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BY DARREI l CLEM 

STAFF-WRITER •' ' ' ; 

A citizens group appears to have won a skirmish 
in its larger battle to block the 36-home Maida 
Woods subdivision on Westland's southwest side. 

Barring a shift in position, four Westland City 
Council members confirmed this week that they 
will not vote during a Feb. 20 meeting to approve 
a site plan. 

Royal Oak-based developers Kentmoor LLC 
had implored council members during a study 
session Monday to approve a site plan that they 
say meets all legal requirements, including pro
tecting wetlands on the site. 

But a council majority has indicated that such a 
vote could be premature until a state administra
tive judge rules on a challenge filed by the citizens 
group, which is contesting an October wetlands 
report as potentially flawed. 

City Attorney Angelo Plakas has indicated that 
the judge's decision could be issued as late as 
Aprils although a hearing is set for early March. 

Developers have proposed building 36 homes 
on the heavily wooded south side of Palmer Road 
between John Hix and Hannan. 

During Monday's session, council members 
James Godbout, Cheryl Graunstadt and Bill 
Johnson said they don't feel prepared to decide 
the site plan until they receive more information 

about such issues as the disputed wetlands and a 
storm-water system plan. 

On Tuesday, Councilman Robert Stottlemyer 
responded to questions from the Observer by say
ing that he also isn't ready to vote on the site plan. 
His decision gives Maida Woods critics the council 
votes they need to stall the project, and it's possi
ble the council majority could become larger. 

"I'm not ready to vote on that," Stottlemyer said. 
Earlier Tuesday, Douglas Monroe, one of the 

developers, confirmed fhat Kentmoor LLC wants 
the issue placed on the council agenda for 
Tuesday, Feb. 20. The item had been*tabled last 
September. 

Council President Charles Pickering pledged to 

place the Maida Woods project on the agenda. He 
said the city's past practice has been to vote on a,;' 
site plan and, if approval is given, then have devel
opers get all the permits they need from govern
ment agencies, such as the Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality and Wayne County. 

"I think the developer needs to have an answer," 
Pickering said, indicating the city could face legal;; 
troubles by holding Kentmoor LLC to a higher^. • 
standard than other developers, '>-; 

The citizens group - the Westland -^ -
Homeowners Committee for Environmental '-
Conservation - brought its own attorney and engi-
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Westland ATHENA Award winner Lynn Malinoff watches Vandenburg Eiementary first-graders, twins Alona Cleft) and Alexa Hill work on a Valentine craft they 
were doing with the help of Wayne Memorial High School senior Justin Newman. 

BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

Lynn Malinoff admits that's she's had a 
few bumps in her life, but every one has 
made her a better person. Life, she said, is 
a journey, not an event. 

She also admits that she has had many 
mentors over the years, women older than 
she is who have helped steer her to the 
place where she is today, the 2007 

Westland ATHENA Award winner. 
"I'm overwhelmed, completely humbled 

by the experience," said Malinoff who 
received the award at the Women of 
Westland's annual Chocolate Ball 
Saturday evening. "I'm very grateful for 
the honor." 

Ronaele Bowman, former director of the 
Westland Youth Assistance Program, 
nominated Malinoff for the honor, saying 
that she "can think of no one more deserv

ing of this honor for her dedication and 
zeal in helping women, young and old, to 
reach their full potential." 

"Her goal in life is to promote, support 
and .educate strong, independent females 
in the Wayne-Westland district and in her 
community" Bowman wrote in her nomi
nation. 

Malinoff has been with the Wayne-
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It's not quite the descrip
tion of a school superintend
ent you'd expect to hear, but 
it was how Lynn Malinoff 
chose to describe Wayne-
Westland School 
Superintendent Greg Baracy. 

"He's our big cheerleader, 

buthe's also not afraid to get 
his hands dirty planting a 
tree or pulling a red wagon," 
said Malinoff. 
, Malinoff was talking 
about Barney's support of 
district-wide service-learn
ing, support that has earned 
him the Michigan 
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Under Wayne-Westland School 
Superintendent Gregory 
Baracy's leadership, programs 
like the Literacy Corps which 
pairs up students from John 
Glenn, Wayne Memorial and 
Tinkham Alternative High 
Schools work with students 
like these first-graders at 
Vandenburg Elementary. 

Shooting suspect 
awaits extradition 
from West Virginia 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A 25-year-old man want
ed in Westland for attempt
ed murder was awaiting 
extradition this week after 
being captured in West 
Virginia. 

Vincent Edward Emery, 
accused of fleeing Michigan 
in a Greyhound bus, faces 
multiple felony charges in a 
warrant authorized in 
Westland District Court. 

Emery is wanted in con
nection with a shooting and 
armed robbery that hap
pened just after midnight 
Feb. 3 inside a residence on 
Belding Court, in the 
Norwayne subdivision, 
police Sgt. Michael Harhold 
said. 

Acting on a tip, authori
ties captured Emery last 
Thursday near Huntington, 
W.Va., where he had found a 
job with a work crew for 
Red Roof Inn, Harhold said. 

Emery has waived his 
extradition, although it was
n't clear when he might be 
brought to Michigan, He 
faces charges of assault with 
intent to murder, armed 
robbery, being a felon with a 
firearm, felonious assault 
and felony firearms. He 
faces charges as a third-
time felon. 

In a related development, ' 
Westland co-defendant 
Jason David Shuford, 24, 
faces a preliminary hearing 
today in district court after 
his earlier arraignment on 
charges stemming from the 
same incident. 

[ Shuford faces charges 
similar to those against 
Emery except that Shuford 
isn't charged with assault 
with intent to murder. A 
not-guilty plea has been 
entered for him, and he 
remains jailed on a 
$100,000 cash bond as he 
awaits his hearing, which 
will determine whether he 
should stand trial. 

Vincent Edward 
has waived his 

intent to murder, armed 
robbery, being a felon 
with a firearm, felonious 
assault and felony 
firearms. 

If convicted, the two men 
could face penalties ranging 
up to life in prison. 

According to police 
reports, Emery and Shuford 
were in the Belding Court 
residence when a woman 
who knew Emery from high 
school was visiting with her 
fiance. 

Emery is accused of rob
bing the 29-year-old fiance 
of money, his cell phone and 
keys. The victim told police 
that Emery beat him in the 
face with a handgun and 

"ultimately fired a shot that 
struck him in the left fore
arm. 

'According to police, 
Emery then handed the gun 
to Shuford, and Shuford is 
accused of threatening the -
23-year-old woman at gun
point. 

The two victims were '• 
finally .allowed to leave, 
Harhold said, and police 
found a trail of blood inside 
the residence and leading 
from the front door. The 
woman was driving her 
fiance to Garden City 
Hospital when she was "• 
stopped by authorities in 
that city. The man was 
taken to the hospital. 
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LPS offers early 
retirement plan 

BY REBECCA JONES 

STAFF WRITER 

Hoping to improve next 
year's budget outlook, 
Livonia Public Schools is 
offering $40,000 buyout 
incentives to teachers, prin
cipals and central office 
administrators near retire
ment. 

The early retirement 
package may save the dis
trict $2.7 million next year, 
by replacing long-term 
employees with those at the 
lower end of the pay scale 
and eliminating jobs 
through attrition, said Supt. 
Randy Liepa. 

At least 70 teachers must 
accept the offer, or LPS can 
rescind. Those eligible have 
until early April to decide. 

The buyout plan was 
designed to triple the num
ber of retirements and p r o 
vide a short-term fix to the 
budget, Liepa said. 

"This would be a valuable 
component to our budget 
planning for next year," he said. 

LPS typically has 20 to 30 
retirements each year, Liepa 
said. 

School board members 
voted 5-1, with trustee Steve 
King voting no, on each of 
the three buyout packages. 
Teachers, educational 
administrators and cabinet 
members were given the 
same offer. 

King criticized the timing, 
saying that the item 
appeared near the end of a 
long agenda and that it was 
something board members 
should have discussed first 
at a committee of the whole 
meeting. 

Liepa said the buyout 
package was in response to 
a potential $224 per student 
state budget cut for the cur
rent school year, which was 
first reported in January 
and is still being decided in 
the Legislature. 

Although Gov. Jennifer 
Granholm's budget proposal 
included more funding for 
schools next year, Liepa and 
other school district officials 
are wary. 

"We're looking at a pretty 
bleak picture in the state, 
with regards to how they're 
going to be able to help us 
out," Liepa said. 

In addition, the district's 
enrollment is falling, with a 
further decline expected for 
next year, which affects rev
enue and staffing needs, 
Liepa said. 

The $40,000 would be 
paid.out over four years. 
Retirees would also collect 
severance pay. 

The district arrived at the 
$40,000 figure by looking 
at what other districts offer. 

"It's also a question of 
what is the right amount 
that will generate interest. ... 
What would entice people to 
accept the plan?" Liepa said. 

Liepa said the district is 
"not enamored with retire
ment incentive programs." 
They disrupt the normal 
retirement cycle and pro
vide only a short-term fix, 
he said. 

"This is a way to help us 
in a short term... to address 
these problem as we wait for 
the state budget situation to 
turn around," he said. 
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Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage 
(formerly Shurgard) located at 24920 Trowbridge St., Dearborn, Mi 
48124 (313) 277-7940 on 2/26/07 at 12:00 pm. Sales are for cash 
only. Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in which 
rent and fees are past due. 

Personal property described below in the matter of: 
1098 - Shelly Maddox - Upholstered Chair, Couch, Dresser 
1404 - Debbie Flowers - Couch, Dresser, Microwave 
2232 ~ Michael Armstead - Kitchen Chairs, Couch, Entertainment 
Center 
2280 - Peggy Harper - 10 Bags, 30 Boxes, Tool Box 
3010 - Sheila Linton - Mattress, 30 Boxes, Portable Television 
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dose can 
BY REBECCA JONES 

STAFF WRITER 

Danielle earned A's and B's 
at Franklin High School, held a 
job and participated in youth 
group. When she reached her 
senior year, she says she got 
bored. 

"I wanted a change. I wanted 
to have some excitement in my 
life" the 20-year-old said. She 
tried alcohol and drugs and 
was hooked on heroin within 
months. 

"I was doing it at school. I 
was doing it in the bathroom. I 
was doing it in my car.... I did
n't care anymore," she said. 

Danielle, who didn't give her 
last name, shared her story of 
addiction and ongoing recov
ery Thursday at a town hall 
meeting organized by the Save 
Our Youth Task Force. 

Doug Noble, also in recovery, 
started smoking cigarettes the 
summer after fifth grade. By 
sixth grade, he was smoking 
marijuana and encouraging 
friends to try it. He never turned 
to heroin or "hard drugs." Doug 
stuck with alcohol and pot. 

His parents caught him. He 
even got kicked out of the 
house at age 16. One morning, 
back home again, his mom 
intervened for good. 

"It turned into the worst 
argument we ever had" Doug 
said. "I think the last two 
words I said to my parents that 
day were F.U." They placed him 
in a long-term treatment cen
ter, and he stopped fighting. 

Tjust got sick and tired of 
being sick and tired" he said. 
Now a University of Michigan 
senior, he's been sober since 
Sept. 17, 2001. 

The town hall meeting was the 
first event for the four-month-
old task force. It drew nearly 
300 people to city hall, many of 
them high school students. 

Andy Spolsky, a Thurston 
High School junior, attended 
the meeting with his mom. 

"(I was surprised) how 
young they were using the 
drugs. In eighth-grade I wasn't 
doing anything like that," the 
16-year-old said. 

'it really shows you how it can 
happen to anybody/' added 
Churchill sophomore Jacob 
Robison, whose mom, a social 
worker in South Redford Schools, 
encouraged him to attend. 
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WESTLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT 
The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned and will be 
sold at public auction February 20, 2007 at 11:15 AM. The auction 
will be held at Westland Car Care Towing, 6375 Hix Rd., Westland, 
MI 48185. The vehicles will be sold as is, starting bid is for towing 
and storage. 

YEAR 
1995 
1995 
1997 
1970 
1991 
1990 

MAKE 
FORD 

EAGLE 
FORD 

CHEVY 
DODGE 

MODEL 
PROBE 
VISION 
TAURUS 
PICK UP 
SPIRIT 

s 

• PHOTOS BY TOM H0FFMEYER 1 STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

About 300 people packed Livonia City Hall for a town hall meeting on drug use organized by the Save Our Youth Task Force. 

crowd. "Young people cannot 
(beat addiction) themselves. 
They need help." 

"We all need to have help 
and not feel ashamed to ask for 
it," added Doug's mom, Ellie 
Noble. "All of us have to decide 
we're not going to care about 
the reaction, we're going to do 
what is right." 

The panel also included Ron 
Harrison, a treatment provider 
for 25 years; Dr. Michael 
Calice, director of the emer
gency center at St. Mary Mercy 
Hospital; and moderator Dr. 
Mark Menestrina, a Livonia 
resident and medical director 
at Brighton Hospital. 

Calice said St. Mary's emer
gency room treats 2,000 
patients each year whose pri
mary diagnosis is related to 
substance abuse. That's about 
one every four hours, he said. 

The task force's efforts will 
continue with a quarterly speak
er series starting in March and a 
run on June 9. The group's Web 
site is www.saveouryouthtask-
force.com. 

After the meeting, Franklin 
freshman Victoria Hollins 
signed up for the friends com
mittee, which will organize 
events for young people. 

Brian Montes' story stuck 
with her. "I thought you would 
have to use it for a long time to 
pass away from it," she said. 

Brigrithouse Networks filmed the 
panel. The show will air on cable 
Channel 12 at 6:30 p.m. Feb. 13; 8:30 
p.m. Feb. 16, with repeats ali weekend; 
4:30 p.m. Feb. 21; and 5 p.m. Feb,' 27. It 
will also be available through cable's 
On Demand option. 
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Mark Menestrina, a doctor who specializes in treating addiction and is a recovering 
addict himself, addresses the crowd at a town hall meeting on drug use. 

HE'NEVER HAD A CHANCE' 

Diane Montes of Livonia 
talked about finding her 22-
year-old son Brian's stiff, cold 
body in his bedroom in June. 

"As soon as I touched him, I 
knew he was.dead," she said. 
Brian had been using heroin 
for five to six weeks. 

'Young people need to know 
they cannot experiment with this 
drug. One dose can hook you" 
Montes said. An autopsy revealed 
the last dose Brian used was pure 
Fentanyl, a pa in killer often mixed 
with Heroin or cocaine to extend 
the drug, and potentially fatal. 
"Our son never had a chance." 

Montes wondered: What 
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would make him think of 
doing heroin? Who does hero
in? Her concern led to forming 
the task force, to look for solu
tions and make people aware. 

Although alcohol and mari
juana are still the primary drugs 
high schoolers use, "to a grow
ing number of kids... cocaine 
and heroin aren't necessarily 
the scary drugs they were years 
ago" said Dennis Hinze, stu
dent assistance coordinator at 
Stevenson High School. 

Danielle started out by 
snorting heroin. Then she 
began shooting up. 

But shu kept her job and 9 
p.m. curfew because she didn't 
want to get caught. 

"I made every effort to keep it 
off (my parents') radar," she said. 

Friends knew, though, just 
like in Brian Montes' case. 

TELL SOMEONE 
"Don't be afraid to tell some

one," Diane Montes told the 

Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage 
(formerly Shurgard) located at 9300 Pelhem Road, Taylor, 48180 
¢313) 292-9730 on 2/26/07 at 12:30 pm. Sales are for cash only. 
Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in which rent 
and fees are past due. 

Personal property described below in the matter of 
2021 - Cindy Slavik - Bicycle, Power Tools, 6 Totes 
2045 - Donna Bauer - Box Spring, Mattress, Bicycle 
2055 - James Babnaw - Upholstered Chair, Couch, Dining Table 
2079 - Angela Bicknel! - Dryer, Refrigerator, Washer 
3007 - Edward Kowalick - construction equipment 
1033 - David Simmons - 20 Boxes, 15 Totes, Toys 
5026 - Yvette Passament - Boxes, Love Seat, Portable Television 
5043 - Yonne Blanding - bikes, filing cabinet, sofa 
5055 - Robert Howell - Boxes, Totes, Toys 
6034 -~ Kevin Davanzo -misc. items 
6066 - Mark Hilliker - Dryer, Stove, Washer 
9029 - Eddie Roberts-Ellis - household items , 
9053 - Amanda Richardson - 10 Boxes, Beach Chair, Toys 
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Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given tha t pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage located 
at 20080 Allen Rd. Trenton, Mi 48034 (248)263-3880 2/26/2007 at 
1:30 pm. Sales are for cash only Removal within 24 hours. For 
sale and storage units in which rent and fees are past due. 

Personal property described below in the matter of 

1025 - Nicole Hellems - Mattress Set, Stereo, Television 
1116 - Sarah Johnson - Mattress, Sofa, Dresser 
1118 - T i n a L. Stafford - Mattress,.30 Boxes, Vacuum 
1121 - William Hubbard - Coffee Table, 15 Boxes, Microwave 
117 - Kelly Dionne - Patio Furniture, Love Seat, Totes 
137 - Donna Alexander - Dryer, Vacuum, 8 Totes 
149 - Jillian Gruber - 5 Bikes, 40 Boxes, 20 Totes ' 
332 - Chaunte ' Roberts - Kitchen Chairs, Television, 10 Boxes 
518 - Annmarie Swift - Couch,, Dresser, Console Televisions 
816 - John T. Burke - 25 Boxes, Speakers, Dining Table 
912 - Angeela Dilaura - Bike, Clothing, Toys 
945 - James E. Hipshire - Suzuki ATV Z250, 2 Washers, 2 Dryers 
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Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given tha t pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage located 
at 3650 Enterprise Dr. Allen Park, Mi 48101 (313) 441-3117 
2/26/2007 at 11:30 am. Sales are. for cash only. Removal within 24 
hours. For sale and storage units in which rentf and fees are past 
due. 

Personal property described below in the matter of 

B056 - Wendy Betz - 15 Bags, Bicycle, Vacuum 
B100 - Nicole Griffin - 6 Boxes, Entertainment Center, Stereo 
B i l l - Chris Hill - Clothing, Lawnmower, Tool Box 
B141 - Francis Ogini - Couch, Futon, Stereo 
B193 - Nakia Barber - Dryer, Washer, Dinette Set 
B233 - Gloria Prim - Bags, Clothing, Mirrors 
B245 - Sonya Dickens - Couch-, Love Seat, 10 Totes 
B277 - Mettalikka Lewis - Mattress, Box Spring, 4 Dressers 
B296 - Kenneth Alessi - Bunk bed, Treadmill, Toys 
B339 - Deloris Smith - Bags, Boxes, 
B361 - Daniel Page - 3 Totes, Vacuum, LP Records 
B381 - Romare Redden - 5 Bags, 18 Boxes, Totes 
C011 - Debryl Ector - 20 Bags, Dryer, Stove 
C015 - Alaina Silagy - 30 Boxes, Filing Cabinet, Dresser ' 
D026 - John Jackson - 30 Boxes, Couch, Love Seat . 
F047 ~ Brian Thiel - Desk, Golf Clubs 
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Ci ty of Westland 

Surplus Vehicle Auction and 
Other Miscellaneous Items 

The City of Westland will be holding a public auction to dispose of 
surplus vehicles on Saturday, February 17, 2006, a t 9:00 a.m. 
Vehicles will be available for-inspection beginning at 8:00 a.m. The' 
auction will be held at the Department.of Public Service yard, 
located a t 37137 Marquette Road, Westland, Michigan 48185. 
These vehicles are offered "AS IS" only The City of Westland 
makes NO WARRANTY OF ANY KIND with respect to these 
vehicles. 

Vehicles To Be Auct ioned Include: 

Cars and Trucks of various makes and models 

Miscellaneous Items (bikes, office equipment, etc.) 

Terms of Sa le : 

The City of Westland will accept cash or certified check only, with 
no exceptions. No personal or company checks will be accepted. 
Purchasers can pay for their purchase in full or they may leave a 15 
percent minimum deposit for each purchase. Purchasers must 
remove their purchases from the Public Service yard by Friday, 
Febryary 23, 2007, at 4:00 p.m. Any item not claimed and paid for 
by this date and time will revert back to the City of Westland. No 
refunds after purchase! 

For a complete list of items available for bidding, please contact the 
Purchasing Department for the City of Westland al (734) 467-3204. 
The City of Westland reserves the right to accept or reject any or all 
bids. 

Dwayne R. Harrigan 
Controller 
City of Westland 
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