died July 27.
Ann Gardiner Swan, 80, of Sarasla,Fla., died July 22.
T
Margaret Taylor, 90, of Sylvania,5hio
formerly of Farmington, died. Ji|r 2 g '
Michael Pett'er Terry, 63, died % £
Anthony T. Topolsky, of Westlan:, d t ^ e *
July 29.
Paul I. Trager, 94, of Sheiby Twp, d i e ^ i
July 14.
Marion R. Tanton, 84, of Kalamizoo
formerly of Farmington Hills..
W
Frances/Tolly" Wiggins, 79, of
Redford, died July 28.
Zeima Wood, 101, died July 30.
Y
James Young, 43, of Pontiac,fiiecij ,

DEATHS
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Amelia Zbinden, 91,.of Troy, died • J u l y
18.
Clementine Zelinski, 87, of R o c h e s t * *
Hills, died July 20.
^'

to the recent appointment of
Sylvia Kozorosky-Wiacek to
the DDA board, but said
"there's a lot of frustration
among the board members."
The DDA hasn't had an executive director since Steve Guile
left, he added.
Shunkwiler hopes the DDA
will accomplish what it originally was intended for, and has
praise for those he served
with.
"A lot of good people on that
board," he said,
"I spent a lot of time away
from my family, away from my
practice."
Some money is still captured

for the DDA, Cicirelli sai<i_
Projects will continue as f C i ^ -,
c
ing becomes available, C i c j
*
added,
"I know that he's
(Shunkwiler) expressed frvi«=
tration over that," she s a i d s "~
"We've just got to w e a t h e r Vi-,
t r x
storm."
^
The mayor's putting o\xt +.-L
e
word to fill at least one v a C a
cy; some members of t h e
**~~
board are required to hav<^
business in the DDA a r e a .
"We all want to see t h a t e
sore of a corner i m p r o v e " tT^~"
said of the Ford-Wayne I t o ^ ? •
intersection.
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SALE STARTS TOMORROW!
Mon., Aug. 8 - Sat, Aug.13,2005
• Stride rite • New Balance • Nike • Skeechers
ECCO • Jumping Jacks • Kenneth Cole & more!
Huge Selection of Name Brand Footwear

Quality, Fit & Selection

Hershey's Shoes
I

Hershey's Tod Comfort Shoes

29522 Ford Road • G a r d e n City
1/2 block west of Middlebelt

*

[^

Mori., Thurs., Fri; giSOam^pm;
Tues., Wed. 9:30am-6pm; Sat.9am-6pm

734-422-4771

4775Q G r a n d River • N o v i
West Market Square at Beck Road
- Between Kroger & Home DepotMon.-Sat. 9:30am-6pm • Not all brands at Novi store *

_

248-347-7838
^
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Sondra V. Yudt, of Westland, died j ,
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Mary M. Yurk, 92, of Rochester, f o r ^ n
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Organizers prepare for Wayne County Fair
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

(*) A5
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MORE INFORMATION

The fair is coming, the fair is
coming... No, not that fair, the
Wayne County Fair. .
In it's 57th year, the Wayne
County Fair will officially open
to the public at 1 p.m. Tuesday,
Aug. 8, at the county fairgrounds on Quirk Road, south
of 1-94, in Van Buren
Township.
The county fair will feature
all assortment of animal
exhibits - horses, cattle, pigs,
rabbits, pocket pets - as well as
arts, crafts, nightly entertainment and a carnival.
Katie Tsouris, with the help of her
It will be a "fair for everymother Jean (center) and 4-H leader
body," according to Linda
Sherry Blount, competes in the
Willman, a member of the
versatility ciass where participants
fair's board of directors.
ride English style and then switch to
"Everyday is kids day and we western without leaving the ring.
make sure we have things for
them to do," she said. 'We'll
will be some 120 horses, 15
have a petting farm exotic anihead of cattle, 37 hogs, an
mals, pony rides."
unknown number of rabbits,
sheep and goats and even
Close to 400 youths and
pocket pets - hamsters, geradults bring their horses, catbils, rats and mice.
tle, pigs, rabbits and arts and
crafts to the fairgrounds in a
"The livestock has gone
quest of the coveted blue rib'down a lot in the last five years
bon.
because of all of the development in Wayne County," said
Participants come throughthe Westland resident. "It's
out the county - from Detroit,
easy to board a horse, but it's
where a group of youngsters
not that easy to board a cow."
will be showing rabbits, to
Canton, Westland, New
There also will be judging in
Boston, Taylor and Romulus as community arts, and in addiwell as Monroe County. There
tion to blue ribbons, the fair
also will award gold ribbons
for best in show in the different divisions and sections,
entitling the winners to compete in the 2006 Michigan
State Fair.
And one person who enters
in at least four community arts
categories could walk-away as
the Wayne County
Homemaker of the Year and
the right to represent Wayne
V»
County in judging at the state
fair competition.
There also will be the fair's
annual talent search which saw
recent winner Toni Williams
go on to the State Fair
Showcase and a stint singing
Madison Schmalzreid works with her the Detroit fireworks,
teacher Katie Tsouris during the
"It surprises me to see how,
protege class judging. The ciass
many incredibly talented kids
aflows children too young to show on come out every year," she said.
their own to do so with the help of a
In addition to the different
teacher.

The Wayne County Fair will be Tuesday-Saturday, Aug. 8-13, at
the Wayne County Fairgrounds on Quink Road between Tyler
and the 1-94 Expressway
Admission will be $3 per person Tuesday-Thursday and $5
Friday and Saturday, The entertainment will be free of
charge, howeverrthere will bean extra charge for the carnival rides.
Judging will begin at 9 a.m. daily, starting Monday, Aug. 10.
Admission to the fairgrounds will be free on Monday and
before 1 p.m. Tuesday-Saturday.
For more information, call the fairgrounds at (734) 697-7002
or visit the fair's Web site at www.waynecountyfair. net

competition, the fair will have
entertainment at 7 p.m. each
evening free of charge There
will be pony pulling, a 4 x 4
truck pull, Tough Truck ,
Competition, mini-modified
tractor and the always popular
Demolition Derby which will
close out the fair on Saturday.
Another big event is the
annual 4-H auction that will
be held at 6:30 p.m. Thursday,
Aug. 11. Animals raised by 4-H
members will be auctioned off
to the highest bidder. The auction serves as a fund-raiser for
the 4-H program.
And it wouldn't be a fair
with rides, provided this year
by Elliott Amusements.
Willman said organizers are
glad to have the Michiganbased, family-run carnival at
the fair.
"We're looking forward to a
better run, cleaner carnival

than we've had the last few
years," she said.
But the fair may well be the
best kept secret in Wayne
County. In a good year, the fair
will attract 13,000 people. In a
year like 2003, when the
blackout occurred, it was
financial disaster.
"It gets kind of frustrating
because you have these kids
doing all these good things and
nobody hears about it," said
Willman. "I've had people in
Bellevelle say what county fair
and say where. When you say
Wayne County Fair, people
automatically think of the state
fair."
The fair receives no financial
support from Wayne County. It
supports itself through what is
raised from fees to use its
campground, gate receipts, a
percentage of the carnival and
an auction. It receives some

Mt**"
K\

'«**L.
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Eric Willman reaches through the to touch one of the pigs that were shown
during the 2004 Wayne County Fair.

money from the state for the
premiums it pays out, but
must pay for the trophies and
ribbons it distributes.
"We're completely voluntary,"
said Willman who has been
involved with the fair since age
8. "We get some sponsorship
grants, we get everything we
can, but the county gives us
nothing. We were out last
weekend repairing and painting the buildings."
Willman admits that the
putting on the fair is hard
work. She serves as secretary

1

of the board of directors, but
during the fair, she will be
working with the horses and
livestock as well as serve as
head of security.
"There are times during the
week when you've had three
hours sleep and four days of
90-degree weather arid you
wonder why you're doing this,"
she said. "I don't have kids, so I
get to watch these kids grow
up and I've had so much fun
with this."
sriiason@oe.homecomm.net j (734) 953-2112

ALL~U~CAN~EAT

BAEBARA J, SAFRAN
A T T O R N E Y A N D C O U N S E L O R AT LAW

Probate / Elder Law
Guardian and Conservatorship
Divorces / Family Law / Juvenile Law
30150 TELEGRAPH ROAD
SUITE 444
BINGHAM FARMS, Ml 48025

(248) 290-2990
FAX (248) 290-2992
OE08340S2S

Lose Weight for Life!
St Mary Mercy Bariatric Center

Tallal Zeni, MD, Director

... a Minimal Surgical Approach
to Treating Obesity

Minimally Invasive and Bariatric Surgery
St Mary Mercy Bariatric Center

The NEW St. Mary Mercy Bariatric Center offers weight loss
surgery, performed laparoscopicaliy, resulting in minimal pain,
less scarring, shorter hospitalization and recovery time. You can
lose about 70 percent of excess body weight within the first year,
and maintain your weight loss. Gain control of your health and
prolong your life.

• Medical Staff member, St. Mary Mercy
Hospjtal, Livonia, Ml
• Fellowship, Evanston Northwestern
Healthcare, Chicago, iL
• Experienced in advanced laparoscopic
gastric bypass surgical techniques
• Team approach to treatment and care
• Specially trained registered nurses,
dieticians, behavioral specialists and
exercise physiologists.

WHY WEIGHT?
• Learn more at one of our FREE educational seminars, i

August 18 * September 20 • October 18 j
\

r\
Tallal Zeni, MD

6:30 pm - St. Mary Mercy Hospitaf Auditorium
Meet Dr Zeni and the Banatncs Team
Call 734.655.2692 to register NOW]
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TRAVEL

*.
O V E R N I G H T F U N TRIPS
s

USDA GRADE A

CORN FED SELECT BEEF

Boneless Lean

Boneless Lean Tender

BUTTERFLY PORK CHOPS TOP SIRLOIN STEAKS

$088

2

lb.

USDA G R A D E A

3

USDA G R A D E A

Whoie or Spirt

Quick Pinner Idea

FRYERS

MOCK CHICKEN LEGS

LOIN ROAST

$ I 99
lb.

GROUND FRESH HOURLY
Ground Beef From

lb

Y6a\ - fork

'GROUND SIRLOIN
09

lb.

USDA INSPECTED BEEF
Whole Beef

PRICES GOOD Aurjusi 8tfi thru Aurjust 14th
E-mail Address:
we Accept]
We Accept
www.hODSOfcanton com
Food Stamps
T h * n k You!
USDA GRADE A

CORN FED SELECT BEEF

Lean Tender Juicy

Boneless Lean

BABY BACK RIBS

DELM0NIC0
STEAKS

PREMIER PACKAGE I N C L U D E S

*4£

• $ 7 0 F R E E Cash 8, Tokens
• 2 Nights Accommodation at Kewadin
Casino Hotel
• 2 Free Breakfast Buffets
• $10 In Food Coupons
• I Dinner Buffet

$B99

Sunday-Thursday Friday & Saturday

•*ffl. $161

lb.

US #1 PRODUCE

per person

Whole
Seedless

WATERMELON

ea.

e we*
nkx

din

per person

CALL ONE OF OUR FRIENDLY •'
REPRESENTATIVES TO RECEIVE BUS
SCHEDULES AND TO
ANSWER ALL YOUR TRAVEL NEEDS.

C A S I N O S

SBW

5

5'

lb.

'

• Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation

*,_

TENDERLOINS

perperst

OR...

CORN FED SELECT BEEF

2

HOURS:Mon.-Sat.9am-8pm
Sun. 10-6 pm

Goee Great with
MarVe Co\e Slaw

96 noi

per person

I .lb.

SIRLOIN TIP STEW
OR STIR FRY MEAT
ORCUBE from $
Sirloin
STEAKS ~~
lb.

> 31210 W. Warren (at Memmam westland
734-522-3357
fjtt

$

$199

BOB'S Of CANTON \

Boneless Fbrk

*•* $ 0

$

USDA GRADE A

• 5 0 FREE Cash & Tokens
Deluxe Motorcoach Transportation
Free Breakfast Buffet • $10 In Food Coupons
Overnight Stay at Kewadin Casino Hotel
Sunday-Thursday Friday or Saturday

Come On U.P.

AN prices based on double occupancy and availability, standard r o o m .only.
Offer good through September 30,2005. *Not all sites offer all of the above.

www.kewadin.com

1-800-KEWAOIN

S T E.

M A R I E ,

M I C H I G A N

(W)

www.hometoivniife.coni

Observer S Eccentric | Sunday, August 7,2005

When you think of August you probably think of picnics in the park, backto-school shopping, and lounging by
the pool on a hot day, but how many
people think of startinga business?
August is Black Business Month. As
described in Chase's Calendar of
Events, "this month i's dedicated to
starting, maintaining, growing, buying
from and committing to black owned
businesses and entrepreneurs.'"
So if you've been considering starting 3 business or are looking for tips
on how to succeed in the business
world, now might be the time to go
from thinking to doing. The William P.
Faust Public library is a great place to
start.; ••

African-Americans.
Anita Doreen Oiggs' Success at
Work: a Guide for African-Americans
has tips for getting along with the
boss and handling difficult coworkers.
Soul Food: 52 Principles for Black
Entrepreneurial Success, by Robert L.
Wallace is arranged as a 52-week program for the minority business owner.

going into business for yourself, stop
by the library this month and see how
we can help.
The Public Library of Westland is .
open from 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. MondaysWednesdays, 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursdays-Saturdays and closed
Sundays during the summer months.

Sister CEOhas advice from author
Cheryl D. Broussard specifically for
women looking to expand their business prospects, and Veronica
Chambers speaks to similar themes in
Having it All? Black Women and
Success.

Adult Book Discussion: 7 p.m.
Aug. 16, Daughter of fortune by Isabel
Allende
Teen Book Discussion: 2 p.m. Aug.
13, A Crack in the Line by Michael
Lawrence. Register at the Reference
Desk
Babytime Storytime: 10:30 a.m.
every Saturday in August. For parents/caregivers and babie'sljp to 24
months. Share stories,'songs and
rhymes with your little one. Older siblings are welcome.

A new book that should appeal to
ail entrepreneurs regardless of race
or gender is Reaiiionaire written by
Among the library's books geared
20-year-old Farrah Gray..
toward African-Americans in the business world are The Mew Color of
Gray is a self-made millionaire who
Success: 20 Young Black Millionaires started out selling handmade body
Jell You How They're
lotion in his Los Angeles neighborhood. In this book, he tells his rags-toMaking It, in which author Niki
riches story and also offers tips for
Butler Mitchell looks at the childreaders.
hoods, educations, and role models of
some of America's most successful
So if you have ever thought about

Lifelong resident Jerry Farrar, 29, was sworn in Monday as the newest Westland police officer. He is flanked
above by Mayor Sandra Cicirelli and Police Chief Daniel Pfannes. Farrar, who lives in Westland with wife Kerri
and their two daughters, is a graduate of Henry Ford Community College and the Wayne County Regional .
Police Academy. Like several other Westland officers, Farrar used to work for the Detroit Police Department.
He worked there for five years, partly with another officer, Kevin Swope, who was his scout car partner and
who preceded him in a move to Westland.

The William
is at 6123 Central City Parkway,
Westland. For More information, call
(734) 326-6123.

Our people make the difference \ S S I S I I 11

• A private apartment
• 3 complete meals and a snake daily
• Assistance w i t h dressing, bathing and grooming
0
Medication administration
• 24-hour emergency response
• Housekeeping and laundry services
• Social and recreational activities
• Mass and rosary groups
• Short term stay program
Because MARQUETTE HOUSE is fully licensed by
the State of Michigan as a home for the aged, we are
accountable for the quality of our staff and services.
We adhere to stringent safety, health and fire codes.

I i \ INC.
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Summer
VJmc-in Special:

S 1,000 Off
K: Month's Kcnl

10% Discount
'or Vi'U'i.ins ,UK! Spouses

OPEN HOUSE

3 6 0 0 0 C a m p u s Drive, W e s t l a n d , M l 4 8 185

- I \(.*i \ Wi'iincsddv

(734) 326-6537 • (734) 326-6685
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GREEKTOWN
CASINO
oil the F U N for only

$15!

Cosmo will give you

in TOK€NS Pfi€€

Convenient
Pick-up Points!
• Clinton Township

to get you started!
Coll. Indian Trails TODRV
for reservations

• Sterling Heights

• Dearborn

• Toyior

• Lincoln Park

* Troy

• Livonia

• UJarren

• RoSeville
• St. Ckiir Shores

• UJestland
Wyandotte
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eclectic o r traditional styling, t h e C u s t o m Weave collection
offers a n exciting world of alternatives, m a d e all t h e m o r e
i n t r i g u i n g by special sale pricing.
' l a k e a look at C u s t o m W e a v e , beautiful c a r p e t
for y o u r u n i q u e p o i n t of view.

INDEPENDENT
fc CARPET ONE

Family Owned
& Operated
Since 1944
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Info meeting
Train To End Stroke, a
marathon training program
offered by the American Stroke
Association, will hold an information session at 6 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 9, at the
Westland Public Library, 6123
Central City Parkway.
The program is designed for
people who want to get in
shape, travel and raise money
for a good cause. Choose to
walk or run a full or half
marathon in Arizona or
Miami. All fitness levels are
welcome. Additional inforlnation sessions are scheduled in
August.
For more information call
(248) 827-4214 or visit strokeassociation.org
The City of Westland will be
distributing surplus federal
food to eligible residents north
of Michigan Avenue 10 a.m. to
2 p.m. Thursday, Aug. 18, at
the Dorsey Community.
Residents living south of
Michigan Avenue should pick
up their commodities on the
third Monday of the month at

St. James United Methodist
Church at 30055 Annapolis
between Henry Ruff and
Middlebelt.
Senior citizens living in
Taylor Towers can pick up their
food at the apartment building. Contact the building manager for the distribution date.
This month residents will
receive bakery mix, peaches
and peanut butter through the
program administered by the
Wayne County Office of
Nutrition Services.
For more information, call
the Dorsey Center surplus food
hotline at (734) 595-0366.

Extreme Car Wash
The Westland John Glenn
High School boys and girls
cross country team will have a
free car wash 10:30 a.m. to
2:30 p.m. Friday, Aug. 12, at
the corner of Cheery Hill and
Venoy.
All donations will benefit the
teams' annual trip to Petoskey
to race in the Petoskey
Invitational in September.

MS fund-raiser
Walking With Faith Inc. is

volunteers
it drive
Organizes hope to attract
2,000 youngsters and
teenagers from Western Wayne
County to join Boy Scout programs over the next two
months.
As an incentive, all schoolage boys who join a local Cub
Scout Pack, Boy Scout Troop or
Venture Crew in August or
September receive free passes
for their entire family to a
unique showing of monster
trucks and race cars from the
NASCAR circuit.
"My entire family is really
excited about this promotion,"
said Livonian Gale Molisee, a
scouting volunteer. "I saw lots
of parents really enjoying time
with their children at the
event. I know this year's event
will be spectacular."
The Detroit Area Council's
Sunset District's involves
youngsters from Livonia,
Canton, Garden City, Redford,
Plymouth, Westland, Wayne
and Northville. As part of the
district's fall recruiting rally,
adult scout leaders and other
volunteers will be distributing

flyers to local schools and
speak at various youth events
in September to encourage
youngsters to join. They will
promote scouting's experiences
that include camping, athletic
and outdoor activities arid
opportunities to earn awards
and become leaders.
Boys in first through fifth
grade (under age 11) can join
Cub Scouts, those middle and
high school can join Boy Scouts
(age 11-17) and young men and
women in high school can join
Venture Scouts.
Those local youth who register in the next two months will
see the monster trucks and
race cars on display at the
Michigan State Fairgrounds on
Oct. 15.
To find out how to register
and locate a scouting organization in your neighborhood, call
Sunset District Director
Catherine Boldt at (313) 3611290 or the Detroit Area
Council office at (313) 8971965. The council's Web site is
www.dacbsa.org.
By Dan West

Host an Exchange
Student Today!
Make a lifelong
Mend from abroad.
N

Enrich your family
with another culture.
Now you can host a
high school exchange
student (girt or boy)
from France, Germany
Scandinavia, Spain,
gnglandjapan, Brazil,
Italy or other countries.
•*•
Becoming a host to a
young international
HannafrontNorway, Kiyrs. visitor is an experience Klatisfrom Germany 1~}n>
of a lifetime!
I.ikev skiing, swimming, dancing anil
tores cstntping and pl<i)«tg sxt.er,
t

*iP

art SiaiirKi hopes* 10 join :i t1ram:i dub
wtsik in tiic VSA.

Klaus' liceim lias been to t>peml a
idluctt year in tilt USA.

www.asse.com

Jose Mangune a t (734) 522-5273
Emma at 1-800-736-1760 (Toll Free)
Founded in !<>~lf
ASSE International Student Exchange Program is a public benefit, non-profit organization,

t^&^EtMJW&it
Our "Family of Passionate Restaurateurs" would like
to invite your nonprofit organization to join in the
excitement and become part of our Super Bowl
winning team at Ford Field!

The Home of the Detroit Lions and Super Bowl XL!
We are interested in.dedicated, enthusiastic and
friendly civic groups to help us provide "World Class"
hospitality and premium food service to our guests.
Please contact Sheila Brown at (313) 262-2174 or
via E-mail at smbrown@levyrestaurants.com ,
for information regarding opportunities
for unlimited fundraising potential.
OE08321-M7

partnering with Carrabba's
Italian Grill in a Sunday, Aug.
28, fund-raiser to benefit for
Multiple Sclerosis.
The luncheon benefit will be
2-4 p.m. at the restaurant,
1900 N. Haggerty Road,
Canton. Cost will be $25 per
person for a lunch that
includes salad, chicken
marsala, grilled breaded
shrimp and scallops with
lemon butter sauce, pasta, beverage and dessert ~ a fudge
brownie topped with Kahlua,
chocolate mousse, whipped
cream an chocolate sauce.
Tickets are available by calling Alicia Harris at (313) 9995259.
Walking With Faith is a
team of more tan 100 volunteers who raise money toward
ending the devastating effects
of MS.
Come celebrate with The
Church of Rock as it moves
forward in its first Sunday
night evening service 6-8 p.m.
today (Aug. 7) at 6500 Wayne
Road at Hunter in Westland.
The Church of Rock is a

youth-driven, non-denominational church birthed out of
Club Triune, a safe haven for
young music lovers. It currently meets 5-6 p.m. Saturdays to
address issues that are relevant
to youth and young adults,
many of which traditional
churches dare to tackle.
For more information visit
www.thechurchofrock.com on
the Internet.

Take off
A program called "Katherine
Stinson: the Flying Schoolgirl"
has been scheduled for 1 p.m.
Friday, Aug. 12, at the Wayne
Public Library.
Stinson had many firsts in
her seven-year flying career,
including being the first to fly
solo at night and the first pilot
to perform skywriting. She was
instrumental in establishing a
flight school.
The program is free. To
reserve at seat call (734) 7217832 by Aug. 11.

Golf outing
The Wayne-Westland Junior
Miss Scholarship Program will
host its annual golf outing on

Saturday, Aug. 20, at the
Gateway Golf Club.
The outing will have a
scramble format with an 8 a.m.
shotgun start. It includes 18
holes of golf with a cart, hot
dog on the turn, door prizes
and a barbecue dinner, catered
by chef Tony Paquette.
" The cost is $100 per golfer.
Sponsorships also are available. For information, call
Dennis Hermatz at (734) 7286151.
All proceeds will go to the
Wayne-Westland Junior Miss
Scholarship Program, a 501c3
not-profit organization.

Gardening program
The William P. Faust Public
Library will host a program on
earth friendly gardening 78:30 p.m. Tuesday, Aug. 30, at
the library, 6123 Central City
Parkway north of Ford.
The speakers will be garden
consultants Nancy Szerlag and
Jeff Ball who will cover such
topics as perennial flowers for
falls, mulches and compost,
managing weeds without
chemicals and landscape
design ideas.

(W)

The program is free and
sponsored by the City of
Westland.
To register, call (734) 4673198 weekdays or register by email at LFDean@aol.com.

For the health of it
The Westland Chamber of
Commerce will have its. annual
Health & Business Expo 10
a.m, to 3 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
27, at Westland Shopping
Center.
As the major sponsor, the
mall will offer health and business participants an opportunity to display their goods and
services in a high-traffic environment.
Others involved include
Nancy Barrons, business sponsor from Standard Federal
Bank, and St. Mary Hospital,
health sponsor.
Organizers are looking for
business and health-care
providers to participate in this
year's event.
Tables are $125 for chamber
members, $175 for non-members and $75 for nonprofit
groups.
Call (734) 326-7222.
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Area
lead Mar
togourm
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Contestants
try their luck
with the
buzzer in
WMGC's Magic
game show.

FAMILY
FROM PAGE A1

Around Redford, a moonwalk provided by
Bobby's Bouncers, music and the Wheel of
Fortune-style Magic game show, provided
by the radio station.
Spotty Dogs hot dog concession also
offered a hot dog and pop for a reduced
price to quell any hunger pangs.
According to Martin, "Magic Monday"
dates back to when the radio station

switched from being the Groove to Magic.
The recreation department had had a relationship with Groove and it carried forward with Magic.
"When we talked about future projects,
they suggested a pool party and suggested
that we do it on Monday so we could call
in 'Magic Monday,'" Martin said. "Then we
discovered the Clowns Around Redford
were looking for projects to do during
National Clown Week. It's really good to
have them here."
"We are, very proud to be a part of this

^t

\t

%

Market Day may not be a
new concept in fund raising for
local schools, but it has a new
gourmet twist.
Redford resident Kerri
Huckestein is a founding member of Market Day Gourmet
and a consultant in Michigan.
She earned the title by becomgood, clean, family event," said Jennifer
ing one of the first individuals
Michaels, WMGC promotions coordinator. "Every year, we go out to Westland and in the state to participate in the
participate. It is meant to celebrate clowns direct sales program.
during National Clown Week."
"I love the fact that what I
am cookingformy family has
As for the clowns, they were back in
Westland Saturday. The organization host- helped our elementary school,"
she said, referring to Addams
ed a balloon twisting conference at the •
Elementary. "Ten percent of
Bailey Center for other clowns.
every order is return to the
"They're always fun to have around,"
school."
Martin said.
Market Day is a fund raising
program that has helped fund
smason@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2112
educational resources such as
computers, playground equipment, and teaching supplies.
Since its inception about 30
years ago, the program has
raised over $330 million for
education nationwide.
Now, Market Day Gourmet
builds upon that success, offering high quality foods and
kitchen accessories sold at inhome parties.
Taste-testing parties allow a
host or hostess to invite
friends, family and co-workers
to his or her home to sample 10
to 12 different products.
Huckestein said the Market
Day Gourmet motto is "you
invite the guests, we do the
rest." •
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DEALS...HURRY
WHILE THEY LAST!
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NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to state law a sale will be held at: Secured Self Storage, 6855 Yale, Westland, MI,
August 27,2005 @ 1:00PM.
#207 Crystal Shaw, #212 Mary Smith c/o Shanon Conry, #308 Michael Pruznick, #331
John Alewine, #333 Michael Smith, #357 George Dobos, #360 Susan Foster, #1507 Mary
Smith.
.Units contain: misc. household items.
Publish: August 7 & 14,2005
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At These four
Locations Only!
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To all residents and interested parties, The Council minutes will be
available for review on the internet at
www.gardencitymi.org
You can access this information at the Garden City Library or City
Hall during regular Business hours or in the Police Station Lobby
24 hours a day.
ALLYSON M. BETTIS, Treasurer/City Clerk
Publish: May 1,15,22,29, June 12, IS, July 3,17,24!, 31, August 7, and 21,2005
OEQ8284424
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The party host chooses
recipes from a list and provides
a few basic ingredients. Partygoers can later order items they
enjoy. Part of the profits from
these sales are donated to the
charity or school of the host's
choosing.
As an active parent with children in the South Redford
School District, Huckestein
said she has a love for cooking
and sharing culinary creations
with friends and family.
"It is a great way to get some
people together, enjoy some
delicious food, learn some
quick recipes, and help a charity at the same time," said
Huckestein. "Every time I go
out to present a show I am
making a difference. It is very
rewarding"
Market Day Gourmet has
only been available in
Michigan for a few months, but
Huckestein has already worked
with South Redford teachers
and administrators to arrange
parties and help raise funds.
One of the first parties
brought in just under $800 to
help pay for four Tluirston
High School Media Studies
students and chaperones to
attended a convention in San
Francisco. Parties can be
planned during the afternoon
or evening hours.
For more information, call
Kerri Huckestein at (313) 5341667 or visit the Web at
www.marketdaygourmet.com.
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28315 Grand River

29460 Schoolcraft

10001 Telegraph Rd.

21215 Eureka Rd.

248-474-1400

734-266-1400 734-794-1400 734-759-1400

Offers expire August 31,2005. Phone Offers: New activation required. Savings on the iS30, i730 and i275 are based on a two-year agreement requlrsment. Does not Include taxes and/or shipping or handling fees. Sales
tax is calculated before the rebate. Mail-in Rebates: Allow 3-12 weeks after pone purchase, activation and mailing In.of a complete and valid rebate form to receive rebates. One rebate per phone purchase. Full terms and
conditions on mail-in rebate form or visit nextel.com/rebates. Additional Fees: $200 early termination and $35 setup fee per phone applies: Monthly bills include fees to cover our costs of complying with federal programs,
up to 1.62% per bill and $2.83 per phone Fees for state and local programs may apply (vary by area), plus government taxes/fees. Cellular: Free Incoming applies to calls received in the U.S. Nationwide Long Distance
includes domestic long distance only. Overage ($0.40/min.). Partial minutes chared as full minutes. Nights (9:00pm to 7:00am). Weekends (Fri. 9:00pm to Mon. 7:00am).
Waikie-Taikie: Nationwide walttie-talkie($0.10/min.) times number of participants. Nextel's Nationwide Network serves 2B7 of the top 300 markets. ©2005 Nextel f f \
« M » T » « * » L A
Communications, Inc. NEXTEL, NEXTEL. DONE., the Dtiver Safety logo and other marks are sevice marks and trademarks of Nextel Communications, Inc. Ali rights reserved.
Tf&
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PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on
August 15, 2005 a t 7:00 o'clock in the
evening at 15125 Farmington Road,
Livonia, Michigan, the Board of
Education of t h e Livonia Public
Schools School District will hold a
public hearing in regard to the 200506 School Breakfast Program.
In order to be in compliance with
Section 380.1272 of the School Code as
amended in December 1993, the
School Board must operate a school
breakfast program or opt out following
state guidelines. Local school districts
can opt out of offering a breakfast
program in buildings where less than
20% of the student enrollment is
eligible for free or reduced price
lunches. The public is invited to offer
their opinion at the August 15, 2005
Board of Education meeting.
This notice is given b y o r d e r of t h e Board of
Education.

Lynda Scheel, Secretary
Publish:.August 7,2005
c
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offers solid
to better education
I first met Mike Flanagan back in the late
11980s, when he was the very successful and
® well-liked superintendent of schools in
Farmington. He went on to become head of
the Wayne Regional Educational Service
Agency (WRESA), which serves nearly half a
million children, more than 180,000 of them
from families below the poverty line. And in
2001, he became executive director of the
Michigan Association of School
Administrators, the-organization that serves
the 1,200-odd Michigan public school superintendents.
For years, Mike has been turning up at
meetings where sensible people got together
to talk about doing sensible things, most of
them having to do with
investing in human capital.
For instance, he was an early
member of the Ready to
Succeed group. It popularized the research showing
that the absolute best time
for children to learn is at a
very early age, and thereby
began an important discussion about very early childPhil hood learning.
Power

In January 2003, the
newly elected Gov. Jennifer
Granholm asked Flanagan to
be her full-time education adviser. And most
people who care about education were
delighted that on May 18, he was appointed
(with the governor's backing) superintendent
of public instruction by the state Board of
Education, following the messy departure of
his predecessor, Tom Watkins.
Still a slightly boyish-looking Irish guy with
a big smile and glasses, Flanagan, now 55, is
almost universally liked and respected.
Granholm made a smart appointment.
I finally caught up with him for an early
morning phone call. "So how's it going?" I
started off.
• \
'It's like drinking from a fire hose," he
responded. "I'd guess I'm working 80 hours a
week. I could spend all that time right here at
my desk and I'd be fully employed, but I also
want to get out into the schools, meet with
education people, the media, the Legislature the list goes on and on. I now have more than
1,000 requests to attend events on my desk
right now, and more are coming in every day."
So what are his first reactions? "First
impression, I'm impressed with the state
workers. I had a perception that wasn't entirely favorable. But they're working hard, day in
day out, at their desk during lunch, coping
with budget freezes and concessions without
whining about it. The system is bureaucratic,

but the people are not.
"It's refreshing."
The obvious question to put to the new
superintendent; how to make a quantum
jump in student performance in our schools?
His answers seemed deceptively simple:
motivate the kids and concentrate on teacher
training. As to motivation, Flanagan tells a
simple story: "I live in Lansing, and all oyer
town you go into the coffee shops and you see
Asian kids working on their laptops, even late
on Saturday nights.
"Now some of this is parent or family-driven. But the fact is that these kids are highly
motivated. We absolutely need to extend this
level of motivation to the entire society.
"The overwhelming fact is simple. The earth
is flat, indeed, as Tom Friedman puts it."
By that, he meant that we live today in a
global village. "We don't have a choice," he
continued. "We must make a quantum leap in
school achievement or else we're going to be a
second-rate country."
Flanagan is equally direct about teachers:
"The reality is that it's the individual teacher
who reaches and inspires a kid. That's one of
the reasons I like smaller schools. They're far
more personal and offer an environment
where the teachers can really work with the
kids."
'
Michigan education's new top man wants to
pull together a teacher training summit,
bringing together the deans of the schools of
education in Michigan, maybe the university
presidents and possibly even some members
of the governing boards.
The goal would be to make big gains in
recruiting talented college students to become
teachers, and then preparing them to correctly
instruct and motivate their students.
"Inspired teachers will make all the difference in the world, and teacher preparation
affects everything else. There are going to be
thousands of teachers retiring in the next 10
years, so if we get at it with the schools of education, we can affect an entire generation of
teachers and students."
Hopefully, he'll have the tools to do just
that. Listening to Flanagan's enthusiasm and
common sense made me feel a little bit more
hopeful about our public schools, And it
brought to mind the celebrated lines from the
18th century English poet, Alexander Pope:
""lis education forms the common mind.
As the twig is bent, so the tree's inclined."
Phil Power is a longtime observer of politics, economics
and education issues in Michigan. He would be pleased
to hear from readers at ppower@hcnnet.com.
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Supreme Court beach decision
lucid defense o f public trust'
^ s this unusually warm summer continues
eign acts as trustee of public rights in these nat<* $ into August, the Michigan Supreme Court
ural resources."
has given beach walkers a gift. On July 29, a
The justices note that "littoral" property (such
5 2 court majority decided that the public has a . as property along the Great Lakes) remains
right to walk along our Great Lakes beaches
"subject to the public trust," They distinguish
from the water's edge to the high water mark on this from the "riparian" rights of those on inland
the beach. >
lakes, rivers and streams. .
In a well-written, lucid and discerning majoriThe justices turn to Wisconsin for a definition
ty opinion, the court distinguishes private ownof high water as "where the presence and action
ership and public trust, a battleground that
of the water is so continuous as to leave a disseems to be getting hotter than our blistering
tinct mark either by erosion, destruction of tersummer sun,
restrial vegetation or other easily recognized
While issues of eminent domain, developer
characteristics"
rights privatization of public forest land and
The justices argue that lakefront owners
similar concerns are bringing together odd
retain property rights "subject to the public
alliances, the beach walking decision will gener- trust" and that this defined area of beach is simially serve the best interests of the vast majority,
lar to a sidewalk. And walkers have certain oblieven while troubling some property rights advo- gations not to be rowdy, destructive or lewd.
cates
As most property owners alortg the lakes enjoy
The five member Michigan Supreme Court
beach walking'as much as anyone else, the decimajority - Justices Michael Cavanagh, Elizabeth sion is as much a victory as a "defeat" for the
Weaver, Marilyn Kelly and
majority.
Maura Corrigan - reach far
The decision also defines an area where1 the
" j *
back into history to the Roman state has the authority and obligation to protect
Emperor Justinian.
the shoreline, which has been a matter of conThe justices note that
troversy in recent years as some owners bridled
American law as descended
at rules concerning clearing of vegetation.
from English common law recThe broader questions of private-public ownognizes that the sovereign (or
ership will be raging in the years ahead. A recent
state) must preserve and proU.S. Supreme Court decision granted the right
tect navigable waters for its
of eminent domain to allow a city to remove
people.
This
idea
is
traced
back
housing
from an area to allow a private developHugh
to Justinian, who writes in his
ment. The city argued that the action was necesGallagher Institutes, "Now the things
sary to promote economic development.
which are, by natural law, comThe court's liberal members created the
mon to all are these: the air,
majority on this ruling. It was a classic defense
running water, the sea, and therefore, the
of the right of the eminent domain doctrine that
seashores. Thus no one is barred access to the
helped create our national parks and forests, our
seashore..."
interstate highway system, the Tennessee Valley
A neighbors' dispute between two property
Authority and other public works projects. But
owners along Lake Huron led to a test case on
this time it was to benefit a private developer at
the public's right to walk on Great Lakes' beach- the expense of low-middle income homeowners.
es m front of privately held land. Property rights
Now conservative, anti-government groups
advocates argued that private ownership on
and liberal groups concerned about pushing the
Great Lakes beaches extends to the water's edge. poor out (as also happened in several urban
They argued that while the state maintained
redevelopment cases) are making strange bedownership of the land that was always under
fellows to sponsor state legislation restricting
water property owners had a right to bar anyeminent domain. (Which, in fact, the court said
one they chose from walking in front of their
was an option.)
property on exposed land.
In Livonia, redevelopment of the Wonderland
property, and particularly the role of Wal-Mart
The justices (with Justices Robert Young and
in the project, has create controversy and raised
Stephen Markham is full or partial dissent)
the question of the rights of homeowners, if any,
make a distinction between property along the
concerning commercial development in their
Great Lakes and property along inland lakes,
rivers and streams. The decision reads, "we con- neighborhoods.
These subjects don't always split along liberclude that the public trust doctrine does protect
her (plaintiff Joan Glass) right to walk along the . al/conservative lines. Sometimes simple principles don't fit with particular facts.
shores of the Great Lakes. American law has
long recognized that large bodies of navigable
Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer
water such as the oceans, are natural resources
Newspapers. He can be reached by phone at (734) 953-2149,
and thoroughfares thatbelong to the public. In
or by e-mail at hgaliagher@oe.homecomm.net.
our common-law tradition, the state as sover-
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The Advantage Money Market
From BestBank.*

3.51
(Up t o $10,000)
Most banks offer their best rates on CDs, where t h e rate will never increase and your
m o n e y is locked until the day the CD matures. At pestBank, w e are offering one of our
biggest rates on a liquid account, the ADVANTAGE M O N E Y MARKET. W e re helping y o u
earn money with the best rate in t o w n . Plus, with a variable interest rate, your
money is only likely to continue to profit - for whatever length of time you want.
For t h e nearest b r a n c h , visit w w w . b e s t b a n k . c o m or call 1 - 8 0 0 - 2 3 5 - 4 6 3 6 .

KITCHEN & BATH SHOWROOM, INC.

N e w b u r g h (Just S. of 1-96) • Livonia
For all your kitchen & bath needs

Call for a FREE IN-HOME ESTIMATE!
(734)542-1900 or 1-888-7DESIGN

46 Convenient
Locations In Southeast
Michigan
Open 7 Days A Week!

BestBank
Strict 1923
www.bestbank.com

•Minimum to open the account Is $2400. Minimum to earn the APY Is .01. Personal accounts only, limit of one account per household. .Maximum In the
account can not exceed $10,000. That portion of the daily balance which exceeds the $10,000 maximum will earn an interest rate of 257%. The Annual
Percentage Vleid for accounts which exceed the $10,000 maximum will range from 3.51%- 2.69%.The Interest rate and APY on balances up1 to $10,000 Is guaranteed to be a minimum of 3.00% APY through December 31,2005.TheAPYs quoted above were in effect 6/7/05. Fees could reduce me yield Limited check
access. ©2005 BestBank Member FDIC
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Travel agents
BY JULIE BROWN
STAFF WRITER

Area travel agents are keeping busy these days and haven't
found that recent terrorist
incidents in England and
Egypt have hurt business.
"People are still traveling,"
said Fawn Johnson, an agent at
Venture Out Travel Service in
Westland. "We have not had
any cancellations. They're just
going about their business"
Travel agents saw a drop in
business after 9/H, but
Johnson says it didn't take too
long after for people to resume
traveling. She reports Mexico,
Las Vegas and Caribbean and
other cruises as the most popular for her customers.
"Egypt wouldn't have any
impact on us," said Kate
Rosevear, owner of Carlson
Wagonlit Travel in Plymouth
and Wayne. The Middle East
isn't a common destination for
her customers, she said, and
those who do visit there will go
regardless.
"If you're going to wait for
peace in the Middle East, it's
not going to happen," Rosevear
said.
For other destinations, the
recent incidents don't seem to
have had an impact. She's
booking midwinter break trips
in the Caribbean, Las Vegas
and cruises.
'!AIaska seems to be the big
one," she said. "Some Europe
for next year." Italy's gotten a
lot of publicity in books and
movies, Rosevear added, and is
popular.
; Agents urge customers to get
to the airport early, so they
don't miss a flight. Johnson
tells those going to Europe not
to show a camera or flash
money and to keep a lower
profile.
Rosevear sees some clients
who are still afraid to fly or
vexed by flight delays and
other aggravations. She's
watching the Northwest
mechanics possible strike situation closely. "I don't have a
crystal ball," she said. "I think
they will continue to fly."
Fred Tarns, owner of Sky
King Travel and Tours in
Livonia, said the Internet has
cut into agency business, with
some people going online to
make their own travel arrangements. "In the long run, the
travel industry is still going on
strong," he said.
He tends to see cancellations
immediately after a terrorist
attack, with business picking
up soon after. A lot of people
still visit Europe (France,
Greece, Italy and Portugal), as
well as the Middle East and
Asia.
"We had some cancellations,
but not much," Tarns said. "I
could say people still do travel."
He finds people call with
questions, and travel agents
can field those questions. Tams

Voters approve
parks millage
by 65 percent

rronsm

recommends travelers register
with the government at travel.gov before leaving.
He also recommends having
a current passport even for
trips to Canada or Mexico, and
getting applications early. His
agency helps with passports,
with that business supplementing work lost to the
Internet.
He's been in the business
over 20 years and his customers are friends. "We built a

good reputation in the business."
Joyce Brown, owner of
CruiseOne of Redford, is busy
on the job. "I think it's doing
pretty well" she said of business. "People still want to
cruise, take their vacation."
She's found the Bahamas
and Caribbean are popular
destinations. Brown gives a
sheet of travel tips to her customers.
She checks on weather con-

ditions too and communicates
with other CruiseOne agents
nationwide for travel information.
"They're asking a lot of questions," Joseph Bernardini,
owner/manager of Livonia
Travel Service, said'of his customers. They're focused on the
possible Northwest strike.
"We haven't seen any
decrease in tourism,"
Bernardini said. Some customers choose a different loca-

tion. He's putting together a lot
of packages for Italy.
Bernardini noted TV reports
may give a greater sense of fear
than reality warrants. "You
can't help but read it. You have
to take things into perspective."
Carey Morton, owner/manager of Harvard Square Travel
in Canton, handles a lot of
international travel, destinations ranging from India to
Lebanon. "They are going to all
sorts of places," she said. "It

hasn't stopped them. You just
can't let fear control you."
She encourages clients to
keep their eyes open, and
remain alert, avoiding large
crowds if possible. "If it's going
to bother you too much, don't
go." ;
Morton recommends buying
travel insurance, especially for
trips out of the country. "And ^
don't be the ugly American.
Just be normal and have a
good time."
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Stick with the
Summer Ser vice Specials

Exper t Technicians Authentic Mopesr Par ts
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SUMMER SUPER SAVER
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Oil & Filter Change*

ALL 4 FOR ONLY

Prolong engine life w i t h regular oil a n d filter changes.

S

Tire Rotation
For a s m o o t h e r r i d e a n d e x t e n d e d t i r e l i f e .

Ate v* Mopar Air Filter
M a i n t a i n e n g i n e p e r f o r m a n c e a n d f u e l efficiency.

- A d d i t i o n a l charges m a y b e a p p l i e d for

23-point Vehicle Inspection

D i e s e l , V - l O s , Hemi F i V - 8 s, f l u i d d i s p o s a l ,
s e m i - s y n t h e t i c a n d synthetic o i l s ;

Early d e t e c t i o n h e l p s p r e v e n t b r e a k d o w n s a n d i n c o n v e n i e n c e .

',-;'-;;-.'••..>,>-' ;^Exp;ires-August-2gy20Q5

INCLUDES;
INCLUDES:

J m m
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O R LESS

Inspect hoses, fi ttings a n d compressor

C l e a n i n g o f throttle b o d y , injectors,

A d j u s t A / C belt {if a p p l i c a b l e

combustion c h a m b e r

Per f o r m system leak test
Run p e r formance test

Expires August 28,2005

REFRIGERANT EXTRA.

Expires August 28,2005

FRONT WHEEL

%Off

$4 A™

• TTTPORIESS
INCLUDES;

ANY SERVICE OVER $100.00

Precision-set f r o n t e n d
. Check front e n d a n d steering

CANNOT BE USED IN CONJUNCTION WITH OTHER COUPON OFFERS.

components for w e a r

The Wayne County parks
millage was approved by
approximately 65 percent of
voters Tuesday according to
unofficial numbers from the
Wayne County Clerk's office
with 100 percent of all
precincts reporting.
The millage was approved, ^
101,431 to 54,913. Out c o u n | $ ^
the vote was 36,357 for and
31,222 against. In Detroit the
vote was 65,074 for and 23,
against.
The vote in Observer co
nities was: Canton, 2,507 for,
1,974 against; Garden City, 6€5
for, 620 against; Livonia, 1,800
for, 1,612 against; Plymouth,
494 for, 270 against; Plymouth
Township, 3,511 for, 1,756
against; Redford, 1,575 for,
1,132 against; and Westland,
2,386 for, 1,342 against.

Expires August 28,2005

Expires August 28,2005

Valuable Summer Mail-In Rebates from Mopar
EACH

EACH

MOPAR
BELT
REBATE

MOPAR
HOSE
REBATE

EACH

flj

$104d
• ^F
'
EACH

MOPAR AIR MOPAR PRO
BATTERY
FILTER
(5, 6 OR 7)
REBATE

THINKING ABOUT
rt^-
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FREE

(734)525-1930
v

OurJi*t ear!
UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919MIDDI

._.

-LIVONIA

Rebate. Rules and Regulations; Offer good only in U.S A , except where prohibited by law. DaimlerChrysler Motors Company, LLC and its fulfillment company ore not responsible for late, lost, mutilated, misdirected, or postage-due requests. Multiple, illegible, or incomplete requests will
not be honored. Requests from groups'post office boxes, or organizations will notbe honoredr^FaiJdaient submissfon of muftipfe requests could resultlnfedero! prosecution under U.S. Fall Fraud Statute CI 9 USC, Sections 1341 and 1342). Offer goooat participating dealer locations.
Si 0.00 moil-in rebate on the retail purchase of Mopar Power Pro 5, b, or /, or Jeep^ Xtreme b a t t e l -(Not valid for Universal battery.) $2.50 mail-in rebate on the retail purchase and dealer installation of each Mopar belt or hose. $3.00 mail-in rebate on the retail purchase and
dealer installation of a Mopar air filter. Summer Service Rebate offers end August 28,2005. Rebates valid orrrefetLpurchases from May 30,2005 through August 28,2005. All rebate requests must be postmarked by September 13,2005, and received by September 27,2005.
Please allow 8-10 weeks for delivery of check. You may call Program Headquarters at 1-800-477-7753 with inquiries atout your rebate. See your Service Advisor for details. Rebate, offers valid only for retail repair orders. Additional labor and parts are extra for RAM 3500.
© 2005, DaimlerChrysler Motors Company, LLC. All rights reserved. Mopor, Chrysler, Jeep, Oodge ond Hemi are registered trademarks of DaimierChrysler, Goodyear is a registered trademark of The Goodyear Tire & Rubber Company.
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