What's hot in
spring fashion

Mine^

Derby Girls
rumble

Win a chance to be a Pistons ball kid

Inside today's PINK section
or see PINK online at
hometownllfexom

H0MET0WNLIFE-C1

March 25, 2007
75 cents

WINNERS OF OVER 100 STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS SINCE 2 0 0 1
www.hometownlife. com

!

BY DARRELL C U M AND SUE MASON
STAFF WRITERS'

J
Already grappling with budget
problems, Westland city leaders and
school officials had new worries
Friday after the state Senate whacked
money for schools and local governments.
The Republican-led Senate rejected
Gov. Jennifer Granholm's 2 percent

tax on certain services, slashed school
aid by $34 per pupil and chopped
$40 million in revenue sharing for
local governments.
The state House appears certain to
fight the proposals, which drew a swift
and sharp response from local officials.
"I'm extremely disappointed in the
actions of the Senate," said WayneWestland Community Schools
Superintendent Greg Baracy. "This will

"The parties need to put their disagreements aside and work together for
the betterment of our children and the
state "he said.
Westland Mayor William Wild said
the unfolding developments, especially a
proposed 10 percent cut in state-shared
revenue, could force him to revise his
budget even after it is due to the
Westland City Council by early April,
"We may have to take a number to

only further drive us into deficit spending."
WHERE'S THE MONEY?
The district already had to tap into its
surplus to stave off a $3 million revenue
shortfall that Baracy said would only
worsen under the Senate plan. He
accused state officials of increasing education requirements without providing
money.

move the budget forward with and then
come back," he said.
Wild's administration had begun partly planning the budget on earlier indications that cities would receive a possible
2.5 percent increase in state revenue
sharing.
"It's tough because we started the
budget process thinking we would be in
PLEASE SEE C U T S , A S

is 1st to file
ft

*
BY DARRELL CLEM
• STAFF WRITER

TOM HOFFMEYER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Churchill students reach out to touch the state championship trophy as Keisey McKenzie and her volleyball teammates show off the hardware during an
assembly Thursday honoring the 2007 state volleyball champions. Tor more on the event, see today's Sports section.
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A proposed ordinance to penalize Westland properly owners for
pushing snow onto city streets will
likely be revised following a small
avalanche of criticism.
Westland City Councilman
James Godbout had suggested
penalizing residents and businesses for dumping snow back onto
streets after city workers plow
through neighborhoods.
But a proposal drafted by the
city attorney's office also would
punish property owners for putting snow in the public right of

way - the area between sidewalks
and streets.
"My intent was not to prevent
peoplefromputting snow in the
right of way" Godbout said
Thursday. "The intent was just to
prevent people from dumping the
snow into the street and causing
the potential for hazards."
City ordinance violations can
lead to penalties ranging up to
$500 infinesor 90 days in jail.
The issue will be revisited during a public study session scheduled by council President Charles
Pickering for 6 p.m. Monday,
March 26, on the secondfloorof
Westland City Hall.

Godbout proposed the snow
ordinance after he received complaints from residents who
accused their neighbors of creating
unsafe conditions by pushing
snow onto city streets.
One Westland resident,
Shaunna Jaynes, has said she saw
an accident in her neighborhood
when a driver ran across snow that
had been pushed from private
property into the street
But some residents and city
leaders have called the proposed
ordinance unrealistic, especially as
it applies to putting snow in rights
of way.
Councilman Michael Kehrer

has voiced concerns that residents
with properties sloping toward the
street would have a difficult time
pushing snow back to their yards,
rather than using at least the public right of way.
Many surrounding communities already have snow ordinances.
Any new Westland rule likely
wouldn't have much of an impact
until next winter, but officials want
to resolve the issue before then.
Pickering indicated that City
Attorney Angela Plakas' office may
be asked to revise the ordinance
after Monday's meeting. Pickering
said it's premature to say when the
council might vote on the issue.

Westland Mayor William Wild has become the first mayoral
candidate tofilehis petitions with the city clerk's office and
secure a ballot spot in this year's election.
Wild, a former Westland City Council member,filedhis nominating petitions just 11 weeks after he won
council support to become the mayoral
appointee.
Wild, 38, replaced former Mayor Sandra
Gcirelli, who stepped down after beingelected
districtjudge.
Wild could face a challenge from at least s one mayoral hopeful. Council President
Ply.rlfM; Pic-Wring, a font)*3!* rrv^vnT* Vs3s «aid h'1
is seriously considering running for the office.
If three or more candidates enter the mayoral race, the field
will be narrowed to two in the Aug. 7 primary. If no more than
two hopefuls launch a campaign bid, they will face off Nov. 6.
Wild took over the $95,974-a-year job amid a whirlwind of
changes. He cited some of his actions in a prepared statement
issued late in the week.
- He ordered Central City Park fenced off in early January
until the Michigan Department of Environmental Quality can
further test for contamination. Certain areas have elevated levels of lead.
- He assembled a park task force to keep residents informed,
and he set up at toll-free information line at (888) 7CC-PARK.
- Due to some retirements, Wild made several administrative appointments, including Deputy Mayor Courtney Brown;-,
Community Development/Housing Director Terry Carroll; y
Public Sendee Director Kevin Buford; and
Construction/Maintenance Superintendent John Blevins. Wild
also welcomed new Police Chief James Ridener after former
Chief Daniel Pfannes became an undersheriffto Wayne County
Sheriff Warren Evans.
- Wild, saying he wanted to underscore the importance of
professionalism, made business attire mandatory for his staff
PLEASE SEE WILD, AS

Police; Missed bus to Detroit led to carjacking
BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Defendants charged in two Westland
carjackings blamed their alleged actions
on missing the bus back to Detroit and on
the need to replace a car that had burned,
court testimony indicated Thursday.
x
Those reasons surfaced as Westland
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* • • • : . . .

police Sgts. Thad Nelson and Ed Price
read statements during a preliminary
hearing for three defendants.
Nelson and Price recapped earlier confessions made to them following two carjackings within two weeks at The
Landings, a large apartment complex near
Warren and Central City Parkway.
The hearing ended with Westland

District Judge C. Charles Bokos ordering
trials for defendants Willie Antonio
Williams, 23, his brother, Willie Jerome
Williams, 20, and Donte Lashawn Bailey,
17The Williams brothers live in Detroit;
Bailey is a Westland resident.

TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOT0G8APHES

Blue Ribbon moment
Walker-Winter Elementary Principal Pauline Kouiouberis holds
the Michigan Blue Ribbon Exemplary School Award presented to
the Canton school Friday afternoon while Wayne-Westland
School Superintendent Gregory Baracy holds a framed
resolution, signed by State Superintendent Mike Flanagan and
Kathleen Straus, president of the state Board of Education. For
story and photos see Thursday's issue of the Westland Observer.
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Fund-raiser to help pay for stem cell transplant
for young skater suffering from cancer
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BY TIFFANY L PARKS
STAFF WRITER

BENEFIT FOR NATALIE

As her slender, French-manicured tipped fingers finish lacing up her white ice skates, Natalie
Salazar flashes a wide grin and then heads to the
ice at Canton's Arctic Edge Ice Arena.
The bubbly 13-year-old has done this hundreds of times but as her parents watch her twirl
in the middle of the rink, their smiles are tinged
with sadness.
Natalie, whose chiffon periwinkle skirt sways
with each of her graceful movements, was diagnosed with a form of cancer called neuroblastoma in September 2006.
"We used to watch stories on television about
other families (with sick children) and have
tried to put ourselves in their position but you
can't," said Natalie's mother, Maria Salazar, as
her voice quavered. "I can't imagine that my
daughter might die. She's our spirit. When she is
feeling good, I feel so alive but when she is sick,
I feel so empty in my heart."
A self-described "girlie girl" who loves the
color pink, Natalie speaks with an intelligence
beyond her years about blood cell counts,
chemotherapy and bone density. .
"Neuroblastoma usually only affects babies so
my doctors were really surprised when I was
diagnosed," she said. "I've probably had it since I
was little."
The National Cancer Institute defines neuroblastoma as "a cancer that arises in immature
nerve cells and affects mostly infants and children." The disease has four stages. The second
and fourth stages are divided into two categories.
Natalie, who's in the fourth stage of the condition, is hoping to undergo a second round of"
cancer treatment that could include a stem cell
transplant. Her mother and father, Sumorfin
Salazar, are waiting to see if their insurance will
cover the expenses.
Sumorfin, a longtime Ford Motor Co. engineer, recently took a buyout from the automaker
and Maria is a stay-at-home mom. >
In efforts to help finance what could become a
costly procedure, the Arctic Figure Skating Club
is having a fund-raiser for the honors student on

• When: 7 p.m. Friday, March 30
• Where: Arctic Edge Arena,
46615 Michigan Ave.
• Cost: Minimum $10 donation
• The exhibition will feature the award-winning skaters: Tanith Beibin & Ben Agosto;
Brooke Castile & Ben Okolski; Meryl Davis &
Charlie White and Alissa Czisny
B For more information, call Nancy Fees at
¢248) 891-6256
March 30 at Arctic Edge. The event, which
requires a minimum $10 donation, will feature
exhibitions by several accomplished skaters
including Alissa Czisny, and Olympic silver
medalists Ben Agosto and Tanith Beibin.
"We've been waiting to see what else we could
do to help," said Nancy Fees, vice president of
the skating club. "This has been a total community effort."
Natalie, an ice skater since age 3, is a member
of the skating club and used to practice five to
six times a week. Since her diagnosis, she's only
taken to the ice a handful of times.
"It hurt a lot when they told me I couldn't
skate," Natalie said. "I love it so much."
Her parents proudly reference a poster board
of photographs that show a beaming Natalie in
various skating costumes with waves of auburn
hair falling past her shoulders.
"She's wonderful," Sumorfin said while glancing at his daughter. "She's the best."
Natalie, who attends the church and school of
St. Anselm Parish in Dearborn Heights, received
her confirmation Thursday.
The Salazars, who have a 23-year-old son, said
they are hopeful their youngest child will survive
the cancer that has spread to many of her bones.
"We have faith in God that she is going to survive," Maria said. "She brings to us happiness
everyday."
tlparks@hometownlife.com [ ¢734) 459-2700
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Natalie Salazar laced up her skates and spent some time on the ice,
something she hasn't been able to do much since becoming III.
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Natalie Salazar, 13, laces up her skates. Unfortunately her illness has kept her
away from the ice more than she would like.

Highlighted Activities
Science Fiction and Fantasy
Discussion Group: 7 p.m. March 28.
This month we're reading Callahan's
Crosstime Saloon, the first in the epic
Callahan's series by Spider Robinson.
Well be comparing this early Spider work
with Variable Star, our January feature.
We welcome anyone interested in
Speculative Fiction to attend, but please
read the book first. The blog is fun,.too, C
heck it out at
sfwestlandlibmius.blogspot.com.
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Unlike the United States, with its revolution and Civi! War, Canada's birth was
heralded more by bureaucracy than bullets. Canada came into existence in 1867
by an act of the British Parliament,
known as the British North America Act.
As Canada grew in maturity, various
British and Canadian acts gave her more
independent power. Despite being seen
as a sovereign nation, her founding document was still an act of the British
Parliament, so any constitutional
changes had to be passed by the British
Government
This finally changed on April 17,1982,
when Queen Elizabeth signed into existence The Canada Act, This changed the
constitution into a Canadian act, and
rescinded any power the British
Government and Crown had over
Canadian law and politics.
As with any birth, however, there are
labor pains. The Constitution could not be
repatriated without a structure in effect
to amend it, and without a Charter of
Rights.
Years of federal/provincial wrangling,
and interprovincial battles, finally
thrashed out both, with one notable
exception. The Province of Quebec, concerned with preserving her unique identity, was deeply concerned with the
amendment process and refused to sign
the act. In fact the day of the proclamation, then Premier Rene Levesque
ordered al! flags iri the province to be
flown at half-staff in protest.
With the Constitution under her jurisdiction, Canada was able to change it, for
example, an entirely new territory,
Nunavut, was created in 1999.
Laws have had to be changed to protect individual rights as granted under
the new Charter of Rights. For example, in
1999 the Supreme Court of Canada ruled
that same-sex couples have the same
benefits and obligations as heterosexual
couples under the Charter.
. To celebrate the 25th anniversary of
this groundbreaking document, why not
learn more about the historyof your •
northern neighbor through Internet sites
like the Canadian Broadcasting
Corporation at www.cbc.ca, or The
Canadian Encyclopedia at www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com.
We also have many books on the history of Canada, including A Short History of
Canada by the world-renowned Canadian
historian .Desmond Morton (tt 971 Mor).
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Livonia
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St. Clair Shores
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• Sterling Heights

• Taylor
• Troy
• Warren
• UJestland

• Wyandotte

Internet 101:7 p.m. April 2.
A beginner's guide to the Internet how do I get around a Web site, what IS a
Web site. No registration is required.
Walk-ins are welcome.
National Library Week is April 15-21.
"Come together @ your library."
Information Central is compiled by reference librarian Jane Lowry of the
William P. Faust Public Library, 6123
Central City Parkway, Westiand. For more
information, call (734) 326-6123.
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Residents
Republic Waste Services
would like to remind residents to
6
Vse Your Cart From The Start?9

Sue Mason
Community Editor
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smasonlihometownlife.com

Residents are being reminded that they should
completely fill their brown Curb Cart with
bagged trash before placing additional
containerized trash next to their cart for
collection.
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i WASTE SERVICES,
www.republicwaste.net

Residents that continuously have more trash
than the cart can accommodate may qualify for
an additional cart (Please contact Republic for
details).
Residents with items that are larger than the
cart can accommodate are asked to call
Republic prior to placement of the materials at
the curb. This will allow Republic to dispatch
the appropriate personnel and equipment to
collect the materials.
For additional information please go to:
http://www.republicwaste
or call Republic Waste at
734-727-2175
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BY REBECCA JONES
STAFF WRITER

Communication,finances,student
programs and leadership are the main
issues among the six Livonia school
board candidates who appeared at their
first forum Thursday.
The League of Women Voters of
Northwest Wayne County hosted the
candidates' night, posing questions that
had been e-mailed or collected from the
audience of about 80 or so people at city
hall. They had to do with the Legacy
Initiative, funding and the candidates'
previous involvement in school elections
and parent-teacher associations.
IN THEIR OWN WORDS
Two incumbents face two challengers
for two, four-year seats in the May 8
election.
Incumbent Robert Freeman said he's
a visionary who makes decisions "in the
best interest of our students today,
tomorrow and 10 yearsfromnow."
Eileen McDonnell talked about

restoringfiscalresponsibility and said it
is important to make sure everyone is
brought in on decisions and have their
positions noted.
Incumbent Lynda Scheel highlighted
her longtime involvement through the
PTA and pledged to earn people's trust
"I believe that my leadership skills have
served the district well."
Steve Futrell said the district is facing
leadership, trust andfinancialissues.
"We need to change the school board in
order to bring back trust"
Three candidates, all newcomers, are
running for a one-year term.
Patrice Mang said she wants to lead
the district down afiscallyresponsible
path and that the community must find
common ground.
Gregory Oke said during tough times,
"we need strong leadership if we are
going to keep our schools strong."
Ralph McComber, also seeking the
one-year seat, did not appear at the
forum.
As for the Legacy Initiative, the
incumbents, Scheel and Freeman, sup-

Oke .suggested reaching out to parents
ported their decision. Futrell,
through a telephone survey. Mang said
McDonnell and Mang criticized it. Oke
the board should host coffee or breakfast
and Scheel said the initiative could be
meetings.
improved.
McDonnell said changes whether to
"The Legacy Initiative was a plan that
math curriculum or grade configuration
was destined for failure from the beginning," Futrell said. It was not designed to must be communicated. With the
solve the district'sfinancialproblems, he Legacy Initiative and Everyday Math
decisions, that hasn't happened, she
added.
said.
"I believe the Legacy Initiative was
Futrell said the board should allow
destined for success," Scheel said, but
more time for open dialogue and that
added that closing schools was
citizens shouldn't face a "stonewall envi"extremely, extremely hard to do."
ronment" during public comment at
"The Legacy Initiative was not
board meetings.
designed to fix our school funding. To
Scheel said the board has made "great
improve upon it, yes," she said.
strides" toward improved communicaFreeman said if the district hadn't
tion, citing monthly community converclosed schools, it would have had to cut
sations.
programs. Some things were lost, but
Freeman said the hoard should try to
fifth and sixth-graders have other opporprovide a response to citizens' questions
tunities now, like drama club, he said.
quickly, but he added that not many
McDonnell said, "The cost of the
people came to open houses in advance
Legacy Initiative outweighed any benefit." LPS should reopen more neighbor- of the Legacy Initiative or come to the
community conversations.
hood schools, she said.
Candidates shared some ideas for
All of the candidates listed communiimproving state funding and the district
cation among their top three priorities.

budget.
"We have serious funding issues with
public schools in Michigan," Scheel said.
The per-pupil foundation allowance
does not cover costs, she added.
Freeman blamed Proposal A for the
problems and said proposed changes to
how districts can spend voter-approved
sinking funds, would help.
Oke suggested lobbying legislators.
Mang said the district's budget has not
been tightened up enough to warrant
dipping into the rainy day fund.
Futrell suggested seeking help from
businesses and the community to build
up the LPS Foundation account "We're
going to struggle to get money out of the
state," he said.
McDonnell said the district needs to
make do with what it has. "It's time for
the school district to look at their budgets and not rely so much on the state of
Michigan."
The forum will be shown at 8 p.m. Tuesday, March
27, on Brighthouse Networks cable Channel 12,
with other dates'and times to be scheduled.

Veterans Haven
Veteran's Haven is teaming up
with the Firing Line to help
homeless veterans by sponsoring
a shooting competition to help
homeless veterans May 14-18 at
the Firing Line, 38427 Webb Dr.
off of Hix Road, just north of
Ford.
Participants will compete 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. and 6-8 p.m.
throughout the week. The cost is
a $15 donation for every time a
participant shoots. Participants
can shoot more than once with
the highest score being recorded.
There will be two divisions military or non-military - however, people who don't need to compete can come out and shoot for
fun.
A sponsorship program is available for businesses and individuals with three levels Sharpshooter, Marksman and
Sniper.
All money raised will go to
Veteran's Haven to help fight
homelessness with our veterans.
For more information, call Don at
the Firing Line at (734) 326-7320
or Scott at Veteran's Haven at
(734) 478-0822.
All awards and prizes will be
presented will be presented at an
Armed Forces Day Dinner 7 p.m.
to midnight Saturday, May 19, at
the Wayne Ford Civic League,
1645 N. Wayne Road, Westland.
The cost of the dinner is $30
per person and includes a buffet
dinner, open bar and entertainment by the Christy Howard
Band.
Tickets are available at the
Veterans Haven Outreach Center,
4924 Wayne Road, Wayne, or by
calling Scott Romp at (734) 4780822.

Sentencing delayed
A Westland woman's sentencing has been delayed on
charges she embezzled $1,000
in her job overseeing a citybased family assistance program.
Tonya Cramier-Oncza, 39, is
now scheduled for sentencing
April 19 in front of Wayne
County Circuit Court Judge
Carole Youngblood.
She had been scheduled for
sentending on Wednesday.
Cramier-Oncza has pleaded
no contest to charges she used a
check to embezzle money that
was supposed to go to a client.
She could face penalties
ranging up to 14 years in
prison.
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PARISIAN LAUREL PARK PLACE
SUNDAY MARCH 25 - 6:30-9:30 p.m.
The Zonta Club of Farmington Novi invites you
to attend the 13th Annual Stepping Out In Style event
to benefit First Step. Enjoy after-hours private shopping
{with a 20% off coupon to use on most items),
strolling supper and entertainment.
Tickets available for purchase at the door.
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Goodwill Sale prices effective now through Monday, March 26, 2007. [13690A]
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AROUND WESTLAND
of Ford. Admission is $2.50 for
- Hazardous waste
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Wayne County residents can
drop off hazardous household
waste 8 a,m. to 2 p.m.
Saturday, March 31 at the
Sumpter Township
Department of Public Works,
23501 Sumpter Road behind
the Police Department. Wayne
County is sponsoring the collection.
For more information, call
(734) 326-3936 or visit the
county Web site at
www.waynecounty.com/doe/de
fault.htm.
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The Westland Democratic
Club will hold its monthly
meeting at 7 p.m. Tuesday,
March 27, at the Dorsey Center
on Dorsey at Venoy, between
Palmer and Michigan Avenue.
The board will meet at 6:30.
p.m. For more information, call
Mike Short at (734) 788-1550.

> Coffee hour
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State Rep. Marc Corriveau,
D-Northville, will hold two
events in Wayne Monday,
March 26 - a coffee hour in the
morning and a town hafl on
strengthening education in the
evening.
Residents can to join
Corriveau for a cup of coffee
and conversation 8-9 a.m. at
Cozy Corner, 35111W.
Michigan Ave., and a town hall
meeting on the importance of
strengthening education in
Michigan at 7 p.rri at the
Wayne Public Library, 3737 S.
Wayne Road.

Democratic Dinner

;. "
,^'
• I"
>
>,
;"
11
<*„
'!•

Presidential candidate John
Edwards will be the keynote
speaker at the Michigan
Democratic Party's 2007
Jefferson-Jackson Day Dinner
Saturday, April 21, at Cobo
Center in Detroit. For more
information, call the Michigan
Democratic Party at (517) 3715410 or Wayne County
Commissioner Kay Beard at
\m. (313)224-0902.

> Open skating
Residents can enjoy open
skating noon-l:45 p.m.
Tuesday, Thursday, noon-l:45
-;• p.m. and 6-6:50 p.m. Friday
:
and 1-2:20 p.m. Saturday at
; •' * the Mike Modano Ice Arena,
6210 N. Wildwood, just north

children and senior citizens
and $3.50 for adults during the
week and $1 more on
Saturday. Skate rental is $2.50.

Read-In
The Lutheran Church of Our
Savior will hold its first annual
African American Read-In
6:30-8:30 p.m. Tuesday,
March 27, at the church, 29425
Annapolis, Westland.
The event will celebrate
African American Literacy during National Reading Month.
There will be free books for
those 18 years and younger,
book displays and reading lists
of African American literature,
the reading of the work of
African American writers and
refreshments.
Call (734) 728-3440.

Crafters wanted
Craft space is available for St.
Damian's annual spring craft
show Saturday, March 31, at
30055 Joy, between Merriman
and Middlebelt, Westland.
Table rental is $25. For more
information, call (734) 7214758 or e-mail at
nelius@comast.net. Show
hours will be 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Admission will be $1.

Mom 2 Mom Sale
St. Damian School is holding
its Spring Mom 2 Mom Sale 8
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, April
21,30055 Joy, between
Middlebelt and Merriman, in
Westland. Rental is $20 per
table rental and $5 per rack.
Call Dawn at (734) 983-0221
for more information.

Marathon bingo
Harris-Kehrer VFW Post
3323 will hold a marathon
bingo noon to 5 p.m. Saturday,
April 14, at the post hall, 1055
S. Wayne Road, Westland.
Proceeds will support the post's
veterans projects.

Tax preparation
AARP tax preparation is
available free of charge to seniors with low to moderate
income 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
each Monday and Friday from
through April 13 at the senior
Friendship Center is at 1119 N.
Newburgh south of Ford.
Sessions will continue.
Appointments are necessary.
Call (734) 722-7628.

PHOTOS 8V TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Carroll Griff en (left) and Richard Schuck of the Dyer Senior Center get ready to
Wayne-Westland elementary schools Tuesday, April 3.

backpacks that will be given out at the Kindergarten Roundup in 17

Wayne-Westland rounds up class of '20
Class of 2020, where are you?
It's a call being put out by the WayneWestland Community Schools as it prepares for its annual Kindergarten •
Roundup Tuesday, April 3.
The district's 17 elementaries are
inviting parents and their youngsters
who will be attending kindergarten this
fall to come to school 9-10 a.m. that day
to tour the school, meet the principal
and kindergarten teachers, discuss the
curriculum and review registration
materials.
For youngsters, there will be free Tshirts and backpacks. Parents also can
enter to win a Leapster Learning Game
System from LeapFrog.
It's members of the Dyer Senior
Center who annually volunteer to fill
the backpacks with ABC and number
charts, crayons, a Mother Goose activities book and Audrey Perm's The
Kissing Hand book, to use to prepare
Tor school in the fall. For parents who
can't attend the morning program,
school offices will be open 6-7 p.m.
April 3 for registration only.

Parents also can get information on
the district's all-day kindergarten program which has been expanded to seven
schools - John Hick in Inkster;
Wildwood, P.D. Graham, Lincoln and
Jefferson-Barns in Westland; WalkerWinter in Canton arid RooseveltMcGrath in Wayne.
Families who don't live in those
school attendance areas can apply
through the district's Schools of Choice
program.
Applications are available online at
www.wwcsd.net The deadline for applying is April 20. For more information,
call ¢734) 419-2083.
There's also are before and after
school programs available at 13 of the
district's 17 elementaries as well as an
extended day kindergarten programs at
Kettering and Wildwood with a free
one-way shuttle service.
The programs are provided by
Champions. For more information, call
(734) 722-9157.
Not sure what school to visit? Parents
can find out by calling (734) 419-2000.

Double checking the backpacks, Irene Volakakis
(foreground), Frances Sytkowski and other
senior members at the Dyer Center.

Youngsters who will age 5 by Dec. 1,
2007, are eligible for kindergarten
enrollment this fall. Parents must provide the child's original birth certificate
with raised seal, a current immunization record and three proofs of residency, such as a current mortgage/lease
agreement or tax statement, current
bank statement, current utility bills or
current employment record.

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursuant to state law a sale will be held at: Secured Self Storage,
2460 Gulley Rd., Dearborn Hgts., MI, April 7, 2007 @ 1:00 PM.
#141 Willie Espy III, #220 Emette R. Wynn, #727 Lee Spong. Units
contain: misc. household items.
Publish: March 22 & 25,2007

LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
15125 FARMINGTON ROAD
LIVONIA, MI 48154
The Livonia Public Schools Board of Education, Livonia, Michigan,
hereby invites the submission of sealed bids for:

Purchasing a used or new vehicle?
Need to refinance for an affordable payment?
Finance with Credit Union ONE today and save.

Call (800) 654-6094.
Apply online at www.cuone.ora.
Stop by any of our 21 branches—to find .
the one near you visit our website.

DATA NETWORK ELECTRONICS AND DISTRICT-WIDE
ELECTRONICS SERVICE AND SUPPORT
9\
Sealed bids will be received until 10:00 A.M. on the 4th day of April,
2007 at the Board of Education, Business Office, Livonia, Michigan.
At this time and place all bids will be publicly opened and reajd.
!
Vendors are encouraged to attend.
Specifications and bid forms are available at the Business Office pi
the Livonia Public Schools, 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, ML |
The Board of Education reserves the right to reject any or all bids
in whole or in part in the interests of uniformity, design, equipment,
delivery time or preference, to waive any informalities and to award
to other than low bidder, with rationale to support such a decision.
All questions regarding this bid may be directed to Sandra Pollack,
Supervisor of Finance (734) 744-2528 between 8:00 a.m. and 4:00
p.m.
Publish; March 25 & April 1,2007

SCHEDULE OF MEETINGS OF
THE BOARD OF EDUCATION
LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
SCHOOL DISTRICT
2006-2007
REVISED

Looking for more ways to save?
Ask about our Multiple Loan Discount Prograrn.

EVERYONE

Regular meetings of the Board of Education of the Livonia Public
Schools School District shall be held at 7:00 p.m., in the Board of
Education offices, 15125 Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan, 734744-2500, on the first and third Mondays of each month with the
following exceptions:
a. A regular meeting will not be held on July 3 or 17,2006
b. A regular meeting will not be held on August 7 or 21,2006
c. A regular meeting will not be held on September 4,2006
d. A regular meeting will not be held on January 1,2007
e. A regular meeting will not be held on February 5 or 19,2007
f. A regular meeting will ,npt be held on April 16, 2007
Therefore, regular'Board meetings will be held on the following
dates:
July 10
August 14,28
September 18
October 2,16
WitoliuHimkntnMiM

£}

KSBCHSBKSlSfiK-

NCUA

*hmusl ?>ercsnSatj8 Rate (APR). Stated rate of 5.89% effective mrch 1, 2007. Subject to
qualification. Rate is subject So. change without notice. No application fees appiy. Based on a
HO month iaan, payments wlli be $1S.33psr $1,000 borrowed. &Sj,i8Eb8 current Credit imor>
ONE member or join and psy new membership foe of SI .25, This offer cannot be used in
conjunction wit*; s?iy othsr special <$m;

November 6,20 December 4
IB (Cancelled)
March 5,19

January 15,29

February 12

April 2(Cancelled) May iCancelled) June 4,18
23
21 .

Publish: MaTch 25,2007

Visit us online at hometownlife.com
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LPS to lease unused ground behind school
school prbpertyin Westland.
The company has also proposed leasing a 14-foot by 20foot space from the district for
equipment storage shed under
the DTE high-itension power
lines. It would access the tower
through the Scottsdale
Apartments property.
Although Westland city offi-

Livonia Public Schools will
earn an extra $.500 per month
leasing an otherwise unusable
space. , '
T-Mobile USA, the cell
phone company, wants to lease
space from DTE Energy to add
an antenna on the DTE tower
at the eastern portion of the
Johnson Upper Elementary

cials gave approval, LPS school
board members must also
agree. The board is expected to
vote on the five-year lease at
their March 19 meeting.
At $500 per month, the
lease works out to less than $2
per square foot, but as Rod
Hosman, LPS director of
administrative services, points

.-5WiV>

out: "This is space we would
never use for anything else."
The equipment would be
located about 700 feet from
the playground.
The district already has
three cell towers, one located
on each of the high school
properties.
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-By Rebecca Jones
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State Sen. Glenn Anderson,
D-Westland, became the lone
Democrat to vote against the 2
percent tax, although he sided
with his party in opposing the
deeper cuts affecting schools
and local governments.
Anderson, who also represents Garden City, Livonia and
Redford, voiced concerns that
the 2 percent tax on services
would hurt families already
struggling to make ends meet.
'A lot of folks are just barely
hanging on, and I'm concerned
about not impacting those folks
in a negative way and making
things harder for them," he said
Friday.
But he lashed out at
Republicans for voting "under
the darkness of night" to slash
money for schools and local governments.

CUTS
FK0MPAGEA1

line for this 2.5 increase that the
governor was talking about,"
Wild said.
Democrats have acknowledged that Granholm's proposed
2 percent tax on many services
and entertainment appears
dead as the state battles a $940million deficit that isfonly worsening.
OPPOSITION TO TAX
Republican lawmakers
approved Granholm's proposed
cuts and then swung the budget
ax even harder, slashing money
for schools and local governments.
GOP officials have pledged to
oppose tax increases.

FROM PAGE A1

As they await trial in Wayne
County Circuit Court, each
defendant remains jailed with
a $300,000 cash bond earlier
set by Judge Sandra Cicirelli.
Authorities captured three
suspects during a traffic stop
on 1-96 near Inkster Road,
shortly after a 2006 Mercedes
was taken at gunpoint about
1:45 a.m. March 14.
The other carjacking involving a Grand Prix happened
one week earlier.
All three defendants are
charged in the March 14 carjacking. Two of them - the
older Williams and Bailey are charged in the March 7
incident.
If convicted, the Williams

brothers and Bailey could face
penalties ranging up to life in
prison on charges of carjacking, armed robbery and felony
firearm. Police said both incidents involved a gun.
In court, Price testified that
Willie Antonio Williams
admitted that he and Bailey
did the Grand Prix carjacking
because Williams' old car
been burned.
Nelson testified to earlier
statements that the defendants took the Mercedes
becausethe Williams brothers
had missed a late-night bus
they needed to catch to get
back to Detroit.
No shots were fired and no
one was injured during either
carjacking. Both vehicles have
been recovered.

"The Republican cuts,
revealed on the Senate floor
(Thursday) night, show all that
is wrong with politics these
days. These cuts hurt children
and families," Anderson said.
"They will cripple the ability of
our local governments to provide public safety, and they will
farther damage our business climate. These cuts would strip
millions from school funding
that, if enacted, would force
schools to let teachers go or.
close their doors early."
"This Republican plan robs
our future to pay for our present
and we cannot afford to let that
happen" Anderson vowed.
Senate Republicans said the
governor's executive order cuts
didn't go far enough in addressing budget problems.
"The governor released her

FROM PAGE A1

and ordered his directors to wear
their credentials during working
hours.
"Following the closure of the
park, my next priority was to
meet with my staff to convey the
necessity of putting our residents
first," Wild said, in a prepared
statement "It is imperative that
our city directors be identifiable
and accessible."
- Wild also implemented a citizens complaint program to
address concerns in a timely fashion.

executive order, which began
the process. The governor's
executive order, however, didn't
go all the way to balancing the
budget" said Senate Majority
Leader Mike Bishop, RRochester. "So it is incumbent
upon the legislature to balance
the budget and that's what we
did with the cuts." .
Local officials indicated it's
time for state lawmakers to
work for real solutions.
. "It's time, for lawmakers to
evaluate the.reai expectations
for the state" said Baracy. "It's
time to stand up and be counted
and take steps to make
Michigan the thriving state it
should be. The legislature can't
cut its way out of this structural
deficit. It's very disheartening."

:¾

dclem@hometownlife.com I (734)953-2110
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- More recently, Wild has been
working on a budget proposal
that will be submitted to the
council by early April.
Wild served as a former council president and was a member
of the Westland Planning
Commission 1999 to 2001.
He also owned a Wayne business, Scrap Busters U-Pull-It
Auto & Truck Parts.
He said he won the
Automotive Recyclers of
Michigan presidential award in
1996 and served as the organization's president in 2000-02. He
was a regional director for the
Automotive Recyclers of America
Association.

:

Ground Beef

1 0 Ebs. or m o r e

dclem@hometowntife.com | (734) 953-2110
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29540 Ford Road (in front of KMart) • Garden City J
7 3 4 ^ 4 2 5 - 4 6 2 0

www.libertytax.com £

•
•

Quality Income Tax Preparation Services
j|
Loan on Refund in 1 Day or Less (in most cases) |
Fast, Friendly & Accurate * Year Round Support?
Free Electronic Filing * Money-Back Guarantee I
IRS Audit Representation * Free Consultation \
OE0S606130I
Iftxss

- A new free
lias
recentlv been released that reveals
new medical breakthrough that has proven
86% successful treating debilitating back pain.
Even with multiple herniated discs. Find out
how space travel solved astronauts back pain
treatment today. For your free report entitled,
"How Space Age Technology Is
Back Pain Without Drugs Or Surgery!
1-800-469-3618 and listen to the toll-free 24 hr.
recorded message for all the details. If phone
lines are busy visit: www.midischerniatlon.com

»<i

^i&^isfr**

OEOS515039

DROWN
INTHEUM

2007 ESCAPE XLT
Sign and Drive!

248
per mo.

36 mo lease
FEMALE INCONTINENCE
You can do something about it!

Attend a FREE seminar sponsored by Coloplast Corp.
to learn more about new and minimally invasive solutions.

2 lb bag $!

Ennis Center for Children, Inc. is looking for caring, loving
foster parents willing to open their homes to children and
adolescents with specialized foster care needs.
Reimbursement received for the Care of these children is
non-taxable and some reimbursements for adolescents
are as much as $40 per (lay per youth.
Please call Tamaria Morris at 313-342-2699
for more information,

WE NEED
CLOTHING!

lily Pack

DATE:
~
|
Thursday, March 29
TIME:
Presentation begins ajt 12:00 p.m.

LOCATION:
St. Mary Mercy Hospital
Marian Professional Building,
Classroom 11
36475 Five Mile Road
Livonia, Ml 48154
PRESENTER:

John Fredrick Harb, M.D.
,

A Board Certified Urologist specializing in the treatment of incontinence.
RSVP:
Steve Achtman

•J-fVm

|

(800) 788-0293 Ext: 8574

SX MARY MERCY
HOSPITAL

Winners will be announced 4-30-07. You can
register by shopping or dropping your donations off
at one of the following locations:
DEARBORN HEIGHTS
8525 Telegraph R o a d

LIVONIA
3J3600 P l y m o u t h R o a d

GARDEN CITY
28982 Ford Road

ROMULUS
5875 M i d d l e b e l t R o a d

BONUS

BUYS

6 Steak Value Pack

j

NY. STRIP STEAK
Large Alaskan

KING GRAB LEGS.....
34620 M i c h i g a n A v e n u e
Call (734) 729*3939 lor the nearest store location or to
schedule a pick up of larger items.

50% OFF all sweaters, coats and sweatshirts.
. (Only tlie locations listed in this ad)

www.backincontroi.coloplast.com

Family Pack

Register for a chance to win a
WH video game system or other prizes!

}

Find a solution that is right for you!
Coloplast

We are in argent need of clothing.
Clean out your closets and make a difference!

*, MSNRSR or a® tsiwrv ittMVi
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4 Steak Value Pack Boneless

!

BEEF TENDERLOIN
Check our website for additional specials!
mikes-marketplace.com
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Listings for the Community Calendar
should be submitted, in writing. They
can be mailed to Suq Mason at 36251
Schoolcraft, Livonia 48150, by fax at
(734) 591J7279 or by e-mail at smason@hornetownlife.com. For more
information, call (734) 953-2112.

UPCOMING EVENTS
Democrats meet
."Iraq for Sale... The War Profiteers," a
documentary on the waste and fraud
in military spending on the war in
Iraq, will be sponsored by the
11th Congressional District Democrats
at 7 p.m. Thursday, April 5, at the
Quality Inn, 30375 Plymouth Road,
Livonia. Melanie Goldberg, immigra, tion attorney and number of the
Coordinating Councjil of Detroit Area
, Peace With Justice Network, will discuss the topic and lead a questionand-answer session following the film.
• For more information, call (248) 624- v
4753.
Career Day/Youth Summit
Ford Motor Company and the Detroit
Branch NAACP will host the seventh
. annual Career Day and Youth Summit
J a.m. to 1:30 p,m. Saturday, April 28,
at the Cobo Conference Center in
Detroit. The half-day event includes
interactive workshops and a college
j n d university career fair, all designed
to prepare students for their futures.
Ford will also award $20,000 in scholarships .to the winners of an essay
competition. Admission is free, and
pre-registration is required. For more
information and to register, visit
www.fordnaacpcareerday.com online
or call (313) 203-7038.
Peace benefit set
A strolling supper fund-raiser will be
held by the Citizens for Peace from 6'9 p.m„ Friday, March 30, at Madonna
.University Center, 14221 Levan, in
Livonia, to finance a peace book collection for the Civic Center Library.
The event will involve dramatizations
of historical peacemakers, views of
the Peace Collection Bibliography and
the sharing of an evening with peaceminded people. For more information
or to register for the event, phone
(248) 863-7705 (after 5 p.m.) or {248}
476-0791.
Lunchtime iecture
Learn more about advance directives
: for medical care at a free lunch-time
- lecture noon-1 p.m. Friday, March 30,
! hosted by Eldercare Resources at
Madonna University. Attorney Sharon
S. Miller, an assistant professor of
gerontology at Madonna, will educate

people on designating surrogate medical decision-makers should they
become unable to make their own
choices. Miller will share her knowledge of living wills, power of attorney
and health care proxies. Coffee, tea,
and fruit will be provided, and participants are invited to bring a bag lunch.
The lecture will be in Room 2213 of the
Academic Building of Madonna
University, 36600 Schoolcraft.Road at
Levan Road, Livonia. For more information, call Sharon Miller at (734)
432-5531.
Crafters wanted
. Crafters and vendors are wanted for a
spring craft show and bazaar at the
Inkster Recreational Center, at 2025
Middiebelt. The show will be 1-6 p.m.
Saturday, Aprii 28. Cost is $30 per
booth. Send an e-mail to
Vdotson@twmi.rr.com or call (734)
595-1083 for an application.
Hospice care help sought
Visiting Nurse Association of
Southeast Michigan's (VNA) hospice1
program needs volunteers to comfort
and support patients at the end of
life. Volunteers can provide companionship, write a memoir, provide
respite for family or.work as office
support. A free 18-hour training program is provided; the next training
session is April 14,21 and 28 from 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. at the VNA headquarters, 25900 Greenfield Road, Suite
600. Registration is required. (248)
967-8361 or visit www.vna.org.
Explore Girl Scouting
Girls ages 5-17 can discover how much
Giri Scouts has to offer ail. Scouting
isn't just about camping and cookies
anymore. Girls learn a lot about themselves and the world around them,
form lasting friendships, become
more confident, independent, helpful
and resourceful. Through Girl
Scouting, girls learn the importance
of community service and challenge
themselves and develop value systems they use the rest of their lives.
See what Girl Scouts has to offer. Call
(800) 49-SCOUT (497-2688.)

BINGO
VFW Bingo
Veterans of Foreign Wars 3323
Auxiliary has bingo 6:30 p.m. every
Thursday at 1055 S. Wayne Road,
Westland. There is a snack bar. The
post has bingo at 1 p.m. every Sunday
at me same place. Call (734) 326-3323.
St. Mel Church
Bingo begins at 6:45 p.m. Fridays in St.
Mel Church activities building, on

inkster Road north of Warren. Doors
open at 4 p.m. Food is available.
Shamrock Bingo
Bingo begins at 11 a.m. Wednesdays at
the Knights of Columbus Hall, 35100
Van Bora-east of Wayne Road in
Wayne; Doors open at 9 a.m. Food is
available. Proceeds go to charity. Call
(734)728-3020.
K of C Bingo
Pope John XXII! Assembly of the
Knights of Columbus Council 1536
hosts bingo games at 6:45 p,m.
Thursdays. The games are in the
Livonia Elks Lodge, 31117 Plymouth
Road, one block east of Merriman in
Livonia. Call (734) 425-2246.

Friendship Center
The Senior Resources Department
(Friendship Center), 1119 N. Newburgh,
Westland, offers a variety of programs
for older adults. The Web site
www.ci.westland.mi.us offers more
information. Call (734) 722-7632.
Senior dinners
The Wayne Ford Civic League hosts
Senior Dinner Dances with live
entertainment several times each
month for couples and singles 50
years and older. The cost is $8 donation for members of the league and
$10
donation for non-members. All dances
start at noon and run until 3-3:30 p.m.
Meals include beer, wine, and fountain
pop. For information and schedules,
call (734} 728-5050
Crochet & Knit
A crochet and knit group meets 9:30
a.m. every Friday at the Friendship
Center on Newburgh near Marquette.
. Beverly Kaminski is the instructor.
Participants should bring a type "G"
crochet hook. Those interested can
sign up at the center's front desk or
call (734) 722-7632.
Visually Impaired
The Visually Impaired Persons (VIPs)
support group meets 12:30 p.m. every
Friday at the Friendship Center, 1119 N,
Newburgh, Westland. Participants
share information and meet others.
Those interested in joining can be
scheduled on a bus route for transportation. For information, call (734)
722-7632.
Hearing checks
Every third Tuesday of each month, a
representative from Personalized
Hearing Care of Westland will check
and clean hearing aids free, 2-3 p.m.
by appointment only. Call (734) 7227632 for more information.
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Exercise
Simply Jazzercise is designed for
exercisers older than 50. The program
provides a low to moderate workout.
The exercise improves strength, flexibility, balance, posture, coordination
and cardiovascular endurance. It
incorporates simple dance routines
with walking or jogging patterns and
resistance exercises. Wear loose-fitting clothing and comfortable shoes.
Light weights and an exercise mat are
suggested. Classes are 10:15 a.m,
Monday, 5 p.m. Wednesday, 10:15 a.m.
Friday, at $3 per person per class.
Sign up at the front desk at the
Westland Friendship Center or call
(734)722-7632.
Travel Group
The Friendship Travel Group meets 1
p.m. the second Friday of each month
{unless a large event is scheduled) in
the Westland Friendship Center, 1119 N.
Newburgh. Programs include celebration of birthdays, door prizes, description of new classes or programs,
speakers from tour companies,
overview of day/ overnight trips and
refreshments. Call (734) 722-7632.
Dyer Center
The Wayne-Westland school district's
Dyer Senior Adult Center offers activities Monday-Thursday at the center,
on Marquette between Wayne and
Newburgh roads. Mondays, Senior
Chorus at 1:30 p.m.; Tuesdays, arts,
crafts and needlework at 9:30 a.m.;
Wednesdays, kitchen band, 10 a.m.,
bingo at 1 p.m.; Thursdays, ceramics,
arts, crafts at 9:3p a.m.

FOR YOUR HEALTH
Eating Disorders
Get help, get real information and real
expectations, at an eating disorder
support group which meets 7-8:30
p.m. Wednesday in the auditorium of
Garden City Hospital, 6245 Inkster
Road, Garden City. All meetings are
closed - for people of all ages with
eating disorders and are free of
charge. Family and friends support is
on the second Wednesday of the
month while parents support is on the
• fourth Wednesday of the month.Cali
Darlene at (734) 324-3089.
Advocacy group
The Wayne-Westland Alliance for the
Mentally 111, a self-help and advocacy
group, meets at 7 p.m. the first and :
third Thursday of the month at St.
John's Episcopal Church, 555 S. Wayne
Road, at Bayview, Westland. For more
information, call (734} 362-8825.
TOPS
TOPS (Taking Off Pounds Sensibly) No,
28 meets at 7 p.m, every Tuesday at
Good Shepherd Reformed Church,
6500 N. Wayne Road, Westland, Weighin is 6-6:45 p.m. For more information,
call Jack'e at (734) 722-7225.

Menopause & More
A Menopause & More support group
for women meets 7-9 p.m. the first
Wednesday of the month in Classroom
2 of the west addition of the Marian
Women Center of St. Mary Mercy
Hospital, 36475 Five Mile, Livonia. No
registration is necessary, and the
group is free of charge. For more
information, call (734) 655-1100.
Support group
A support group for people with
chronic illness meets on Fridays every
other week, at the Westside Mental
Health Services, 32932 W. Warren,
Suite 103, Westland. The support
group is a service of Awareness
Counseling Services. There is a $10 for
each meeting which wiil be facilitated
by a professional. For more information, call (734) 513-8295 or (313) 5622800.
AIM
Anxiety or panic attacks? AIM
(Agoraphobics In Motion) meets at
7:30 p.m. Thursdays at Faith Lutheran
Church, 30000 Five Mile, between
Middiebelt and Merriman in Livonia.
AIM is a support-group for those
working on recovery from anxiety disorder or phobias. Call (248) 547-0400.
Childbirth classes
Garden City Hospital, on Inkster Road
at Maplewood, is sponsoring classes
for parents of newborns, weekend
childbirth instruction, a refresher
childbirth education course and a new
support group for expectant teens.
For information on programs, call
(734)458-4330.
Childbirth Association
Classes for childbirth preparation are
offered at several Wayne County locations. Morning and evening classes
are available. Registering new classes
every month. Newborn care classes
and Cesarean birth preparation are
also offered. Call (734) 459-7477.
Fibromyalgia
The Great Lakes Fibromyalgia and CFS
Association Support Group meets 1-3
p.m. the first Thursday of each month
at Merriman Road Baptist Church on
Merriman south of Ford. There are
guest speakers and discussion on a
. variety of topics. There is no membership fee, however a small donation is
greatly appreciated. For additional
information, call Lucy Rowley at (734}
462-1768.

HISTORIC
Pioneer trek
The Nankin Township Pioneer Trek has
been designed to introduce travelers
to the history of the area. Travelers
will visit sites that affected the development of Westland as a community.
Those who complete the trek will
receive an embroidered patch, To
start the trek, first visit the Westland
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10 Reasons to Plant Trees...Now!

3. Trees bring songbirds close by.
Birdsong will fill the air as trees provide
nesting sites, food, and cover for
countless species.
4. Trees around your home can
Increase its value by up to 15% or
more. Studies of comparable houses
with and without trees place a markedly
higher value on those whose yards are
sheltered by trees.
5. Trees help clean our rivers and
streams. Trees hold the soil in place
and reduce polluted runoff into our
waterways.
6. Trees conserve energy in the
winter. Ttees can slow cold winter winds,
and can cut your heating costs 10-20%.
7. Trees fight global warming. As
they grow, trees remove carbon dioxide
from the atmosphere, the major
contributor to global warming. Trees
planted near our homes and in our
communities moderate temperatures
and reduce the need for air conditioning
and heating produced by burning fossil
fuels, a major source of excess COz.
8. Trees make your home, and your
neighborhood, more beautiful. Trees

Toastmasters
The Westland Easy Talkers
Toastmasters Club can help people
overcome their fear of speaking in
front of people by teaching public
speaking in a friendly and supportive
atmosphere. The club meets at 6:30
p.m. Monday Cozy Corner Family
Dining, 35111W. Michigan Ave. at Wayne
Road, Wayne. For more information,
call Vicki Brannon at (734) 467-7224 or
Curt Gottlieb at (734) 525-8445.
Suburban GOP Women's Club
The Suburban Republican Women's
Club will host immigration attorney
Kathleen Poppenger answering questions on America's problems with illegal immigration at a dinner at 6:30
p.m. Thursday, Feb. 22, at the Pick-ABone Restaurant, 30325 Six Mile Road
in Livonia. Cost is $18. For reservations and menu choice, call (248) 3205473. Visitors and guests weicome.
Vietnam Vets
The Plymouth-Canton Vietnam
Veterans of America, Chapter 528,
meet at 7:30 p.m. the second Monday
of every month at the Plymouth VFW
Post 6695, on S.Miil Street, just
north of Ann Arbor Road. If you
" served in the U.S. military between
1964 and 1975, even, if not, "in country" (combat zone) you are still eligible to become a member. Visit the
Website at
www.mihometown.com/oe/Plymouth
CantonVVA for more information.
Friends of library
The Friends of the William P. Faust
Public Library organization meets at 2
p.m. the second Tuesday of each
month at the library, 6123 Central City
Parkway. Call (734) 326-6123. Meetings
last about one hour and are open to
the public.
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You will receive 10 free trees when you join The National Arbor Day Foundation

2. Trees help clear the air. Trees
produce the oxygen we breathe, and
reduce air pollution by lowering air
temperature, through respiration, and
by retaining particulates.
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1 = Trees conserve energy in the
summer, and save you money.
Properly planted trees can cut your airconditioning costs by 15-35%.

Historical Museum and pick up a packet. The museum is at 857 N. Wayne
Road and is open 1-4 p.m. Saturdays,
except before a holiday. The trek is
sponsored by the Westland Historical
Commission and the Friends of the
Westland Museum. For information,
call (734) 326-1110.
Friends of Eloise
The Friends of Eloise group meets 6
. p.m. the third Tuesday of the month in
the dining room of the Kay Beard
Building, on Michigan between
Middiebelt and Merriman. Ail are welcome. For information, call Jo
Johnson, (734) 522-3918.
Friends of Museum
Friends of the Westland Historical
Museum meet at 7 p.m, the second
Tuesday each month except
December at the Collins House, located at the museum complex, 857 N.
Wayne Road. Call Jim Franklin at .(734)
595-8119. Everyone is welcome.

and you're on your way to
getting valuable information
about your communitynews you can use about local
events, city government,
local sports, schools,
business and a whole lot .
more.
Plus, to thank you for your
order, well include a

mark the changing seasons, and add
grace and seasonal color. Trees make a
house feel like a home.
9. When you plant trees, you support
Tree City USA where you live. Tree
City USAs have community forestry
programs to plant and care for trees.
You can do your part.
10. It's easy, and fun! Here's how:
Join the nonprofit Arbor Day
Foundation and we'll send you 10
trees...FREE...with easy-to-follow
planting instructions.
ou will receive 10 free trees —
Sugar.Maple, Red Oak, Red Maple,
White Pine, Pin Oak, Colorado Blue
Spruce, Silver Maple, River Birch,
Redbud and White Flowering Dogwood,
or other trees selected for your area.
You'll also receive the Foundation's
colorful bimonthly, Arbor Day, a
membership card, and The Tree Book
with tree planting and care information.
Your six to twelve inch trees are
guaranteed to grow or they'll be
replaced free of charge. Trees are
shipped at the right time for planting in
your area, February through May in
spring or October through midDecember in the fall.
To receive your free trees, send
a $10 membership contribution to
10 Free Trees, The National Arbor
Day Foundation, 100 Arbor Avenue,
Nebraska City, NE 68410, or join online
at arborday.org.
Join now, and plant your Trees for
America!
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.The National
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With a little bit of vision, New hope flickers in an old
(but still cherished) area
county can reverse decline
a desire to hang on and see if things can turn
around.
Ficano sought inspiration in another
Democrat facing dire economic challenges,
Franklin Delano Roosevelt. Ficano said
Roosevelt probably failed at 70 percent of the
ideas he advanced in his first term. But his programs and his optimism gave people hope and
helped them survive through the Great
Depression.
With that in mind, Ficano has been vigorously promoting several ideas. On top of that list is
a renovated and expanded Cobo Center. As
Ficano sees it, Cobo is central to reviving downtown Detroit, keeping the city as a major venue
for conventions and trade shows, particularly
what Ficano calls the city's trademark, the
North American International Auto Show. He
is also tossing out some interesting tax proposals — making Cobo a tax-free zone (and possibly the airport as well) and a tax holiday during
the shopper-heavy, back-to-school period.
More long range, Ficano envisions Wayne
County's future centering around its two airports along 1-94, Metro and Willow Run. If
anything holds a promise of reversing the population trend for Wayne County, the aerotropolis
is the most visionary and also the most practical.
The two airports could serve as a hub for
high-tech businesses demanding just in time
delivery, for warehousing operations, for
growth in research and development at corporations and at the University of Michigan and
Wayne State University.
It's argued that those businesses will stimulate residential and retail growth. Ficano argues
that mass transit, realistically a combination of
mainline commuter trains and buses, is essential to the overall development.
This model has been successful in several
European and Asian countries.
In April, Ficano will be leading a delegation
to Amsterdam and Frankfurt to see how it
works in the real world.
Cobo Center, the aerotropolis and restoring
and revitalizing the city of Detroit are important not just to reversing Wayne County's population decline. They are central to the future
health and vitality of Michigan.

wo weeks ago, Wayne County Executive
Bob Ficano was telling Observer editors
about the challenges facing a county with 2
million residents.
Well, not exactly. According
to U.S. Census figures released
Thursday, the county's population is down to 1,971,853, a 4percent decline since the 2000
census, representing a loss of
89,309 people.
Though, undoubtedly, many
of those people have made their
Hugh
way to the booming counties of
the south and west; many have
Gallagher
also just moved around to
Oakland, Macomb, Livingston
and Washtenaw counties. Livingston grew by a
healthy 18 percent in the same period,
Washtenaw by 7 percent and even blue-collar
Macomb by 6 percent.
Detroit has seen its population wither away
and the process goes on unabated. Estimates
are that the big city is now under 900,000.
Older housing, high crime, fierce poverty, troubled schools and a lack of retail shopping are
driving Detroit's population into the suburbs.
This has been a trend since the early 1960s and
now the city's majority black population is making the move once made by white Detroit residents.
Some sections of Wayne County particularly
Canton, have been growing despite the state's
economic problems. But communities closer to
the central city such as Redford are continuing
to lose.
It's easy to get panicked by these figures.
Everyone remembers the 1970s and the jokes
about the last person leaving Michigan.
Foreclosures are at record numbers. The auto
companies seem to be laying off thousands of
workers every other week. Other businesses are
more quietly going out of business. Only the
hurricane-devastated counties of south
Louisiana have lost more residents than Wayne
County.
Though the state's population is holding
steady, that's not enough to offset the growth in
Florida, Texas, Arizona, Nevada and California.
Experts predict we will lose a seat in the U.S.
House of Representatives and the political clout
that implies.
But in a glass half full view, the fact that
many residents are moving within the region
rather than away from it says something about

T

spent a good part of a recent Saturday
'2 afternoon m the cold confines of St.
Albertus Church in the old Poletown section of Detroit.
St Albertus is perhaps the most beautiful
-tw
church in Michigan and cerf& k
tainly one of the most hisi,^,
toric. What brought me there
was a call from the Polish
w
American Historic Site
Association, a group of dedicated volunteers who are
slowly restoring the great
Elchurch. They're ratcheting up
Greg
their efforts to get more peoKowalski
ple involved and gain more
recognition for the church.
St Albertus was built in 1885 and was soon
embroiled in controversy. In those days,
churches were focal points of communities
and neighborhoods. St. Albertus was at the
core of the Polish immigrant community in
Detroit at the intersection of Canfield and St.
Aubin.
A dispute With the pastor led to riots there,
and one person was shot and killed during
one of the melees. The Detroit press had a
field day covering the doings of "Poletown,"
as they dubbed it. Gradually the dispute
waned and, alas, so did the neighborhood.
By the 1950s, suburban flight took its toll.
The riots of 1967 led to even more flight, and
the construction of the GM "Poletown" plant
m the early 1980s pretty much devastated
what was left of the neighborhood.
But there are still stirrings of life down
theie, even though the parish was officially
closed in the early 1990s. These days, Mass is
celebrated once a month. But a group of dedicated young volunteers is working slowly to
restore the church and rectory next door.
Actually, much of it is still in fairly good
shape. Some plaster has peeled from the
ceiling here and there, but the majestic
murals are still in excellent condition. The
massive altar remains incredibly ornate and
the stained glass Windows glow with color.
St Albertus, and Sweetest Heart of Mary
Church, just a block away, are remnants of
another age.
They were more than places of worship.

They were made as statements of faith and
dedication. And while it may run counter to
the teachings of Christ, they were also
sources of great pride. That's why people literally fought for them and over them.
It would be nearly impossibly to build a
church like St. Albertus today. Finding the
craftsmen capable of doing the stone and
wood carving would be a challenge. And the
cost today would be astronomical. Just the
amount of fine marble used is staggering.
St. Albertus has weathered many storms of
many sorts over the past century and more.
The original steeple, in fact, was taken down
by a storm. And the congregation has withstood many challenges even as it dwindled to
just a handful.
But while the surrounding neighborhood
is somewhat bleak, the church continues to
be an island of hope. That is especially
reflected in the young volunteers who are
working so hard to restore it. As one of their
key activities, they want to bring tours to the
church, which is where I came in. I do tours
of St. Florian, another great church just a
few miles north of St. Albertus, and I know
what interest there is in these fine old buildings.
It's our intent to bring more people down
to that historic area to see these buildings,
and learn what architectural, social and historical treasures they are^
We're working on a joint tour operation
that will prove fascinating.
It isn't right to write off the old Poletown
neighborhood. It certainly is extremely -'"'
depressed, but that is mainly because it has
become depopulated, not because of overriding fears of crime.
In a way, the neighborhood has reverted to
what it once was: semi-rural and semiindustrial.
But the young people working on St.
Albertus are a sign of new life. They are
showing a dedication that would make the
original parishioners proud. You can see
more for yourself at www.stalbertus.org.
Greg Kowalski is editor of the Birmingham Eccentric.
He can be reached at (248) 901-2570 or by e-maii at
gkowalski@hometownlife.com.

Hugh Gallagher is the managing editor of the Observer
Newspapers. He can be reached by e-mail at
hgallagher@hometownlife.com or by phone at (734) 9532149.
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Public safety expo
Recruiters educate job seekers and bring out the big equipment
:

We are in the process of
purchasing a new home. We have
not purchased a house in a
number of years and 1 wanted to
get your thoughts on the type of
mortgage that We should get. in
addition, does it make sense to
purchase the most expensive
home we can afford considering
real estate prices in Michigan?

BY HUGH GALLAGHER
STAFF WRITER

Considering Michigan's tottering economy, it was understandable that a recruiter from
the Dallas, Texas, Police
Department was getting a good
response March 21 at
Schoolcraft College's Public
Safety Career Expo at the college's Radcliff Center in Garden
City.
But why was Dallas coming
to metro Detroit?
Population is booming and
the need for police is growing.
"We have 350 openings and
we'll have 1,500 over the next
five years" said Monique Alex,
a senior corporal with the
Dallas Police Department. "We
tested in January at Schoolcraft
and had a good response. With
the economy here, we do testing and recruiting. Yesterday,
we tested 126 applicants. The
last time, we tested 186."
t . The Dallas Police was among
. many local, state and federal
"safety and law
.enforcement
/organizations
putting their
„-fjest foot forward for job
'seekers.

Choose a mortgage that
is right for your needs
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PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLERj STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Daft'M/frtisI with the Michigan State Police bomb squad, talks with Rob Hunter and Rob Domenzain, both from Canton.

A recruiter
. from Fairfax
, County, Va.,
was telling
some young
future police
officers that
things were
booming in
Virginia. But
Mike Twigg, from Garden City, checked out Wayne
many local
County's armored personnel carrier, used by the special
police and fire response team. s
' departments
were making their pitch as well An associate's degree can come
— Canton, Livonia, Kalamazoo, later," he said.
Troy and Wayne and Oakland
The paramedic requirement
county sheriff's departments,
comes
as a surprise to some
plus the state police.
li
#his has been changing over
the last 10 years," Kiurski said
TOUGH MARKET
"We were not oh the cutting
edge, but somewhere m the
But job some seekers were
middle on this"
not optimistic.
"It's hard to find a job," Bryan
Fqr CheryJ I^eaJbrensie
' 'Kubasta of Detroit said. "It's
scientist w ^ ^ ^ S ^ v i l l e
really competitive."
laboratories of the Michigan
State Police, it's a matter of sepKubasta and Josh
arating i^c^tion tl t h'gliK
Wischmeyer of Redford arc
popular fiction or the CSI prostudents in Schoolcraft's fire
grams. She said mam. are suiacademy.
prised that most forensic scien"It's always been the job for
tists do not go out tQ the crime
me," Wischmeyer said.
scene, but do their'work hi the
"" Wischmeyer and Kubasta
laboratory.
were interested in seeing what
, is available.
"That's a surprise to a lot of
; Marty Heator, director of
people," she said. "It's really a
marketing at Schoolcraft,' said
science degree, rich in chemhaving the departments from
istry and biology."
other states at the fair gives
She said CSI glamorizes arid
Schoolcraft students and other
exaggerates whaC'real forensic "
job seekers another option.
scientists do.
Alex said Dallas had much to
"We don't wearhigh heels
offer.
and tank tops to crime scenes,"
she said.
"We're offering a $10,000
signing bonus, which helps,"
But there is an element of
she said. "We're also selling clishow business to police and fire
mate. I'm from Alaska and
work. The state police had an
went to Texas for the warmer
officer from the bomb squad
weather."
demonstrating bomb protection gear and a bomb detecting
EDUCATING APPLICANTS
robot. Outside on the Radcliff
parking lot, a carnival atmosIn addition to enticements,
phere prevailed with fire
Recruiters were also educating
engines, motorcycles, rescue
iOb applicants on what they
units and a tank-like personnel
'^tteed to do to get the job they
carrier on display.
want.
The armored personnel car* For Tom Kiurskiofthe
rier was one of several vehicles
\Livonia Fire Department, it's a
displayed by the Wayne County
"' rriatter of explaining what
Sheriff's Department, which
being a firefighter means.
1!
has motorcycle, patrol car,
"I tell them, the minimum
mounted and marine units.
'^requirements are certification
The black box on a rubber track
" a'nd training as a paramedic.

In today's mortgage world,
there are virtually hundreds
of mortgages that an individual can obtain. To me, there is
no one right answer. It is similar to investing because you
have to choose the best strategy for your situation. The
key to determining the right
type of mortgage is knowing
how long you plan to be in
your home. If you plan to live
in the house for a short period of time, less than five
years, then one of the
adjustable-rate mortgages
may make sense. On the
other hand, if you plan to be
live in the house longer than
five years, a traditional fixedrate mortgage is what you
should get. Mortgage rates
are favorable at the present
time and I would lock in for
the long term.
If you are going to be in
your house long term, the
issue is whether to choose a
15-year or 30-year mortgage. I
recommend the 30-year fixedrate mortgage. My theory is
based on the fact mortgage
interest is tax-deductible.
After taxes, in today's market,
the mortgage is costing you 45 percent, which is relatively
inexpensive. I would take
advantage of the inexpensive
money and lock up the mortgage for 30 years.
I recognize many people do
not want to have a mortgage
30 years from now and that is
why they choose a 15-year
mortgage. A better strategy is
to have your house paid off in
15 years, get a 30-year mortgage and then have the discipline on a monthly basis to
take the savings of a 30-year vs.
a 15-year mortgage and invest
it on a regular basis in a good
growth mutual fund such as
the Selected American Share?
Fund. Fifteen years down the
road, you should have enough
to pay off the mortgage and have money left over.

Pittsfield Township brought their largest fire truck.

Hailey Robinson anc In*. N_« r_n, both of Canton, talk with Monique Alex of
the Dallas, Texas Police Department.

was drawing a steady line of
visitors according to Lt.
Richard Holme.
"It's to get members of the
team into hostile situations," he
said. "Say a barricaded gunman

in a house. This gets us as close
as possible. It stops just about
anything and it's very solid."
Other participants at the
expo included the federal
Immigration, Customs and

In today's market, I only
recommend adjustable-rate
mortgages for someone who
is going to be in their house
short term. One of the reasons the sub-prime mortgage
market is going through some
difficulty right now is that too
many people went with
adjustable-rate mortgages in
order to get into a house they
could not afford using a traditional fixed-rate loan. The
. longer you stay in a home
with an adjustable-rate mortgage, the more risk you have
when rates begin to climb.
How much should you .
spend for your home? My
view is that houses are great
for quality of life, but not
good investments. After all,
many people in Michigan are
in a situation where they paid
more for their house than it's
now worth. You have to make
sure you own your house and
it doesn't own you. In deciding how much you can afford
for a home, factor into the
equation other financial goals

Money
Matters

that you have, such as saving
for retirement or a child's college education. And don't forget to factor in the other costs
that go hand-in-hand with
the more expensive hQuse, \
such as increased maintenance, homeowners insurance and property taxes.
I am 54 years old and will not
retire for at least 10 years. 1
heard something on your radio
show regarding Roth IRA
conversions. Can you tell me
when someone should consider
converting into a Roth IRA?

When it comes to converting an existing IRA into a
Roth IRA, my general rules
are as follows:
• You have to have the ~
money to pay the taxes on the
Roth conversion without
touching any of the money
converted.
• You should convert an
amount that will not push
you into a higher tax bracket.
H You can invest the money
long term, generally at least
five to seven years.
If you meet those three criteria, then it generally pays to
convert. The advantage of
converting an existing IRA
into a Roth IRA is from this
point on money would grow
tax-free vs. tax-deferred.
Money in a traditional IRA is
always subject to ordinary
income taxes money when
withdrawn. In a Roth IRA,
withdrawals made after age
59 are never subject to
income taxes. In addition, in
a Roth IRA you are not subject to the minimum required
distribution rules. At 70, in a
traditional IRA, you must
begin to make withdrawals.
That is not the case with a
Roth IRA. A Roth IRA can
grow tax-free for as long as
you choose.
The downside of converting
into a Roth IRA is that you
must pay income taxes on the
money. However, by taking a
short-term hit on taxes, you
will have a long-term gain.
Remember, a Roth IRA grows
tax-free, not tax-deferred. By
converting to a Roth IRA, you
are paying your taxes earlier,
but you would have always
had to pay the taxes down the
road if you stayed with the
traditional IRAMany seniors who are over
70 are under the mistaken
belief that they cannot convert
their IRAs into a Roth IRA.
That is not the case. Although
you cannot convert your
required minimum distribution, you can convert anything.,
above and beyond that.
One last note, you have
until April 17 to make a Roth
IRA contribution for 2006.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymatters@hometowniife.com.
For more information, visit his Web
,site at www.bioomassetmanagement.
com. You can hear'Rick from noon to 3
p.m,SundayS'OnWDTK-AM(1400).
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MU cagers hailed

TOM HOFFMEYERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Livonia Churchill High athletic director Marc Hage (left photo) holds up the MHSAA Class A girls volleyball state championship trophy during a
schoolwide assembly staged Thursday afternoon in the school's gym. (Top photo) Seniors Kelly Archer (left) and lauren Krupsky (right)
appear delighted as they open up boxes of state champion sweaters and T-shirts which were presented to the entire team after it took the
title last weekend in Kalamazoo with victories over North Branch and No. Hanked and defending state champ East Kentwood.

Miss Hockey delivers
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Ladywood's Szwed is multi-talented performer
By BRAD EMONS
STAFF WRITER

When it comes to the water,
Livonia Ladywood High's Laura
Szwed has troth sides of the rink covered.
On frozen pond, the senior was
honored recently in a banquet held at
Livonia's Laurel Manor as Miss
Hookey, recognizing the top girls
high school hockey player in the
state.
And when it warms up, she spends
her summers on Brendel Lake near
her home in White Lake perfecting
routines as a barefoot water skier
where she competes both nationally
and in world competitions.
Last'September, in 2006 Barefoot
Water Ski World Championships
held in Adna, Wash. (Lake
Silverado), Szwed earned a bronze
medal in tricks and fourth in the
slalom for a sixth-placefinishoverall.
She wasalso a member of the firstplace XJ.S. Elite Barefoot Water Ski
Team.
"I like both sports equally/' said
Szwed. "My brother (Kyle) and my
dad (Chris) competed (in water ski-

ing). My mother (Pat) roots us on."
The family also had plenty to cheer
about this winter as Laura led the
Blazers to a 17-3-1 record and a berth
in the semifinals of the Michigan
High School Girls Hockey League
playofis.
Szwed ended her career (March 8)
at Livonia's Edgar Arena with a pair
of goals in a 5-2 loss to Bloomfield
Hills Kingswood, giving her 42 for
the season to go along with 17 assists.
Needless to say, Szwed earned
first-team All-State honors along
with teammate Brittney Holtz, a senior defenseman, and was one of six
considered in thefinalvoting for
Miss Hockey.
"I figured! was in the running, but
I was really shocked when they
announced it," Szwed said.
Szwed, who carries a 3.4 gradepoint average, plans to continue her
hockey career in college. She would
like to study International Business
and is leaning toward Utica (NX)
College, an NCAA Division III school
which offers hockeyforwomen.
Despite standing only 5 feet, 2
inches, Szwed was adept at making
big plays when the Blazers needed

them the most In 67 games at
Ladywood, Szwedfinishedher career
with 139 goals and 62 assists.
1 just try to use my speed out
there," the new Miss Hockey said.
Szwed began playing at age seven
and competed on boys teams until a
Pee Wee division (age 12) was offered
for girls. She decidedto attend
Ladywood because it had a high
school girls hockey program.
"It's sad to be leaving, I really
enjoyed playing" she said. "A lot of us
have been playing together for three
andfouryears."
There's a huge void that needs to
befillednow that Szwed's prep career
is over.
"We'll miss her leadership and her
two-way style of play" Ladywood
coach Bruce Peck said. "She's not tall,
but she really knows how to position
herself on the ice. She has strong legs.
It no doubt comes from the water.
'And she's the nicest person you'll
ever meet. She's very humble and
team-oriented. She's good in the
classroom, very positive, and fun to
be around.''
bemonsHioe.homecomm.net I (734} 953-2523

NAIA All-Academic
Madonna University basketbali players Adam
Kerfoot (Gaylord St. Mary)
and Caryntoman(Oxford)
were named to the
Daktronics NAiA AllAmerican Schoiar-Athlete
teams in men's and
women's basketball,
respectively.
Kerfoot, a senior guard
majoring in Fire Science,
averaged 10.7 points and
4.6 assists per game while
carry a minimum grade- :
point average of 3.5 (on a
4.0 scale). He made thirdteam Ali-WolverineHoosier Athletic
Conference.

Livonia Ladywood's Laura Szwed was recently named Miss Hockey.

4 hitch on to coaching carousel
Area girls soccer teams under new leadership
BY BRAD EMONS
STAFF WRITER

TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Contact sports
Thurston sophomore Alena Alessandrini (left) collides with
John Glenn freshman Ashley Bailey in Wednesday's season
girls soccer opener. See story on page B4.

There's been a changing of the
guard in the coaching ranks for
area girls soccer high school soccer
teams.
Four new coaches will be on the
sidelines this spring including two
in the Metro Conference.
Trevor Johnson takes over for
Jake O'Brien at Livonia
Clarenceville, while Sam Makki will
handle the reins at Lutheran High
Westland replacing Ken
Shingledecker.
Livonia Ladywood also has a new
coach - 21-year-old Brent Petkus.
Wayne Memorial also has a new
coach in 22-year-old Evan Baker.
Johnson, who played at Walled
Lake Western and coached two seasons of JV soccer, inherits a
Clarenceville squad that finished a
respectable 10-9 a year ago in its
inaugural varsity campaign.
Makki, meanwhile, took the job
just two weeks ago after spending
time training players at
Farmington Hills Harrison High.
He owns his own training academy
and played professionally 12 years
in Division 1 and 2 leagues in
Scotland. He also coached three
years in the Scottish Professional
League before coming to the U.S.

Madonna University's
players D.J. Bridges
(Canton) and Martina '
Franklin (Redford Union)
were recently recognizedon the 2007 NAIA Division
II All-America men's ana
women's basketball teams,
respectively, earning honorable mention honors.',
Bridges, a 6-foot-3 julitor
forward, made first-team
Ali-Wolverine-Hoosier'
Athletic Conference after
averaging 19.8 points and ,
7.0 rebounds for the 12-19
Crusaders. He is just five
points shy of the 1,000
career-point mark.
Franklin, also a junior
forward, averaged 17.9
.
points and 9.3 rebounds
for the 15-18 Crusaders',
who reached the WHAC
tournament championship
game. The first-team AliWHAC selection is the'
school's all-time leader in
blocks and already has
surpassed the 1,000
career-point mark.

1 just want to give back to the sport and it was a
good fit being a Christian school/
Sam Makki
New coach, Lutheran High Westland

PREVIEW
where he got involved with the Troy
Football Club and Athens High
School.
"I just want to give back to the
sport and it was a good fit being a
Christian school," said Makki,
whose team takes over a team that
finished 3-11-1 last year.
Petkus, who replaces Jill
Logsdon, spent two years as
Ladywood's goalkeeper coach and
he becomes the youngest head
coach in the area at 21. Last year,
the Blazers finished 6-11-4, but won
the Division 2 district crown.
The 2004 Detroit Catholic
Central High grad has been a backup keeper the past two seasons at
Bowling Green State University,
where he commutes back-andforth daily to Ladywood.
"I drive a lot of miles* that's why I
have a fuel economy car," said
Petkus, who will become BG's captain next year.

The second youngest coach in the
area is Wayne Memorial's Evan
Baker, a Canton High grad who
played at Madonna University.
He replaces longtime Wayne
coach Larry Brenner, who resigned
after 12 seasons. The Zebras, members of the Western Lakes Activities
Association, are coming off a 2-16-1
season.
"The attitude among the girls is
incredibly positive, and I think
they've really bought into the idea
that wecan be successful this year,"
Baker said. "When you're trying to
create an environment that's conducive to winning, the first thing
that needs to change is the attitude.
The girls have to believe they can
win. It's not going to happen by
itself."
Two WLAA teams have already
launched their seasons with
Westland John Glenn, 3-14-1 over-all last year, losing to Redford
Thurston, 5-2, on Wednesday.
PLEASE SEE SOCCER, B4

Inman, a Biology and
Secondary Education
Major, averaged 9.1 points '•.
and 5.8 rebounds per
game. She was also a sec-:
ond-team NAIA AllAmerica in volleyball as a
senior and was also named
to the Daktronics All-'."
Academic team.

Thomas's Family Dinihg,;
located on 33971
.y '
Plymouth Road, Livonia, ;
will donate 20 percent of
its proceeds to the Livonia
Churchill High baseball.,
program starting at 3 p.m.:
Sunday, March 25 through
9 p.m. Thursday, March 29^
To participate, obtain a '
coupon via e-mail from
Churchill varsity baseball
coach Ron Targosz at rtargosz®livonia.k12.mi,us.

Walleye 101 :
Pro walleye fisherman,;
author and speaker captain Lance Valentine will >'
address Metro West
Steelheaders of Livonia
monthly membership. .
meeting starting at 7 , - ^
p.m. Tuesday, April 3¾¾
the Livonia Senior
, "\
Citizens Center, on the ;
southeast corner of
;
Farmington and Five Mile
roads. All meetings are I
open to the public.
!
Valentine will share .; *
excerpts from his Walleye
101 series along with Injbr-*
mation on al! facets o f ! ^
walleye fishing in Lakejprit
and the Detroit River.-^;" ;
marine electronics expett?
Valentine has published: several magazine articles:
and was a featured speak-;
er at the Ultimate Fishing*
Show and other shows. :

B2 (LW)
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THE WEEK AHEAD
PREP BASEBALL
Tuesday, March 27
John Glenn at N. Farmington, 4 p.m.
Wednesday, March 28
Willow Run at Wayne, 4 p.m.
Summitt at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m.
Thursday, March 29
Wash. Christian at Huron Valley, 4:30 p.m.
Friday, March 30
Franklin at Garden City, 4 p.m.
Lathrup at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m.
Saturday,, March 31
(ail doubleheaders)
John Glenn at Farmington, 11 a.m.
Wyandotte at Wayne, 11 a.m.
Churchill at Thurston, noon
Novi at Stevenson, noon.
Franklin at Allen Park, 1 p.m.
GIRLS SOFTBALL
Tuesday, March 27
Harrison at John Glenn, 4 p.m.
Huron Valley at S'fieid Christian, 4:30 p.m.
Wednesday, March 28
A.A. Huron at Franklin (2), 3:30 p.m.
Willow Run at Wayne, A p.m.

Summitt at Clarenceville, 4 p.m.
Thursday, March 29
Stevenson at Dearborn, 4 p.m.
Friday, March 30
Novi at Franklin (2), A p.m.
Lathrup at Clarenceville, 4:30 p.m.
Saturday, March 31
(all doubleheaders)
Garden City at Stevenson, 11 a.m.
Redford Union at Franklin, 11 a.m.
Wyandotte at Wayne, 11 a.m.
Huron Valley at Lutheran N'west, 11 a.m.
GIRLS SOCCER
Monday, March 26
Crestwood at Franklin, 7 p.m.
Stevenson at Saline, 7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 27
Divine Child at Ladywood, 5:30 p.m.
John Glenn at F.H. Harrison, 7 p.m.
Wednesday, March 28
Wayne at John Gienn,4 p.m.

Summitt at Clarenceville, 5 p.m.
Northville at Churchill, 7 p.m.
Franklin at Stevenson, 7 p.m,
Thursday, March 29
Bishop Foley at Ladywood, 5:30 p.m.
Friday, March 30
Clarenceville at Wayne, 5 p.m.
Churchill at A.A. Pioneer, 5:30 p.m.
Novi at Stevenson, 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 31
Ladywood at Notre Dame Prep, 1 p.m.
BOYS TRACKS FIELD
Tuesday, March 27
John Glenn at. N. Farmington, 4 p.m.
Thursday, March 29
Annapolis at Clarenceville, 4 p.m.

Saturday, March 31
Patriot invitational at Franklin, 9 a.m.
Huron Relays at EMU, 10 a.m.
GIRLS TRACK & HELD
Tuesday, March 27
John Glenn at N. Farmington, 4 p.m.
Thursday, March 29
Annapolis at Clarenceville, A p.m.
Saturday, March 31
Patriot invitational at Franklin, 9 a.m.
Huron Relays at EMU, 10 a.m.
BOYS TENNIS
Friday, March 30
Wayne at Taylor Truman, 4 p.m.
GIRLS GOLF
Thursday, March 29
Wayne vs. Taylor Truman
at Woodlands-Van Suren, 3 p.m.
John Glenn at Edsel Ford, 3:15 p.m.
GIRLS LACROSSE
Monday, March 26
Ladywood at A.A. Pioneer, 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 31
Ladywood Tournament, 9 a.m.
MEN'S COLLEGE BASEBALL
Sunday, March 25
Madonna at Spalding (Ky.), noon.
Tuesday, March 27
Madonna vs. Rochester College
at Hitch Ballpark, 2 p.m.

Wednesday, March 28
Madonna vs. Indiana Tech at Hitch Ballpark (2),1 p.m.
Saturday, March 31
Madonna vs. Siena Heights
at Hitch Ballpark (2), 1p.m.
Sunday, April 1
Madonna at Siena Heights (2), 1 p.m.
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOFTBALL
Saturday, March 31
Madonna vs. Cornerstone
at MU University Park (2), 1 p.m.
Sunday, April 1
Madonna at Siena Hts. (2), 1 p.m.
ONTARIO HOCKEY LEAGUE PLAYOFFS
Sunday, March 25
Whalers at Guelph Storm, 6:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 27
Whalers vs. Guelph Storm
at Compuware Arena, 7:05 p.m.
Thursday, March 29
Whalers at Guelph Storm, 7 p.m.
Saturday, March 31
(If necessary)
. Whalers vs. Guelph Storm
at Compuware Arena, 7:05 p.m.
Sunday, April 1
(if necessary)
Whalers at Guelph Storm, 6:30 p.m.
MAJOR INDOOR SOCCER LEAGUE
Friday, March 23
Ignition vs. California Cougars
at Compuware Arena, 7:35 p.m.

falls in Kentucky series
After more than a week of
inactivity due to rainy, snowy
March weather, Madonna
Universityfinallyreturned to
action Friday in Kentucky, losing
6-5 to host Spalding University.
The Crusaders trailed 5-4 until
shortstop Kyle Fedorka doubled
in the tying run in the top of the
ninth. But Fedorka's error in the
bottom half of the frame enabled
the Golden Eagles to come away
with the victory.
Taking the loss for MU (8-6)
was senior right-hander Mike
Hand, who came on for Regits to

open the eighth.
After playing Saturday and
Sunday games against Spalding,
Madonna will - weather permitting - open the home portion of
its schedule 2 p.m. Tuesday
against Rochester College at
Hitch Ballpark in Livonia.
Madonna already has had two
home doubleheaders cancelled March 17 against Malone and
March 20 against Indiana
Wesleyan.
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Late Prybyla leaves lofty bowling legacy
%ey all called him "Mr. P."
George Prybyla was a
standout leader in the local
bowling scene. Sadly, he passed
away last week, preceded in
death by his loving wife of 57
years, Natalie,
by only 18 days.
S
Prybyla was
born on July 18,
1914, in
; Hamtramck.
During WWII
he served as a
sergeant in the
Army Air Corps
Ten Pin
based in the
China-India
Alley
theatre.
George was
A!
well known for
Harrison
his many years
as proprietor of.
Thunderbowl Lanes in Allen
Park. He had a great passion for
the sport of bowling, and he and
his father built the Nortown
Bowling alley in 1940.
In 1962, he opened
Thunderbowl with 50 lanes, and
it was later expanded to its pres-

ent complement of 96 lanes,
making it the second-largest
bowling center in the USA.
Throughout his years, Prybyla
served the bowling community
in many capacities. He was a
member of the Bowling
Proprietors Association of
Michigan for 60 years and
served as president in 1978.
He was instrumental in bringing the Detroit Bowling Hall of
Fame to a home of its own, finding suitable space right in the
concourse of Thunderbowl
Lanes. George was inducted into
the hall of fame in 1980.
The Detroit All-Stars have
called Thunderbowl Lanes their
home for many years. Some of
the area's strongest leagues, both
rnen's and women's are based
there as well.
It also became the host site of
the annual John P. Gavie
Memorial Tournament every
August and the annual Old
Timers Tournament in
November. Both events became
Highly successful under George's
leadership.

He was quite an innovator and
when George talked people listened. He was highly respected
everywhere and by all who knew
him, George Prybyla will be
missed by many.
• Now there are nine. That is
the number of senior bowlers in
the Mayflower Wednesday Men's
Senior Classic to score a perfect
game this season.
Last week it was Bill Holloway
of West Bloomfield with a 300
game. That same day also featured Rich Walczyk of Flat Rock
who bowled an 800 series.
• Circle May 2 on your calendar. That's the date of the. U.S.
Bowling Congress Queens finals
from Charlotte, N.C. Five of the
world's top women bowlers will
be competing for the top prize of
$30,000.
Three hundred women
bowlers will be shooting at a
total prize fund of $200,000.
The TV finals will feature the five
finalists who survive the four
days of qualifying and match
play. If you miss, it will be reaired at 1 p.m. on Sunday May

20 on ESPN.
• It's not just the old guys in;
senior leagues with those 300
games. How about 13-year-old
Michael Nadratowski. He rolled
a perfect game on March 4 in
the Western Wayne Youth
Traveling Classic at Lodge
Lanes.
Michael averages 191. His
older brother, 17-year-old Dan, is
pretty good, too; he averages
around the 200 mark.
Both boys started bowling at.
the age of 5. Dan has also won a $1,000 scholarship prize in the
Westland Bowl Youth
Tournament. A good measure of
their success is due to the lessons
they took with Aleta Sill and
Michelle Mullen at Country ,
Lanes. Their proud parents are
John and Kim Nadratowski of
Canton.
Al Harrison is a resident of Livonia and a
member of t h e Bowling Writers
Association of America. He can be
reached a t (248) 477-1839 or email: t e n - .
pinalley@sbcglobal.net

Ignition clinch playoff berth vs. California
, The Detroit Ignition defeated
the California Cougars, 17-8,
before a sellout crowd at
Compuware Sports Arena
Friday night to secure a Major
Indoor Soccer League playoff
berth, in their first year of existence.
The Ignition improved to 1710 while the Cougars slipped to
6-22.
The game-twinning two-point
goal was registered by leagueleading scorer Jamar Beasley at
the 6:22 mark of the third
quarter. Beasley led all Ignition
scorers with six points, including his 100th of the season.
Hewerton ignited the scoring
with a goal to hand the Ignition
the early 2-0 advantage at 2:17
of the opening frame.
Detroit defender Jonathan
Greenfield registered the club's
second shorthanded goal of the
season, a two-pointer off a pass
from Droo Callahan, to extend
the advantage to 4-0 just over
five minutes later.
Greenfield close the firstquarter scoring with his second

goal of the night five minutes
before the break.
The second frame began with
a two-point goal from
Ricardinho at 4:44, extending
the Ignition advantage to 8-0.
California midfielder Brian
Farber put the Cougars on the
board for the first time at 10:05
to make it 8-2. Cougars midfielder Craig Scheer brought
the Ignition's lead down to 8-4
with a two-point goal at 11:12
at the end of the second quarter.
The third quarter began with
a two-point goal just 59 seconds in by Farber, his second of
the game, as the Ignition was
cut to 8-6. Beasley then recorded a power-play net-finder for
the Ignition at 6:22 to pad his
team's edge to 10-6.
Carlos Farias's 16th goal of
the season, a two-pointer past
Cougars netminder Bayard
Elfvin, made it 12-6.
Ignition goalkeeper Danny
Waltman ¢4-1) earned the victory between the pipes for the
Ignition.

MISL final in Plymouth
The Major Indoor Soccer
League (MISL) announced this
week that the 2007 MISL
Championship Series final
game has been scheduled for
Saturday, April 21, at
Compuware Sports Arena,
home of the MISL Detroit
Ignition in Plymouth
Township. The opening kick is
set for 4 p.m.
Tickets for the 2007 MISL
Championship Series Final are
available through the Detroit
Ignition Box Office, online
through TicketMaster and at
all TicketMaster locations, or
by phone at 888-436-GOAL
(4625). .
The MISL Championship
Series final game will be
nationally televised on VERSUS, to a potential audience of
over 72 million homes. This
marks the first-ever nationally
televised soccer match originating from Compuware Sports
Arena.
"We are honored and excited
to be selected to host the 2007

MISL Championship Series
Final," stated Greg Bibb, president of the Detroit Ignition.
"We look forward to bringing
the league's marcjuee event to
Compuware Sports Arena as a
finale to our inaugural season
in the MISL, We're eager to
present a first-class sports
entertainment experience to
not only the fans in the arena,
but to our fans around the
country on VERSUS."
The 2006-07 regular season
concludes on Saturday, April 7The 2007 MISL Championship
Series is scheduled to begin
with the semifinal round on the
weekend of April 13-15. The
Championship Series consists
of four teams. The MISL regular-season champion will earn .
an automatic bid to postseason
play and receives the No. 1 seed
as determined by regular-season winning percentage. Other
postseason spots are allotted to
the three teams with the next
best regular season win percentage, determining the No. 2,
No. 3, and No. 4 seeds.
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2007 ALL-WESTERN LAKES
ACTIVITIES ASSOCIATION
BOYS BASKETBALL TEAMS
ALL-CONFERENCE: Alvin Storrs, 6-1 Sr. G,
Northville; Luke Knochel, 5-9 Sr. G, Livonia
Stevenson; Ryan Waidmann, 6-7 Sr. F,
Canton; Earl Hardison, 6-1 Jr. G, Westland
John Glenn; Grant Stone, 6-4, Jr. F, Salem;
Mike Lee, 5-9 Jr. G., Wayne Memorial.
COACH OF THE YEAR: Dan Young, John
Glenn.
ALL-LAKES: Stefan Marken, 6-3 Jr. G, John
Glenn; Keshawn Martin, 6-0 Jr. G, John
Glenn; Cody Rzeznik, 6-3 Jr. F, Walled Lake
Central; Matt Guldan, 6-4 Sr. F, W.L. Central;
Chris Mulcahy, 5-10 Sr. G, Stevenson; Ryan
Rosenick, 6-2 Jr. F, Livonia Churchill; Ryan
fiahnmiller, 6-4 Sr. G-F, Walled Lake
Northern.
ALL-WESTERN: Bret Spencer, 6-3 Sr. F,
Northville; Dan Kirkpatrick, 6-5 Jr. F,
Northville; Neil Sharma, 6-4 Jr. F, Canton;
Josh Butler, 5-11 Sr. G, Canton; John Hill, 6-2

Jr, F, Wayne; Ouinton Cooper, 6-2 Soph. F,
Walled Lake Western; Brandon Roberts, 6-0
Jr, G, Plymouth.
HONORABLE MENTION
Northville: Mike Rogers, David Burke;
Canton: Eric Thornton, Devarone Jackson,
Ryan Langdon; Wayne: Jeremy Lovelady,
Robert Woodson; W.L. Western: Eddie
Vushaj, Sean Armstrong; Plymouth: Jake
Hager, Dan Jeong; Livonia Franklin: Tyler
Canyock, Alex Reid, Gary Cobb, Matt Mills,
Andy Ring; John Glenn: Rob Jones, Austin
Anderson; W.L. Central: Joe Marshall, Bryan
Peterson, Brandon Joseff; Salem: Ross
Davis, Dan Cassidy; Stevenson - Derek
Severson, Nate Wilson, Ryan Aneed;
Churchill: Brad Evans, Ryan Whittum; W.L
Northern: Robert Johnson, Steve Knurick,
Tim Ferenc.
2007 ALL-METRO CONFERENCE
BOYS BASKETBALL
FIRST TEAM
Macomb Lutheran North: Steve Doerflinger,

Jr.; Richie Beebe, Sr.; Samia Keilani, Sr.;
Harper Woods: Bobby Gibson, Sr.; Xavier
Fowler, Sr.; Bloomfield Hills Cranbrook: Chris
Rencher, Sr.; Xander Strek, Jr. Cat-large);
Lutheran Westland: Kyle Ramthun, Sr.
(MVP); Rochester Hills Lutheran Northwest:
Jeff Beaittegard, Sr.; Hamtramck: Bryoh
LeFlore, Sr.; Livonia Clarenceville: Lonnie
Fairfax, Sr.; Clawson: David O'Connell, Sr.
SECOND TEAM
Lutheran Northwest: Brian-Budchuk, Jr.;
Drew D e n n i s o n , Jr. ( a t - l a r g e ) ; Harper
Woods: Dexter Jackson, Sr.; Cranbrook:
Matt Broder, Jr.; Adam Morris, Sr.; Lutheran
Westland: Sean Vandenbrink, Sr.; Josh
Haller, Sr.; Lutheran Northwest: Jeremy
Simmons, Sr.; Hamtramck: Raed Alsabahi,
Jr.; Clarenceville: Jeremy Gainer, Soph,;
Grosse Pointe Woods University-Liggett:
Carlton Snyder, Sr.
COACH OF THE YEAR
Gary Gutenkunst, Lutheran North

GIRLS HOCKEY
MICHIGAN METRO GIRLS
HIGH SCHOOL HOCKEY LEAGUE
ALL-STATE TEAMS
First-team: Katie Zeminick, Grosse Pointe
North; Katie Zimmerman, Plymouth-CantonSalem; Laura Szwed, Livonia Ladywood
(Miss Hockey); Keeiy Kowalski, PlymouthCanton-Salem; Brittney Holtz, Ladywood;
Clarice Grantham, Ann Arbor.
Second-team: Audrey Stapleton, Bloomfield
Hills Kingswood; Ariel Magidson, Kingswood;
Elizabeth Palmer, Grosse Pointe Woods
.Univers'rty-Liggett; Angie Chronis, Ann
Arbor; Erica Schilkey, Harper Woods Regina;
Catherin LaGrasso, Kingswood.
ALL-LEAGUE
Goalie: Kristie Kowalski, P-C-S.
Defense: J acq Roberg, Mercy-Marian;'Alex
Sturgeon, Ann Arbor; Lauren Krajewskl,
Walled Lake; Shauna Siebert, P-C-S; Carolyn
Card, Kingswood; Erin Hietala, Northville;

Monique Squires, Liggett.
Forwards: Maura Gregory, Mercy-Marian;
J.J. Chronis, Ann Arbor; Joann Meserve,
Regina; Marissa LaValley, Grosse Pointe
North; Shami Enteman, Grosse Pointe South;
Amanda Marsh, Grosse Pointe South; Molly
Baker, Walled Lake; Lindsey Szutka, Walled
Lake; Nikki Songer, P-C-S; Adrienne Cercone,
P-C-S; Krysten Ruzylo, Northville; Penella
Semma, Ladywood.
HONORABLE MENTION
Goalie: Meghan Smerecki, Regina; Tori
Bogan, G.P. North; Lauren Hutchinson,
Walled Lake.
Defense: Carly Mocny, Regina; Lauren
Walsh, G.P. North; Pilar Ming, Kingswood;
Mellissa Koztowny, Northville; Angie lafano,
Ladywood.
Forwards: Rachel Vogel, Ann A r b o r ;
Anneleise Heeringa, Ann Arbor; Lexie
McGillis, Regina; Caitlin Lariscy, Regina;

Alexa Ouinlan, G.P. North; Lisa Fishbeck,
Northville; Danielle Hirka, Northville;
Heather Sartorious, Ladywood.
ALL-ACADEMIC
(by Hockey Weekly)
Liggett: Elizabeth Palmer (4.5 grade-point
average); Monique Squires (4.13); G.P.
South: Shami Enteman ( 4 . 3 ) ; Elizabeth
McCaughey (3.56); Amy Hathaway (3.55);
Regina: Tara LaMllza (4.13); Lexie McGiflis
(3.94); Jenna Moore (3.85); Brandy Gartley
(3.81); Diana Langlois (3.68); Joann Meserve
(3.64); Liz LaRMere (3.63); Morgan Com)
(3.6); Kingswood: Kelsey Gotn (3.96); Ariatta
Shane (3.55); Elizabeth Belen (3.5); G,P.
North: Katie Zemenick (3.94); Ladywood:
Rachel Killian (3,8); Brittney Holtz (3.57);
Angie lafano ( 3 . 5 6 ) ; Plymouth-CantonSalem: Kristin CaiEahan (3.78); Ann Arbor;
Annelise Heeringa (3.5).

SPORTS ROUNDUP
Senior men's golf
A general membership meeting for the Livonia Senior Men's
Golf League will be at 9 a.m.
Saturday, April 21 at the Gvic
Park Senior Center, 15218
Farmington Road, Livonia.
The $25 registration fee
includes a $15 ticket to the annual awards banquet. Membership
is open to all male residents of
Livonia who are 62 years of age
and older.
League play begins Tuesday,
May 1 and is scheduled through
Tuesday, July 31. There are five
handicappedflights.You must
play at least 10 nine-hole rounds

during the. league year to establish a handicap and be eligible to
participate in theflightchampionship tournament beginning in
August.
Call league president Tom
Amadori at (734) 261-4)718; or
league secretary Don Hooper at
(734)464-6975.

Triathlon seminar
An introduction to triathlon
seminar will be held from 6:30-8
p.m. Wednesday, March 28 at the
New Balance store, located at
37606 W. 12 Mile Road,
Faimington Hills.
A panel of experts will be available to discuss training methods

necessary to become atriathlete..
light snacks will be provided. .
Among the featured speakers
will be Laura Sopheia, a 20-year
veteran of the sport and 2006
USA Triathlon National and
2006 Ironman World Champion
age group champion; Roman
Krzyzanowski, 10-time Ironman
finisher and USA Triathlon agegroup All-American; and Jon
Sherman, owner of Cadence
Cycle in Saline.
The seminar is free, but you
need to reserve a spot by Friday,
March 23 to: depeterson@nbdetroit.com.
Call (248) 324-0506; orvisit
www.nbdetroit.com.
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MU
with sweep
' The Madonna University
softball team picked up its
fifth consecutive victory last
Tuesday afternoon after
earning a doubleheader
sweep over Spring Arbor
College.
After taking a 4-1 victory
in the opener, MU defeated
Spring Arbor, 11-3, in a fiveinning nightcap.
Shannon Noder picked up
the win in game one after
tossing a complete game,
while scattering four hits and
allowing just one run, a solo
homer in the second inning
for the Crusaders, who
improved to 13-6 overall.
Livonia Ladywood product
Stephanie Day, Heather
Richardson (Canton) and
Caitlin Sidor (Churchill)
each had two hits each
against Spring Arbor (3-13).
Sidor and Richardson each
recorded a double and Sidor
led the Crusaders with two
RBI.
In game two, Liz Ballinger
picked up her seventh win of
the season after allowing five
hits and three runs in a complete game effort.
Richardson again led the
Crusaders at the plate with a
3-for-4 performance with a
double, a home run and four
RBI.
Day, Sidor, Tedi Johnston
and Hannah Godfrey all
racked up two hits to help
the MU offensive attack.
Freshman infielder Britney
Scero (Canton) continued
her assault on opposing
pitchers by recording a hit in
each game to stretch her hitting streak to 18 games.

scored to put the Crusaders
ahead for good.
run in the fourth inning after
Sidor scored on an error with
Scero at the plate.
Sidor started MU's rally in
the sixth inning with a single
and later scored on an RBI
single by Christina Finch.
Scero and sophomore outfielder Hannah Godfey also
scored in the sixth inning to
increase the lead to 8-3.
Senior lefthander Shannon
Noder earned the win after
tossing a complete game and
striking out six batters.
Noder (5-4) also picked up
the win in game two after
pitching four innings in
relief of Ballinger - who
lasted four-and-one-third
innings and allowed four
runs, all of which were
unearned.
The Crusaders scored five
runs in the fourth inning to
take a 5-4 lead, capped off by
Sidor's first collegiate homer,
but the Blue Knights ¢7-7)
plated a run in the fifth
inning off Ballinger to tie the
game 5-5.
After heading into extra
innings, neither team could
muster much offense until
the ninth inning when MU
busted through with three
runs.
Freshman Samantha Bell,
Godfrey and junior Heather
Richardson (Canton) all

CYO cage champs
The Livonia St. Michael JV1 boys basketball team recently finished its Catholic Youth Organization season with a
16-1 overall record. The Gaels won the CYO Division title, along with the Novi-Detroit Catholic Central Christmas
and University of Detroit-Jesuit Thanksgiving tournaments. Members of St. Michael JV1 include (bottom row,
from left) Jacob Sroda, Evan Cernik, Tyler Fisher, Mitch Sykes, Dan Hensley, Ernie Babon, Patrick Clancy; (top
row, from left) Nick Orzel, assistant coach John Modes, Jake Fenech, Scott Yaroch, Micheli Gaynier, Sean
Kaczmarek, Tom Hool and head coach Joe Hart.
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734-525-5231
All of our soups are
homemade daily at Albert's

ALBERT'S L U N C H SPECIALS
Enjoy Your Lunch In Style • 10:3Gam-2pm Mon.-Fri.
• Crispy C h i c k e n C h i n e s e N a p p a Cabbage Salad...Crispy chicken served atop nappa cabbage,
almonds, fried noodles and sesame seeds with an oriental dressing.
8

Albert S Apples...Granny Smith apples, red and green leaf lettuce, Cheddar cheese and cashews with a poppy
seed dressing.
• Grilled Shrimp Salad...Two bountiful shrimp skewers served atop a wealth of mixed greens and vegetables..
Your choice of dressings. Try our homemade ranch dressing!

ROWN

Crusaders beat
Urbana
Madonna wrapped up a
three-day tour of Ohio with a
doubleheader sweep Sunday
at Urbana, winning 8-3 and
8-6, the latter in nine
innings.
In the opening game, the
Crusaders pushed across four
runs in the first two innings
to claim a 4-1» lead.

The Crusaders swept the
weekly conference honors
after the league office
announced today that junior
lefthander Liz Ballinger (St.
Johns) was named
Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic
Conference Pitcher of the
Week, while and sophomore
outfielder Hannah Godfrey
(Waterford Mott) was named
Player of the Week after
helping the Crusaders to a 42 mark during the week.
Ballinger (6-2), who also
earned NAIA Region VIII
Pitcher of the Week honors,
picked up two wins in three
appearances during the
Crusaders trip to Ohio.
For the week, Ballinger
went 19 innings with just two
earned runs allowed and
struck out 12 and posting a
0.74 ERA. She also went the
distance in wins over
Shawnee State and
Cedarville.
Godfrey batted ,565 in a
13-for-23 performance at the
plate and hit safely in everyone of the Crusaders' six
games during the week.
Godfrey also had no less than
two hits in each contest.
The 5-3 outfielder also
slugged at a .739 clip with
two triples, two RBI and a
pair of stolen bases.
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• S o u t h w e s t Salad...Bed of mixed greens, vegetables, our homemade tortillas, and your choice of crispy chicken,
grilled chicken or shrimp-with salsa and1 sour cream dressing or salsa and ranch,
• Shrimp Scampi...Shrimp sauried with butter and garlic and topped with mozzarella, Monterey jack and cheddar
cheeses then baked. Served with long grain wild rice and your choice of soup or salad.

{
j

• C h o i c e N e w York Strip Chibatta...8oz. Choice New York Strip smothered with grilled onions and
mushrooms, topped with your choice of cheese and served on achibatta roll with steak or seasoned fries.
• C h i c k e n C l u b Wrap...Crispy chicken, ham, bacon, Swiss cheese, American cheese, lettuce, tomato and our
homemade ranch dressing. Served with coleslaw and steak or seasoned fries.
• S a l m o n Alfredo...Fcttuccine noodles with our homemade Alfredo sauce topped with grilled salmon. Served
with your choice of soup or salad.
• Albert's C a j u n Mama.,.8oz. Angus beef burger served Quesadilla style with two tortillas, pepper jack cheese,
grilled onions and mixed peppers. Served with Cajun mayo on the side, homemade chips and salsa. WOW!
• S w e e t and S o u r Wild Wings...Two pork wild wings with sweet and sour sauce served atop a bed of rice and
served with your choice of soup or salad.
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GIRLS CAPSULE SOCCER OUTLOOK
LIVONIA CHURCHILL
Head coach: Dave Hebestreit, sixth year.
League affiliation: Western Lakes Activities Association (Lakes Division).
Last year's overall record: 11-4-4.
Notable losses to graduation: Stephanie Thorn.
Leading returnees: Bailey Brandon, Soph. MF (first-team All-Area; nine
goals, eight assists); Stefanie Turner, Jr. GK (second-team All-Area);
Lindsay Harlow, Jr. Def. (second-team Ail-Area); Alyssa Mira, Soph. MF
(second-team All-Area); Alisha Lussiez, Jr. F; Hannah Otto, Soph. F;
Jessica Stroud, Soph. Def.; Rachel Yarbrough, Sr. MF; Keliie Green, Sr.
Def.; M a m i e Puroli, Jr. F; Kayla Johnson, Soph. MF; Tessa Alien, Soph.
Def.

Champion Knights
The Livonia Knights, coached by Tim J a h n , r e c e n t l y c a p t u r e d t h e girts 16-and-under Michigan A m a t e u r Hockey
Association s t a t e championship w i t h a 1-0 v i c t o r y over Midland. Team members include Renee Wright, w h o
scored t h e game-winning goal; goaltender Nicole Million, Katie Yee, Ashley Rose, Kelsey A r m s t r o n g ,
Mersadeez Mento, Meghan J a h n , Tarrah DeBord, Andrea Slusser, Kim Yaroch, Hailey Tom I in son. Sarah
Gumbleton, Krissy Wood, Brittani Sims, Megan Blaszak, Abbey Woolsey and Tia Caldwell. Assistant coaches
include Scott Yaroch and Scott Tomlinson, while t h e t e a m m a n a g e r is Bill Wood.

Fisher grounds Rockets
BY TIM SMITH
STAFF WRITER

The first game of any season usually isn't one for
the time capsule, and mat was the case Wednesday
afternoon as Redford Thurston defeated host
Westland John Glenn, 5-2, in the opener for both
varsity girls soccer teams.
But despite some inconsistent and'even sloppy
playfromboth squads, the non-conference contest
proved to bring a sigh of relief to Thurston head
coach Jason Brater - simply because he saw that
forward Bernadette Fisher still has what it takes
after missing all of last season with a knee injury. :.
Fisher scored the first and last goals in the match
for the Eagles ¢1-0), who also received goals from
Elaine Nelson, Ashlie Ingold and Nicole Tolentino.
"She's definitely lost a step," said Brater about
Fisher, a senior who scored 25 goals in the 2005
season. "But not as many steps as I think she had
thought or-that LhacLthought. She's still gritty, *.
and she's getting used to the way she can cut, the
way she can move. But she pulled the trigger nicely
on the two goals she scored."
The Rockets (0-1) actually took a quick 1-0 lead
when senior forward Jessica Easter converted a
nice crossing feed from sophomore forward Megan
Nikula (two assists).
But Fisher didn't need long to even the score,
blasting a shot behind starting John Glenn goaltender Lauren Whitt after taking a pass from sophomore midfielder Ashley Bagazinski about nine
minutes into the game.
Thurston added two more goals before halftime,
with sophomore center-midfielder Nelson scoring
on a 25-yard direct kick and Ingold knocking in the
rebound of a chance by junior Erin Cavanagh.
A near miss by Glenn and a goal on the ensuing
rush by Thurston pretty much put the game into
the victory column for the visitors.
The Rockets nearly cut the lead to 3-2 about six
minutes into the second half, when a rising shot by
sophomore Cassandra Gizel clanked off the~ crossbar behind Eagles junior goaltender Megan Schulz
(nine saves).
But less than a minute later, the Eagles opened
up a 4-1 margin as Tolentino chipped the ball into a
wide open cage.
With 26:36 remaining, freshman forward
Ashley Bailey took advantage of a communications
breakdown deep in Thurston's zone and scored.
Thurston's defense limited any dangerous offensive tries by the Rockets from that point on, and
the Eagles added some insurance when Fisher
scored with 5:16 remaining.
On the goal, Fisher received Nelson's through
ball, dashed in on John Glenn freshman goalie
Katie Yax (who played the second half) and lofted a
perfect shot high into the net.

TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

T h u r s t o n s o p h o m o r e Elaine Nelson ( l e f t ) and J o h n
Glenn's Margie Shupe j o s t l e f o r position during
Wednesday's season opener.

According to John Glenn head coach Jerry
Poniatowski, the opener was "kind of disappointing.
"We have a lot of seniors who played together
before," he said, "and they can really move the ball a
lot better" than they showed against Thurston.
"They were allfiredup before the game and then
they came out flat."
Poniatowski said there weren't many positives
out of the game, other than he saw some progress
as the game went on in the area of "getting into the
spaces and knowing what to do. They were executing a little bit better."
Brater, meanwhile, said he would like his team
to sharpen up on defense, do a better job finishing
offensive chances and do away with the kind of
communication problems between goaltender
Schulz and defenders which led to the second
Glenn goal.
"It's the first game," Brater added. "But my only
reservation is the girls have already played together."
t$mitii@honietownlife.com I (734) 953-2106

Promising newcomers: Andrea Lopez, Soph. Def. (transfer from Livonia
Stevenson); Catlie Mack, Soph. F; Megan foumart, Soph. GK; Sam Reamy
Jr. Def.; Lindsay McMulEen, Soph. MF; Emily Clairmont, Soph. MF; Julie
Greco, Soph. MF.
Hebestreit's 2007 season outlook: "This year will be one of reckoning for
us. We came in last year a tittle under the radar and surprised a lot of
people.
Those teams will be ready for us this year, plus we've added some competitive teams to our non-league schedule.
"Furthermore, we play everyone in our division twice this season, which
will make for entertaining return legs between rivals.
"We have become stronger in the last year, as. a majority of the girls
played together in the off-season, but we're still tremendously young. As
everyone knows, there is little that substitutes for experience. Our team
is full of talented players, and if we can play as a team, a lot of nice
things could happen this year.
"This is a fun group to work with and one that is technically and physically gifted, they come to training ready to work and learn."
LIVONIA FRANKLIN
Head coach: Jen Barker, seventh year.
League affiliation: WLAA (Western Division).
Last year's overall record: 8-8-2.
Notable losses to graduation: Jessica Austin (first-team Ail-Area); Mary
Lambert.
Leading returnees: Meghan Horgan, Sr. Def. (second-team All-Area);
Kristine Ostrosky, Sr. Def.; Kelly Roulier, Sr. MF; Diana Brda, Sr. MF; Cassie
LaPrairie, Sr. MF; Jackie Covert, Sr. F; Kelly Powers, Jr. F; Molly Perkins,
Jr. F; Corie Ringe, Jr. F; Melissa Roumayah, Jr. MF; Courtney Smith, Soph.
Def.; Renee Serger, Soph. Def.; Brooke Kilfeen, Soph'. Dei; Sara Ramseyer,
Soph. F.
- ': .
Promising newcomers: Amy McGaughey, Jr. F; Erica Pepper, Jr. GK;
Kelsey Lank, Fr. Def.; Brittany Bourdage, Fr. F.
Barker's 2007 season outlook: "This could prove to be a very interesting
season for us. We've got some new players that we're looking to make an
impact early and some returning players with new roles. With the change
in the conference play, it will be interesting to see how we can adjust for
each game and then readjust, if necessary, for the second time we play a
team.
"We're working hard to find what works for us and we're excited to see
how things will tum out. It's going to take some time to see how we fill
each position, but there are plenty of choices and a variety of playing
styles."
LIVONIA STEVENSON
Head coach: Chris Pinta, sixth year.
League affiliation: WLAA (Lakes Division).
Last year's overall record: 14-5-2.
Titles won last yean Lakes Division champs.
Notable losses to graduation: Kate Howe (first-team All-Area); Ally King
(second-team All-Area); Alana Lavery, Shaina O'Connor, Rachel
Thompson.
,
Leading returnees: Kat Griffith, Sr. F (first-team All-Area, six goals, II
assists); Victoria Slavln, Jr. F (first-team All-Area, 16 goals, nine assists);
Amber Sharp, Jr. Def (second-team All-Area); Jamie Chandler, Sr. Def.;
Mallory Fox, Sr, Def.; Amanda Keedle, Sr. GK; Kaitlyn O'Hara, Sr. MF;
Lyndsey Talon, Sr. MF: Elizabeth Tokarsky, Sr. Def.; Taylor Adkins, Jr. MF;
Stephanie Gutkowski, Jr. MF; Julia Schroeder, Jr. Def.; Brittany Vella, Sr.
GK; Taleen Mergian, Soph. MF.
Promising newcomers: Lauren O'Connor, Sr. MF; Jennifer Gately, Jr. Def.;
Rachel Stevens, Jr. MF; Rachel Simari, Jr. GK; Kayla Kimble, Fr. MF; Molly
McConnell, Fr. MF; Shannon Merritt, Fr. F.
f W s 2007 season outlook: "Losing Howe, King and Lavery definitely
hurt us in the scoring department, and (Shaina) O'Connor had her best
year in goal for us as a senior. However, Slavin and Griffith return to our
forward line and they were very productive last season, leading the team
in goals and assists, respectively, and proving to be two of the best forwards in the conference and state.
"We return a large core of starters to this year's team, and with some
new faces, have what appears to be a pretty deep bench once we all get
healthy.
' We've suffered a couple of early injuries, which has left some question
marks at certain positions. But with the improved returning players, and
some new talent, competition for starting spots is as good as it's ever
been."
Head coach: Jerry Poniatowski, third year.
League affiliation: WLAA (Lakes Division).
Last year's overall record: 3-14-1.
Notable losses to graduation: Melissa Frederick (first-team All-Area keeper); Megan Johnson, Jessika Williams, Melanie Stawkey.
Leading returnees: Sarah Davis, Sr. FB; Jamie Allen, Sr. MF; Joslyn
DeGroot, Sr. MF; Jessica Easter, Sr. F; Justin Easter, Sr. MF; Michelle
Gutkowski, Sr. MF; Margie Shupe, Sr. FB; Cassandra Gizel, Sr. FB-F; Melanie
DeView, Sr. utility; Matilda. Feto, Jr. MF; Stephanie Hornbeck, Jr. MF;
Danielle Levy, Jr. FB; Lauren Whitt, Jr. GK; Kailey Coleman, Jr. FB-MF;
Megan Nikula, Soph. F; Amber Sportsman, Soph. MF-F.
Promising newcomers: Ashley Bagazinski, Soph. MF; Amelia Clark, Soph.
F; Ashley Bailey, Fr. MF-F; Katie Yax, Fr. GK.
Ponlatowski's 2007 season outlook: "We're really going to miss Missy

FROM PAGE B1

And WLAA-Lakes Division
champion Livonia Stevenson,
14-5-2, fell Friday at home to a
strong Ann Arbor Pioneer
squad, 4-0.
The Spartans are led by two
first-team All-Observer performers Kat Griffith, a senior
forward, and Victoria Slavin, a
junior forward, the latter
whom tallied 16 goals and nine
assists.
"Our division and conference
will be tough as always, but I'm
certain we'll be up for the challenge," Stevenson coach Chris
Pinta said. "As always, how

V i c t o r i a Slavin
Stevenson

Kat G r i f f i t h
Stevenson

Bailey Brandon
Churchill

(Frederick), but we feel Lauren (Whitt) and Katie (Yax) can do the job.
"The key to our season is communication. We have to move the ball better and work on finishing,
"We have a lot of people back, which is good in a way because they've
played together for a year. They're good kids, but sometimes they get a
little complacent."
WAYNE MEMORIAL
Head coach: Evan Baker, first year.
League affiliation: WLAA (Western Division).
Last year's overall record: 2-16-1.
Notable losses to graduation: Kelly MacDonald, Becky Sikora, Angle
Jones,
Leading returnees: Danielle Borg, Jr. sweeper (co-captain); Chrissy
Jones, Sr. F (co-captain); Keliie Newsted, Sr! MF; Amanda Vacheresse, Sn
MF; Whitney Jacobs, Jr. Def.; Liz Hardy, Sr. Def.; Chelsey Odom, Sr. Del;
Nickole Jarvis, Jr. GK; Samantha Dye, Soph. F.
Promismg newcomers: Megan Fr. C-MF; Cassie Hardy, Soph. Def.; Kristen
Miller, Soph. Def.; Alicia Jacobs, Fr. F; Jessica Spytko, Soph. MF; Kaylee
Artman, Fr. MF; Monica Kmet, Soph. MF; Lea DeGiusti, Fr. Def.
Baker's 2007 season outlook: "Defensively, it's going to take all 11 players getting behind the ball and playing solid team defense, holding our
shape, and move together as a unit.
"Offensively, we're going to play to our strengths - getting the ball to our
quick outside midfielders and letting them go one-versus-one to the
goal, or serve crosses to our forwards.
"Something 1 learned from coach Tlno Scicluna (at Madonna University)
is that our outside midfielders, who aren't afraid toteke the bail to the
goal when isolated one-on-one, can be a huge scoring threat."
LIVONIA LADYWOOD
Head coach: Brent Petkus, first year.
League affiliation: Catholic League (Central Division).
Last year's overall record: 6-11-4.
Titles won last yean Division 2 district champs.
Notable losses to graduation: Jessica Tuggle, Kathleen Bohrer, Erin
Szczypka, Jackie Suikowski.
Leading returnees: Alison Szczypka, Jr. F-MF (tri-captain; second-team
All-Area); Kaitlyn Vitale, Jr. C-MF (tri-captain); Jessie Benaglio, Sr. Def.
(tri-captain); Erika Doroghazi, Jr. Def.; Sarah Kempa, Jr. Def.-F; Lindsey
Maier, Soph. F; Amanda Field, Jr. MF; Caitlin Szczypka, Soph. MH.
Promising newcomers: Micheie Ring, Soph. GK; Christina Eryoan, Fr. Def.;
Sara Burnosky, Fr. MF; Kristen Schlasky, Jr. MF.
Petkus' 2007 outlook: "Things look very promising even though we have
a lot of young girls. We'll be defensive-minded, but we can counterattack easily.
"Ring was our JV keeper last year. She one of our best players. She's
always in great position, can make big saves and k « T <JS in the ball
game.
"If we have a weakness, it's being able to put the ball in the back of the
net. We'll play our forwards by committee and look for a scorer."
LIVONIA CLARENCEVILLE
.;
Head cdach: Trevor Johnson, first season.
League affiliation: Metro Conference.
Last year's overallrecord:10-9.
Notable losses to graduation: Lisa Rotenheber, Cathryn Gena.
Leading returnees: Amanda Moody, Jr. MF (second-team All-Area);
Chelsea Gregg, Sr. GK-F; Season Belcher, Sr. Def.; Shannon McNeilly, Sr.
Def.; Maflorie Lemon, Sr. Def.; Tori Bunker, Soph. MF; Kaitlyn Schneider, Sr.
Def.; Jordan Fyffe, Soph. MF-F: Mariah McClain, Soph. MF; Crystal Wheeler,
Sr. Def.-F; Jill Brown, Soph. F.
Promising newcomers Kristin Jolly, Fr. F.
Johnson's 2007 outlook: "We have some people back. I have high hopes.
I really don't know much about the conference right how. It will take a
couple of games before the break to get a feel for this team.
"We'll run two forwards and four midfielders. (Amanda) Moody and (Tori)
Bunker will be our best offensive threats, but they'll play from centermidfield. They work well together and Jordan (Fyffe) should be able to
score some goals.
"Chelsea (Gregg) has some schools looking at her. She should have a
good season if. we play good defense in front of her. She should he AllConference."
h: Sam Makkl. first year.
League affiliation: Metro Conference.
Last year's overall record: 3-11-1
Notable losses to graduation: Kayla Noe! and Ange! Day.
Leading returnees: Hannah Kamrath, Sr. MF; Samantha Paul, Sr. MF;
Allyson Yankee, Soph. F; Emma Swartz, Jr. Def.
Promising newcomers: Abigail Gieschen, Soph. C-Def.; Lauren Gieschen,
Soph. F; Brianna Jones, Soph. C-MF; Chelsea Kyles, Soph. GK; Danielle
Voetberg, Soph. Def.; Hannan Mielke, Soph. F-MF; Julieann Thomas, Soph.
F; Megan Fisher, Soph. MF; Ashley Pniewski, Fr. MF; Amber Pniewski, Fr.
MF; Carly Girolamo, Fr. Def.; Emily Meier, Fr. Def.; Lauren Switzer, Fr. C-MF.
Makki's 2007 season outlook: "Our skills need to be developed, but I like
to take a team that's a challenge, and build up their skills.
"What I see is a new team. They haven't played a lot of soccer, but 1 have'
no complaints, i think the attitude is good. They'll work hard and never
give up."

well we come together as a
group will determine how
much we accomplish as a
team."
One team on the upswing is
Livonia Churchill ¢11-4-4),
which returns its coach Dave
Hebestreit (back from a heart
transplant last spring at the
Cleveland Clinic), along 10
starters.
The Chargers are led by
sophomore midfielder Bailey
Brandon, a first-team AllObserver choice.
"I'd like to look ahead, but in
this conference that's a mistake," Hebestreit said. "Our
division (Lakes), and our conference (WLAA), is laden with
talented teams. We will need to

come with our hard hats on
every day during the regular
season."
Livonia Franklin (8-8-2), a;
Western Division member of
the WLAA, will miss first-team
All-Observer Jessica Austin
and goalkeeper Mary Lambert,
but return a slew of players led
by senior defender Meghan *
Horgan.
"I'm anxious to see what we
can produce and I know that; ;
we will find our successes,"
Franklin coach Jen Barker . - .
said. "We're looking to find
what will work for us early, and
then build off of that to
improve on last year's record.":
bemons@oe.homecomm.net I (734) 953-2123

Not your typical bank!

CIRCLE CHECKING'

To open a CD, visit your nearest branch or call 1-877-TOP-RATE.
Member FDIC. Ail accounts and services subject to individual approval. Annual Percentage Yield (APV) is accurate as of this publication date. 5.20% APY applies to either the 11-month or 15-month term. Limited-time offer may be withdrawn at any time. This offer cannot be combined with any other CD offer. Circle Checking Account with $50 minimum opening
deposit is required. Other rates and terms availabla. Minimum opening term deposit $1,000. Penalty for early withdrawal. See a banker for details and deposit Insurance coverage limitations. Offer vafid only in Michigan and Ohio. To qualify for this offer, you must open or have a personal checking account at Charter One and be enrolled In Everyday Points when
you open a Circle Gold or Circle Certificate of Deposit. You must also have an open personal checking account at Charter One and be enrolled in Everyday Points through July 31,2007. This offer is limited to one 3,500 Everyday Points certificate of deposit reward per household. Offer can he combined with a rewards offer for opening a money market and/or savings
account but cannot be combined with any other offers. Existing customers qualify - see a banker for details. Points are valid for three years from award date, and may be redeemed through the Everyday Points catalog available in branch or online at www.charterone.com. Point redemption values subject to change. Your checking account must be enrolled in
Evervdav Points at the time the points are used to be eiiplble. Refer to the Everyday Points cataioa for additional terms and conditions. This limited-time offer is subject to chanae and mav be withdrawn at any time. All accounts and services are subject to individual approval, See a banker for details. Value ofbonus will be reported to the IRS for tax purposes.
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This is an excellent question! \nd it's
one that doesn't come with an easy
answer. But here goes ... adolescence is
a time when you are working on
forming your own identity. Deciding
who you are or what you want to be like
is uncharted territory and can be scary.
Sometimes, our self-esteem hits an alltime low because of this uncertainty
and fear. And when we're not feeling
great about ourselves, sometimes the
desire to feel better consumes our
thoughts and our actions. As a result,
we do things to try to make us feel
better and one of these things is to
"improve" our looks. Who hasn't felt
better after a great haircut or buying
some awesome clothes? Unfortunately,
another way people try to make
themselves feel better is by putting
other people down,
criticizing them, or
even taunting them in
a bullying way. And
when you really think
about it, who wants to
be the on the receiving
end of a bully? So, we
try our best to look
"perfect" to avoid
being humiliated. All
of these things, along
with TV and movies
glamorizing an
Monica
impossible state of
Fulton
perfection, work
c
'
together and
contribute to teens
being worried about their looks. In the
end it doesn't really matter what
anybody else thinks ... if you're happy
with who you are, others will be too!
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Cold Fusion (ieft) aka Emelia Emerson of Redford, mixes it up with Sass Knuckles aka Genevieve Harrison of Roseviile.
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It sounds like you have a lot of
responsibility! Taking care of a sick
parent is hard on so many levels. I'm
sure you're worried about your mom.
your future, school, work, friends ...
being worried causes stress. And if we
don't deal with stress, stress deals with
us! Make sure to set aside time to enjoy
doing something you like ... find some
alone time to listen to music, call a
friend, draw, write in a journal, or pla;
video games. If you don't take care of
yourself emotionally, you won't be able
to balance your responsibilities. We
have a saying" at my house: "If the
lifeguard goes down, the whole pool is
in trouble." So, after you set time aside
for taking care of yourself, I
recommend keeping a planner and
recording your work schedule, your
school deadlines, any doctor
appointments your mom needs to go to,
and the time you've set aside for you. By
writing down your commitments,
appointments, and responsibilities your
brain won't have to work overtime to
remember everything. It will just need
to remember to tell you to look in your
planner. Most importantly, find
someone to talk to on a regular basis
about how you're feeling. A counselor,
trusted adult, church pastor, or
someone at school can help by listening
to your concerns and giving you a safe
place to talk about the feelings you're
struggling with.

SV SHARON DA8GAY
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Dean
Cassar
talks about
the aid he
received
from the
Women's
Resource

Center to
help him
continue
his
schooling

in the
Monica Fulton is the supervisor of the Family
Resource Center in Garden City, working on
youth and family problems. She can be reached
by e-mail at monicafultondsbcglobal.net.

A.tiw xou lk!\i b) be ii'oh ius.kiite."
Most of the original members who
founded Detniit Derby Girls (DDG;
league i\w,y; nr.^ ago didn't even
ro'ter sk:vk-\ let alone knew -uv^hin.M ahon* 'ilhng correct!} or scnmma&ing on s\hec;-.
Krui. known as "Ima Wrecker" when she skates with
her DDG team, the D--Punk Aihstars, n\ Masonic Temple
in Detroit, had roller-skated as a hobby, but hadn't
competed b.'f.,re she and others formed the- league.
When Eimetia Emerson, '}-K of Kedford joined nearly
two years ago. .-.he was more familiar wifh dance skating, being "in synch" with a partner and looking graceful on the hardwood floor.
Dexterity, speed and good communication with teamPLEASE SEE DERBY, C3

Do you think it will be easy at all to get a job
if you don't go to college?
Unwritten Future
Garden City

The times have definitely changed.
Many of our parents were able to find a
job with the auto companies right out
of high school. Those jobs provided a
good living for their families. However,
those types of jobs are disappearing and
the job market is shifting. I think
college is important, but it's not for
everyone. At the very least, I think
continued education in a trade school
or business school is going to be needed
if people are going to find jobs to
support the kind of life they want to
live. However, a college education will
open more doors for you. It's important
to do what you love, so make sure to
take the time find out what it is you love
to do!

.<->> -^. -i-d -<-h v.im„i .. «*nee

nursing
program at
Schoolcraft
College.

Dean Cassar refers to the staff of the Women's
Resource Center as his guardian angels. Cassar- spoke
about his experiences on Tuesday night during the
annual Spaghetti Dinner and Wine Glow to raise funds
for the center at Schoolcraft College. The proceeds go
toward scholarships for students in need.
Cassar was in the process of returning to school to
change careers when he was laid off from his job in the
audio-visual field. His wife, Julie, was pregnant with
their third child at the time.
"They paid for all my classes and books," said Cassar
of Redford. Cassar is nearly halfway through completing a two-year nursing program at the college in
Livonia. "I didn't have to worry about how to pay for
PLEASE SEE DINNER, C2

PHOTOS BY TOM HOFFMEYER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Women's Resource Center Director Nancy K^Swanborg gives;
her report on the organization's 2006 highlights and plans lor
2007 during the annual Spaghetti Dinner scholarship fund-.|
raiser at Schoolcraft College Monday night. •-- -~ ---^,::--¾
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rforming arts recital
BY LlfJDA ANIJ CKOMIN
STAFF WRITER

' When Vickie Kimler goes
looking for talent in the community, she doesn't stop at
Farmington and Farmington
Hills but reaches out to dancers
and singers in West Bloomfield,
Troy, Southfield, and Pontiac.
On Saturday, March 31, they'll
gather for a performing arts
recital at the Farmington Family
YMCA of Metropolitan Detroit

on the corner of 12 Mile and
Farmington roads. Curtain time
is 3 p.m.
Tickets are $5 at the door.
Children under age 12 are free.
The sixth annual recital raises
money for the Strong Kids
Campaign to provide funding for
those who cannot afford the Y
programs and camps. For more
information, call Don
Deisenroth (248) 553-40210,
ext 106.
Several of the dancers are

r
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from Kimler's class at the Y
where students learn to create
dance steps with a basic instructional format. The movements
are based on the musical inspiration of the moment. No previous
dance experience is required.
"The concert is called Segue!,"
said Vickie Kimler, artistic director and dance instructor. Kimler
is a Farmington Hills resident.
'We'll have ballet soloists, a
variety of acts and we're bringing
in outside people. We're finding

SommercwC^testoration

§ Custom <0ri<£ °PPor£
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882 York St. • Plymouth, MI 48170
Chimneys & Porches Repaired and Rebuilt
Tuck Pointing & All Other Brick Work
Natural & Cultured Stone Installation

10% Discount
to any job scheduled before
April 1st, 2007

Free Estimates
Licensed and insured

this." Instead, Cassar was able to
concentrate on making the
Dean's List and earning a
Michigan Nursing Scholarship
from the state. He now works
part time at Garden City
Hospital while going to school.
Cheryl Hagen, dean of student
services at Schoolcraft College,
says that's why "the dinner is
very important."
"Talk about the transformational experience, it's right before
your eyes," said Hagen.

1 »

Arthritis Today
JOSEPH J . WEISS, M.D. RHEUMATOLOGY

18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152
Phone: (248) 478^7860

DOUBLE TROUBLE FOR THE KNEES
Rheumatoid arthritis atone brings enough probiems. The condition causes
undue fatigue and as a result'of strain brings on aching to the muscle's and
tendons surrounding rheumatoid joints. In addition the presence of rheumatoid •
arthritis in a knee creates a risk for osteoarthritis in the same joint.
What happens is that the inflammation of rheumatoid arthritis causes the other
elements of the knee to lose their strength and resiliency. The cartilage that covers
the bone is then more liable to develop frays and tears. Over time this wear brings
on osteoarthritis.
if you note pain in your knees, you cannot conclude your rheumatoid arthritis
is out of control, and you need a change in your therapy. The possibility exists
that you are experiencing a second condition, osteoarthritis, which calls for a
different approach.
Your doctor keeps this possibiiity in mind. He confirms this alternative
diagnosis by taking fluid from the knee, when possible, and analyzing the
specimen. Osteoarthritis fluid has a different composition from rheumatoid
arthritis fluid. Another way of confirming osteoarthritis is a standing x-ray of the
knee. The x-ray picture of osteoarthritis differs sufficiently from a rheumatoid
knee, to permit an accurate diagnosis.
With this information, the doctor can decide if you need more rheumatoid
medication or a different therapy. If you have superimposed osteoarthritis, the
treatment is joint aspiration and a medication such as acetaminophen for pain.
www.drjjweiss.yourmd.com

Laura Stanton didn't even
know how to turn on a computer
when she enrolled in WRC's
CHIPS program to learn basic
skills. In addition to financial
assistance, the center provides a
variety of programs for women
and men in transition. Stanton
was a recently divorced mother
of four children. Today she is the
Project and Volunteer coordinator for Michigan Campus
Compact AmeriCorps Vista, the
domestic version of the Peace
Corps. She graduated in 2005
with a liberal arts degree and
now works with students on
campus.
"I was petrified," said Stanton,
who eventually became a tutor
for the CHIPS program.
"Today I work to get students
involved in community service

the hidden talents in people in
the community.
"We'll also have Y employees,
several pianists, solo dancers,
and one of the dances is a reading from The Cat in the H a t
Miss Oakland County Kelly
Zander is going to perform a tap
solo, Shout and Feel It, from The
Swing Kids. And members of the
Finnish American Singers perform two German canons."
Vickie Kimler (right front row) works with students rehearsing for the annual
Farmington Family YMCA dance recital.

lchominilhometownlife.com I (734) 953-2145

projects. It's a very exciting job."
Unfortunately her position
expires in July, but Stanton is
undaunted. The Dearborn
woman is working on a business
administration and leadership
degree at Concordia College.
Daughter Jessica Stanton
admires her mom. The 21-yearold Schoolcraft student was also
assisted by the WRC.
"My mom is definitely the
family role model," said Jessica,
who's in her second year of
studying office information systems. Jessica received WRC
scholarships for tuition and
books.
Nancy Swanborg and her
WRC staff are always there for
students in need - female and
male. During the program,
Swanborg proudly spoke of the
beginnings of the center in 1974
to one of the newest programs to
encourage girls in high school to
go on to college.
Although the final figures
won't be in for a couple of weeks,
all 432 tickets were soldforthe
event. New this year was a raffle
of baskets which brought in even
more money for the center.
'All students are welcome at
WRC " said Swanborg, director
of the Women's Resource Center.
Mary Bloedel of Livonia was
able to land a job as a secretary
to the director of counseling at
Schoolcraft College after receiving assistance from the WRC. In
fall 2000 she started the CHIPS
computer skills course offered
through the center.

'After my first semester I knew
I wanted to get a degree," said
Bloedel, who earned an associate's degree in office administration at Schoolcraft. "The CHIPS
program gives students the confidence they need, the ability. We
worked on career, personal and
physical skills. It builds a friendship and camaraderie with the
group. I'm still in contact with
some of the women."

TRANSFORMING LIVES
Thanks to money raised by the
dinner, WRC was able to provide
420 students with 545 scholarships and grants during the
2005-06 academic year. A total
of 126 of the 2005-06
Schoolcraft graduates were
funded through the WRC at
some point
Faye Schuett, English professor and faculty director of the
Honors Program, has been coming to the dinner ever since she
began teaching at Schoolcraft
College 15 years ago.
'WRC was one of the selling
points of the college. The dinner
raises money for students to
come back to school," said
Schuett of Farmington. "I'm
moved by the way education
transforms lives. It's a wonderful
testimony to individual courage
and what a little bit of money
and personal attention can do. It
takes a lot of courage to go back
to school."
Linda Burnett has been coming to the dinner for 15 years as
well. She and Schuett were

among a group of friends sharing a table.%arbara Fried, a
Livonia resident and retired
Detroit schools teacher, was
attending for the first time,
"The food's great and I love
hearing the stories " said Burnett,
a geologist from Farmington.
" "It's a great cause."

SUCCESS STORIES
Bloedel, Stanton and Terri
Lamb were among the student
success stories featured in a
video during'the program portion of the dinner. Lamb donned
her math super hero cape for a
light-hearted segment A
Pinckney resident, Lamb was a
student and tutor in the college's
Radcliff Center in Garden City in
the 1990s. At the time she was
going through a divorce and was
a single mom with three children.
The WRC helped pay for her
books and classes. She is now a
math specialist in the learning
center and remarried. She
earned two associate's degrees
from Schoolcraft and abachelor's degree in math from
Eastern Michigan University.
"They were very supportive,"
said Lamb. "Marlene (Kershaw)
and Faye (Driscoll) were always
there, and Nancy Swanborg, in
that tough time I was going
through."
For more information about
the Women's Resource Center,
call (734) 462-4443.
lctiomin@hometownlife.com I (734} 953-2145
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View Special Savings
Thru March 31 st At
www.dollhospital.com
FREE Playmobil Egg ($4.99 Value)
With Store Purchases Of $25 or More Details In Store.
I i Doll Hospital & Toy Soldier Shop
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EXPERIENCING INFERTILITY?

THEATRBNSEMBLE

Free P a t i e n t Seminar:
Learn more about your options from the experts right here at home.
Our success rates make it even easier to realize your dream of parenthood
\ttpnd our FREE seminar to explore the many treatment options
d\ dilable. By attending, you will receive a free one on one consult
with the physician at his office. This offer is good for 6 months.
Seminar speaker: F. Nicholas Shamma, M.D.
Thursday, April 26 * 7-9 pm
Location: Courtyard By Marriott
42700 Eleven Mile Road • Novi, MI 48375
RSVP: 734-434-4766

SOMETHING WICKED THIS WAY COMES

IVF M i c h i g a n
Recognized Leaders in the Treatment of Infertility
www.Midwestivf.com

11J j , ]4

J- 734-422-3440

Your choice of 2 sides, soi ^Dit'Eiri
saiad, potatoes, vegetable S CARRY-OUT

*V 7300 N. Merriman

Must purchase 2 beverages.
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ERECTILE DYSFUNCTION (ED/
"When the Magic Pill Isn't So Magic"
This is a F8EE SEMINAR sponsored by Cofopi;
to educate men and their partners about an ad'
DRUG FREE treatment for impotence.
Fi'timnttg:

John Fredrick Harb M.I)
A Board Certified Urologist specializing
m die treatment of ED.

'

Akt} featuring;

A patient who permanently corrected h

March 3 0 , 3 1 &
Frl. 6 - 9 , S a t . 9-5,

i. 11-4

Wednesday, March, 28
RYWlllfAM SHAI^jSPEARE
ADAPTED A N D DIRECTED B Y I O H N MANFREDI

MEADOW BROOK THEATRE
MARCH 2 1 S T - APRIL I S T H
WWW.MBTHEATRE.COM

248-377-3300

space donated by The Observer & Eccentric Newspapers

Presentation begins,/s 12;ftQp.m.

Location of Seminar:
St. .Mary .Mercy Hospital
Marian Professional Bklg,
36475 Five Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48154

a l Hillside Middle S c h o o l
8 Mile Rd. at Sheldon/Center St.
NORTHVILLE
Admission $2.00

10

Wo Baby Strollers, Please
To reserve your space or for more
information about this FREE seminar,
please call Steve Achonan at
(800) 788-0293 «tt: 8574
. 41
800-525-8161 «

/

"«**t

Promoters: Megan O'Sullivan &
Colleen OlSulIivan
P.O. Box 8 7 4 4 4 • Canton, MI 48187
(734) 459-0050
handcraftersunltd@Vahoo.com
www.handcraftersunlimited.com

www.hometownEifQ.com

DETROIT DERBY GIRLS
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Detroit Pistoffs, Devil's Night
Dames and Pistol Whippers.

V 1- 1

*

Members from each team
make up the DDG Travel
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Team.
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Members: About 60, with

• Ages: Range is from 18 to
40-plus.
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Team practice builds roller derby skills.

Positions: Jammers earn

points for their team.by
passing members of the
opposite team; blockers try
April 2] -D-Funk Allstars vs

jammer from passing
through the pack of skaters;
and pivots are blockers one from each team - who
skate at the front of the
pack, leading its speed.
•

Essentials: $30 monthly

dues; annual $35 fee to USA
Rollersports (for insurance);
skates, helmet, elbow and
knee pads, wrist guard,
mouth guard, practice clothing and bout uniform.
• Commitment: Average 1215 hours weekly with
Monday/Wednesday practice
at Riverside Arena in
Livonia; volunteering and
committee work for the nonprofit organization; competing at scheduled times.
•

Who's skating:

FROM PAGE CI

to prevent the opponent's

In training: Women who

try out and are accepted
into training can expect to
spend about 12-14 weeks
learning the ropes. They
must pass a basic skills
skating test before being
allowed to scrimmage.
• Web sites: www.detroitderbygirls.com for more
information on the teams,
trying out and volunteering

mates is more important to her
now as a derby skater.
"I'm a blocker," said
Emerson, who's married and
has a 13-year-old daughter. "I
like being a blocker. You need
to be really comfortable with
knowing what's going on
behind you, because t h e action
is always coming u p behind
you. You need to be able to
move at t h e last minute. And
you have to be able to b e good
at taking hits and giving hits."
Emerson skates with t h e
DDG team, The Pistol
Whippers, under the n a m e
"Cold Fusion." The moniker is
a a tip of the h a t to h e r career
as a science teacher a n d g r a d
student working toward a masters degree in multidisciplinary
science at Wayne State
University.
If she and other skaters
make t h e game look easy, it's
because they spend "a lot of
time practicing" and learning
how to fall in order to minimize injuries.
"It took us seven or eight
months before we even started
scrimmaging," recalled Jody
O'Neill of Ypsilanti, aka "Crash
Baby," and one of the League's
founders. "There were 10 or 11
leagues in existence around the
country and we e-mailed them
and they started giving us
advice on how to get started.
"We h a d no money. Practice
space was expensive a n d we
had a hard time getting it."

for the DDG staff;
www.wftda.com for more on
the Women's Flat Track
Roller Derby Association.

The group has come a long
way in two years. Now into its
second competitive season,
DDG consist;, of/bur u-ams

Detroit Pistoffs
May 12 - The Pistolwhippers
vs Devil's Night Dames
June 2 - Detroit Pistoffs vs
Devil's Night Dames
June 23 - The
Pistolwhippers vs D-Funk
Allstars
July 21-DDG 2007
Championship Bout
When: Bouts start at 8 p.m.
Where: Masonic Temple,
500 Temple in downtown

Detroit
Cost: $15, children under
age 12 free
Buy tickets: In advance at
www.startickets.com
that challenge each other from
late February through July at
Masonic Temple in downtown
Detroit and a travel team that
goes head to head with other
members of the Women's Flat
Track Roller Derby Association
throughout t h e country. Two
coaches run t h e women
through demanding skill exercises, endurance skates and
practice scrimmages every
Monday and Wednesday night
at Riverside Arena in Livonia.
Referees make sure the games
are played according to the
rules and volunteers — including the skaters -- staff everything from penalty box timekeepers to publicity to merchandise sales.
DDG is part of a new wave
of all-women roller derby
leagues that have steadily
grown in membership and fans.

over the past few years. Most
teams compete on flat tracks,
unlike their coed predecessors
who skated on banked floors in
the 1950s and 60s. Many
leagues are grass roots and
non-profit. Broken bones,
bruises and t h e occasional
fight are real, as opposed to
staged confrontations of roller
derby in the early 1070s.
"We are a sport and all of us
treat it as a sport," said Donna
Malchie of Farmington, aka
"Vicious Vixen," a member of
DDG's D-Funk Allstars team.
"We practice and train hard for
our bouts. The outcome is
never fixed. Everything is very
real. But anger and grudges
stay "on the track."
Members say the atmosphere is friendly, even though
teams compete against each
other. Heidi Hillenbrand, 23,
of Clawson, says being a
Detroit Derby Girl skater "is
like having 6 0 sisters."
"It's like a sisterhood. They
accept you in and it's really
fun/' said Hillenbrand, who
graduated from Rochester
Adams High School in 2001.
Hillenbrand works as a web
designer in Southfield and
skates under t h e name, "Addy
Mantium" for Devil's Night
Dames.
NAMES WITH ATTITUDE
Skaters register their names
with the Women's Flat Track
Roller Derby Association and
must get permission before
using a name that's similar to
one already in use. Laura
Hinojosa, a Ferndale resident
who grew u p in Livonia, calls
herself "Vega Vendetta" when
she skates with the D-Funk
Allstars and the DDG Travel
Team.
"I lo\e spurts," said Kinojosa,
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FOOT AND ANKLE

PAIN?

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Vicious Vixen aka Donna Malchie, of Farmington Hills, laces her skates for
the practice.
who works as an art director at
an agency in Bloomfield Hills.
"I was in softball before I
joined derby. Derby took over
because softball became boring."
Hinojosa, who joined the
league in April 2005, likes t h e
speed and excitement of roller
derby. As a jammer, she weaves
in and around t h e pack of
skaters, trying to score points
for h e r team while dodging the
opponent's blockers. She's a
moving target on the track.
"All the girls are my friends. I
love t h e exercise," she noted.
"The outfits are great — part
fashion and part sport."
Most teams wear short skirts
with shorts underneath, short
sleeve shirts or tank tops, fishnets or socks.
O'Neill said an attendance
policy and dues requirement
tend to screen out potential
members who "are most likely

to get hurt because they're here
just to look cute."
The league requires all
potential members to pass a
basic skills skating test after
12-14 weeks of practice before
they are allowed to scrimmage.
Newcomers also learn how to
fall correctly so they're less
likely to break bones or bruise.
Members stress t h a t joining
Detroit Derby Girls requires a
big commitment.
"If you're going to play on a team you have t o come to practice. And you have to join a
committee," Krul noted.
"I like it because I like team
sports. I've m e t a lot of great
people. It's good exercise and
it's rim.
"I think it's a positive thing
for women to have their own
team sport. We're strong
women and we're a good role
model for girls."

Big Enough To Be Prolli^^ial,
Small Enough To BelPSpiwLl.
Residential
Commercial
licensed

(1 Block Hast of Inkster)
Cafe
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Schedule Your Spring Fertilizing Today To SAVE BIG!

FREE* Gift With Every Estimate!

www.nationwidefootandaBkIecare.com

^Limited Time Offer • One Free Gift Per Household

YOU'RE OUR TOP PRIORITY!
• Diabetic & Senior
C i t i z e n F o o t Care
• H e e l Fain • I n g r o w n N a i l s • Fractures • S p r a i n s
• Bunions • Hammertoes
• Sports Injuries
« Leg Cramps • N u m b n e s s
er
• U l c e r s & W o u n d Care
Treatments
0
Arthritis • I n f e c t i o n s
OVER 20 YEARS SERVING YOUR COMMUNITY

• Liquid & Granular Fertilization
• Tree & Shrub Fertilization

IUKPK0.

I
Dr. Randy Bernstein
S
•

s
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Tree & Shrub

•a

TIRI-PRO
$

Fertilizing Application 11

Aeration

W

m

Request an Estimate

734.699.0010

Online at:

www.turfproincfertilizer.COni

a Leg
Summer

Residential and Business Available

A professional service that supports HOMEOWNERS, RENTERS and in some
cases SMALL BUSINESSES, by removing your filled trash receptade/s and
recycle bin from the outdoor place of storage and sets them out to the curb the
day before trash day. And once they've been emptied, returning the containers
back to the original place of storage on the day they've been emptied.
This service is provided at the very low cost of only $3 PER WEEK for a
period of 13, 26 or 52 weeks. So before the next time you want the trash taken

1 (888) 4 U WE CAN
4 8

9 3 2 2 6

Mon.-Fri. 9am-6pm • Sat. 10am-6pm •. Visit our website at www.can2curb.com
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Jeffrey H. Miller, M.D.
~ Board Certified ~
19900 Haggerty Road
Suite 101 • Livonia

734-838-1226
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www.AVtherapies.com
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"Detroit's Top Docs
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Don't Worry About It, It's Always Our Turn.
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Excludes X-Rays, Lab Tests, & Treatment

• Physically Challenged • Seniors
• If You Just Have No Time • No More Family Feuding
• Small Business Owners

. Prepaid Five Application
Fci
i I Fertilizing Program

Lawn

Foot Exam & Consultation
BOARD CERTIFIED IN FOOT SURGERY • FELLOW, AMERICAN COLLEGE OF FOOT & ANKLE SURGEONS

• Organic Programs *
• Core Aeration

Before

AFTER

Why
Vein

Advanced
Therapies?

• Covered by most
insurances
• State-of-the-art
treatments
• Quick, office-based
procedures
• Virtually pain-free
• Minimal downtime
• No general anesthesia
• No scars
• No Stripping!
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Sweet! Fruit has
healthy benefits
in its own league

New breed of health club
Fitness
Specialist
Cristina
Noble
checks
Tom
Cetnar's
blood
pressure.
Cetnar is
a Livonia
resident.

Allison from Lake Orion has been hearing about the benefits
of pomegranate juice and e-mails for more Information on its
emerging popularity.

Allison, pomegranates are not as well-known as their
fruity counterparts, but when it
comes to healthy benefits they are in
a league of their own! Studies now
confirm that the juice reduces LDL,
bad cholesterol, and that is just for
starters. Just 8 ounces of
pomegranate juice per day reduced
high blood pressure by 5 percent in
some test subjects. Infeet,the juice
mimicked the eflects of some
Peter's
hypertension drugs.
Principles
Lake tea, pomegranate juice is
packed with cancer-fighting
Peter
antioxidants called polyphenols. It's
Nielsen
also low in calories, about 140 in an
eight ounce glass. One ofthe most
widely marketed pomegranate juice products is called
POM Wonderful. It has no added sugars and comes
in a variety offlavors.It is not cheap, but well worth
the price. Whole pomegranatefruitis also a delicious
addition to your healthy diet strategy!

Botsford Hospital opens
fitness center based
on medical model
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
STAFF WRITER

odd Lipa's in the prevention business so it makes sense
that he should set an example when it comes to fitness.
When the opportunity recently arose to bid on a six-month
membership to the Botsford Center for Health Improvement,
Lipa was determined to win. He had put on a few pounds
since playing football at Farmington High School.
Botsford Hospital's new medically based health club offers
a proactive approach tofitnessand wellness. lipa hopes to be
in shape by fall to launch a healthy kids program in conjunction with Botsford Hospital in Farmington. As director of
youth and family services for Farmington/Farmington Hills
Special Services, Lipa's worked for the last 11 years to help
kids make better lifestyle choices.
"I run after school programs infivedifferent buildings for
250 to 300 kids per day," said Lipa, 48. "I coachfootballat
Power Middle School and noticed last fall it was a little more
difficult"

T

Randy from Port Huron is a longtime smoker who wants to
know the life span for folks who manage to kick the habit En
middle age.

Randy I did the research and in this case it is never
too late to get a nicotine-free new lease on life! Most
studies now show that long-term smokers lose up to
10 years off their lives depending on how much they
smoke and for how long. An interesting study out of
Oxford University highlights the importance of
quitting regardless of your age.
The studyfollowed35,000 doctors over the course of
50 years. As I just mentioned, the long-term smokers
died an average of 10 years sooner than their
nonsmoking colleagues. But the study also shows that
quitting can put years back onto your life expectancy.
Quitting between the ages of 30 and 60 can add
anywherefromthree to 10 years backtoexpected life
span.
life expectancy has increased dramatically over the
last century, but that trend does not hold trueforfolks
who insist on making smoking a part of their lives!
If you have a health or fitness question you would like answered
in the Observer S Eccentric Newspapers, e-mail Peter through his
Web site www.peternielsen.com. Contact him at Peter Nielsen's
Personal Training Club in West Bloomfield or Nieisen's Town
Center Health Club in Southfield.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

The facility contains an aquatics center with a lap pool where AquaFit aerobics
is taught and a 92-degree therapy pool for low intensity exercise.

1 appreciated the health assessment. It gave me a good
indication of my upper and lower body strength, Uood pressure.
I work out on the treadmill, stepper machines and bikes. I have
overall better health. It's comfortable and relaxing/
ToddUpa

ASSESSING HEALTH
Lipa arrives at 6:30 a.m. three mornings a weektowork
out; alternating between cardiovascular and strength training
equipment. Two evenings per week he spends time in the
pool. The routine was prescribed especially for Lipa after a
fitness assessment which included a health history. A second
appointment orients members to the equipment. Afterward,
certified health specialists and physiologists are available to
answer questions during workouts.
"I appreciated the health assessment," said Lipa. "It gave
PLEASE SEE BOTSFORD, C5

Michigan Eye Doctor Helps
Legally Blind Woman to See Again
Dr. Sheldon Smith
helps those with low
vision to enjoy daily
activities like reading
and driving.
By Elena Lombardi
Low vision is defined as vision that cannot be corrected
with regular prescription
glasses or contact lenses. For
most people, low vision
means they cannot drive or
do daily activities like reading
a newspaper. With specialized treatment people with
low vision can get back to
doing the things they enjoy.
Michigan Optometrist, Dr.
Sheldon Smith helps people
who have lost vision from
macular degeneration and
other eye conditions. Just
like looking through a pair of
field glasses or binoculars,
telescopic glasses make
things look bigger, closer,
and much easier to see.

"Many of my patients
consider me the last
chance to help their vision," states Dr. Smith.
Macular degeneration is the
most common eye disease
among the senior population.
Twenty five percent of people over 65 years of age have
some degree of degeneration. When the macula, a
small part of the retina, degenerates it leaves a blind
spot right in the center of vision making it hard to recognize faces, read a book, or
pass the driver's vision test.
The cause of macular degeneration is unknown. However, it has been shown that

Dr. Smith's Patient with Bioptic Telescopes for Driving.
UV light from the sun,
smoking, poor nutrition and
aging are contributing factors. In addition, 15% to
20% of macular degeneration cases have been shown
to be genetic.
"People don't know that
there are experienced doctors who can help them
with low vision care," says
Dr. Smith. "My job is to
figure out anything and
everything possible to help
a person see at the best
level possible."
Valerie Bassett, 79, a music
teacher and church organist
from Essexville, Michigan
was turning down music
students because she could
not see the music from the
teacher's position.
Dr.
Smith fit Valerie with telescopic glasses with an adaptor to read music. "Now I
use my glasses to participate in worship service,
sing hymns and read the
bible. I can read music. It's
wonderful to be able to see
again. I have a new lease
on life!" says Valerie.
Paid Advertisement

There are as many low vision devices as there are various activities.
Bioptic
telescopes help some people
continue driving, while special prismatic glasses can
help for reading and other
hobbies. Devices range in
price from $500 to $2,500.
"Every situation is unique.
Each person's level of vision varies and every patient has different desires,"
states Dr. Smith. "Our ultimate goal is getting patients doing those things
they most wish to do. The
impact on quality of life
and independence is remarkable."
Dr. Smith has offices in
Livonia, St. Clair Shores
and the Lansing area. To
see if low vision care can
help you or your loved one
call Dr. Smith today at Suburban Low Vision.

1-877-677-2020
For more Information g o t o

suburbaneyecare.com
or ialvs.com

Member FDIC. Offer available in Ml and Toledo, OH, area only, To qualify for this offer, you must open or have a personal checking account at Charter One and be enrolled in Everyday
Points by March 31,2007. fteraive 5,000 Everyday Points, valued at $25, If you meet these conditions, enroll in online banldng and pay at least three bills from this account by April 30,
2007. Receive 5,000 Everyday Points, valued at $25, if you establish a monthly Steady Save transaction, with which you must transfer a minimum of $10 at least once per month from
this account to any of your Charter One savings or Money Market Accounts (other than a Passbook Savings Account) by April 30,2007. Offers may be combined with each other but
cannot be combined with any other offers. Each $25 wilt be awarded in the form of 5,000 Everyday Points and can be used for your reward selection. Existing customers who do not
currently use Steady Save or Online Bill Pay may also qualify - see a bankerfor details. Points are valid for three years from award date and may be redeemed for a gift card to our
merchants or merchandise in our Everyday Points catalog, available In branch or online at www.cbarterone.com. Point redemption values subject to change. $25 Everyday Points
annual membership fee for Green Checking9 customers. For Green Checking customers, an additional 3,000 points will be credited to your account and can be used to pay the annual
membership fee for the first year. Your checking account must be enrolied in Everyday Points at the time the points are used to bs eligible. Refer to the Everyday Points catalog for
additional terms and conditions. ATM/Debit Card required tor online banking. This limited-time offer is subject to change and may be withdrawn at any time. All accounts and services
are subject to individual approval. See a banker for details.
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me a good indication of my
upper and lower body strength,
blood pressure.
"I work out on the treadmill,
stepper machines and bikes. I
have overall better health. It's
comfortable and relaxing."
Monica Pagels leads a tour
through BCHI pointing out the
more than 70 new pieces of
equipment, aerobics center with
floating floor to reduce joint
strain, sauna, and aquatics center with a lap pool where
AquaFit aerobics is taught and
a 92-degree therapy pool for
low intensity exercise.
The area previously housed
Botsford's Total Rehabilitation
and Athletic Conditioning
Center (TRACC) which has
since moved to another building in the complex on Grand
River, west of Haggerty in Novi.
After six months of renovation, BCHI's 30,000 square feet
boast an indoor walking track
and rooms for group exercise
classes for yoga, tai chi, pilates,
and spinning. Group exercise B
room is bare except for the balls
used in classes to strengthen the
core.
A fitness class for seniors and
others unable to participate in
standing exercise also takes
place here. Classes occur every
day but Sunday.
Membership is less than S60
a month and includes classes. A
variety of services are offered at
an extra cost including consultation with a registered dietitian, massage therapy, and
assistance for those unable to
exercise independently.
"There's no reason for them
not to be successful. We keep
them reaching their goals," said
Pagels, manager of BCHI and
an exercise physiologist.
"We talk to members daily
about lifestyle changes and refer
them to a registered dietitian
for weight management and
sports nutrition."
BCHI was a dream conceived
more than 18 years ago, according to Jay Berry, director of the
Botsford Wellness Complex
which includes BCHI, TRACC,
and the Botsford Center for
Lifestyle Management for diabetes management.

"We saw a need with TRACC
for people who would finish
with rehabilitation and say now
what," said Berry. "Hospital
administrator Steve Faine was
one of the administrators pushing for the center, saying wouldn't it be great if a there was a
wellness center, a preventative
process.
"Over the years, the environment has changed. The medical
community realizes it has to be
preventive especially with rising
health care costs. The question
was how do you teach people to
take care of themselves."
Deidra Jarmon knew she
"needed to do something" when
her physician prescribed medications for high blood pressure
and cholesterol levels more
than one year ago. On Jan. 6,
she started comingtoBCHI
four to five times a week before
heading to work at Blue Care
Network in Southfield. In addition to walking on a treadmill,
Jarmon takes classes including
AquaFit and she's set up an
appointment for nutrition
counseling with a registered
dietitian.
"I like the location, like the
fact it was new and sparkling
and clean," said Jarmon, 40. of
Novi.
"I've lost weight, but I'm still
on medication. My hope is to
slowly wean myself off, but even
if I don't I might be able to
lower the doses."
Patricia Karimalis was
recently diagnosed with diabetes. Her "internist told her
she has to exercise." She has lost
seven pounds since early
March. She comes to the center
four times a week.
"I've been in different exercise
programs," said Patricia
Karimalis, 60, of Novi. "When I
came here I saw how beautiful
it was, not restricted, you can
do whatever you want.
"I like it so much. The people
are nice and if I want my blood
pressure taken they will."
The Botsford Center for
Health Improvement is open
seven days a week. For more
information, call (248) 4733100 or visit
www.botsford.org/bchi.
lchomin@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2145
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The American Cancer Society Great Lakes Division
Foundation's Young Survivor Scholarship Program is currently
accepting applications for the 2007-2008 school year.
Applications are due 5 p.m., Tuesday, April 17.
Since 1997, the American Cancer Society, Great Lakes Division
Foundation has proudly supported young cancer survivors with
81,000 scholarships as they pursue ambitious career goals. To
date, more than 350 first-time scholarships and nearly 300
renewal scholarships have been awarded to students in the Great
Lakes area of Indiana and Michigan. Scholarships are available
annuiilly, ba»e-d on academic performance, community service
and leadership, among other criteria, and may be renewable up to
three additional years.
A limited number of tuition scholarships are available for the
upcoming 2007-200K school year. To qualify for the scholarship
program, applicants mu^t be a cancer survivor age 20 or younger
Cab of April ;?'- 2007'-: a L\S. citizen and legal resident of Indiana
or Michigan, and attend, or plan to attend, an accredited college
or universit) in Indiana or Michigan in fall 2007 as a full-time
student carrying 12 or more credit hours per semester.
' 'I
The college scholarship program is made possible by generqlus
donations to the Amenrun Cancer Society Great Lakes Division
Foundation.
Interested students may download an application online by visiting mTOX'aneeror&y's^jiarships or by calling (800) 723-0360.
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The Michigan Head»Pain & Neurological Institute isseeking
individuals IB to b5 years of age to participate in a research trial to
evaluate an investigational medication to treat chronic headaches.
You mz\ qaahf) for this- study if vou;
t Have a historj ot chronic headache* for at kmh months
~ bKperience 1 s or more headaches per mon$i
Qualified participant- will tec ewe .study-related examination*, and
medication at no cost and may also receive comnessaikm for time
and travel.
Please contact one of our clinical research coordinators for
t)
Botsford Fitness Specialist Cristina Noble demonstrates the use of an
elliptical trainer to client, Darnel! Jefferson. Jefferson is a Southfield
resident.

idiig&n Head*Pain & Neurological Institute
3120 Professional Drive •tonArhor, Mi 4810¾
(734) 677-6000»www.MHM.com
OS0B51te45

Exhibitor P a c k a g e includes:
BOOTH INCLUDES: Covered table and two chairs, identification tent care,
space for your giveaways, demonstrations and promotionai materials,
PRINT ADVERTISING: Ad in our special Mature Lifestyle section distributed
May 17,2007

y

EXHIBITOR LISTING on the center spread of Mature Lifestyle section and newspaper
promotion of the event during April and May, 2007.
FOOD: Continental breakfast plus two boxed lunches for exhibitors.

-

Frank Cibor, Observer & Eccentric Newspapers Classified
734-953-2176 or fcibor@hometownlife.
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ASSEMBLER

Help Wanted-General

<J>

ACCOUNTING
ASSISTANT
Real Estate One Accounting
Department is looking for
an accounting assistant to
wofk full time. Position
will be responsible for processing payments, balancing accounting reports and
posting to agents A/R
accounts. Idea! candidate
will be able to assist
department with various
other tasks as requested.
Requirements are: must
be a team player, excellent
customer service skills,
working' knowledge ol
Excel and basic computer
skills, phone skills, basic
accounting knowledge,
attention to detail and a
great deal of patience.
If voir are interested and
meet the qualifications for
this position please send
resume with salary requirements to:
hrjobs@realestafeone.com
Please include job title in
the subject line.

ADMISSIONS
COORDINATOR
Danto Family Health Care
Center, a 165-bed rehab/sub
acute nursing facility, Is seeking a full-time Admissions
Coordinator. Successful applicant must possess excellent
customer service skills, be
computer literate, abie to
work with little or no supervision, be able to muiti-task
and have excellent written
and oral c o m m u n i c a t i o n
skills. Prior saies and marketing experience a plus, bachel o r ' s degree required. We
offer an excellent pay and
benefit package that includes:
• Medical and dental
insurance
• Vision insurance
• Supplemental benefits
• Free life insurance and
•-401k

You w i l l assemble small
components of rubber and
metal parts. Manual dexterity and ability to count
extremely important! Word
and Excel required. Nonautomotive (small units)
assembly
experience
required. Rate of pay is
$8.75 per hour, with full
benefits. Located near 10
Mile and Grand River.
Resumes will be accepted
until Wed. 5pm, 3/28/07
FAX - 248-426-5631
E-mail-hr@acecontrols.com
Please indicate "Assembler"
EOE

ASSEMBLY PRODUCTION
COLLEAGUES/MATERIAL
HANDLERS
Hiring long-term, seasonal
workers for a world class
automotive supplier located in
Plymouth. 1st & 2nd shifts
avail. $11.25-$11.50/hr. Must
have one-year p r o d u c t i o n
experience, HS/GED, clean
drug screen 8i background
check. Send resume to:
gretchenb@wskills.com
or FAX 810-227-1344
ATTN: GB-KA. EOE

Assistant Manager
For dry cleaner in Northville,
Good pay & benefits.
(248)207-9717 .

ATTENTION
Local co. needs to fill 48
full-time permanent
positions.
Must start immediately!
NO EXP. NECESSARY
WiLL TRAIN
$400/week to start.
Cali Today
Start Tomorrow

734-641-4700
CABINET MAKER/
WOODWORKER
Must
be
abie to
run
molder/shaper. Please fax
resume to:
248-347-4095

CARPET INSTALLER
To work with team. Basic tools
needed. Experience a must.
Hourly wage. 734-765-9213

CITY OF BIRMINGHAM
MULTIPLE SEASONAL
POSITIONS AVAILABLE

Mail or fax your resume:
Danto Family
Health Care Center
6800 W. Maple Rd
West Bloomfield, Ml 48322
Ph: 248.783.53C0
Fax: 248.7887460
Or apply online at
www.hcr-manorcare.com
EEO/D rug-Free Employer
People. Strength.
Commitment.

Great for retirees and college
students! Duties include landscaping; maintenance &
cleanup of golf courses, parks
& athletic fields; monitor use
of City parks & skate park; &
assistance with street, sewer,
& water maintenance duties; &
other general duties within the
City s
Public
Services
Department Applicants must
possess a high school diploma, or equivalent, & a valid
Michigan Driver's License.
Starting at $8/hr. Applications
& more information at

ASSEMBLER
Experienced
Wire Harness, Cable Assembly
& Print Reading. Fax resume
to:
(248)618-1142

www.ci.birmingham.mi.us
or in person in the Human
Resources Dept. at 151 Martin,
Birmingham, Ml 48009.

Don't take a
chance....

CLERICAL &
WAREHOUSE
Positions.
Full/Part
time.
Computer knowledge a must.
Fast
paced
environment.
Delivery exp a plus. Fax
resume:
734-946-0710

CNC MILL POSITIONS

...place your ad
The Observer
& Eccentric
Classifieds today!

1-800-579-$ai

Horizontal, Vertical
3,4,5 Axis. The area's most
advanced p r o t o t y p e shop
looking for the area's highest
skilled workers.
www.delrBcorp.com
Delta Research
32971 Capitol, Livonia
(734) 261-6400
or fax:
(734)261-0909

Customer Service
(Day Shift)
Immediate full time opening available for responsible person to work the
day shift of a growing
transportation company.
Must have basic computer skills/type 30 wpm, be
able to handle multiple
tasks, have problem solving skills & good people
skills. Will train qualified
applicants. Salary/benefits based on experience
and successful completion of training program.
Email resume to
info@reliabtedeiivery.com

Customer Service Rep
Full-time involves care, support & sales for services that
are provided to our customers
via the web. Candidates must
have strong computer & com-'
munication skills knowledge
with Word, Excel & Access.
$12/hr. Bonuses & benefits.
Fax resume: (248)540-6100
or email to: humanres®
capitolcommunication.com
CUSTOMER SERVICE REP
Troy Insurance Agency, FT.
Must have good communication & organizational skills.
Insurance background preferred. Must have refs. Room
for advancement. $10-$12/hr.
For interview: 248-515-9258
CUSTOMER SERVICE
The Henry Ford is hiring
part
time
staff
for
Historical Presenter to
work mid April-December
in Greenfield Village.
Applicants need excellent
verbal
communication
skills, a high energy level,
diplomacy, and strong
hospitality skills. Requires
scheduling flextbility-weekdays/weekends/hoiidays.
Position pays $7/hr. Ptease
apply in person:
Lovett Hall,
20900 Oakwood Blvd.,
Dearborn, Mt
www.theiienryford.arg

w
DRIVERS
Reliable Delivery has
immediate openings for
the noon-8 p.m. shift for
independent contract
drivers. Drivers must
have reliable transportation, must have good
people skills, & a good
knowledge of the Metro
Detroit/Tri-county area.
Apply in person 6774
Brandt St., Romulus

DRIVERS for TOW TRUCKS
Experienced.
Please contact Karen or
Walter. (734)455-1130
ESTHETICIAN
For SKIN DEEP SPA in West
Bloomfleld. Full-Time position. Professional, experienced individuals only. Call
Raina at:
(248) 539-3223
FITNESS INSTRUCTORS
Part-Time
positions. for
Westtand & Livonia locations.
Must be flexible for day &
evening hours. Occasional
Saturdays Training provided.
Calf 734-458-5004 or
734-466-9949
FLOWER/ PLANT
MERCHANDISER
Seeking part time seasonal
employees to service our retail
customers in the Livonia and
Westtand areas. Dependable
transportation needed. Send
resume or letter to:
PO Box 321
Byron Center, Ml 49315
Fax: 616-878-3640
Email:
jworkman@masterpieceflower.com
GROUNDSKEEPER
For upscale apartment community in Canton. Full time
position. $9 hour. Medical &
dental benefits. Apply in person during' business hours,
Mon-Fri., 10am-5pm:
49975 Roanoke Ave.,
Canton, Ml 48187 •

DANCERS
Looking for extra money.
Must be experienced in poie.
Please Cali:
734-229-1552

HAIR STYUSTS
Full or part-time. 1 mo. rent
free. Located in high traffic
complex w/clientele. Bloomfield Hills.
248-515-8575

DELIVERY/SALES
S775-S1D50/WK.
6 needed. Company vehicle.
Training. Sales required.
{248) 471-5200

HOTEL
The Detroit Livonia Marriott is
looking for
guest-oriented individuals to
fill our open positions:

DENTAL
FRONT OFFICE

Restaurant Supervisor,
Bartender, Server, Hostess
Room Service Server
Cook, Purchaser, Houseman
Front Desk & Sales
Coordinator

Mature person, for Livonia
family practice. Mon., Tues.,
Sat. Experience preferred.
Non-smoking. 248-240-7562.

To support people with
disabilities in living their lives.
Requires good driving record
Jobs in: Taylor, Dearborn,
Wayne, Livonia. Pay starts at
$7.30/hr. Untrained
$7.80/hr. Trained.
Justin: 248-477-5209x107
DRIVER
Must have exc. driving record.
$10/hr. Apply btwn10am-1pm
Mon., Wed., Thur. & Fri. only
at: Native Wholesale, 38462
Webb Dr., Westland. or Fax
Resume:
(734)721-4997

Or; the soot interviews wiH be
granted Mon. March 26, 2007
10 AM - 4 P M .
Detroit Livonia Marriott
17100 N. Laurel Park Drive
Livonia, Michigan
The Detroit Livonia Marriott
Is operated by
Crescent Hotels & Resorts
intends to provide a drug-free
work environment.
EOE/AA
HOUSEKEEPERS WANTED
Fairfield Inn Canton
5700 N. Haggerty
Experienced preferred
willing to train
No Phone Calls Please!
INSURANCE
Commercial CSR/Rater
For Insurance Agency in
Plymouth. Exp. necessary.
spieper@ameritech.net
Insurance: PERSONAL LINES
RATER
Plymouth.
Exp.
required. Part-Time will consider full-time. 734-453-6000

JANITOR
Part time to fulltime. Light
store cleanup & maintenance.
Floor care exp required.
Send resume to
JOE'S PRDDUCE
331S2 7 Mile Rd., Livonia,
Ml 48152 Attn: Harvey
No phone calls please.
JANITORS/CLEANERS
$8/hr, Part-Time.
Mon-Fri. 5:30pm-9:30pm.
PLYMOUTH AREA.
(734) 283-6934

JOB FAIR
OVER 40?
NEED A JOB?
Attend the
"Ability is Ageless" Job Fair
Wed., March 28, 9-1pm.
The Howard Johnson Plaza
Hotel
16400 J.L. Hudson Drive
Southfieid Mi 48075
(btwn. 8 & 9 Mile Rds.
W. of Greenfield)
FR£E
No Reservations Required
Energize Your Job Search!
Meet Employers!
Sponsored by:

'Award Winninq" Classified
WWJ-Newsradio 950
WWJ-TV CBS Detroit/
WK8D-TV CW50 Detroit
A Michigan Works! affiliate
funded in part by the
Michigan Dept. of Labor
and Economic Growth and
the Detroit Workforce
Development Department
EEO/AA/ADA
Visit our website at:
www.OperationABLE.org
LANDSCAPE HELP Must be
exp.
Full
&
Part-time.
Chauffeurs license needed.
248-521-8818,248-489-5955
LAWN APPLICATOR
Must be certified. Light landscape knowledge. Mechanically inclined. Mgmt skills.
Pay based on exp.
734-454-1700
Also need tree climbers
734-454-1900
LAWN SPRINKLER
SERVICE TECHNICIAN
S8-$18/Hr.
(248) 334-1200

Warehouse

LAWN TECHNICIANS

Mechanics

We will train you to become
a state-certified professional lawn technician. Paid
training. No exp. necessary.
Down-to-Eartli Lawns Inc.
(734) 522-1400

Swift Transportation

LEASING
CONSULTANT
Part-time, for Canton apt.
community. Leasing or sales
exp. preferred. Ptease cafl
(734) 397-1080 or fax resume
10(734)397-0319

LEASING
CONSULTANT
Fult-Time
Singh is seeking to fill an
immediate Full-Time leasing consultant position in
the Canton area. Must be
able to work consistent
weekends. We offer competitive wages, commissions, health, and dental
Insurances. EOE.
Email resumes to:
TurnlJury@slnghmail.eom
LOAN OFFICERS
NOW HIRING
$2,000-3,000/mo., part-time.
No exp.
1-888-263-6269
MACHINIST
Engine Lathe operator needed.
Experienced
only.
Westland manufacturer. Full
time w/ overtime. Medical,
dental, 401 (k).
Fax resume: 734-595-0149 or
call 734-595-6400

MAINTENANCE
Local property management
company has ail maintenance positions available.
Please fax brief resume or
qualifications and salary
requirements to:
248-477-2524
No Phone Gaits, Please.
MAINTENANCE
Scotsdale apartments is currently accepting applications
for a maintenance tech. Must
be HVAC certified. Contact
Terry at 734-455-7100

MANUAL BORING
MILL OPERATOR
Large Floor M i i i . Must be
experienced with set-up &
handling large die blocks.
Interpret prints, responsible
for own work. We offer overtime, steady work, fringe
package. Send resume &
expected wages to fax:
248-477-0128,
31800 W 8 Mile Rd,
Farmington, Ml 48336
or email to
mcbeejennifer@yahoo.com

ASSOCIATES
Day Shift
AW Transmission Engineering
(AWTEC), located in PLYMOUTH, is an award winning,
industry leader in remanufacturing of automotive transmissions, with a commitment to
quality and equipment standards that is unsurpassed in
the automotive industry.
Due to increased saies and
an expansion of the business, AWTEC seeks team-oriented, dependable Individuals who would like to enjoy:
• $10/hr; raise after 90 days
• Quarterly & Year end
bonuses
• 100% company paid
health/denta l/optical
• Vacation/holiday/sick pay
» Tuition reimbursement
• 401k with company match
AWTEC-HR
14920 Keel St.
Plymouth, Ml 48170
Fax:734-454-1091
E-mail:
hrresumes@awtec.com
EOE
Manufacturing
LINK TOOL &

MANUFACTURING
We Specialize in Carbide/
Steel, Hot & Cold Heading &
Extrusion Tools. Looking for
dedicated individuals to fill
the following positions for day
and night shift: Polishers/
Finishers, ID/OD Grinders,
Hone Operator, Ded-Tru
Operator, MAZAK CNC Lathe,
CNC Mill Set-up/Operate,
EDM-Set-Up/Operate.& Quality/Inspection with ISO 9001:
2000 exp. Excellent Benefits
and 401K. EXP. ONLY.
PART-TIME
DELIVERY DRIVER
Apply in person btwn. 2-5PM;
9495 Inkster Rd.
Taylor, Ml 48180

Marketing Assistant
Associate
Are you clean & neat in
appearance? Enjoy working
with people? We offer hourly &
salary positions. Flexible hrs.
Room for advancement. Full or
part-time positions. If you can
start immediately call Rick
Richards at: (248)348-1515

Marketing/Admissions
Experience Preferred.
. Kathleen Hartwell-King
(734)416-2000x200
Fax: (734) 459-3050
fourseasonswest@aol.com
MECHANIC
For Tow Trucks.
Contact Larry or Walter at:

(734)455-1130
MECHANIC - TRUCK
HEAVY DUTY
Full-time, weekdays.
(734) 786-3757

|1-808-579-SRM?3§§)

Now Hiring
DIESEL TECHNICIANS
3 years Heavy Tractor Exp.
Must have Own Tools &
Valid Driver's License.
Swift Offers A Competitve
Compensation Package.
Medical, Dental, 401k.
Must be able to Pass A
Drug Screen & Background
Check. High School
Diploma/GED Required,
(eoe-m/f)
Contact Pete Mueller at
800-575-9487 Ext S2361
PAINTER-Custom, Sub Contractor. Must have equip. &
transportation. Call btwn 9:303, Mon-Fri.
248-943-1720
PAINTERS-EXPERIENCED
Must have 5 yrs. minimum to
apply. Commerciai & Industrial. Must have valid drivers
license & vehicle. References
checked.
734-266-1500

POLICE CRIME
ANALYST
BUILDING
MECHANIC IV
CITY OF LIVONIA
For complete information
visit our website at:

www.Gi.livonia.mi.us
or apply in person at
Livonia City Hall, 3rd floor,
33000 Civic Center Dr.
Livonia, Mi 48154
E.O.E.
M/F/H

POLICE OFFICER
The City of Garden City is
accepting applications for
full-time Police Officers
at GCPD until COB, 4-1607
Employment
App
(Police & Fire), the job
description and a detailed
announcement available
at www.gardencitymi.org
or by contacting the HR
Office at 6000 Middlebeit
Rd., Garden City, Mi.
Phone
734-793-1640
Applications must be
submitted in person to
the HR Office.

Purchasing Agent
Full-time 40 hrs/wk, purchase
raw or semi-finished materials
for mfg, purchase machinery,
equipment, tools, parts, supplies, and services required
for operation. Requirements:
2 yrs exp. in mfg environment. Knowledge of MS
Office (Excel) Mail resume to:
D. Cox, R&D Enterprises, Inc.
PO Box 701253
Plymouth Ml 48170

PURCHASING AGENT/
CLERICAL
Full time position with benefits. Plymouth area. Please
send resumes to: Box 1513
Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers
36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia Ml 48150

PURCHASING/
MANAGEMENT MRP
For Manufacturing facility.
Individual with exp. Offers
benefits & 401K. Please send
resume to: Human Resource
Manager, PO Box 500
Hartland, Ml 48353
E.O.E.
or fax: (810) 632-9270

RECEIVER/STOCK
Receiving, electrical jack &
Hi-io exp. Some heavy lifting.
Good communication skills.
Send resume to
JOE'S PRODUCE
33152 7 Mile Rd., Livonia,
Ml 48152 Attn: Harvey
RESIDENTIAL WORKER
Needed at a shelter. Part-Time
position, Midnights Fri-Sat. &
Mon3-11:30PM.
Mail resume to: WCFC, Attn:
J. Monroe, 30600 Michigan
Ave, Westland, Ml 48186
RETAIL SALES CONSULTANT
Livonia/Westland area.
Singular Wireless agent seeks
highly motivated, energetic
individuals to Join our sales
staff. Retaii sales experience
preferred. Please fax resume:
734-641-7112
SECRETARY/BOOKKEEPER
Part-Time for property management co. Farmington Hiils.
Good wages. Fax resume to:
(248) 851-7414
SECURITY OFFICERS
Strategic protection group is
hiring for qualified security
officers for Canton & Wixom
areas. All shifts. Please call
248-968-9800, Mon-Fri, 9-4
SERVICE TECHNICIANS
Swimming Pool Co. Must have
exp. Pay & benefits commensurate w/exp. 248-477-7727

SHIPPING CLERK

Hi-lo & valid drivers license
required. Firepiace knowledge
and good organizational skills
a must. Inventory management skills a plus. We do preemployment drug screening.
Send resume to: HR, 47220
CartierD.., Wixom, Ml 48393
WAREHOUSE/
AFTERNOON
Carpet Co. needs reliable hard
worker for full time afternoon
warehouse position. (10am8pm approx). Good math
skills, valid drivers license,
ability to lift 70 lbs, hi-lo exp.
with carpet pole necessary.
Fax resume: 313-937-1823
Resume to: Cade 1516
oeresume®
hQtnetowRllfe.com
YOUTH PROGRAMS
STAFF
The Nenry Ford is looking
for part time staff 18
yrs/older with 1-2 yrs'
exp/equivalent working with
school age children. The
'G.A.M.L' program, offered
during the school year,
greets arriving groups and
facilitates evening activities.
Summer 'Discovery Camp'
overnight leaders supervise
and facilitate outdoor activities with 6th, 7th & 8th
graders, spending the night
in a tent in Greenfield
Village in dorm rooms, over
six
Thursday
nights
through the
summer.
Please apply in person:
Lovett Hall,
20900 OakwoadBivd,
Dearborn Ml
www.thehenfryford.org

DENTAL
RECEPTIONIST & ASSISTANT
Full time.
Taylor 8t W.
Bloomfieid offices. Experience
preferred. Fax resume to
313-292-7515
DENTAL ASSISTANT Full-Time
position for Farmington Dental
Office. Exp. only. Fax resume:
(248) 474-0052 Attn: Jill
DENTAL ASSISTANT
2 days/wk. to start. Eventual
full-time. Experienced. Canton
area.
734-459-5370
DENTAL ASSISTANT-PT
Needed for busy Berkley office.
Some experience necessary.
Fax resume to: 248-547-7165

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
$10/hr to start. Seeking energetic, organized Individual to
assist in our regional headquarters. Must be friendly, neat
& articulate, ideal for college
student looking to start ASAP.
Call today 734-525-5200.

Administrative Assistant

DENTAL HYGIENIST
2 days/wk. Mon. 1-7pm &
Wed. 7:30-1 pm. Fax resumes:
(248} 352-6088

PHLEBOTOMY EDUCATION
Ciasses begin in Apr.
1 day a week. 5 weeks.
Cost $850 at local hospital.
(313) 382-3857

Dental Insurance/
Appointment Coordinator
Bright, enthusiastic person for
permanent position with good
prospects. Varied & interesting duties. Dental & computer
exp. desirable but may train
right person.
734-425-9190

DENTAL
RECEPTIONIST

@

CHIROPRACTIC ASSISTANT
Mon-Fri, 2:45-7:30pm, permanent part-time for back office
position. Must be physically
able to be on your feet, adjust
tables, & learn to take X-rays.
Computer knowledge S clerical skills required. Willing to
train qualified person. 27527
Joy Rd., Vi blk W. of Inkster,
Westland.
734-522-5501
CHIROPRACTIC INSURANCE
BILLER
For a fast-paced Farmington
Hills health center. Organized,
self-motivated, good communicator, energetic, detail oriented, computer. Part time
long term. 2+ yrs exp. in chiropractic 8i insurance req.
248-626-5006
DRIVER/OFFICE ASSISTANT
NEEDED
Busy medical practice seeking
an experienced driver to
transport patients and perform general clerical duties.
This individual must be a
team player. You can fax your
resume to 248-888-7817.

ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
Friendly person to support a
3 member sales team. Job
requires detailed individual
w/excellent computer &
admin s k i l l s .
FT hourly
w/benefits. Fox Hills Golf &
Banquet Center.
Email/fax resumes to
kellys@faxhills.Gom
or 734 453-7339

HOME HEALTH GIVER or CNA
Exp. Able to cook for family of
8. Housekeeping skills, spinal
cord injury exp. preferred.
Part-Time & $11/hr. to start.
Drug testing & background
checkreq.
(734)261-1220

ADMINISTRATIVE
ASSISTANT

LPN, RN or
EMT for Director of Nursing,
Salaried Position.
For beautiful assisted living
community. Flexible hrs.
No weekends or holidays.
(734) 326-6193

The Mannik & Smith Group
has an immediate opening in
its Canton, Ml office for the
following:

MEDICAL
RECEPTIONIST

Email resumes to:
hr@manniksmithgroup.com
EOE
OFFICE HELP For Party
Rental Co. Looking for full
time office help for fast paced
office. 734-354-9591
OFFICE HELP
Simple filing, flexible hrs.
$9/hr. Taylor area. Call & Leave
{313)724-1900

PARALEGAL
For Family Law Practice
With Birmingham law firm.
Writing experience a must.
Please email to:
marfe@swlawpG.com
RECEPTIONIST
Full-Time
for
insurance
agency
in
Farmington.
Proficient- with
Microsoft
Office & database. Low to mid
S20's.
Fax: 248-442-5010
cloose@raiderdennis.com

Help WantedEngineering

R.N.
to coordinate clinical trials
for large physician practice.
Full or part time. Must have
oncology experience.
Resume to:
HR@newiandmedical.com

"\

Hiring NOW!!! Needed at
our Roseville & Southfieid
locations. Minimum 3 yrs.
dental exp, computer literate & PPO/HMO knowledge.
Excellent salary/benefits.
Fax:
586-776-9758
pr Cali: 866-869-9445

For a Property Management
Company in Farmington Hilis.
Must be proficient in word
perfect and Excel. Detailed
oriented with flexibility for
some night meetings.
Please email resume:
corourke@johnpcarrollco.com
or fax to: 248-888-7612

Administrative Assistant
Candidate will be responsible
for answering a 9-iine phone
system, directing and taking
messages, typing and editing
reports, filing, copying, binding reports, processing incoming and outgoing mail and distributing mail, and other duties
as assigned. One to 3 years
experience using Microsoft
Word and Excei required,
Microsoft Publisher experience a plus. This could be a
part-time or full-time position.

OPHTHALMIC
TECHS
Great opportunities await
EXPERIENCED Technicians.
Must possess quality team
skills for busy practice.
Fax your resume to:
586-254-3515 Attn: VicM

Help Wanted-Medicai

•Part-Time, 20 hrs/wk. Issue
invoices for materials sold,
process payments received,
manage collection activities.
Requirements: BA in Accounting, Knowledge of MS Office
(Excel). Mail resume to:
D. Cox, R&D Enterprises, Inc.
PO Box 701253
Plymouth Ml 48170

Medical Receptionist
Full-Time. Send resume to:
43422 West Oaks Drive, PMB
#167, Novi, Ml 48377-3300

DENTAL COORDINATOR
Full-time. 2 yrs. or more exp.
needed. Check in & out
patients, collecting co-pays,
SoftDent exp. a plus.
Faxresumeto: 313-535-5212

Help wanlerJ-Office
Clerical

Accounts Receivable
Supervisor

MEDICAL INSURANCE
FOLLOW-UP
Full-time position with exc.
benefits in billing office of
large
Dearborn
physician
practice. Looking for selfmotivated person with med-.
ical billing knowledge & MS
Office literacy. Must be able to
handle multiple tasks S have
exc. phone skills. Fax resume
to Brad at:
313-359-7660

Front Desk Receptionist
needed full-time for Ophthalmology group located in
Livonia. Must have strong
skills in the following
areas: patient relations,
communications, and be
an excellent team player.
Prefer medical office exp.
of 1^-2 yrs. Benefit program and 401 (k) available.
Fax resume to:
734-464-5074

MEDICAL & DENTAL
RECRUTMENT

f
Respiratory
Therapist

Needed for full-time, 12 hr.
Night Shift on our s u b acute v e n t i l a t o r unit in
Farmington. We offer competitive salaries, great
vacation package & flexible
scheduling. Call or
Fax resume to Doug Nay
CALL: 248-477-7373
FAX: 248-477-2888
Respiratory Therapist For
outpatient pulmonary rehab In
Westland. Flexible schedule.
Fax 734-261-5170. email:
rewilliams01@yahoo.com

RN'S
UP TO $ 7 5 0 8 SIGN
ON BONUS
Busy Medicare-certified home
care agency w i t h rapidly
growing referrals seeks experienced RN's for full or part
time positions in the following areas: Wayne, Oakland,
Detroit and Downriver.
Benefits are provided for fulltime. Interested candidates
please call 1-808-956-8773
ask for Mark and/or fax your
resume to 248-591-9400.
Help Wanted-

Footf/Beverage
CASHIER
Need PT cashier with cash
handling and light prep exp.
10-2pm Mon.-Fri. Contact
Chris at 734-416-2468

COOK, PART-TIME
EVENING S, 18-24 hrs.
Fax resume St. Anne's Mead
(248) 557-3924
NOW HIRING: Servers & Line
Cooks Exp. Mandatory. Apply
within: Ram's Horn, 32435
Grand River, Farmfngton
SERVERS - EXPERIENCED
All 3 shifts. Apply at: Ram's
Horn,
20385
Middlebeit,
Livonia. S. of 8 Mile.

SERVERS
2 yrs. fuil service, for a matini
bar, jazz club and fine dining
venue. Please send resume
to: sfjazz@yahoo.com or mail
to: 25333 W. 12 Mile Rd.
Southfieid, Ml 48034
SERVERS
With exp, For upscale restaurant in Plymouth. Full/PartTime. Apply in person:
RAMMA GRILLE 380 S. Main
Or COMPARIS 350 S. Main

Help Wanted-Sales
• RNs, LPNs
• Case Managers
• Medical Receptionists
• Orthodontic Asst.
• Respiratory Therapist
• Medical Assistants
• Dental Assistants
•EMTs
• Dental Receptionist
• Nurse Managers
• Medical Blller
• And more!
if you are looking for a
career In any of the above
positions, check out our:
MEDICAL & DENTAL
RECRUITMENT
SECTION
In today's
EMPLOYMENT
SECTION

©bsmrer&IEttKrtnc

ACCOUNT MANAGER
Must have good communication skills, be self-motivated
& goal oriented. Fax resume
to:
(734) 422-9005
APPOINTMENT SETTER
To work in Showrooms. Full &
part-time. Hourly + Great
Bonus. Unlimited earnings.
Must have reliable transportation. Several locations.
Cali Randy at Majlc Window
(734)634-3912

CANVASSORS
Michigan's leading window &
home improvement co. is
looking for sales people in the
Canvassing Dept. Looking for
motivated, hard-working &
responsible individuals. Hrly.
pay + commission & bonuses.
Will train. No exp. necessary.
Overtime available. Please cali
Dave at:
(734) 634-6575
or James at:

Must have 2 to 3 years
UPS and/or FED-X software
experience. Experience
with international s h i p ping/customs documentation Requirements preferred. Pay rate for this
position is $8.75, per hour,
with full benefits. Located
near 10 Mile & Grand River.
Resumes accepted until 5
pm Wednesday, 3/28/07.
FAX - 248-426-5631
E - m a i l
hr@acecontrols.com
Please indicate
"Shipping Clerk"

-

EOE

SPA REPAIR TECHNICIAN
Experienced & dependable
with transportation.
Fax resume to:
OUTDOOR INGENUITIES
Attn: Terry 734-455-5049

MECHANICAL
DESIGN ENGINEERS

MEDICAL
BILLER

.For Automotive Tier 1 supplier. To design automotive
components using
SDRC, l-DEAS,
UNIGRAPHICS, CATtA,
IGES & ProENGINEER
Requires Master's (or foreign educational equivalent) in related field field of
study plus.6 mos. relevant
experience. Will accept any
equally suitable combination of education/training
&/or experience which
would qualify applicant to
perform job duties.

Needed for busy group
Ophthalmology practice in
Novi. Entry level working
with HMO's. Prefer prior
billing exp. but will train.
Requires good organization, follow-up and problem
solving skills, pleasant personality. Misys computer
system. Fax resume with
salary requirements to
Silling Manager:
248-319-0170

Sand resume to:
NYX Inc.
36800 Plymouth Rd.
Livonia, Ml 481 &0
Attn: Human Resources

MEDICAL BILLER/
OFFICE MANAGER
Southfieid
mental
health
office. Mature, experienced
only. 30 hrs per week. Fax
resume: 248-357-4447; email
rbchad@aol.com

( g |

(734)334-8979

COUNTER SALES
For heavy duty truck parts.
(734) 437-9254
INSIDE SALES
Great Opportunity for experienced person in Inside Saies,
Great Plains Dynamics experience a plus. Full-time, weekdays, good pay and benefits.
Apply in person preferred or
send resume to: 11865 Globe
Street, Livonia, Ml 48150
Fax: 734-464-2225
SALES POSITION
Looking for energetic, selfmotivating salesperson for
carpet cleaning water restoration distributor. Position will
require reliable vehicle for
demos and some outside
sales calls. Fax resume to:
734-722-0199 or email to: •
pam@gisinterlink.com

(*)
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ENGAGEMENTS
Pitt-Salinas
Steve and Diane Pitt of
Canton announce the engagement of their daughter, Abby
Lynne Pitt, to Brandon Corey
Salinas of Coopersville.
The bride-elect is a 2 0 0 4
graduate of Michigan Lutheran
Seminary and is currently
enrolled at Wayne County
Community College where she
is completing her nursing
degree.
Brandon is the son of Steve
and Tamara Salinas of
Coopersville. H e is a 2 0 0 4
graduate of Coopersville High
School and is currently a
marine in the United States
Marine Corps stationed at
Camp Pendleton in San Diego.
H e will be serving a second tour
in Iraq beginning in August.
A July 28, 2 0 0 7 wedding is

Park.

Bloomfield Hills Lahser
Class of 1976
Golf Scramble and/or casual dinner at
Camp Ticonderoga, Friday, June 29,
2007. Reunion 7 p.m. Saturday, June
30,2007 at Pine Lake Country Club. For
information goto
wwwianser1976.com or contact Jackie
(McLernon) Bean at (248)399-9054,
Dean Shipman at (313)701-8544, John
Wallbillich at (800)707-7170 or Jeffery
Given at (248)594-2401.

a n d electrical engineering in
April 2007T h e couple is planning a
s u m m e r 2 0 0 9 wedding. Details
have not b e e n set.

Buffington-Davis
John and Beth Buffington of
Livonia announce the engagem e n t of their daughter, Sarah
Buffington, to Timothy Davis,
the son of J i m and Lynne
Davis, also of Livonia.
The bride-to-be, an
Alexandria, Va., resident, is a
graduate of Michigan, State
University and is a quality specialist with Baxter Healthcare.
The prospective groom, also
of Alexandria and graduate of
Michigan State University, is an
engineer with Hensel Phelps
Construction Co.
Both the bride and groom are
graduates of Livonia Stevenson
High School.
A May 2 0 0 7 wedding is
planned at Ward Presbyterian
Church in Northville, with the
Rev. Doug Thompson officiating.

Berkley High School
Class of 1987
A 20-year reunion in,planned for Nov.
24,2007. Looking for all current contact info for alumni from class of 1987.
Contact Kim (DeWilde) Everingham at
(734)422-0087 or e-maii'info to kimsliasophia@qmail.com. Reunion website is www.BHSreunion1987.com for
further information and details.
Bishop Borgess
Class of 1987
A 20-year reunion, Sept. 15,2007, at
the Livonia Marriott. Contact
borgess87@hotmail.com for more
information.

Dempkowski-Kloote
Tim and Barb Dempkowski
of Garden City announce t h e
engagement of their daughter,
Mary Kay Dempkowski, to
Christopher Kloote of Livonia.
Mary Kay Dempkowski is a
2 0 0 0 graduate of Garden City
High School. She is employed
as a technical partner at
Garden City Osteopathic
Hospital and is currently working on a registered nursing
degree at Schoolcraft College.
Christopher Kloote is the son
of Bill and Karen Kloote of
Livonia. He is a 2 0 0 2 graduate
of Livonia Stevenson High.
School. His is employed as a IT
intern at UHY Advisors in
Southfield. He will receive a
bachelor's degree in computer

CLASS REUNIONS
As space permits, the Observer &
Eccentric Newspapers print, without
charge, announcements of class
reunions. Send the information to
Reunions, Observer & Eccentric
Newspapers, 36251 Schoolcraft,
Livonia, Ml 48170. Please include the
date of the reunion, one contact person, and a telephone number.

planned at St. John's
Evangelical Lutheran Church
in Westland followed by a
reception at t h e Summit on t h e

Dearborn Fordson
Class of 1977
A 30-year reunion, Friday, Aug. 3 to
Sunday, Aug. 5,2007. Contact Val
Schulte (Wrenbeck) at
msugrad81@cox.net with your current
address and phone number.
Dearborn Edsel Ford
Class of 1967
A 40-year reunion 7:30 p.m. Saturday,
Aug. 4,2007, at Doubletree Hotel,
Dearborn. Hors d'oeuvres and cash
bar, approximately $35, For information, call Cheryl Riske Brown at
(313)336-0192 or e-mail
efhs67@yahoo.com
Detroit Chadsey
Class of 1957
A 50th Reunion is being planned for
Sept. 29, at Weber's Inn in Ann Arbor.
Looking for January, June and
Summer '57 graduates. If interested in
attending or know of the whereabouts
of other classmates, contact Pat
Gorski-Zielinski, (989) 366-9288.

T h e couple plans to honeym o o n in Australia before settling into their h o m e in
Alexandria, Va.

Detroit Cody
Class of 1957
A 5Cih reunion at the Embassy Suites,
Livonia
Oct. 5.2007. Cost is $90 per person,
complete with dinner, open bar, memory book, CD, champagne toast and
much more, This invitation is to all'
50s' graduates. Deadline is June 25.
Call 800-859-9502 or email
loret@wideopenwest for details. Cost
is $90.00 per person, complete with
dinner, open bar, memory book, cham-

BIRTHS
Susan and Brian Bartz of
Westland announce the birth of
their daughter, Brianna Lynn
Bartz, born Feb. 7, 2 0 0 7 at
Providence Hospital in
Southfield.
Brianna weighed in at 7
pounds, 3 ounces a n d measured 19.5 inches at birth.
She was welcomed by big sister Paige and grandparents
Sherry and Rick Bartz of
Westland and Fran and Bill
Poynter of Gladwin (formerly
Livonia).

Moon-dusters
Ballroom Dancing to a live band every
Saturday 8:30-11 p.m. at the Livonia Civic
Center, 15218 Farmington Road, Livonia.
Admission: guest/$6, associates/$5.50,
members/$5. Dress: Ladies - date style
clothes, gentlemen - jackets and ties, for
more information, call Joe Castrodale
(248)968-5197.

METROPOLITAN SINGLE

»

How to submit announcements
Local engagement, wedding,
anniversary and birth
announcements run in the
Sunday editions of the Observer.
There is no charge to submit
an announcement.
To obtain a copy of our forms
for engagementSjWeddings, ~
anniversaries and births email
Hugh Gallagher at hgal»
lagher@hometownlife.com.
Or send the following information to Hugh Gallagher,
36251 Schoolcraft, Livonia MI
48150:

www.classreport.org/usa/mi/detroit/co
oley/1967
r
Detroit Denby
Class of 1957
A 50th reunion is planned for Sept. 7,
8, and 9,2007, at the Thomas Edison
inn, Port Huron. Seeking lost gradu. ates, January/June classes, if you are
not yet on the mailing list, please
email mgroonfowl@aol.com or call
(248) 642-0249.
Detroit Girls Catholic Central
Class of 1967
Searching for classmates of the class
of 1967 for a 40th reunion ibis summer/fall. Contact Diane Kangas (Krok)
at (586)446-9011 or Mary Mezzardi
(Winowlecki) at
mmezzadri@botmail.com.
Detroit Henry Ford
Class of 1967
A 40th reunion will be held 6:30-11:30 .
p.m. Saturday, Sept. 8, at Laurel Manor
Special Event Center in. Livonia.
Seeking January, June and summer
graduates from 1967. For information,
call Ellen (Neihoff) VanderRoest at
(248)684-7705 or email chuckandelvan@comcast.net.
Detroit Holy Redeemer
Class of 1957
A 50-year reunion. Oct. 12,2007, at
O'Kelley KofC Council, Dearborn. In
interested in attending or know the
whereabouts or former classmates,
contact John Duff at
oliverlynn@aol.com or phone (734)2613346.
Detroit Mackenzie
Class of 1957
Looking for graduates to attend a
reunion scheduled for Oct. 19,2007. .
Call Eleanor at (734)425-8278.
Detroit Western
Class of 1962
A 45-year reunion will be held in Sept.,
15,2007 at Warren Valley Country Club,
Dearborn Heights. Seeking information
on classmates from that year. All other
. classes welcome. Contact Helen
Knights at (734)285-4927 or Ralph
Brighton at (734)513-7499.
Detroit Southwestern
Class of 1957
. A 50-year reunion is being planned for
September 2007. Looking for January
and June graduates. If interested in
dtte!"idiHQ o. know of tilt whereabouts
of other classmates, contact Angie
(Conz)Maccani at (313) 532-4379 or
Ken Suski at (313) 291-5450.
Ferndale Lincoln High
Class of 1947 January and June
60th class reunion, Aug. 3,4 and 5 at
The Hilton Hotel on Crooks Road in
Troy. For information or details contact : Treva (Powell)Hamiil, 248-6671601, bobtrev9@3ol.com or, Dick

Reising, 248-623-9060, dreisings@sbcglobal.net
Fordson High School
Class of 1969
Planning a reunion for 2007. Please
contact Kathy Nisun at (248) 363-5679
or e-mail: Kayninilu@aol.com or Kathy
Shoebridge @ Klivi.ngsfon@nucore.com.
Garden City High School
Class of 1987
Searching for ail class of '87 Alumni
for a 20^year reunion. Need to find
current information on alumni (name,
address, phone, email, etc.). Contact
GCHSCiassof87reunion@comcast.net
or call Sheryl! (Pietryka) Catton at
(734)367-0898.
Class of 1997
A 10-year reunion is planned for June
. 9,2007, at the Crowne Plaza in
Romulus. For.more information and to
update your address, visit the reunion
website at www.gchs97reunion.com.
Grosse Pointe North
Class of 1991
Call (800) 677-7800, visit www.tayiorreunlons.com or e-mail: info@taylorreunions.com.
Ladywood High School
Class of 1967
A 40-year reunion in planned for June
9-10,2007. Headquarters at Courtyard
by Marriott, Laurel Park, Livonia. Call
Liz at (248)681-7768 or email
LHS67@comcast.net for further information.
Livonia Bentley High School
Class of 1957
A 50th reunion Saturday, June 9, at St.
Mary's Cultural Center, 18100
Merriman Road, Livonia. Doors open 6
p.m.. dinner at 6:30. Cost $45 per person due May 1. For information, call
Janice Sue Fernandez, (734)427-1288.
Livonia Churchill
Classes of 1971-2007
Alumni Summer Bash 10 a.m. to 6 p.m.
Saturday, June 16, Nankin Mills Park,
Ann Arbor Trail and Mines Drive. No
fees but accepting donations. All proceeds over and above costs are being
donated to the Western Wayne Skill
Center. For more information, call
Chris (Don) Nicholson at (734)6585296 or Chris@ChurchillAlumni.com or
Gayle Napolitano Nicholson at
(734)728-0393 or
Gayle@ChurchillAlumni.com.
Livonia Franklin
Class of 1969 .
A reunion is in the pre-planning
stages for 2007. For more information,
contact Kathy Nisun at (248) 363-5679
or e-mail: Kayninilu@aol.com,
Northville High School
Class of 1997
•A 10-year reunion, 6 p.m. Saturday,
June 9, 5th Avenue, Novi, private
party on second floor. Cost $30 per
person or $50 per couple due no later
than April 16. Make checks payable to
Matt Zielinski, 12829 Lanatana Ridge
Court, Austin-, Tx 78732. For more
details join the Google group at
http://groups.google.com/group/nhsp
arty97.
Novi High School
Classes of 1974,1975,1976 and 1977

A combined class reunion, July 28 *
2007 at Rock Financial in Novi For ., ;
information please contact: Laurie'
(Maier) Butler (1974)
';'
lbutfer@motorcityharley.com; Claire V
(Salow) Klingelhofer (1975)
clairek1@comcast.net; Leigh (Tarczy)'
Guzowski 0976)
laguzow@alumni.nmu.edu; Patty
(Pohlman) Mayer (1977)
mayer123@comcast.net
Our Lady of Sorrows
*
Class of 1966
Aug. 17,18 and 19. For more information, call Pat Ormsby LaPlante at
(248)476-0634.
Redford Thurston High School
•
Classes of 1957,1958
.|
A 50-year reunion is planned with several events Sept. 14-16 at Embassy
i.
Suites, Livonia. For information, contact Ron Beller at (989)652-9724 or e-..;
• mail at Admiral741@yahoo.com or , -; x
Marian Keegan Hierhoizer at {248)349-;'
2697 ore-maii at Mamia@comcast.neJ;;:..
Classes of the '80s
Thurston High School's '80s Reunion;; ;
Committee wilt-host a 2007 THS Multk -:,
Year Reunion from 6 p.m. to 1 a.m. .'
Saturday, Sept. 22, at the Hyatt'
. •
Regency, in Dearborn. A limited number of first-come/first served tickets •:
at $59 per person will be available ;
and no tickets will be sold at the door.;
E-mail Andrea Gambotto (Class of '86):,
at andshaffer@netscape.net or Dan !
Phillips (Class of '82) at
DanielP422@yahoo.com.
;•
Representatives from graduating
classes of '80, '82, '88 and '89 are
sought.
Roseville High School
Class of 1956
A 50th reunion in fall of 2006. The
reunion committee is searching for
classmates. For information, call
Shirley at (586) 677-2709; Alice at
(586) 792-7757 or e-mail at alijunel939@scbglobal.net or thehermans2002@comcast.net.

Join our E-mail list at www.mspsc.com for
special events. Information (248) 5446445. Office (248) 851-9919 Monday.
Friday, 9 a.m. to 12 p.m.
Euchre
Anytime 6:30-9:30 p.m. Meets at the Main
Lounge at Orakeshire Lanes, 35000 Grand
River Ave. just east of Drake Road in
Farmington Hills. Cash bar and reasonable priced dinner is also available off the
menu. $5/members, $6/non-members.
Volleyball
Anytime 6:45-9:45 p.m. - Drop-in volleyball in the gym and fieldhouse of the
Bloomfield Hills Middle School 4200
' Quarton Road: west of Telegraph. Cost is
$6. In the park, Farmington Hills, anytime
6:30 p.m. to dusk. Heritage Park,
Farmington Road, between 10 Mile and 11
Mile. Cost $2.

For wedding announcements,

For engagement announce•All of the above, plus
ments, include:
9 Clergy's name
• Names, addresses and .
• Names and cities of all
cities for the bride, groom and
.attendants
both sets of parents..
• Reception location
M Where bride and groom
• Honeymoon location
attended (or attend) high school
B City where couple will
and college and years graduated reside
•Where bride and groom are
Please send photos in a vertiemployed
cal format. If you are e-mailing
• Wedding date
a photograph, please send it as a
• Wedding location
"jpeg:" Photographs may be
H Daytime phone number
picked up after publication; or
and e-mail address in case we ' enclose a self-addressed,
have any questions.
stamped envelope.

\

M I G U E L A. M E N E N D E Z
"Mike", age 60. of Southfield, March
20, 2007 Mike is sunned by his sister Patricia (John) Tectoi, uncle of
Catherine (Bnan) Keith, Christopher
(Eliza) lector and Sarah Tector. he is
also survived bj several other loving
famih members Memorial Mass
Satuidaj, March 2Jth, 3 00 p m at the
Jesuit Residence Chapel at University
of Detroit Mercy, (NOTE - Enter the
Lansing-Reilly Hall from the east side
doors facing the parking lot). The family will receive friends on Saturday
from 2:30 p.m. until tfie time of Mass.
Those who wish to further honor Mr.
Menendez's memory may do so by
making a contribution to the J. V. S.
Miguel A. Menendez Endowment
Fund, 29699 Southfield Rd., Southfield, MI 48076. Arrangements
entrusted to the Heeney-Sundquist
Funeral Home, downtown Farmington
(248-474-5200).

_;

Southfield High School
Class of 1977
A 30th Reunion on Sunday, Sept. 2,
2007. For further information, contact
MDurz@aol.com or
HeneSiivermanAbrinSHS1977@comcast.net
St. Anthony Elementary
All classes
Reunion on. Oct. 6,
2007 for the Detroit school at 25th and '
Vernor. Email mrkf4yahoo.com or call'
(734)995-9243 for further details and ',
to give us your contact information.

1-800-579-7355 • fax:734-953-2;
e-mail: oeobits^hometownlife.com

G. MANSON TAYLOR
Age 88, March 22, 2007. Beloved
husband of Beatrice: Loving father of
Terry (Darlene), Jan (Jim) Baty and
Dale (Ellen). Dear grandfather of
Jenny, Jeff, Robert, Jackie, Lori,
Katie, Kari and the late Sara Jo. Great
grandfather of Sadie and Nathan.
Manson served as a School
Administrator for 40 years in Detroit
and retired as the principal of Joyce
Elementary School. Visitation at St.
W. DOUGLAS W R I G H T
Andrew's Presbyterian Church, 26701
Age 79, died Tuesday, Joy Road, Dearborn Heights, Sunday,
March 20, 2007 at St. Joseph April 1, 2007 from 2 PM until
of the Pines Health Center. A Funeral Service at 4 PM. Memorial
memorial service will be contributions may be directed to the
held on Friday, March 30, 2007 at church. R.G. & G.R. Harris Funeral
11:00 a.m. at Community Presbyterian Home (734) 422-6720 in charge of
Church, Pinehurst, with Rev. Rod arrangements. Please sign the online
Stone officiating. Born September 27, guestbook at: www.rggrharris.com
1927 in Oakland County, Michigan he
was a son of the late Ray and Leatus
Douglas Wright'and was preceded in
death by his brother Robert Wright.
Mr. Wright was a US Navy Veteran of
WWII, .an Executive for National
Twist Drill and Tool Company in
Rochester, Michigan; Fansteei/V.R.
Wesson in Waukegan, Illinois; and
owner of Management Recruiters of
Pinehurst. He is survived by his wife,
Anne Bauer Wright of Pinehurst, and
his brother, Ray J. Wright of Sterling
Heights, Michigan. Memorials may be
made to Community Presbyterian
Church, P.O. Box 1449, PinehHrst, NC
28370. Powell Funeral Home and
Crematory of Southern Pines.

.
.:.

Southeastern (Detroit)
;
Class of 19B7
-.--=1
v
A 20-year reunion is being planned for '>.
summer 2007. Looking for graduates.
of June 1987. If interested in attending
or know of whereabouts'of graduates, -.
contact Terri Banks-Faison at (313)2204769ortntfaison@aol.com

iuaries, Memorials, Remembrances
* •

;:;

Royal Oak Dondero High School
Class of June-Jan. of 1959
Seeking classmates for Aug. 4
reunion, include name, address and e/" mail address to: Jean (Elliotte) Palmer <•
248-435-7875, TJPalmer73@aol.com, or:. '•
' Mike Soule 248-853-7483.
'.'>•;

MISC. SINGLES

Zoey Lee Patten
Ashley Martindale and A d a m
Patten of Livonia announce t h e
birth of their daughter, Zoey
Lee Patten, on March 8 at
Botsford Hospital in
Farmington Hills.
Grandparents are Becky and
J o h n Martindale of Livonia a n d
Eve Patten of Taylor. Greatgrandparents are N o r m a and
Edwin Martindale of Cape
Coral, Fla., previously of
Livonia; Larry Mauney of
Central Lake, Mich., and
Maureen Patten of Taylor.
Great-great grandmother is
Clotilda Relle of Taylor.

pagne toast and much more.
Detroit Cooley
Classes of 1967,1968
Reunion 6:30 p.m. Saturday, Sep. 29,
2007, at Laurel Manor, Livonia.
Discounted tickets before March 1.
Contact Dave Junquist at (810)6679131, Website www.geocities.com/cooleyreunions67. All classmates are
encouraged to register for inclusion in
memory book at

SINGLES

Brianna Lynn Bartz

&

POLICY
The first five "billed" lines of
art obituary are published at
no cost. All additional lines
..will be charged at $4 per line.
You may place a picture' of
your loved one for an
additional cost of only $6.
Symbolic emblems may be
included at no cost (example:
American Flags, " religious
symbols, etc.)
Deadlines:
Friday 4:30 PM for Sunday
Wednesday Noon for Thursday
Obituaries received after these deadlines
will be placed in the next available Issue.

e-mai) your obit to
aeobits@hometownlife.com
or fax to:
Attn: Obits c/o Charolette Wilson
734-953-2232
For more information call:
Charolette Wilson
734-953-2070
ar Liz Kefser
734-953-2067
or toll free
866-818-7653
ask for Char or Liz

C8 (*)
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Cheap shots focuses on i
BY LINDA ANN CHOMIN
*"/

STAFFWRITER

Ralph Krawczyk, Jr. never
thought he would shoot photographs with film again until a
friend told him about the
Holga. The inexpensive toy
camera produces images
unlike digital. The simple plastic lens creates blurring, light
leaks and other distortions to
create a mood.
Two of the photographs
Krawczyk shot with a Holga
are part of a group show presented by the Krappy Kamera
Club of Ann Arbor. Observer
Newspapers photographer Bill
Bresler of Livonia also has
work in the exhibit titled
Cheap Shots: The Silver
Dreams of Plastic Cameras.
The show continues to
Friday April 6, at Gallery 4,
212 Nickels Arcade, on the second floor above Arcade
Barbers, Ann Arbor.
Gallery hours are 3-7 p.m.
Thursday-Friday, noon to 5
p.m. Saturday-Sunday, and by
appointment.
According to club member
Michael C. Myers, there are 17
photographers in the show,
which features 28 images created with toy, pinhole, old and
Polaroid cameras.
Krawczyk's images include a
dramatic black and white of a
goat at the Kensington Petting
Farm, and Illuminated (from
Behind), a photograph capturing the sun coming through

Ralph Krawczyk, Jr. used a Holga camera to shoot Illuminated (from Behind).
It is one of the photographs on display in an exhibit titled Cheap Shots: The
Silver Dreams of Plastic Cameras.

colorful autumn leaves.
"I started last summer taking photos with a Holga," said
Ralph Krawczyk, Jr. of
Redford. Krawczyk became a
member of the club about six
months ago after visiting
www.flickr.com, an online
photo sharing community.
"It has more soul, more
mood, natural vignetting

around the edges, some blurring and distortion, but the
central focus point is totally
clear."
Since discovering the Holga,
Krawczyk says he's been
"shooting just about anything
with it - abandoned buildings,
the zoo. Anywhere I go I take
pictures."
"I like things that are older

and show some character."
Krawczyk developed an
interest in photography while
he studying graphic design at
Eastern Michigan University.
Today, he works for General
Motors Creative Services
designing exhibits for auto
shows arid corporate events.
"It really goes back to boy
scouts," said Krawczyk. "I was
always into photography.
"I plan to experiment with
different types of cameras. I
recently went to an estate sale
and picked up cameras from
the 30s and 40s."
For those interested in learning more about the cameras
used by club members, a workshop takes place 2-5 p.m.
Sunday, March 25. Ross Orr
and Matt Callow explain pinhole photography and guide
participants through building
their own with a few cheap
everyday items. No charge.
Dust Off Your Old Cameras
and Get Busy 1-2 p.m.
Saturday, March 31, when vintage camera expert Mark
O'Brien shows examples of
"orphaned'* cameras found hidden away in attics and basements. He'll also talk about
restoring the cameras (Argus,
Brownies, old SLRs, etc.).
Both workshops take place
at Gallery 4.
For more information, visit
www.mattcallow.com/cheapshots.html.

TICKETS ON SALE SATURDAY, MARCH 31 • 12:30 PM

TICKETS ARE AVAILABLE AT EVERY PRICE RANGE (EXCEPT $12} AT
PIST0NS.COM, ALL T1CKETMASTER OUTLETS, OR BY CALLING 248-377-010D

Ichomin@hometownlife.com I (734} 953-2145

Talented young people wanted for commercials
ft* First, there was American
Idol, then Grease: You're the
One That I Want. Now the
Comcast Casting Call is searching for a ^ e n t e d 11 to 15-yearold Micnigan resideriitd; be
featured in an upcoming
advertising, campaign.
"This is a fu^and different
1^$)^ find trjt next'"race and
|i$ice of Comcast in Michigan,"
said Luis Casanova, vice presi-

dent of Communications and
Public Affairs for Comcast's
Michigan Region.
In addition to being awarded
a contract from Comcast, the
winner will be awarded an
HDTV, home computer system, digital phone system, and
a free year of Comcast Cable,
Internet and Digital.Vbice.
Both professionals and amateurs are elieihle to enter this

5ERRA
LUBE, OIL
& FILTER

$•95
9

"AitDay
Every Dayi"
Up to 5 quarts
Standard Motor Oil
& Filter
ALL

MAKES

ALL

MODELS

8

21,965

*pfus tax, title doc, dest.

SOD7 CAMRY

audition, visit www.comcastcastingcall.com.
All contestants must be
legal residents of Michigan and
must have parent or guardian
permission to participate in
the competition.

-

PREOWMED SALE
'03 ACCORD, 4 door
56K, Black, $ 1 4 , 9 9 5

J
**«. J

'01 MERCEDES C320
62K, Silver. $ 1 6 , 0 4 5

Another

'06 CAMRY, 33K, Bla

$16,077
'99 MERCEDES C23C
71K, Gold. $ 9 4 8 7

to Join
agstar Family

'04 KIA SPECTRA, A

**

Sign Si Drive
* * 4 8 mo. lease 12k/yr. plus tax.

ANY T1CKETMASTER LOCATION OR LOG 01¾ TO PIST0NS.COM

y*r*m
C.a*

door, Silver. $ 6 8 9 9
4 8 mo
lease

FOB TICKETS, C A L 1 2 4 8 - 3 7 7 - 0 1 0 0 , VISIT THE PALACE BOX OFFICE,

nalr

'V'".? P°-

aOD7 SIENNA

SALE $
PRICE

talent search as long as they
meet age and residency
requirements. From auditions
submitted online, 10 finalists
will be selected by a panel of
eight judges, and the finalists
will participate in a live audition on Saturday, March 31.
To view the rules, regu]"
tions and directions of th
Comcast Casting Call an<
submit an application an

'06 TOYOTA HIGHLAND

19K, Silver. $SO,89B

Simply transfer your checking account to
Flagstar and become eligible for:
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Trusted Care to Keep You Safe..at-Home
Let us help you live
the life you want in
your own home.

at

"fti A
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S

w

S t N I O K <7 A U F

• Non-medical Home Care
• Companionship
• Personal Care
•Alzheimer's Care
• Errands
• Light Housework/Laundry
• Meal Preparation

r

'

to

Maximum deposit $2,500
( n m e n i e n u 1 \ o i ; <.an count o n .
:.>in i.f> M I " i \ » < . '.!•,- iiiM.ii
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and we will bring you a
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Bach Home Instead Senior Care Franchise Office

MM

16013 Middlebelt Road * Livonia
ptomeinstead.cpni ..*' *

&

"Annual Percentage Yield (APV) is accurate as of 3/13/07, Minimum opening balance is $500, maximum is $2,500. Additional deposits are not allowed during CD term.
Penalty may be Imposed tor early withdrawal on CD. A $100 penalty will be imposed against CO balance, if checking account is closed before. Initial
fi-month CD term expires. CD available for new checking account customers (no existing Flagstar checking account) or existing Flagstar checking account
customers not previously enrolled in, but now joining, the flagstar Loyalty Program by establishing a monthly automatic payment or direct deposit. Rate
effective for a limited time only. Offer cannot be combined with coupons or other special offers. Account fees could reduce earnings. Not avaiiable for public units. Certain
restrictions may apply. Please contact your local Flagstar banking center for more information.
032507FLGSS7W1

