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A Christmas performance by the Churchill High School pompon squad last week featured senior Amanda Garza as Santa. The team performed to 
"Jingle Bell Rock" at a home basketball game. 

Churchill junior Brynn 
elf, performs with the 
"Jingle Bell Rock." 

. dressed as an 
squad to 

Wearing different Christmas socks and Santa hats, the Churchill High pompon squad kicks it up for 
the Christmas performance at halftime of the game. 

BY BARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

An agency that helps mentally ill 
patients will have to move from a. high-rise 
Westland apartment building after illegally 
providing site-based care for 12 years. 

The Medicaid-funded Neighborhood 
Service Organization will have to leave 

Hunters West - a, nine-story complex at 
Yale and Hunter - but it still will provide 
care for 14 clients who live there. 

Without ever seeking approval from the 
city, NSO rented a top-floor apartment for 
12 years and provided mentally ill resi
dents with such services as psychiatric 
therapy, help with their medications, and 
rides to places like doctors' offices and gro

cery stores. 
In a sweeping vote, the seven-member 

Westland City Council decided Monday 
night to force NSO to find an off-site office 
where it can bring patients for treatment 
and honor its contract with Wayne County. 

"It's a commercial enterprise," 
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A 51-year-old Westland man has been 
placed on probation for five years for down
loading pornographic images of young girls 
on his laptop computer. 

John Kevin Spiy has averted jail time by 
pleading guilty to having child sexually abu
sive material and by accepting a lengthy list 
of probationary conditions. 

He could have faced penalties ranging up 
to 20 years in prison if he had rejected a plea 
agreement and chose to go to trial in Wayne 

County Circuit Court 
Spry was charged in September after 

police raided his home on Glen Street, near 
Wayne Road and Avondala Authorities, act
ing on a tip that he had child pornography, 
rammed his door, went inside and confiscat
ed numerous pornographic images, includ
ing some of prepubescent girls, police Sgt. 
Debra Mathews has said. Spry, an electrician 
who wasn't at home during the raid, will 
remain on probation for five years after 
pleading guilty in front of Wayne County 
Circuit Judge James Chylinski. 

The judge ordered Spry not to break any 

more laws and to complete psychiatric treat
ment, according to authorities. 

Spry also cannot own a computer or leave 
the state without court permission. He will 
be subject to drug testing and will have to 
report monthly for probation appointments. 

Spry also must notify the court of any 
address changes, and he was ordered to pay 
court costs, although the amount wasn't 
immediately known. 

He could be placed in prison unless he 
complies with all of Cliylinski's orders. 
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BY DAR8ELL CIEM 
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As two of Westland's veter
an elected officials prepare to. 
leave their positions for new 
jobs, political hopefuls are 
lining up in hopes of filling 
the vacancies. 

Mayor Sandra Cicirelli will 
become a Westland district 
judge on Jan. 1, and 
Councilman Richard LeBlanc 
will-start his new job as a 
state representative. 

Barring a sudden power 
grab for the mayor's job, 
council President William 
Wild has been widely consid
ered the likely appointee to 
replace Cicirelli until voters 
can fill the post next 
November, although it isn't a 
certainty. 

If Wild or another council 
member becomes interim 
mayor, that means two coun
cil seats will be vacant in 
January. The part-time posi
tion pays $12,515 a year. 

Officially, the council will 
be charged with filling any 
vacancies during its first 
meeting of the year, at 7 p.m. 

Wednesday, Jan. 3. 
The shifting political winds 

have whipped up a flurry of 
council hopefuls who, 
according to Wild and 
Coancilwoman Cheryl 
Graunstadt, have indicated 
an interest in being appoint
ed until next November. 

They are: 
Gary Bulson, a local busi

nessman long active in 
Westland Jaycees. 

Sam Durante, who lost his 
Republican bid against 
LeBlanc, a Democrat, in. the 
November state House race, 

Debra Fowlkes, former 
Wayne-Westland school 
board president. 

Adam Hammons, an alter
nate member of the Westland 
Zoning Board of Appeals. 

Bill Johnson, United Auto 
Workers Local 900 plant 
chairman for the Wayne 
Assembly Plant. 

Todd Kangas. long active 
in the Westland Youth 
Athletic Association. 

Joseph Lezotte, a member 
of the Westland Zoning 

PLEASE SEE V A C A N C I E S , A 2 

They've, never been what 
even the most casual political 
observer would consider politi
cal allies. 

Even so, Mayor Sandra 
Cicirelli and Westland City 
Councilman Richard LeBlanc 
shared the spotlight. — and a 
standing ovation — this week. 

Barring an emergency ses
sion, Cicirelli and LeBlanc on 
Monday attended their last 
Westland City Council meeting 
before moving on to new jobs. 

Cicirelli, 54, will become a 
Westland district judge Jan. 1. 
She will replace retiring Judge 
Gail McKnight. 

LeBlanc, 48, will start his 
new job as the Democratic 18th 
District state representative. 
He will succeed state Rep. 
Glenn Anderson, a newly elect
ed state senator. 

Cicirelli is wrapping up 17 
years in office, including 12 
years as a council member and 
five as mayor. She was one year 
into her second four-year term. 

LeBlanc is ending nine years 

ft J 
Cicirelli 
as a council member. 

The audience attending 
Monday's council meeting gave 
Cicirelli and LeBlanc a stand
ing ovation after Councilman 
Michael Kehrer called for the 
show of respect. 

Cicirelli and LeBlanc also 
received plaques from the 
council for their public service. 

. The departing officials had 
often been at political odds. 
They fought a hotly contested 
battle for the mayor's job in 
2001. Cicirelli won. 

On Monday, Councilman 
Charles Pickering noted that 
Cicirelli made Westland history 
by becoming the first official 
ever elected to all three branch
es of local government — as 
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SERVICE 
FROM PAGE A1 

council member, mayor and 
district judge.' 

Resident Bob Johnson also 
praised Cicirelli for helping to 
improve the city's financial pic
ture despite sagging state rev
enues. 

"We've come a long way since 
she took office/1 Johnson said. 

LeBlanc also drew much 
praise. 

Even Pickering, also not one 
of LeBlanc's political allies, 
commended him for his "dedi
cated" service to Westland. 

Councilwoman Cheryl 
Graunstadt has described 
LeBlanc as a mentor to her as 
she began her political career. 

"I'm so honored to have 
learned from him," she said 
Monday. 

Cicirelli lauded her adminis
trative staff for helping to make 
her mayoral term a success. 

Their work, she said, "makes 
me look good." 

LeBlanc reflected on his time 
as a council member and said, 
"It really has been a pleasure to 
be a councilman here. It's a 
wonderful job." 

LeBlanc vowed that some
day, when he leaves Lansing, 
he will likely try to return to 
local office. 

"I'm not going anywhere," he 
said. 

In other honors Monday, 
departing Westland Historical 
Commission appointee 
Virginia Braun received a 
plaque for her 23 years of serv
ice. 

She led the charge on many 
historical projects, including 
the restoration of the one-room 
1856 Perrinsville Schoolhouse, 
on Warren Road west of 
Merriman. 

Elected officials lauded 
Braun's efforts, while local his
torian Ruth Dale commended 
her for her "impeccable stan
dards" as a Westland historian. 
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CORRECTIONS 
Junior guard Amanda Moody and senior forward Jehna Mrljak, 

both of Livonia Clarenceville, should have been listed as honor
able mention selections in girls basketball in the A Galaxy of Stars 
2006 Fall Sports All-Area Teams edition of the Observer on Dec. 
17-

A story in the Sunday, Dec. 17, issue of the Westland Observer 
should have stated that if appointed mayor, council President 
William Wild would serve until the city's November general elec
tion, At that time, voters would select a person to complete the 
remaining two years of the term. 

1 Announcing the Opening of 
Hope Center for Creative Solutions 
...a mental health center that provides therapeutic services to 
individuals and fiamilies with respect, care and compassion. 

The holiday season can be challenging for many people 
who are dealing with personal, family or financial issues. 

The goal of Hope Center for Creative Solutions is to focus on 
your strengths to facilitate self-empowerment and enhance 

coping skills to promote positive change. 

Why not call today and look forward to a happier New Year! 

Karen Cole, LMSW, Clinical SocialWorker 
HOPE CENTER for CREATIVE SOLUTIONS, LLC 

31455 Northwestern Highway, Suite B, Farmington Hills 

Fees based on ability to pay. OE084S0471 

Liposuction 
Breast Augmentation 

Tummy Tuck 
Nose Reshaping 
Face Lift 
Eyelids 
Resrylane 

Botox 

astic Reconstructive 
jery 

248 449 4848 Andrew Lofman, MD 
23975 Novi Road, Suite A102, Movi, Mi. 48375 dr lofman.com 
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Ho, Ho, Ho 
Santa and Mrs. Claus - Harry and Iva Robertson of Westland - were in 
the partying mood when they walked, hand in hand, into the 
Maplewood Center last week for the seniors' Christmas dinner. The 
couple - he is 83 and she is 86 - have been married four years and 
enjoy being Santa's helpers at events this time of year. 

VACANCIES 
FROM PAGE Al 

Board of Appeals. 
Robin Pich6, an official • 

with an insurance company. 
Dewey Reeves, who has 

strong backing from the 
Southeast Westland 
Homeowners Association. 

William Trftmper, a 
Westland Historical 
Commission member. 

Frederick Weaver, Wayne-
Westland school board presi
dent. 

Just because a council 
hopeful has submitted a 
name doesn't mean that he 
or she will even be consid
ered for the post. 

On Jan. 3, council mem
bers will nominate those can
didates they want to be con
sidered for the job. 

Moreover, veteran 
Councilman Charles 

Pickering said Monday that 
council members may choose 
to nominate people who 
haven t eWeVji submitted their 
names in waiting. JP .- -

Some potential candidates 
hadn't.formally tossed their 
hats irrthe ririg-as of 
Wednesday but w^re consid
ering seeking an appoint
ment. Former Councilman 
Kenneth Mehl, who served 
12 years, is one of them. 

"I'm considering it," he said 
Wednesday, when asked by 
the Observer, 

Mehl indicated he will 
make a decision by week's 
end. 

According to an opinion . 
from City Attorney Angelo 
Plakas, anyone appointed to 
one of the vacancies will 
serve until the next round of 
city elections in November 
2007. 
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Councilman James Godbout 
said. "It doesn't belong in a resi
dential complex." 

He had indicated concerns 
that intruders could break into 
NSO's office to steal prescrip
tion narcotics, although agency 
officials said the drugs are 
locked up. 

Elected leaders also relied on 
a report from Westland fire offi
cials, who strongly urged offi
cials not to grant NSO special 
approval to remain at Hunters 
West. 

Fire Capt. Colleen 
Pennington wrote in a fire mar
shal's report that the situation 
could pose a potential threat. 

"The fire marshal's office in 
no way wants to give the' 
impression that just because 
someone has a mental illness 
they will start a fire or cause a 
problem. We know that most of 
the patients live very normal 
lives and cause no problem," 
Pennington wrote. "But it is 
important that the council be 
aware that there is a certain 
amount of unpredictability in 
the treatment of mental illness." 

Moreover, the report ques
tioned how city leaders could 
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allow NSO care providers to 
work out of Hunters West but 
deny other medical agencies the 
same leniency. 

"The Westland Fire Marshal 
Division finds question in how a 
psychiatric type of office would 
be allowed to be opened in an 
apartment to serve its patients 
and not allow other types of dis
abilities to have their doctor's 
office or service at the site," 
Pennington wrote. 

She cited dialysis treatment 
as an example and asked, "If a 
company requested to place 
multiple dialysis patients in a 
multifamily dwelling complex 
and open an office on site to 
care for these patients, would it 
not be discriminatory to not 
allow this?" 

NSO's unit director, Mary • 
Neff, called the Hunters West 
situation a model program for 
providing psychiatric services to 
older adults. 

When the controversy arose 
in November, several patients 
pleaded with city officials not to 
force the agency to leave their 
building. 

On Monday, Councilwoman 
Cheryl Graunstadt called the 
situation "illegal" and said the 
agency, by contract, still must 
serve Hunters West residents. 
She said patients aren't being 
booted out. 

"This is not about putting 
anyone out of their home " 
Graunstadt said. 

City officials pledged to give 
NSO time to find a new office. 
Councilman Michael Kehrer 
urged agency officials to lease 
one of several nearby vacant 
storefronts. 

"We have offices vacant with
in 200 yards of that building -
right around the corner," he 
said. 
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City of Westland 

Invitat ion to Bid 

Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Westland 
Purchasing Division, 36601 Ford Road, Westland, Michigan, 48185-
2298, on January 4. 200% at 10:3Q a.m. (no exceptions will be 
made for late filings) for the following: 

Official City Newspaper 

Complete specifications and pertinent information may be obtained 
from the Purchasing Office. The City of Westland reserves the 
right to reject any or all bids. 

Publish: December 21,2006 

Dwayne R. Harrigan 
Controller 
City of Westland 

WILLIAM P. FAUST PUBLIC LIBRARY 
OF WESTLAND 

INVITATION TO BID 

Sealed proposals will be received by the William P. Faust Public 
Library of Westland, 6123 Central City Parkway, Westland, 
Michigan 48185, on or before January 2. 2007 at 10;QQ a.m. {no 
exceptions) for the following: 

CAEPET CLEANING SERVICES 

Scope of Work 
The contractor shall furnish all labor, equipment, materials, and 
supervision required to properly maintain the carpet areas in an 
attractive condition throughout the term of the contract at the 
William P. Faust Public Library of Westland located at 6123 
Central City Parkway, Westland, Michigan 48185 

Proposals must be submitted by the time stated above or they will 
be returned. Please direct questions pertaining to specifications to 
Debbie Nogle at 734-326-6123. The William P. Faust Public Library 
of Westland reserves the right to reject any or all bids. 

Publish: December 17 & 21,2006 

Debbie Nogle 
Executive Assistant 

trom Westland Crossing. 

Come visit us in 
o u r new home at... 

5736 Middlebelt • Just N. of Ford Road 
In the Kroger Center • 734-458-1558 

Garden City 
Open Mon.-Sat. 10-9; Sun. 12-5 
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SPECTRUM COMMUNITY 
CHILD CARE CENTER 

I 2.49 1 . 9 9 ib. || *.4B 1.99 ib'! s2.49ib. I 

'Providing Gentle Care and Learning 
Opportunities to Last a Lifetime" 

•INFANTS •TODDLERS 
• PRE-SCHOOL • PRE-K AND 
• BEFORE & AFTER SCHOOL 

• HIGH SCOPE CURRICULUM 

734-367-6755 
28303 Joy Road, Westland 

Between Inkster and Middlebelt 

7 Days a Week 

es* Toilet Training Program Free Transportation, Diapers, Wipes, Fonr liV" 


