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John Glenn seniors Alex Wynn and Jeff Dillon work with Construction Technology 1 teacher John Warra at William D. Ford Career Technical Center. 

Students' essays win teacher national technology award 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

When John Warra told his students to 
go online to apply for scholarships, he 
didn't expect that he would be getting 
something out of it. 

That something was being named a 
Technology Education Outstanding 
Teacher of the Year by the U.S. Air Force. 

Warra, who teaches,theConstructipn 
Tech I class at the William D. Ford 
Career Technical Center, is one of 250 
teachers in the country to receive the 
honor after being nominated by several 
of his students. 

"When I was told, I really couldn't 
believe it," said Warra, who received the 
award during a staff meeting from Tech. 
Sgt. Adam Hessler of the U.S. Air Force 
Recruiting Station in Westiand. "I just 
come to work to do a job, the plus is to 
get an award like that." 

The Internet page Warra had his stu­
dents visit was Technology Education's 
Web site, www.techedl010.com, where 

PLEASE SEE AWARD, A4 

John Warra has what the U.S. Air Force tikes, so much so that the Garden City resident received a 
Technology Education Outstanding Teacher Award. Warra teaches Construction Technology I at the 
William D. Ford Career Technical Center in Westiand. 

Police beware - firefighters out for blood 
Westiand residents bled blue the last 

time local police officers and firefighters 
competed to recruit the most blood 
donors. 

Last year's good-natured Battle of the 
Badges contest left firefighters seeing red, 
and now they're out for blood — literally. 

The two groups will compete again . 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Monday at the 
Bailey Recreation Center — a contest that 
will kick off the Battle of the Badges for 
all of southeastern Michigan. 

Police officers and firefighters are busy 

signing up friends, relatives and residents 
to donate blood. They're handing out 
poker chips — blue for the police, red for 
the firefighters — to donors. 

In turn, donors will turn in their poker 
chips during Monday's blood drive, and 
the chips will be counted to see which 
department receives this year's Gold 
Blood Bag Award. 

Donors who aren't recruited by the 
public safety departments may call 
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli's office at (734) 
467-3200 to make an appointment. The 

event will help the American Red Cross. 
"The Red Cross is in dire need of blood 

because of a decline in donations and an 
increase in usage," Cicirelli said in a pre­
pared statement. "The Battle of the 
Badges was won last year by the police 
department, and I am told that this year 
the fire department is seeking to even the 
record." 

On a more serious note, Cicirelli said, 
"The real winners are the people who will 
need blood this summer due to medical 
emergencies or illness." 
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in traffic 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A'3-year-old Westiand boy was in critical condition after he 
rolled his four-wheel bike in front of oncoming traffic Thursday 
night, police said Friday. . 

The accident happened at about 10 p.m. on Joy Road east of 
Middlebelt, near Oxbow, and the boy was airlifted from Garden 
City Hospital to University of Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor, 
police Sgt. Rob Collier said. 

The boy, who rolled his bike out of the family driveway onto 
Joy, was hit by an eastbound Chevrolet Prizm driven by a,75-year-
old Westiand woman, Collier said. 

The woman couldn't avoid hitting the boy and isn't expected to 
face charges, Collier said. 

The force of the impact knocked the boy offhis bike, and the 
bike continued rolling across Joy Road and was hit by another 
vehicle, Collier said. 

"It went northbound across the lane and was hit by another 
vehicle. That vehicle then hit a third vehicle," Collier said. 

No one was injured other than the boy, Collier said. Police did­
n't release the child's name. 

The boy received multiple injuries and his condition was con­
sidered "pretty grave" early on, but his last known condition was 
critical, Collier said Friday. 

"No alcohol or drugs were a factor," Collier said. 
It wasn't immediately clear why the 3-year-old was riding his 

bike outdoors at 10 p.m. 
"With our kids, the reality is that we need to pay attention to 

them every minute if we want to protect them," Police Chief 
Daniel Pfannes said. "We never know what they're going to get 
into." 

dclem@tiometownlife.com I (734) 953-2110 _• 

Summer festival 
shaping up with 
Moving Wall, events 

BY DARRELL C U M 

STAFF WRITER -

City officials expect thousands of visitors to flock to Westiand 
when The Moving Wall - a smaller replica of the Vietnam Veterans 
Memorial - comes here for the summer festival June 29 through 
July 4. 

"We're pretty sure there will be a tremendous influx of people," 
said Westiand Summer Festival Chairman Kenneth Mehl. 

The Moving Wall will be officially unveiled on the Westiand City 
Hall lawn during a ceremony at 4 p,m. Thursday, June 29 - the first 
day of the six-day festival. . 

Anyone who knows of Westiand residents who became casualties 
during the Vietnam War is asked to call Mehl at (734) 261-5955. 
Officials hope to pay tribute to them during the ceremony. 

With larger-than-expected crowds projected for this year's festival, 
Mehl said shuttles will be provided to the City Hall complex on Ford 
Road from several locations. 

From Marquette, festival-goers can catch frequent shuttles from 
parking lots at John Glenn High School, the William D. Ford Career 
Technical Center and the Westiand Public Services Department. 

Other shuttles will be provided from the senior citizen Friendship 
Center on Newburgh Road and the Westiand public library on 
Central City Parkway. 

Meanwhile, Mehl said festival organizers, are pleased with the way 
this year's event is shaping up. 
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Citizens' group unveils 
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 

STAFF WRITER 

As the Citizens for Livonia's 
Future group continues to 
work toward stopping the 
school district's Legacy 
Initiative, one member has 
come up with an alternate plan 
that she said would still save 
Livonia Public Schools $1.8 
million. 

In a brief presentation 
Monday night, Livonia resi­
dent Nancy Farquharson 
unveiled the Legacy 
Alternative plan. 

"This plan saves what is best 
about the Legacy Initiative and 
would be strongly preferred by 
a majority of the community," 
she told the board. "It is not 
too late to find a compromise." 

Though Farquharson had 
asked to have 15 minutes and a 
space on the evening's agenda, 
the board granted her the 
usual three minutes reserved 
for audience comments. Supt. 
Randy Liepa did arrange to 
speak with her at another time 
about the proposal. 

"Certainly we will respond to 
anyone who has put in time to 

present ideas to us," said Liepa. 
He noted Tuesday that he 

had not yet had a chance to 
review Farquharson's plan, and 
that any new plan would 
require community input and 
study. 

"Right now we are focused 
on implementing the existing 
plan (the Legacy Initiative), 
which is going well" Liepa 
said. 

During her time Monday, 
Farquharson shared highlights 
of the Legacy Alternative. The 
plan would maintain the cur­
rent grade configuration with 
K-6 attending elementary 
schools. It would support clos­
ing four schools, rather than 
the seven buildings designated 
under the Legacy Initiative. 
She proposes the district close 
Washington, Taylor and 
Cooper elementary schools, 
and Riley Middle School. 

The Legacy Alternative re-
envisions the triad concept, 
dividing the district in a simi­
lar way to the Legacy Initiative. 

Under Farquharson's pro­
posal, the district would redis­
tribute Taylor's 399 students to 
Tyler (299) and Hoover (100). 

District trustees wei 
BY STEPHANIE ANGELYN CASOLA 

STAFF WRITER 

Though no one spoke at the 
school district's budget hearing 
Monday, Livonia Public School 
trustees spoke candidly about 
proposed cuts to next year's 
budget. 

The district has announced 
plans to spend $1.16 million of 
its fund equity and cut 
$700,000 from its budget next 
fall. Lisa Levesque, director of 
finance for Livonia Public 
Schools, said the district's 
budget shortfall in 2007 will 
be $3.66 million. Tb.e Legacy 
Initiative, a plan to close and 
reconfigure schools, will offset 
the rest of that, saving $1.8 
million. 

In light of proposed cuts, 

trustee Rob Freeman asked his 
fellow board members to con­
sider holding onto three more 
technology paraprofessionals 
than originally proposed, for 
next fall. 

"I would like to see us add 
one more (parapro) to each 
triad, for a total of six" said 
Freeman. He hoped these staff 
members would serve the 
lower elementary buildings, in 
particular, and assist in an 
educational capacity rather 
than simply maintain equip­
ment. 

"With the move, I anticipate 
there might be technology 
problems we need to address 
right away," said Freeman, of 
the buildings that will close 
and change under the Legacy 
plan. 

It would redistribute 
Washington's 243 students to 
Randolph (100) and Johnson 
(143). 

Cooper was targeted to close 
due to a "community percep­
tion of environmental risk" 
because it is located across 
from a capped contaminated 
site. Its 306 students would 
move to three schools: 
McKinley (106), Cleveland 
(100) and Hayes (100), under 
Farquharson's proposal. 

Her report states that under 
this plan "closings are fairly 
and evenly spread across all 
areas of the city." 

The plan also reduces busing 
costs, maintains smaller school 
sizes, and requires less money 
from the operating budget and 
Sinking Fund to implement, 
according to Farquharson. She 
said she based all calculations 
on figures and budget informa­
tion she obtained from Lisa 
Levesque, district finance 
director. 

Farquharson's report showed 
the cost of implementing this 
plan would be more than 
$400,000, while the Legacy 
Initiative will cost more than 

The proposed budget calls 
for the district to maintain a 
total of 12.5 tech parapros next 
year. At the lower elementary 
level, the proposal allows for 
one technology parapro in 
each triad of the district. 

Freeman's suggestion, if sup­
ported, would add three more 
tech parapros, for a total of 
15.5 to serve the district. 

To do so, the board would 
have to agree to spend an addi­
tional, estimated $90,000 of 
its fund equity, a rainy day sav­
ings fund. 

Trustee Tom Bailey spoke 
out in favor of the idea. He said 
he had received letters asking 
that the board reconsider cut­
ting technology parapro posi­
tions. 

"We maintain a considerable 

$1 million. Her calculations 
show the district would save 
just over the same amount, 
more than $1,843,407. 

In an effort to keep children 
together," students from closed 
buildings would move to 
schools in nearby neighbor­
hoods. The plan establishes a 
"pure feeder" concept. As the 
Legacy Initiative aims to keep 
the same group of students 
together from grades 5-12, the 
Legacy Alternative would do so 
throughout a child's education, 
grades K-12, after implementa­
tion. Farquharson said she 
believes the alternative plan 
would be more readily accept­
ed by the community. 

"We all care about our com­
munity and our schools," said -
Farquharson, "and together we 
can come up with a better lega­
cy for our kids'sake." 

Farquharson will discuss the 
alternative plan on an upcom­
ing episode of Livonia's Legacy. 
The show airs at 8 p.m. 
Tuesdays on Bright House 
Channel: 12, and re-airs 
Mondays at 8 p.m. 

scasola@hometownlife.com I (734) 953-2054 

rapros 
amount of equipment," said 
Bailey. "It is an area I would 
like to see addressed." 

Board President Dan 
Lessard said the job is "doubly 
difficult" with the move. "This 
may be the time to spend 
$100,000," he said. "I can see 
the benefit of that for this 
year." 

The board did not make any 
decision on the matter 
Monday. 

Trustees are expected to 
adopt a final 2006-07 budget 
during the June 19 regular 
meeting at the board office, 
15125 Farmington Road. It is 
possible to alter the proposed 
budget to add the paraprofes­
sionals, or to later amend the 
budget. 
scasola@hometownlife.com 1 (734) 953-2054 
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Owners are looking for this Oriental short hair cat , named Yum Yum, 
which escaped the family car in the parking lot at Marshall's 
department store on Ford Road in Canton. 

Where's 

Florida couple 'devastated' 
by loss of family caS? 

BY CAROL MARSHALL 
STAFF WRITER 

When Diane and Joe 
Leslie left their 
Summerfield, Fla., home to 
attend a wedding in Canton, 
they had no idea their trip 
would take a devastating 
turn. 

While visiting Michigan, 
the Leslies lost a family 
member — their pet cat, an 
Oriental shorthair named 
YumYum. 

And ever since, Joe Leslie 
hasn't been able to eat or 
sleep, and they're both dev­
astated, his wife said. 

"When you have an 
Oriental shorthair, it's usual­
ly a one-person cat," Diane 
Leslie said." My husband 
and YumYum are buddies. 
Wherever he is, she is." 

The Leslies arrived June 7 
in Canton and stayed 
overnight in a local hotel. 
On June 8, they were leaving 
the hotel to stay with their 
daughter in Canton, and 
stopped at Marshall's 
department store on Ford 
Road to do a little shopping. 
The weather was comfort­
able enough that they left 
YumYum in the car. 

"I inadvertently left the 
back window down," said 
Diane Leslie, her voice 
breaking just a bit. "When I 
got back to the car, she was­
n't there," 

The Leslies have c#l!|j3d|.the 
police every day, m.hopes 
that someone has reported 
finding a lost cat. ̂ They've 
visited local animalshelters. 
They hired a pet tracking 
service, but the tracking dog 
wasn't able to pick up 
YumYum's scent. Desperate, 
the couple even called a psy­
chic for some supernatural 
help. 

The Leslies have can­
vassed the area on Ford 
Road daily and have distrib­
uted fliers, in hopes of find­
ing YumYum. 

Diane Leslie is not only 
missing YumYum, who she 
said is part of her family. 
She's also fearful for what 
the cat must be going 
through, she said. 

"She's not an outdoor cat" 
she said. "I'm sure she's pet­
rified and holed up some­
where and won't come out." 

Not only does YumYum 
not have her front claws, but 
the cat also has asthma and 
requires medication. 

The Leslies are offering a 
large cash reward to anyone 
who can find YumYum. They 
hope to find her before they 
leave for Florida at the end 
of the week. Anyone with 
information may call Diane 
Leslie at (352) 895-4125. 
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