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District
to move
ESL out

BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
* STAFF WRITER

Livonia Public Schools will pull
its English as a Second Language
classes out of a Westland-based
school this week - and a second
program later this month, due to
the persistent parental concerns.

A group, of parents with children
attending Johnson Elementary
School have vocally opposed the
adult programs which were placed
in the building this school year.

As a result, district officials have
made arrangements to move both
programs back to Dickinson Center
on Newburgh Road. In addition to
other district programs, the ESL
classes and Regional Educational
Media Center {REMC) were taken
out of Dickinson last summer when
the property was leased in its
entirety to a broadcast arts school.
Now, two rocms will be reclaimed
at the center for those two pro-
grams.

“I is a non-K-12 building,” said
Jay Yourg, director of community
education in the disirict. “That’s the
point (parents) made. If we'd had
the space, they would be in non—K-
12 buildings.”

The shift for ESL classes is
expected to occur this Wednesday.
Followed by the REMC move at the
end of month, said Young,

For the past few weeks the
Livonia Public Schools Board of
Education and administrators have
been hearing complaints from par-
ents who did not want adult classes
and REMC to continue to be held
in the elementary building. Parents
called it a safety issue.

The ESL office and staff will
remain at Johnson along with the
Shared Time office,” Young said.
“The vacated ESL room will remain
furnished and may be used by staff
for meetings and as an assignment
preparation area.”
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'My daddy has cancer’

Duane Suess

to

Family’s desperate
battle leads

fund-raiser

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

On the surface, it seems like a typical autumn

for Duane and Stacy Suess of Westland.
r):;;tzoesv:::ﬂsie?:ab‘;:t?iaﬂsq They've put up Halloween decorations at their
home on Hawthorn. Their daughter Kayla, 8,
o and son Kyler, 3, are in school.
cancer Of the head aﬂd They're a nice famlly with a nice home in a
neck with every weapan e neghborbood. T scems ke Duape Sucss,
possible - surgery, Dream.
Stacy and Duane Suess talk about their struggles as Duane battles a cancer that’ s rare On the surface.

chemotherapy, radiation.

for someone his age, 29.

PHTOS BY BiLL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Buane amf Stacy Suess, with their children Kyler, 3, and Kayla, 8, share a moment in the living room of their Westfand home A

fund-raiser is planned fo help the family after Duane Suess came down with cancer.

But things are terribly wrong for this young
Westland family. For two years, Duane has been .

ple like him,

needs help.

desperately battling cancer of the head and neck
with every weapon possible — surgery, :
chemotherapy, radiation.

“There’s a 50/50 chance they can cure it,”
Duane said, speaking quietly as he sat in the liv- °
ing room of the Suess home. '

Stacy cries much more than a young mother
should. She apologizes for it.

Kayla, a third-grader at Edison Elementary
School, wants to be a doctor when she grows up.

“My daddy has cancer, and I want to help peo-
" she said.

Kyler, who attends preschool at the
Stottlernyer Early Childhood Center, becomes
frustrated when his mother tries to help him
build a toy train track.

“His daddy is the only one who can build the
best train track, but most of the time he’s not up
to it,” Stacy said.

Duane’s cancer typically strikes older men who
are smokers and heavy drinkers. He is neither.

Duane is receiving treatment at the Karmanos
Cancer Institute in Detroit. But the Siess family

Time after time, Westland residents have-
shown their compassion by donating money in-
the aftermath of tragedies such as 9/11 and
Hurricane Katrina.

Now, residents in Westland and beyond have a

-chance to help by attending a benefit scheduled
for 2-7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 6, &t Club Canton,
39651 Michigan Ave. east of Haggerty Road.

" LEASE SEE FUND-RAISER, A7
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Kehrer: Budget, services,
infrastructure top issues

BY DARRELL CLEM
. STAFF WRITER

Westland City Council incumbent
Michael Kehrer cited budget con-
cerns, maintaining services and
improving the city’s infrastructure as
the top three issues that city officials
need to address,

Kehrer, 51, is seekmg his second
council term after serving four years.
He is one of eight candidates com-
peting for a $12,150-a-year seat in
the Nov, B election.

On the budget, he said the city hag
run & “tight ship,” but that city lead-
ers will need to monitor and pres-
sure state and federal governments
for the return of tax dollars allotted
to the city.

Referring to his other top issues,
Kehrer said, “The mayor and our
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department directors
deserve a lot of cred-
it for combining

| services and coming
| up with imaginative
ways to maintain our
services. We will
need even more of
this type of thinking
in the future.”

Fo address infrastructure issues,
he said the city will need to proceed
on fixing up or tearing down vacant
and blighted properties.

Moreover, “our roads survey and
plan allowed us to grab over a mil-
lion dollars in grants and also gave
us the necessary tool to take advan-
tage of new regulations for federal
and state matching funds.” ‘

Kehrer
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Pickerinq: Top

issues are

trash contract, budget

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland City Council incumbent
Charles Pickering identified his top
three issues as a new trash-hauling
contract, ensuring a balanced budg-

et and continuing a path of con-

trolled development.

Pickering, 62, has the longest his-
tory as a council member among
the current council, and he is seek-
ing another term. He is one of eight
candidates competing for four seats -
at stake in the Nov. 8 election.

When asked to name the top
three issues facing city leaders,
Pickering said: “Approving the next
long-term contract with a rubbish
hauler. T am aware of our needs and
the concerns of our eitizens.

“Continue to have balanced '

budgets, while
addressing and
" maintaining our
necessary services.
. -Continue to strive
for a healthy fund
" balance.
. “Continuing con-
trolled growth of
development, -
including residential”

Pickering, the current council

Pickering

_president and a Realtor, served as -

mayor in 1982-85. He has been a
council member since 1988, other
than stepping down from April
1999 through the end of 2001,
Widowed after 35 years of mar-
riage, Pickering has two adult :
daughters and five grandchildren.

PLEﬁSE SEE PICKERING, A5
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