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Hearings clear
way for
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Westland firefighter/paramedic Ken Hamilton takes a donation from Dan Kramer of Garden City at the corner of Ford and Wayne Road Thursday
morning. Members of the fire department put their boots to work, collecting more than $21,000 in donations to help the victims of Hurricane
Katrina.

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Blame it on the Westland Rotary
Club. It was the organization which
approached the city of Westland about a
program that encourages families for
one evening to turn off their TV sets
and get out and have fun.
Dubbed Turn Off the Violence, the
event will be back for an 11th year with
its crowd-pleasing favorites and some
new features.
"We've been doing it a long time and
we wanted to pep it up," said Margaret
Martin, parks and recreation program
supervisor who has been working the
lineup for this year. "It's still Turn Off
the Violence just the same as the Rotary
created all those years ago, but we

wanted some new twists."
One twist will be the addition of Step
Up to Health, an initiative that came
out of a National Parks and Recreation
Association summit earlier this year.
The program is designed to encourage a
healthier lifestyle and by having representation at the summit, Westland has
earned the right to call itself a Step Up
to Health community, Martin said.
"There's plenty of information floating around, plenty of research that if
families interact in a positive way, they
can turn off the violence," she added.
This year's Turn Off the Violence
Night will have zones — food, entertainment, inflatable games, animals and
crafts to name a few.
"We've always had food with the same
sponsors, but this year we're working

with them to put up healthier food,"
Martin said.
In the entertainment area, Richard
Paul, a speaker, author, ventriloquist
and educational presenter, and his puppet friends will offer helpful tips and
suggestions on how to stop teasing and
put an end to violence in three 15- to
20-minutes shows, titled "Duck Sense
for Kids - No Bully Club."
Ronald McDonald also will be presenting half-hour magic shows, and
adding to the fun will be the always
popular balloon work of the Clowns
Around Redford.
Local business Bobby's Bouncers will
once again provide inflatables for the
evening and organizations like the
PLEASE SEE VIOLENCE, A 7

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Driver's education... it's a teen thing. And like most
teens, Charles Best is taking it.
But before the teenager could even begin, Best had
to become a member of an elite group by earning Boy
Scouting's highest rank, that of Eagle Scout.
"He's an amazing boy," said his mother, Marci. "He
likes to lead others. He's a natural leader."
Best is a member of Boy Scout Troop 1742, based at
the Westland Stake of the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints. He's the second member of the
troop to earn Boy Scouting's highest rank this year
and is just a few steps ahead of five-six other Scouts
who are working on or getting started on their Eagle
Scout projects.
"We should have eight Eagle Scouts by next year
and two just turned 18 who were Eagle Scouts," he
said. "The church has set it up to use Scouts as a
youth program for young men."
PLEASE SEE EAGLE, A 6

STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

With help of volunteers, 16-year-old Charles Best built two handcarts for his church
as his Eagle Scout project.
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A plan to widen a portion of
Cherry Hill west of Newburgh
is one step closer to reality, following conclusion of the second
public hearing on amending
the work plan for the Local
Development Finance
Authority.
The city wants to use some of
the tax dollars captured within
the district to pay for surveying,
appraisals and the purchase of
right-of-ways for property that
borders Cherry Hill from
Newburgh to the CSX Railroad
tracks.
According to Planning
Director Bruce Thompson, the
city would use $50,000 for the
work in an effort to have the
"Cherry Hill widening moved
up on Wayne County's projects
schedule."
"In the short term, we want
to make that intersection at
Cherry Hill and Newburgh user
friendly and this will be a tool
to help do that," Thompson
said.
He added that the work
amendment doesn't change the
LDFA district boundaries. In
fact, the proposed widening
falls within the district's existing boundaries, which straddle

Cherry Hill west of Newburgh
and run along the railroad
tracks to the southeast.
The work would take about
two years to complete, once the
amendment is approved, and
would involve seven properties
along Cherry Hill.
"I've talked to almost all of
them and most appear willing
to work with us," Thompson
said.
The city would hire someone
to do the surveying and
appraisals, estimated to cost
about $10,000. The remaining
$40,000 would be for the
right-of-way acquisition.
Cherry Hill is seeing
increased traffic because of
development along Cherry Hill
in both Canton and Westland,
including the Brookfield residential development on Cherry
HilljustwestofHix.
But congestion on Ford Road
also is contributing to the traffic increase, Thompson said.
"It's impossible to drive down
Ford and people are looking for
alternate routes, one of them is
Cherry Hill," he said. "Our first
goal is to straighten out traffic
at Newburgh and Cherry Hill,
which stacks up because of the
lack of lanes."
PLEASE SEE WORK, A 6

Community garage sale
benefits city programs
With just six days until the fall installment of the Westland
Community Garage Sale, it looks like it will be a full house.
Billed as "a great way to find hundreds of unique items for your
home at bargain prices," the garage sale will be from 9 a.m. to 4
p.m. Saturday in the parking lot between the Westland City Hall
and Westland Fire Station on Ford west of Wayne Road.
"We've already rented 90 of the 100 spaces," said Ronaele
Bowman, director of the Westland Youth Assistance, which shares
the proceeds with the Westland Therapeutic Recreation Program.
"It's about the last chance for a garage sale, and we usually sell
out."
One of those spaces wiH.be occupied by kids in Youth Assistance.
According to Bowman, the kids "will be selling items like everybody else, but the proceeds will go to the mayor's Hurricane
Katrina Fund."
Other groups have participated in the sale, including the
Westland Historic Village Park Fund-Raising Committee, a threeyear participant.
According to committee member Jo Johnson, the group makes a
moderate amount of money, "but any amount we make is great."
The group's table will have an assortment of Avon bottles, figurines, furniture, books, household items and cash register.
Held in May and September, the sale draws hundreds of pePple
to the civic center complex and raises up to $1,000 for each program. The money helps support recreational opportunities for the
city's special needs residents and pay for activities for at-risk
youth.
"it's put to good use," Bowman said. "We use these funds to send
kids to camp or provide karate or recreational experiences."
Spaces rent for $20 and residents interested in reserving a spot
can-call the parks and recreation department at (734) 722-7620.
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Some ESL classes move
to church, others stay put
Young. "They liked the setting."
But the debate between parents and administrators has
now shifted to Johnson
Elementary, the other building
the district chose to house ESL
courses when it leased the
Dickinson Center on
Newburgh.
More than 25 parents
attended a meeting with Supt.
Randy Liepa last week to their
concerns. Patty WestphalHogan, mother of a secondgrader at the school, pushed
for additional security measures to be taken at the building.
"It's not so much the ESL
program as it is the doors
being unlocked," she said.
"Anybody would be able to
walk in."
Westphal-Hogan estimated
the program would bring in an
additional 80 adults, coming
and going throughout the day.
Though the ESL hall is
gated, the gate cannot be
locked due to fire safety regula-

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Two English as a Second
Language courses have been
moved from a proposed site,
Washington Elementary, to a
Westland church.
Classes started last week after a one-week delay - at Joy
Baptist Church, 37055 Joy
Road.
The move was necessitated
by Washington parents who
shared concerns about the
addition of 60 adults to the
small elementary building.
"We explored a whole host of
possibilities," said Jay Young,
director of community relations for Livonia Public
Schools. The church offered
the use of their Sunday school
classrooms four mornings a
week, in exchange for the cost
* of utilities. Young said he
expects the cost will be minimal.
"The first class started there
yesterday (Sept. 6)," said

tions, she said. And ESL classes are dismissed while Johnson
students are on their lunch
break.
Westphal-Hogan and other
parents favored the idea of
placing an alarm on the
unlocked gate.
While the alarm wasn't on
the list, changes will be made
to address the concerns, Young
said.
Video cameras will be
installed at the front and the
separate ESL students'
entrances, along with a monitor in the front office.
The ESL students will wear
photo IDs rather than buttons,
and additional signage will be
placed around the school.
Parking will also be more
clearly defined, Young said.
As for the possibility the district would also move ESL out
of Johnson School, WestphalHogan said "they're not budging."
scasola@oe.tiomecomm,net I (734) 953-2054

INFORMATION CENTRAL
When was the last time you were
carded?
': At the library, you-can get carded
at any age'from zero on and, since
September is National Library Card ...
Sign-Up Mqnth, the William P. Faust
Public Library of Westland is hosting
exciting activities arid incentives for
you and your family to get a library
card.

marathon. Children, ages 5-8, also can
design and make their own hat 2-3
p.m. Sept. 24. Registration is required
for this program.
For teens and adults who receive a
library card, they can enter a raffle
and win weekly prizes. Every week
there will be a different activity sheet
related to Dr. Seuss. All contestants
who correctly answer the questions
will be eligible to win a prize.

It is extremely important for children to have their own cards. Besides
giving them a sense of ownership, it
gives them the opportunity to be
responsible, especially as they enter
their teen years.
This month, in honor of Theodore
Seuss Geisel (Dr. Seuss) there will be a
weekly drawing for those-in preschool
through fifth-grade. Pick up a goody
bag and submit an attached raffle
ticket. Your child could be a winner of
a Or. Seuss lunch box.
Or, children may draw their favorite
Dr. Seuss character and submit for
another raffle to win Cat in the Hat
Wooden Book Ends.
On Sept. 17, from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
come hear guest readers participate
in a Seuss-A-Thon, a reading

In addition, the Wayne-Westland
middle and high school who has the
most students sign up for a library
card will receive a prize for their
school library.
Anyone who lives in Westland can
get a library card (it's free!) All you
need is a picture ID. Those under the
age of 18 will need a parent's signature on the application.
From books, magazines, books on
tape or CD, music CDs, and CD-ROMs to
graphic novels, anime, videos, and
DVD's, and Internet access, there is a
wealth of information for each and
every member of your family. And, it's
all free!
Sign up today and get carded! No
matter how old you are, there is

something here for you.
Library Web site: 7 p.m. Monday,
Sept. 12. Discover the library's new
Web page. Find out about new features and expanded information available at www.westland.lib.mi.us.
Teen Acting Workshop: 7 p.m.
Tuesday, Sept. 13. Nancy Florkowski,
artistic director of the Motor City
Youth Theatre, will use group critiquing and individual coaching to
help you shine like a star at your
upcoming auditions. Bring contrasting
monologues. This workshop is open to
ninth-12th-graders. Register at the
Reference Desk.
Free workshop: 7 p.m. Tuesday,
Sept 27. Come to a free workshop on
getting your home organized, office,
and family organized. Presented by
Alana Martin, a professional
Organizing Consultant. Register at the
Reference Desk.
The William P. Faust Public
Library is at 6123 Central City
Parkway, Westland. Call (734) 326-6123.

Wish you were here
Georgina Kirwan of Livonia (right) and her daughter, Judy Kellerman of Westland, show a copy of the Observer
during their vacation trip to Oslo, Norway. If you go on vacation, take a picture with your Westland Observer
and send it to Sue Mason, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150.

Advisory committee gives
suburbs a voice with DWSD
BY CAROL MARSHALL
STAFF WRITER

There was a time, not too long
ago, when some administrators
in the 126 communities served
by the Detroit Water and
Sewerage Department felt like
they weren't valued customers.
"We were checks" Plymouth
City Manager Paul Sincock said.
But the relationship between the
suburbs and the city's water
department have improved
since 2003, when the DWSD
formed its Technical Advisory
Committee.
"There was tremendous pressure from some suburban communities to regionalize DWSD,
and at the same time DWSD
was going through a master
plan update," Canton Municipal
Services Director Tim Faas said.
So strong was the pressure
that some communities were
threatening to pull out of the
DWSD system, just as the
department was preparing to
invest hundreds of millions of
dollars on improvements.
"Those two things collided,
and forced Detroit and the suburban communities to come
together," Faas said.
TAC will meet in Canton at 9

a.m. Sept. 29 at the Summit on
the Park for one of its quarterly
meetings. On the agenda is a
discussion of the water department's emergency preparedness.
TAC has been tasked with
guiding the DWSD on developing emergency preparedness
strategies, establishing an elected officials task force, improving
customer service management
and, most importantly, examining the water rate structure and
working on a comprehensive
contract for all of the 126 communities served by the department.
"Everybody has different contracts right now, and they all
have different expiring dates,
and the possibility is there that
some have even expired," Faas
said. "They need to be redone.
They're over 40 years old."
Faas said a new contract
between the DWSD and its customer communities could happen in about a year.
"The true value of TAC will
come with the hopefully unanimous agreement on a new
model contract. We can figure
out the emergency response
stuff and we can understand
how the rates get calculated, but
to agree on the contract is the

big challenge," he said. "I'm optimistic that's going to. work out."
The formula for rates is complex, according to Don Rohraff,
Westland water and sewer
superintendent Basedon water
usage during regular and peak,
hours, distance from the water
source and inclines between the
city and the suburb, negotiating
with each community is something that the DWSD doesn't —
and shouldn't necessarily —
have time to do, he said.
"TAC has definitely helped
with that," Rohraff said.
Unification of the suburban customers has "made us feel like we
have a voice and that somebody
is listening."
But so far, TAC hasn't had
much impact on the rates thjemselves. "We've actually had a^
slight rate decrease from t
Detroit," Livonia Public Utility
Manager Kevin Roney:said. "But
it's not because of TAC. The ••
rates are based on usage and
cost. But what TAC does do is
help us understand the rates,
and will help us with a contract
to establish new rates."
TAC has worked well enough
that Faas anticipates there will
be a similar group formed to
deal with sewerage rates.

Bentley's final class to host 20th reunion
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As the last graduating class at
Bentley High School, the Class
of 1985 was certainly a special
one.
Now, they're planning a 20th
year reunion and looking for
many of their 425 classmates.
"We've been in contact with
about 175 of the people, so we're
really hoping to get in contact
with the other people," said Ken
Rakowicz, a 1985 grad who is
now a chiropractor in Howell.
The reunion is scheduled for
6-11:30 p.m. Saturday, Oct. 1, at

Nprthville Hills Golf Club. The
night features a "strolling dinner," cash bar, memory slide
presentation and more. Register
and make payments via credit
card at Classmates.com by Sept.
26.
Classmates knew when they
started at Bentley that they'd be
the final graduating class and
that created a special bond,
according to Rakowicz, who was
the last of six siblings to graduate from there.
"To know that I was going to

be the last in the lineage that
was going to graduate from ,
Bentley, I knew would be something special."
That Class o f 85 connection
made their graduation ''that
much sadder," Rakowicz said;
however, it also meant that a lot
of them stayed in touch.
He urges classmates with
questions to contact Pam GaleRiley at
psrileyOO@hotmail.com or at
(800)220-5001.
By Dave Varga
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Square dancers gather for reunion
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Bill Peterson pages through some
scrap books compiled from his years
of square dance calling and teaching
in Livonia and around the world.

When Bill Peterson calls,
people listen.
The former Livonia resident
has spent the past 50 years as a
square dance caller - a career
that's allowed him to travel the
world.
And to celebrate his
anniversary, he's planning a
reunion for square dancers to
come together, and strap on
their dancing shoes.
The free square dance event
will be 2-5 p.m. Sunday, Sept.
18, at the Livonia Civic Park
Senior Center on Farmington,
south of Five Mile.
Peterson taught classes at
the center for about 23 years.
He expects 250-350 people
will attend the celebration. It is
open to all who are interested.
Six professional callers will
be oil hand to get the dancing

started. And even those who
no longer dance are encouraged to come and visit with
Peterson and his wife, Cathi.
The couple, both Wayne
State graduates, met while
teaching in Detroit.
Bill Peterson was a physical
education teacher who worked
in Detroit and later in South
Redford Schools.
In September 1956 he taught
his first adult education square
dancing class at Detroit's Cody
High School - and he's never
looked back.
Though he continued teaching dance and physical education courses until his retirement from Thurston High
School, Peterson's interest in
calling for square dances only
grew.
He began taking groups of
square dancers to Europe, to
tour various countries and to
perform.

He worked for Holland
America Dance Cruises in
Alaska, the Panama Canal and
the Caribbean. Peterson combined his love of square dancing and line dancing with traveling.
He did the festival circuit
and spent weekends or full
weeks on square dance trips,
or working with dance teams.
"Square dance people are
nice people," he said. "They're
informal, relaxed type of people. It's been a great activity."
When asked if he ever imagined his career would take this
turn, he said no: "I thought I
was going to be a school principal."
Cathi Peterson accompanied
her husband on many of those
trips.
"It's been a really wonderful
ride," she said. "We've done a
lot of traveling. Mainly, it's
been his career."

2 more men charged in holdups
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

A Westland teenager has
been bound over for trial in
Wayne County Circuit Court
after waiving a preliminary
examination on charges he
robbed two pizza delivery
workers.
Christopher Lee Allen, 19,
will be arraigned Sept. 29 on
two counts of armed robbery
and two counts of felony
firearm in connection with
robberies Aug. 23 at the
Ravencrest Condominiums
and Aug. 29 in the 400 area of
Farmington.
Charges were amended during Thursday's hearing to
include the firearms charges
after police recovered the
weapon — a .45-caliber Colt
semiautomatic pistol — from
the home of brother of a second defendant, Daniel Garret
ofWestland.
According to Sgt. David
Heater, the firearm charges
were added after officers deter-

Charges were amended
during Thursday's hearing
to include the firearms
charges after police
recovered the weapon.

mined that the weapon used
was not a toy gun as they were
led to believe. He added that
the gun was reported stolen
following the break-in of a
home in Westland.
If convicted, Allen could face
penalties ranging up to life in
prison on the robbery charges3
and mandatory two-year sentence on the firearms charge.
Garrett, 21, accused of driving the getaway car, was
arraigned Thursday afternoon
before Judge C. Charles Bokos
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Bid

The event next weekend is
meant to celebrate the dancers,
many of whom are longtime
friends.
Cathi Peterson said:
"Without the dancers, you
can't do much."
She said some groups of people who met through square

dancing have remained friends;
for 25-30 years.
"We're looking forward to
seeing friends," she said, "even
if they're not dancing."
For more information about
the event call (248) 668-9494.•'*
scasola@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 9 5 3 - 2 0 5 4 "

"•SSF*

September 16th-17th-18th
(Rain Days September 24rd-24th-25th)

Oivr ParKituj lot will be jammed
M l with thousands of treasures!
3 5 3 2 3 Plymouth Road • Livonia
734-513-2577
Mon.-Sat. 10-8; Sun. 11-6
www.townpeddler.com

smason@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2112

F U R N I T U R E S T O R E

Bill Peterson shows some memorabilia - including the original class list from •
the first square dancing class he taught at Cody High School in 1956. He's
hosting a free dance Sunday, Sept. 18, in Livonia.

Fwi!

on one count each of armed
robbery and felony firearm. A
not guilty plea was entered in
his court file. He is being held
in the Wayne County jail in
lieu of $250,000 bond.
He also faces a charge of
misuse of a communications
device, a 90-day misdemeanor,
and a seat belt charge, a civil
infraction.
Brandon Myers, 19, of
Canton also was arraigned on
one count each of armed robbery and felony firearm, stemming from the Ravencrest
holdup. He is being held in the
Wayne County Jail in lieu of a
$500,000 cash bond. A not
guilty plea was entered in his
court file.
Both men will be in court
Thursday for a preliminary
hearing on the charges.
In the Ravencrest incident,
the delivery driver was relieved
of $21, far less than the more
than $60 order the trio had
placed.

UP TO

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER j STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER-

PRICES

3 0 0 0 0 PLYMOUTH RD.
PLYMOUTH AT M1DDLEBELT RD.

CENTURY
HENREDON
LEXINGTON
VENTURE

ROYAL PATINA
SWAIM
VANGUARD
CASA STRADIVARI

El

NO INTEREST
NO PAYMENTS^
FOR 12 MONTHS!
UMITBD TIME OFFSR

^=»r

H

$Jtt<t PURCHASE 8. UP

Delivery available only In certain areas. Fees may vary.

•12 months o f f e r - - S A C no interest, no payments "On your BIG LOTS credit card, subject to Credit approval. If balance on these purchases is paid in full before the expiration of the 12 months promotional period and your Account is kept current, accrued Finance Charges vyiii riot b e *
imposed on these purchases. If balance on these purchases ts not paid In full, Finance Charges will be assessed from the purchase date at the variable Standard Rate APR of Prime Rate + 14.73 percentage points (22.9% as of 08/22/05). For Accounts not kept current, the promotiort .
will be cancelled, and the variable Default Rate APR of Prime Rate + 18.73 percentage points (26.9% as of 08/22/05) will be applied to all balances on your Account and standard monthly payments will apply. Standard Minimum 22.9% APR. Default Minim urn 26.9% APR. M i n i m u m * .
Finance Charge $2.00. Certain rules apply to the allocation of payments and Finance Charges on your promotfonat purchase if ydu make more than one purchase on your BIG LOTS credit card. Call 1-888-367-4310 or review yoiir cardholder agreement for information. NO R A I N C H E C K S ^
PRICEHOLDS. DISCOUNTS OR COUffONS HONORED. QUANTITIES LIMITED.
oswaesMB*

-J

(W)

wwwAometownlife.com

Observer & Eccentric | Sunday, September 11,2005

Suspect sought in pizza store robbery
Armed robbery

Westland Police are looking
for a man in his 40s who is
suspected of robbing Hungry
Howie's Pizza on Ann Arbor
Trail on Sept. 5.
An 18-year-old employee
told police he had just punched
out of work when the suspect
entered the store and asked for
a small pizza. Unable to place
an order, he had his older
brother, who also works there,
to help the man. When his
brother told the suspect the
total would be $6.23, the man
pulled a handgun from the
waistband of his pants and
demanded "all the cash in the
cash register."
The suspect took all of the
cash, checks and credit card
receipts and fled the store on
foot. Westland Police Dog
Drago was able to track the
suspect to a parking lot in the
northeast area of the
Hawthorne Club Apartments,
where he lost the scent.
The teen's brother told police
he was able to push the holdup
alarm button when the suspect
pulled out the handgun.
A third employee, also working in the rear of the business,
told police that he went up
front when he heard the
buzzer, saw the suspect and
then returned to what he was
doing. It was only when the
teen locked the rear door that
he found out about the robbery.
The brothers described the
suspect as a white male,
around 40 years old, who
stood 5 feet, 10 inches tall. He
had a shaggy beard, long light
brown hair and dirty hands.
I l l e g a l dumping

A 52-year-old Westland man
believes some of his personal
items found dumped behind

CRIME WATCH
My Lady Florist on South
Wayne Road may have been
put there by the company that
now owns his former home.
On Sept. 6, the shop's owner
complained to police that several people had been dumping
garbage in the alley behind the
business. Police questioned
that man after finding a trophy, several photographs and
some clothing in the alley.
The man said he had lost his
home on Florane to the bank
and had recently moved out.
He added that the company
that now owned the home or
an eviction company may be
responsible for the dumping.
Police officers checked the
home and found several items
strewn on the front lawn, leading them to believe that the
man had been evicted.
Break-in

A 49-year-old man is will
stand trial on a charge of
breaking into an occupied
home in May.
Jerry Templeton Jr. is being
held in Wayne County Jail in
lieu of a $50,000 cash bond
after waiving his right to a preliminary hearing on a charge of
home invasion first degree.
Templeton, who was arrested Aug. 30 in Detroit by
Michigan State Police, is
accused of breaking into the
Westland home of his nephew
while the latter's girlfriend was
asleep in a bedroom and taking
$200 from a box in a dresser
in another room.
The woman told police she
was awakened by the' man
entering the bedroom. He said
he was looking for his nephew
and another relative who also
lived at the home. When told

they weren't home, he left
through the front door.
The woman checked the
home and found a kitchen
window with the locks broken
and footprints on the counter.
Bricks also were found stacked
up under the window on the
outside.
According to the police, the
nephew called his father who
talked to the suspect and was
told that he had gone to the
home to pay the younger man
$40 that he owed him and that
he had entered the house
through an open front door.
He claimed he had left the
money on the kitchen table,
but no money was found by the
girlfriend.

Break-in
Westland Police have arrested an 18-year-old Westland
man in connection with the
Sept. 6 break-in of a home on
Oakwood Lane,
Police arrested the teen after
stopping him while he was
walking in front of a neighbor's
home. He told police he had
been knocking on doors looking for someone, but was
unable to provide police with
an address or working telephone number.
They had been called to the
home around 10:30 p.m. by
the owner who came home
from bowling to find the basement light on and the back
door in the garage open and
still swinging.
The homeowner also found
that the front door had been
kicked in and several rooms
had been searched, including
the basement, and the refrigerator.
The suspect apparently fled
the house as the owner pulled
in, but not before leaving a
note of apology written with

red marker in the refrigerator
door.
The homeowner found a
Bose radio on the ground by
the back door in the garage,
and the police discovered a bag
in the *back yard that contained
socks, liquor, steak sauce and
other miscellaneous items.
The teen, who also was
intoxicated, was arrested for
breaking into the home as well
as being a minor in possession
of alcohol and held on a criminal bench warrant out of 18th
District Court.
Counterfeit money

A 20-year-old Westland was
arrested Sept. 4 after trying to
pay for an order at Burger
King. An employee spotted the
phony bill and was able to keep
the young man at the counter
while summoning the police.
The man said a friend had
given him the $100 bill. She
had planned to use it to buy
back her stolen cell phone
from an Inkster man.
When questioned by police,
the woman denied giving the
young man the bill or plans to
use it to get her cell phone
back.
Two other people who had
come with the suspect to
Burger King, said they were
headed home when the suspect
asked them to stop so he could
get something to eat. He
ordered two five-piece
McNuggets. When confronted
about the $100 bill, he used a
$20 bill.
The suspect also faces a
charge of drug possession after
police found 32 Zoloft pills and
one Vicodin pill in a prescription vial labeled as Alproazan
and made out to a different
individual.

Huron Valley Girl Scout Council receives grants
The Girl Scouts of the Huron
Valley Council is on the receiving end of three grants that
will help meet the needs of disabled and low-income girls.
The council, which serves
every one infivegirls living in
western Wayne, Livingston,
Monroe, Washtenaw and
Oakland counties, received a
$7,000 grant from the Ronald
McDonald House Charities of
Southeastern Michigan.
The grant will be used to
purchase of a motorized cart to
provide girls with physical
challenges transportation
around Camp Linden.
With this additional cart
girls with disabilities will be
able to move easily between
outdoor activities at the camp's

400-acre facility.
"Through the grant from the
Ronald McDonald House we
can continue to provide programs that are rewarding for
girls with physical challenges,
focusing on their capabilities
instead of their disabilities,"
said Gail Scott, Huron Valley
Council chief executive officer.
Kiwanis Club of Ann Arbor
awarded a $4,000 grant to the
council to send 24 low-income
girls to summer day camp or
overnight camp.
Every summer the Girl
Scouts provides financial assistance to girls who want to go to
camp.
"Thanks to the support of
the Kiwanis Club, the grant
money will help us to reach out

to more girls that are less fortunate, and provide them with
a priceless camping experience," said Scott.
She added that the Huron
Valley council is committed to
providing a safe atmosphere
for girls to explore new and
exciting things, learn about
themselves and others, and
become a member of a community that values diversity.
Camping helps them gain
substantial skills that will last a
lifetime, she said.
The Rotary Club of Ann
Arbor also gave the council
$2,000 to support the council's
Project Prevention program.
The program reaches out to
lower income girls who explore
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Girl Scouting.
Project Prevention offers a
number of programs that
instill morals and values.
Girls will learn skills that
include understanding and
appreciating diversity of others, develop the ability to make
positive decisions based on
their values, and gain knowledge of how to become leaders
in their communities.
"The Rotary Club grant,
supporting Project Prevention,
will assist Huron Valley in our
continued efforts to provide
programming to girls who may
not otherwise have an opportunity to participate in Girl
Scouting," said Scott.
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Forum Fitness Center
celebrates re-opening
It has a new name and a
renewed focus, and now the
Forum Fitness Center is having
a grand re-opening celebration.
Originally known as the
Forum Health Spa, the facility
change hands on Feb. 14,
exactly 24 years to the day that
it had opened. The new owners
are Tom and Rebecca Bertha
and Jeff and Laurie Sullivan.
The grand re-opening celebration will be Monday
through Saturday at the center
at on Ford at Wildwood in
Westland.
The Forum Fitness Center is
attached to the Coliseum
Racquet Club and offers traditional strength training equip-

Senate passes Student
Safety Initiative plan
Sex offenders would be
stopped from working in
schools under legislation that
passed the Michigan Senate
last week.
The Senate approved parts of
the Student Safety Initiative.
Senate-sponsored bills in the
package were passed earlier
and are before the House of
Representatives for consideration.
Sponsored by Sen. Laura
Toy, R-Livonia, Senate Bill 617
will create Student Safety
Zones by prohibiting convicted
sex offenders from living,
working or loitering within
1,000 feet of a school.
"Children are Michigan's
most vulnerable residents," Toy
said. "We need to help make
sure that they are safe when
they go to school everyday. Our
children deserve to be safe
while they're learning at
school."
The Student Safety Initiative
includes:
• Requiring background
checks on all paid school and
day-care center employees and
prohibiting anyone with, a sex
offense from being employed;

B
Blanche Ward Bell
Bell, 80, formerly of Birmingham, died
Aug. 17.
D
Mary Dannemiller Ditz
Ditz, 79, formerly of Bioomfield
Township, died Aug. 26.
E
Glenn Robert Etherton
Ethertort, 62, formerly of Westland,
died Sept. 5.
G
Robert Gillman
Gillman, 70, formerly of Ypsilanti, died
Aug. 21.
Barbara Glass
Glass, 61, of Plymouth, died Sept. 8.
K
Vera Komoltowlcz
Kompoitowicz, of Westland, died Sept.
6.
M
Lowell "Tom" Thomas Miller It
Miller, 35, of Monroe, died Aug. 31
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• Revoking teaching certification for convicted sex offenders.
• Requiring all school
employees to self-report any
criminal charge to their school
district and to the Department
of Education.
"Parents should have every
assurance that the schools
where they send their children
are the safest possible places,"
said Senate Majority Leader
Ken Sikkema, R-Wyoming.
"No predator belongs in our
schools, in our daycare centers
or, anywhere near our children.
The work we did today will
help give parents some muchneeded peace of mind"
The Student Safety Initiative
is a bicameral effort that comes
on the heels of a series of
reports showing repeated cases
of sex offenders being allowed
access to children in Michigan
schools.
At least 35 Michigan school
employees, a majority of whom
are teachers, have been
charged or convicted of sexual >
misconduct in recent months,
according to recent news
reports.

For the Record appears in every
edition of the Observers Eccentric
Newspapers.
Complete paid obituaries can be
found inside today's Community Life
section in Passages on page C4.

Edward Allen "Eddie" Sawicki
Sawicki, 23, of Albion, died Aug. 16.
Philip V. Sheffield
Sheffield, 46, of Clarkstoh, died Aug.
31.
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just east of 1-275
Westland
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1 mile west of 1-94, exit 172
Ann Arbor

CITY OF GARDEN CITY
ASPHALT ROAD PROJECT
The contractor is scheduled to begin doing base repairs on
Thursday, 9/8/05. Work will.begin on Leona & move north, between
Merriman & Hubbard, up to Pardo. The project should take 7-10,
12 hour days. This should have minimal impact on residents/traffic
flow.
Publish; September 11,2005
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ment and cardiovascular >
machines. There's also an
indoor track, heated lap pool,
large hot tub, steam rooms, dry
saunas and massage.
In addition to a complete
karate program, the list of
group cardio/toning classes is
growing and now includes cardio kickboxing, Pilates, Salsa
Cardio, and Spinning.
The center is open 5 a.m. to
11 p.m. Monday through
Friday, 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday and 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Sunday.
For more information, call
the center at (734) 729-7000
or visit the its Web site at
ww.ForumFitnessCenter.com.
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AROUND WESTLAND
Food drive
Skateland West, 37550
Cherry Hill, will have a canned
food drive to help local families
in need this upcoming holiday
season. The food drive will
start Sunday, Sept. 11, and continue every Sunday through
December during Skateland's
1:30-3:30 p.m. skating session.
Every skater who brings a
canned good will get in for $1,
compared to regular admission
of $3.50. Skate rental and
inline rental are separate. All
canned goods will be donated
to The Salvation Army,
Call (734) 326-2802.

Stanley Cup help
Four-time Stanley Cup
champion, a n d former Detroit
Red Wing, Johnny Wilson will
have the Stanley Cup at
Westland Mall for two hours
Tuesday to raise money to b e
used to help survivors of
Hurricane Katrina.
Fans can get their picture
taken with the Cup for $10 per
photo from 1-3 p.m. Tuesday,
Sept. 13. Photos will be
processed on t h e spot, so fans
can take their pictures home
immediately. No personal cameras or photos will be allowed
due to time constraints. All
proceeds from t h e photos will
go directly to t h e Salvation
Army to help t h e hurricane victims. A Salvation Army volunteer will be'on h a n d t o accept
donations.
Westland Mall is located at
35000 Warren at Wayne Road
in Westland. For more information, call (734) 425-5001.

Readiness program
The YWCA of Western
Wayne County is offering a n
alternative to regular preschool
programs for children.
Parents can register their
four-year-old children now for
the YWCA's Michigan School
Readiness Program in
Westland.
The School Readiness
Program is a home-based preschool program, consisting of
30 weekly home visits, plus
monthly center visits and field
trips.
During home visits, a certified teacher comes to the home
to work with t h e child.
Children get one-on-one attention from a teacher, plus the
socialization experiences of a
classroom during the monthly
visitations and field trips.
During the monthly center
visits, there is a parent meeting
in which different parenting

topics are discussed. Many
times there are guest speakers
who offer expertise on many
different topics.
The program is free for all
participants, b u t children must
meet eligibility criteria.
Children enrolled in t h e program must turn four years old
by Dec. 1. For more information about t h e YWCA
Michigan School Readiness
Program or any other YWCA
program, call (313) 561-4110.

Football signups
Michigan Athletic Youth
Association, CL3 Promotions,
Brooke Insurance Agency and
Wayne-Ford Civic League have
partnered to bring to t h e community NFL Youth Flag
Football, t h e national program,
which will give participants a
chance to travel t o Orlando,
Fla,, t o play in t h e national
tournament at t h e Walt Disney
World Sports Complex.
There are four divisions in
each league - co-ed 6-8 years,
co-ed 9-11 years, girls 12-14
years and boys 12-14. Each
division has 32 teams with 10
players per team.
The cost is $75 per participant and $65 for each additional family member. For previous Wayne-Ford Civic
League participants, t h e discounted price is $ 6 0 per participant and $55 for each additional family member.
Register at Wayne-Ford
Civic League by appointment,
pay online by visiting
www.cl3promotions.com and
click on N F L Youth Flag
Football link, or by mail send
to P.O. Box 87386 Canton, M I
48187.
For more information, call
Leon Carter at (734) 231-7110,
Richard White at (734) 5168469 or Vic Barra and Terri at
(734) 728-5010.

Craft show tables
Table rental is available at
the cost of $ 2 0 for the annual
St. Theodore Confraternity of
Christian Women's craft show
Saturday, Oct. 22.
The show will b e 9 a.m. t o 3
p.m. in the Parish Social Hall,
8200 Wayne Road, Westland.
Call Mary at (734) 425-4421
(voice mail* 10) to reserve a
table.

Theater auditions

The show is a musical, so
participants should be prepared to sing and read and be
dressed to do some movement.
The production needs adult
men and women ages 17-72,
boys ages 7-15 and girls ages 618.
Show dates are Dec. 9-11. For
more information, call (734)
728-4107 or by e-mail at
inspiredtheatre05 @yahoo.com

Stars tryouts
The Westland Stars Cheer
and Dance team will hold clinics 6-8:30 p.m. Thursday, Sept.
15 and 22, in the multipurpose
room on t h e Bailey Center on
Ford behind the Westland City
Hall.
The clinics will be held in
advance of tryouts 6-8:30 p.m.
Thursday, Sept. 2 9 . Everything
needed to try out for the team
will be taught at t h e clinics.
The program costs $ 5 per
class or $25 per month.
Coaches are Wayne-Westland
school teacher Toni Lay, a former cheerleader with 22 years
of coaching experience; Keri
Morton, a former high school
and college cheerleader, and
Jillian Wehrheim, a Junior
Olympic champion dancer and
high school cheerleader.
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Nominations are being
accepted for the YWCA of
Western Wayne County's 2 0 0 5
Women of Achievement
Awards.
The awards recognize outKids interested in the prostanding women throughout
gram should come dressed t o
western Wayne Count yin the
work out - no jeans - and
categories of arts/communicabring water (no p o p or food).
tions, business/industry, govFor more information call:
ernment/law, professions, sen734-722-7620.
ior woman, volunteer service
and young woman.
To nominate an outstanding
Local veteran organizations
woman you know, call t h e
will host a program in front of
YWCA Women of Achievement
Westland City Hall at 6 p.m. o n Department at (313) 561-4110.
Friday, Sept. 16, in observance
Deadline for nominations is
of National POW/MIA
Sept. 30.
Recognition Day.
Nominees will be honored at
The names of all Michigan
the 14th Annual Women of
service m e n and women who
Achievement Awards
have lost their lives in the Iraq
Luncheon Oct. 27 at the
and Afghanistan conflicts will
Dearborn Inn.
b e read in remembrance of
The program begins at 11
their sacrifice for our country.
. a.m. with a silent auction, a
new portion of the luncheon.
The awards presentation *
Bruce Kaufman, the presibegins at noon.
dent of Supplemental Health
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Inspired Theatre is holding
open auditions for A Christmas
Carol at 7 p.m. Sept. 12-13 at
Genesis Center, 35248 Palmer
Road, Westland.

"Call to Schedule
Quitar, Bass fir
Drum Lessons"

Benefits Agency, a n d Stacy
Smith, consultant pharmacist
with Specialized Pharmacy
Services, will speak about
Medicare P a r t D i n a program
offered by Westland
Convalescent Center on
Thursday, Sept. 22.
The topics answer such
questions as what is Medicare
Part D, who is eligible, how can
seniors can save u p to 75 percent or more on prescription
drug medications and when
can seniors start using this
program.
Participants also will learn
how the federal government
subsidy will eliminate monthly
premium payments and what
EPIC is and how will it affect
their income.
The program will be 2:304:00 p.m. at the convalescent
center, 6137 W. Warren,
between Wayne and Central
City Parkway in Westland.
People interested in attending can call Judy Bianchi at
(734) 728-6100 t o sign up.
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High School, got help and was
able to build the carts in one
day. He did do a few small follow-ups to take care of small
details like filling nail holes. He
also got help from his mother,
sister Traci and his mother's
friend who made the covers
that go over the wagons.
"He had me do a lot," said
Marci. "He had me season 12
Dutch ovens."
Traci is working on earning
the Young Woman's
Recognition Award through a
program set up by the church.
She must do a 10-hour project
in seven different areas. Lately,
she's been making a lot of baby
quilts.
"It's more involved," said
Marci. "The church set up the
program and they have to follow it."
Best also has three brothers
- Michael is a Bear Scout,
Russell starts Cub Scouts next
year, and Jacob is working on
his Life Scout rank on his way
to becoming an Eagle Scout.
With his Eagle rank and his
first palm in hamL he's looking
to the future and a continued
involvement in Scouting.
"I'll probably help more of
the younger kids who are just
getting started," he said. "I've
got it done now and I'm happy."
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Best, 16, has been a member
of the troop since he was 12
years old. He earned 21 merit
badges, of which 11-12 are
required for the Eagle award,
and by the time he received the
honor he had 24 badges. He
now has earned and additional
five merit badges, enough to
receive a bronze palm which
complements the award.
For his community service
project, he had one idea ~ keep
it simple. So he decided to
build two 5-foot~by-4~foot
handcarts for his church.
"It wasn't really hard," he
said. "We already had the
design and the church bought
all of the materials. The wheels
came from a Mennonite settlement in Pennsylvania."
According to Best, the handcarts will be used by church
youth who every four years do
a re-enactment of the trek their
"ancestors made when they
were forced out of town" in the
1800s.
The carts are about two feet
in depth and are used by the
teens to haul everything they
need for the three days. Four
'yfiars ago, the youth made their
first trek, using 10 handcarts,
at Cole Canoe Base north of the
Detroit metropolitan area.
Sest, a junior at Garden City

New year, new faces
1st-year teachers find flowers, familiar faces on their 1st day
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

What a difference a week
makes for Sue Barill of
Livonia and Marlene Luttrell
of Westland.
Last Thursday, the two
women were looking for
jobs, this Thursday, they've
gone back to school... as
teachers.
"I was just hired on Friday
after I interviewed on
Thursday," said Luttrell, a
second-grade teacher at
Lathers Elementary School.
"I have four kids at home and
they all wanted to come'and
help me decorate my classroom."
It's the same story for
Barill, who found out Friday
she would be teaching fifthgrade at Lathers.
"I was shocked but so
thrilled," she said. "I'm happy
to be in this district."
"They're just a natural fit
with the staff," said Principal
Susan Ford. "We're fortunate
to have such very good teachers."
The school bell rang
Thursday for the teachers
and students in the Garden
City Public Schools and by 10
a.m.
Luttrell had already cut
her water bottle in half to
make a vase for flowers. One
student had brought her a
bouquet and another, Joey
Catton, had gathered up
wildflowers for her during
recess.
While Luttrell's a new
teacher at the school, she's
not new to it. She did her
student teaching there in the
fall of 2004, working with
Charis Cunningham and her
first-graders, and was a substitute teacher.
"It was neat to be in
Charis's class and then come
back as a substitute," she
said. "This is such a loving
community. They welcomed
me with open arms, treated

smason@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2112

The plan also could lead to
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left-turn traffic arrows in

: Officials hope that such a
project could help boost the
local economy and possibly
create newjobs by improving
access to local businesses,
including an industrial park
southeast of Cherry Hill and
Newburgh.
The plan also could lead to
left -turn traffic arrows in both
tirections on Cherry Hill at
Newburgh.
Thompson said the project,
as well as the widening of
Cherry Hill to beyond the city
limit to Haggerty, is a priority
of Mayor Sandra Cicirelli.
Earlier this year, she stated
that county officials have indicated that, if the city helps out
with the project, they \ all move

both directions on Cherry

wivw-hometownlife.com

Hill at Newburgh.
it higher on the priority list.
A lot of road work has
already been done in the area.
An railroad bridge was constructed across Newburgh and
the road was widen to five
lanes from Ford to Glenwood
in two separate projects.
The Newburgh-Palmer intersection also was realigned to
help ease east-west traffic congestion, and Palmer Road was
widened to three lanes between
Edwin and John Hix Road.
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TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Lathers E l e m e n t a r y second-grader, a n d a n e w student, Bryanna Flowers gets a push f r o m h e r t e a c h e r M a r l e n e
Luttrell on t h e first d a y of school. I t w a s also a first d a y f o r Luttrell w h o w a s hired by t h e G a r d e n City schools
last Friday.

me like family."
It took Luttrell 10 years to
get her degree from Eastern
Michigan University in
December. In fact, she calls it
"a family project," fitting in
school around having babies.
"They got to see me graduate and come and see my
classroom," she said. "It was
so exciting."
Luttrell also has seven students in her class who are
new to the school and spent
the morning taking them on
a tour of the building and
having her class do activities
so they could get to know
each other better.
Ford also/had an activity
for new students in first
through iixth grades, inviting them to the school on
Sept. 1 for a scavenger hunt.
The idea was to get them
acquainted with where
'landmarks" like the library,

music room, office and gymnasium.
Twenty-five of the 80 new
students and some parents
showed up.
"We left little clues around
the building like how many
bathrooms are there, the
clues were designed to get
them into the building," Ford
said. "They even had to learn
the name of the secretaries
(Marlene. Pienkowksi and
Marilyn Sterling)."
Barill also is an EMU grad
who did some preteaching
with Lathers' Chris Taylor
last fall before doing her student teaching in the Livonia
district.
The 30-40 hours she spent
with Taylor was a plus. She
already knew some of the
students in her class on
opening day.
"I'm surprised I wasn't
more panicked than I was,"

she said.
She took half as long as
Luttrell to get her degree.
She went to school parttime, waiting until her
youngest son was in school
all day before starting college
full-time.
"I thought it would never
end," she said. "It's such a
thrill to be at Lathers.
Everyone is so nice and just
went overboard getting me
whatever I needed."
She can only speculate why
she was picked for the job. It
could be that she's a mom
with kids who has had more
life experiences, she said.
"I'm not sure what they
were looking for, but it
worked out well for me," she
added.
smason@oe.homecomm.net
(734) 953-2112
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NOW
ANY0N
CAN JOIN!
Anyone living, working
or worshiping in Detroit,
Westland, Southfield or
Lathrup Village.
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Supersized model airplanes to spread wings over Canton
BY CAROL MARSHALL
'
STAFF WRITER

More than 4,000 people will look to the skies
over western Canton and what they'll see is 100
giant scale model airplanes at the 22nd annual
Flying Pilgrims Model Airplane Show.
The planes are not your average radio controlled model planes. They're supersized. With
wingspans of more than 100 inches, they reach
speeds up to 200 miles per hour, according to
Jim Repp of Canton, president of the Flying
Pilgrims model plane club.
"Giant scale means the model must be. at least
a quarter the size of the real aircraft "'he said.
: Most of them weigh between 15 and 50
pounds, andsenginep6;weJ5 ranges from 3-12
horsepower. Th°ey?ve got features which imitate
their fiill-sized counterparts', including
* .
retractable landing gear, flaps and smoke systems.
:>• :••
While the\eyent was developed to generate
newcorners into,the moc|el plane hobby, it has
become anenter^ainiriglveekend for visitors of
the club^25"-ac#4-air field at the northwest corner of Geddes etn<jt Ridge, which features a
paved 400-fo'ot runway.
"Our intention is to generate new interest in
the hobby, as well as provide entertainment to
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Civitans, Jaycees and Dads
Club will participate. The Dads
Club of Westland will be doing
barrel racing on the baseball
fields, while the Westland
Jaycees will be helping families
play a giant game of Yatzhee, as
well as potato sack races and
wacky bowling.
"Probably several of the
zones will be athletic, with one
offering a physical challenge,"
Martin said.
Yet another zone will focus
on animals with the Michigan
Humane Society volunteers
and their Wonder Dogs.
- "We call-them Wonder Dogs
because every dog can be a
wonder dog and every dog
deserves a home," said Maggie
Ouilett, the group's unofficial
coordinator. "That's our message."
The group made its first
appearance three years ago at a
pet adoption fair in Southfield.
The members, who come from
Livonia, the Rochester area,
Wayne and Whitmore Lake,
talk to kids about pet owner-

the casual visitor. This is definitely a family oriented event," Repp said.
The Flying Pilgrims started out in Plymouth
more than 40 years ago. It's now 200 strong,
and is part of the Academy of Model
Aeronautics, a. 150,000-member national
organization.
TJie reason for the hobby's success, Repp said,
is the fact it has broad appeal.
"We have 6- and 7-year-old kids that are
learning to fiy^ahd we have members who are
85 and still flying" he said.
But the giant model planes are not the kind
you start out with when you learn tofly,he said.
.."These are not the models you usually think
of. These are big airplanes. We open the show to
tfee public because these are expert level pilots,"
he said.
Mbst cost between $3,000 and $8,000.
"It's pretty impressive stuff," Repp said.
The show, at the northwest corner of Geddes
and Ridge, will be 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Sept. 17-18.
There is a $5-per-vehicle parking donation, but
the event is free to attend. There will be light
concessions on site. For more information visit
online at www.flyingpilgrims.com, or call Jim
Repp at (248) 941-8731.
Two members of the Flying Pilgrims model airplane club hold up a YAK aircraft, which has a 120-inch wmgspan.
Members of the club include Canton residents Jack Kezlian (on left) and Jim Repp (on right).

cmarshall@oe.homecomm.net 1 (734) 459-2700

ship, bite prevention and animal abuse.
In the crafts area, the Grange
will be coordinating the pumpkin decorating, while the
Westland Historical Village
Park Committee will be helping people with the family
trees.
Martin has been working on
getting grants and expects to
hear back later this month on
several of them, including one
from the Michigan Council for
the Arts to cover Paul's performances. State Farm
Insurance has signed on as a
major sponsor.
As many as 2,500 people
have turned out for Turn Off
the Violence.
It averages 1,500-1,800 people each year.
According to Parks Director
Bob Kosowski, the evening is
"going to be awesome."
"The big thing is that the
Rotary used to do it and,
thankfully, they're getting
involved again," he said. "If we
can get some grants, we really
have a night the kids have
never seen before."
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31210 W. Warren (at nnemman)* Westland
734-522-3357
HOURS: Mon.-Sat. 9 am - 8 pm • Sun. 10-6 pm
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Liparl Domestic

Kowalski Oven Roasted

HAM

SWISS CHEESE

TURKEY

2

USDA GRADE A
Bone-In Split

NY STRIP 6 T E A K S STUFFEP WHOLE FRYERS

$ 9

3

4!

lb.

lb.

CHICKEN BREASTS

SELECT CORN FED BEEF
Boneless Extra Lean Beef

.^

OIN ROAST

$029

$

1

CORN FED BEEF
Boneless - Beef

USPA GRADE A
A Great Dinner Idea

Boneless

USDA GRADE A PORK
Boneless - Fbrk

ENGLISH POT ROAST

We Accept
z^wF- ?
p^]*'
Prices Good Sept. 12th thru Sept. 18th L-r^l U

SELECT CORN FED BEEF

F R O M O U R G O U R M E T DELI
Winter's Brown Sugar

SELECT CORN FED BEEF
Boneless « Beef

E-mail Address: www.bDbsefcanton.com
ThankYou!

v*

lb.

5TEW MEAT

*™.

$

2

Mk
USDA GRADE
A
Rib (Center Cut)

ib.

USDA Choice Beef
Black Angus Ground Beef from1*

ORK CHOPS

UNP STEAKS

.GROUND ROUNP

$149
I

SELECT CORN FED BEEF
Boneless ~ Beef

lb.

LOIN TIP ROAST

$4)59
lb.

GROUND FRESH HOURLY
Ground Beef from

US#1 PRODUCE
Michigan Russetfc
POTATOES
10 # Bag

BANANAS

GROUNP SIRLOIN

Snack Pas
BABY CARROTS
•c
4 pac

"I': $|5»

Family
Fac
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SAT, SEPT 17,
33775 PLYMOUTH ROAD, LIV. • (Just W. ol Farmlngtoh Rd.) • 7 3 4 . 5 2 2 . 4 5 1 5

11AM-3PM

Six Mile & Newhurqfi Roads, Livonia 734-462-1100

ign up on our website www.woodlandlanes.com

MEN'Sf LEAGUES
MON.
WED. •
THURS.
THURS.
FRI.
FRI.

6:25 pm
4:45 pm
6:45 pm
6:00pm
9:15 am
6:40 pm

ST. EDITH'S - 5 to a team
FORD SJP MEN - 5 man teams
THURSDAY NIGHT 5 MAN TEAM
LIVONIA ELKS-4 toateam
MIDNIGHTERS - Night Shift Workers - Ail averages welcome
GRANDALE - needs 2 teams now at 30

L A D I E S
TUESj. •
WED. .
WED.
THURS..
THURS.
THURS1

MON
TUE.

5:00 pm
12:30 pm
1:00 pm
9:15 am
5:00 pm
815 pm

915 pm
4:30 pm
12:45 a.m.
9:30 pm
6:00pm
or 8:30pm
3:30,6:00
or 8:?0 pm
1:00 pm
• 8:30 pm

FRI:
fftl.
SAT.
SUN.
SUN.
SUN.

L E A G U E S

BATH/IAN

f ORD LADIES-4 per team -AH averages welcome
AFTERNOON DELIGHTS - Any average - FREE BABYSITTING
SPAREMAKERS - Any average- 3 per team - FREE BABYSITTING
EARLY BIRDS - Ladies trio
ALLSTATE LADIES TRIO - Early time - Come right from work
LADIES NIGHT OUT - Finish bowling before 11:00 pm!!

V

IT'S ABOUT KEEPING QU8 K!9S SAFE

ODDBALLS - Any average welcome /Any combo of Men or Women
MIXED TRIO - Any combination of Men or Women
MIDNIGHT MIXED - Any combo of 4
MIXED FOURSOME - Lots of Fun
MIXED COUPLES - BOWL EVERY OTHER WEEK!
MIXED LEAGUES - BOWL EVERY OTHER WEEK!
FAMILY FOURSOME - Bowl every other Sunday - two adults/two kids
JAMAICA LEAGUE - Bowl every week - Price includes vacation trip

INDIVIDUALS & TEAMS NEEDED FOR LADIES DAYTIME LEAGUES
MON. 9:30 am • TUE. 9:30 am
- " F * * ! ^
WED. 12-30pm& 1:00pm • THURS. 9:15am .' 0 ^ T I '
-,. ^ *

SENIORS LEAGUES:

Y O U T H LEAGUES;

MON. 12:15 pm& 12:45 pm
TUE. 12:00 pm •THURS. 1:00 pm
FRI. 12:15 pm

4.10 pm» FRI 410 pm
SAT. 9:30 am & 12:00 noon

MON.4:l6pm«FR!.4:10pm
SAT. 9:45 am & 12:00 noon

Bike Helmets,

r B U Y T GAMES aT"
\

I Stranger Danger
t Choking/Poisoning
1 Automobile Safety - ^
I Fire Safety
^
I Bike Safety
'*
& Skateboards
Water Safety
Computer Safety
911 Training

GIVEAWAYS & PRIZES

BUMPER BOWLING:

I

V,

GET 3 GAMES

Mouse

Pads & more!

Supphi« hmiU it to lock o n 'Mild

Meet and Greet Local and State Dignitaries
Sponsored by:

/IflSt8fe«

Care Choices

CHE8H.B0W&BJlSERey

A MEMBER CD-' & B TSINfTY Hli.U.TH
TH*

EXPIRES 10-31-2005

ODtarver g Eccentric
OEOS36797e

©
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Book combines reading and puzzleJan Jones of Plymouth is a language
arts writer whose favorite assignment is
writing 'leveled" readers — stories written to specific grade or reading levels
that help develop reading and language
skills.
One day while working a jigsaw puzzle, it occurred to Jones putting gradelevel stories on jigsaw puzzles would
combine the skills used in solving a jigsaw puzzle (sorting, concentration, and
problem solving) with reading. She reasoned that such puzzles would make
reading a fan, hands-on activity for
kids.
Now Jones'jigsaw puzzles for kids, A
Story Piece by Piece, are available for
kids at three different reading levels for
ages 5-9. In fact, the books are in stock
at The Book Cellar and Cafe at 840 W.
Ann Arbor Trail in Plymouth.
"It was a long process," Jones said. "I
had tofigureout how to make the stories work with the illustrations. I added
questions to the puzzles that require
the reader to use reading skills in order
to get the correct answers. To build language and writing skills, I gave each
story a playful emphasis on a language

feature such as onomatopoeia, homophones, multiple-meaning words, and
soon."
Because stories have a beginning,
middle and end, Jones put numbers on
the backs of the puzzle pieces to identify each piece as belonging to a puzzle
section. Thus the puzzles can be
worked in sections to reveal the story
and illustration in the correct reading
order.
Jones uses humor and high-interest
topics to hold young readers' attention.
For example, one level-two puzzle for
children ages 7-8, titled WillMerry
MaryMam/Fbegins: "Lady Mary, very
hairy, how does your hair grow so long?
When I laugh or smile, it grows a mile.
I'm so merry it grows on and on."
The art on the puzzle shows merry
Mary and her wild red hair, spreading
out in all directions, choking the village
streets, winding itself around the villagers, and scaling the mountains in
the distance. The reader also sees Sir
Harry who wants to marry the merry
Lady Mary, but he does not have a
house big enough for all her hair. Mary
solves the problem when she cuts her

hair and they open a wig shop.
Other puzzle stories include science
topics, such as a humorous look at
dressing for the weather (Level 1 for
ages 5-6) and the story of two classmates who think they are talking to
owls but are really hooting to each
other, much to the amusement of the
owls in the woods (Level 3 for ages 89).
Jones hired local artists to create
original art for the puzzles. She tested
the puzzles in a school, at learning centers, and on parents and kids.
"The results were better than I hoped
for," Jones said. "Kids loved the puzzles.
Teachers reported that the puzzles are
fun and a useful reading tool. Parents
saw the value in the puzzles and wanted them for their kids."
Input from everyone went into the
final designs. Ideas for parents and
teachers on how to use the puzzles and
free teacher guides for each puzzle can
be found on-line at astorypiecebypiece.com or puzzles can be purchased
from the Web site. Schools can buy
puzzles at a discount by calling (734)
451-1520.
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Plymouth author Jan Jones puts grade-level stories on jigsaw puzzles to combine the skills
used in solving a jigsaw puzzle (sorting, concentration, and problem solving) with reading,
reasoning that such puzzles would make reading a fun, hands-on activity for kids.

CL1N1QUE
BONUS TIME
Free!
Autumn Essentials
A $50 value, free with your Clinique purchase of $21.50 or more.

Now through September 24ih
-*>

A

Cosmetics Bag

uxe-size Take The Day Off MakeRemover Far; Lids, Lashes & Lips

\ I ' V Clinique
Eye Palette
with four
shades of
Colour Surge
Eye Shadow

Colour Surge
Bare Brilliance
Lipstick in
Waterviolet

Clinique
Happy To
Be Perfume
Spray

NEW Colour
Surge
Impossibly
Glossy in
Prettiest Pink
with Clinique
Signature

Key Chain
Quantities are limited. One Bonus to a customer, please, per event.
While supplies last. Allergy tested. 100% Fragrance Free.
(With the exception of Clinique Fragrance products.)

VON MAUK
Laurel Park Place
734/432-6949

The Sporting Lands Alliance
will hold a fund-raiser on
Monday, Sept. 19, at the Royal
Park Hotel in Rochester to raise
money to help educate the public about preserving land for
recreation in fast-growing ~
southeastern Michigan.
"Every day we loose lands to
development that could be used
for bicycling, hunting, fishing or
hiking," said Bill Vandercook,
executive director of the
Sporting Lands Alliance.
"We're not anti-development,
we're just for smart growth," he
said. "Our mission is to work
with developers and property
owners to set aside lands that
can benefit all of us."
The money raised at the benefit dinner and auction will go to
support educational programs.
"We're trying to educate kids
about outdoor activities. Our
focus is on the family," he said.
Access to recreational lands
has taken on an added importance in the light of new studies
that show many young people
have weight problems.
Outdoors activities are one way
that parents can teach their children how to get away from the
television set and computer and
get some exercise outdoors.
The cost of the fund-raiser is
$80 for adults, $150 a couple,
and $50 for children under 18.
To purchase a ticket ahead of
time, contact the Sporting
Lands Alliance at 248-601-1241.
Information is also available at
the group's web site, www.sportinglandsalliance.org.
The fund-raiser will feature an
auction, with items such as a
hunting trip to South Africa and

a week at a North Carolina
ocean front home.
The main mission of the
Rochester-based alliance is to
educate landowners about the
importance of open space
preservation and to encourage
them to take steps to preserve
their property. While the
alliance home ground is
Oakland and Lapeer counties, it
is also working with other land
conservation groups in the state
to help preserve open lands. It
also works with local, state and ,
federal agencies.
'We're trying to focus on the
fragmentation of open space by
promoting alternative development methods," Vandercook
said. "We want to find alternatives for landowners."
The alliance monitors local
ordinances, policies and legislation that affect open space
preservation.
As part of its mission, the
alliance hosts horse backriding,
fishing events, cross-county ski ;
outings and clay, skeet and trap
shooting events for families.
"Our theory is to get families
outdoors engaging in fun
events," Vandercook said.
The alliance draws its board
members from a cross section of
communities. They are; Frank
Rewold, Keith McCormick, Tom:
McNulty, Chuck Buzzy, Jerry
Carvey, Jim Smithers, Henry [
Gleisner, Charlie Marin,
NikkiReynolds, Kim Bosetti,
John Fleming, Ken Matheis
;
Sr.and Jeff Counts.
Contact Bill Vandercook,
executive director, at 248-601- \
1241. His e-mail address is
'
bill@sportinglandsalliance.org. ;

County board commits
$1 million for evacuees
The Wayne County .
Commission Thursday passed
an ordinance that will commit
$1 million in funding to provide housing, food, clothing,
crisis counseling and employment assistance for victims of
Katrina who choose to relocate to Wayne County.
"As a government agency, we
have an obligation and responsibility to respond to this natural disaster and support our
fellow Americans whose lives
have been turned upside
down," said Commissioner
Bernard Parker, who chairs the
Commission's Ways & Means
Committee.
The $1 million will be taken
from appropriations within the
04-05 budget, and will be held
for use by various county agencies to assist the victims. It is
anticipated that the county will
be reimbursed when the various agencies receive appropriations from the Federal
Emergency Management
Agency.
Commissioner Parker also
sponsored a resolution that
supports the Wayne County

Executive and Wayne County
Sheriff in providing all means >'
to help restore New Orleans \
and provide aid to displaced
persons who come to Wayne ;
County. ,
The resolution requests that >.
President George Bush and
'
Congress provide adequate
;
resources to house, feed and
educate Katrina victims, and
also provide a federal jobs program for these victims.
"The County of Wayne can
not in good conscience follow
the federal example in its
response the worst national
disaster tragedy in American
history," Commissioner Parker
said.
Commissioner Parker said
the federal government's
'.
response to Katrina, in which ;
most of the victims were poor
and black, was in stark contrast
to how it responded in 2004 '
when Hurricanes Charley,
Frances and Ivan struck
Florida.
"Florida is where President
Bush's brother is governor and '
is where most of the victims ;
were rich, retired and white." :
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Emergency preparedness 101:
All levels of government
need to learn from Katrina Prepare for the worst scenario
our years ago on this date, a reporter
rushed breathlessly into the office.

F

She said, "Quick, turn on the TV, something terrible has happened. An airliner has
accidentally gone off course and hit the
World Trade Center."
We gathered around the small editorial
department TV and watched the image of
smoke billowing from the giant north building, wondering how any airline pilot could
get so off course in New York City.
Then before our eyes, another plane sailed
into the WTC's south tower erupting into a
burst offire.This was no accident.
We have been living with
__ _^ ^ e c o n s e q u e n c e s of that
1
\ I day for four years increased security checks,
^ restrictions on civil liber«J ties, military action in
J S Afghanistan, a war in Iraq
**^S and, we had presumed,
improved planning to handle national emergencies.
Hugh
Now on the anniversary
I
Gallagher of that tragic event, we are
experiencing another
national tragedy, more far
reaching and devastating. But Hurricane
Katrina is not the act of terrorists but a terrifying act of nature.
Hurricanes are recurring tragedies along
our Atlantic and Gulf shores. Last year,
Florida was hit by three major storms in succession. Mississippi, Louisiana and Texas are
often battered by storms. Yet, Katrina has
beat them all. It has taken down and totally
evacuated a large American city, a city known
far and wide for its music, food and Big Easy
attitude. While New Orleans fought the
storm's backlash that broke three levees, the
major force of the storm also bullied through
coastal Mississippi and Alabama, literally
destroying whole towns.
A natural disaster gave way to a human
calamity. While thousands were stranded by
flood waters without food, water, medicine or
transportation out, the city of New Orleans
descended into anarchy with looters, snipers
and rampaging gangs doing their worst. A
city already known for poverty and violence
became immensely poorer and more violent.
Government response was extremely slow
and inadequate. At every level, government
failed to do what it is supposed to do.
It is important for us to really learn
from this disaster what government is
supposed to do and who needs to take
responsibility. We don't get hurricanes but
we do get tornados, floods, extensive forest fires and blizzards. We need to know
that the federal government will respond
quickly and adequately. We need to know

that our security will be protected.
The Federal Emergency Management
Agency has taken the brunt of criticism in
Katrina's tragic aftermath. Though clearly
New Orleans and Louisiana relied too much
on the federal response and needed to have
an evacuation and police protection plan in
place, the federal government is primarily
responsible for coordination in these kind of
emergencies.
Rapper Kanye West in a burst of unthinking outrage said on national television that
New Orleans didn't get help because,
"President Bush doesn't care about black
people." That's an unfair charge and not supported by what happened.
The Bush Administration has concerns
about the role of the federal government.
FEMA didn't act quickly enough for a variety of reasons, including its reorganization
and subordination to the Homeland Security
Department. No one seemed to know who
was supposed to coordinate response. Bush's
error was in not following through on his
declaration of a disaster, despite warnings
that even as the brunt of the wind bypassed
New Orleans, the chance of a major flood
existed.
Now we have a round of media-fueled
finger pointing. While most attention is
on the failure of FEMA, Republican congressional leaders and GOP-friendly
media have been making a case against
New Orleans and Louisiana officials
(Democrats). But the president's initial
reaction that the federal government had
failed was the correct response, and everything after has been politics. Ironically
arguments about a state failure reinforces
the need for federal authority.
U.S. Rep. John Dingell has wisely proposed
separating FEMA from the Homeland
Security Department and giving it the
authority it needs to coordinate all local,
state and national resources in these kind of
major natural disasters.
If this is the "improved" response to disasters, natural or mannlade, we've got a lot
more improving to do.
(On a positive note, the American people, including many from our area, have
responded with generosity. Local police,
fire and emergency workers, medical technicians, builders and ordinary people have
volunteered their time and expertise. Area
homes, schools and colleges have opened
their doors to evacuees. This is a great
country with a big heart and we prove it
time and again.)
Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at tigallagher@oe.homecomm.net, by phone at (734) 953-2149,
or by fax at (734) 591-7279.

uring my tenure at the Wayne County
Executive Office, I served as a liaison to
Wayne County Emergency Management
Unit. This unit serves as the first respondent in
any emergency to most of Wayne County's cities
and townships.
In the 13 years I served in this capacity, we
had to respond to all kinds of emergencies
including such natural disasters as flooding, tornados and airline disasters. During 9/11, Wayne
County Emergency Management was activated
in anticipation of further attacks and to deal
with stranded travelers who found Metro
Detroit home until the signal was clear for them
to reach their destination.
The Wayne County Emergency Management
team consists of all local fire
and police Departments; representatives from local mayors,
Wayne County health and
human services, public service
agencies, and many other agencies including mental health
and assessment and equalizations. The Emergency management team also consists of The
Michigan State Police, the
Department of Defense and
federal government representatives. From the private sectors,
we have representation from the utility companies, major industries, community organization,
schools, hospitals, religious institutions, the Red
Cross, the Salvation Army and the media.

P

Our team was in constant training regarding
all kind of scenarios. The simulation programs
included the worst anticipated disasters ever
imagined such as nuclear disasters, flooding and
terror attacks simultaneously. The scenarios set
for training were in anticipation of horrific circumstances. Regardless whether the disaster
was real or set for practice everyone involved
was to abide by three principals.
1. Prepare and prevent
2. Anticipate and respond as quickly as efficiently possible
3. Make sure that we recover from any disaster
In order for these rules to be carried out without a hitch it requires strong and decisive leaders
who exuded confidence even in the most-dire
circumstances. As I watched the horrific disaster unfolding in New Orleans, I ciould not help
but reflect on the apparent failure from all levels
of government.
Although, I do not have enough evidence to
render a judgment on where the failure occurred
in our nation's latest disaster, from my limited
experience, I believe we failed. Anyone who is
involved in emergency management can tell you
that an assessment of a disaster does not take
three to four days as was the case in this disaster.
It is astonishing to know that our public
officials were not prepared for the magnitude
of this disaster even though it had been predicted for years. Emergency preparedness 101

As of today, I don't know if we can recover as
a nation from this disaster. We have not
recovered from the terrorist attack of Sept.
11r 2001. We are still responding defensively
and aimlessly at the people who perpetrated
the evil act of terror and still have not yet
begun to prepare ourselves for the next
disaster as demonstrated in New Orleans.

teaches respondents and public officials to
prepare for the worst of disasters. Local, state
and federal government cannot hide behind
the significant size of a disaster. Our training .
for disasters gives us several options and
alternatives to respond appropriately for each '
disaster.
For example, if communications are cut off
because of power, participants are able to
;|
communicate via alternative mechanism. As "f.
for evacuation, agencies are prepared for sev- "leral mass evacuations plans at t h e same time, 3when one fails; other options are set in place J|
automatically. Consideration for our most vul-''*
nerable citizens, such as the senior citizens, l
school children and the poor people are in the *
forefront of our concern. During the year, and •',
in non-emergency situations, t h e agencies
;
involved are always gathering and updating <
vital information to help first respondents be. «•
more efficient during the actual emergency. ,,|
•Granted that Wayne County disasters were nqjjg
as significant as hurricane Katrina, but if one ^ | |
follows the principals set forth for Emergency ^
Management, the response will be more effi- <: ^
cient, the cost of human lives will be minimal
and recovery will be imminent.
I
As of today, I don't know if we can recover as a \
nation from this disaster. We have not recovered |
from the terrorist attack of Sept. 11, 2001. We
J
are still responding defensively and aimlessly at*|
the people who perpetrated the evil act of temwjS
and still have not yet begun to prepare ourselvefl
for the next disaster as demonstrated in New
Orleans.
Regardless of who is to blame, we really need
to examine ourselves and remove emotion and
replace it with leadership and start working on a
blue print to assist in averting, preparing
responding and recovering from our next
tragedy... If we don't do that, we will engulf ourselves with continuing disasters.
Terry Ahwal lives in Canton.
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Disaster brings out the ;V*3& - best in Michigan Youth i i i - •*v.-***
ChalleNGe cadets
^

direction. Gov. Granholm is
Commander in Chief of the
Michigan National Guard.
By Wednesday afternoon,
"It just feels really good to be
Amber Saleh and David
helping them," said Saleh
McGuigan were ready to sit
who'd volunteered at an
down for a much deserved rest
orphanage before but never
after making 500 beds,
seen such tragedy. "Half don't
unloading several semi-trucks
know where their family memand sorting through donations
bers are or if they're even alive."
at Ft. Custer in Battle Creek,
The experience taught Saleh
to appreciate "what you have."
Saleh, 18, of Westland and
McGuigan, VJ, of Plymouth
Until the arrival of the evacTownship were among the
uees, McGuigan had been
101 Michigan Youth f
counting the days since he
ChalleNGe Academy cadets
entered the Michigan Youth «
preparing for the arrival
ChalleNGe Academy. He'd
of280 evacuees from New
already endured two weeks of
Orleans on Monday.
marching and push-ups during
Hurricane Katrina, as devas- boot camp and was now focusing his attention on computer
tating as it was, is bringing out
assisted drawing and other
the best in people and that's
classes offered in the program.
what the academy for at-risk
teens is all about. Cadets spend
McGuigan and Saleh agree
22 weeks in the National
that along with learning disGuard's residential military
cipline they developed "a betprogram turning their lives
ter attitude." McGuigan was
around.
expelled from Plymouth
"We were there to midnight , Salem High School, Amber
dropped out of Cambridge
helping them, pushing wheel™
chairs, helping carry packages," alternative high school in
said McGuigan. "There were all Garden City before being
accepted into the academy.
different ages, families as large
Today both sets of their paras. 13 coming in."
ents are proud of their
All of the weary survivors
accomplishments. McGuigan
had stories to tell as the
hopes eventually to enroll at
young cadets passed out
Schoolcraft College in
linens, clothing, food, and
Livonia, Saleh to study coswater after checking in
everyone from babies to peo- metology.
ple with dogs. One survivor
"They've probably touched
was especially grateful for a
more lives than they thought
cold drink of water. Most
they would. They've done a
couldn't wait "to get to their
great job," said 1SG Michael
beds," said Saleh.
McNees, program recruiter.
"I'm hoping the kids think
"One man was sitting on his
things aren't as bad as they
roof three days without food
thought they were."
and water," said Saleh.', "They
said they can't believe what
McNees believes the cadets
happened."
will be inspired by the evacuees to overcome any obstaAnother fellow was on his
deck for about a week watching cles they encounter.
the water rise.
Many of the Michigan
Youth ChalleNGe Academy
"There were people with
cadets dropped out of school
guns going around, a lot of
or were at risk of getting into
danger, looting," said
McGuigan. "They saw the bod- serious trouble with the law
;
before coming to the acadeies floating in the water."
my which is currently conIn spite of the tragedy the
ducting orientations for
survivors were "happy for
applicants interested in
everything" they'd been given
entering the January 2006
on their arrival at Ft. Custer.
class. The next two take place
Some called it first class treatSaturday, Sept. 24, and Oct.
ment.
22, at the Taylor Armory,
"One fellow was shouting
12450 Beech Daly. For more
and happy," said McGuigan.
information,
call (800) 372"He'd never been treated as
0523 or visit the Web site at
good."
www. ngycp.org/mi.
The expressions of appreciation left the cadets feeling good
There is no charge for the
about themselves and enthusiNational Guard ChalleNGe
astic about helping. It's estiprogram which is funded by
mated that between Friday,
federal and state partnerSept. 2, and Wednesday, Sept.
ships and open to all
7, cadets had given 5,000
Michigan residents, 16- to
hours of community service.
18-years old. The boot camp
weeds out teens uncommitEvacuees are expected to
ted to the program consisting
remain at Ft. Custer for
of 400 hours of classroom
about a week before being
instruction, 160 hours of
sent to Grand Rapids,
vocational/technical trainKalamazoo, Lansing, Detroit
ing, and 40 hours of commuor destinations around the
nity service and conservation
country if they are able to
locate family members. They activities to graduate. The
academy helps cadets obtain
initially arrive at the Air
a high school diploma or
National Guard Base in
GED so they can go on to
Battle Creek then are sent to
lead successful lives.
Ft. Custer for in-processing
through the Army National
Guard at the governor's

e

•f

trfuV J

•

A MJchigan Youth
Challenge
Academy
instructor briets
cadets before
assigning them to
help process
Hurricane Katrina
survivors a* r»*
Custer, pavid
McGuigan of
Plymouth
Township ^
pictured second
from the left-
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