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BY SUE MASON 

STAFF WRITER 

The job losses that have swept across the state 
of Michigan are now having an impact on public 
schools, with many districts experiencing signifi­
cant drops in enrollment for the 2007-08 school 
year. 

"The economy has definitely hurt us," Wayne-
Westland Supt. Greg Baracy said. "We know a 
number of families have left the state for other 
jobs. This is a sign of the crisis this state is fac­
ing." 

The district is in the process of auditing figures 
from the annual student count done Sept. 26. It's 
one of two counts done each year to yield a blend­
ed enrollment — 75 percent of the September 
count and 25 percent of a count in February are 

used — for state school aid purposes. 
According to Baracy, the school district has 

experienced aloss of 200 students since the 
2006-07 school year and there is "no rhyme or 
reason" to it. Some schools in the district have 
seen enrollment increase, while others have seen 
their numbers drop. 

Elementary schools like Walker-Winter 
Elementary in Canton and Wildwood and P.D. 
Graham in Westland had increases. Walker-
Winter, one of two blue ribbon schools in the dis­
trict, had 45 more students, while Wildwood had 
an increase of 50 and P.D. Graham 53. 

But across town at the district's other blue 
ribbon school, Edison Elementary, enrollment 
dropped by 34 students. 

Stevenson Middle School picked up an addi­
tional 60 students and Adams Middle School 

also saw an increase; however, Marshall Middle 
School lost 12 students, Baracy said. 

The biggest disappoint was in the kindergarten 
enrollment. Last year, the district had its highest 
enrollment —1,100 youngsters — in years due in 
part to a pilot all-day kindergarten program it 
rolled out at four elementaries. But even with an 
expanded all-day program, the district saw the 
kindergarten enrollment drop by 100 students. 

"We're really disappointed in the drop in kin­
dergarten enrollment. Those are the students 
who stay with you year after year," Baracy said. 
"It also reflects the fact that young families are 
leaving the state." 

The district did pick up more than 50 students 
through its schools of choice program, but that 
increase had already been factored into the 
enrollment projection. 
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BILL BRESLERI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Shannon Salisbury is comfortable on stage or at home belting out a song, and if the teen gets her way, she'll be doing it on Broadway. See Page A4 for the 
story and more photos. 

Reeves: Goal is 
improve city 

BY DARRELLCLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Westland City Council appointee 
Dewey Reeves pledged when he was 
chosen for a council seat in January that 
he would work tirelessly to help all city 
residents. 

Since then, he has made the rounds in 
city departments to educate himself, and 
he has been lauded for becoming involved in community 
projects such as helping to boost restoration efforts at the 
Westland Historic Village Park. 

Reeves 

Please see REEVES, A3 

CITY COUNCIL 
Eight candidates are 
vying for four council 
seats. The top three 
vote-getters will earn 
a four-year term; the 
fourth-place finisher 
will get a two-year 
term. The job pays 
$12,515 a year. 

Rodriguez: City 
needs more rec 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Westland City Council challenger Mark 
Rodriguez has never strayed from his 
belief that the city will have to improve its 
recreational facilities if it hopes to improve 
its image, attract young families and boost 
property values. 

Rodriguez has long been a proponent for Frontier Park, 
a vast recreation complex that he wants to see built west of 
what is now a closed-off, contaminated Central City Park. 
He believes his vision could even coincide with cleanup 

Rodnauez 

"What we've seen is a lot of families going 
south to Tennessee and a number of parents with 
children have moved in with relatives," Baracy 
said. "We also had a number of folks going, to 
North Carolina and South Carolina. Apparently, 
there are areas there that are booming." 

Wayne-Westland isn't the only district to lose 
students. Baracy said he has talked to at least 
a dozen superintendents in the past two weeks 
"and to the one, their projections are down." 

"Even those districts projecting growth have 
not meet their projections, not one district has 
had an increase or exceeded projections," he 
added. "Everyone is saying similar things, that 
families are moving out of state to where the jobs 
are." 
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Ceremony unveils 
historical marker 

property 

Please see RODRIGUEZ, A3 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
• STAFF WRITER 

Hardly a week goes by that Westland historian 
Jo Johnson doesn't receive inquiries by phone or 
e-mail about Eloise, a former poorhouse and asy­
lum that became one of the country's largest public 
health care facilities. 

Eloise sprawled for 902 acres on both sides of 
Michigan Avenue between Merriman and Henry 
Ruff roads, and it housed 10,000 patients and 
employed 2,000 workers in the late 1920s. 

Although Eloise closed in the early 1980s, partly 
due to mental health reforms, anyone who doubts 
the interest level in the complex need only perform 
a simple Google search online to find page after 
page of information — from the historically sig­
nificant to creepy tales about supposed ghosts of 
those who died there. 

Some fans believe that every day is Halloween 
on the Eloise property, so it seems fitting that a 
new state historic marker will be unveiled Tuesday 
— just 15 days before that scariest of days. 
, "It's amazing," Johnson said, referring to the 

level of interest in Eloise. 
The public may attend a small ceremony at 5 

p.m. Tuesday next to what is now the Kay Beard 
Building on the Eloise site, on the north side of 
Michigan Avenue between Merriman and Henry 
Ruff. The building was renamed years ago in honor 
of the longest-serving Wayne County Commission 
member. 

Now reduced to just five buildings — and only 
two in use for county offices and a homeless shel­
ter — Eloise once had 75 structures and its own 
farm, cannery, bakery, cemetery, employee hous­
ing, police and fire departments, and trolley and 
train stations. 

Even so, few people wanted to end up there. 
Depending on the time in history, being sent to 
Eloise could mean being poor beyond any sem­
blance of self-sufficiency or being declared insane. 

Eloise doctors pioneered the use of X-rays for 
diagnostic purposes, and psychiatric patients 
underwent such treatment as electroshock. 

The $3,000 needed for the state marker was 
largely raised by the sale of a book by author 
Patricia Ibbotson titled Eloise: Poorhouse, Farm, 
Asylum and Hospital 1839-1984. Ibbotson worked 
in nursing at Eloise. 

Tuesday's ceremony will culminate a long pro­
cess for getting the state marker. Those who attend 
may go inside the building for cider and doughnuts 
after the unveiling. Johnson said the museum hon­
oring Eloise will be open. 
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PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Go Rockets 
John Glenn juniors had the spirit at the Homecoming pep rally. More photos can be seen on the 
Westland home page at www.hometownlife.com. 

John Glenn 

'• Katelyn 
, Persh, on 

her way to 
, the tricycle 

race victory, 
is chased 
by seniors 

!at the 
' Homecoming 

pep rally. 

If-* 
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queen Skye Jones and king I • 
crowned during hafftime las' -

Volunteers turn out 
for Norwayne cleanup 
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Sunday, October 14th 
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Driver seriously 
injured after 
vehicle hits house 

A Jeep Cherokee crashed 
through a wall of a house near 
the Berkshire-Westchester 
intersection Saturday morning, 
according to Westland police 
reports. 

No one inside the house was 
injured, and police reports 
indicated that the driver was 
treated at a hospital for serious 
injuries. 

The intersection is near 
Palmer and Henry Ruff road's. 

The driver, a 49-year-old 
man, apparently lost control of 
his Jeep while having a medical 
problem, according to police. 

A witness told police that 
it appeared the driver had a 
seizure, accelerated across 
Westchester, crossed a drive­
way and struck some landscap­
ing before hitting the east wall 
of the house. 

No other information was 
immediately available. 

KNOW THE SCOBS 
check out the numbers in 
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BYOARRELLCLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Garbage trucks hauled 
out 92,000 pounds of trash, 
and volunteers and residents 
filled another 33 Dumpsters 
during a massive cleanup 
Saturday in Westland's 
Norwayne subdivision. 

"It was a major cleanup," 
said Westland Public Service 
Director Kevin Buford, who 
provided the numbers. "It 
was tremendous. I think 
anybody who drives through 
Norwayne will notice a dif­
ference." 

Scores of residents, city 
workers, court program work­
ers and volunteers, including 
recovering addicts involved in 
Safe Step, pitched in during 
a seven-hour cleanup effort 
organized by Mayor William 
Wild. The city's trash hauler, 
Midwest Sanitation, provided 
trucks and workers. 

"I think it was a very suc­
cessful event," Wild said. "I 
think it was even better than 
we had anticipated." 

Landlords encouraged their 
tenants to participate, and 
residents urged each other 
on during what was billed 
as the largest neighborhood 

Homecoming 

The Westland Meteors will cel­
ebrate their homecoming Sunday, 
Oct. 14, at Wayne Memorial High 
School. The event wul start with 
alo ajn. junior freshman game 
with other games to follow. A 
parade will go from the Palace 
market parking lot to Wayne 
Memorial All former Meteors 
players, cheerleaders and coaches • 
are urged to attend. 

Psychic fair 
Take a bok into your future 

at a psychic fair that wul be held 
noon-6 pjn. Sunday, Oct. 21, at 
AMVETS Post 171 Hall, 1217 
Meniman, south of Cherry Hill. 
Admission is $2. There will be 
reading and a bake sale. 

Last chance 
Don't miss a chance to 

party and tryout the Concrete 
Jungle Skate Park at the Bailey 
Recreation Center at an end-of-
the-season party noon-7 p.m. 
Saturday, Oct 13. The cost is $5 
per person and includes food and 
drinks, raffle drawings and live 
bands. Skateboarders and inline 
skaters only. For more informa­
tion, call the Bailey Center at (734) 
722-7620. 

FISH meeting 
Organizers of the F.I.S.H. Dial-

A-Ride ofWestern Wayne County 

WESTLAND POLICE DEPARTMENT 
The following vehicles have been deemed and abandoned and will 
be sold at public auction October 16, 2006 at 11:15 AM. The 
auction will be held at Westland Car Care Towing, 6375 Hix Rd., 
Westland, MI 48185. The vehicles will be sold as is, starting bid is 
for towing and storage, 

YEAR MAKE MODEL 
1995 CHEVY CORSICA 
2000 FORD FOCUS 
1992 . CHEVY LUMINA 
1986 TOYOTA CELICA 
1995 PONTIAC BONNEVILLE 
1991 HONDA CIVIC 
1993 CHEVY BERETTA 
1989 BUICK CENTURY 
2002 MERCURY COUGAR 
1989 BUICK LESABRE 
1995 DODGE AVENGER 

Publish: October 11 & 14,2007 

BODY VIN# 
4-DR 1G1LD55M8SY154091 
2-DR 3FAFP3131R200516 
S/W 1GNDU06L0NT113080 
2-DR JT2MA67L5G0175607 
4-DR 1G2HZ52114220095 
2-DR 2HGED6353MH508390 
2-DR 1G1LW13T6PY227480 
4-DR 1G4AL51NXK6434747 
2-DR 1ZWFT61LX25600472 
4-DR 1G4HP54C0KH454569 
2-DR 4B3AU52N6SE077394 
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Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage located 
at 20080 Allen Rd. Trenton, Mi 48183 {734)479-5442 10/26/2007 at 
9:30 am. Sales are for cash only. Removal within 24 hours. For 
sale and storage units in which rent and fees are past due. 

Personal property described below in the matter of; 

1004- Jessica Verhille- mattress,couch,totes 
1014- Deborah L. Carr- couch,dresser,tv 
1025- Nicole Hellems- bags,boxes,shelf 
106- Deanna Harper- bed,sofa,tv. 
llOl- Lashunda Miller- boxes,shelf,bags 
223- Robert Burns- boxes 
233- Debra Hitts- boxes,totes,decorations 
417- Kenneth Hitts- sofa,mattress,bags 
422- Rikki Manning- bags,boxes,air conditioner 
524- Debra Higgins- boxes.fishing poles 
654- Raymond C. Dennis- refrigerator,toolbox,golf clubs 
720- Carla Johnson- refrigerator,stove,boxes 
813- Amanda Costa- washer,dryer,cabinet 
834- Eleni M. Segos- boxes,totes,chest 
905- Michelle Mitchell- mattress,boxes,fan 
927- Yianni Stathis- desk,cabinet 
940- Jeffrey Woodward- tv 
945- Leantre Terry- refrigerator,boxes,totes 
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Volunteers load up trash during a massive cleanup in Westland's Norwayne 
neighborhood. 

cleanup ever in Norwayne. 
The subdivision is bounded 
by Wildwood, Merrimari, 
Palmer and Glenwood. 

Workers also cleaned up 
vacant properties that had 
been littered with debris. ' 

City officials set up a main 
staging area near the Dorsey 
Center and secondary areas 
at Lincoln and Jefferson-
Barns elementary schools, 
where residents could go for 
help moving heavy appliances 
and other items. 

AROUND WESTLAND 

will hold an organizational meet­
ing at 1 pjn. Friday, Oct 12, at the 
Maplewood Community Center 
on Maplewood west of Merriman 
in Garden City. Volunteers are 
needed to provide free rides for 
senior citizens and the disabled 
in Westland, Garden City and 
Livonia. A commitment of one 
day a month is requested. People 
interested in volunteering can call 
Simon at ¢734) 751-4101 or by e-
maii at GCHS.MCMLX@yahoo. 
com. 

Petticoat Ladies 
The Westland Historic Village 

Park will present the historic-
minded Petticoat Ladies in apro-
gram called "Charmers & Cranks" 
at 7 p.m. Thursday, Oct. 11, at the 
city's senior Friendship Center, 
1119 N. Newburgh. It's a.program 
about Victorian-era women 
who were ahead of their time on 
issues. Cost is $6 per person or $5 
for seniors. For information and 
tickets, call Jo Johnson at (734) 
522-391S, Georgia Becker at (734) 
729-1605 or the Friendship Center 
at (734) 722-7628. Advance tickets 
are recommended. 

Candidate forum 
Southeast Westland 

Homeowner Association and the 
Westland Democratic Club will 
present a Westland Candidate 
Forum at 7 p.m. Friday Oct 12, at 
the Dorsey Center, 32715 Dorsey, 
between Palmer and Michigan 
Glenwood and east ofVenoy. 

Music program 
The public is invited to attend 

a free musical program, "The 
History of the Saxophone," 
presented by Steve Thomas 7 

Officials said the cleanup 
came after some inves­
tors already have renovated 
homes in Norwayne, which 
has many duplexes, four-
residence buildings and some 
single-family houses. The 
neighborhood was built by 
the federal government in 
World War II to house war­
time workers employed at 
places like the Willow Run 
Bomber Plant. 
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p.m. Monday, Oct. 15, in the 
library's community rooms of the 
William P. Faust Public Library 
ofWestland. Children under age 
6 should be accompanied by an 
adult For more information, 
call the Children's Desk at (734) 
26-6123. The library is at 6123 
Central City Parkway, north of 
Ford. 

Casino trip 
Enjoy an afternoon at the 

Greektown Casino Sunday, Nov. 
18, to benefit St. Darniaayouth 
Group. Tickets are $25 which 
includes charter bus transporta­
tion to and from the casino and a 
$15 coin voucher to use at the casi­
no. Bus departs from St Damian 
,30055 Joy in Westland, at 1 p.m. 
and will return back to the church 
at7p.nx Tickets are available by 
calling (734) 421-6130. * 

Free class 
The William P. Faust Public 

Library ofWestland is offering a 
free 60-minute infant massage 
class 10:30-11:30 a.m. Saturday, 
Oct. 13. 

Parents are invited to bring 
their babies, from birth to 9 
months old, to learn die art of 
infant massage. Certified infant 
massage therapist Carol O'Brien 
will lead the class and share how 
infant massage can relieve baby's 
discomforts and strengthen bond­
ing. 

Discover how infant massage 
nurtures a child's mental, spiritual 
and physical development. 

Register at the Children's Desk 
or by calling (734) 326-6123. The 
William P. Faust Public Library 
is at 6123 Central City Parkway, 
north df Ford, Westland. 

CITY OF WESTLAND 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC ACCURACY TEST 

The City ofWestland will hold its public accuracy test on the ES&S 
M-100 voting equipment for the November 6, 2007 Special/General 
Election on Tuesday, October 23, 2007 at 10:00 a.m. at Westland 
City Hall, 36601 Ford Road, Westland, Michigan. 

The public accuracy test is conducted to determine that the 
program and the computer being used to tabulate the ballot results 
count the votes in the manner prescribed by law. 

Eileen DeHart 
Westland City Clerk 
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Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self Service 
Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. and/or 
Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage located 
at 3650 Enterprise Dr. Allen Park, Mi 48101 (313) 441-3117 
10/26/2007 at 12:00 am. Sales are for cash only. Removal within 24 
hours. For sale and storage units in which rent and fees are past 
due. 
Personal property described below in the matter of: 
B028- Deborah Coe- couch ,chait,boxes 
B085- Daniel Loesch- table,chair,box 
B121-Venessa Williams- boxes 
B182-Cecilia Anderson-boxes 
B239- Natale Beard- bed,washer,dryer 
B271-'Stacey Amis- chair,table,boxes 
B274- Alicin Bell- trunk,boxes,fan 
B292- Sylena Nieves- refrigerator,toys,boxes 
B320- Rachelle Dillard- tv,bike,totes 
B367- Sharmanya Jamison- box,chair, couch 
B381- Romare Redden- tv,boxes,totes 
B384- Janie Clark- boxes 
B394- Elgena Rivera- mattress,table,boxes 
C012- Ashley Woodside- flooring,totes,bikes 
C015- Alaina Silagy- boxes,shelf,bags 
C022- Henee Esteen Ware- tv,totes,microwave 
D006- Celestine Henry- boxes 
D009- Cynthia Kari- stove,couch,chairs 
D020- Darren Ford- bed,hutch,box 

Publish: October 11 & 18,2007 
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