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Lou Toarmina is hoping someone wil l buy the 2,400-square-foot home he buitt on Ravine Drive. The original deal feif through even before the four-bedroom, 3'/r 
bath home was f inished. It's been up for sale for a year. 

According t o Realtor Noe! Derr, there's one buyer for 
every nine homes up for sale in today's real estate 
market. 

BY SUE MASON 
STAFF WRITER 

Lou Toarmina wonders what it will take to 
sell three new homes he's built in Westland in 
the past few years. 

Two sit on lots in the Wayne-Palmer area 
of the city and are priced to sell at $199,000, 
down from the original asking price of 
$229,000. The third home is on Ravine 
Drive, a tony neighborhood in the north end. 
It sits on a one-acre parcel and while 
Toarmina had hoped to sell it for $315,000-
$320,000, he's asking $286,900. 

"I've gotten very few nibbles and those that 
I do get, they have to sell their homes before 
they can buy" Toarmina said. "The tempta­
tion is to keep lowering the price." 

Toarmina isn't alone in trying to sell a 
home these days. In Westland, as of Sept. 5, 
there were 731 homes, 220 condominiums 
and 35 multifamily residences listed for sale 
with real estate companies. 

Those numbers don't include 94 homes 
that are bank properties, 36 HUD properties 
that are under contract or available, 31 vacant 
parcels and an unknown quantity of homes 
that are for sale by owner. 

"It does seem like a large number" said 
Realtor Noel Den*, who is marketing 
Toarmina's properties through Century 21 
Dynamic in Westland. "Homes aren't selling 
for what they were a year ago and they're on 
the market longer. Three years ago, there 

What do you think about this 
story? E-mail your responses to 
smason@hometownlife.com. 

weren't a lot of homes to live in under 
$100,000. That's possible today." 

According to Derr, 1,491 homes have been 
sold in Westland since January. The summer 
months, traditionally a busy time when par­
ents look to relocate before school starts, has 
been sluggish with only 299 home sales. 

BUYER'S MARKET 
Derr has been a Realtor for nine years. 

When she started in 1997-98, homes were on 
the market a few hours, maybe a day, and 
sellers were getting multiple offers. Now, on 
average, homes can be on the market for 88 
days before getting a deal. There's one buyer 
for every nine homes. 

"In the first-time buyer market, things are 
selling, but not as quickly as they used to and 
for not as much," she said. "People are nerv­
ous. Until they know what's going to happen 
with the Ford plants in Wayne, they're stay­
ing put" 

For some people, the reality of home own­
ership is hitting with a big thud. Those who 
used adjustable rate mortgages to buy high-
end homes are now feeing refinancing at 
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Westland residents who want to vote in the 
Nov. 7 election - and who aren't yet regis­
tered - face an. Oct. 10 deadline, said City 
Clerk Eileen DeHart. 

Residents may register at the clerk's office 
at Westland City Hall, on Ford Road between 
Newburgh and Wayne, or they may go to a 
Secretary of State office, DeHart said. 

Those wishing to register must turn 18 by 
Election Day and be a resident of the city in 
which they're voting. 

They should take a picture identification to 
the place where they register, DeHart said. 

In other election-related news, anyone who 
wants an application for an absentee ballot 
should call the clerk's office at (734) 467-3188 

or (734) 467-3187. 
Voters who think they might not be able to 

make it to the polls are encouraged to ask for 
an absentee ballot. 

DeHart's office will start sending them out 
the first week in October, but voters who 
need them may start calling anytime, the 
clerk said. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A Westland man was ordered Thursday to stand 
trial in Wayne County Circuit Court on charges of 
downloading child pornographic images of young 
girls from his laptop computer. 

John Kevin Spry, 50, faces trial after he waived his 
right to a preliminary hearing in Westland 18th 
District Court — a move that averted testimony. 

As he awaits trial, Spry has been released from cus­
tody after he posted $10,000 of a $100,000/10 per­
cent bond, police Sgt. Debra Mathews confirmed. 

Spry was charged Sept. 9 with one count of child 
sexually abusive activity, three counts of having child 
sexually abusive material and one count of marijuana 
possession. 

If convicted, he could face penalties ranging up to 
20 years in prison. 

Spry was arrested after police raided his home on 
Glen, near Wayne Road, and confiscated child porn 
images that he is accused of burning onto CDs. 

Police haven't disclosed how they learned of the 
allegations against Spiy, a single man who is 
employed as an electrician. 

A not-guilty plea has been entered in his court file 
as he awaits trial in circuit court. 

Spiy wasn't at home when officers went to his 
house, rammed the door, went inside and seized what 
Mathews has described as numerous pornographic 
images, including some of prepubescent girls. 

dclem@tiometownlife.com 1 (734) 953-2110 

George Marvaso's Electropolitan has gl i tz and glamour in this 
art ist render ing. 

Businessman 
still wants his 
Electropolitan 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Worried that Michigan continues to lose jobs, J£> 
Westland businessman has revived hopes for a 
huge entertainment complex that he said would 
employ 400 workers. 

George Marvaso still hopes to build a $50 mil­
lion business, Electropolitan, including such 
attractions as restaurants, bars, an arcade room, a' 
dance club, a comedy club, a theater, a billiards 
hall and private suites. 

Marvaso wants to build a multi-story, 140,000-
square-foot facility along the 1-275 or 1-96 corri­
dors, but he said economic development officials 
in the Chicago area have shown more interest than 
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caterer 
BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

For John Glenn High School 
football boosters, Dale 
Lockwood and his rolling bar­
becue grill are a godsend for 
preparing and serving 100 
people at the annual 
Homecoming dinner Tuesday 
evening. 

"He came through in a 
pinch," booster member Cathy 
Thorne said. 

For Lockwood, the boosters' 
request to help with the meal 
is an opportunity to let more 
people know about his fledg­
ling mobile catering business. 

"I can use this to get gradua­
tion parties and even team 
parties," Lockwood said. 

Lockwood brought his 16-
foot smoker grill to the high 
school Tuesday evening to 
serve the traditional 
Homecoming dinner to the 
football team, cheerleading 
squad, their respective coaches 
and school administrators. 

"It was wonderful," said 

booster Mary Konopka. 
"Everyone loved the food and 
Dale was just great. The kids 
ran off the field, all you could 
smell was the food." 

Lockwood filled in for the 
culinary arts program at the 
William D. Ford Career 
Technical Center, which 
because of the late start of 
school and an earlier than 
usual Homecoming couldn't 
accommodate the dinner at 
this time. 

He started cooking at 10 
a.m. Tuesday at his Westland 
home before relocating to the 
high school for the dinner. He's 
donating his time and effort, 
while the booster club is pretty 
much covering the cost of the 
"materials" — 11 slabs of ribs, 
10 chickens and 30 pounds of 
pulled pork for sandwiches as 
well as cole slaw and baked 
beans. 

Thorne and Lockwood are 
neighbors. Initially, she asked 
if he'd buy an ad in the football 
program for his Hickory 
Barbecue Grill, a mobile cater-
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John Glenn football players Dennis Dillard (from left), Yannick Thofhpson, Blayre McCormick and Jesse Taylor enjoy the 
food at the annual Homecoming dinner. / • j 
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ing business, and thought of 
him when the boosters ran into 
problems with the dinner, a 
long-standing tradition at the 
high school. 

"The boys needed their din­
ner, they've been getting it for 
years, so I went across the 
street and asked him," she said. 
"I don't know him that well, 
but I saw his sign on his truck." 

For Lockwood, it offers a 
chance to grow his business. 
He went to vocational school 
to be a chef, but shelved it 
when he got married "and had 
to get a real job." 

He's owned a fireplace 
installation business for 12 
years, and at the urging of his 
friends decided to fill the slow 
summer months with cooking. 

"Every time I would do a 
barbecue, 50 people would 
show up," he said. "They kept 
telling me I should do this. I've 
catered parties for years." 

Because of Lockwood's 
efforts, the crowd of more than 
100 is getting two meals — the 
barbecue dinner that was 
served in the school cafeteria 
and the more formal sit-down 
steak and potato dinner at the 
Career Technical Center in 
October. 

The dinner is just one of 
many things the boosters pro­
vide for the football program at 
John Glenn. They also are pro­
viding a dinner and sign night 

Caterer Dale Lockwood replenishes serving trays at the John Glenn 
Homecoming dinner. 

next week for the junior varsity 
squad, do the souvenir pro­
grams, provide the team with 
pop after the games and han­
dle picture day. 

Through fund-raising like a 
planned casino trip and 50/50 
raffles — the Homecoming raf­
fle tends to produce a large 
pot, as high as S800, according 
to Thorne — the boosters raise 
about $28,000 a year that goes 
back to the team, paying for 
any equipment it needs. 

"It's a lot of work, but it pays 
off," Thorne said. 

That's what Lockwood is 
hoping about the dinner. In 

addition to the food, he gave 
each person who was there a 
S50 gift certificate that they 
can use with Hickory 
Barbecue. 

"I hope by this time next 
year, I'm doing just catering," 
he said. 

Information about the John Glenn 
High School Football Boosters and 
Hickory Barbecue grill are available 
online. The boosters' Web site is 
www.rocketfootbalf.com. Find 
Lockwood's business at www.hicko-
rybbq.net. 
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Banned Books Week 
The world is full of controversy, and 

even a free society lik&:the United . | 
States is not exempt from the scrutiny ^ . 
of literature. Throughout American his' 
tory, various pieces of literature have 
come under attack for a multitude of 
reasons and are eventually removed 
from establishments such as schools 
and libraries. 

Such titles are recognized during 
Banned Book Week, Sept. 23-30 as a eel-' 
ebration of intellectual freedom regard­
less of controversial subject matter. 

Quite a few books that are now con­
sidered an essential part of the 
American canon of literature were at 
one time highly controversial and 
banned from a variety of institutions. 
James Joyce's Ulysses was barred from 
" '' lited States for years but is now a 

ent member of countless college 
reading lists. 

Familiar 
titles such as 
Brave Hew 
World by 
Aldous Huxley 
and Eliot's 
Silas Mamer 
have been 

removed from schools by schooi offi­
cials due to Inappropriate" content.. 
Ironically, Orwell's 1984 has also experi­
enced a precarious existence with 
respect to U.S. censorship, and can fre­
quently be found on many "Mosl 
Censored" list's of books. 
•' Banned books are a hot topic in the 

area of children's and young adult litera­
ture as well. Laura Ingalls Wilder may be 
shocked to learn that her classic chil­
dren's book, Little House on the Prairie, 
was once removed from a classroom in 
South Dakota for allegedly fueling racist 
tendencies. Even the childhood favorite 
Little Red Riding Hood came under 
attack and was banned in two California 
schools as late as 1989. 

in the young adult scene, Judy Blume 
is no stranger to controversy; Blubber, 
Forever, and Deenie are just several of 
her works that have been subjected to 
restrictions for sexual content. 

Visit the library to view specific 
examples and displays of banned books 
from Sept. 23-30. Because the Westland 
library promotes intellectual freedom, 
most titles that have received a 
"banned" label are available for check­
out. Call us at (734) 326-6123, or remote­
ly search our catalog twenty-four hours 
a day at www.westland.lib.mi.us. 

Mary Beth Fixler 

Introduction to Scrapbooking: 7 
p.m. Sept. 27. 

Join Kristin Nutt. Independent 
Consultant for Creative Memories!) as, 
she demonstrates how to creaie>Stiot|.^j 
Story Card. Bring two or three related ' 
personal photos. All other supplies will 
be furnished. Seating is limited, so regis- • 
ter for this free program at the 
Reference Desk, or call (734) 326-6123. : 

Science Fiction and Fantasy Book 
Discussion: 7 p.m. Sept. 27. 

Join in for what will prove to be an • 
exciting discussion about Speculative 
Fiction. All adults with interests in the 
genre are welcome. Visit our blog, too! 
http://sfwestlandlibmius.blogspot.com 

internet 201:10:30 a.m. Sept. 28. 
Learn about search engines - which 

ones do what, how to evaluate them, 
how to pick good Web sites. No registra­
tion is required. Walk-ins are welcome. 

Internet 101:2 p.m. Sept. 30. 
A beginner's guide to the Internet -' 

how do I get around a website, what IS a 
website. No registration is required-
Walk ins are welcome. 

The William P. Faust Public Library, is 
at 6123 Central City Parkway, Westland. 
For more information, call (734) 326-' 
6123. , 
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