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1,23.. economy takes toll on enroliment

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER

The job losses that have swept across the state
of Michigan are now having an impact on public
schools, with many districts experiencing signifi-
¢ant drops in enrollment for the 2007-08 school
year.

“The economy has definitely hurt us,” Wayne-
Westland Supt. Greg Baracy said. “We know a
number of families have left the state for other
JObS This is a sign of the crisis this state is fac-
ing”

The district is in the process of audltmg figures
from the annual student count done Sept. 26. It’s
one of two counts done each year to yield a blend-
ed enrollment — 75 percent of the September

. count and 25 percent of a count in Febrpary are

used — for state school aid purposes.

According to Baracy, the school district has
experienced a loss of 200 students since the
2006-07 school vear and there is “no rthyme or
reason” to it. Some schools in the district have
seen enrollment increase, while others have seen
their numbers drop.

Elementary schools like Walker»Wlnter
Elementary in Canton and Wildwood and P.D.
Graham in Westland had increases. Walker-
Winter, one of two blue ribbon schools in the dis-
trict, had 45 more students, while Wildwood had

_an increase of 50 and P.D. Graham 53.

But across town at the district’s other blue
ribbon school, Edison Elementary, enrollment
dropped by 34 students.

Stevenson Middle School picked up an addi-
tional 60 students and Adams Middle School

- enroliment. Last year, the district had its highest

“What we've seen is a lot of families going
gouth to Tennessee and a number of parents with
children have moved in with relatives,” Baracy
said. “We also had a number of folks going to
North Carolina and South Carolina. Apparently,
there are areas there that are booming.” .

Wayne-Westland isn’t the only district to lose
students. Baracy said he has talked to at least
a dozen superintendents in the past two weeks
“and to the one, their projections are down.”

“Bven those districts projecting growth have
not meet their projections, not one district has
had an increase or exceeded projections,” he
added. Everyone is saying similar things, that
families are moving out of state to where the _]obs

*»

are.

also saw an increase; howéver, Marshall Middle
School lost 12 students, Baracy said.
The biggest disappoint was in the kindergarten

enrollment — 1,100 youngsters — in years due in
partto a pilot ail-day kindergarten program it
rolled out at four elementaries. But even with an
expanded all-day program, the district saw the
kindergarten enrollment drop by 100 students.

“We're really disappointed in the drop in kin-
dergarten enrollment. Those are the students
who stay with you year after year,” Baracy said.
“It also reflects the fact that young families are
leaving the state.”

The district did pick up more than 50 students
through its schools of choice program, but that
increase had already been fa,ctored into the

enrollment projection. smason@hometowniife.com | (734) 953-2112

Say hello to Broadway

story and more photos.

Shannon Salisbury is comfortable on stage or at home beittnq out a seng, and if theteen gets her way, she'll be doing it on Broadway. See Page A4 for the

eremony unveils
istorical marker
at Eloise property

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Hardly a week goes by that Westland historian
Jo Johnson doesn’t receive inquiries by phone or
e-mail about Eloise, a former poorhouse and asy-
lum that became one of the country’s largest public
kealth care facilities.

Eloise sprawled for 902 acres on both sides of
Michigan Avenue between Merriman and Henry
Ruff roads, and it housed 10,000 patients and -
employed 2,000 workers in the late 1920s.

Although Eloise closed in the early 1980s, partly
due to mental health reforms, anyone who doubts
the interest level in the complex need only perform
a simple Google search online to find page after
page of information — from the historically sig--
nificant to creepy tales about supposed ghosts of
those who died there.

Some fans believe that every day is Halloween
on the Eloise property, so it seems fitting that a
new state historic marker will be unveiled Tuesday
~— just 15 days before that scariest of days.

. “It's amazing,” Johnson said, referring to the
level of interest in Eloise. .

The public may attend a small ceremony at 5
p.m. Tuesday next to what is now the Kay Beard
Building on the Eloise site, on the north side of
Michigan Avenue between Merriman and Henry
Ruff. The building was renamed years ago in honor
of the Jongest-serving Wayne County Commission

" BILL BRESLER | STAF PHOTOGRAPHER.

Reeves: Goal is
to improve city

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland City Council appointee
Dewey Reeves pledged when he was
chosen for a council seat in January that
he would work tlre]essly 10 help all city
residents.

CITY COUNCIL

Eight candidates are
vying for four council
seats. The top three

'Rodriguez: City
needs more rec

BY DARRELL CLEM

Westland City Council challenger Mark
Rodriguez has never strayed from his
belief that the city will have to improve its
. recreational facilities if it hopes to improve
" its image, attract young fa.m111es and boost

member,

Now reduced to just five buildings — and only
two in use for county offices and a homeless shel-

" ter — Eloise once had 75 structures and its own
farm, cannery, bakery, cemetery, employee hous-
ing, police and fire departments, and trolley and
train stations. _

Even so, few people wanted to end up there.
Depending on the time in history, being sent to
Eloise could mean being poor beyond any sem-
blance of self-sufficiency or being declared insane.

Eloise doctors pioneered the use of X-rays for
diagnostic purposes, and psychiatric patients’
underwent such treatment as electroshock.

The $3,000 needed for the state marker was
largely raised by the sale of a book by author
Patricia Ibbotson titled Eloise: Poorhouse, Farm,
Asylum and Hospital 1839-1984. Ibbotson worked
in nursing at Eloise.

STAFF WRITER

Since then, he has made the rounds in
city departments to educate himself, and

he has been lauded for becoming involved in community

Reeves

vote-getters will earn
a four-year term; the
fourth-place finisher

" property values.

. Rodriguez haslongbeen a proponent for Front ’ r Park
- g vast recreation complex that he wants to see built west of

' what is now a closed-off, contaminated Central City Park.

Tuesday’s ceremony will culminate a long pro-
cess for getting the state marker. Those who attend
tnay go inside the building for cider and doughnuts
after the unveiling. Johnson said the museum hon-

projects such as helping to boost restoration efforts at the

. will get a two-year
Westland Historic Village Park. g y

term. The job pays
$12,515 2 year.

He believes his vision could even coincide with cleanup oring Eloise will be open.
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