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Goodfellows More families will

“The number could go as hlgh as 1,000 chil-
The Salvation Army's Wayne-Westland Corps is preparing
for its annual belt-ringing cam'paiqn amid concerns about
an increase in need for services this holiday season. Story

on Page AB.

Due to job losses and shrinking household
incomes, more local families will need help
this year as the Westland Goodfellows organi-
zation struggles with its own drop in rev-

enues, officials said.

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Westland nonprofit group that raises

meoney to buy Christmas gifts for needy children
will face a formidable task this holiday season.

expected to need help.

Last year, Goodfellows helped more than
600 children in 225 families, Westland Fire
Department Capt, John Adams said.

This year, more than 300 families are

Donation chairman Vic Barra estimated
that hundreds more children will need help.

Your hometown newspaper -
serving Westland for
42 years

dren,” he said.

said.

Many families are hurting, and others who
didn’t expect to need help will, indeed, be
seeking assistance, Barra said.

That comes amid shrmkmg revenues,
according to the group’s Web site.
Goodfellows volunteers last year raised
$10,343 ~ down from $16,469 in 2002,
“We've had an obvious downtuin in the tocal
- economy and layoffs in the auto sector,” Barra

)

need help

“It could be a mother who went through a
divorce who's not getting the child support
she’s supposed to get,” Barra said. “We have a.ll o
of life’s difficult scenarios.” :

Volunteers still will have the Goodfellows
newspaper sales at major city intersections-on-
Nov. 24, during the group’s long-standing,
post—Thanksgm’ng fund-raiser.

But several other events also will help ralse
money.

PLEASE SEE GOODFELLOWS, A5’

in the mifitary during group's Veterans Day Ceremony Friday merning.

Cadets honor those who served

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER
The mournful sound of Taps echoed

across the lawn of Wayne Memorial
High School Friday as members of the
JROTC, students and visitors paused to
honor those who have served in the mili-
tary.
Cadet Master Sgt. Jessica Hensley,
reading from a proclamation issued by
President George W. Bush, told the audi-
ence that America’s veterans “have
demonstrated to us that freedom is the
mightiest force on earth” and “that their
sacrifices will be remembered by a grate-
ful nation.”

One by one, four cadets - Staff Sgt. .
Brieanne Rice, Master Sgt. Ryan Crayne,
Sgt. Shawn Polite and 2nd Lt. Bobbi
Turner - went to the podium to recount
the number of men and women who
served and who died for their country
since the American Revolution.

“We pay tribute to all who served and
this ceremony is but a small way to say
thank you to the 45 million soldiers,
sailors, airmen, Marines, and support
personnel who have stood in'harm's way
for the noble cause of freedom,” said
Turner.

A pair of boots, a nﬂe and beret served

" PLEASE SEE HONOR, A6

BHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Wayne Memorial High School student Ashley Smith, a JRDTC platoon leader, joins her fellow ofher cadels in honoring those who have served the country
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-armed robbery, first-degree

Prosecutor Iooks
at new chargesin
home invasion case'

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER'

Relatives and supporters of
four defendants packed a
Westland courtroom Thursday
for a hearing that will deter-
mine whether the young men
should stand-trial for a home
invasion involving c‘harges of
torture.

They'll have to wait.

The preliminary hearing they
came 1o watch was postponed
for a week, delaying potential
testimony against four defen-
dants accused of barging into a
Westland man’s apartment, tor-
turing him, robbing him at gun-
point and taking his car.

Charged with torture, first-
degree home invasion and
armed robbery are James
Michael Hobson, 18, and Harry
James Taylor, 23, both of
Canton, and DeCory Lamar
Sharpe, 19, of Westland.

Hobson and Taylor, who also

REY < RS S

Terry Taylor

Sharpe Hobson
happened about 2 a.m. Sept. 20
on the city’s northwest side, in
the Westland Village
Apartments at Joy and Hix.

During the incident, a 47-
year-old victim was robbed after.
being ordered at gunpoint to lie
on the floor, Police said the

is known by the last name of intruders put packing tape
Miller, also have afelony around his head and mouth and.
firearms charge against them. tied up his hands and feet.

The fourth defendant, 19~ For the next 30 minutes,

police Sgt. Steve Borischhas -
said, the intruders ransacked - -
the man’s apartment — stealing -
guns, liquor, credit cards and a
cell phone before taking the vie-:
tim’s 2005 Monte Carlo. :
Hobson, Sharpe and Taylor

year-ald Laquinta Terry of
Southfield, is charged with

home invasion and driving a
stolen vehicle, .

In court Thursday, Prosecntor
Luke Skywalker indicated that

he may seek to add stolencar ~ are jailed in lieu of a $1 million |
charges against Hobson, Taylor  cash bond, while Terry's bond is
and Sharp $500,000 cash.

The four defendants aré

charged in a home invasion that dclem@hometownljfe.com | (734} 953-21i0

Marine with Westland ties killed in Iragi gunfire

Evelyn Burgess said she knew some-
thing terrible had happened when three
Marines showed up at the front door of
her Westland home. - )

“I knew something was wrong, I knew
he was gone,” said Burgess, 61, about
being notified her only child, 35-year-
old Marine sergeant Bryan Burgessy of
Canton Township, was killed by a
sniper's bullet Thursday while serving
with the ist Battalion of the 24th
Marines in Fallujah.
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“They told me he was shot through the
cheek and the bullet went through his
neck and killed him instantly.”

Bryan Burgess lived with a roommate
the past several months in Canton
before being deployed, but was raised in
Westland and attended Livonia Franklin
High School. Evelyn Burgess said her
son was in the Marines for 11 years and
traveled around the world, but this was
his first tour of duty in Iraq.

“He had only been in Iraq for six

weeks and I was afraid for him,” she

said. “But, he wanted to serve his coun- - -

try and be with his fellow Marines.
“He didn’t want to disappoint them.
“He was on my mind 24 hours a day,
but he liked the challenge,” said Evelyn
Burgess. “I'm very proud of him.”
Burgess said she's hopeful her son’
body will be back hoine on Wednesday.
Puneral arrangements are pending,

County Health Department |
revises lead test position |

The employee, Joyce Brown-
STAFF WRITER  Williams, had told the Observer
i S that the health department will
A Wayne County Health test children and adults atno
Department employee apolo- . cost.
gized Thursday for giving out On Thursday, she clarified her |-
erroneous information about sta.tement saying that the
testing for possible exposuréto

BY DARRELL CLEM
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Holiday concert .
The County Connection Chorus wili present ‘Toyland’ at 7 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 9, at the Morris Lawrence -
Building at Washtenaw Community College in Ann Arbor. The holiday concert will feature award winning
quartets Fermata Nowhere and FootNotes and the 50-member a cappella harmony of the County Connection
Chorus. Tickets are $12-$15 and availabie by calling (734) 480-8843. For more information, visit the Country
Connection Chorus Web site at www.countyconnectioncherus.erg.

-

CHILDREN'S BOOK WEEK:
‘MORE BOOKS PLEASEY

‘Nationat Children's Book Week begins
Monday. -is an important time for
libraries, bookstores, households and

schools because it focuses on the value .

of literacy and the sheer joy of reading.
Qriginating with Frederic Melcher, who

served as the secretary of the American -

Booksellers Association in 1919, advo-
cates of quality children’s books are
inspired to emphasize the importance of
reading. He encouraged children's fitera-
¢y as primary community and family
goals.

This years' theme, “"More Book
Pleasel” echoes the hope we share as
advocates for reading readiness, lan-
guage enrichment and depth in under-
standing at all levelsin a child's life.

We want the library to be a haven and
gateway for a child’s questioning mind.
Academics, personal enjoyment, curiosi-
ty and inspiration are al! paths to learn-
ing. Your library has an amazing collec-
tion of maferials suited to chitdren's
needs.

Though the Harry Potter faver has
normatized (we carry 10 copies of the
sixth book), other imaginative worlds are
unfolding. Charlie Bone and Hensy
Winkler's Hank Zipzer are new characters
blending magic and trouble, concocting
a lot of fun along the way,

fiookie Readers are beneficial fo
emerging readers. This nonfiction litera-
ture series offers a worthy introduction
to math, science, geography and lan-

INFORMATION CENTRAL

== shapes. Visually
inviting, i is a fun presentation of every-
day shapes. Pef Store Subtraction by
Simone T, Ribke uses colorful photo-
graphs of parakeets, gerbils, hermi}

crabs and more to teach subtractionin. -
_ anentertaining way. How encouraging to

tutor'a smail child with these enduring
books.

A whole week of literacy- buﬂdlnq
activities is planned for our community
families, We begin today (Nov. 12) with 8
Biues Clues Party, from 2-3 p.m.

On Monday, Nov. 13. the beautiful
Bharatanatyam Dancers will performat 7
p.m. Pleasé take advantage of this
chance to experience the oldest of clas-

_sical dance forms in India. .

Story times will be offered at 10:30
am Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday. A
G-rated movie wili be shown at 1p.m.
Friday. Two fun events are planned for
Saturday, Nov. 18t - Baby Time Story
Time at 10:30 &.m. and for ofder children,
Colorful Patterns Craft at 2 p.m.

Children's Book Week is & time fo rec-
ognize the magic of learning through
bocks. Libraries devoted to young
patrons take pride in versatile coliec-
tions. School success is only one of the
foundations important for a confident
child. Equally important is the joy of self
discovery.

“More Books Pleasel”
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Corring right upt They are here at the
William P.faust Public Library of

“Westland, .

HighHighted Activities

Organizing for the Holidays; 7 p.m.
Nov.14,

Join professional organizer Alana
Martin of Winged Pig Solutions tolearn
organizing strategies to help reduce
your stress level, have more fun, and
focus on what's most important during
the hotidays.

Internet 2017 p.m. Nov. 15.

An “inside look” at Internet search
engines - which ones do what, how fo
evaluate them, how to choose good Weh |
sites, No registration or fee required.

Microsoft Word for Beginners; 2
pm. Nov. 18.

Learn the basics of Microsoft Word, a
word processing prograim that fets you
create a variety of documents including
letters and resumes. Learn how to set
margins, change fonk style and size,
check spelling and print. No registration
is reguired,
~ Afternoon at the Movies (Teen
Program); Noon Nov. 18,

£njoy a double feature - two holiday-
themed movies for your enjoyment.
Bring pillows, beanbags, anything com-
fortable tosit on, wé'll supply the pop-

. corn, All 6th-12th-graders weicome.

Information Central is compiled by
Bernadette Dewyer. a children's associ-
ate at the William P. Faust Pubfic Library,
6123 Central City Parkway, Westiand. For
more information, call (734) 326-6123.

CORRECTION

Democratic congressional
candidate Tony Trupiano’s vote
count in Thursday’s Observer
should have been 114,524
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Semor Alliance’s card sale
helps finance holiday meals

BY SUE MASON
STAFE WRITER .

Last year, when The Senior |

- Alliance put out a call for vol-

unteers to deliver meals to sen-
iors on Christmas Day, the

" response was nothing short of

“overwhelming.”

This year, Senior Alliance
Interim Director Lori Vale is
hoping for another good
response to the agency’s Bank

~ Day holiday card sale.

“The need isn't so much for
volunteers to deliver meals this
year, what we do need help
with is volunteers to stand at
banks and sell the cards,” Vail
said.

On Dec. 8, volunteers will be
at participating banks, selling
holiday cards for $5 each. The
money raised will pay for
meals delivered to seniors on
Thanksgiving, Christmas,
Easter and now Labor Day.
The $5 represents the cost of
one meal,

When a person buys the
card, they will be asked to sign
it and include a holiday greet-
ing. The card will be delivered
with the meal to a senior on
Christmas Day. Since there will
be more cards sold than meals
delivered, each senior will get
several holiday cards with their
meal. Vail said.

The Bank Day hours will be
10 a.m. to 4 p.m., and volun-
teers will be asked to commit
to working three hours — 10
a.m. to 1 p.m. and 1-4 p.m.
There will be a meeting the
week before Bank Day when
volunteers will get boxes of
cards they will be selling. Vail
estimates she needs 30-plus
volunteers to work Dec. 8.

She also is looking for more

GIFT CARD EFFORT

The KB Toys store at Westland
Shopping Center is asking cus-
tomers to buy a gift card and help
the Children’s Leukemia
Foundation of Michigah.

Now through Nov. 18, the store
is conducting a drive to support
the toys program sponsored by
CLF. Gift cards can be purchased
at the store for any amount - the
minimum card starting at $3 ~
1o be donated to CLF. Westland
store manager Tonia Schneider,
who developed the promotion for
the store, knows firsthand how
cancer can impact a family.

Children’s Leukemia
Foundation of Michigan pro-
vides gift packages to child
patients and their siblings and to
the children of adult patients
through the toys program.

To learn more, visit its Web site
at www.leukemiamichigan.org.

HOMEMADE HERE
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banks to participate in the pro-
grari as-well as businesses
interested in selling cards at
their offices or stores. Bank
Day is S8enior Alliance’s biggest

-fund-raiser,

. “Some organizations in

- recent years have bought a box

or two of cards and placed a
business card or logo sticker in

_the signature area,” she said.

Senior Alliance will have a'
Holiday Card Kickoff at its’
offices at 3850 Second St., _
Suite 201, Wayne, 9 a.m. to 4
p.m; Wednesday, Nov. 15.
People can stop by to pick up
cards to sell in the comm'unit'y._

While Bank Dy is Dec. 8, :
people can sell cards inthe
community through Dec. 32,
Vail said.

There are lesser events like a
hot dog roast and golf outing,
but the Holiday Cards provide
a bulk of the money needed to
pay for the meals.

“We usually raise enough to
support our Thanksgiving,
Christmas and Easter dinners,
but since we've added Labor
Day, we need 1o raise more, *
Vail said.

She expects to deliver about
3,000 meals for the four days
and about 1,500 meals
between Thanksgiving and
Christmas. Requests for
Thanksgiving meals will be
accepted up until the week
before and for Christmas up
until Dec. 15.

The meals that are not part
of the state-funded Meals on
‘Wheels program, which pro-
vides hot meals to shut-in sen-
iors Monday through Friday.

“We stepped in with the holi-
day meals because these pro-
grams are closed,” Vail said.

The holiday meal is just one

program offered by Senior
Alliance, the Area Agency on’
Aging 1-C . It also provides

Meals on Wheels, a chore serv-

ice, family caregiver support
and information on medical
programs for seniors living in
its service area, which includes
Livonia, Redford, Westland,
Garden City, Canton, Plymouth
and Plymouth Township.

Vail also is looking for volun-
teers to deliver the dinners on
Thanksgiving and Christmas
Day. The time commitment is

about three to four hours, Each .

volunteer will have 5-10 meals
to deliver, depending on their
assigned route. The routes are
broken down by zip code and
major roads.

Senior Alliance has three
“kitchens” that prepare the
meals — St. Mary Mercy
Hospital in Livonia, Oakwood
Hospital in Dearborn and the
Park Restaurant in Lincoln
Park.

The Park cooks a vast major-
ity of the meals that will be
delivered on Christmas Day
because the area it will serve —
the Downriver communities —

‘has the heaviest concentration

of seniors.

St. Mary Mercy prepares
meals for seniors living in "
Livonia, Redford, Westland,
Plymouth and Plymouth
Township, Canton and neigh-

. boring communities, while

Oakwood Hospital is cooking
for seniors in Garden City.
Dearborn Heights and
Dearborn, to name a few.

For more information on.
Senior Alliance programs or
volunteer opportunities, call
Vail at (734) 727-2017.

TEST

FROM PAGE At

department will only test chil-
dren up to & years old.

She apologized for any confu-
sion in the aftermath of news
that elevated levels of lead have
been found in Westland’s
Ceniral City Park.

Others who want to be tested
are advised to see their own doc-
tororgeta referra] for a special-
ist.

" Georgia Becker of Westland
said she went to the county
health department in Wayne on
Thursday and was told that she.
couldn’t get the test. She said
she and her grandchildren and
great-grandchildren, who played
in the park, plan to go to a doc-
tor and pay for the test.

“] think the city should be
responsible” for paying the doc-
tor’s bill, Becker said. “They did-

USDA SELECT BEEF
WANT A STEAK? THINK

N.Y.STRIP STEAK
4

WEDS. 11/22
OPEN

ﬁ’t let anybody know what was

happening in the park. They've
known for along time What was
over there.”

Mayor Sandra, Cicirelli

ordered Central City Park closed -
on Saturday, Nov. 4, after earlier

soil tests indicated elevated lev-
€ls of lead and other contami-
nants in the park. ‘

The mayor has come under
fire for not alerting the public
sooner.

The city put up “park closed” : )

signs, bat apparently some pel
ple still are using it
Becker said she saw children

playing in the park on Thursday, :

five days after signs of its cIosmg
had been posted.

“These were little kids,” she
said. “Not everybody knows
about thls problem. s just s1ck-
ening”

There was no word by Fmda:y
of any other efforts to further
seal off the park,

GROUND FRESH HOURLY

FRESH GROUND BEEF
MADE FROM

gROUND SIRLOIN

Ib. FAMILY PAC

DEARBORN SAUSAGE -

ORIGINAL-FOLL,
READY-TO-EAT

SPIRAL SLICED

 USDAGRADEA .
" FRESH ICE PACKED'
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