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DAYS TO RACE DAY

Join the Komen Race for the Cure
Saturday, June 10 - Comerka Park
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BYDARRELLCIEM
STAFF WRITER

Westiand library officials on Monday
issued a statement accusing fired
Director John Patane of mishandling
his duties.
But some elected officials have indicated privately that the blame for the
upheaval could rest with a library

board that is abusing its authority.
The new statement, released by
library board attorney Michael
McNamara, took aim at Patane for "the
deletion of accrued patron fines from
the library-records, use of the library's
credit card, the proposal of (employee
pay) raises in excess of budgeted
amounts and thefillingof positions
without advertising,"

The statement didn't elaborate on
the allegations or indicate how much
money may have been involved.
Board President Michael Rintz
authorized McNamara to issue the oneparagraph statement, which Rintz said
pertained tQ a discussion that occurred
during a May 10 library board meeting.
Jn conclusion, the statement read,
"The board voted to terminate the serv-

mer Director Sandra Wilson.
Some local officials have called
Patane's firing shocking and disappointing.
Moreover, some elected officials hav£
indicated privately that Patane may .„,
have fallen victim to a library board
that is exerting too much control over

ices of the library director, who had
been previously advised of the importance of following library policies."
McNamara issued the statement
after the board voted 3-2 earlier this
month to fire Patane, just 18 months
after he started his job at age 60.
Patane was fired from his $70,000a-year job less than two years after the
board dismissed his predecessor, for-

PLEASE SEE LIBRARY, Aft

You can find Ricky's Dog
House at 1367 S. Wayne Road,
south of Avondale in
westiand.
It's open 11 a.m. to 8 p.m.
Monday-Thursday, 11 a.m. t o 9
p.m. Friday and Saturday and
II a.m. to 7 p.m. Sunday.
The menu includes 15 varieties of hot dogs, brat, red
hots, Italian sausage and barbecued pulled pork sandwiches, chips and beverages.
You can dine in your car, at
picnic tables or call ahead at
(734) 326-6600 for carryout
SV STEPHANIE ANGSIYN CASOU
STAFF WRITER

Livonia. Public Schools will cut
$700,000 in order to balance its budget
next year.
The recommendation comes on the
heels of $1.8 million savings anticipated
under the district's Legacy Initiative - a
plan to' close and reconfigure schools next
fall - and the plan to use about $1.16 million of fund equity,
Supt. Randy Liepa said he was pleased
with the budget recommendations the
administration brought before board
trustees Monday night.
"Because of the anticipated savings from
school closings, our reductions will be
much smaller this year compared to prior
years - unlike some of our neighboring ^
districts," said Liepa. "We hope it will
involve very few staff"
Lisa Levesque, director offinance,estimated the district would likely reduce staff
by six to eight teachers, though the average
staffing levels per pupil will remain the :
•same.
"Our class size will remain the same,"
added Joanne Morgan, trustee. "We have
fewer children as a result of declining
enrollment."
The district is expected to announce any
teacher layoffe around June 5, as specified
in the Livonia Education Association's collective bargaining agreement
"There will be layofis due to a variety of
reasons," said Liepa. Among those reasons
he named: declining enrollment; the need
for fewer media specialists and learning
specialists - due to fewer schools; and the
shifting of assignments based on staff ,
returning from a leave of absence or staff'
retiring.
Levesque said not all layofls will be
absorbed by attrition.
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Nancy Young of Westiand is becomirtg a regular a t Ricky's Dog House. She's sampled t h e chili ••
Tuesday she was getting a slaw doc; f r o m employee Bruce Bake.

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

You could say Ricky's Dog House
has fired a shot over the bow of hamburger franchises like McDonald's
and Burger King and is giving local
Coney Island restaurants a run for
their money.
With a menufilledwith... hot dogs
... and carhop service, the newest
eatery in the south end of Westiand is
attracting customers in ever-growing
numbers.

*Wefiguredthat if we sold 200 hot
dogs a day, the business would pay
for itself and make a small profit"
said co-owner Patricia Pelto. "We
exceeded that on opening day,"
Pelto and Rick Wilsdonopened up
their business March 3 in a 480square-foot cinder block building on
Wayne Road south of Avondale.
The building had been an insurance office, gold store and art gallery

before Pelto spotted it while driving
around last year and called Wilsdon.
Over the summer, they cleaned up
the property, gutted the interior and
moved in shelving, stainless steel
sinks, steamers and a three-tier
counter.
The building is too small for dining
in, so there are picnic tables outside
and carhops to take orders and deliver the food.

New York s t y i e kraut d o g . On

Pelto works for the city of
Westland's Water and. Sewer
Division, Wilsdon works at the
Michigan Truck Plant in Wayne.
She's always had a home-based business; he always talked about a restaurant, a hot dog and root beer restaurant.
"It's such a hamburger area that I
PLEASE SEE HOT DOGS, A 4

back for its 21st season
BY DARRELl CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A popular concert series spanning
such musical genres as big band,
country and western, rhythm and
blues, Dbdelan4 and easy listening
will again come to Westiand this
summer.
And, just as Martha Reeves & the
Vandellas didn't forget the Motor
City when they sang Dancing in the
Street, concert organizers will add
Motown to the mix.
Mark the calendar, dust off the
lawn chairs, or pack a picnic basket
and spread a blanket on the ground.
The Westiand Cultural Society's
2006 summer concert series will run
June 11 through Aug. 20 - and it's

In its 21st year, the series will be
featured in a performance pavilion
behind the William P. Faust Public
library of Westiand, on Central City
Parkway between Warren and Ford.
All performances will be at 6 p.m.
Sundays.
Some concerts draw as many as
200 people, said Jo Johnson, who
helps organize the series with husband Ernie and other volunteers. The
city of Westiand sponsors i t
Attendance was low when the concerts started 21 years ago, traveling
among the city parks. But, interest
has grown since organizers found a
home in a shaded area behind the
library.
"I think people like the live music,
and attendance has really improved
with our location now," said Ernie ,

Johnson. "There's shade there, and
even on a hot day it's not overbearing."
The library pavilion has a place
where concert-goers can dance.
Interest also has picked up among
performers, who start inquiring as
early as January in hopes of getting
in the lineup, Jo Johnson said.
What follows is a list of this year's
shows:
On June 11, the Tommy James
Orchestra will play big band music.
On June 25, the Waco Country
Band with Dean Stacy will perform
country and western.
On July 9, the Chautauqua Express
with Guy Louis will provide an i n t o
active musical program for children
and the young at heart. Louis has
been lauded as one of the state's best

touring artists by the Michigan
Touring Arts Agency.
On July 16, Pam & Scott will play
easy listening tunes.
On July 23, the Birmingham Straw
Hat Band will perform Dixieland,
polka and marches.
On July 30, the Novi Concert
Band, with some 30 musicians, will
perform a variety of music
On Aug. 6, Tyrone Hamilton will
feature rhythm and blues, along with
light rock, during his concert.
On Aug. 13, the Johnny Danger
Band will play oldies and "rock-a-

RISING REVENUE, COSTS
Levesque said the district anticipates it
will receive an additional $200 per pupil
from the state's foundation allowance next
year. She projects that will increase revenue by $3.49 million.
Meanwhile, the district stands to lose
160 students, at a cost of $1.33 million
next year. By adding in the $275,000 the

Wrapping up the series on Aug. 20,
Trilogy II will perform Motown and
other oldies.
For more information, call (734)
722-7620 or (734) 522-3918.
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County medical examiner Churchill junior debuts his ori
xpecting deadly weekend musical comedy this weekend
..

BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN

>;-

STAFF WRITER

I vWayne County Medical
Efaminer Dr. Garl Schmidt
worries that the Memorial Day ,
Weekend could %e deadly for
diug users in Wayne^ County.
J%jm Thursday, May 18, to
Stmday, May 21, of the 19 people who died of drug overdoses
all had fentanyl in their blood.
Schmidt says, fentanyl is a very
powerful opiate which is potentially fatal. Although typically
used as a patch to treat pain in
terminal cancer patients over a
period of hours, the street drug
is niixed with heroin or cocaine
and the combination can cause
users to stop breathing.
"We started seeing fentanyl in
significant numbers of people.
with drug related deaths in
September" said Schmidt.
.r. From September 2005 to
March 2006, the Wayne County
Medical Examiner's Office confirmed 106 deaths associated
witji drug use. All had fentanyl
in their blood.
Schmidt is unsure if the death
toll will continue to rise since
the number of people dying
from drug overdoses started to
peak only in late March and
early April. So far, individuals
from Detroit, Lincoln Park,
Dearborn Heights, Redford,
and Westland have died.
According to Schmidt drug use
tends to be concentrated in certain areas and includes communities ranging from Flat Rock to
Northville.
jDrug users dying in twos and

threes has never happened
before. Up until late February
or March that hadn't happened," said Schmidt "The total
drug deaths for 2005 remained
the same for 2004. That's
changing this year."
Schmidt warns users and
addicts that if they do drugs,
they could die. The best solution is to quit. He offers this
advice to users and their family
members and friends. Schmidt
says, drug use is a complex as a
well as a social issue. "If you're
addicted it's very hard to stop."
, "The problem with fentanyl is
it's taken with other drugs, most
often heroin " said Schmidt.
"People often shoot drugs and
drink alcohol. This is often
lethal. Many of the deaths had
alcohol in the blood. If you have
to do some kind of drug because
you're addicted, don't drink.
"Keep in mind the drug you
may be buying may not be what
it is: All white powders look the
same. If you know someone
who uses drugs, especially individuals who have been using
drugs for some time, life is
focused on where they're going
to get their next drugs. You
should apprise them of the
potential of buying something
lethal."
Dr. Cheryl Loewe believes the
reason fentanyl is so deadly is
because it was designed to be
released and absorbed into the
skin in 72 hours.
"It's typically administered in
a patch form," said Loewe,
deputy chief medical examiner
for Wayne County. '"We feel the '

gel from the patches is getting
into the street drug." .
According to Loewe the bodies of individuals dying from
drug overdoses are coming into
the medical examiner's office
without patches. They won't be
sure if fentanyl caused the
recent deaths until tests that
check for the presence of the
drug in the blood return in
about 4-weeks.
"How the drug is getting into
the heroin we don't know" said
Loewe. "We have the DEA
(Drug Enforcement Agency),
CDC (Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention), the
narcotics division of the Detroit
Police Department, and the
Wayne County Sheriff working
to. pinpoint the geographic
areas and the source, how the
drug is getting into the mixture."
Like Schmidt, Loewe's recommendations to drug users is to
stop.
"There are drugs they can
give people with drug addiction,
but if they can't quit to be suspicious of any white powder or
street drugs because you don't
know what is being mixed with
if
For more information about
fentanyl, call the Neighborhood
Services Crisis Line for Wayne
County at (313) 224-7000 or 1866-289-2641.
For additional assistance with
substance abuse in Wayne
County outside of Detroit, call
1-800-686-6543, inside Detroit
call 1-800-467-2452.
ictiomin@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-2145

Livonia provides countywide
preschool for visually-impaired
Children with visual impairmenis comeirom across western Wayne County to attend
preschool programs at
Perrinville Early Childhood
Center in Westland.
The program, run by Livonia
PuBlic Schools, was created in
the 1950s. According to Kathy
Donagrandi, principal at the
school, it is one of three programs funded by the county.
Others include preschool classe&for children with autism and
w|th cognitive impairments.
o^Students can enroll in the
preschool program for children
with visual impairments from
agfes 3 to 6. The district also
operates programs for the visually impaired at the element a l middle and high school

levels, Program Specialist
Sheila Byrne said.
Teachers in the program are
certified to teach visually
impaired and early childhood
programs. Students are legally
blind, have degenerative
impairments or significant
vision loss. The curriculum has
a pre-academic focus and
teachers take a multi-sensory
approach to teach children
speech and language skills, as
well as sensory and motor
skills.
"I've been in the building
and I was amazed," Trustee
Rob Freeman said, "at what
you can do with these kids."
Students learn pre- and
beginning Braille. They are
taught basic life skills such as

dressing, eating and folding
laundry.
Board President Dan
Lessard shared the story of a
young visually impaired student who led a tour through
Perrinville Early Child Care
Center when he visited more
than five years ago. "He was so
self-assured, and so in charge
in sixth grade," Lessard said. "I
was amazed."
He noted that programs like
this one are supposed to
receive 40 percent of their
funding from the federal government, but they only receive
23 percent currently. "That's a
tremendous injustice to these
kids," he said.
By Stephanie A. Casola
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BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Students - some dressed
in suits and ties, others in
brightly-patterned tourist
attire - shuffled about the
back halls of'Churchill High
School long after the final
bell rang. They searched for
costume accessories and
they disassembled remnants of a previous production at the school's Black
Box Theater.
It was all part of the final
week of preparation leading
up to Kristofer Wellman's
originalmusical comedy
debut, Slander is Grander.
Wellman, a Churchill junior and member of the
Creative and Performing
Arts program, is an aspiring
playwright, composer and
screenwriter. To date, he's
written three full-length
films, one full-length play,
seven one-act plays, numerous independent film scores
and a Web-television pilot.
BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
His current production is
Kris Weilman will present his original comedy musical, Slander is
two years in the making.
Grander, this weekend at Churchill High School's Black Box Theater.
Wellman said he hones his
writing at Interlochen
production. He cast the
show. Due to the lastCenter for the Arts Summer show in February, with 15
. minute change, Wellman
Arts Camp, where last year
actors and five crew memsaid he took over and is
he completed a film entitled bers.
now playing a part he wrote
Citizen Kane: The Musical.
as an overly-neurotic verThis won't be the first
Throughout the process, he time Wellman has seen his
sion of himself. Think
became intrigued with the
Woody Allen.
words acted out on stage,
life of media mogul William though.
David H. Shapiro is also
Randolph Hearst. Taking
Earlier this year, two of
acting in the show. Of his
cues from his studies,
his one-act plays were per-.. character, he said, "I feel
Wellman wondered what it
formed at Michigan State
like I know who I am more,
might be like if a HearstUniversity's Young
when I'm acting as this guy*
like character were actually
Playwrights Festival, earnJon Sprow, a junior, said
a coffee tycoon - trying to
ing Wellman top honors. "It the production was large
take over the world.
" was pretty amazing," he
enough to encompass
said.
"every element" of
Building on the that idea
Wellman's creativity. "This
of corporate greed, the story
His creativity comes as
is going to be his calling
of Slander is Grander
little surprise among classcard," said Sprow.
revolves around a tabloid
mates at Churchill. In fact,
publication called the Daily that's what drew many of
Siera Salisbury agreed.
Pry, and its. editor, Janet
Slander's cast members to
She's also Wellman's girlSteed. When a new reporter audition. Lena Drake said
friend. "He's so talented,"
joins her staff, Janet finds
she's "always thought Kris is she said. "This shows how
herself in the middle of a
a genius" and she wanted to much creativity he has."
maniacal plot concerning a
be part of his show.
Wellman is already hard
coffee mogul named Cosmo
Drake said Wellman was
at work on another project,
Empire. Empire is brought
"generous" with casting. He a play called Ponderosa. Set
to life by Matt Weiss, a
gave her four parts as a cho- in the 1930s the story deals
CAPA veteran and
rus member - with plenty
with the history of
Churchill graduate.
of stage time.
Michigan's transportation
as streetcars gave rise to
"It boggles my mind that
WORDS AND MUSIC
highways, and the hope of
he wrote it" added Mallory
public transportation died.
In addition to the script - Waterman, a senior who
and inspired by legends like portrays love-starved leadWellman plans to pursue
Cole Porter and Irving
ing lady Janet Steed.
his studies at Purchase
Berlin - Wellman wrote
College at the State
Churchill senior Jennifer
more than 20 original songs Koralewski directed and
University of New York,
for the show. Some cast
after he graduates next
choreographed the entire
favorites include Hearst vs.
spring.
show. Her dance experiWelles, Expletive Deleted,
ence, according to
For now, play goers can
and Time To Switch to
Wellman, brought new life
catch Wellman's work in
Decaf.
in movement to his characSlander is Grander, schedters.
Wellman considers himuled to open at 6 p.m.
self a fan of musical comeFriday, May 26, in The
"Kris puts a lot of time
dies, and of film noir in
Black Box Theatre at
and pride into everything
general. He particularly
Churchill High School.
he does," added Brittany
enjoys the work of movie
Additional performances
Matthews, a cast member.
masters like Orson Welles,
are set for 2:30 p.m. and
NO ROLE FOR TEACHERS
Woody Allen and, perhaps
7:30 p.m. Saturday, May 27,
more recently, Joel and
at the school, 8900
For this show, Wellman
Ethan Cohen (Blood
said, "There are no teachers Newburgh. Showtimes are
Simple, Fargo).
subject to change. Visit the
involved whatsoever. It's
Wellman showed an early completely student-directed Web at starringcapa.com
for more information.
and student-produced."
version of his own musical
Tickets cost $5 and are
to Gail Mack, CAPA direcAudience members will
available at the door.
tor. He was given the green
also find the playwrightlight to take an independcomposer acting in the proent study course and transduction, after a cast memscasoSa@hometownlife.com
form his idea into a spring
ber withdrew from the
{734)953-2054
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GREAT RATES.

Preschool Programs
Wdyne-Westland.
Community Schobts ••• •

Looking for great rates and a secure place to grow
your money? Call your local State Farm agent today for
more information about a CD from State Farm Bank'.

CERTIFICATES O F DEPOSIT
9 0 days
180 days
lyear
2 years
3 years
4 years
5 years

4.60%APY*
4.70%APY*
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Sparkey
Preschool
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Sparkey is a licensed
tuition based program
for residents and non. residents who wish to
give their three and
four year olds a muittfaceted school .
experience.

Call419-2640

Childhood Center

H e a d Start

School
Readiness
Program

Head Start is a FREE
preschool for three and
four year olds living in
the wayne-Westland
Community School
District. Your child may
be eligible if family
Income Is limited; is a
.foster child or child with
a disability (certified by
State guidelines).

This FREE, licensed
program is for four year •
olds thoughout the
District, that come from
situations placing them
"at risk" for school
success.

CdH419-2630

Call419-2640
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at city's '60s dance
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STAFF WRITER

These Westland dancers
didn't need the television spotlight of American
Bandstand
or Hullabaloo to party 1966style.
They just needed a Second
Wind, and they got it - the
band, that is.
The celebration of
Westland's 4 0 t h anniversary
as a city continued Saturday
with a 1960s~style dance
inside the Friendship Center,
on Newburgh south of Ford.
Organizers had hoped to
draw more than an estimated
crowd of 125, but the people
who showed u p didn't regret
it.
"It was an excellent night,"
said Westland Parks and
Recreation Director Robert
Kosowski, who helped plan a
series of events marking the
city's 40th anniversary.
The '60s dance came four
days after a similar crowd
attended a breakfast ceremony
marking the day Westland
became a city on May 16,1966.
Local historians Jo and
Ernie Johnson enjoyed the
dance, saying they ran into old
friends and enjoyed the displays of 1960s-era newspapers
and pictures.
"We saw people that we
haven't seen in a long time." Jo
Johnson said, mentioning
Vera Lev, former secretary to
ex-Mayor Tom Taylor, and
Lev's husband Eric.
Former City Clerk Diane
Fritz, who chaired the city's
40th anniversary committee,
said the crowd lauded the '60s
decor, old photographs and
oldies music.
"It went very well," she said.
"The band was awesome,"
Dancers who worked up an
appetite dined on cheeseburgers, chili dogs, french fries,
root beer floats, Boston coolers and - for those who've
sworn off such delights - fruit.
Marquis Food Service, a
local company that drew
national attention by catering
Plat/boy mogul Hug!; Heiner's

i iAH-.-

_

Marianne and Larry Pawczuk, Westland area residents for 45 years, look at
newspaper clippings and photographs from Westland's early days as a city/.
The historical items were on display during a 40th anniversary dance.

PHOTOS BY HEATHER ROUSSEAU I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Lee and Andy Spisak, Westland residents since 1967, celebrate the city's 40th anniversary by dancing during a 1960s
bash at the Westland Friendship Center. Spisak is a former deputy mayor, one of the original city police officers, a
former Wayne ,u?*tland school board member and a former Westland District Court officer.

have lived in Westland since'it |
became a city will receive cer- s
tificates during the event. ;'
Already, anniversary organ; '
izers know of some 60 peop'j.e,T
and others who qualify for certificates are urged to call the,';
mayor's office at (734) 467- v'^,
3 2 0 0 , the city cable-TV
"'
department at (734) 4 6 7 - 3 1 ^
or the parks and recreation ^ ;
department at (734) 467- u '•3256.
;'.;;'

turned over to the Westland
Historical Museum. First,
though, it will be taken to the
third leg of the anniversary
celebration - an ice cream
social that will coincide with
the Westland Summer
Festival.
The ice cream social will be
1-4 p.m. Sunday, July 2, in
Central City Park, and Fritz
said sundaes will be sold for
4 0 cents in honor of the 40th
anniversary. Residents who

% irrf^

dciem@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-211(3' ".
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Viking Building Materials, Inc.
QUALITY at AFFORDABLE PRICES
• Aluminum Siding
• Vinyl Siding
•Shake Siding
• Aluminum Coil Stock
• Gutters in 22 Colors
• Custom Bending
Anna and Sam Marderosian sign a 40th birthday card that honors the city of
Westland. The card eventually will be placed at the Westland Historical
Museum site.
provided the food.
"Everybody loved the food,"
Fritz said.
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli gave
certificates to local businesses,
including Harlow Tire &
Service, Red Holman Pontiac
and Independent Carpet, that
'i <- . I -v *•>.'•>• W< ^LIUJHJ from

fcrtli^SttJDIO:

• Soffit Material
• Vinyl Replacement
Windows
•Storm Windows
• Steel Exterior Doors
• Storm Doors

• Garage Doors
• Custom Shutters
•Roof Shingles
• Root Vents
• Gable Vents
• Ridge Vents

Spring Home Improvement May Specials:

the start.
In honor of the city, a giant
4 0 t h birthday card that was
unveiled during the breakfast
ceremony was brought to the
dance, and Fritz said some
2 0 0 people have now signed
it.
The card eventually will be

30 year warrant}
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- SEMINARS *RE PRFf—RESERVATIONS ARE REQUESTED
FLOOR PLANNING

BEST-DRESSED W I N D O W S

Let us help you envision Ihe space of your dreams.
Bring in a current floor plan (or o 30-minute
consultation with one of our Senior .Designers
and watch your vision come to fife.

Properly dressed windows can become the focal point
of a room or part ol the background. Our designers
will review the latest in window fashions.
Saturday, June 3, 2pm at Oakland

Saturday, June 3, .10am at Oakland,
Westland and Genesee Valley

CUSTOMIZE Y O U R FURNITURE

Saturday, June 3, noon at Northland
and Eastland
Sunday, tunc 4,-noon at Northland, Eastland,
Oakland, Westland ohd Genesee Valley .

The possibilities are endless. I earn about
the options you have in changing finishes, adding
details and discovering hundreds of fabric options
to create your own space with Henredon furniture*
Saturday, June 3, 1pm at Oakland

C O L O R TRENDS
l
Discover how color can create the
right mood. Our designers wilf review
the latest .in color trends.
Saturday, June 3, noon at Oakland

,

A N A T O M Y OF ART
Artwork can bring a room to life. Oui experts ond
designers will show you a wide variety of art options
and how to customize with the right frame,

-CWAIS&iM.XQy^XQQK^

Saturday, June 3, noon & 2pm at Noithland, Eastland
"and Oakland '

Get ideas to create a new look for your home.
We'll design different Iqbks for one room,
right before your very eyes.

Sunday, June 4, noon & 2pm at Northland, Eastland
and Oakland

Saturday, June 3, 1 l a m at Northland,
Eastland and Oakland

;

Saturday, June 3, 1pm at. Northland,
Eastland, Westland and Oakland
Sunday, June 4. 1 prn at Northland,
fJastland, Westland and.Oakland-

FOR RESERVATIONS
Northland 248-443-6101
Eastland 313 245-23-11
Westland 7 3 4 - 1 5 8 6 5 3 5
Oakland 248-597-2150
Genesee Valley 8 10-230-5880
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REDFORD
Plymouth a t Inkster
2 7 2 0 7 Plymouth Rd.

Murray's Discount Auto Parts Store!
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A Rosie by any other name

•

• •

At 107, she may be oldest living World War II female riveter
BY M.B.DILLON
CORRESPONDENT .

She's never been one to
draw attention to herselfj but
a national treasure lives in our
midst: 107-year-old Mary
Josephine Kenzie. The
Westland resident just might
be the oldest living "Rosie the
Riveter" in the United States.
During World War II,
women collectively known as
"Rosies" worked in factories
and performed other jobs traditionally held by men.
"Mom fibbed a little about
her age to get in at the Willow
Run bomber plant in
Ypsilanti," said son Bill Kenzie,
78, of Livonia. "Most of the
girls were in their 20s and
30s, and their husbands were
in the Army. Mom was in her
40s when she got a job there."
Gayle Roberts,
director/curator of museum
activities at the Yankee Air
Museum in Ypsilanti, said
most of the country's known
Rosies are in their 80s.
"Mrs. Kenzie is clearly one
of the oldest I have heard
about; certainly the oldest one
living that I am aware o f
Roberts said.
Bette Watson, director of
education at the Yankee Air
Museum, visits schools with
surviving Rosies, teaching
children about women's roles
in World War II. Watson
knows a few Rosies in their
80s, but no one older.
"The Rosies I know are in
their mid- arid late 80s, and
are pretty knowledgeable.
They say Mrs. Kenzie would
have to be the oldest living
Rosie," Watson said. "They are
totally amazed to hear that
mis woman is 107 years old.
They think Mrs. Kenzie is the
oldest one."
Bill Kenzie said his mother
— born July 29,1898, in
Newfoundland, Canada — has
a hard time conversing and
sleeps a lot these days.
He recalled that "she was a
real patriot. She wore dark
navy blue, and never missed
work. She didn't drive. °It was

V ^
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ANOTHER MILESTONE
Kenzie, who lived in Livonia
until her recent move to
Westland Convalescent
Center, also is the oldest
parishioner in the 75-year history of St. Michael the
Archangel Catholic Church.
Kenzie lives on afixedincome,
but still makes a church contribution every week.
"Until her health prevented
it, Mom always went to Mass.
She never missed," said her
son, who joined St. Michael
30 years ago along with his
mother.
Livonia's oldest Catholic
church is celebrating its 75th
anniversary this year, and St.
Michael pastor Rev. William
Tindall is giving Mrs. Kenzie
special recognition. At a special parish dinner-dance in
October, Mrs. Kenzie will be
honored with a certificate and
hand-crafted statue of St.
Michael the Archangel.
Kenzie's Catholic faith has
always been of great impor-

FAMILY HISTORY
Kenzie attended school
through 10th grade in St.
Georges, Newfoundland,
before moving to Ontario.
"She lost her dad (fisherman
Augustus Oliver) in a boating
accident," said Bill Kenzie, a
retired pipe-fitter and
machine builder. "He was
directly from France."
Kenzie's mother, Mary Jane
Oliver, was a
Newfoundlander. She gave
birth to four girls and six boys.
Kenzie is the only one still living.
"My grandmother re-married in St. Georges and moved
to Gait, Ontario," Bill said.
"Her second husband died
working on the railroad; he
was hit by a train.
(
!When my Mom married
my Dad, they moved to

TOM HAWLEV j S W r r m / i w ^ i i - i i u i

Patricia Pelto and Rick Wilsdon came up with the idea of Ricky's Dog House.
And Wilsdon even lent his name to the business after they discovered
someone else had a business in the state named the Dog House.

HOT DOGS
FROM PAGE A1

wanted to bring in something
different," said Wilsdon. "I'm an
expert on hot dogs. I love a good
hot dog"
The menu features 15 varieties
of hot dogs from the plain Jane
in a bun and popular chili dog to
New York- and Chicago-style
dogs and gourmet creations like
a pizza dog, tropical dog and
baked bean dog.
There are also brats, red hots
and Italian sausage as well as a
barbecued pulled pork sandwich. But don't look for french
fries to go with those chili dogs.
The frier unit was bigger than
the building, so they sell chips.
Pelto and Wilsdon decided if
the business was going to be a
success, they needed to serve
quality products. They get the
meat from the Dearborn
Sausage Co. and serve it in Aunt
Millie's potato buns.
The Dog House also serves
root beer just like Wilsdon
dreamed of. The Pepsi distributor was skeptical at first, but
Wilsdon said Ricky's "goes
through root beer like it's butter."
Pelto and Wilsdon weren't
sure what to expect when they
opened the door to Ricky's Dog
House. They'd taken vacation to
help man the place, but as the
pace picked up, they started hiring more and more employees.
They now have six employees
and are training three more
carhops.
"They work well together,
they're a wonderful team," said
Pelto. "All six seem to accept the
fact that we're growing. And the
feedback we're getting is that
people love to see the old

carhops come back. They like
sitting back and relaxing."
Word of mouth has helped the
business grow, and just weeks
into operation, they were ordering a larger steamer to accommodate business.
"We've had customers come in
and order one and rush back in '•
for another," said Pelto. "We had
one woman say she usually eats
one, but she ate two because
they were so good."
It was the sign out front that
caught the Rev. Beverly Tasys
eye. She had driven by several
times and wondered what it was
all about, so when she rode by
on her bicycle she decided to
stop.
She was surprised by the
carhop service and pleased with
the hot dog she ate.
"Hot dog is my favorite food,"
she said. "I've eaten them at The
Home Depot and been disappointed, so I came here and got
a good hot dog at the right
price."
Even though Ricky's has only
been open less than two months.
Pelto and Wilsdon already are
looking at ways to give back to
the community. The Girl Scouts,
Westland Figure Skating Club
and football boosters have
already used the oversized parking lot for car washes, and
Wilsdon is looking to have
remote-controlled car events,
catering to fathers and sons.
They're also venturing into to
weeknight car shows.
"We've done really good as a
team," Wilsdon said. "It's an
excellent partnership and I can't
stress how much support we've .
gotten from 1&e community.
That's why we want to give
back."
smasofi@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-2112
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a little difficult Dad (the late
Wilbur Kenzie) took her up to
Michigan Avenue to a certain
place, and she found a way to
get a bus up to the bomber
plant, according to her son.
You could depend on her to be
at work every day.
"Mom worked on the leading edge of the wing of the
bombers, riveting and bucking
(moving and loading mechanical equipment)" Bill added.
"They liked her, and when
they were closing up in 1945,
she was one of the very last
people to work there. She
helped them close."

Detroit for a better life. He
was a truck driver and very
smart mechanically."
For 27 years, Kenzie worked
at Providence Hospital as a
nurse assistant.
"She cared for newborns,
worked in the operating room
and prepped the patients," her
son said. "She knew everyone .
by heart and used to love to
work."
Her doctors marvel at the
physical adversity Kenzie has
overcome. Just before turning
100, she had a gall stone
removed. "It was near her gall
bladder, and they extracted it
through her esophagus and
mouth because of her age,"
said her son, who visits every
day and tends to his mom's
needs.
In a fall at a bingo hall at
age 97» Mrs. Kenzie fractured
her right femur and broke her
nose.
"They inserted a rod in her
leg and secured it with four
pins," he said. "When Mom
was 92, she was a passenger in
a car involved in a rollover
accident on 1-94 in Allen Park.
She had back and rib injuries."
She also had colon cancer
when she was 57 and a section
of her colon was removed. At
52, she suffered a broken
pelvis and ribs when she was a
passenger in a car accident on
a highway in Ontario.
What is Kenzie's secret to
long life? Her son can't say for
sure. He does know his 5-foot1,115-pound mother always
kept fit and active.
"When we lived on
Shadyside in Livonia, she was
in her 70s and she'd walk to
St. Michael's, which was a
mile," he said. "She walked two
miles round trip to shop at
Wonderland when we lived
near Joy and Middlebelt."
She used to make booties,
gloves, caps and afghans until
her eyesight put her on a
downgrade. She never drove
and never smoked, but she did
like a beer once in a while
before she went to bed. And
she likes her tea.
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Kenzie

tance in her life.
"Except for one sister, all of
us went to St. Leo's School (in
Detroit) for 12 years," Bill said.
"It's something she has always
believed in. She wanted all the
kids to have a Catholic education."
Kenzie, soon to be the
great-great-grandmother of
three — a great-great-grandson is due in June — and her
husband had three sons and
three daughters. Sadly, in
1925, a daughter died after
she was hit by a car at the age
of 6. Mrs. Kenzie buried a son
in 1999.
Her surviving children, in
addition to Bill, are Geraidine,
who lives in Dearborn; Jim, a
resident of Kentwood; and
Madeline of Florida, She has
20 grandchildren and 52
great-grandchildren. Four of
her grandsons are physicians;
two granddaughters served as
Army nurses.
Her son notes that "there
have been 10 Popes so far in
my mother's lifetime — Pope
Leo XIII through Pope
Benedict XVI. Mother was 13
years old when the Titanic
sank, and she is the oldest of
five generations in our family."

-

*.**

\ •'

titiTL

*tt-

•" / . •
,"* *
•K-

H
*?*

*

icnition

IF

s

Is Proud To Welcome Our Newest Presenting Sponsor
^r

* --* f

TEAM" at im#X
www. bin jimer.com
\

VTfFj-K

uuujuj.defcn01ttc3n1fc10n.com

« I

1 '
* ' + ArUflLHf

<W)

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, May 25,2006

iowwJwmetownHfe.com

Entrepreneur Karas lived
cook, help those in need
BY PAN WEST
STAFF WRITER

Margaret Mercedes
(Johnson) Karas turned a passion for cooking into a charitable mission and successful
catering business that spurred
three western Wayne County
banquet facilities.
In recent years, Mrs. Karas
continued to cook in a soup
kitchen for migrant workers
and VFW hall while retired in
Palmetto, Fla., until she
became ill with heart problems; Mrs. Karas died on
Saturday at age 83.
"She always said, I f you're
going to do a job, do it right, or
don't do it at all,'" said William
Johnson, Mrs. Karas' oldest
child who owns the catering
businesses she started in
Livonia in 1953. "She said that
all the time to her kids, even
when they were little."
Mrs. Karas was born in St.
Ignace on July 19,1922, where
her father, Victor Phelps, was
chef on the ferry boats that
carted passengers across the
Straits of Mackinac before the
Mackinac Bridge was constructed.
As an adolescent, her family
moved to Farmington
Township where she attended
Clarenceville High School. She
quit school in the 11th grade to
support her family by working
in a potato chip factory. She

Mrs. Karas

married Burton Parker
Johnson in 1939. The couple
moved to Livonia where they
raised seven children.
"She learned to make many
meals from scratch during the
depression where there wasn't
the money to buy prepared
food," Johnson added. '!And
later in life, she continued to
make her own baked beans,
sauerkraut and sauces from
scratch."
Her initial claim to fame
came when she prepared
Danish rolls and other baked
goods for the altar society arid
priest retreats at St. Michael's
Catholic Church. This moved
her to start a catering business
out of her home on Brookfield
Avenue in the Five MileFarmington Road area.
Even while cooking for her
business and raising seven
children, she found time to

Camp registration open

DEATHS

teach cooking classes, prepare
meals for charities, make
rosaries for missionaries stationed all around the world
and tend to at least 27 foster
children at various times in her
home.
"There were so many children she cared for, that our
family can't remember all their
names," Johnson said.
Mrs. Karas' business grew to
establish banquet facilities in
Livonia and Westlarid. She
sold the business to Johnson in
1972. His operations now
include Burton Manor in
Livonia, Karas House Banquet
Facility in Redford and Roma
Banquets in Garden City. She
moved to Arizona where she
opened a restaurant and several taverns and sold those operations before moving to

Lawrence W. Frazer
Frazer, 44, died May 19.
K
Margaret Mercedes (Johnson) Karas
Karas, 83, formerly of Livonia, died
May 20.
M
Robert E. McKnight, M.D.
McKnight, 88, died May 22.
S
Marvin George Schaeffer
S t a f f e r , 84, of farmington Hills, died
May 20.
Richard D. Seibert
Seibert, 57, of Wayne, died May 18.
Beverly J. Steele
Steele, 80, of Bloomfield Township,
died May 21.
. Complete paid obituaries can be found
inside today's newspaper in Passages
on page A20.

Calling all kids for the
YWCA Western Wayne County
2006 summer day camp.
Kids are invited to spend the
summer having fun, making
new friends, going on field
trips and playing games
planned by YWCA camp counselors.
Each week of camp will have
a different theme. Kids will
spend a week showing their
support for the United States,
discovering the great outdoors,
learning about different countries, exploring outer space and
more. Camp activities include
swimming, basketball, games,
scavenger hunts, science experiments, movies, arts and crafts.
The YWCA has a special
offer for youth ages 11-15. They
can sign up to participate in

the Counselor-in-Training
(GIT) Program, which is
designed to offer them an
opportunity to learn the basics
of camp counseling.
Teenagers will receive
American Red Cross CPR and
First Aid Certifications. Space
is limited for this program, so
sign your teen up early.
Camp begins June 26 and
ends Aug. 18. Hours are 9 a.m.
to 4 p.m. Before and after care
is available. Parents can sign
children up for the entire
eight-week camp or on a weekly or daily basis. Sibling discounts also are available.
For more information or to
register a child, call the YWCA
Western Wayne County Camp
Department at (313) 561-4110,
Ext. 17.

Welcome Home!

Florida.

FREE

Her first husband died in
1988, and later she remarried
Andrew Karas. In addition to
her children and their spouses,
she is survived by 17 grandchildren and 19 great-grandchildren.
Tfye funeral for Mrs. Karas
took place at St. Michael's
Church on Wednesday.
In lieu of flowers, the family
would appreciate donations in
Mrs. Karas name to Hospice of
Michigan and Right to Life of
Michigan.

Class for veterans
*•.-?*
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Suite 150 • Bloomfield Hills

dwest@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-2109

Topics Include:
1 Avoid Costly Mistakes!
2. Plan, Plan, Plant
3. Free Money???
4. Forming Your Team
5. "Help" is a four-letter word

P O O R SLEEP?
If you are a woman 45-55 years old, with an irregular or
stopped menstrual cycle and you sleep poorly, you may
qualify to be in our laboratory sleep research study.

Subjects will be paid.
Questions:

Contact: Cheryl John
9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
C.S. Mott Center
275 E. Hancock

www.vetbizcentraf.com • michvets@sbcglobal.net

Email: AI7832@wayne.edu

OPEN 7 DAYS!

734-451-5500
40111 StHO at0R^FT RII
PLYMOUTH TWP.
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Do-It-Yourself or have us install your p .
See Us for Fertilizer and Seeding Products!
We Also Carry:
• Soils • Sands • Grass Seed • Brick Pavers • Garden Wall
• Decorative Stone • Boulders • Mulch • Statuary
• Ponds • Water Features • Fountains
Patio and Pond Installation Also Available!
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BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Robert Ficano has a vision
for Wayne County.
He wants two plants built in
Wayne County - the country's
next ethanol producing plant
and the world's second plant
that produces succinic acid, a
substitute for petroleum in the
manufacture of plastics.
The Wayne County executive also wants more than one
gas station in the county
pumping the alternative E-85
fuel.
They're lofty visions, but
Ficano believes it's doable as
the state reinvents itself to fit
in with today's global economy.
That's the message he delivered to senior citizens who
joined him for "Lunch with
Bob" Monday at the Westland
senior Friendship Center.
The lunch was designed to
hear seniors' concerns and
Ficano and his department
heads did hear questions
about road improvements
along Cherry Hill west of
Newburgh and the need for
mass transit. But Ficano took
a few minutes to present a
campaign-style speech on the
good things that are on the
horizon in Wayne County.
"The biggest asset in the
area is the Wayne County airport," Ficano told the seniors.
"This is a global economy now,
it's no longer location, location, location, it's speed, speed,
speed. International business-

Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano speaks to the seniors at the Westland Friendship Center.

es are locating here because
they have immediate access to
our markets."
Ficano admitted that the
one concern he hears from
seniors is the state of the economy, but he's quick to point
out that this isn't the first time
the region has faced hard
times, referring to the 1980s.
"We've always been redefining ourselves," he said.
But the focus is shifting to
the area around Detroit Metro
and Willow Run airports
where international businesses like Magna Automotive and

Toyota are building research
and development facilities.
"The 1-94 and 1-275 corridor is poised to push the economy1 not only in Detroit but in
the Midwest," Ficano said.
The county has partnered
with Michigan State
University to get grants to give
to stations to convert over to
E-85, possibly replacing the
midgrade gas with the alternative fuel. Ficano wants 20 new
stations the first year and 2040 the next year.
The county with MSU also
is applying for an urban agrizone designation in order to
get a second U.S. ethanol.

plant, and with MSU owning a
patent on succinic acid, it's
quite possible the first U.S.
manufacturing plant could be
built in Wayne County.

SUPPORTING JOBS
"We are a resilient area," he
said." We can do this. We can
do something about this.
Government doesn't create
jobs, it creates an environment
to create jobs."
Ficano also spoke out in
support of tougher high school
requirements, telling seniors
that raising the bar higher and
requiring the algebra and sciences are what's needed to

the eastbound traffic "he said.
produce engineers.
As for transportation,
'We used to tell our children
Ficano told the seniors U.S.
to sit up and eat their dinner
because children were starving Sen. Debbie Stabenow, Din China, now it's 'go,;to college Michigan, has secured $1Q0
million in federal money to do
because there's a childin,
a study of rapid transit in the
China wahling to take you|
metrcjpolitan area. : .
job,*" he s&d,
-,'
:V
"Economic growth will
But one?senior challenged
occur where we put public
Ficaiio's comments, telling
transportation," he added.
him that she has.three grandchildren hi college, struggling
"When I was young we had
to pay tuition.
a nice rail system," one senior
told him. "Nobody had cars.
"They can't find jobs, so
You could go all over, but they
where's the money going to
come from to pay the tuition?" tore it all up when cars took
over."
she asked.
Ficano also was urged to not
Ficano pointed out that
turn over the wooded countygrants are available to pay for
owned property across
a college education, however,
Newburgh from the center for
the increase in tuition "is an
development of the proposed
issue between the state and
Frontier Park.
college boards."
"It's the last part of the good
Seniors also asked what is
being done to make it safer for stuff left in Westland," one
senior told the county execudrivers to make left turns off
Cherry Hill on to northbound . tive. "I'd like one little piece of
good stuffleft, we don't need
Newburgh. The city already
another hockey field."
has begun land acquisition to
widen the road from the inter"We don't anticipate that's
section to the railroad tracks.
going to happen," Ficano said.
"There's not a lot of support
The traffic count has
for it," added Mayor Sandra
"increased dramatically" on
Cicirelli. "It would need a millCherry Hill, topping 20,000
age and we're not supportive
cars a day, and the county is
of that. We don't see it going
working with the city to
anywhere."
address the problems at the •
intersection. The widening
Claire Helmcamp found
will help, but widening Cherry what Ficano had to say interHill beyond the tracks will be
esting, especially transportamore difficult because of the
tion.
two-lane bridge over 1-275,
"I grew up on the East
Ficano said.
Coast, I could go anywhere on
public transportation," she
"By expanding the capacity
said.
to widen the road will make it
smason@hometownlife.com i (734} 953-2112
easier to make a left turn for
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Memorial Bay Spe&iats
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DRASTICALLY REDUCED PRICING
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2.3 Miles W. of Canton Center Rd.

(734) 495-1700

of something ethical that for
whatever reason we are not
privy to, tliat's one thing,"
Graunstadt said. "Otherwise,
why are we not being given the
whole story? I think this leads to
speculation on the part of the
public."
She said she hadn't heard any
grumbling about Patane's job
performance until he was suddenly fired.
Graunstadt voiced concerns
that the library, with two directors fired within two years,
might now have a reputation of
turmoil that could make it difficult to attract the best job candidates.
dclem@bometownlife.com I (734) 953-2110
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BECK ROAD

50145 Ford Road • Canton

Delivery &
Installation
Available

daily library operations.
Specifically, some of those officials confirmed as late as
Tuesday afternoon that they
have received complaints about
Rintz micromanaging the
library.
Rintz, however, has said
Patane was warned that he
needed to change the way he
was handling certain aspects of
his job and that he should follow
library policies.
Last week, Westland City
Councilman Richard LeBlanc
questioned why the allegations,

if substantiated, didn't result in
a unanimous vote by the library
board to fire Patane, rather than
a 3-2 split.
On TUesday, Patane again
declined to comment on his firing.
Councilwoman Cheryl
Graunstadt said this week that
she still hasn't received enough
information to fully understand
the library upheaval.
"We know little more than we
did a week ago," she said. "We
don't know the whole story of
what's going on. I'm not comfortable with the level of information that has been disclosed.
"Unless a crime was committed, or unless there was a breach
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Can your bank top this?

11-Month Certificate of Deposit
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4-Month Certificate of Deposit
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hen I left my bank for Community Choice
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OPSM
La-Z-Boy
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recBner

Credit Union, it was to get better treatment.

Little did I realize I'd also earn more interest on my
CDs. So, if you want one-on-one personal service and

1-877-243-2528

great rates, the choice can be yours.

Livonia • Redford
Branch on Ann Arbor Trail at
Wayne Road now open

Everyone is welcome!
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balance of $500 is required. Penalty for early withdrawal Other terms available.
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Why did I switch my
checking from a bank to
Community Choice Credit Union?

TOM HOFFMEYERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Wayne County Homeland Security Chief James Buford speaks t o attendees at
the American Society of Industrial Security's conference at Laurel Manor in
Livonia.

Planning is key to
disasters
BY ALEX LUNDBERG
STAFF WRITER

Attendees at the 23rd
Annual American Society for
Industrial Security Update
Trainir/g seminar, Detroit
Chapter, were counseled that
security was their responsibility and that while there's no way
to plan for everything, there
are ways to be prepared for
whatever the worst might be.
ASIS was formed in 1955 to
encourage the development of
the security profession through
education on general and specific security-related topics.
There are more than 33,000
members worldwide.
The ASIS seminar, May 17
and 18 in Livonia, was marked
by special presentations on all
forms of public and private
security ranging from large
event management (the recent
Super Bowl and All Star
games) to electronic security
inside and outside law enforcement.
The overwhelming message
of the two-day event was the
importance of planning. Good
planning means a better
chance of survival in the case of
a disaster, man-made or naturally-occurring.
A lot of the flawed thinking
about homeland security and
disaster planning, said Dan
'Mendelson, President of
/ Unitex Direct of Walled Lake,
/ surrounds the belief that the
government can help.
"Government is too big to
answer every disaster that
comes up because they can't
plan for everything" he said.
"Businesses have to have specific plans even though there
are limits to what they can do."
A good example of the failure
of government, he said, was the
levees in New Orleans. Tens of
millions of dollars would have
saved billions in damages
thiere, but that money was tied
uj> in jurisdictional bickering.
The day's keynote speaker,
Wayne County Director of
Homeland Security James
Buford, said cooperation is the
name of the game.
"We have to have the ability
to draw together all 43 communities in Wayne County, the
Airport Authqrity and
Metroparks — it's important to
have our emergency operations
plans in order," he said. "It's
time to think on a regional
scale."
Every community has different strengths, he said. The
regional approach to security
and emergency response has to

Gndy
Community Choice Member,
on her soapbox
about financial institutions.

ASIS was formed in 1955 to
encourage the development
of the security profession
through education on

"Hey, I like a good deal as much as anyone- Especially when
it comes to banking. So when I discovered my bank's "free"
checking was loaded with hidden fees that weren't so "free/7
I looked around. Thaf s when I discovered Community
Choice Credit Union. Their checking accounts are not only
"free/7 they come with Free Internet Banking and Free Bill

security-related topics.
There aremore than 33,000
members worldwide.
coordinate emergency teams,
haz-mat teams and other first
responders so that everyone
can respond to incidents as one
force. The cooperation has to
include all six southeast
Michigan counties because
help from the federal government is starting to wane.
"We have to know we can
lean on each other because
Homeland Security dollars are
shrinking " Buford said. "The
federal government approved
$860 million in 2005 and
$760 this year. It's important
that we come together and
pool our resources."
In that respect, he said private concerns have a lot to
offer. Any of the cities in
Michigan have great resources
but a company like GM is
multinational and understands
security on a global scale. He
said he looked forward to partnering with companies like
that in the future.
Vince Tata is a business
development manager for
Guardsmark, a private security
company with a location in
Troy He said the world of private security has opened up
since 9/11.
"A lot of people look at security differently," Tata said. "It's
more important than it was in
the past. The industry has
upgraded pay and benefits to
attract better quality employees."
Murray LaPointe, ASIS
Detroit Chapter Update chair
and Wackenhut Security in
Livonia said the business has
been big since the World Trade
Center came down.
a "Revenues have been
through the roof in private
security," he said. "Government
funding is going down and you
can't count on diem for disas- r
ter planning. Business has to
take care of itself and there's
been a greater grasp of the
need for private security."

Pay To my way of thinking, that's like getting paid to take
their checking account. So, now I'm on my soapbox, telling
the world: you don't have to take it anymore from a bank that
doesn't care. It can be your choice - at Community Choice."
<:<r-
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Everyone welcome!
www.communitychoicecu.org

Livonia • Redford

N e w branch o n A n n A r b o r Trail at Wayne R o a d n o w o p e n .
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alundberg@oe.homecomm.net
(248) 901-2536

SALES • SERVICE • INSTALLATION • PARTS
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Tnese are premium brand name units
with a 15-20 year service life!
\)f builder's models with short life expectancy)

• We will NOT sell you something you don't need or want!
• We WILL provide prompt, quality, professional
workmanship at a fair price!

FREE ESTIMATES!
Licensed and Insured
V

rte

Lie. 71-01599

GARDEN CITY
30210 Ford Road
>

m and Parts

Mission Point welcomes guests to our
delightful corner of historic Mackinac
Island with a unique blend of style, grace,
hospitality and incredible value!
Michigan residents can enjoy a midweek
Mission Point stay (Sunday through
Thursday) for just $109 per night. Or
weekends from just $149 per night.*

..r
*

'Some restrictions apply.

M

Family Package*
Bring the gang and save1 Includes 3 days
and 2 nights, 2^-day bike rentals, a 1-day
Tower Museum ticket, family picnic basket
and 18 holes of championship putting on
the Greens. Plus breakfast each morning
and dinner in the Round Island Bar and Grill.
Round trip ferry tickets, luggage handling
and gratuities included. Just $272 per adult,
and $ 119 per child (over 12). Be sure to visit
www.missionpoint.com for details on these
and other money-saving offers!

May 3 - June 15 & September 5 - October 30, 2006.
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11 am-3 pm
FOOD!
Painting
Pressure Check
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Here's how Legacy Initiative
shows savings of $1.8 million
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA
STAFF WRITER

Livonia Public School
administrators plan to deliver
on their promise next year.
The Legacy Initiative, a controversial strategy to close and
reconfigure schools, should
save the district $1.8 million in
the coming school year. Early
estimates showed the plan
would save between $1.5 and
$2 million each year for five
years.

LI. SAVINGS
The $2.9 million savings is
detailed in the following budget reductions, as shared by
director of finance Lisa
Levesque. Cut will be:
• Six positions including
Elementary Student Assistance
Providers, learning specialists
and reading recovery teachers
- to save $356,000.
• Five paraprofessionals - to
save $150,000.
• Six media specialists - to
save $420,000.
• Two and a half secretary
positions - to save $95,000.

BUDGET
FROM PAGE Al

district gained from an asbestos
lawsuit settlement, Livonia
Public School could see an overall increase in revenue at around
$2.4 million.
But the district's expenses are
also set to rise.
Levesque said salaries will
increase by $2.1 million. Health
insurance costs will rise by $1.2
million, and retirement costs
will increase by $1.65 million.
Utilities and taxes are expected
to rise by $700,000. The district
will experience some savings about $1.35 million - when
about 25 teachers retire. The
increased costs will total $4.3
million.

IMPACT OF U .
The Legacy Initiative is
expected to cost the district $1.1
million next year, and at the
same time save $2.9 million.
The total savings will be $1.8
million, said Levesque.
Much of that savings comes at
the cost of district employees.
One area of savings came in
lower than first anticipated. The
district plans to cut five rather
than eight paraprofessionals
next year.
All of the K-4 buildings will
have an early childhood parapro,
said Levesque. Currently, elementary schools choose between
an early childhood or technology
parapro. The district will maintain three technology parapros each will be responsibleforthree
lower and one upper elementary
school.
Trustee Cynthia Markarian
asked how the district will
ensure that 'Sve're not shortchanging our support stafi?
Liepa said in reducing the
custodial staff by 15, for example, the district will still allocate
the same number of custodians
per school. Because there will be
more students, those employees
"will be stretched a little thinner," but they will have fewer
buildings to clean.

DEALING WITH DEFICIT
Taking into account the difference between revenue and
expenses, and adding the current year's deficit of $1.8 million,
Levesque said, the district's

B Four administrators - to
save $400,000.
• Fifteen custodial positions
- to save $900,000.
• Five to seven teaching
positions to increase efficiency
in staffing levels - and save
$300,000.
• Utility costs after closing
six buildings - will save
$300,000.

U . EXPENSES
The projected $1.1 million in
new costs will encompass the
following:
• Playground equipment
will be installed at Rosedale
Elementary and Riley Upper
Elementary schools - at a cost
of $200,000.
• Moving costs are estimated at $65,000.
• Retaining custodial positions through the summer to
assist with the move will cost
$110,000.
• The cost to lease 20 buses
for transporting more students
under the plan is $225,000.
• Transportation operating
costs, such as fuel, repairs and
drivers, for those 20 buses are

deficit in 2007 will be $3.66
million. The Legacy Initiative
will offset $1.8 million of that
deficit.
She recommended that the
board plan to spend about $1.16
million of its fund equity next
year, and make an additional
$700,000 in budget cuts to balance the budget
"This is still a very, very difficult process," said Levesque, noting that the district has cut $19
million from its budget in the
pastfiveyears.
She detailed the $700,000
reductions as follows:
• Cutting one high school
counseling position - to save
$60,000.
• One and a half fewer high
school secretarial staff- to save
$60,000.
• One less secretary in the
central office warehouse - to
save $40,000.
• A10 percent cut in supplies
- t o save $253,000.
• Reduction in capital outlay
and maintenance - to save
$125,000.
• Spending less on professional development - to save
$70,000.
• Fewer substitutes and less
overtime - to save $92,000.
Most cuts are being kept away
from teaching staff, but will
impact secretarial and custodial
staff, said Levesque. The reduction of equipment and supplies
will be absorbed district-wide.
Equipment like fax machines
and overhead projectors will not
be replaced.
. T m not minimizing this "said
Levesque. "We are feeling the
impact of these budget cuts.
There is no doubt about it. They
are having to do more with less."
She said the district continues
to seek new opportunities for
revenue enhancement, even
while planning to cut the budget.
Should the board support this*
recommendation, and spend
$1.16 million of its savings fund,
next year's fund balance will be
left with a balance of $6.8 million. Morgan noted this recommendation requires Livonia
Public Schools to spend less of
its fund equity - about
$600,000 less - than it has in
recent years.
scasola@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2054

COMPUTE MARINE STORE AND SERVICE COMPLEX

15% OFF
DOCKAGE &
RACK & LAUNCH RATES
Don't Miss The Boat On this Deal!
'Afeiv Custoimirs

Only

www.HumbuBmarina.com ,.
Gibraltar, Ml

mere the Detroit Him Meets Lake Erie

734-676-6633

Back Pain?
Southfleld, MI - According to a recently released back pain
relief report, most back pain sufferers have no idea how to
eliminate their pain. Some use heat, others ice. From
sleeping on the floor, to pillows underneath the legs, back
pain relief techniques very. But thanks to a free report, local «
back pain sufferers finally know exactly what to do. To get a |
copy of the free "Back Pain Relief Report", call toll-free,
3
1 - 8 8 8 - 7 4 4 - 2 2 2 5 . (Toll-free, 24 hour recorded message) g
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COMMUNITY CALENDAR
Listings for the Community Calendar
should be submitted in writing. They
can be mailed to Sue Mason at 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, by fax at
(734) 591-7279 or by e-mail at smason@oe.homecomm.net. For more
information, call (734) 953-2112.

estimated at $530,000.
Levesque rioted that playground equipment, moving
and custodial summer help are
one-time costs of implementing the plan. "That will not
continue from year-to-year"
she said. "I think we're looking
at Year Two savings in excess of
$2 million."

Eating Disorders
Get help, get real information and reat
expectations, at an. eating disorder
support group which meets 7-8:30
p.m. Wednesday in the auditorium of

Garden City Hospital, 6245 Inkster
Road, Garden City. All meetings are
closed - for people of all ages with
eating disorders and are free of
charge. Family and friends support is
on the second Wednesday of the
month while parents support is on the
fourth Wednesday of the month. For
more information, call Darlene at
(734) 324-3089.
Advocacy group
The Wayne-Westland Alliance for the
Mentally III, a self-heip and advocacy

group, meets at 7 p.m. the first and '„«
third Thursday of the month.at St. *.
John's Episcopal Church, 555 S. Wayne
Road, at Bayview, Westland. For mort:
information, call (734) 362-8825.
i;
TOPS
i
TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly). >
meets every Wednesday at St. John's*
Episcopal Church, 555 S. Wayne Road;l
Westland. Weigh-in is 6:30-7:15 p.m., ^
with the meeting 7:30-8:30 p.m. For |
more information, call Rosalie at (73$)
728-0299.
$
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FROM SINKING FUND

(313)937-8085
10008 Beech Daly
2 Miles S. of 1-96
Bedford Township

The Legacy plan will also
require facility and technology
upgrades, though those costs about $1.8 million will be covered by the district's sinking
fund, rather than the general
fund.
The bulk of those renovation
costs involved cement paving
at school parking lots, at price
of $1.1 million. Cooper Upper
Elementary renovations will
cost $550,000. Technology
upgrades at Rosedale will cost
$50,000, while other upgrades
including kitchen equipment
and outdoor storage will cost
$100,000.

• preschool thru kindergarten
• open 7 am - 6 pm year round
• balanced academic curriculum
• montessori methods
• music/computer/gym
• nutritious snacks
• certified teachers
»1/2 time programs
• full time programs
• sibling discounts

$ 5 0 OFF
TUITION
With Coupon
To Be Used Within Firbt Month
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CALL OR CLICK FOR FREE SHIPPING & OTHER EXCLUSIVE OFFERS

B^ 1.877.2BUY.VZW€!^S .Ofrverizonwireless.com;
AUTHORIZED RETAILERS Equipment prices & return policy vary by locate.

VERIZON WIRELESS COMMUNICATIONS STORES
ANN ARBOR
2570 Jackson Ave.
(next to Blockbuster)
734-769-1722
Briarwood Mat!
(in Sears Wing,
near Center Ct.)
AUBURN HILLS
Great Lakes Crossing Mall
248-253-1799
Courtland Center Mall
(near JC Penney)
BRIGHTON
8159 Challls, Suite C
(off Grand River,
in front of Target)
810-225-4789
BURTON
•1295 S. Center Rd.
(at corner of Lapeer Rd.)
810-743-4846
Courtland Center Mall
CANTON
42447 Ford Rd.
(comer of Ford & Lilley
Rds., Canton Corners)
734-844-0481

DEARBORN
24417 Ford Rd.
(just West of Telegraph)

313-278-4491

Fairlane Mall
(3rd floor next to Sears)
313-441-0168
DETROIT
14126 Woodward
(Model T Plaza)
.
313-869-7392
[
FARMINGTON HILLS
"
31011 Orchard Lake Rd.
(S.W. Corner of Orchard
Lake Rd.& 14 Mile Rd.)
248-538^9900
FEHTQM
17245 Silver Pkwy
(in the Sears Plaza)

»

810-629-2733

FT. GRATIOT
4129 24th Ave.
810-385-1231
LAKE QH10N
2531 S. Lapeer Rd.
(Orion Mall 2 miles
N. of the Palace)
248-393-6800

ROYAL OAK
31921 Woodward Ave.
(at Normandy)
248-549-4177
ST. GLAIR SHORES
26401 Harper Ave.
(at 1 0 1 / 2 Mile)
586-777-4010
SQ0THF1EL0
28117TelegraphRd.
(South of 12 Mile Rd.)
248-358-3700
STERLING HEIGHTS
45111 Park Ave.
(M-59 & M-53,
Utica Park Plaza)
586-997-6500

Lakeside Mall
(Lower C t play area)
'Three Generations Plaza
TAYLOR
20580 Haggerty Rd.
734-779-0148
23495 Eureka Rd.
NOVI
(across from Southland Mall)
43025 12 Mile Rd.
734-287-1770
'welve Oaks
m. Southland Center
ervice Dr.,
I P 23000 Eureka Rd.
North of Sears)
•
(in theJC Penney wing)
248-305-6600
Twelve Oaks Mall
(lower level play area)
LHORTHVIUE

Teamed
with

PONTIACWTERFQRD
454 Telegraph Rd.
(across from
Summit Place Mall)
248-335-9900
ROCHESTER HILLS
3035 S. Rochester Rd.
(at Auburn Rd.)
248-853-0550

TROY
1913 E. Big Beaver Rd.
(Troy Sports Center)
248-526-0040
Oakland Mall
(inside Main Entrance,
next to Food Court)
WESTLAND
35105 Warren Rd.
( a w . Corner of Warren
& Wayne Rds.)
734-722-7330
OR VISIT THE VERIZON
WIRELESS STORE
AT CIRCUIT CITY
ANN ARBOR
AUBURN HILLS
BRIGHTON
DEARBORN
HARPER WOODS
LAKESIDE
NOVI

R0SEV1LLE
TAYLOR
TROY
WESTLAND

See store for
Return/Exchange Policy.

S

Lutent Technologies

Proud sponsor of
the Detroit Pistons

Authorized Retailers may Impose additional equipment related charges, inducing cancellation fee

HLO0MRELD HILLS
1-888-607-1800
BRIGHTON
Auto One Brighton
810-227-2808
Cellular and More

810-227-7440
CANTON
Cellular and More

734-981-7440
CLARKSTON
CeHutar TechnatogEes

248-625-1201

Communications USA
248-280-6390
COMMERCE
Cellular Source
248-360-9400
Wireless Tomorrow
248-669-1200
DEARBORN
Kelly Cellular
313-582-1130
FARMINGTON HIUS
Cellular City
248-848-8800
FEHTON
Cellular and Mere
810-629-7440
FERNDALE
Communications USA
248-542-5200
FT. GRATIOT
Wireless Solutions
810-385-3400
GROSSE FOINTE
Authorized Cellular
313-417-1000

HOWELL
Cvtrontcs

STERLING HEIGHTS
Authorized Cellular

MACOMB
Authorized Cellular

SYLVAN LAKE
Vfin)ess Link
248-681-1700
TAYLOR
Cell Phone Warehouse
734-374-4472
TROY
The Wireless Sbon
248-458-1111
UTICA
MobMMobile Wireless

517-548-7705
586-566-8555

Herkimer Radio
734-242-0806
Herkimer Too
734-384-7001

MT CLEMENS

Authorized Cellular
586-468-7300
NEW HUDSON
Fusion Communications
248-437-5353
NOVI
Multilinks

248-476-0077

OBT0NV1LLE
USA Wireless
248-627-4833
PLYMOUTH
Ann Aitor Wireless

586-795-8610

586-739-9977
WARRED
Wireless Network

586-573-7599
WESTBLOOMRELD
248-681-7200
WIXOH
Auto One
248-960-0500

734-456-3200
ROCHESTER
Wireless Xpert
248-650-5151
Authorized Cellular

589-293-6664
80YALOAK
Fusion Communications

248-549-7700
SOUTH FIELD
WirehHsUSA

248-395-2222
Free Handset Software I

Activation fee/line: $35
IMPORTANT CONSUMER INF0RMAT10N:Subject to Customer Agreement, Calling Plan, Rebate Form & credit approval. $175 termination fee^lne, up to45(/mtEi afterallowance. Rebatetakes 8-10 weeks. Usage roundedto
next full minute. Network details and coverage maps at verizonwlreless.com. While supplies last Offers, coverage and service not available everywhere.!/ CAST Music Charges and conditions may apply. ©2006 Verizon Wireless
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its own day
J/, Over t h e years, Memorial Day has become an anticipated holiday, particularly here in Michigan where it is the
Unofficial start of summer. And with weather forecasts
predicting summer-like temperatures, this coming weekend should make for a great holiday. Many people will use
the three-day weekend to get out of town. Some will head
lip North, while others will attend family picnics or barbecues. There always seems to be something going on
Memorial Day weekend.
Sometimes lost in our festivities, however, is the reason
for the holiday in the first place - the hundreds of thousands of American soldiers who lost their lives in defense
of America. Somehow, in recent years, the day's meaning
has been w a t e r e d down. As a result, the n u m b e r of
Memorial Day parades and other such activities have
dropped. Livonia, for example, canceled its Memorial Day
parade a couple years ago because of a tight budget, but
mostly because of a lack of interest in the event.
Memorial Day has its genesis in 1868, when Union
General John A. Logan designated a day to decorate the
graves of Civil W a r soldiers at Arlington N a t i o n a l
Cemetery. Within a couple decades, the day - May 30 w£s dedicated to the memory of all America's war dead.
I£ 1971, Memorial Day was declared a federal holiday,
and is now observed on the last Monday in May.
There has been a movement by some veterans groups,
including the Veterans of Foreign Wars, to once again
observe Memorial Day on May 30, regardless of where it
falls in the week. They argue that changing the date to
create a long weekend has altered its meaning. Since
1999, Hawaii Sen. Daniel Inouye has time a n d again
introduced legislation to set a fixed date, but it hasn't
gone very far. It is an issue our lawmakers should consider, particularly now that we are losing American soldiers
nearly on a daily basis in Iraq.
-Since the current war began in March of 2003, 2,454
American troops have been killed in Iraq. No matter what
anybody thinks about this particular war - and polls
show a majority of Americans now think it was a mistake
- there should be no doubts about the commitment to
our troops. They are in a tough situation, fighting against
a well-trained, determined enemy, and facing the possibility of death on a daily basis. Many have already given
everything, while many others have been wounded or
maimed.
The freedoms that all Americans so enjoy would not be
possible without the sacrifice of its soldiers. The least we
could do is make sure they know we appreciate and honor
that sacrifice. F.ven if it gets in the way of a family vacation.

reat state
T h e state m o t t o says it all, "If you seek a pleasant
fffeninsula, look about you."
^.Michigan's two peninsulas are magical places in summer. We occupy a special position on planet Earth, sur$|>unded by the awesome waters of four of the five Great
|kkes.
v These lakes and an abundance of natural resources —
*X
w o o d , copper, i r o n — h a v e m a d e
A
J' ihiganan industrial leader.
#
I ut as s u m m e r b e g i n s , we a r e
1 wn to those same lakes for recre*h
l »n and renewal.
Fp North has a special meaning for
I state's urban residents. It's the
i ^e they go to fish, hunt, hike, bike,
( oe, cottage, sail, beach walk, hill
n b , browse a n t i q u e stores, eat
*i.
ge and get away.
1
o u r i s m is a big b u s i n e s s in
- A
i _
ivxichigan. We offer d e e p yellow
beaches on which to watch brilliant orange sunsets on
Lake Michigan. We have the stark multicolored striations
of Pictured Rock on Lake Superior. We have the remote
beauty of Isle Royale National Park and the closer-tohome beauty of Lake Huron's rocky shoreline.
; We have rippling streams running through deep green
forests. We have spectacular golf courses, with scenic
views in lush manicured settings. We have miles of bike
trails.
; And when we've run, swum, golfed, hiked, fished, boated and hiked, we have a choice selection of accommodations from the luxuriant Grand Hotel on Mackinac Island
to modern, family friendly motels to cozy, comfortable
l>ed and breakfasts.
Michigan residents know all about the special beauty of
their state. Now it's time to spread the word to others.
This is a great state to visit and summer beckons.

WESTLAND

PUBLISHED THURSDAY AND SUNDAY

Sue Mason
Community Editor
Hugh Gallagher
Managing Editor

Marty Carry
Advertising Director
Peter Neill
Vice President
General Manager

Susan Rosiek
Executive Editor
Our fundamental purposes are to enhance the lives of our
readers, nurture the hometownswe serve and contribute
to the business success of our customers.

LETTERS
New director or new board?

housing complex" pop up out of the
ground and shoot for the stars. A commuWell, they did it again. That's not entire- nity of Vets Helping Vets, offering solutions to everyday problems when vets have
ly accurate. Two members of the library
been turned away, discouraged and disBoard that fired our first library director
are on the Library Board that just fired our carded by the same system they fought to
defend.
second library director. Of course, one of
them did not vote to fire Mr. Patane and
Any individuals that may have contacts
the other voted to fire both library direcwithin the company they work for or know
tors.
of someone else that does, we need all the
financial support we can muster to make
Avery little Holmsian logic tells us who
the great firer is except... he was appoint- this "dream" a reality. I have no idea how
successful we will be in obtaining the
ed by the mayor and kept his job through
funds for this project from Uncle Sam, but
the minor dust-up which occurred when
if we don't try, we'll never know. This
the first firing took place.
country was built with guts, gaul and
So there you are.
dreams.
We, the taxpaying public, never did find
out why they fired the first library director,
Last year, if you recall the Detroit
and-so far all, we are hearing about this
Pistons made a sizable ($33,000) contricase is administrative baloney.
bution to us during the playoffs, this
I go to the library often. Take out a lot of money has been put aside and will be used
toward this project. We will keep a positive
books, pay more fines than a normal per' attitude and hope that our "ship" comes in!
son should, and continue to volunteer at
Thanks again for everyone's help and supthe library. I like libraries. I think our
port. I'll keep you posted on how this projlibrary is one of our city's best institutions.
ect progresses.
When you see how busy it is you realize it
is important to a lot of our folks, and folks
Vince Berna
from our neighboring cities. So we ought
Veterans Haven
to take care of it.
When they fired our first director with a Anderson is aood choice
split vote on the committee in what
appeared to be a rather pre-emptive manI would just like to comment about State
ner with no adequate explanation for the
Rep. (Glenn) Anderson for state senator. I
firing, I felt we would be hard put to get
was extremely happy to learn of his bid for
many candidates for the job. Now that the
that office!
Library Board in another split vote has
I am 39 years old and spent the first 18
fired another director, it seems tb me it will years of my life as a Westland resident. I
be even harder to get good candidates for
know that the great people of Westland
the job. Is this what the Library Board
will continue to be greatly served by Glenn
wants? Are they out to enhance this wonAnderson when he becomes, the next state
derful, needed community institution or to senator. I can honestly say without a
destroy it?
doubt, that Mr. Anderson is a true PUBLIC SERVANT! He is a very caring and
Do we need a new library director, or
compassionate person who cares about not
all new Library Board members?
only his constituents in the great City of
Why can't our mayor and her appointed
Westland, but the whole state of Michigan!
library board just hire the best candidate
they can find, and then get out of the way
Mr. Anderson has always been on the
and let him or her run the library? After all side of the seniors and the hard-working
they are not properly credentialed to do
men and women of this great state! There
the job themselves, and it is time they recmust be change in Lansing, and Mr.
ognized that fact and began doing whatev- Anderson will continue to stand up for all
er it is they do know how to do.
of the people in this state! I wish him the
very
best for a victorious election.
Jim Cook
Westland

Seeking federal grant
First let me say thank you to everyone
that has helped us in one way or the other
in the past. I can assure you time and
efforts have been duly noted and greatly
appreciated.
Second, I've got some good news, I will
be completing and sending a grant package to the Department of Veterans Affairs
to be considered for a Capital/Per Diem
Grant to construct an apartment building
- we're shooting for 18 one-bedroom units
~ on property we already own in Wayne.
For those of you that visited this property it is phase I of a three-phase housing
program we have designedfor success. It
was named the "Big House" by our clients.
Phase II is a four-unit apartment building
we own in Westland. Once a client proves
to us that they are serious about getting
their 'life back on track," they can earn the
opportunity to be considered to live on
their own in one of these units.
For a very long time it has been part of
my dream to see a "permanent affordable

Mark Blackwell
Wayne

Congress must take action
The current state of our executive government is in a precarious position. Is the
legislative branch going to own up to its
constitutive duties and impeach this
administration for its wrongdoings over
the lastfiveyears? Will Congress put a
stop to the enormous debt being placed on
the American people? Is the executive
branch going to self-destruct as people
within the White House gain a conscience
or when threatened by possible jail time
reveal the corruption within? Is the judicial branch going to cave and bring justice
back to the courts and put a stop to anoutof-control president?
Each of these scenarios has different
implications for the future of the country.
And each one will have an impact oh the
Republican Party for a long time. The legislative branch has had ample opportunity
to rein in Mr. Bush. Though a few
Republicans are willing to admit the corruption that came to power, like a heroin'

addict on methadone.
Mr. Bush has overstepped the bounds of
an American, let alone the American president, with the lies he professed to take this
country to an illegitimate war, the secret
spying on Americans, the reorganization of
independent and well-operating government agencies into political tools managed
by inept political hacks unworthy of managing dog shows.
The legislative branch needs to step in
and put a stop to the wrongdoing, punish
those responsible (or at least ask for their
resignation).
The people leaving the White House
unhappily started a long time ago with
Paul Volker. He said Mr. Bush and his
gang had started making plans to attack
Iraq within days of coming into the White
House. The White House propaganda
machine of Karl Rove started to slander
Mr. Volker rather than answer to the
charges.
Colin Powell appeared before the UN
and presented lies as evidence. Scooter
Libby, indicted and called for trial in a
politically delayed debacle, is starting to
implode, revealing another side to the corruption. Kenneth Lay and Jack Abramhoff
have told us if you are politically connected, then anything can be bought from the
White House.
The judicial branch initiated the whole
Bushfiasco.During the 2000 election and
a valid recount, they appointed George to
the White House. Will they continue to
approve an out-of-control president or will
they rein in and interpret the constitution
as it was written and not as Mr. Bush
interprets it, i.e., the president has unlimited control, if he can say he is at war?
Facing the truth as well as grasping the
English language has always been a difficulty to George Bush, and there will always
be Republicans that will support their
chief, no matter how corrupt.
Our own representative Thaddeus
McCotter has been silent too long. He has
performed as a guaranteed signature for
the Bush administration, a rubber stamp
of approval with the extreme right wing. A
Bush clone. He also has done the magical
mystery tour, never appearing before the
public, or facing his constituents. Much
like George Bush, he hides. It is now time
to replace Thaddeus McCotter with anyone not a Bush clone.
Alan Biher
Westland

SHARE YOUR OPINIONS
We welcome your letters to the editor. Ptease
include your name, address and phone number
for verification. We ask that your letters.be 400
words or less. We may edit for clarity, space and
content.

Letters to the editor
Westland Observer
36251 Schoolcraft
Livonia, Ml 48150
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QUOTABLE
"This is a really important vote for me. It's not just about developing something that was a thorn in our side."
- Westland Councilwoman Cheryl Graunstadt about approval of t h e rezoning and preliminary plan to redevelop t h e
Cooper School site

All-Stars show future just
may be in pretty good hands

History lesson helps
the state's east-west divide
T

he other day, over lunch with friends from Grand
Rapids, our talk turned naturally enough to
Michigan's great east-west divide.
For there is, whether we want to admit it or not, an
enormously deep and intense cultural chasm between
the "east" side of the state (running up 1-75 from Toledo
through Detroit, taking in the entire tri-county area and
Flint, Bay City and Saginaw) and the "west" side (roughly
everything else.)
This divide is so great my friends worry whether we
ever will be able to agree on a common
agenda for our state's most important
task - restructuring Michigan's economy.
Indeed, they think, with some justice,
that the ingrained culture on the east
side of Michigan is mostly to blame.
Here's how they see the mentality: confrontational rather man collaborative.
cDominated by self-serving interest
Phil
groups, whether labor unions, automoPower
bile companies or racial minorities.
They think east side politics are often
incoherent, and based on competing interests. Where
they can understand what's going on politically, they see
race getting in the way of common sense. They see a
labor force that has a poor work ethic and yet insists on
being paid too much.
H

M
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Their critique was so intense, deeply held and distressing, it made me realize we need to try understand how
this gap arose.
The answer starts with focusing on how long-standing
economic factors shaped the culture of the east side.
First of all, we need to, start with the observation that
the east side of Michigan has been dominated by the
automobile industry for nearly a century. That's hardly
new information, of course.
But it is important is to understand how the economic
structure of the industry helped determine the culture.
At its core, the traditional auto industry for decades
was what the economists call an "oligopoly," that is, a
basically closed market in which sellers are so few that
together they share monopoly profits.
The Big Three auto companies, for example, could for
decades pass on a monopolistic price to the American
auto market simply because there was no other competitive choice.
As a result, the Big Three prospered. And so, too, did
the suppliers, because the industry's uncompetitive economic structure wasn't confined to the manufacturers. It
included the entire supply chain. That's because while
Ford, Chrysler and General Motors "competed," the market was largely free from international competition, and
everyone could set prices unrealistically high. And so for
many years, auto suppliers also enjoyed a good living.
In turn, once the plants were organized, this noncompetitive structure extended to the labor movement,
which sought to administer monopoly pricing for labor
on the industry through industry-wide "pattern contract"
bargaining.
In an ordinarily competitive industry, this would have

~ ong ago, in a land far, far away (OK, it
»f was only northern Oakland County),
•w^when I was a sports writer, I used to
hear all the time how we spent too many
column inches elevating athletes to deity
status and precious little ink writing about
students' academic achievements.
I never believed mat to be true, and I
still don't The sports section gets its own
section front, and therefore a seemingly
more prominent place in the paper, so I
understood the perception.
That comparison came
back to me when our
general manager mentioned it at the breakfast
ceremony we had last
week honoring our 2006
Academic All-Stars at the
Livonia Marriott, while
Brad
more than two dozen of
Kadnch
the 40 or so students
read through the special
section detailing their accomplishments.
It s hard to sit in a group like that and
not feel better about the future. These kids
are going to be our future - our doctors,
our engineers, our journalists, our captains of industry and our humanity. It's
eas\ to look at this generation, the "me"
generation, and wonder if they get it, wonder about their commitment to the future,
their interest in carrying on. I think most
older generations think that about
younger generations. I can hear my
grandmother's voice in my head: "These
kidstodaj ..."

Plymouth High School's first graduating
class, decided it wasn't enough to try to
get into just one of the country's most
prestigious universities. She's thinking
about half a dozen of them, including *.
Michigan, Harvard and Yale.
She's planning on studying economics
and business, not to make herself rich, but
to "improve people's lives," she said. She t
wants to study the inner workings ofthe "'
world economy, knowledge of which probably eliminates her as a potential political-'
candidate but probably ups the chances of
the world becoming a better place.
~
Wang, a National Merit finalist, anAP ^
Scholar with Distinction and a
Presidential Scholar candidate, recognizes
society, for better or worse, pays a lot of ;''
attention to athletes as heroes. She thinks5
the hero worship should be maybe a little' *
closer to home.
"I think in pop culture there's a prolifer^
ation of attention for athletics and physi- •: <•
cal feats," said Wang, who is National.
Honor Society secretary and volunteers : >i
teaching computer skills to senior citizens/
"On the local level, we should strive to recr
ognize goodness. We should foster an
atmosphere where kids can look up to ^
(good students) as role models."
There were plenty of those in the room.
The lowest grade among them was an A-".,
minus. They're headed to some pretty J t~
good schools, many going to XJ-M. Others
are going farther away: Jessica Erlingis of
Westland, a senior at Ladywood, wants to
study meteorology at the University of
Oklahoma and Erica Brown of Livonia, a
senior at Stevenson, is headed to medical
Then vou sit with Anna Malecke, a senschool
either in Pittsburgh or Arizona. -"'';
ior at Mercy High School who chairs that
L!
schools Human Relations Council. That's
I can remember my grandmother
important because the school got
telling me 30 or 40 years ago the world ''
embi oiled in controversy when the
was "going to hell in a handbasket."
-J'
admmistiation decided to cancel a concert
Since I was probably 10 at the time, I :!
bv R&B artist Ne-Yo over some questionnever could quite figure out how the
^ ~able Ivncs in some of his songs.
entire world wouldfitin a handbasket, ^
even if I knew what a handbasket was. - Mercv students had won the concert as
Thirly-something years later, I know what
part of a seat belt promotional campaign
a handbasket is and I wonder - with our -~
and most, including Malecke, were lookcountry locked in a war of choice in Iraq -: „
ing forward to the concert. When the
and gas at $3 a gallon ~ what Grandma, -;t
questionable lyrics issue came up,
who died in 1985, would think now.
Malecke threw herself into the middle of
the controversy, recommending along
If she could have been with me at the ^
with the Council that the administration
Academic All-Stars ceremony, and could f
cancel the event. "I was excited, too, about have spent some time with these bright : t
a concert at our school, a chance to dance," young people, the same thought may have
said Malecke, who also serves as assistant
occurred to her that came to me. editor-in chief of the school's newspaper,
Maybe the future isn't in such bad
Newsprint "But we're a Catholic school
hands after all.
and (the lyrics) just didn't match our valBrad Kadrich is community editor of the Plymouth
ues
Observer, He can be reached at bkadrichthome- "
Xiwen Wang of Canton, a senior in
townlife.com or by phone at (734) 459-2700.

been a recipe for mutual suicide. But in an industry that
throughout was based on a three-way monopoly, high
labor prices were just another cost factor that could be
passed on to consumers.
So for decades, the money rolled in. The success of the
industry and the high demand for labor eventually led to
the mass migration of African-American families from
the South to Detroit, starting with the labor shortages
during World War II and continuing.
Originally a nearly all-white town with mixed ethnicity, Detroit soon attracted droves of black families that
came to enjoy a full-blown middle-class lifestyle, courtesy
of the unions and the noncompetitive structure of the
auto industry.
Now here's the point of all this historical musing. Over
time, the economic underpinnings of the east side of the
state had a profound impact on the culture of its communities. They developed an adversarial culture, because
the essence of collective bargaining between management and labor is adversarial.
People have too often found it easy to be self-serving
and noncollaborative, because whether you're a manufacturer or a supplier or a labor boss in a closed market
system, you're jostling to get the biggest possible piece of
the economic pie.
They got used to charging high prices, because if you
can stick a noncompetitive price for autos to the market
(for the manufacturers) or parts (for the suppliers) or
labor (for the United Auto Workers union), you don't
have to care about how high.
The work ethic suffered, because if the UAW local controls who gets hired and at what price, who needs to
work hard to keep his or her job? The politics of race
developed as a consequence of Detroit becoming in
essence a segregated city surrounded by largely white
suburbs.
Now, don't get me wrong. I think that the west side's
critique of the east side is somewhat exaggerated, and
sometimes just factually incorrect. The west side isn't
perfect by any means, and could learn a few things about
cultural and intellectual diversity from the eastern part
of the state.
Most of the great technological and manufacturing
innovations and advances in Michigan history haven't
begun in west Michigan, and maybe those folks need to
ask themselves why.
But the biggest problems we face are rooted in southeastern Michigan, and the rest of the state has an attitude about the east side that is deeply held and which we
need to understand, if we are ever going to bring our
state together to move forward.
Eventually, I'd guess the current unraveling of the
decades-old and now outdated model of the closed-economy auto industry is going to result in a changed culture
on the east side of the state.
But these changes will take a long time - perhaps
decades - to have a real impact. And in the meantime,
everyone in this state has a lot of work to do together to
overcome the chasm that divides us.
Phil Power is a longtime observer of politics, economic and education issues in Michigan, He can be reached at ppower@hcnet.com.
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Technical school find
BY MATT JACHMAN
STAFF WRITER

inRedford Baseba
raise
money for fields of dreams
BY LINDA ANN CKOMIN

Students who learn by doing
and aren't afraid to get their
hands dirty are boosting their
electronics and mechanical
skills at the Michigan
Technical Academy in Redford.
The 11-year-old high school,
chartered by Central Michigan
University, recently moved
from Romulus into the former
Judson Center on Elmira east
of Telegraph. "We were growing by leaps and bounds," said
the academy's principal, Roger
Sisler.
The refurbished building,
plus a new service garage
equipped to rival those at car
dealerships, more than doubled the school's floor space, to
55,000 square feet.
"With the new facility, we've
got a lot more to offer than we
did before," said Bryan Monaco
of Taylor, director of MTAs
automotive technology program, as visitors toured the
school recently.
"It's a really awesome
school," said freshman Brittany
Coleman of Dearborn Heights.
"Students get a chance to do
some hands-on work"
MTA is for students with
technical interests who might
not thrive in the typical high
school environment, said
Sisler, principal since the academy's founding.
"They're not coming here
just to be attending high
school," but because they are
drawn by the curriculum and
the opportunity to apply the
skills they learn, he said.
Current enrollment at MTA
is 265, and officials plan to
increase it by 100 for the next
school year. The current senior
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Bruce Mugerian of
Farmington Hills can't think of
a better way of giving back to
the community than to volunteer his time to ensure the success of a fund-raiser for the
Miracle League of Michigan
which gives disabled children
the chance to play baseball.
From 10 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, May 27,11 legendary
athletes and broadcasters will
be on hand to sign autographs
and help raise money for the
organization. Then at 11 a.m.
and 1 p.m. children will play on
the field especially designed for
them at the Southfield Civic
Center.

Computer science teacher Michael
Arnold works with ninth-grader
Terrance Young at the Michigan
Technical Academy in Redford.

class numbers more than 5Q.
About 10 percent of the students are female. "I've loved
working on cars since I was a
kid because of my older brothers," said Brittany.
MTA offers core high school
requirements such as English,
mathematics and science, plus
two technical majors: automotive technology and electronics
technology.
Sisler plans to offer two
more majors - manufacturing
technology and building trades
- by the start of the 2007-2008
school year. "It completes the
circle," he said of the additional
majors.
Students say the academy's
hands-on approach motivates
them.
"It interests me. It keeps my
attention," said sophomore Joi'
Veon Williams of Detroit, taking a break from working on a
miniature computer used to
program a small robot. Both
the computer and the robot
were built by students.
Joi' said he wants to some
day use what he learns at MTA
in a medical career.

For more information, call
(248) 506-4604 or visit
www.bruceshowpro.qom and
click on Jim Northrup.
prevent athletes from falling. /?
The Miracle League is hop- i
ing to expand and provide
£
more fields throughout the •¥
state and country. Currently
Michigan fields are in the
,».
works in Ann Arbor, Holland |
and Bay City.
'*
"It's an all rubberized field |
designed for children to get ^
around on with walkers and - ^
wheelchairs," said Mugerian, a *
Farmington Hills resident
r
who's production company is hosting the event with the city \
of Southfield. Mugerian's
C
brother is autistic. He is coor- ';
dinating the event with Steve £
Peck, president of the Miracle *
League of Michigan, and Jim %
Northrup who played on the %
Detroit Tigers' World
^
Championship team in 1968. *
Admission is a $2 donation. J
For more information, call
*
(248) 506-4604 or visit
;
www.bruceshowpro.com and *
click on Jim Northrup.
f

Along with AJ Kaline,
Mickey Lolich, Jim Northrup,
Denny McLain, Frank Tanana,
Bill Freehan, Ted Lindsay, Joe
Schmidt, Ray Lane, Mickey
Redmond, and Mickey Stanley,
there will also be several card
PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEf STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER dealers selling merchandise to
Joi' Veon Williams, a sophomore at the Michigan Technical Academy, works on collectors.
a small, student-built computer used to program a robot.
The city of Southfield is
home to Michigan's first baseball field for children with
"It's very good. Very in-depth education in some fashion.
physical and mental disabiliand technical," said senior
ties. All of the bases and home
Garrett Gilbeau, who is planTo reach the Michigan Technical
plate are painted on the field to
ning to join the U.S. Marines,
Academy, call (313)537-9311.
of the MTA program.
Gilbeau is scheduled for
basic training at Parris Island,
S.C., then for specialized training in Montana. He'll work on
Marine Humvees and tanks.
Sisler said the school prepares students for entry-level
technical and mechanical
work, but that 30 percent of
graduates go on to college. A
year after graduating, he said,
60 percent are pursuing higher

Icfiomin Hhometowniife.com I (734) 953-2145*

Art) one regular priced hardgood item at time of piiriliaM*.
Sale includes Gazing Balis, Tools. Pots, Garden Aiccnb
Statuary, Irelliss. Expires 6-1-06
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Make Crystal Mountain your family playground.

*<- * innO

You'll find two championship golf courses, a large

.

outdoor water playground an'd climbing wall, plus
programs designed for kids of all ages. Outdoor

M l n y i

BUYDIRECTFROMTHE GROWER

concerts, barbeques and special events pepper the
summer calendar. Within minutes of the Lake

Visit us at; www.dydesnuihandsons.com

Michigan waterfront and Sleeping Bear Dunes National

i--inirj*»

|
at

Lakeshore. Explore beaches, waterways and lighthouses.
Crystal Mountain, just 28 miles SW of Traverse City.
cryStatmountain.com 800-YOUR-MTN
"Rate iis per night and based on a two-bedroom condo.
. Subject to availability. Some restrictions apply.
>K;™JJS.»-&-iSp:-

11-MONTH CD

Not your typical bank?

$1,000 MINIMUM
& CIRCLE CHECKING1

Shopping for a CD? You just found it.
To o p e n . a . C D , visit a n y of our 1 2 4 M i c h i g a n branches or call 1 - 8 7 7 - T O P - R A T ^ .

•*i

% &

• Member FD!C. All accounts and services subject to individual approvat. Annual Percentage Yield {APY) is accurate as of this publication date. Umlted-time offer may be withdrawn a! any time. This offer cannot be combined with any other CD offer. Circle Checking Account with $50 minimum opening dep,qsit.is required. Offer vaiid'for new personal'
accounts only, opened with funds not currently on deposit at Charter One. Other rates and terms avatlabfe. Minimum opening term depos'tt $1,000. Maximum deposit $500,000. Penalty for early withdrawal. See a banker for details and deposit insurance coverage limitations.
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the wounded

Democratic Club

Legion Riders take care packages to soldiers at military hospital
BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Shirley Fisher read only two
of the greeting cards in a pile
on a table at the American
Legion Post 396 in Garden
City before she stopped.
; The second card was made
by Austin Floyd and contained
a simple message: "Welcome
home. Thank you for serving
our country."
"I read the one before it and
got teary eyed and I lost it with
this one," said Fisher. "It's from
piy grandson."
* Made by youngsters from
Memorial and Douglas
Elementary schools, cards will
&e delivered this weekend to
wounded soldiers from the
wars in Iraq and Afghanistan
\yho are being treated at the
Walter Reed Army Medical
Center in Washington, D.C.
: They're part of a quickly put

together project to deliver care
packages this weekend to 50
severely wounded soldiers
being treated by Dr. Michael
Wagner at the military hospital.
The packages and cards will
be delivered by some 20 members of the post's Legion Riders
who are leaving today and
tomorrow for the nation's
Capitol to take part in the 19th
annual Rolling Thunder, a veterans motorcycle parade from
the parking lot of the Pentagon
to the Vietnam Veterans
Memorial.
"Our hope was to go to the
ward and meet the soldiers,
but they're spread out on four
different floors " said Nancy
Bowman who got the idea to
make up the packages after
seeing a story in Newsweek.
"But it would be very emotional. We read the cards and we're
crying, seeing those guys, we'd

CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF MEETING
A petition has been presented to the Planning Commission of the
City of Westland, Wayne County, Michigan:
Case #2154 - Public Hearing for Proposed Rezoning of
Easterly 120 Feet of Parcel #048-99-0031-000, West Side of
Wayne Road, South of Marquette Avenue, Rex A. Rosenhaus

really be crying."
The group received donations from the Garden City
Legion Riders^members and a
major contribution from the
Legion's Ladies Auxiliary. They
also received money from the
Dearborn Legion Riders chapter, added Al Spiteri, the
Riders director.
They spent $2,400 on
snacks and goodies and $30
Wal-Mart gift cards that are in
the boxes, as well as small dry
erase boards.
"That's what we do, it all
benefits the veterans," said
Kathy Spisz, the auxiliary president, about the donation.
"We're a nonprofit. Everything
goes back to the vets or the
community,"
Each box will be decorated
with two student cards and
there will be a label on the side
with a thank you for the
Legion. The extra cards will be
given out throughout the medical facility, Bowman said.
The boxes were donated by
the company where Deanna
Spiteri, a Legion Rider and
wife of the Riders' assistant
director David Spiteri, works.
Pat Babcock donated the thank
you labels.
The $300 left from filling
the boxes also will be donated
to the Walter Reed Society to
benefit wounded soldiers who

have served in the two wars.
"We only had six weeks to
put it together, but had we
been able to get it on the Web
site, it would have been larger"
she added.
Initially, the group had
wanted to give the boxes out
locally, but neither the Detroit
nor Ann Arbor VA Hospitals
are treating soldiers injured in
the two wars, so Bowman
sought out and found Wagner
at Walter Reed.
More than one million
motorcyclists will be in
Washington for Rolling
Thunder. The parade takes
place Sunday. For three-four
hours, motorcycles, six abreast,
will drive down Constitution
Avenue to the Vietnam
Veterans Memorial.
"It's hard to describe the
feeling being in it" said David
Spiteri, assistant director of
the Legion Riders. "It's an
honor to be there. Last year,
there were more than 400,000
motorcycles in the parade
alone."
The Garden City riders also
will participate in the laying of
a wreath at the Tomb of
Unknowns at Arlington
Cemetery and will visit the
World War II, Korean and
Vietnam memorials. There
also will be a barbecue.

Case 1690Q - Site Plan Approval for Proposed Texas Roadhouse
Restaurant, Part of Parcel #031-99-0012-703, North Side of Ford
Road, East of Newburgh Road, David Behrens (Randall C. Orley)

—.

Case #2149A - Proposed Land Division, Parcel #062-99-0008-000,
East Side of Wayne Road, South of Cherry Hill Road, Joseph
Paluzzi

1

Case #2154A - Site Plan Approval for Proposed Forest Run Site
Condominiums, Parcels #048-99-0031-000 and -0032-704, West
Side of Wayne Road, South of Marquette Avenue, Rex A. Rosenhaus
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public meeting of the City of
Westland Planning Commission will be held in the City Hall, 36601
Ford Road, Westland, Michigan at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday, June 6, 2006.

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public meeting of the City of
Westland Planning Commission will be held in the City Hall, 36601
Ford Road, Westland, Michigan at 7:30 p.m., Tuesday June 6, 2006.

Written comments must be submitted to the Planning Commission
before 5:00 p.m. one (1) day prior to the scheduled meeting.

Written comments must be submitted to the Planning Commission
before 5:00 p.m. one (1) day prior to the scheduled meeting.
- Kenneth B. Sharp, Chairman
WESTLAND PLANNING COMMISSION

Kenneth B. Sharp, Chairman
WESTLAND PLANNING COMMISSION
Publish: May 25,2006

Publish: May 25.2006
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It's easy and affordable to discover more about your community in your Observer or
Eccentric newspaper—the events, the issues — a!! the important information that you
can't easily find elsewhere.
In addition to local coverage of schools, ioca! sports, business,
government, and
all the local news, you'll enjoy money-saving coupons, FILTER!
Pure Entertainment, and our colorful Thursday tabloid,
Hometownlife.com REAL ESTATE, a showcase for hundreds
of homes offered by local realtors.
Subscribe now and receive a $10 Kroger Gift Card!
Fill in the form below or give us a call.
We look forward to sendirr
" — ' — ' " — - -'
*L
your Kroger Gift Card!
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The Dyer Senior Center at
36745 Marquette, Westland,
invites you to the best
Spaghetti Dinner in
Westland. The dinner will be
served 4-7 p.m. Friday, May
26. Enjoy spaghetti, salad,
desert, entertainment and
dancing for just $6.
For more information, call
Mary Browe at (734) 4192020.

Rummage sale
St. Matthew Lutheran
Church and School will host a
rummage sale 8 a.m. yo 4:30
p.m. Thursday-Friday, May 2526, and 9 a.m. to noon
Saturday, May 27, at the
church, 5885 Venoy Road,
Westland. For more information, call (734) 425-0260.

Harris Kehrer VFW Post
3323 is holding an outdoor flea
market 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Saturday, June 3, at the post,
1055 S. Wayne Road,
Westland. Spaces cost $25
each, with tables are available
for an additional $10. To
reserve a spot, send you name,
address, phone number and
number of spaces and tables
needed as well as a check for
the amount payable to VFW
Post 3323, to VFW 3323,
10055 S. Wayne Road,
Westland, MI 48186, attn. Flea
Market.
Contact Richard Eberhart at
(734) 812-7978 for more information
The friends of Ruth Schultz
will hold a fund-raising

Summer camp
The Wayne Parks and
Recreation Department is
accepting registration for 2006
Summer Day Camp at the
Wayne Community Center,
4635 Howe, Wayne.
Registration will be accepted in
person 4-6 p.m. today (May
23) and 25 and June 6,8,12
and 13. For an appointment,
call (734) 721-7400, Ext. 1306.
Day Camp begins June 14
and runs through Aug. 25. It
will be 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m..
Monday-Friday for children
ages 5-13. Daily, weekly and
full season rates are available.
Daily activities include
swimming, ice skating (August
only), arts and crafts, sports
and board games, wallyball,
outdoor play and more. There
also will be field trips every
week and special events.

Weekend Carnival
The Wayne Ford Civic
League is hosting the Skerbeck
Bros. Carnival on it grounds at
1645 N. Wayne Road in
Westland, starting Friday. The
carnival will be operation the
entire Memorial Day weekend
including Monday, May 29There will be a beer tent with a
variety of entertainment,
including a battle of the bands
event Friday night with'first-,
second and third-place cash
prizes. The civic league will
donate 10 percent of the proceeds from the rides and concessions and 25 percent of the
proceeds from the beer tent to
the Westland Historical
Commission.

and receive a
Become a new E-Z PAY subscriber or switch
your current subscription to E-Z PAY and select a
free DVD from a list of 46 top movies!
EZ PAY is our convenient subscription billing
system. When you subscribe to an Observer or
Eccentric newspaper, the system automatically
debits the checking account or credit card of your
choice.
No checks, no stamps, no worries —it's all
automatic!'
And, once your EZ PAY subscription is set up,
you'll receive a redemption card in the mail that
allows you to request the DVD movie of your
choice.
That's it.
Nothing could be easier except getting in the
habit of reading all your hometown news!
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Spaghetti Dinner

smason@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-2112

CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF MEETING

-

The Westland Democratic
Club will meet at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, May 30, at the Dorsey
Center, on Dorsey south of
Palmer and east of Venoy. Nonmembers are welcome to
attend. Becoming a member
costs $12, or $6 for senior citizens and students. For more
information, call Secretary Nan
Melke at (734) 674-7327- Trie
club this year will be seeking
help in its attempts to get
Democratic candidates get
elected.

spaghetti dinner 5-11 p.m.
Saturday, June 3, at the
Romanowski VFW Post 6896,
28945 Joy Road, Westland.
Tickets cost $10 each and
include spaghetti, salad, rolls,
desserts and beverages. There
also will be entertainment and
raffles.
Schultz was recently diagnosed with breast cancer, and
family and friends are staging
the benefit to help defray medical expenses.
Monetary donations or gifts
for the raffles can be dropped
off at Lane Plumbing, 6738
Middlebelt, Garden City. Make
checks payable to Ruth
Schultz.
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Clip and mail or can i ' o u c o o i m m w o s
Mail to: Circulation Department
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150

TO SET UP YOUR E-Z PAY ACCOUNT, CALL

L J I'd like to subscribe and receive my hometown news every Sunday and Thursday for six
months at $29.35 and receive a $10 Kroger Gift Card
•

PAYMENT ENCLOSED Q BILL ME

Name
Address.
City
Phone

_

____^_^_____^^^__^^

CREDIT CARD INFORMATION:
Credit Card Number

_Zip_
,

Email address
VISA

•

O MASTERCARD Q DISCOVER LjAMEX

.
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Signature
Carrier Delivery Only
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MOVED!
to the

Professional Plaza

Pediatrics
We Accept Most
insurances

11 am-3 pm
• FREE Face Painting
FREE Blood Pressure Check
omputerized Foot Exam by Dr. Watson
Physicians on Site:
Gastroenterology • Surgery
Urology • Oncology • Pulmonary
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That's because we consistently put thousands
of people just like these in touch with recruiters
just like you.
If you're looking to hire qualified candidates
we're the place to start.

adds a powerful web dimension to your
search.
So, the next time youiiave a vacant cubicle,
office, or desk, call us, we'll double your hiring
power.
Print plus Web.
A powerful combination.
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esolution approves
treating 13-member
mental health board
BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFFWRITER'

A resolution creating a 13rtiember Detroit Wayne County
Mental Health Board, all
appointed by the Wayne
County executive, was
approved Thursday by the
Wayne County Commission.
: The resolution was sent to
the Michigan Legislature,
which would have to approve a
change in the state Mental
Health Code, which sets the
co&position of the mental
fepalth board.
| ® i e proposal would replace
ip^eurrent board configuraWk of six members appointed
by the taayor of Detroit and six
appointed by the county executive, on the approval of the
county commission. Under the
new proposal the additional
n^e^nber would come from the
cfty of Detroit, giving the county's largest city seven members
and the rest of the county's 42
communities six members.
4 The commission resolution
represents the first time the
t&4y has come out in support
$ | | h additional seat/for the
I^etroit-Wayne County
Opmmunity Mental Health
Agency board of directors and
for all board members to be
appointed by the county.
;
-f -"The board composition has
presented a challenge," said
County Executive Robert A.
Ficano, in a press release.
fMany of the longstanding criticisms about the mental health
system actually spring from the
board composition. Mental
health consumers have needed
a resolution on this for decades
to ensure accountability when
it comes to providing and
improving services. I applaud
the Commission for voicing its
support."
Commissioner Phil
Cavanagh (D-Redford) Said
Tuesday he was the only commission member to vote
against the resolution.
Cavanagh is the chairman of a
commission task force on creating a mental health authority.
(Commissioner Kay Beard (DWestland) was absent and
Commissioner Bernard Parker
(D-Detroit), a task force member, abstained from voting).
Cavanagh said he would move
forward on a public hearing
scheduled for Wednesday and
commission action the creation
of an independent authority,
which is being urged by pending state funding legislation.

Bills currently being
considered in the Michigan
State House and Senate
would withhold anywhere
from S30 million to $50
million for mental health
services if the county
doesn't form an authority.
not address governance," he
said, because the new resolution defines the county's position on that issue."... The primary enabling issue is to create
an authority."
He said there were still many
issues to resolve including the
status of county workers and
whether they would be able to
"bump back" to county jobs
and financial and budgetary
issues.
"But as I understand it, our
backs are to the wall. There
are so many disincentives if we
don't do this," he said.
Bills currently being considered in the Michigan State
House and Senate would withhold anywhere from $30 million to $50 million for mental
health services if the county
doesn't form an authority. The
county is also in negotiations to
preserve millions of dollars in
federal funding. Cavanagh said
those negotiations would move
more quickly if the county created an independent authority.
Teresa Blossom, spokesman
for the Mental Health Agency,
said Tuesday that Ficano wants
to find a "local solution" for on
the issue of creating an authority and "is happy to work with
the mental health community
on a local solution.
The county executive argues
that the resolution helps establish accountability by calling
for all 13 board members to be
appointed by the county executive and confirmed by the commission.
"The Mental Health Agency
is a county agency," said
Ficano. "The county provides
$17-7 million dollars in local
funding, with no contribution
from the city of Detroit."
The commission, as part of
Thursday's action, noted Gov.
Jennifer's Granholm's earlier
support for a change in the
board composition and urged
the Legislature to add the additional seat promptly by revising the.
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Huntington Performance Checking.
Because getting the benefits you deserve is a
Get the royal treatment with Huntington Performance Checking. A $10,000 balance gets you a great
rate, and the unlimited free Huntington and non-Huntington ATM transactions offer more
convenience** Even your monthly checking fee can be waived when you maintain a qualifying
balance. Plus you'll have the security of one of the highest rated financial Web sites in the country
when you use our free Online Banking and Bill Pay. So get the checking account that's at your service.
To learn more, call 1-877-480-2345, visit huntington.com or stop by one of our banking offices.

iful thing

iHHunnngtoii
A bank invested in people.
C09182--

"Minimum balance to obtain advertised Annual Percentage Yieid (APY) is $10,000. Offer intended for new consumer accounts only, and funds from existing Huntington accounts cannot be used to open the new account. $15 monthly checking fee can be waived by maintaining a $10,000"
average daily balance or a $20,000 Total Relationship Deposit Balance. The regular interest rate on balances of SO ~ $2,499.99 is 0.10% (0.10% APY); the regular interest rate on balances of $2,500 - $9,999.39 is 0,25% (0,25% APY); the regular interest rate on balances of $10,000 -$24,999,991
is 2.47% (2.50% APY); the regular interest rate on balances of $25,000 - $49,999.99 is 2.47% (2.50% APY); the regular interest rate on balances of $50,000 -$99,999,98 is 2.47% (2,50% APY); and the regular interest rate on balances of $100,000 and up is 2.47% (2.50% APY). APYs are accurate
as of 5/21/06 and subject to change without notice. Fees could reduce earnings on the account, Rates may change after account is opened. **Additional fee for Huntington ATM extended statements. You will be responsible for any surcharge assessed by the owner of a non-Huntington;;
ATM or other terminal. We have no control over whether or not a surcharge is imposed or disclosed at the ATM or.tarminal. If a surcharge is imposed, it may be included as part of the withdrawal amount. According to the Keynote® March 2006 WebExcellence rankings of consumer online- *
banking sites Member FDIC. » ° and Huntington* are federally registered service marks of Huntington Bancshares Incorporated, ©2006 Huntington Bancshares Incorporated.
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BY LmOA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

I v e n though Kathleen
Me^uillen was divorced in 1982,
it was a godsend when she discovered Bethany Suburban West
ablaut six years ago.Tfae peer support group changed her life.
Tbday, the Livonia woman is busy
planning everything from dances
to a Memorial Day picnic for singles. Members meet monthly mv
breakfast at Leon's Family Dining
in (garden City to discuss ideas for
activities that will appeal to members.
itethany Suburban West is one
of slix chapters which include
north and south Oakland County
an€ Rochester. Although under
thCauspices of the Archdiocese of
De3£oit office of youth and family,
it was designed for the divorced
a n # separated of all Christian
faiiiis. For more information, visit
be&anyofeoumeastemmichifft's open to anyone who has
trouble or grief in their life," said

McQuillen of Livonia. "Bethany is
a stepping stone to a new lifestyle
after divorce, being widowed or
separated.
"I go to Schoolcraft College dinner theaters and we made it a
Bethany thing. We do cards,
dances, a concert in the park in
Canton, a pig roast in August, a
hay ride in September, an
Octoberfest with all t h e
Bethany members. We have
people ranging from a freshly
divorced with a 2-year-old baby
to those in their 70s. We have
alumni who have met a t
Bethany a n d gotten married.
We've h a d at least three fairly
recent marriages."
But Bethany is more than a
social club. Volunteers make
themselves available to provide
support and be there for new
members during t h e transition
period t o single life.
"We're here t o help those in
need," said McQuillen. "Going
through this you have a sense of
isolation, a feeling this has
never happened t o anyone ever

before but it has. We're all here.
We're all ears."

If you want to submit an item for the
religion calendar, fax it to (734) 5917279 or write: Religion Calendar,
Observer Newspapers, 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia, Ml 48150. The
deadline for an announcement to
appear in the Thursday edition is
noon Monday.

MAY

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

Lighthouse cafe
Bethany Suburban West has
7-10 p.m. Friday, May 26, cards, board
scheduled several upcoming
games, Ping-Pong, specialty coffees,
events including a Memorial Day
snacks and music, in Knox Hall at
picnic on Monday, May 29. it is a joint
Ward Presbyterian Church, Northville.
effort by Bethany Suburban West and
$5, Free childcare provided. Call (248)
Single Place Ministry, The cost is $5 and a • 374-5920.
dish to pass. For details, call (313) 996-8644 Spring retreat
or (248) 349-0911.
Speaker presentations by Bobby
Michaels {www.bobbymichaels.com or
A monthly dance takes place 8 p.n\ to
www.musicianaries.org), special music
midnight Saturday, June 3, at St. Robert
times and small group discussions
Bellarmfne, 27101W. Chicago and Inkster
with free time to gold, take a side trip
roads, Redford. Admission is $10 and
to Saugatuck, or enjoy recreational
includes refreshments. Doors open at 7:30
opportunities and bonfires, May 26-28,
p.m. For details, call (734) 261-5716.
at Marantha Bible and Conference
Another chapter, Bethany
Center on the shores of Lake Michigan
South Oakland, holds 7:30 p.m.
near Grand Rapids. Pre-registration
monthly meetings at S t
required. Cost is $185 and includes
Columban's Catholic Church,
bus transportation, meals/snacks and
1775 Melton in Birmingham. The
accommodation at Marantha. Call
drop-in sessions focus on topics
Ward Presbyterian Church for details
relevant to those going through
and to register, (248) 374-5920.
divorce or separation.
For more information on
Bethany South Oakland, call
Carol at (248) 541-0007 or
Christine at (248) 542-6117

Frank Turner
Shares his victory and his love for
Christ 10:30 a.m. Sunday, May 28, in
Harvest Bible Church at the Michigan
Theological Seminary, 41550 Ann
Arbor Trail, Plymouth. Call (734) 4597795 or visit www.myharvestbible.org.
Sunday message series
Inspired by The Da Vinci Code 9 a.m.
and 10:30 a.m. Sunday, May 28. Is the
New Testament credible?; June 4, The
Questions of Jesus' identity part one;
June 11 part two; June 18, What about •
Mary Magdalene?, and June 25,'
Women, Jesus and Christianity, at
Farmington Hiiis Church ofGod, 25717
Power, between 10 and 11 Mile roads.
Call (248) 477-9144 or visit
www.fhchurchofgod.org.

BEVERLY J . STEELE
(nee. Koeller)
May 21, 2006, age 80, of Bloomfield
T^p. Beloved wife of Ira "Joe" for 56
years. Dear mother of Richard J.
"(I^tricia) and Thomas 1. (Mary).
Grandmother of Joanna, Daniel, Jesse
aiid Chyna. Sister of William Koeller
(Muriel) and Marilyn Glenn (Truman).
Xf$o survived by several nieces and
nephews. Funeral services have been
held. In lieu of flowers family suggests
memorial tributes to the Michigan
Humane Society, 26713 Northwestern
Kwy., Stel75, Southfield, MI 48034.
Fw information call A.J. Desmond &
Sons Funeral Home 248-549-0500
View obituary and share memories at
,-', www.desmondfuneralhome .com

Memorial Day picnic
Noon to 5 p.m. Monday, May 29, at
Rotary Park on Six Mile, between .
Merriman and Farmington, Livonia.
Cost is $5 and includes hamburgers
and hot dogs (grilled between noon
and 2 p.m.), and beverages. Please
bring a dish to pass to complement
the meal and join us for sun, food,
games, fellowship and fun. For information, call Ward Presbyterian Church
at (248) 374-5920.

.«*
MARGARET MERCEDES

SCHAEFFER,
Age 84, died Saturday, May
20, 2006, peacefully at his
home of fifty-five years in
'Farmington Hiils, Michigan.
He is survived by his wife of 57 years,
the Hon. Margaret G. Schaeffer,
retired judge of the 47th District
Court; his sons, Paul M. Schaeffer of
Waterford, Michigan, and William E.
: ROBERT E. MCKNIGHT
Schaeffer of Battle Mountain, Nevada;
M.D.
his daughters, Christine Skoglund (Dr.
E)ied May 22, 2006, age 88. Beloved Paul) of Waterford, Michigan, and
husband of Justine. Dear father of Virginia Schaeffer (Mitch Abrams) of
Ann Maileis (James), Connie Sfire Corvailis, Oregon; his two grand(Robert), Diane Vieson and Robin daughters, Madeline and Elise Abrams
Barry (Kent). Loving grandfather of also of Corvailis; and his sisters-inF&tti Brozek (Michael), Robert law, Dr. Christine Gram of Farmington
Maileis, Suzanne Bologna (Jim), Lt. Hills, Michigan, and the Hon. Cornelia
% G. Leah Maileis, Lara Sfire G. Kennedy, Judge, U.S. Circuit Court
{Michael Iurato), Jeffrey Sfire, of Appeals, Sixth Circuit. He was born
(fhristopher, Scott & Matthew Vieson, in Rochester, New York, on December
imtm, Kaitlyn and Megan Barry. 4, 1921. Mr. Schaeffer graduated from
<3yeat-grandfather of Bridget Brozek. the University of Michigan with a
Mso survived by many loving nieces, Bachelor of Science in 1946 and
nephews and friends. Brother of the Master of Science in Electrical
!$fe Rev. William McKnight and Jack Engineering in 1948. His education
McKnight.
Family will receive was interrupted. from 1942-1946 by
ffinds Wednesday 2-8 PM at A. J. his service in the United States Army
Desmond & Sons (Vasu, Rodgers & Signal Corps in the 60th Signal
Cgfnnell Chapel), 32515 Woodward Battalion, first in New Guinea, and'
(between 13 - 14 Mile), with then with MacArthur's drive to regain
S^ipture Service Wednesday 7 PM. the Philippines. Mr. Schaeffer worked
Buneral Mass Thursday 10 AM at St. for the Fisher Body Division of
%gis Catholic Church, 3695 Lincoln General Motors for over 35 years,
alXahser. In lieu offlowersmemori- where he designed electrical circuits
af%ibutes Discalced Carmelite Nuns and production equipmentforcars. He
c&rovidence Health Foundation.
was responsible for many innovative
VJew obituary and share memories at design features. He was the holder of
'-2Ww.DesmondFuneralHome.com
four individual patents and contributed
to several others. After retirement in
1984, he continued his avid interest in
cars and in travel, visiting all fifty
states and all seven continents. His
passport includes stamps from many
countries including Russia, Malta,
Australia, Tunisia, India, Syria, Chile,
Nepal, Galapagos Islands (Ecuador),
China, Zimbabwe, Panama, South
Africa, and Antarctica. His volunteer
service included driving Farmington
residents to medical' appointments for
the FISH program. He was a long time
member of the First Presbyterian
Church of Farmington where, he sang
in the choir for over 20 years and
gLAWRENCE W. FRAZER
served on the Session. A memorial
Suddenly May 19", 2006
Age 44 service was held May 24, 2006, at the
Bawrence was a jeweler and an artist church. In lieu of flowers, contribuaBd enjoyed painting and photogra- tions may be made to the First
riby. He was a nature lover and Presbyterian Church of Farmington,
e^goyed walking in the woods. He the College of Engineering ~
was also a world traveler. Beloved University of Michigan, or a charity of
husband of Danielle. Dear father of •your choice.
Kawson Cedar Fraser. Son of Donald
Igand Shirley J. Fraser. Brother of
Senald, Raymond (Valerie), James
(gaily) and Wendy Routhier (Charles).
SSh-in-law of Helaine and, Robert
^ ) l f and Robert Tarnopol. Brotherilplaw of Andrea Klerxk (Brian) and
S*san Ditkoff (Joseph). Funeral servi||s have been held. In lieu of flowers
ily, suggests memorial tributes to
Lawson Cedar Fraser Trust Fund.
Ber information call A.J. Desmond &
is Funeral Home 248-549-0500.
w obituary and share memories at
^w.desmondfuneralhome.com
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May You
find
Comfort in
family
friends

Was born July 19, 1922 and passed
away May 20, 2006. She lived on
Brookfield Avenue in Livonia for
many years. She is preceded in death
by her son, Daniel and loving husband, Burton Parker Johnson. She is
survived by her devoted husband,
Andrew Karas and her sons and
daughters: William Burton (Sally)
Johnson, (Joseph) Laura (Johnson)
Mullaney, Mary Alice (Johnson)
Simpson, Larry (Joyce) Zimba, Mary
Johnson, Matthew (Pam) Johnson,
and Michael Johnson, also 17 grandchildren and 19 great children. There
were also at least 27 foster children
welcomed into our home from
Catholic Social Services.Margaret
was the founder of .JMJ Catering
Services in 1953 in Livonia, Gourmet
Bakery on Plymouth Rd in Livonia,
Karas House of Westland and the
predecessor of the Karas House
Banquet Facility of Redford, Burton
Manor Banquet Facility of Livonia,
and Roma Banquets of Garden City.
Throughout her busy life of cooking,
operating several businesses and raising a family, Margaret still found time
to perform a labor of love; making
and sending rosaries to.missions all
over the world from the South Pacific
to Africa, Europe and particularly
Ireland. She was a member of the following: Business Women's Association of Livonia, Third Order of St.
Francis located at Dun Scotus in
Southfield, the Michigan Restaurant
Association, and St Michael's Roman
Catholic Altar Society. Margaret
brought excess food from JMJ
Catering Services to "The Manna
Meals" soup kitchen operated by
Father Tom Lumpkin in Detroit near
Tiger Stadium and worked in the
kitchen for Father Lumpkin in her
spare tinie. She also taught developmentally challenged girls cooking
skills at Our Lady of Providence in
Plymouth, Michigan..Her final retirement led her to Palmetto, Florida
cooking for "Our Daily Bread "soup
kitchen ' for migrant .workers in
Bradenton, Florida.Margaret's greatest achievement was the great love of
family she instilled in her children,
grandchildren and great grandchildren. She was a tireless donator of her
time and energy to the Felician Sisters
of Livonia prior to nuns being allowed
to drive, the founding of St Mary's
Hospital, the Capuccian Soup kitchen
of Detroit and many more organizations too numerous to mention. She
will be missed by many. The motto
she taught all of her children was "If
you are going to do a job, do it right or
don't do it at all." Visitation was held
Tuesday May 23. GR Harris Funeral
Home. Donations would be appreciated to the following non-profit associations: Hospice of Michigan and Right
to Life of Michigan. Interment at
Parkview Memorial Cemetery, 34205
Five Mile Road, Livonia, MI

Monday, May 29, a joint effort by
Bethany Suburbsn West and Single
Place Ministry. Cost is S5 and a dish to
pass. For details, call (313) 996-8644
or (248) 349-0911.
Leadership and self-deception
lecture series with Rev. Dennis Skiles.
continues to May 31, at Unity of
Livonia, 28660 Five Mile, between
inkster and Middlebeit, Livonia. Call
(734)421-1760.
Wine, cheese and theology
Evenings of conversation asking the
guestion, Is there a place for the
church in the 21st century? 7 p.m.
Wednesdays to May 31, at Church of
Our Savior, Presbyterian U.S,A, 6655
Middlebeit, West Bloomfield. Rev. Jim
Faile leads the discussions. The public
is invited. The church holds worship
and Sunday School 10 a.m. Sundays.
For more information, call (248) 6267606.
Fail registration
Spiritus Sanctus Academy is accepting registration for fall for its academies in Plymouth and Ann Arbor. The
private, Catholic
schools grades K-8, are run by the
Dominican Sisters of Mary, Mother of
the Eucharist at 10450 Joy Road,
Plymouth, call (734)'414-8430, and
4101 East Joy Road, Ann Arbor, call
(734)996-3855.
Worship service
Service and Sunday School at 10 a.m.
at Church of Our Saviour,
Presbyterian, U.S. A., 6655 Middlebeit,
West Bioomfield. Call (248) 626-7606.

UPCOMING
Praise and worship concert
Featuring a reunion of the praise.and
worship band Crossfire 7 p.m. Friday,
June 2, at Ward Presbyterian Church,
40000 Six Mile, Northville. Ice cream
social foilows in Knox Hall. Free childcare. Call (248) 374-5920.
Flea market
9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, June 3, at
New Beginnings United Methodist
Church, 16175 Delaware at Puritan,
Redford. Call (313) 255-6330.
Monthly dance
Presented by Bethany Suburban West,
a Catholic organization to provide .
peer support to the divorced and separated of all Christian faiths 8 p.m. to
midnight Saturday, June 3, at St.
Robert Bellarmfne, 27101W. Chicago
and Inkster roads, Redford. Cost is $10,
. includes refreshments. Doors open at
7:30 p.m. For details, call (734) 2615716.
Discussions
Study and discuss questions of the
current importance to the thoughtful
Christian in a complex world 9:30 a.m.
Sunday, June 4 (The Immigration .
Debate: What's a Christian to Think?),
and June 11 (Should the Ten

Commandments be Displayed in
Public?}, Sunday worship at 10:45 a.m.,
church school and adult study forum
at 9:30 a.m., nursery care available, at
Salem United Church of Christ, 33424
Oakland Ave., west of Farmington
Road, north of Grand River,
Farmington. Call (248) 474-6880/
Dinner and concert
Tim Zimmerman and the King's Brass
7 p.m., Thursday, June 8 (dinner at 6
p.m., $6 per person), at First Baptist
Church of Plymouth, 45000 N.
Territorial, west of Sheldon. Call (734)
455-2300 for tickets and information.
Vacation Bible school
Fiesta! Join us 9 a.m. to noon MondayFriday, June 12-16 for 5 fun filled days
of high energy, Christ-centered activities, at St. Aidan Catholic Church,
17500 Farmington, north of Six Mile, '
Livonia. Fee is $25, and includes Tshirt. For more information, call David
Conrad at (734) 425-5950.
Preschool program
Begins 9 a.m, to noon MondayThursday, June 12-15, and runs weekly
through July 17-20, for ages 3-5, at Mt.
Hope Preschool, 30330 Schoolcraft,
Livonia. Cost is $80 per week, $70 for
second child, and includes snack.
Special rates if parents assist in classroom. Topics include dinosaurs, kids in
the kitchen, underwater adventures,
on safari, and fun with science. Call
(734) 261-9540.
Summer fun
Two sessions from 9 a.m. to noon and
12:30-3:30 p.m. begin June 12 and continue weekly through week of Aug. 21,
at Christ the Good Shepherd Lutheran
Church, 42690 Cherry Hill, Canton.
Each week children will engage in
activities including the sciences,
math, health, music, arts, and exercise, For ages 4-10 (children who are 3
• but have been enrolled in preschool
are welcome. Cost is $60 per week
and includes T-shirt, snacks and field
trip fees. Call (734) 981-0286.
Sock hop
Presented by Bethany Suburban West,
a Catholic organization to provide
peer support to the divorced and separated of all Christian faiths 8 p.m. to
midnight Saturday, June 16, at St.
Robert Bellarmine, 27101W. Chicago
and Inkster roads, Redford. Cost is $15,
includes refreshments. Doors open at
7:30 p.m. For details, cail (734) 2615716.
Choir concert
Sacred music by the High School
Chancel Choir from Second
Presbyterian Church, Bloomington,
Illinois 7:30 p.m. Friday, June 16, at
First Presbyterian Church, 1669 West
Maple, Birmingham. A freewill offering
will be collected to benefit
Birmingham-First Music, a community
music outreach organization which is
sponsoring the event Call (248) 6442040, ext, 136.
Crafters wanted
For the St. Thomas a'Becket Church
Christmas Craft Show to be held 9
a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 2, at 555.
S. Lilfey Road, Canton. The church is
now accepting applications for handmade crafts only. Cail (734) 98M333.

ONGOING
Learner's Bible study
7 p.m. Mondays, in Room A101, at Ward
Presbyterian Church, 40000 W. Six
Mile, Northville. Call (248) 374-5920.
Church service
Loving God by loving people, meets 10
a.m. Sunday, at Westwood Community
Church, 1119 Newburgh, Westland.
Donuts and coffee served. Call (734)
254-0093.
Bible study
Two classes meet 10 a.m. to noon the
first and third Wednesdays, and 7-9
p.m. the first and third Thursdays, at
St. Michael's Catholic Church, on
Plymouth at Hubbard, Livonia. The
Wednesday group is studying Women
of Courage in the Bible. The Thursday
session is reading the Letters of St.
. Paul from.prison. Based on Little Rock
Scripture Series. Call (734) 26M455.
School registration
Hosanna-Tabor Lutheran School is
accepting applications for grades PK-8
for the 2006-2007 school year, at
9600 Leverne, Redford. After school
care 3-6 p.m. Call (734) 937-2233 for
information.
Bible study
Classes 9:30 a.m. Sunday, and 7 p.m.
Wednesday, at Riverside Park Church
of God, 11771 Newburgh, Livonia. Call
(734) 464-0990: On Sunday Family
Worship begins at 10:45 a.m.
Purpose Driven Life
Members, friends and neighbors of St.
Paul Lutheran Church in Northville will
be studying the best selling book The
Purpose Driven Life by Rick Warren .
during Lent. Small groups will meet at
homes in Livonia, Plymouth, Canton,
Northville, Novi and South Lyon on
Wednesday evenings during Lent. All
faiths are welcome. Call (248) 3493140 for more information.
Senior activities
Gathering for seniors 50 years and
older 11:30 a.m. on the third Friday of
every month at Riverside Park Church
of God, 11771 Newburgh at Plymouth,
Livonia. Any questions, call (734) 4640990. Put together a salad dish and
' come out and meet other seniors.
First we enjoy a wonderful lunch
together then we fellowship with

some games and stories.
Bible study groups
The Wednesday group meets 10 a.m.
to noon on the first and third
Wednesday of each month, the
Thursday group 7-9 p.m. on the first
and third Thursday of each month in
the rectory at St. Michael's the
Archangel Catholic Church, Plymouth
and Hubbard, Livonia. The Wednesday
group is studying Women of Courage
in the Bible, the Thursday group The
Letters of St. Paul from Prison. Classes
are small and informal and based on
. the Little Rock Scripture Series. For
information, call (734) 261-1455..
Church activities
St. James Presbyterian Church offers
a Wednesday luncheon every other
Wednesday at noon; Thursday dinner
at 6 p.m. for $4 followed by Bible
study at 7 p.m. and Chancel Choir
rehearsal at 8 p.m.; Thrift store is
open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. every Saturday;
10 a.m. women's study group second'
Saturday of the month, and Sunday;
worship at 10 a.m. (nursery available)
and children's class at 10:15 a.m., at
25350 W. Six Mile, Redford. Call (313)
534-7730.
Scripture from scratch
No previous Bible study required, .
began 9:30-11 a.m. Tuesday, Jan. 31, at
St. Aidan Catholic Church, 17500
Farmington, Livonia. The units induce
• the New Testament (April 11,18,25 and
May 2, and Gospels (May 16,23,30 and
June 6). Each session includes video
presentation, small and large group,
discussions. Be one of the first 10 to!
receive the participant's manual for'
$5. After that, the cost is $10. To register, call (734) 425-5950.
]
Kabbalah classes
Presented by the Sara Tugman Bais;
Chabad Torah Center, the classes ]
began 10:30 a.m. Sunday, Jan. 8, and 8
p.m. Wednesday, Jan. 11, at 5595 W. ;
Maple, West Bioomfield. The classes^
are open for both beginners and more
advanced students. Call (248) 855- '
6170, ext. l o r send e-mail to
BCTC770@aol.com.
Eucharistic adoration
The monthly program of Parish Prayfer
and Eucharistic Adoration continues!
the third Wednesday of each month at
St. Michael's Church of Livonia, corner,
of Plymouth and Hubbard roads. The
church will open for worship from 10
a.m. until the 7 p.m. Benediction service. For information, call (734) 261- ,
5331.
|
Worship services
Ali are welcome to attend worship '
service at St. Paul's Presbyterian
Church, Five Mile and inkster roads,
Livonia. Service is held at 10 a.m. ;
every Sunday with an education hour
ail for ages at 9 a.m. Call (734) 422- .
1470.
|
Unity of Livonia
Services 9:30 a.m. and 11 a.m. Sundays,
at 28660 Five Mile, between
Middlebeit and Inkster roads. Call
(734) 421-1760.
.
Shabbat services
j
The doors of Congregation Beit
j
Kodesh, a Conservative synagogue .
located at 31840 W. Seven Mile,
b
between Farmington and Merriman, j - :
Livonia, are open to the Jewish com-{
munity of southeastern Michigan. Cail
(248)477-8974.
Bet Chaverim
Services are open to all living in the
western counties including Canton, *-<
Plymouth, Livonia, and Northville. The
congregation follows traditions of
Reform Judaism. Interfaiih families
welcome to attend services at 321S.
Ridge, south of Cherry Hill. Canton.
Call (734) 646-3864 fop information 01
visit www.betchaverim.com.
Detroit World Outreach
A non-denominational church with
cutting edge drama productions,
energized contemporary music, highj
, tech video and lighting, programs f o j
kids and teens, a great place for c o h
lege students, singles, married adults
and seniors. Services are 8 a.m and fl
a.m. Sunday (6:30 p.m. the first ^
Sunday of the month), Sunday
•
school for all ages at 10 a.m and
Wednesdays at 9 a.m. and 7 p m >
Call (313) 255-2222.
*
Trinity Episcopal Church
Sunday Services 8 a.m. and 10 a m l
Wednesday service 6:15 p.m
- Bible Studies and Worship Center
for all ages, at 11575; Belleville Road,
(four miles south of Michigan
Avenue), BelleviHe. Parents .with
Young Children Bible Study 6 p m
Sundays, includes dinner and child
care. Call (734) 699-3361.
Shabbat Rocks
A musical celebration precedes traditional Shabbat service once a
month at Adat Shalom Synagogue.v
29901 Middlebeit in Farmington . 7
Hills. For more information, call 3
(248) 851-5100 or visit the Web s i t r
atwww.adatshalom.org.
$English classes
Conversational English as a Second
Language classes are being offered
for adults of all ages and back
• grounds 7 p.m. Monday and
Tuesday, at Christ Our Savior
Lutheran Church,.l4175 Farmmgto
Road, Livonia. Tutors will work on | K
one-to-one ratio to help students "-.
better understand and speak the 1
English language. No charge. To reg*s
ter, call (734) 525-0191 or (734)5226830:

(*)
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20'.on Miridlebcii Rd. • Livwiij
248-474-5444
Pastor J.mii's E. Brill
W o r s h i p S e n ice 9:50 AM
S u n d a y E v e n i n g S e i v k e 6:00 PM

(734) 728-2180
Virgil Humes, Pastor
SMnia\

Christ Our Savior Lutheran C h u r c h

ClarencevEEfe United Methodist

33640 M i c h i g a n A v e . • W a y n e , M I
(Between Wayne Rd. & Merriman Bd.|

Ntirwrv
Provided
Sunday S c h o o l 11 A M

F veiling Worship 6:110 |>.m

Sunrf.ii WnrsliiP " • i ' - J.m. , m j 10:45 a.m. • Sunday Schou! S:3i> l-TTiWednesil.iv Prai^i- S i ' s w fcOfl p.m • ^Wdnesdav Children, Yswih and Adult Bible Smttv T:CJ0-S:U0 p.;r.

14175 Farmington road. Livonia Just north of I-96

30900 Six Mile Rd (Bet. Wemman & MiddlfbeltJ
Rev Msrv Marqar&t Ecktiardt, Pastor

734

9,30 a.m. Sunday School
10:30 a.m. Worship
w ww J bom -1 j rnc. c re/ s tmattfte ws -! i w> n ia

MiK3rr„ ^wv-aed

fi

Sunday School

Sunday Worship
8:15 & 11:00 am - Traditional
9:45 - Modern

734-422-6038

Staffed Nursery
;-<-.i

9:45 & 11 a m

Ear!» Childhood Center
Phone 734-513-8413

Available

Making disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ
Rev. Luther A. Werth, Senior Pasicn & Rev. Robert bayer Assistant Pastor

ftwfor Zter/rf Washing/mi
end Thtm Family
would like !<i
ini'tle ynn In..

"Open Hearts. Minds & Doors"

People are Loved and Christ is the Key'

36500 Ann Arbor Trail
between Wayne & Newburgh Rds.

Join us for Worship Service at 10:30am
Sunday School and/or New Members Orientation: 9:
Located at 6500 N. Wayne Rd, • Westland,
Ford Road and Warren Road
inside Good Shepherd Church

Worship Service
and
Sunday School
10:00 a . m .

It's not about Religion, it's about Relationships.

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH
MISSOURI SYMOD

H0SANNA-TABOR
LUTHERAN CHURCH & SCHOOL

25630 GRAND RIVER at BEECH DALY
313-532-2266
REDFORDTWP.
Worship Service
9:15 & 11:00 A M
Sunday School
9:15 & 11:00 A M

9600 Lpverne » So. Bedford • 313-937-242''
Rev. Jonathan Manor, Sr. Pastor
Sunday Morning Worship
10:00 a.m.

it h I . I T , l - H « l
^ H( . I> v * c H o t ! /

Cuine lu a place uliere Inei are chanswi
families are made whole ami inimstn a red!1
vlstt o u i w e b s i t a H « W newburgumc.c

Education Hour 8:45 a.m,
"h 3 ar Schcoi
i-K ce'g5' _ er gtn Gmde
Fon

- tarrtPastor

I

Ii.r»en Curi&t f. uthera 1
LC-MS
David W Martin, Pastor
i0 Ann Arbor Road • PiymoL
(1 Mile West of Shaicion)
(734) 453-5252
summer Sunday Worship 9:15m
Wg» nut, thru Sep. 3rd
TPift'
e Corns as you sn

CATHOLIC
Un -^ Methods
ST, ANNE'S ROMAN CATHOLIC CHURCH
Immemorial Latin Mass
Approved by Pope Si. P i u s V in 1570

St. Anne's Academy - Grades K-8
23310 Joy Road * Red lord. Michigan
5 Blocks £. ol'Tek'sriiph » t M l J ^ j - J 1 2 1
Mass Srhf dule:
First
F r i . 7:00 p . m .
First
S a t . 11 :«0 a . m .
Sun. Masses
7:80 & 9:80 a.m.
Confessions H e a r d P r i o r to E a c h Mass
M o t h e r of P e r p e t u a l H e l p D e v o t i o n s
T u e s d a y s a t 7:00 E M .

CHURCH of CHRIST WEST
2»] t'asthpr lip ^tlt t * PH month 4 v p )
S "*§&> b.indav Worship* 11am &bpm
biiu Ot"
Mad 'unJiWc.'ifuirt "pi"
734-411-1877 Mid iyan Bible School
Miniitn
rut. Lid, i ISuii-.:(".'-p'!i

''COO B e e c h Da!-.
J\
9:3G a.m. Traditional Worship
#i
9;30 a m. Sun Schooi ail ages
& • 11:00 a.m. Con!. Family Worship
^i
www.aldersgateini.ora
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Timothy Lutheran Chur<i

h\ITH COVENANT CHURCH

A Reconciling in Christ Congregation
Rosedale

Mil- Ru.id and Drake, Farmington H i l l s

8820 Wayne R d .
{Between Ann Arbor Trail & Joy Road

Gardens

(248)661-9191
Sunday Worship
anci Children's Church
0:15 a.m. Contemporary
11:00 a.m. Traditional

Livonia • 427-2290

6b v : 1 d' A Ch'cago. L'vonia. Wl
.'•ST.;-.!.. S Farnnigtoi fiSE

Jill Hegdai, Pastor
10:00 a.m. Family Worship
(Nursery Available)

(734) 4 2 2 - 0 4 9 4
^ :•;•// • .15^ :Jare<Jifde!>5 ''.'!}

48755 Warren Rd. Canto^ Micr-igar 48'
451-0444
REV. RICHARD A. PERFETTO
Weekday Masses
Tuesday & Friday 8:30 a.m.
Saturday - 4:30 p.m.
Sunday-8:30 S 10:30 a.m.

Contemporary Service
9;00 a m
Traditional Service
10:30 am

( btUi Cure provided for all services
Y'X,.'\ Camps • Adult Small Groups

WV W e l c o m e Y o u T o A
full Service C h u r c h
UL- K u i u r d I M r f j . l ' . i ' l i e
c . KtiNi ft'hiilml.. Ax ( , s i j;t I'avior

Wednesday 9:30 A.M
Holy Eucharis*
Saturday 5:00 P.M
Holy Eucharist
Sunday 7:45 & 10:00 A.M . .Holv Eucharist
;
iceBours9AM -3 P.M.

www.stand rewschu rch. net

Meets at Franklin H.S
Livonia o n j o y Road

The Rev. John W. Henry il Rector

/Befween Memmon

ST. GENEVIEVE ROMAN
CATHOLIC C H U R C H & SCHOOL
29015 Jamison Ave. * Livonia
East of Middlebelt, Between 5 Mile & Schoolcraft Rds,
MASS: Won.. Wed.. Thurs Fri. 9.00 a.m,
lues. 7:00 p.m. * Sat. 5:00 p.m.
Sun. 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a m
Confessions: Sat. 3:00-4:00 p.m.

one .Mradtefap'f fiVxaJs)

at 10:00 a.m.
734-425-1 174
Join us for coffee, bagels end
donuts after the service/

EVANGELICAL
PRESBYTERIAN

IL I H i K W C H - iUI
VMsCONMS fc' NO!

L James Presbyterian
Church. USA
25350 West Six Mile Rd.
Redford (313) 534-7730
5ay Worship Service - 10.00 A M
Sunday Schoo! - 11:15 AM.
TnursdJiy Dinners - 6:00 P.M.
Nur.etv C*'s ProviUsii • Handicapped Accession
Rev. Paul S. Bousquette

734-427-5220

er

C\ I K C H M t O r
T-l- W / \ K I S L

PLYMOUTH CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE

S T . P A U L S e v , LUT!>6RXM

CtJURCb & S C H O O L
17810 FAFMINGITOM Ro«J
-H*^*,,LiVONlA • (734) 261 1360 - * -

<^<k.1 W A n n A r b o r R o a d • ( 7 3 4 ) 4 S 3 - 1 S 2 S

•> -1 ay School - 9 : 4 5 A.M.
«- ' . o r s l i p - 8:30 & 11:00 A.M.
° rr / Evening - 6:00 P.M.
- _ r - , Night - Wed. 7:00 P.M.
•xew h.ORIZONS FOR CHH.DREN:
455-3196

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES
& 3 0 A . M . & 11:00 A.M.
PASTOR JAMES H O F F
PASTOR ERIC STEINBRENNER
&|H

)W< M

"\IN\M

Eriiiatlu-m h'ewyMian ltt\m-n

* There's a commitment to truth?
1

40000 Six Mile Road

CHRISTIAN
SCIENCE

'just west of 1-275'

First Church of Christ, Scientist, Plymouth
1100 W. Ann Arbor Trail, Plymouth, MI

734-453-0970
Sunday StrviCL- I (J I O a.m.
Sunday Sdioi.I U>.MI«s.m
Wed. Evening Ttsiimoiiv Mn-tinp ~. iO j ill
Rnuliiiji Room ipciKt-H <ti diurrb
Saturday 12-M) p m ..MJO p.m

7 3 4 - 4 5 3-(

f»»

Northville, MI
248-374-7400
Dr. James N. McGuire, Pastor
Traditional

Worship

There's authentic, contemporary worship:
' Peeple are loved regardless of
race.a$e or background?
* There's ait intredibte kidz ministry:

JEWISH

m&Mii'fi^m^

9:00 & 10:20 A.M.

Meets st SSiohf9fln Theologies! Seminaiy
Plymouth, m
On Aa« Arbor Trail Belinvn ilaggertt- asd Liftey ItAs.

Contemporary Worship

11:40 A.M.
Nursery & Sunday School During
All Morning Worship Services

Sunday Service Time
10:30 am
31840 W. Seven Mile R d , U v

r.iwting Serine * 7:00 P.M.

Rekindle your Jewish roots with

Services Broadcast 11:00 A.M. Sunday
WMUZ 560 AM
For additional information visit

Fridoy Night Services 8:00 p
Saturday Services
9:00 a
Sunday School 9:30 am Sept.-f
www.beitkodesh.org
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Minuteman leader defends U.S. border
•

BY SUSAN STEINMUELLER
STAFF WRITER

" Chris Simcox apologized to
His dinner audience on a
recent Friday evening for
speaking without a j acket, but
said he was more comfortable
that way having just come
from a month patrolling the
United States border with
Mexico.
; The suntanned "blue jeans

and T-shirt kind of guy" then
proceeded to galvanize his listeners with videos and tales of
his group, the Minuteman
Civil Defense Corps, and its
efforts to stop those who
attempt to illegally cross the
border into the U.S.
"I'm here to represent the
nation's largest Neighborhood
Watch group" he said.
Simcox spoke to the
Bloomfield Republican

Women's Club gathering at the
Somerset Inn in Troy.
His talk on the problem of
"waves of illegal immigrants"
and its dangers was wellreceived despite some harsh
comments about the
Republican Party.
'TURNING POINT'

Simcox described how he
founded the citizen political
action group often referred to

as "vigilantes." Members watch
the nation's borders and turn
over suspected illegal immigrants to the border patrol.
He said that after Sept. 11,
2001, "Bush reminded us that
we are all part of homeland
security. The price of security
is to always be vigilant and
report illegal activity to proper
authorities. I certainly took
President Bush up on his offer,"
The former kindergarten
teacher said the turning point
came for him while hiking in a
national park. While taking a
water break by a tree he heard
footsteps and, to his amazement, "Seventy-five people
dressed in black, carrying
water bottles," marched by.
"This is seven days after Sept.
11."
Going back the next day, he
saw 300 people, a line almost a
mile long, walking through the
national park.

THINKING ABOUT,.. ^

10S.EJ.R.
In Stock

(734)525-1930
• Free Estimates
• 0% Financing Available ;
• 5 Years Parts & Labor
Warranty
Our 32nd Year!

UNITED TEMPERATURE
8919 MIDDLEBELT-LIVONIA

Not your typical bank?

.

Chris Simcox of the Minuteman Civil Defense Corps talks about the problem of
illegal immigration.

The third day, he observed a
dust cloud with vehicles and
men carrying automatic
weapons.
That's when he went to a
park ranger who told him,
"embarrassed, reluctant, that
he was very sorry.
"He said he was working on
it, but thousands were entering
into the U.S., including drug
dealers, and there's nothing we
can do about it. We have five
rangers to cover the whole
park. We are outmanned and
outgunned.
>
"I was appalled at what I discovered. It was a turning point
in my life. I decided I would do
something to help my hation."Shortly afterward, Simcox
took an unexpected opportunity to become assistant editor,
then owner, of an Arizona
newspaper, the Tombstone
Tumbleweed, It advertised his
plan to form a citizen militia
with a front page, boldface
headline reading "Enough is
enough. Citizen border militia
now forming."
"Boy, did it get attention," he
said of the national media. It
was, however, a "Billy Bob
Redneck shooting from the
back of the truck image" that
was portrayed.
Nevertheless, he said, hundreds of volunteers joined in a
24-hour, seven-day-a-week
project to report and turn over
illegal immigrants. The group
became the Minuteman Civil
Defense Corps. Today, there
are 29 chapters in 24 states, he
said.
A focus is enforcing current
immigration laws. In four
years, the group has peacefully
turned over 6,000 illegal
entrants to the border patrol
without one incident of violence, he said. The Minuteman
members are armed only for
self-defense purposes.

Simcox emphasized the
group is not against immigration — just illegal immigration.
Simcox said, in fact, that
"securing the border is proimmigrant." One reason is "it '
will force the government
south of the border to improve;
the quality of life for its citizens."
, ,
It would prevent some of the
dangers of illegally immigrating, he added.
Simcox emphasized, "We
don't blame the victims. We
blame the government."
Simcox drew applause when
he said, "Securing our borders
is the first thing we should
have done on Sept. 12 to pro- ;
tect our nation.... We should
be disgusted that our government is turning it into a partisan issue."
His opinions, he admitted,
have been controversial. And
they've earned him a tall FBI
file.
Simcox said he is no longer a
Republican: "I stand before .
you as a pragmatic independent." He aims to effect "positive
change" with grass-roots
involvement.
The Minuteman group is
privately funded and wellequipped, he said. "Thanks to
donations, we have GPS, night
vision, four thermal imaging
cameras. The border patrol is
quite envious because we have
better equipment than they
do."
In answer to a question,
Simcox said he would like to
form a Minuteman chapter in
Michigan, especially in light of"
Michigan's shared border with ,
Canada. He said those interested can go to minutemanhq.com.
•.

Everything..
They Gould Ever Want!

The Finest Play
Systems Available]

More Brands -More C h o i c e s
4 National Brands • 100s Of Models
Complete Play Systems Priced From $689
We Offer Play Systems In:
100% California Redwood
Redwood'Cedar
Yellow Cedar or Pine

s

10-YEAR TERM.

Online Catalog... www.dollhospital.com;

3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 248-543-3115
Mon-Wed 10-5:30, Ttiu 10-8:30, Fri & S a t 10-5:30, Sun 12-4 ForSwingsets

Ann Arbor - A new free report has recently been released
that reveais how breakthrough medical technology is
offering new hope for sciatica sufferers. Discover how
research has proven non-surgical decompression 86%
successful in treating debilitating back pain. Find out how
NASA's accidental discovery led to the most promising
treatment today. For your free report entitled, "How Space
Age Technology Is Solving Back Pain Without Drugs Or
Surgery!" Call 1-800-469-3618 for the toll-free recorded
message. Supplies are limited - call now. If phone lines are
busy, visit: www.midischerniation.com

Good for a very
limited time.

OEOB434B5S!

.CUT & SAVE AND TAKE.MftT0.W0RK!

Lock in this great rate today.
if you have a variable rate loan, today is the day to refinance and get a
great fixed rate. We'll give you an answer in minutes and your money

Offer Ends
Sunday

in days. To apply, visit any of our 124 Michigan branches, go to

May 28, 2006

charterone.com or call 1-877-TOP-RATE.

MailroomSrvs.

Mail lists

Copy Room

M e r g e * Purge

Letter Shop

Call Center

Pick • Pack • Ship

Fulfillment Srv.

Storage Warehousing

Hand Assemblies

or E-mail us at EZ2mail@aol.com
IN APPRECIATION OF OUR 10 YEARS OF SERVICE TO BUSINESSES &
PROFESSIONALS THRU-OUT SE Mi. WE ARE PLEASED TO PRESENT _'Free,
PU& Delivery
With Stamps
)& Gas Card
InHandl

6.39% Annual Percentage Rate (APR) availabie (or qualifying properties In IL IN Ml and OH with a loan to value (LTV) of 85% or less for loans of $10 000 to SBOQ 000 or an LTV of 80% or less lor loans over $500 000
with auto-defluctton from Circle Checking"'and a 10-year term. Circle Checking Account with $50 minimum opening balance required. An equity loan of $10,000 with a 10-year term at 6.39% APR results In 120 monthly
payments of $112.98. Other rates and terms availabie. Rates and terms vary by property typs, loan amount and LTV ratio. Offer subject to change without notice. 1- to 4-family owner-occupied properties only. Not available for
homes currently for sale or Intended to be sold within six months of closine. Property insurance required. Flood Insurance may PB required. Trust review fees ranging from $85 to $175 apply for propsrties held in trust.
All accounts are subject to individual approval. Answer in minutes applicable to completed loan applications submitted at branch or by phone, and limited hours apply. See a banker for details. £> Equal Housing Lender.. Member FDIC.

Applies To Any Order
of S250 or More.Valid Thru 12-31-06

Count Your Lucky

Stars
1000 FREE
Ml Leads
Consumer Or Biz

www.hometoivrdife.cotn
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LEASE A NEW

(*) A

TAL IDEA.

2006 BUICK LUCERNE" CX
Qualified GM employees and
eligible family members:
LOW MILEAGE LEASE

/

..

$ 2 9 9 / m o n t h for 27 months
$1,819 due at signing after all offers*

xrrt '

Mileage charge of $ 25/mile over 22,500 miles.
N o "WSf-ttntV d<»nn<4it r * » « " t n t r w i

T»v

*i*lea

Hz-orvco

.-rj :

NDEZVOUS.

2006 BUICK RENDEZVOUS®CX
Qualified GM employees and eligible
family members with a current GMAC lease
LOW MILEAGE LEASE

*v£

/month for 27 months
$739due at signing after aH offers*
Mileage charge of $.25/mne over 22,oQ0 mties.
No security deposit required. Tax, title, license,
and dealer fees extra.

2006 BUICK LACROSSE® c x

i „

/

with available 16*aluminum wheels

L&&U>: i"

r- IBL--.

Qualified GM employees and
eligible family members:
LOW MILEAGE LEASE

**

•V

$199, /month for 27 months
$2,429 due at signing after all offers*
IVTieage charge of S.25M':e over 22,500 rrv'es.
No security depos : t required Tax, title, license,
and dealer ^e<s e'xt*^

NEW LEASE PULL-AHEAD PROGRAM
IF YOUR GMAC LEAS= ENDS BEFORE 4 ?D 07, WE'LL WAIVE UP TO THREE MONTHLY PAYMENTS NOT YET DUE
JUST TAKE DELIVERY O N ANY NEW BUlCK BY JULY 5 r 2006.
EXCESS MILEAGE A N D WEAR CHARGES APPLY.**

YOU. VI

•ETROITBUIC

•Payments are for a 2006 Buick Lucerne CX with an MSRP of $25,990, 27 monthly payments total SB/Vn a 700o P,-nA Rendezvous CX with an MSRP of $24 990 27 monthly
payments total $5,103, and a 2006 Buick LaCrosse CX with aluminum wheels and an MSRP of $ 2 2 , ; ^ : \ 27 monthly ^ v ^ e r c s rota! $5 373 O p t i o n t o purchase at lease end
for an amount to be determined at lease signing, GMAC must approve lease. Teks delivery by 5/31/06 on L-ceme and Rfindezvous xnd 7/5/06 on LaCrosse Lessee pays
for excess wear. Not available with other offers. Must show proof of r^r^nl
GMAC lease on Rendezvous
*A maximum of three (3) monthly payments not yet due between the date the vehicle is returned and the sd - d u i e d end ch^ of she contract will be waived. Must return vehicle and
take delivery of an eligible new and unused 2005, 2006, or 2007 GM vehde by 7/5/06. Excels mileage and w«.v r n:-ge>- tippiy See dewier- for details.
O?«6GM Corp. AII right« r«. rv .d.

(W)
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CITY OF GARDEN CITY
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
JUNE 5, 2006
Psuiitf Ktt Mttir lowfovf

P L E A S E TAKE N O T I C E t h a t the Mayor and Council will hold a Public Hearing on J u n e 5, 2006, a t 7:10 p.m., in the Council Chambers, at
the Civic Center, 6000 Middlebelt Road, Garden City, Michigan.
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to introduce the following Annual Budget Ordinance.
ANNUAL B U D G E T ORDINANCE
An Ordinance to provide revenue for municipal purposes for the fiscal year beginning July 1,2006, by adopting a budget and appropriations. "
Whereas, the City Manager h a s submitted to the City Council a proposed budget upon which a public hearing will be held on J u n e 5 , 2 0 0 6 , as
t required by Article VI, Section 6.06(B) of the Charter of the City of Garden City.
-Therefore, be it ordained that there is hereby appropriated for said fiscal year the amounts set forth in the following tabulations which,
r ;pursuant to the "Uniform Budgeting and Accounting Act" (M.C.L.A. 141.421 et. Seq.)
F,

•-

'-•' Be it further ordained by the Mayor and Councilmembers of the City of Garden City t h a t the Annual Budget of the City for the period from July
'.' 1,2006 through J u n e 30,2007, as summarized below, representing the various budgetary centers of the FY06-07 Annual Budget as defined by
* P.A. 621 of 1978, a s last amended, be and the same is hereby adopted.

Liriiiirfl I mill Miiniiuii
Revenues
General Property Taxes
Business Licenses/Permits
Non-Business Licenses/Permits
State Shared Revenues
Grants - Local Units
Charges for Services
Fines and Forfeits
Miscellaneous Revenue
Contributions/Public Enterprises
Contributions/Other Funds

11,537,782.00
20,000.00
15,000.00
4,058,026.00
225,891.00
799,920.00
545,000.00
963,300.00
230,000.00
938,500.00

TOTAL REVENUES

19,333,419.00

Revenues
Gas & Weight Tax
Interest on Investments
Decrease in Fund Balance
TOTAL REVENUES

Revenues
Gas & Weight Tax
Transfer - Major Streets
Interest on Investments
Decrease in Fund Balance
TOTAL REVENUES

Expenditures
Mayor & Council
21st District Court
City Administration/Personnel
Clerk Treasurer
Non-Departmental
Police
Fire
Building & Protective Inspections
Dept. of Public Services
Parks & Recreation
Boards & Commissions
Debt Service

50,710.00
729,046.00
407,923.00
912,946.00
6,173,494.00
4,649,736.00
2,281,142.00
2,184,690.00
739,973.00
83,190.00
1,120,569.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

19,333,419.00

Major M r r U 1 unci S u m n u i v
Expenditures
1,183,692,00
Expenditures
30,000.00
Increase in Fund Balance •
0.00.
1,213,692.00
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

804,180.00
409,512.00

500 120 00
405,580.00
2,000.00
0.00
907,700.00

1,213,692.00

Expenditures
Expenditures
Debt Service

907 700 00
0.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

907,700.00

911 ruiKl "tuinmnn
Revenues
Revenues
Interest
Decrease in Fund Balance
TOTAL REVENUES

Expenditures
Expenditures
Transfer to General Fund
Increase Fund Balance
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

110,000.00
500.00
74,500.00
185,000.00

Revenues
Payments by Cable Companies
Use of Fund Balance
TOTAL REVENUES

30,075,00
4,000.00
34,075.00

0.00
185,000.00
0.00
185,000.00

Expenditures
Expenditures

34,075.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

34,075.00

School is set for
open house, sale
The Perrinsville School will
have its first open house of the
year 1-4 p.m. Sunday, May 28.
Some of you may not know
that the school, located on
Warren Road west of
Merriman at Cowan Road, is
owned by the City of
Westland and comes
/^\^>
under the auspices of / < ~
the Westland
/^
Historical
Commission.
It is considered
one of the best
restorations of
one-room schools in
Michigan. Bring the family
out to see this treasure right
here in our own city.
Another upcoming event
that will be held on the
grounds of the Perrinsville
School on July 22 is the
Friends of the Westland
Museum's third annual flea
market. The schoolhouse will
not be open for tours that day.
This year the flea market will
have a slightly different twist.
Spaces will be available to rent
in addition to the Friends'
offerings. If you would like to
reserve a space or have questions, call Ruth Dale" at (734)
425-1955.
Donations of goods for the
Friends space, such as dishes,
furniture, jewelry, linens, tools,
toys, kitchen ware, antiques,
and books (no clothing please)
may be dropped off at the
museum on Wayne Road
between 1-4 p.m. Saturdays,
beginning June 10.
Did you know
The Friends oversee the historical Ganong Cemetery on
Henry Ruff at Annapolis and
the Chubb Cemetery on
Warren and that the city main-

tains them.
!
Recently a large dead tree \
that endangered some very old;
markers was removed by the •
Westland Department of
•
Public Service from the
!
Ganong Cemetery.
;
Both of these cemeteries;
contain the remains of *
i A soldiers of the Civil l
War as well as more [
recent wars.
;
ollnventories have
been done of both I
&7 cemeteries and the I
records are available J
at the Collins House ;
archives for your use.
If you were able to take a «
quick look as you whizzed by j
the historical complex on
*
Wayne Road recently, you
;
would have noticed a crew of I
high school students from the (
Wayne-Westland School's
]
William D. Ford Career
:
Technical Center swarming \
over the Octagon House as
i
they applied new siding to its !
exterior. What a professional ;
job they are doing.
j
Thanks you guys !
•;
You're invited
]
You are invited to become J
members of the Friends of the t
Westland Museum in support *
of their work in assisting the '
Historical Commission in the
restoration, collection and
preservation of artifacts and
archival materials pertaining tcj
the history of Westland and I
Nankin Township.
•
Contact Connie
\
Wagenschutz at (734) 522j
043S or by e-mail at con\
wag@juno.com for a member-]
ship form or with questions or j
comments pertaining to this i
column. The museum's phone •
is (734) 326-1110.
!

CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF MEETING
A petition has been presented to the Planning Commission of the
City of Westland, Wayne County, Michigan:

1

<"omniunil} Dt^Ll'ipmn ! Plnrf. <.rnM >III,IIIM»-\
K_\ uiuts
County Grant Transfer
Rehab Funding

196,000.00

TOTAL REVENUES

196,000.00

L_

_

Lxpmdltures
Salaries
Housing Rehab
ADA Compliance
Administration
Planning expenditures/facility improve
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

0.00
144,900.00
0.00
14,600.00
36,500.00
196,000.00

C a s e #1559F - P u b l i c H e a r i n g f o r S p e c i a l L a n d U s e
A p p r o v a l for P r o p o s e d St. V i n c e n t D e P a u l T h r i f t S t o r e /
D o n a t i o n C e n t e r , 6613 N . W a y n e R o a d , P a r c e l #034-99-0030003, West S i d e of W a y n e R o a d , N o r t h of H u n t e r A v e n u e ,
Antoine Abi Raji

III hatjilil dlinii_Rc*oI^m!i t und
Expenditures

Revenues'
Repayments of Loans
TOTAL REVENUES

30,000.00
30,000.00

Housing Rehabilitation
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

30,000.00
30,000.00

Building IK pa i tint m
Revenues
Transfer from Other Fund
Permits/Inspections
Planning / Zoning Fee's
Rental Inspections

9 B
°S K

189,076.00

Expenditures
Personnel
Operating/Services
Capital Outlay
Prof/Tech

493,796.00
3,150.00
0.00
102,430.00

TOTAL REVENUES

599^76.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

599,376.00

Revenues
Confiscations
Use of Fund Balance
Interest
TOTAL REVENUES

25,000.00
47,000.00
200.00
72,200.00

0.00
399,600.00
10,700.00

Revenues
Property Tax Levy
Personal Property Tax Levy
Interest on Investments
Use of Fund Balance
TOTAL REVENUES

62,000.00
0.00
10,000.00
243,648.00
315,648.00

( i p u i l III | i r » i m u i i
Revenues
Use of Fund Balance
Transfer - General Fund
Interest Earnings
TOTAL REVENUES

0.00
50,000.00
500.00
50,500.00

Revenues
Water/Sewef Revenue
Other Revenue
Decrease Retained Earnings

7,942,235.00
651,209.00
1,769,112.00

TOTAL REVENUES

10,362,556.00

Revenues
Incremental Property Tax Revenue
Use of Fund Balance
Interest on Investments
Misc Revenue
TOTAL REVENUES

411,297.00
213,090.00
25,000.00
90,919.00
740,306.00

I it I il
Revenues
Transfer from General Fund
Fee's./ Fines
Grant's/Aid
Interest
Use of Fund Balance
TOTAL REVENUES

Mill
M>S
I n / I f Kill
\l I \

B
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Expenditures

72,200.00

N O T I C E I S H E R E B Y G I V E N t h a t a public meeting of t h e City of
Westland Planning Commission will be held in t h e City H a l l , 36601
Ford Road, Westland, Michigan at 7:30 p.m;, Tuesday, J u n e 6,2006.

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

72,200.00

Written comments m u s t be submitted to the Planning Comrrtission
before 5:00 p.m. one (1) day prior to the scheduled meeting.

Expenditures

245,000.00
48,110.00
22,000.00
700.00
0.00
315,810.00

1

1 '•*-• > - 'ill

Expenditures
Increase Fund Balance
Incinerator Debt Service
lax Tribunal Refund

0.00
312,681.00
2,967.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

315,648.00

P IJI i r i i n l M i i m i - I M
Expenditures
Expenditures

50,500.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

50,500.00

Expenditures
Expenditures

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

10,362,556.00

10,362,556.00

Expenditures
Development Projects
Administration
Debt Service

115,000.00
442,617.00
182,689.00

TOTAL EXPENDITURES

740,306.00

i nd s i m i n i i i
Expenditures
Personnel
Operating/Services
Capital Outlay
Prof/Tech
TOTAL EXPENDITURES

uiit
if

248,500.00
3,900.00
18,110.00
45,300.00
315,810.00

Publish: May 25,2006

Kenneth B. Sharp, C h a i r m a n
WESTLAND PLANNING COMMISSION

CITY OF WESTLAND
PUBLIC NOTICE
WESTLAND HOUSING COMMISSION
THE WESTLAND HOUSING COMMISSION WILL BE OPENING
ITS WAITING LIST FOR THE P R O J E C T BASED ASSISTED
LIVING FOR THE FRAIL ELDERLY PROGRAM ON TUESDAY,
MAY 30, 2006 AND WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2006 AT 10:00 AM
UNTIL 4:00 PM EACH DAY. APPLICATIONS MUST BE PICKED
U P AT THE WESTLAND H O U S I N G COMMISSION'S MAIN
OFFICE LOCATED AT 32715 DORSEY ROAD, WESTLAND MI
48186. THE OFFICES WILL BE OPEN TUESDAY, MAY 30, 2006
AND WEDNESDAY, MAY 31, 2006 FROM 10:00 AM UNTIL 4:00
PM. THE APPLICANT'S TOTAL GROSS HOUSEHOLD INCOME
MUST NOT EXCEED THE LIMITS ESTABLISHED BELOW:
(1) PERSON:
$24,450 (3) PERSONS: $31,450 (5) PERSONS:
$37,750
(2) PERSONS: $27,950 (4) PERSONS: $34,950 (6) PERSONS:
$40,550
THE WESTLAND HOUSING COMMISSION WILL NOT DENY
ANY FAMILY THE OPPORTUNITY TO APPLY FOR ADMISSION
INTO THE SECTION 8 P R O J E C T BASED ASSISTED LIVING
PROGRAM FOR THE FRAIL ELDERLY, NOR DENY ANY
ELIGIBLE APPLICANT T H E OPPORTUNITY TO LEASE A
DWELLING UNIT SUITABLE TO THE APPLICANT'S NEEDS
ON THE BASIS OF RACE, COLOR, RELIGION, SEX, NATIONAL
ORIGIN, AGE, MARITAL STATUS, . HANDICAP AND/OR
FAMILIAL STATUS. ALL APPLICANTS MUST ATTACH TO
THEIR APPLICATION A COPY O F BOTH SIDES O F THEIR
DRIVER'S LICENSE OR STATE IDENTIFICATION. I F
APPLICANT FOR ONE BEDROOM IS HANDICAPPED OR
DISABLED, WRITTEN CERTIFICATION OF A HANDICAP/
DISABILITY OR A COPY O F YOUR SOCIAL .SECURITY/SSI
STATEMENT MUST BE ATTACHED TO YOUR APPLICATION.
ONLY ONE APPLICATION WILL BE ISSUED PER PERSON
(AGE 55 AND OVER).NO HAND-DELIVERED APPLICATIONS
WILL BE ACCEPTED. ALL APPLICATIONS MUST BE
COMPLETED, DATED, SIGNED AND MAILED T O THE
WESTLAND HOUSING COMMISSION AT 32715 DORSEY
ROAD, WESTLAND, MI 48186 POSTMARKED NO LATER THAN
FRIDAY J U N E 30. 2006. NO APPLICATIONS WILL BE
ACCEPTED AFTER THIS TIME.
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