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A citizens group appears to have won a skirmish
in. its larger battle to block the 36-home Maida
Woods subdivision on Westland’s

Barring a shift in position, four Westland City
Council members confirmed this week that they
will not vote during a Feb. 20 meeting to approve

a gite plan.

Royal Oak-based developers Kentmoor LLC
had implored council members during a study
session Monday to approve a site plan that they
say meets all legal requirements,

tecting wetlands on the site.
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“ But a council majority hag indicated that sucha
vote could be premature until a state administra~
tive judge rules on a challenge filed by the citizens
group, which is contesting an October wetlands
report as potent:ally flawed. )
City Attorney Angelo Plakas has indicated that
the judge’s decision could be issued as late as
April, although a heating is set for early March.
" Developers have proposed building 36 homes
-on the heavily wooded south side of Palmer Road
between John Hix and Hannan,
During Monday's session, council members
James Godbout, Cheryl Graunstadt and Bill
. Johnson said they don’t feel prepared to decide
" the site plan until they receive more information

storm-water systemn plan.

southwest side.

including pro- September.

about such issues as the disputed Wetlands and a

On Tuesday, Councilman Robert Stottlemyer
responded to questions from the Observer by say-
ing that he also isn't ready to vote on the site plan..

. His decision gives Maida Woods eritics the council
votes they need to stall the project, and it’s possi-
ble the council majority could become larger.

“I'm not ready to vote on that,” Stottlemnyer said.

Earlier Tuesday, Douglas Monroe, one of the
developers, confirmed that Kentmoor LLC wants
the issue placed on the council agenda for
Tuesday, Feb. 20. The item had been-tabled last

da Woods

place the Maida Woods project on the agenda. He

said the city’s past practice has been to vote on 4+

Council President Charles Pickering pledged to

site plan and, if approval is given, then have devel-
opers get all the permits they need from govern-
ment agencies, such as the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality and Wayne County.

“1 think the developer needs to have an answe,"
Pickering said, indicating the city could face legal”

_ troubles by holding Kentmoor LLC to a higherss

standard than other developers.

The citizens group - the Westland
Homeowners Commitiee for Environmental
Conservation - brought its own attorney and engl—
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Westland ATHENA Award winner Lynn Malinoff watches Vandenburg Eiementary first-graders, twins Alopa (left) and Alexa Hitl work on a Valentine craft they
were doing with the help of Wayne Memorial ﬁiqh School senfor Justin Newman.

‘We can't afford not to do that'

ATHENA winner Malinoff has zeal, dedication to help women

BY SUE MASOR
STAFF WRITER

Lynn Malinoff admits that’s she’s had a
few bumps in her life, but every one has

made her 3 better person. Life,
a journey, not an event.

She also admits that she has had many
mentors over the years, women older than
she is who have helped steer her to the
place where she is today, the 2007

Westiand ATHENA Award winner.

“I'm overwhelmed, completely humbled
by the experience,” said Malinoff who
received the award st the Women of
Westland’s annual Chocolate Ball
Saturday evening. “I'm very grateful for
the honor”

Ronaele Bowman, former dlrector of the
Westland Youth Assistance Program,
nominated Malinoff for the honor, saying
that she “can think of no one more deserv-

ing of this honor for her dedication and
zeal in helping women, young and old, to
reach their full potential”

“Her goal in life is to promote, support
and educate strong, independent females
in the Wayne-Westland district and in her
community,” Bowman wrote in her nomi-
nation,

Malinoff has been with the Wayne-

she said, is
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Baracy IS ‘humbled’ by state award
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It's not quite the descrip-
tion of a school superintend-
ent you'd expect to hear, but
it was how Lynn Malinoff
chose to describe Wayne-
Westland Schoo}
Supeiintendent Greg Baracy.

“He’s our big cheerleader,

but he's also not afraid to get : o
“his hands dirty planting a -] Under Wayne-Westland Schoai -
tree or pulling a red wagon,” j Superintendent Gregory . .
said Malinoff. . 5| Baracy's leadership, programs |
Malinoff was talking like the Literacy Corps which
about Baracy’s support of pairs up students from John
district-wide service-learn- Glenn, Wayne Memorial and
ing, support that has earned Tinkham Atternative High
him the M1ch1gan Schools work with students
T like these first-graders at
PlEASF Stf BARACY, AS 70M HAHLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER Vandesiburg Eiementary.

Shooting suspect

awaits extradition
from West Virginia

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A 25-year-old man want-
ed in Westland for attempt-
ed murder was awaiting
cxtradition this week after
being captured in West
Virginia.

Vincent Edward Emery,
accused of fleeing Michigan
in a Greyvhound bus, faces
multiple felony chargesin a
warrant authorized in
Westland District Court.

Emery is wanted in con-

‘nection with a shooting and

armed robbery that hap-
pened just after midnight
Feb. 3 inside a residence on
Belding Court, in the
Norwayne subdivision,
police Sgt. Michael Harhold
said.

Acting on a tip, authori-
ties captured Emery last
Thursday near Huntington,
W.Va., where he had found a
job with a work crew for

Red Roof inn, Harhold said."

Emery has waived his
exiradition, although it was-
n’t clear when he might be
brought to Michigan. He
faces charges of assault with
intent to murder, armed
robbery, being 2 felon with a
firearm, felonious assauls
and felony firearms. He
faces charges as a third-
time felon.

In a related development,

Westland co-defendant
Jason David Shuford, 24,
faces a preliminary hearing

. - today in district court after
-his earlier arraignment on

charges stemming from the
same incident.
“‘Shuford faces charges

S sumlar to those against

Emery except that Shuford

isn’t.charged with assault
’ with intent to murder. A

not-guilty plea has been
entered for him, and he

-remains jailed on a
$100,000 cash bond as he

awaits his hearing, which
will determine whether he

" should stand trial.

Vincent Edward Emery .
has waived his
extradition, although it.
wasi't clear when he ~
might be brought fo
Michigan. He faces
charges of assault with
intent to murder, armed
robbery, being a fefon
with a firearm, felonious
assault and felony
firearms.

If convicted, the two men

could face penalties ranging
up to.life in prison.
According to police
reports, Emery and Shuford
were in the Belding Court
residence when a woman
who knew Emery from high
school was visiting with her
fiancé. _
Emery is accused of rob-
bing the 29-year-old fiancé
of money, his cell phone and
keys. The victim told police
that Emery beat him in the
face with a handgun and -

‘ultimately fired a shot that

struck him in the left fore-
arm.
zAccording to.police,

Emery then handed the gun '

to Shuford, and Shuford is
accused of 1 threatening theé -

23-year-old woman at gun* .

point.
The two victims were

finally: allowed to leave,

Harhold said, and police

found a trail of blood inside -
‘the residence and leading

from the front door. The
woman was driving her
fiancé to Garden City
Hospital when she was . =
stopped by authorities in
that city. The man was -

‘taken to the hospital.
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