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“Jingle Bel! Rock” at 4 home basketball game.

eff, performs with the pompon squad to
“Jingle Beli Rock.”

Jingle bell time, it's a swell time..."

A Christmas performance by the Churchill High School pompon squad last week featured senior Amanda Garza as Santa. The team performed to
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Churchilf junior Brynn Rosbury, dressed-as an  Wearing diferent Christma§ socks and Santa hats,r the Churchi! High pompon squad kicks it l.l.p for
the Christmas performance at halftime of the game.
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An agency that helps mentally ill
patients will have to move from a high-rise
Westland apartment building after illegally
providing site-based care for 12 years.

The Medicaid-funded Neighborhood
Service Organization will have to leave

Hunters West — a nine-story complex at
Yale and Hunter - but it still will provide

navaforia rﬂu:lrn—q whe live there,

‘Without ever seeking approval from the
city, NSO rented a top-floor apartment for
12 years and provided mentally ill resi-
dents with such services as psychiatric

“therapy, help with their medications, and

rides to places like doctors’ offices and gro-

ency must move Hunters West office

cery stores,

In a sweeping vote, the seven—member
Westland City Council decided Monday
night to force NSO to find an off-site office
where it can bring patients for treatment
and honor its contract with Wayne County.

“It's a commercial enterprise,”
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Plea averts jail time in child pornography case

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A 51-year-old Westland man has been
placed on probation for five vears for down-
loading pornographic images of young girls
on his laptop computer.

John Kevin Spry has averted jail time by
pleading guilty to having child sexually abu-
sive material and by accepting a lengthy list
of probationary conditions.

He could have faced penalties ranging up
0 20 years in prison ifhe had rejected a plea
agreement and chose to go to trial in Wayne
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County Circuit Court.

Spry was charged in September after
police raided his home on Glen Street, near
Wayne Road and Avondale. Authorities, act-
ing on a tip that he had child pornography;
rammed his door, went inside and confiscat-
ed numerous pornographic images, includ-
ing some of prepubescent girls, police Sgt.
Debra Mathews has said. Spry, an electrician
who wasn't at home during the raid, will
remain on probation for five years after
pleading guilty in front of Wayne County -
Circuit Judge James Chylinski.

The judge ordered Spry not to break any

more laws and to complete psychiatric treat-
ment, according to authorities,

Sory also cannot own a computer or leave
the state without court permission. He will
be subject to drug testing and will have to
report monthly for probation appointments.

Spry also must notify the court of any
address changes, and he was ordered to pay
court costs, although the amount wasn't
immediately known,

. He could be placed in prison unless he
cornplies with all of' Chylinski's orders.
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Line is forming to fill
city’s political vacancies

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

As two of Westland’s veter-
an elected officials prepare to
leave their positions for new
jobs, political hopefuls are
lining up in hopes of filling
the vacancies.

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli will
become a Westland district
judge on Jan. 1, and
Councilman Richard LeBlanc
will start his new job as a
state representative.

Barring a sudden power
grab for the mayor’s job,
council President William
Wild has been widely consid-
ered the likely appointee to
replace Cicirelli until voters
can fill the post next
November, although it isn’t a
certainty.

If Wild or another council
member becomes interim
mayor, that means two coun-
¢il seats will be vacant in
January, The part-time posi-
tion pays $12,513 4 year.

Officially, the counci] will
be charged with filling any
vacancies during its first
meeting of the vear, at 7 p.m.

Wednesday, Jan. 3.

The shifting political winds
have whipped up a flurry of
council hopefuls who,
according to Wild and
Couancilwoman Cheryl

. Graunstadt, have indicated

an interest in being appeint-
ed until next November.

They are:

Gary Bulson, a local busi-
nessman long active in
Westland Jaycees.

Sam Durante, who lost his

‘Republican bid against

LeBlanc, a Democrat, in the
November state House race.

Debra Fowlkes, former
Wayne-Westland school
board president. .

Adam Hammons, an alter-
nate member of the Westland
Zoning Board of Appeals,

Bill Johnson, United Auto
Workers Local 900 plant
chairman for the Wayne
Assembly Plant.

Todd Kangas, long active
in the Westland Youth
Athletic Association,

Joseph Lezotte, s member
of the Westland Zoning
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Council recognizes
Cicirelli, LeBlanc
for years of service

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

They've never been what
even the most casual political
observer would consider politi-
eal allies,

Even so, Mayor Sandra
Cicirelli and Westland City
Councilman Richard LeBlane

. shared the spotlight — and a

standing ovation — this week.
Barring an emergency ses-

sion, Cicirelli and LeBlane on

Monday attended their last

Westland City Council meeting .-
_before moving on to new jobs.

. Cicirelli, 54, will becorne a
Westland district judge Jan. 1.
She will replace retiring Judge
Gail McEnight.

LeBlanc, 48, will start his
new job as the Democratic 18th
District state representative.
He will succeed state Rep.
Glenn Anderson, a newly elect-
ed state senator.

Cicirelli is wrapping up 17
years in office, including 12
years as a council member and
five as mayor. She was one year
into her second four-year term.

LeBlanc is ending nine years
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Ciclrelli LeBlanc
as a council member.

" The andience attending-
Monday’s council meeting gave
Cicirelli and LeBlanc a stand-
ing ovation after Couneilman
Michael Kehrer called for the
show of respect.

Cicirelli and LeBlanc also
received plagues from the
council for their public service.

. The departing officials had
often been at political odds.
They fought a hotly contested
battle for the mayor's job in
2001, Cicirefli worn.

On Monday, Councilman
Charles Pickering noted that
Cicirelli mmade Westland history
by becoming the first official

" ever eleeted to all three branch-

es of local government — as
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