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STAFF WRITER

Reacting to demands from Westland residents,

Wayne County officials this week were planningto

test a small lake in Central City Park for possible
contaminants,

Parents whose children fished in Friendship Lake
or played near it had implored officials to test the
water after learning last month that the park’s ball
diamonds have elevated levels of lead. ‘

“We'll be testing for lead in the water]” Assistant
Wayne County Executive Alan Helmkamp con-
firmed early this week.

Results likely won't be available for two weeks, he

Developments continued to unfold rapi&ly after
it was learned in early November that city and

county officials and the Michigan Department of. . :

 Environmental Quality knew for years of park con-

tamination.

Officials have called 7t unlikely that anyone using
the park would face a sérious health threat from the
lead. Nonetheless, the county was offering free
blood tests Wednesday afterncon at the city’s Bailey
Recreation Center.

County health workers will conduct a second -

round of free blood tests 9 a.m. to noon Wednesday‘-

Dec, 13, at the Bailey Center, Helmkamp said.
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli ordered the park closed in
early November except for a paved walking path
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On Monday, Cieirelli confirmed that the city last
week had an environmental firm conduct soil tests
- intwo additional park areas ~ the children’s Tot
Town, which has miniature city buildings, and a site
on the park’s south end where lawn bowling is

- played.

“The tests came back just fine” Cicirelli said.
“Those areas have not been affected at all”

Moreover, city workers who performed routine
maintenance on the park’s contaminated ball dia-
monds have been tested for lead, Cicirelli said, “and
those results. are fine as well”

Meanwhile, city, county and DEQ officials were
expected soon-to discuss the results of soil samples
taken in the park in November. Officials hope the

lead

In yet another development, Westland City
Councilwoman Cheryl Graunstadt said Monday
that she has reviewed DEQ documents to gain a
better understanding of the park contamination
issue.

Much of the communication for years has been
between DEQ and county officials without city
leaders receiving copies of documents, she said.

“That was really kind of surprising to me,”
Graunstadt said.

Even so, a letter from the county to the city in
2002 shows that some local officials knew of the
problem for vears before making it public.

said.

1

around the perimeter.

results could hélp them begin to plan cleanup
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Trees around Westland City Hall sparkled as the switch was thrown to turn on the lights at the annual Christmas tree-lighting ceremony.

Westland turns on lights for the holidays

BY DARRELL CLEM®
STAFF WRITER

Katelynn Hagemann and
Cassidy Kovacs, both 8, were
girls of few words Monday
evening as they handed out
programs for the city of
Westland's annual Christmas
tree~lighting ceremony.

Who could blame them? It
was simply t-t-t-too cold to
ta-ta-ta-talk.

As is often true, tempera-
tures plunged just in time for
the tree-lighting ceremony in
front of City Hall. Santa
Claus, who arrived in a horse
and sleigh, seemed to bring
the North Pole chill with
him. Even so, Katelynn mut-
tered a few words, saying she
liked handing out programs
to dichard tree-lighting fans
who braved the weather.
Cassidy had her mind on
what would happen after the
ceremony, when she could go
inside the fire station next
door, meet with Santa and
eat cookies,

The girls, members of a

i

St. Damian Elementary students lead participants in singing Christmas

carols at the ceremony.

Brownie troop from St.
Matthew Lutheran Church
and School, stood with
Cassidy’s mother, Connie
Kovacs, who shivered as she
maintained a tradition of
attending the event.

“It’s freezing. It’s crazy,” she
said.

Her 9-year-old daughter
Chelsea had gone to the car
to warm up. And, Kovacs left
her 2-year-old daughter

Courtney at home with her

sons Chris, 14, and Carter, 6.
“It was just too cold to

bring the baby,” Kovaes said,

whose husband, Christopher,

had an easy out — he had to
work. .

Despite the bitter cold, a -
loyal crowd joined city lead-
ers to hear a Christmas story
by author Naney Spinelle,
sing Christmas carols with
the St. Damian Elementary

School Choir, watch Mayor
Sandra Cicirelli give Santa
the key to the city, and see
thousands of lights illumi-
nate City Hall’s front lawn.
On hand to help celebrate
the holiday were four chil-
dren who won a city essay
contest about what
Christmas means to them.
First-place winner Kaitlyn
Balko; a 7—yea,1:—pld second-

Elementary School wrote
what was perhaps one of the

evening’s most poignant mes-

sages:
Terry Carroll, the mayor’s
executive assistant, read the
essay: “What Christmas
means to me is being with my
family and getting Christmas
presents. It also means being
thankful'to the soldiers who
help to protect our country

. and freedom. They miss

Christmas with their family
to protect us. I wish all
American soldiers a Merry
Christmas.”
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Nilson's leavin

is city's loss,

BY DARRELL CLEM
- STAFF WRITER

Tom Wilson, an hourly city

nulus’ gain

protect homes and businesses,
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli com-

mended the job Wilson has done

since she hand-pickéd him as

mechanic who rose through the  her public service director five
ranks to become director of the  years ago.
84-employee Westland Public “It’s & loss to this community -

Service Department, is leaving
his job.

Wilson, 50, plans to leave his
$80,816-a-year job to start a
similar position Dec. 18 in
Romulus. He hasbeen a
Westland employvee more than
23 vears ~ nearly half his life.

“It’s been a great run,” Wilson

truly a deep, deep loss,” she said
Monday.

Wilson's departure comes ]ust
weeks after James Gilbert, for-
mer Westland housing and com-
munity development director,
left his job for a position in
Farmington Hills. ‘

It wasn't clear early this week

said Monday, after his departure  when either of the positions will

was annourced during a be filled.

Westland City Council meeting. Wilson oversees a department
Wilson has steered a depart- with a nearly $30 million budg-

ment that affects the lives of et. His workers maintain 207

Westland’s 86,000 residents — miiles of roads, 333 miles of

whether it's plowing snow from
city streets, repairing water lines
or maintaining fire hydrants to

water mains, 254 miles of storm
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City warns trash hauler
about service complaints

BY DARRELE CLEM P&R already has beén slapped
STAFF WRITER with fines for failing to keep
promises to improve garbage-
Rebuked yet again, hauling services.
_Westland’s trash-hauling com- Her comments came
pany has been warned it could Monday during a Westland

lose its city contract for long
delays in picking up garbage.
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli con-
firmed that her office has
received numeronus complaints
about Painter & Ruthenberg,

City Council meeting, after
Councilwoman Cheryl
Graunstadt said she has
received new complaints
about late trash pick-up and
workers spilling garbage onto

also known as Midwest streets,

Sanitation. In warning Ruthenberg,
Cicirelli and Westland City ~ Cicirelli said city officials

Council President William “made it very clear t0 him”

Wild have warned P&R that he should improve servie-

President Paul Ruthenberg
that he could face losing the
contract, just one year into a
five-year agreement.

Cicirelli also confirmed that

es or expect to have his con-
tact canceled.
Ruthenberg has indicated
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