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Reacting to demands from Westland residents, 
Wayne Comity officials this week were planning to 
test a small lake in Central City Park for possible 
contaminants. 

Parents whose children fished in Friendship Lake 
or played near it had implored officials to test the 
water after learning last month that the park's ball 
diamonds have elevated levels of lead. 

"We'll be testing for lead in the water" Assistant 
Wayne County Executive Alan Helmkamp con
firmed early this week 

Results likely won't be available for two weeks, he 
said. 

Developments continued to unfold rapidly after 
it was learned in early November that city and 
county officials and the Michigan Department of , 
Environmental Quality knew for years of park con
tamination. 

Officials have called it unlikely that anyone using 
the park would face a serious hearth threat from the 
lead. Nonetheless, the county was offering free 
blood tests Wednesday afternoon at the city's Bailey 
Recreation Center. 

County hearth workers will conduct a second 
round of free blood tests 9 a.m. to noon Wednesday, 
Dec 13, at the Bailey Center, Helmkamp said. 

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli ordered the park closed in 
early November except for a paved walking path 
around the perimeter. 

On Monday, Cicirelli confirmed that the city last 
week had an environmental firm conduct soil tests 
in two additional park areas - the children's Tot 
Town, which has miniature city buildings, and a site 
on the park's south end where lawn bowling is 
played. 

"The tests came back just fine," Cicirelli said. 
"Those areas have not been affected at all." 

Moreover, city workers who performed routine 
maintenance on the park's contaminated ball dia
monds have been tested for lead, Cicirelli said, "and 
those results are fine as well." 

Meanwhile, city, county and DEQ, officials were 
expected soon to discuss the results of soil samples 
taken in the park in November. Officials hope the 
results could help them begin to plan cleanup 

efforts. 
In yet another development, Westland City 

Councilwoman Cheryl Graunstadt said Monday 
that she has reviewed DEQ documents to gain a 
better understanding of the park contamination 
issue. 

Much of the communication for years has been 
between DEQ and county officials without city 
leaders receiving copies of documents, she said. 

"That was really kind of surprising to me" 
Graunstadt said. 

Even so, a letter from the county to the city in 
2002 shows that some local officials knew of the 
problem for years before making it public. 
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Trees around Westland City Hal! spark led as t h e switch was thrown to turn on the lights a t the annual Christmas t ree- l ight ing ceremony. 

on lights for the holidays 
BYDARREUCLEM5 

STAFF WRITER 

Katelynn Hagemann and 
Cassidy Kovacs, both 8, were 
girls of few words Monday 
evening as they handed out 
programs for the city of 
Westland's annual Christmas 
tree-lighting ceremony. 

Who could blame them? It 
was simply t-t-t-too cold to 
ta-ta-ta-talk. 

As is often true, tempera
tures plunged just in time for 
the tree-lighting ceremony in 
front of City Hall. Santa 
Claus, who arrived in a horse 
and sleigh, seemed to bring 
the North Pole chill with 
him. Even so, Katelynn mut
tered a few words, saying she 
liked handing out programs 
to diehard tree-lighting fans 
who braved the weather. 
Cassidy had her mind on 
what would happen after the 
ceremony, when she could go 
inside the fire station next 
door, meet with Santa and 
eat cookies. 

The girls, members of a 

St. Damian Elementary students lead participants in singing Christmas 
carols a t t h e ceremony. 

Brownie troop from St. 
Matthew Lutheran Church 
and School, stood with 
Cassidy's mother, Connie 
Kovacs, who shivered as she 
maintained a tradition of 
attending the event. 

"It's freezing. It's crazy," she 
said. 

Her 9-year-old daughter 
Chelsea had gone to the car 
to warm up. And, Kovacs left 
her 2-year-old daughter 

Courtney at home with her 
sons Chris, 14, and Carter, 6. 

"It was just too cold to 
bring the baby," Kovacs said, 
whose husband, Christopher, 
had an easy out — he had to 
work. 

Despite the bitter cold, a 
loyal crowd joined city lead
ers to hear a Christmas story 
by author Nancy Spinelle, 
sing Christmas carols with 
the St. Damian Elementary 

School Choir, watch Mayor 
Sandra Cicirelli give Santa 
the key to the city, and see 
thousands of lights illumi
nate City Hall's front lawn. 

On hand to help celebrate 
the holiday were four chil
dren who won a city essay 
contest about what 
Christmas means to them. 
First-place winner Kaitlyn 

.Balko* a 7-year-pld second-
grader at•K$iJdi§qn 
Elementary School, wrote 
what was perhaps one of the 
evening's most poignant mes
sages: 

Terry Carroll, the mayor's 
executive assistant, read the 
essay: "What Christmas 
means to me is being with my 
family and getting Christmas 
presents. It also means being 
thankful'to the soldiers who 
help to protect our country 
and freedom. They miss 
Christmas with their family 
to protect us. I wish all 
American soldiers a Merry 
Christmas." 
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Tom Wilson, an hourly city 
mechanic who rose through the 
ranks to become director of the 
84-employee Westland Public 
Service Department, is leaving 
his job. 

Wilson, 50, plans to leave his 
$89,8l6-a-year job to start a 
similar position Dec. 18 in 
Romulus. He has been a 
Westland employee more than 
23 years - nearly half his life. 

'It's been a great run," Wilson 
said Monday, after his departure 
was announced during a 
Westland City Council meeting. 

Wilson has steered a depart
ment that affects the fives of 
Westland's 86,000 residents -
whether it's plowing snow from 
city streets, repairing water lines 
or mamtaining fire hydrants to 

protect homes and businesses. 
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli com

mended the job Wilson has done 
since she hand-picked him as 
her public service director five 
years ago. 

'It's a loss to this community -
truly a deep, deep loss" she said 
Monday. 

Wilson's departure comes just 
weeks after James Gilbert, for
mer Westland housing and com
munity development director, 
left his job for aposition in 
Fannington Hills. 

It wasn't clear early this week 
when either of the positions will 
be filled. 

Wilson oversees a department 
with a nearly $30 million budg
et. His workers maintain 207 
miles of roads, 333 miles of 
water mains, 254 miles of storm 
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warns trash hauler 
about service complaints 

BY DARRELLCLEM 
STAFF WRITER 

Rebuked yet again, 
Westland's trash-hauling com
pany has been warned it could 
lose its city contract for long 
delays in picking up garbage. 

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli con
firmed that her office has 
received numerous complaints 
about Painter & Ruthenberg, 
also known as Midwest 
Sanitation. 

Cicirelli and Westland City 
Council President William 
Wild have warned P&R 
President Paul Ruthenberg 
that he could face losing the 
contract, just one year into a 
five-year agreement. 

Cicirelli also confirmed that 

P&R already has been slapped 
with fines for failing to keep 
promises to improve garbage-
hauling services. 

Her comments came 
Monday during a Westland 
City Council meeting, after 
Councilwoman Cheryl 
Graunstadt said she has 
received new complaints 
about late trash pick-up and 
workers spilling garbage onto 
streets. 

In warning Ruthenberg, 
Cicirelli said city officials 
"made it very clear to him" 
that he should improve servic
es or expect to have his con
tact canceled. 

Ruthenberg has indicated 
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Toys for Tots donations remain strong in area CRIME WATCH 

BY WAYNE PEAL 
STAFF WRITER 

Silly String flew at 
Northland Center in celebra
tion of some happy holiday 
neiws. 

The news: Despite the 
state's economy, metro 
Detroiters are still making 
sure youngsters have a happy 
holiday season. 

At the Nov. 29 celebration at 
Northland, it was noted that 
shoppers at several area malls 
— and listeners of WMJC-FM 
— raised a record number of 
dollars and contributions to 
Toys for Tots. 

"I'd have to say this was the 
best total ever," said WMJC 
spokeswoman Lindsay 
Warren, of the 25,591 toys and 
$13,954 raised at a recent 
drive held at Northland, 
Twelve Oaks, Laurel Park 
Place and the Macomb and 
Oakland malls. 

That drive was held in con
junction with the WMJC 
morning show, starring Jim 
Harper. Harper, a 25-year Toys 
for Tots supporter, told listen
ers that he was overwhelmed 
by their generosity. 

"Only in metro Detroit, dur
ing a period when we're one of 
the few states still In economic 
trouble, will you find people 
willing to sacrifice their own 
needs and even give less to 
their own kids, to make sure 
needy children have a decent 
holiday" he said. 
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Northland Center shoppers offered a Silly String salute in honor of this year's Toys for Tots drive. 

Toys for Tots, a charity of the 
U.S. Marine Corps Reserves, is 
far from finished. 

Toy donations are being 
accepted at area Art Van, 
Chicken Shack and Farmer 
Jack locations until Dec. 14. 
Toys drives will be held at 
other, sites throughout 
Oakland and Wayne counties. 

As for the Silly String, it not 

only celebrated the WMJC 
drive's success, but also will go 
to help military personnel sta
tioned in Iraq. 

WMJC Marketing Director 
Mary Helen Ciaravino learned 
the string could be used to 
help soldiers uncover impro
vised explosive devices in Iraq 
and the station followed 
through by sending 200 cans 

to Iraq this holiday season. 
Toys for Tots began in the 

Los Angeles area in 1947 and 
has spread to more than 200 
metropolitan areas 'in the 
United States. 

Through various regional 
centers, the metro Detroit 
region covers youngsters 
throughout Wayne, Oakland 
and Macomb counties. 

Scent of a thief 
A 21-year-old Dearborn 

Heights man was arrested by 
Westland police after security 
officers caught him stealing 
scented oil air fresheners from 
a Westland grocery store, 
police said. 

The incident happened 
about 10:30 p.m. last Thursday 
at the Kroger store on the 
northeast corner of Michigan 
Avenue and Merriman Road. 

Store security employees fol
lowed the suspect out after 
believing he had stolen items. 
He tried to flee but was tackled 
and handcuffed until police 
arrived. 

The suspect was found with 
three Glade scented oil air 
fresheners, and he also was 
carrying what police described 
as a crack cocaine pipe. 

Police believe he may have 
tried to steal the air fresheners 
to mask the smell of crack 
cocaine. 

Door kicked in 
A 28-year-old woman told 

police that someone kicked in • 
the door of her Woodcrest Villa 
apartment on Wayne Road 
south of Joy. The incident hap
pened between 9:30 a.m. and 
5:40 p.m. Friday. 

Nothing was taken, leading 
the resident to believe the 
intruder was scared off. 

Wallet, phone stolen 
A 23-year-old woman told 

police an intruder somehow 
got inside her residence in the 
34500 block of Elmwood on 
Sunday and took her wallet 
and her phone while she was 
sleeping. 

She told police she believes 
someone could have had a key 
to her rental unit, where she 
has lived since last month. 
Police advised her to talk to her 
landlord about changing the 
locks. 

Money taken 
A 66-year-old resident of 

Westgate Tower, on Elmwood 
near Wildwood and Ford, told 
police that an intruder entered 
his apartment while he was 
sleeping and took $690. 

The incident happened 
between 9 p.m. Friday and 7:10 
a.m. Saturday. The man told 
police that his door was left 
propped open with one of his 
shoes. 

Break-in 
A store employee reported 

that an intruder broke out a 
front window of Wayne Med 
Mart, on Wayne Road near 
Cherry Hill, and stole a couple 
hundred dollars worth of ciga
rettes. 

The incident happened 
sometime Monday. 

Officers found a cash register 
on the floor, but a store 
employee told police that he 
doesn't leave any cash in the 
drawer. 

By Darrel l Clem 
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Please recycle this newspaper 

vigil to support parents who've lost kids 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

STAFF WRITER 

Members of the 
Compassionate Friends know the 
holidays are tough times for peo
ple who've lost loved ones, espe
cially children. 

In an effort to help with the 
grief, The Compassionate 
Friends, Western Wayne County 
(Livonia) Chapter, sponsor a can
dle-lighting ceremony in. Kellogg 
Park in downtown Plymouth 
Dec. 10 in conjunction with 
Children's Memorial Day. 

"The holidays are especially 
difficult for parents who have lost 
children," said committee mem
ber Gail Lafferty. "This candle-
lighting ceremony honoring 
them helps their memory live 
on." 

The ceremony will include the 
dedication of a tree decorated 
with ornaments with the chil
dren's names, a candle-light vigil, 
a reading of the children's names, 
poetry and songs. 

The local ceremony includes 
the candle-lighting at 7 p.m. in 
conjunction with the worldwide 
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The Compassionate Friends hold their annual candlelight vigil in Plymouth's 
Kellogg Park at 7 p.m. Sunday. 
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Satprday, December 9S 

This event is too good to sleep. 
DON'T MISS IT - ONE DAY ONLY! 

candle-lighting. The idea is that, 
as candles burn down'in one 
time zone, they're lit in another, 
creating a 24-hour memorial. 

Recognized in communities 
around the world, International 
Children's Memorial Day is 
already officially sanctioned by 
the U.S. Congress. 

"Hundreds of families will 
gamer near a tree specially deco
rated with the names of children^ 
who have died too soon," Lafferty 
said. 

For more information or to-"""^ 
register a child, call or e-mail 

candle-lighting committee mem
bers Gail Lafferty, tefcan-
dlelite06@tds.net or (734) 981-
4528 or Virginia Herrick, her-
rick@millercanfield.com or 
(248)449-7598. 

The Compassionate Friends is 
an international, non-profit, non-
denominational, self-help organi
zation offering friendship, under
standing and hope to bereaved 
families with the loss of their 
children. 
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CITY OF GARDEN CITY 
December 12, 2006 - BOARD OF REVIEW 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN TO all property owners of the City of 
Garden City that the Board of Review will rneet in session on 
Tuesday, December 12, 2006 from 9:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m. to correct 
mutual mistakes of fact or clerical errors. PA74 of 1995 authorizes 
the December' Board of Review to hear appeals for poverty 

. exemptions, but not for poverty exemptions denied by the March 
Board of Review. This applies to current year only. 
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SPECTRUM COMMUNITY 
CHILD CARE CENTER 
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Providing Gentle Care and Learning 
Opportunities to Last a Lifetime" 

•INFANTS •TODDLERS 
* • PRE-SCHOOL • PRE-K AND 

• BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL 
• HIGH SCOPE CURRICULUM 

734-367-6755 
28303 Joy Road, Westland 

Between Inkster and Middlebelt 

7 Days a Week 
m* 

ilet Training Program, Free Transportation, Diapers, Wipes, Formula, Meals & 

LANES 
1100 S. Wayne Rd. 

Between Ford & Michigan Ave. 
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NEW YEARS EVE PARTY! 
Reservations required call for details 

ask about our BIRTHDAY PARTY PACKAGES 

BUMPER LEAGUE I OPEN BOWLING SPECIALS I 9 PIN-NO TAP 

Monl1 am-6 pm 
$1.35 game 

Jan 20th! 
$1.25 game 

Doubles & Singles 
Prize $ Mystery 

Game 
Lucky Strike 

Saturdays 11:15pm 


