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BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A Garden City man whose driver's license has 
been suspended for 20 years is accused of lead­
ing police on a high-speed chase after stealing a 
woman's purse outside a Westland grocery 
store. 

Charles McDonald, a 38-year-old man with 
two decades of driving offenses, was arraigned 
Tuesday afternoon — three days after he is 
accused of fleeing officers from four police agen­
cies. 

The incident started around 8:10 p.m. 
Saturday after a 26-year-old woman left the 
Farmer Jack store on the southwest corner of 

Cherry Hill and Merriman, Westland Police 
Officer Patrick Corby said. 

"She was putting her small child in her car 
and left her purse in the shopping cart," he said. 

A man jumped out of his minivan, grabbed 
her purse and fled in his 2000 Plymouth 
Voyager, but the woman followed him briefly 
and called police as the incident was unfolding, 
Corby said. 

Another Westland officer, David Dinsmore, 
spotted the minivan near Henry Ruff and 
Avondale and started a pursuit that lasted 14 
minutes, ending when the suspect hit a tree at 
Cherry Hill and Harrison in Garden City, Corby 
said. 

McDonald is accused of leading police on a 

chase that reached 50 mph in residential neigh­
borhoods and 90-plus mph along main roads. 
The chase involved officers from Westland, 
Garden City, Inkster and the Wayne County 
Sheriff's Department. 

The winding chase went as far north as 
Marquette and as far south as Avondale, but the 
minivan never hit another vehicle. ' 

McDonald was taken into custody at the 
scene and then treated at a hospital, Corby said. 
Police found the stolen purse in the minivan. 

McDonald was arraigned Tuesday in front of 
Westland District Judge C. Charles Bokos on 
charges of larceny from a person, fleeing and 
eluding, resisting and obstructing police officers 
and driving with a suspended license. 

A not-guilty plea was entered, and Bokos set a 
$100,000 cash bond. McDonald is scheduled 
for an April 19 preliminary hearing to deter­
mine whether he should stand trial. Of the 
charges against him, larceny from a person car­
ries the stiffest penalty with a possible 10-year 
prison term. McDonald has had a suspended 
license since 1987, when he was 18, Corby said. 
His prior convictions include multiple times of 
driving with a suspended license. His record 
also includes domestic violence and driving 
drunk. Even before Saturday's incident, 
McDonald wasn't scheduled for a license review 
by the Secretary of State until 2011. 
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Student Michah Elrod says her phrases In Spanish for a fee for counseling secretary Sue Daniels as part of the fund-raising Wo rid Language Day at Marshal! 
Middle School. 

raiser honors late teacher 

Josh DuPrie and Rogelio Rodriguez show their boards 
to a customer to pick out what they like them to say 
in Spanish. 

BY SUE MASON 
STAFF WRITER 

Everything has a price. 
That's what the students and staff of 

Marshall Middle School, discovered 
recently when they paid their peers to 
recite poems, advertising jingles and slo­
gans in Spanish and French. 

It was World Language Day, a time to 
practice language skills, but more impor­
tantly to raise money for a charity, this 
year the American Stroke Association in 
honor of late physical education teacher 
and coach James Daniel. 

Mr. Daniel, a popular and longtime 
teacher at the school, died suddenly last 
month of a massive stroke. 

"We all felt we wanted to dp something," 
said World Language teacher Sue Carlson. 

"Right before he died, we did a survey and 
had many ideas on who to give the money 
to. The kids were ready to vote, but it 
became very obvious that they wanted to 
do something in his memory. It was clear 
it was the right choice." 

"We were going to give it to James (Mr. 
Daniel's son who attends Marshall) for 
college, then decided to give it to the 
stroke association," added Sydney Oaks, 
who collected $31. 

TRADITION 
This is the ninth consecutive year that 

Carlson's students have participated in 
World Language Day at Marshall. They 
dressed in hats and costumes and went 
around the school between classes, speak-
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Suspect aborts bank 
robbery, flees store 

An attempted bank robbery inside the Westland Meijer 
store ended abruptly Monday evening when the suspect 
suddenly fled, police Sgt. Chris Benson said. 

"He got jittery and left," Benson said. . 
The incident happened around 6:30 p.m. when the sus­

pect approached a teller at the Chase Bank branch inside 
the Meijer store on the southeast corner of Warren and 
Newburgh roads. 

"He passed a note demanding money and, in the mean­
time, before the teller could get the money, he left without 
getting anything," Benson said. 

The would-be robber didn't reveal a gun, but the female 
teller told police that she believed the suspect implied hav­
ing a weapon. 

Because the incident involved an attempted bank rob­
bery, FBI officials also were called in to investigate. 

The teller described the suspect as a thin, 6-foot-2 white 
man with "5 o'clock shadow" facial hair, Benson said. The 
man wore a blue Detroit Tigers hooded sweatshirt, a ball 
cap and sunglasses. 

Anyone with information about the incident is urged to 
call the Westland Police Department at (734) 722-9600. 

~ By Oarreii Clem 

Editor's Note: Five candidates ~ Bhagwan'Dashairya, Skip Monit, Brian 
Mulligan, Martha Pitsenbarger and T. Cortez Span Jr. - are campaigning for 
two four-year terms on the Wayne-West land Board of Education in the 
Tuesday, May 8, election. This is the first of five stories profiling the candi­
dates based on their responses to questions submitted to them by The 
Observer. 

•y$t Bhagwan Dashairya is no stranger to elec­
tions. Since 1983 he has run for such offices 
as mayor of Dearborn, Wayne County 
Commissioner, Westland City Council and 
most recently governor. 

_jy •*• j j ^ ^ A management consultant, the Westland 
^ H *» ^ H resident is making his first bid for the 
^ H . _*" H [ Wayne-Westland Board of Education, hoping 

to unseat one of two incumbents — Martha 
Pitsenbarger and Skip Monit. 

He holds two bachelor degrees -- one in 
mathematics, physics, chemistry from 
Allahabad University and one in mechanical 
engineering from Banaras Hindu University, 
both in India — a master of business admin­
istration in business management from 
Davenport University and a master of science 

and doctoral degrees in mechanical engineering from the 
University of Mississippi. 
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Youth projects celebrated, with a taste of CAPA's High Schoo 
BYDAVEVARGA. 

STAFF WRITER 

Some 2,500 Livonia Public 
Schools youth made a point of 
"making a difference" mis year. 
They were celebrated with 
Tuesday night at Franklin High. 

For Megan Mila, making a 
difference meant collecting 41 
cell phones to provide emer­
gency phone access to those 
who can't otherwise afford it. 

The Riley Upper Elementary 
School student made a box and 
put an item in the school's 
weekly newsletter asking class­
mates and staff to pitch in. "I 
was excited that abunch of peo­
ple joined in and helped," 
Megan said. 

The phones were donated to 
the Livonia Police Department, 
but not before her Girl Scout 
troop also pitched in by clearing 
out all the numbers in the cast-
off phones. Megan was one of 
166 youth at Riley who partici­
pated. 

For Nathan Kile, a sixth-
grader at Cooper Upper 
Elementary making a difference 
meant putting a couple bird 
feeders up near his house - and 
then filling them "every two or 
three days" from the fall 
through the spring. 

"It's not a lot of work," Nathan 
said. Of course, there was some 
winter in between those seasons 
and it did get a bit cold, and as 
Nathan noted, "It wasn't a lot of 
fun." 

Resides keeping the birds 
well fed, he saw sparrows, pur­
ple finches, cardinalsand one 
red-tail hawk (his favorite). 

Displays of posters, photo­
graphs, and storyboards shared 
the students' good works on 
table after table for visitors to 
see at the celebration. Some told 
of very individual efforts, such 
as Buchanan kindergartner 
Grade Droz visiting her grand­
mother and giving cards and 
candy to the others at the nurs­
ing home. Others shoveled 
snow for neighbors, cut their 
hair for Locks of Love, visited 
shelters, or gathered items for 
care packages sent to troops 
overseas. Group efforts featured 
scout troops' Operation Can Do, 
school gatherings of Toys for 
Tots, efforts to help the 
Michigan Humane Society and 
others, too numerous to men­
tion. 
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Cleveland Elementary fourth-grader Brooke Harris, 10, looks over her Youth Making a Difference project with her 
mother, Amy, at Franklin High School Tuesday. Brooke had 10 inches of her red hair taken off in August for Locks of 
Love. "I wanted to help someone who was sick, who needed a wig," she said. 

11 

' "We're very, very, very proud 
of all of you," Supt. Randy Liepa 
told the gathering. 

The annual event was coordi­
nated by co-chairs Dawn 
Casella and Deb DesChenes 
and featured a few short 
speeches and some refresh­
ments. 

For many, though, the high­
light of the evening was a 
chance to see a selection of 
scenes from Disney's High 
School Musical, performed by a 
huge cast of students and sup­
porting crew from the Creative 
and Performing Arts program. 

The show had been sold out 
during it's early February run at 
Churchill, so the Franklin audi­
torium was filled and plenty of 
people stood at the back of the 
opened room to watch and hear 
"Start of Something New," 
"Get'cha Head in the Game," 
"We're All in This Together," and 
more. 

After the show. Tan 
Naccashian was one of the 
young students who agreed to 
pose for a photo near his dis­
play, as his mother, Kim, cap­
tured the moment. His project: 
Gathering 80 pairs of glasses 

Dawn Casella (right), co-chair of 
the Livonia PTSA Council Youth • 
Making a Difference celebration, 

. enjoys the CAPA performance of 
Disney's High School Musical with 
her family, husband Michael, son 
Nickias, a seventh-grader at 
Holmes Middle School and 
daughter Elizabeth, a fourth-
grader at Hoover Elementary. 

this year to donate to 
. Lenscrafters for people who 
can't afford glasses. Over his 
lifetime, the fifth-grader said 
he'd collected 242 pairs. 

His effort began with putting 
a box at school and "asking my 
neighbors and grandparents," 
Ian said. 

This year's Youth Making A 
Difference efforts faced chal­
lenges. DesChenes pointed out 
that, despite the school district's 
attendance shifts and school 
closings, there were still 18 LPS 
schools participating in Youth 
Making a Difference this year. 
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curbside recycling talks 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Calling it absurd that 
Westland has no curbside recy-. 
cling program, some city leaders 
are adamant that a remedy be 
found within the next year. 

"From a moral standpoint, I 
think it's unconscionable that 
we're the 10th largest city in the 
state and we don't have a (curb-
side) recycling program," 
Westland City Councilman 
James Godbout said Monday 
evening. 

Godbout's renewed push for a 
recycling program came amid 
opening-round talks a^out 
Mayor William Wild's newly 
proposed, $60.8 million budget.. 

City leaders face a decision of 
trying to start a curbside recy­
cling program or reducing a 
garbage-disposal tax and 
refunding a portion of it to tax­
payers. 

Wild's proposed budget sug­
gests reducing the tax from 2.15 
mills to 2 mills - an amount 
that would return $350,000 to 
taxpayers. To put it in perspec­
tive, however, the owner of a 
$100,000 home would receive a 
refund of just $7-50 a year, or 63 
cents a month. 

Rather than rolling back the 
tax, Godbout and some of his 
colleagues, including Cheryl 
Graunstadt and Michael 
Kehrer, indicated they want to 
at least consider a curbside 
recycling program. 

Currently, Westland residents 
have to take their recyclable 
materials to the city's public 
service department, on 
Marquette east of Newburgh. 
Recycling proponents don't 
consider that program conven­
ient. 

"Personally, I'd like to see us 
start a recycling program in 
some form in the next budget 
year," said Godbout, who chairs 
the city's recycling committee. 

The council can make revi­
sions to Wild's budget before 
approving it in early June. The 
spending plan will cover the fis­
cal year that starts July 1. 

Several years ago, the city 
failed in its last curbside recy­
cling program. Officials attrib­
uted the downfall to a $50-a-
year fee for households. 

Most city leaders agree that 
residents won't pay a fee to recy­
cle. Therefore, some officials 
support using the garbage-dis­
posal tax and exploring viable 
options for a new program. 

On Monday, council 
President Charles Pickering 
questioned whether the timing 
is right for a curbside recycling 
program. 

Moreover, he suggested the 

city might want to consider 
refunding even more money to 
taxpayers from a $1 million bal­
ance in Westland's sanitation 
fund. 

Recycling proponents believe 
Pickering's suggestion would 
essentially kill a recycling plan. 
Godbout and Kehrer also 
warned that the state may even­
tually force cities like Westland 
to implement a curbside pro­
gram, which they said will only 
become more expensive as time 
passes. 

No clear consensus was 
reached Monday on how the 
city will proceed with the recy­
cling issue. 

In other budget develop­
ments Monday: 

- Wild reiterated that his 
budget would protect a $2 mil­
lion surplus - an amount that 
hasn't changed in recent years. 

- No money has been set 
aside for raises as the city pre­
pares for contract talks this year 
with police and fire unions. 

~ Westland District Court 
Administrator David Wiacek 
said court revenues could 
potentially reach $4.5 million 
during the next year. If that 
happens, he said, about 
8800,000 would be turned over 
to the city's general fund. 

- Wild announced a new plan 
to try to use city vehicles until 
they reach the 100,000-mile 
mark, rather than the 60,000-
to-70,000 range. Already, Police 
Chief James Ridener drives a 
2000 GMC Yukon with 121,000 
miles. 

- Public Service Director 
Kevin Buford said his depart­
ment has implemented cost-
saving measures such as putting 
covers on thermostats to keep 
employees from changing tem­
perature settings, and cutting 
off lights that once burned all 
night. Overall, he said, his 
budget "is pretty close if not 
mirroring what was presented 
to council last year." 

- Some city secretaries and 
office clerks are upset that their 
union, the American Federation 
of State, County & Municipal 
Employees Local 1602, contin­
ues to lose senior members. . 
Their concerns arose after the 
fire department proposed tak­
ing a Local 1602 secretary and 
making her a higher-ranking 
confidential secretary. 

Some City Council members 
indicated they will have more 
questions about such changes. 
Pickering said he was disap­
pointed that the latest change 
wasn't mentioned by fire 
department officials or the 
mayor's administration. 
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