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Purse theft leads to high-speed chase

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A Garden City man whose driver's license has
been suspended for 20 years is accused of lead-
ing police on a high-speed chase after stealing a
woman's purse outside a Westland grocery
store.

Charles McDonald, a 38-year-old man with
two decades of driving offenses, was arraigned
Tuesday afterncon — three days after he is
accused of fleeing officers from four police agen-
cies.

The incident started around 8:10 p.m.
Saturday after a 26-year-old woman left the
Farmer Jack store on the southwest corner of

Cherry Hill and Merriman, Westland Police
Officer Patrick Corby said.

“She was putting her small child in her car
and left her purse in the shopping cart,” he said.
A man jumped out of his minivan, grabbed

her purse and fled in his 2000 Plymouth
Voyager, but the woman followed him briefly
and called police as the incident was unfolding,
Corby said.

Another Westland officer, David Dinsmore,
spotted the minivan near Henry Buff and
Avondale and started a pursuit that lasted 14
minutes, ending when the suspect hit a tree at
Cherry Hill and Harrison in Garden City, Corby
said.

McDonald is accused of 1ea.d1ng police ona

chase that reached 50 mph in residential neigh-
borhoods and 90-plus mph along main roads.

_ The chase involved officers from Westland,

Garden City, Tnkster and the Wayne County
Sheriff’s Department.

The winding chase went as far north as :
Marquette and as far south as Avondale, but the
minivan never hit another vehicle.

McDonald was taken into custody at the
scene and then treated at a hospital, Corby said.
Police found the stolen purse in the minivan.

McDonald was arraigned Tuesday in front of
Westland District Judge €. Charles Bokos on
charges of larceny from a person, fleeing and
eluding, resisting and obstructing police officers
and driving with a suspended license.

A not-guilty plea was entered, and Bokos set a
$100,000 cash bond. McDonald is scheduled
for an April 19 preliminary hearing to deter-
mine whether he should stand trial. Of the
charges against him, larceny from a person car-
ries the stiffest penalty with a possible 10-year
prison term. MeDongld has had a suspended”
license since 1987, when he was 18, Corby said.
His prior convictions include multiple times of
driving with a suspended license, His record
also includes domestic violence and driving
drunk. Even before Saturday’s incident,
MeDonald wasn’t scheduled for a license review
by the Secretary of State until 2011.
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fo a customer to pick out what they like.them to say
in Spanish.

@ The Observer
& Ecgentric
For Home Newspapers
Delivery call: .
Volume 42
(866) 887-2737 Number 92

B
GANNETT

H AT eI A AR N

ﬁ e

ﬁ 531:% 10007

Suspect aborts bank
robbery, flees store

An attempted bank robbery inside the Westland Meijer
store ended abruptly Monday evening when the suspect
suddenly fled, police Sgt. Chris Benson said,

“He got jittery and left,” Benson said. . -

The incident happened around 6:30 p.m. when the sus-
pect approached a teller at the Chase Bank branch inside

. the Meijer store on the southeast corner of Warren and
Mewburgh roads.

“He passed a note demanding money and, in the mean-
time, before the teller could gét the money, he left without
getting anything,” Benson said.

The would-be robber didn’t reveal a gun, but the female
teller told police that she believed the suspect implied hav-
ing a weapon.

Because the incident involved an attempted bank rob-
bery, FBI officials also were called in to investigate,

The teller described the suspect as a thin, 6-foot-2 white
man with “5 o'clock shadow” facial hair, Benson said. The
man wore a blue Detroit Tigers hooded sweatshirt, a ball
cap and sunglasses.

Anyone with information about the incident is urged to
call the Westland Police Department at (734) 722-9600,

- By Darrell Clem
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BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

Everything has a price.

That’s what the students and staff of
Marshall Middle School discovered
recently when they paid their peers to
recite poems, advertising jingles and slo-
gans in Spanish and French.

It was World Language Day, a time to
practice language skills, but more impor-
tantly to faise money for a charity, this
year the American Stroke Association in
honor of late physical education teacher

~ and coach James Daniel.

Mr. Daniel, a popular and longtime
teacher at the school, died suddenly last
month of a massive stroke.

“We all felt we wanted to dp something,”
said World Language teacher Sue Carlson.

“Right before he died, we did a survey and
had many ideas on who to give the money
10, The kids were ready to vote, but it
became very obvious that they wanted to
do something in his memory. it was clear
it was the mght choice.”

“We were going to give it to James (Mr.
Daniel’s son who attends Marshall) for
college, then decided to give it to the
stroke association,” added Sydney Oaks,
who collected $31. '

TRADITION

This is the ninth consecutive year that
Carlson’s students have participated in
World Language Day at Marshall. They
dressed in hats and costumes and went
around the school between cla,sses speak~
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Dashairya: Board needs
experience, leadership

Editor's Note: Five candidates ~Bhagwan Dashairya, Skip Menit, Brian
Muiligan, Martha Pitsenbarger and T. Cortez Span Jr. - are campaigning for
two four-year terms on the Wayne-Westlfand Beard of Education in the
Tuesday, May 8. election. This is the first of five stories profiling the candi-
dates based on their responses fo quest;ons submitted to them by The

Bhagwan Dashairya is no stranger to elec-
ions. Since 1983 he has run for such offices
| as mayor of Dearborn, Wayne County
Commissioner, Westland City Councxl and
most recently governor.
A management consultant, the Westland

Bl resident is making his first bid for the

Wayne-Westland Board of Education, hoping
0 unseat ane of two incumbents — Martha
Pitsenbarger and Skip Monit.

He holds two bachelor degrees — one in
mathematics, physics, chem1stry from
Allahabad University and one in mechanical
engineering from Banaras Hindu University,
both in India — a master of business admin-
istration in business management from
Davenport University and a master of science

and doctoral degrees in mechanical engmeermg from the
University of Mississippi,
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