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John Glenn senjors Alex Wynn and Jeff Dillon work with Construction Technologv 1 teacher John Warra at William D. Ford Career Technical Center.
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Students essays win teacher national technology award

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

When John Warra told his students to
go online to apply for scholarships, he
didn’t expect that he would be getting
something out of it.

That something was being named 2
Technology Education Outstanding
Teacher of the Year by the U.S. Air Force.

‘Warra, who teaches the: Constructwn
Tech I class at the William D. Ford:+
Career Technical Center, is one of 250
teachers in the country to receive the
honor after being nominated by several
of his students. ]

“When I was told, I really couldn't
believe it,” said Warra, who received the
award during & staff meeting from Tech.
Sgt. Adam Hessler of the U.S. Air Force
Recruiting Station in Westland. “I just
come to work to do a job, the plus is to
get an award like that.”

The Internet page Warra had his stu-
dents visit was Technology Education’s

Boy, 3, hit
after riding
bike in traffic

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A 3-year-old Westland boy was in critical condlt:lon after he
rolled his four-whee! bike in front of oncoming traffic Thursday
night, police said Friday.

"The accident happened at about 10 p.m. on Joy Rnad east of
Middlebelt, near Oxbow, and the boy was airlifted from Garden
City Hospital to University of Michigan Hospital in Ann Arbor,
police Sgt. Rob Collier said.

The boy, who rolled his bike out of the family driveway onto-
Joy, was hit by an eastbound Chevrolet Prizm driven by a 75-year-
old Westland woman, Collier said.

The woman couldn't avoid hitting the boy and isn’t expected to
face charges, Collier said,

The force of the impact knocked the boy off his bike, and the
bike continued rolling across Joy Road a.nd was hit by another
vehicle, Collier said.

“It went northbound across the lane and was hit by another
vehicle. That vehicle then hit a third vehicle,” Collier said.

No onk was injured other than the boy, Collier said. Police did-
't release the child’s name.

The boy received multiple injuries and his condition was con-
sidered “pretty grave” early on, but his last known condition was
critical, Collier said Friday.

“No alcohal or drugs were a factor,” Collier said.

It wasn't immediately clear why the 3-year-old was riding his
bike outdoors at 10 p.m.

“With our kids, the reality is that we need to pay attention to
them every minute if we wazit to protect them,” Police Chief
Daniel Pfannes said. “We never know what theyre gomg toget
into.”
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Summer festival
shaping up with
Moving Wall, events

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

City officials expect thousands of visitors to flock to Westland

when The Movirig Wall - a smaller replica of the Vietnam Veterans

John Warra has what the U.S. Air Force fikes, so muéh 50 that the Garden City resident received a -
Memorial ~ comes here for the summer festival June 29 through

Web site, www.teched1010,com, where
‘ ' Technology Education Outstanding Teacher Award. Warra teaches Construction Technology | at the
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William D, Ford Career Technical Center in Westland.

Police beware — firefighters out for blood

Westland residents bled blue the last
time local police officers and firefighters
competed to recruit the most blood
donors. ' ‘

Last year's good-natured Baitle of the
Badges contest left firefighters seeing red,
and now they're out for blood — literally.

The two groups will compete again .
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m, Monday at the
Bailey Recreation Center — a contest that
will kick off the Battle of the Badges for
all of southeastern Michigan.

Police officers and firefighters are busy

signing up friends, relatives and residents-

to donate blood. They're handing out
poker chips — blue for the police, red for
the firefighters — to donors:

In turn, donors will turn in their poker
chips.during Monday’s bleod drive, and
the chips will be counted to see which
department receives this year’s Gold
Blood Bag Award.

Donors who aren’t recruited by the
public safety departments may call
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli’s office at {734)
467-3200 to make an appointment. The -

event will help the American Red Cross.
““The Red Cross is in dire need of blood

because of a decline in donations and an
increase in usage,” Cicirelli said in a pre-
pared statement. “The Battle of the
Badges was wan last year by the police
department, and I am told that this year
the fire department is seeking to even the
record.”

~ On a more serious note, Cicirelli said,
“The real winners are the people who will
need blood this surnmer due to medical
emergencies or illness”

" Officials hope to pay tribute to them during the ceremony:

July 4,
“We're pretty sure there will be a tremendous influx of people;”.
said Westland Summer Festival Chairman Kenneth Mehl. )
The Moving Wall will be officially unveiled on the Westland City
Hall lawn during a ceremony at 4 p.m. ’I‘hursda.y, June 29 - the ﬁrst
day of the six-day festival. :
Anyone who knows of Westland resuients who became casualtles
during the Vietnam War is asked to call Mehl at (734)2

'With larger-than-expected crowds projected for this yéar's festival;:
Mehi said shuttles will be provided to the City Hall complex on: Ford
Road from several locations. '

From Marquette, festival-goers can catch frequent shuttles from
parking lots at John Glenn High Scheol, the William D. Ford Career
Technical Center and the Westland Public Services Department, =

Other shuttles will be provided from the senior citizen Friendship
Center on Newburgh Road and the Westland public hbmry on
Central City Parkway. _

Meanwhile, Mehl said festival organizers.are pleased with the Way :

' this yeax’s event is shaping up.
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