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BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 

' STAFF WRITER 

Livonia Public Schools will pull 
its English as a Second Language 
classes out of a Westland-based 
school this week - and a second 
program later this month, due to 
the persistent parental concerns. 

A group, of parents with children 
attending Johnson Elementary 
School have vocally opposed the 
adult programs which were placed 
in the building this school year. 

As a result, district officials have 
made arrangements to move both 
programs back to Dickinson Center 
on Newburgh Road, In addition to 
other district programs, the ESL 
classes and Regional Educational 
Media Center (REMC) were taken 
out of Dickinson last summer when 
the property was leased in its 
entirety to a broadcast arts school. 
Now, two rooms will be reclaimed 
at the center for those two pro­
grams. 

"It is a non-K-12 building," said 
Jay Young, director of community 
education in the district. "That's the 
point (parents), made. If we'd had 
the space, they would be in non-K-
12 buildings." 

The shift for ESL classes is 
expected to occur this Wednesday. 
Followed by the REMC move at the 
end of month, said Young. 

For the past few weeks the 
Livonia Public Schools Board of 
Education and administrators have 
been hearing complaints from par­
ents who did not want adult classes 
and REMC to continue to be held 
in the elementary building. Parents 
called it a safety issue. 

The ESL office and staff will 
remain at Johnson along with the 
Shared Time office," Young said. 
"The vacated ESL room will remain 
furnished and may be used by staff 
for meetings and as an assignment 
preparation area." 
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Duane Suess 

For two years, Duane has 
been desperately battling 
cancer of the head and 
neck with every weapon 

- surgery, 
^ h A m A ^ A ^ m . r i * j ; . a ; n n Stacy and Duane Suess talk about their struggles as Duane battles a cancer that's rare 

chemotherapy, radiation. for someone his age, 29. 

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESIERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Duane and Stacy Suess, with their children Kyler, 3, and Kayla, 8, share a moment in the living room of their Westland home. A 
fund-raiser is planned to help the family after Duane Suess came down with cancer. 

Family's desperate 
battle leads 

to fund-raiser 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

On the surface, it seems like a typical autumn 
for Duane and Stacy Suess of Westland. 

They've put up Halloween decorations at their 
home on Hawthorn. Their daughter Kayla, 8, 
and son Kyler, 3, are in school. 

They're a nice family with a nice home in a 
nice neighborhood. It seems like Duane Suess, 
29, and Stacy, 25, are living the American 
Dream. 

On the surface. 
But things are terribly wrong for this young 

Westland family. For two years, Duane has been .• 
desperately battling cancer of the head and neck ' 
with every weapon possible — surgery, 
chemotherapy, radiation. 

"There's a 50/50 chance they can cure it," 
Duane said, speaking quietly as he sat in the liv- ; 
ing room of the Suess home. 

Stacy cries much more than a young mother 
should. She apologizes for it. 

Kayla, a third-grader at Edison Elementary 
School, wants to be a doctor when she grows up. : 

"My daddy has cancer, and I want to help peo­
ple like him," she said. 

Kyler, who attends preschool at the 
Stottlemyer Early Childhood Center, becomes 
frustrated when his mother tries to help him 
build a toy train track. 

"His daddy is the only one who can build the 
best train track, but most of the time he's not up 
to it," Stacy said. 

Duane's cancer typically strikes older men who 
are smokers and heavy drinkers. He is neither. 

Duane is receiving treatment at the Karmanos 
Cancer Institute in Detroit. But the Suess family 
needs help. 

Time after time, Westland residents have 
shown their compassion by donating money in 
the aftermath of tragedies such as 9/11 and 
Hurricane Katrina. 

Now, residents in Westland and beyond have a 
chance to help by attending a benefit scheduled 
for 2-7 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 6, at Club Canton, 
39651 Michigan Ave. east of Haggerty Road. 

PLEASE SEE FUND-RAISER, A7 

Kehrer: Budget, services, 
op issues 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Westland City Council incumbent 
Michael Kehrer cited budget con­
cerns, maintaining services and 
improving the city's infrastructure as 
the top three issues that city officials 
need to address. 

Kehrer, 51, is seeking his second 
council term after serving four years. 
He is one of eight candidates com­
peting for a $12,150-a-year seat in 
the Nov. 8 election. 

On the budget, he said the city has 
run a "tight ship," but that city lead­
ers will need to monitor and pres­
sure state and federal governments 
for the return of tax dollars allotted 
to the city. 

Referring to his other top issues, 
Kehrer said, "The mayor and our 

Kehrer 

department directors 
deserve a lot of cred­
it for combining 
services and coming 
up with imaginative 
ways to maintain our 
services. We will 
need even more of 
this type of thinking 
in the future." 

To address infrastructure issues, 
he said the city will need to proceed 
on fixing up or tearing down vacant 
and blighted properties. 

Moreover, "our roads survey and 
plan allowed us to grab over a mil­
lion dollars in grants and also gave 
us the necessary tool to take advan­
tage of new regulations for federal 
and state matching funds." 

PLEASE SEE KEHRER, A5 
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MEET YOUR CANDIDATES 

In today's Observer, we continue a series 
about the eight candidates competing 
for four seats in the Nov. 8 Westland City 
Council race. Voters will choose among -
four incumbents - Cheryl Sraunstadt, 
Michael Kehrer, Charles Pickering and 
Robert Stottlemyer - and four chal­
lengers: Normie June Brazier, Lori firist 
James Davis and Robert Thomas. The top 
three vote-getters will earn four-year 
terms. Fourth-olace finisher will win a 
two-year term.- • 

Pickering: Top issues are 
trash contract, budget 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Westland City Council incumbent 
Charles Pickering identified his top 
three issues as a new trash-hauling 
contract, ensuring a balanced budg­
et and continuing a path of con­
trolled development. 

Pickering, 62, has the longest his­
tory as a council member among 
the current council, and he is seek­
ing another term. He is one of eight 
candidates competing for four seats 
at stake in the Nov, 8 election. 

When asked to name the top 
three issues facing city leaders, 
Pickering said: "Approving the next 
long-term contract with a rubbish 
hauler. I am aware of our needs and 
the concerns of our citizens. 

"Continue to have balanced 

Pickering 

budgets, while 
addressing and 
maintaining our 
necessary services. 
Continue to strive 
for a healthy fund 
balance. 

"Continuing con­
trolled growth of 
development, 

including residential." 
Pickering, the current council 

president and a Realtor, served as 
mayor in 1982-85. He has been a 
council member since 1988, other 
than stepping down from April 
1999 through the end of 2001. 

Widowed after 35 years of mar­
riage, Pickering has two adult 
daughters and five grandchildren. 

PLEASE SEE PICKERING, A5 
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Top and bottom ina help 

Shop offers vision checks, eyeglasses and Klingbeil skates 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

As Michael Fearon sees it, he 
takes care of his clientele from 
the top of their heads to the tip 
of their toes. 

On one side of his business, ' 
Prestige Eyewear in Garden 
City, he examines eyes and fits 
people with glasses. On the 
other side he takes measure­
ments and does tracings in fit­
ting people with ice skates... 
Klingbeil ice skates, to be exact. 

"It used to be the surface area 
for my optical business, my 
brother did the lens grinding," 
said Fearon. "When he wanted 
to get out eight years ago, I had 
already started sharpening and 
selling skates, so I turned it into 
my fitting and work area." 

His involvement in skating 
started when he and his wife 
took ice dancing lessons at the 
Garden City Civic Arena. 
Within two years, he was presi­
dent of the club. 

At the time, it was difficult to 
find places to sharpen skates, so 
he went out to Colorado, bought 
the equipment and learned how 
to use it from "a guy who was a 
genius." 

One thing led to another and 
soon parents were asking 
Fearon where they could get 
their children fitted for skates. 

"It was hit and miss, so I went 
to New York and learned from 
Klingbeil who's been making 
custom boots for more than 50 
years," said Fearon. "Now, I 
jump back and forth, but proba­
bly spend 60 percent of the time 
over here. I think I'm the only 
one around who fits and sizes 
ice skates. 

"I believe I'm the only one 
who stocks the boots. The Jones 
Skate Shop out of the Detroit 
Skating Club sells skates but 
doesn't stock them." 

On the east side of the build­
ing is the optical business, on 
the west side, the back room is 
stocked with skate boots and at 
least a dozen different blades 
styles. 

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Michele and John Schroeder watch as Michael Fearon fits their daughter Casey with new skate boots in the skate shop 
he operates inside his business, Prestige Eyewear. 

Most popular is the Pattern 
99, a traditional skating boot, 
but he also has the latest 
Klingbeil that weighs 6 ounces 
less. There's Paramount blades 
with an aluminum chassis and 
stainless steel blades and the 
top-of-the-line Gold Seal. Pair it 
up with a boot and it can cost 
$1,000, Fearon said. 

"At any one time I have 150 
boots in stock," said Fearon. 
"Often I have the sizes available 
and can put them together in a 
day or so instead of ordering 
them and having to wait a 
week." 

Michele Schroeder knows 
Fearon very well, she carries her 
cards in her pocket, passing 
them out when someone asks 
about skates. 

"I've known him for years, 
since he was president of the 
skating club," said the Dearborn 
resident. "He said these are win­
ners and I believe him." 

Schroeder is a coach for the 
Garden City club. She has seven 

students, including her four 
daughters. She also partners 
with another of the club's coach­
es. 

She was at Prestige several 
weeks ago to have her daughter 
Casey and herself fitted for new 
skates. 

"She keeps outgrowing them " 
said her father John who 
watched Fearon do tracings of 
Casey's feet. "She gets a new pair 
every year, 18 months. Luckily, 
we get to pass them down. 

"At least we save a ton of 
money on coaching fees." 

Casey has been skating for. 
five years and has won medals 
in preliminary ladies and pre-
juvenile. A fan of Michelle 
Kwan and Sarah Cohen, she has 
her eye on being a household 
name in the skating world. 

Currently, she practices one-
two hours a day five days a 
week, in the mornings from 6-7 
a.m., depending on the day, at 
the Garden City arena. But she's 
"in negotiations" with her par­

ents to be homeschooled. 
"It's so I have more time to 

skate " she said. "I get B's all the 
time and I'm on the honor roll," 
she said. "If I don't do the honor 
roll I don't get to go away to 
compete." 

"She hasn't convinced us yet," 
said John. 

Michele was on her way to 
trying put for the Olympic team 
when she was bumped by 
another skater while doing a 
jump. She ended up falling to 
the ice and breaking both 
ankles. 

Fearon attracts skaters from 
around the metropolitan area, 
across the state and from other 
states. His clientele includes the 
skaters from clubs in Flint, 
Lansing, Kalamazoo and Grand 
Rapids as well as the Crystalites 
Synchronized team from Ann 
Arbor and the Bowling Green 
Skating Club. 
Prestige Eyewear is at 27854 Ford 
Road, Garden City. For more informa­
tion, call (734) 525-1145. 

Today, the Canton 
Construction Co. will have a 
truck parked at St. Damian 
Church and School, 30055 Joy 
Road, between Middlebelt and 
Merriman, to collect donations 
for Hurricane Katrina victims. 

Items collected include 
canned goods, cleaning sup­
plies, gently used books, teddy 
bears and other donations -
but no clothing. 

The collection is being 
organized with St. Joseph 
Catholic Church in Gulfport, 
Miss. Hours for the collection 
will continue 8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
today (Sunday). 

Civil War talk 
Local historian Daryl A. 

Bailey will present Beyond the 
Pomp and Circumstance: Civil 
War Prison Camps, at 7 p.m. 
Wednesday, Oct. 19, in Hall D 
of the Friendship Center, 1119 
N. Newburgh. 

Many of the images appear­
ing in Bailey's presentation are 
actual photographs taken dur­
ing the Civil War. Some of 
them are very graphic in 
nature and could be upsetting 
to some viewers. 

Bailey, the great grandson of 
a federal prisoner of war, will 
give an overview of 
Andersonville and Johnson 
Island. He will also show the 
difference in treatment 
between officers and enlisted 
men. Bailey is a former chair­
man of the Westland Historical 
Commission, the managing 
editor of The Nankin Historian 
and the co-author of Images of 
America: Westland. 

Call Ruth Dale (734) 425-
1955 or email Bailey at 
NankinHistorian@comcast.ne 
t. 

More history 
The Abraham Lincoln Civil 

War Roundtable presents Dr. 
Weldon Petz, nationally recog­
nized Lincoln and Civil War 
scholar, speaking on the histo­
ry of the Lincoln Memorial 
titled, "From Swamp to Glory." 

The event takes place at 8 
p.m. Thursday, Oct. 20, in the 
Plymouth Historical Museum, 

155 S. Main in downtown 
Plymouth. Admission is free, 
and the public is invited. 

Petz began collecting Lincoln 
memorabilia at the age of 11. 
He was influenced by a great-
uncle who played the coronet $ 
in the 5th New York regimental;; 
band and played at Gettysburg^ 
when Lincoln delivered the 
Gettysburg Address. 

Petz is one of the founders of 
the Abraham Lincoln 
Roundtable. He is a former 
teacher and administratorfojr 
Farmington Public Schools. A 
large part of his Lincoln collec­
tion now has a permanent 
home at the Plymouth 
Historical Museum. 

50th church 
Palmer Road Baptist Church 

will celebrate its 50th anniver­
sary with a special luncheon 
and service on Oct. 23. 

The church, at 33740 Palmer 
Road west of Venoy, will have 
its 50th anniversary service at . 
11 a.m. Sunday, Oct. 23. Pastor 
Church Ozment and his con­
gregation have invited the pub­
lic to join in the celebration. 

There will be special speak­
ers including former Pastor 
James Severance. Special 
music presentations and a fel­
lowship luncheon will follow 
the service. 

For more information, call 
(734) 729-2434. 

Coffee with Glenn ^ 
State Rep. Glenn Anderson, 

D-Westland, has announced * 
that his next local coffee houf 
will be 9-10:30 a.m. Monday, 
Oct. 17, at the Westland &g 
Boy restaurant at 6360 Way&e 
Road at Hunter. , * 

Citizens are welcome.' 

CORRECTION 

* * " * • 

• 

Sean 
Baligian 

Thetfameof 
the columnist 
for theP&k^e 
Prosfeaturfin 
Thursdays'* 
sports section 
should have 
read Sean 
Baligian. 
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Get in on oil the FUN for only $15! 
Greektouifi Cosine will give uou 

$ 2 0 in TOKCNS Fft€€ 
to get you started! 

Call Indian Trails TODAY 
for reservations 

1 - 8 0 0 - 2 9 2 - 3 8 3 1 

Convenient 
Pick-up Points! 

• Clinton Township • Sterling Heights 
• Dearborn * Taylor 
• Lincoln Pork • Troy 
• Livonia • UJarren 
• Rosevilfe • UUestland 
• St. Cfoir Shores * UJyandotte 

Can your bank top this? 

> * < > 

1-877-243-2528 
Livonia • Redford 

New branch at Ann Arbor Trail 
and Wayne Road now open 

fin«K»l Wanning 

When I left my bank for Community Choice 

Credit Union, it was to get better treatment. 

Little did I realize I'd also earn more interest on my 

CDs. So, if you want great rates and one-on-one 

service, remember: the choice can be yours. 

Mortgages Online 6ill Payment 

'•""•"-•.tag*-151 

NCUA 

www.communitychoicecu.org 
"The Annual Percentage Yield (APY) is effective as of date of publication and is 
subject to change. APY available only for Direct Choice Checking or Premium 
Checking account holders, otherwise rate is reduced by 1/4. Minimum balance 
of S500U required. Penalty for early withdrawal. Other terms available. 

COMMUNITY 

CH0ICE 
CREDIT UNION 

The Choice Can Be Yours* 

• STRENGTH 
T R A I N I N G fie 
WEIGHT 
M A C H I N E S 

• F R E E 
WEIGHTS 

• TREADMILLS 

• E L L I P T I C A L 
TRAINERS 

• STAIR 
CLIMBERS 

• STATIONARY 
BIKES 

• PERSONAL 
TRAINING 

• 30 'X60 ' 

HEATED POOL 

• HOT TUB 

• SAUNAS 

• MASSAGE THERAPY 

• INDOOR WALK ING/RUNNING TRACK • STEAM ROOMS ̂  

• GROUP CLASSES I N ! 

• P I L A T E S • CARDIO KICKBOXING • S P I N N I N G • S A L S A C A R D I O 
• F U L L CONTACT KICKBOXING • K A R A T E 
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12 MONTH MEMBERSHIP 

$ 2 9 PER MONTH I 
L I M I T E D T I M E : N O E N R O L L M E N T F E E 

34250 FORD ROAD • WESTLAND 
(AT THE NORTH END OF THE COLISEUM BUILDING 
AT THE CORNER OF FORD ROAD AND WILDWOOD) 
OPEN M-F 5 A M -11 PM, S A T & S U N 9 A M - 6 PM 

734-729-7000 
www.forumflbiesscenter.com 


