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Lou Toarmina Is hoping someone will buy the 2,400-square-foot home he built on Ravine Drive. The original deal felf through even before the four-bedroom, 3
bath home was finished. i's been up for sale for a year.

athering the downturn

Curb appea! creativity help buyers, seliers in today's market

According to Realtor Noel Derr, there's one buyer for

every nine homies up for sale in foday's real estate
market.
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BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Lou Toarmina wonders what it will take to
sell three new homes he's built in Westland in
the past few years.

"Two sit on lots in the Wayne-Palmer area
of the city and are priced to sell at $199,000,
down from the original asking price of
$329,000. The third home is on Ravine
Drive, a tony neighborhood in the north end.
It sits on a one-acre parcel and while
Toarmina had hoped to sell it for $315,000-
$520,000, he’s asking $286,900,

“I've gotten very few nibbles and those that
1 do get, they have to sell their homes before
they can buy,” Toarmina, said. “The tempta~
tion is to keep lowering the price”

Toarmina isn't alone in frying to selt a
home these days. In Westland, as of Sept. 5,
there were 731 homes, 220 condominiums
and 35 multifamily residences listed for sale
with real estate companies.

Those numbers don’t include 94 homes
that are bank properties, 36 HUD properties
that are under contract or available, 31 vacant
pareels and an unknown quantity of homes
that are for sale by owner.

“It does seem like a large number;” said
Realtor Noel Derr, who is marketing
Toarmina’s properties through Century 21
Dynamic in Westland. “Homes aren’t selling
for what they were a year ago and they’re on
the market longer. Three years ago, there
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What do you think about this
story? E-mail your responses to
smason@hometownlife.com.

* with the Ford plants in Wayne, they're stay-
-ing put”

weren't 4 lot of homes to live in under
$100,000. That's possible today”

According to Derr, 1,491 hornes have been
sold in Westland since January. The summer
months, traditionally a busy time when par-
ents look to relocate before school starts, has
been stuggish with only 299 home sales. -

BUYER'S MARKET

Derr has been a Realtor for nine years. _
When she started in 1997-98, homes were on
the market a few hours, maybe aday,and
sellers were getting multiple offers. Now; on
average, homes can be on the market for 88
days before getting a deal. There’s one buyer
for every nine homes. ‘

“In the first-time buyer market, things are
selling, but not ag quickly as they used to and
for not as much;” she said. “People are nerv-
ous, Until they know what's going to happen

For some people, the reality of home own-
ership is hitting with a big thud. Those who
used adjustable rate mortgages to buy high-
end homes are now facing refinancing at
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Deadline nears for voters to register

‘Westland residents who want to vote in the
Nov. 7 election - and who aren’t yet regis-
tered - face an Oct. 10 deadline, said City
Clerk Eileen DeHart.

Residents may register at the clerk’s office
at Westland City Hall, on Ford Road between
Newburgh and Wayne, or they maygotoa
Secretary of State office, DeHart said.

Those wishing to register must turn 18 by

Election Day and be a resident of the city in
which they’re voting.

They should take 4 picture identification to
the place where they register, DeHart said.

In other election-related news, anyone who
wants an application for an absentee ballot
should call the clerk’s office at (734) 467-3188

or (734) 467-3187.

Voters who think they mlght not be able to
make it to the polls are encouraged to ask for
an absentee ballot, '

DeHuart's office will start sending thern out
the first week in October, but voters who
need them may start cailing anytime, the
clerk said.

Judge ordersa
trial in child
porn case

BY DARRELE CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Westland man was ordered Thursday to stand
trial in Wayne County Circuit Court on charges of
downloading child pornographic images of young
girls from his laptop computer.

John Kevin Spry, 50, faces trial after he waived his
right to a preliminary hearing in Westland 18th

~District Court — a move that averted testimony.

As he awaits trial, Spry has been released from cus-
tody after he posted $10,000 of a $100,000/10 per-
cent bond, police Sgt. Debra Mathews confirmed.

Spry was charged Sept. 9 with one count of child
sexually abusive activity, three counts of having child -
sesually abusive material and one count of marijuana
possession.

If convicted, he could face penaltles ranging up to
20 years in prison.

" Spry was arrested after police raided his home on
Glen, near Wayne Road, and confiseated child porn
images that he is accused of burning onto CDs.

Police haven't disclosed how they learned of the
allegations against Spry, a single man who is
employed as an electrician.

A not-guilty plea has been entered in his court file
as he awaits trial in circuit court,

Spry wast't 4t home when officers went to his
hause, ramimed the door, went inside and seized what
Mathews has described as numerous pornographic
irmmages, including some of prepubescent girls.
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Georqe Marvaso 5 Electropolltan has ghtz and qlamOur in thls
artist rendering. _ .
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Businessman
still wants his
Electropoiitanﬁ?

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Worried that Michigan continues to lose jobs, a;’;@
Westland businessman has revived hopes for a
huge entertainment coniplex that he said would .
employ 400 workers, :

George Marvaso still hopes to build a $50 mil-
lion business, Electropolitan, including such
aftractions as restaurants, bars, an arcade room, 2”
dance club, a comedy club, a theater, a billiards
hall and private suites.

Marvaso wants to build a multi-story, 140,000~

. square-foot facility along the I-275 or 1-96 corri-

dors, but he said economic development officials
in the Chicago area have shown more interest than
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