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delayed for murder 
Judge imposes gag order on police, lawyers 

BY BRAD KADRICH 
STAFF WRITER 

Murder suspects Jean 
Pierre Orlewicz of Plymouth 
Township and Alexander 

Letkemann of Westland will 
be in Judge Michael Gerou's 
courtroom for their prelimi
nary hearing at 35th District 
Court in Plymouth Monday. 

But they aren't expected to 

be there for very long. 
Orlewicz, a Canton High 

School senior, and Letkemann, 
a former Livonia Churchill 
High School student who got 
his diploma through the adult 

education program, will waive 
their right to have the hearing 
within 14 days, as mandated by 
law, the Observer has learned. 

The hearing, designed to 
determine whether enough 
evidence exists to suggest 
Orlewicz, 17, and Letkemann, 
18, will be rescheduled for later 

this month, perhaps Nov. 30. 
The two are charged with 

killing 26-year-old Daniel 
Sorenson of River Rouge, cut
ting off his head, burning his 
hands and feet to forestall 
identification and dumping the 
body in a Northville Township 
field. Police say the slaying took 

place Nov. 7, the body was dis
covered the next morning and 
Sorensen's head was recovered 
two days later in Hines Jpark in 
Dearborn Heights. 

Wayne County Assistant 
Prosecutor Maria Miller 

Please see HEARING, A 2 

At a gallop 

John Glenn High School s tudents Kyle Rudnicki (center) and Alexandra Barnes ( r ight ) s i ts s t ra igh t in t he saddle dur ing hunt seat eq i t a t i on . 

CO 
pride in what they do and above all else 
have a lot of fun working with and show
ing their horses." 

Willman has been trying for several 
years to get the district to recognize riding 
as a sport, but faced with concerns about 
liability and transportation, school offi
cials said no. She and Rudnicki were able 
to resolve the concerns and get the club 
designation. It came two days after the 

BY SUE MASON 
STAFF WRITER 

Horseback riding is second nature to 
Kyle Rudnicki and Alexandra Barnes. 
Barnes has been riding since age 6, 
Rudnicki started at the ripe old age of 2. 
They've done the horse show circuit all 
over the state. 

But this fall they rode for their high 
school as members of the John Glenn 
High School Equestrian Club all the way 

to state competition, collecting champion
ships at the district and regional meets' 
along the way. 

"It was awesome," said Barnes, a fresh
man. "We did pretty good." 

It is a pretty good showing, considering 
the organization is in its infancy. It only 
received club status this fall. 

"Both girls are.wonderful to work with," 
said John Glenn teacher Linda Willman, 
who with Dana Rudnicki serves as co-
coach, "Both are excellent riders who take Please see EQUESTRIAN, A 2 

City plans 3rd 
sweep to gather 

ing leaves 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

Westland city workers will 
likely make an unusual, third 
sweep through neighborhoods 
to pick up leaves that are fall
ing late due to an unseasonably 
warm autumn. 

Barring a sudden onslaught 
of harsli winter weather, Public 
Service Director Kevin Buford 
said workers will start a third, 
citywide sweep with leaf-
removal trucks the first week 
of December. 

The two-week program will 
start almost as soon as workers 
finish a second sweep that is 
expected to end Nov. 29. 

That came as welcome news 
to 57-year-old Paul Nichols, 
who held a leaf-blower Friday 
morning as he pushed leaves 
from his mother's front yard 
on Wilmer, near Ford and 
Newburgh. 

"That's a good idea," he said. 
Nichols, who drives from 

Garden City to help keep his 
mother's yard clean, said some 
residents delay blowing or 
raking their leaves to the curb 
until the last minute — or they 
wait so long they actually miss 
the last sweep. 

"This might help them," he 
said of a third leaf-pickup pro
gram. 

Buford conceded that city 
officials have received numer
ous phone calls from residents 

worried that their leaves aren't 
falling fast enough to meet the 
usual leaf-pickup deadline. 

"You'wouldn't believe the 
amount of calls we're getting," 
he said. "I personally have been 
getting 15 to 20 calls every day 
from people." 

The third sweep will happen 
in early December as long as 
an unseasonably warm fall isn't 
followed abruptly by a sudden 
deep freeze. 

"If we get three or four 
inches of snow or if the leaves 
are frozen to the ground, we 
wouldn't be able to do it," 
Buford said. 

Westland started its leaf-
pickup service in 1994. Some 
cities don't have a separate 
program to sweep leaves off 
streets, and some local officials 
in past years have suggested 
eliminating it as a cost-cutting 
measure. 

That hasn't happened yet, 
however, and many residents. 
have come to rely on the city 
program. 

Nichols said some years 
the leaf-pickup program does 
appear to start too early. 

Buford has heard similar 
comments, and he said city 
officials next fall may revise 
the leaf-pickup program to 
make it more productive for 
residents and city workers, 
alike. 
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Westland man gets 19-28 years in prison for robbery, shooting 
BY DARRELLCLEM' 

,' ,; STAFFWRtTER 

A Westland man will spend 
19 to 23 years in prison for a 
robbery and shooting that hap
pened Fqb. 3 on Belding Court, 
in the Nprwayne neighborhood 
on the city's south side. 

Vincent Edward Emery, 25, 
was sentenced Thursday by 
Wayne,County Circuit Judge 
Gregory Dean Bill, three weeks 

after a jury convicted him of 
multiple felony charges. 

"I absolutely think justice was 
served," said police Sgt. Michael 
Harhold, who was in charge of 
the case. "My belief from the 
facts of the case is that this was 
a dangerous individual whose 
incarceration protects us all as 
a society." 

Emery shot a 29-year-old man 
in the arm while they and oth
ers were inside a Belding Court 

residence. The victim, who was 
treated at Garden City Hospital, 
was visiting with a 23-year-old 
woman who told police she had 
known Emery since high school. 

Emery had been staying at 
the residence with a relative 
who lived there. 

Police cited robbery as a 
motive for the shooting, and a 
jury in late October convicted 
Emery on charges of armed 
robbery, assault'with intent to 

do great bodily harm (less than 
murder), felonious assault, felo
ny firearm, and being a felon in 
possession of a weapon. 

The trial included testimony 
from victims in the robbery, 
Harhold has said. 

Emery fled Michigan after 
the incident, but he was extra
dited after he was captured 
while working for a Red Roof 
Inn near Huntington, WVa. 

The lengthiest sentence 

imposed by Judge Bill was 17-26 
years for assault with intent to 
do great bodily harm, but the 
felony firearms conviction will 
add a mandatory two years to 
that term. 

Bill gave Emery lesser terms 
for the other felonies, but those 
will be served at the same time 
as the longer sentence. 

A second defendant, 24-year-
old Jason Shuford, already was 
serving seven-20 years in prison 

for robbery. He was accused 
of holding the same gun and 
threatening the female visitor 
during the incident. 

Shuford also is serving one to 
four years in prison for escap
ing from the Wayne County jail 
before he was captured in Ohio. 
He managed to slip from jail 
after he and another inmate 
switched identities. 
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Armored car driver faces trial on robbery charge 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A former Loomis armored 
car driver, accused of orches
trating the robbery of another 
worker in Westland, is facing 
trial in Wayne County Circuit 
Court. 

John Brandon Pittman, 24, 
was ordered to starid trial on 
charges of unarmed robbery 
and conspiracy to rob after, 
he waived his right to a pre
liminary hearing Thursday in 
Westland 18th District Court. 

Pittman is accused of 
orchestrating a robbery with 
two other suspects that hap
pened Oct. 17 outside the Sav-
a-Lot store at Ann Arbor Trail 
and Merriman, op the city's 
northeast side. 

Pittman, jailed in lieu of a 
$100,000 cash bond, could 
face.penalties ranging up 
to 15 years in prison if he's 
convicted as charged. A not-
guilty plea has been entered 
for him. 

Police believe that Pittman 
planned the robbery-gone-

awry on a route he formerly 
drove for Loomis, an armored 
car company based in 
Highland Park. 

Police Sgt..David Heater 
has called it "suspicious from 
the beginning that this might 
be an inside job." 

Company officials and 
authorities became suspi
cious after Pittman showed 
up at the robbery scene, even 
though he no longer drove 
that route and had no appar
ent reason to be there. 

One of the two other 

defendants already has 
been1 ordered to stand trial. 
Christian Hall, 18, of Sterling 
Heights had earlier waived 
his preliminary hearing and 
faces trial for unarmed rob
bery. 

Hall, accused of trying to 
take a gun from the Loomis 
driver, was held by the 
employee until authorities 
arrived at the robbery scene, 
police have said,,. 

A third defendant, 19-year-
old Jerrel Pittman of Detroit, 
John Pittman's cousin, is 

scheduled for a Nov. 29 hear
ing on a charge of unarmed 
robbery. He is accused of 
grabbing a bag containing 
$15,000 and fleeing the scene 
before being captured in a 
nearby residential neighbor
hood by Police Chief James 
Ridener and Officer Mark 
Cholak. 

Jerrel Pittman's defense 
attorney, Regina Triplett, has 
asked for a police lineiip for 
the younger Pittman-to see; 
whether the Loomis driver 
can identify him. 

Like John Pittman, Jerrel 
Pittman and Hall could f^ce 
penalties ranging up to 15\ 
years in prison if convicted. 
They also are jailed in lieu of 
$100,000 cash bonds, and 
not-guilty pleas have been , 
entered for them. 

Authorities have said the 
money seized during the rob
bery is still missing, even 
though police combed the 
neighborhood where the inci
dent occurred; \ 
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HEARING 
FROM PAGE A! 

wouldn't comment on the 
delay in the preliminary 
hearing, citing the gag order 
imposed Thursday by Gerou. 
Neither Joseph Niskar, the 
lawyer for Orlewicz, nor 
Raymond Cassar, the attor
ney for Letkemann, returned 
a call seeking comment. 

They wouldn't have com
mented, anyway, because 
lawyers on both sides 
Thursday worked out an 
agreement barring attorneys, 
law enforcement officials and 
subpoenaed witnesses from 
talking to the media about 
the case. 

Orlewicz's attorneys 
filed an emergency motion 
with the court following a 
press conference conducted 
Monday by Wayne County 
Prosecutor Kym Worthy, at 
which she labeled the murder 
"a thrill kill* and used words 
like "bone-chilling" and "hor
rific." 

Niskar wouldn't com
ment on why he brought the 
motion, but in the motion 
he said Worthy "should have 
known her statements would 
have a 'substantial likelihood' 
of being widely publicized '< 
and, as a result, 'materially 
prejudicing' the potential 
jury" in a potential trial. 

While asserting in a 
response to the motion that 
her office never violated the 
Modern Rules of Professional 
Responsibility, Worthy 
agreed to the gag order "so 
long as all parties, lawyers,-
agents and/or employees of 
the lawyers in this case are so 
bound." 

But not everyone was 
happy about the order. 
Although all parties eventu
ally agreed to it during a 
lengthy meeting with Gerou 

before Thursday's hearing, 
Raymond Cassar, the lawyer 
for Letkemann, said prior to 
the hearing he didn't want 
the order. 

"I'm not in favor of a gag 
order," Cassar said. "If it goes 
into place, it will scare people 
away and we won't get as 
much information as we've 
been getting through the 
media. Right now, so many 
people are coming forward 
because of what they've seen 
or read." 

While he signed the gag 
order, Gerou did say he would 
continue to release all public 
documents to the media. 

• In other developments: 
Copies of search warrants 

executed in this case reveal 
the kind of evidence police 
from several jurisdictions 
collected as the investigation 
rolled on. 

The highest number of 
items seized came from the 
Beacon Hill Drive home 
of OrlewiCz in Plymouth 
Township in a search con
ducted Nov. 9. 

Police seized, among other 
items, two knives, a machete, 
various clothing, a cell phone, 
a sample of a gasoline/oil 
mixture, a .38-caliber car
tridge found in a jewelry box, 
a gun and computer equip
ment. 

Police also retrieved a box 
of .38-caliber ammunition 
from the Canton Township 
garage where police say the 
killing took place. 

Police also seized a pair 
of shoes they say were worn 
by Letkemann, and they 
searched a pickup truck 
belonging to Sorensen, 
searching for clues to the 
murder, including blood, 
guns, bullets, knives, finger
prints, body fluids and other 
evidence. 

bkadrich@hometownlife.com 
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EQUESTRIAN 
FROM PAGE A1 

girls had competed in the first 
meet of the season. 

"I think once they realized 
we'd already started without 
the approval and when they 
saw all the schools around us 
have it, they decided we should 
do it, too," said Rudnicki. 

OTHER COMMUNITIES 
John Glenn joins teams from 

Ann Arbor, Belleville, Livonia, 
Monroe and Milan, to name a 
few, in District 7 which takes 
in Wayne, Washtenaw and 
Monroe counties. The three 
district meets were held at the 
Wayne County Fairgrounds in 
Van Buren Township. 

The two teens compete in 
English and western equitation 
(the ability to ride correctly 
with control over the horse 
and what it does), showman
ship, trail and speed and action 
classes. They spend as much 
time a's they can training with 
their horses, which are boarded 
on farms outside WestlancL 

Barnes has been horseback 
riding since age 6 and boards 
her horse at a quarter horse 
farm in the New Boston area. 
Rudnicki, who has been riding 
since age 2, has four horses at 
Sandy Hills Farm in Superior 
Township. She takes two horses 
to the meets, an older horse 
for showmanship and a young 
mare she is training for compe
tition. 

"We both go out to the farms 
three-four times a week or 
more, if everything works out 
well," Rudnicki said. 

Parents are an important 
part of equestrian sport/shows, 
according to Willman. Parents 
help transport the teens, their 
horses and equipment to meets 
and help out during the com
petition. 

"Parents have to be involved," 
she said. "Go in any teen barn 
and you'll see parents helping 
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ABOUT THE MUM 
What: The Michigan 
Interscholastic Horsemanship 
Association. 
When: It was founded in 1974 by 
a group of teachers and judges 
who saw the need for a competi
tive outlet for their high school 
equestrians. Chuck Schroeder 
mi Gerald Niter were the first 
to arrange competition between 
MiSfoFd-lakeiand and Hartiami 
that year. 
In 1975, they were joined by 
ifenda-Keech and Virginia 
Bennett and the four formed the 

committee that soon became the 

In its 34th year, MIHA had 2,111 
registered riders on 343 teams 
across its 20 districts. It also has 
added a Junior Division, mak
ing Interscholastic competition 

' available to students in grades 
six-eight. In its second official 
year, 2007, the Junior Division 
had registered 865 riders on 181 
teams in 19 districts. 
Wfeere: for more information, 
visit the MIHA Weh site at www. 
miha.org. 

out getting them ready. It's a 
very positive atmosphere for 
kids to learn and grow in," she 
said. 

Because the club has two rid
ers, it competes in Division D 
of the Michigan Interscholastic 
Horsemanship Association. 
Barnes' and Rudnicki's horse
manship was good enough to 
win the district championship 
and they placed second in 
regional competition, earning 
reserve championship status 
and an opportunity to compete 
in the state championship. 

COMPETITION 
"The cool thing about our 

team is there's only two rid

ers and they scored higher in 
points that Division B and C 
teams that carry 10 riders," said 
Willman. 

"We probably would have 
done real well last year, but 
we were in Division C," added 
Rudnicki. "Two is the top 
number of riders in Division D. 
We had three so we were in C 
which has a little more stiffer 
competition. I think we would 
have won had we been in D last 
year." 

Willman is hoping to expand 
club membership. A story in 
the school newspaper brought 
in some inquiries, including a 
father of a student who used to 
show horses. 

Kyle Rudnicki puts her horse 
through its paces in hunt seat 
equitation during district 
competition. 

"He's trying to convince 
his daughter that it's a hobby 
she should get involved in," 
Willman said, adding that stu
dents don't need to have a horse 
to join the club, but do need a 
horse to compete. 

"Students without horses can 
participate as grooms and help 
out the riders during compete 
tion," Willman said. , 

Club status now allows the 
team to begin fund raising to 
offset fees related to competi
tion. District meets cost $45 
per rider, but the cost goes up 
at regionals and state where 
the teens paid $750 each for 
the four-day competition. 

And Willman also hoping to 
get district officials will have a 
change of heart and make rid
ing a varsity sport. 

"I want to see this become a 
sports team because these kids 
are competing for their school, 
I want to see them get their 
varsity letter," she said. "Both 
our riders and horse are ath
letes who compete very hard 
for the honor of our school." 
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Cards for troops 
The Westland Jaycees will be 

at Westland Shopping Center 
7 a.m. to 10 p.m. Friday, Nov. 
23 to collect Christmas cards 
for U.S. troops. The group will 
have cards to sign, and it also 
will welcome cards brought in. 

Lean - Tender 

BEEF STANDING 
RIB ROAST 

$E99 
lb. 5 

Lean - Tender 

PORKCHOPS 

Anyone bringing cards need 
not worry about addressing 
them or putting postage on 
them. The Jaycees will cover 
shipping costs. 

The goal is to send out 500 
cards. Anyone who wants to 
help but can't make it to the 
mall may send a signed card 

DEARBORN BRAND 
Foil Wrapped-Ready to Eat-

Honey 

GLAZED SPIRAL HAM 

5 

in an envelope to Westland 
Jaycees, P.O. Box 85191, 
Westland, MI, 48185 or call the 
Jaycees hotline at ¢734) 226-
0400. 

Toy drive 
A Goodfellows toy drive 

will run Nov. 23 through Dec. 
21 by Century 21 Castelli at 
1812 Middebelt south of Ford, 
said Barb Carreon-Haworth. 
New, unwrapped toys may 
be dropped off at the office. 
For more information call 
Carreon-Haworth at (734) 
644-2402. 

BEVERAGE SPECIALS 
AH N a t u r a l - F reeh | Rcg.orLight24- i2ta.cans 

A M I 5 H TURKEYS • • R E I S E R 

$139 1 lb. 

Fully Cooked *Tai l On 

LARGE SHRIMP 
$C99 

lb. 

Sec Us for \ll Your 
•ktf'x̂  J^C""f,.iy. Tlianksgiring Xecds! 

BOB'S OF CANTON 
31210 W. Warren (at Merriman) • Westland 

734- 522-3357 

BEER 
$1A99 

1™^ 
2 Liter Bottles* ^ ^ # • * 

COCA COLA * 9 / 3 
PRODUCTS * * •? 

750 ML Pottle 

BERINOERZINFANDEL 
! WHITE 
WINE 

Whole 

STUFFED 
CHICKEN 

m i 

ATM 

Bridge Cards 

NEW HOURS: 
iVion.-Sat 9 am - 7 pm 

Sunday 
10 am -6 pm 

Website Address: 
Lean-Juicy ; 

BEEF CUBE STEAK 

$2" lb. 
U S # 1 PRODUCE 

LA. #1 
YAMS 59 
1 0 Lb. Bag 

IDAHO 
POTATOES *2 lb. 

U S D A G R A D E A 
Lean - Tender 

BEEFW5MNR0AST 
$969 3 lb. 

U S D A G R A D E A 
Tender - Boneless 

BEEFDEIM0HIC0STEAK5 
$A79 6 lb. 

DELI SPECIALS 
Lipari Old Time 

I Deli 
1 DOMESTIC* 999 

SWISS CHEESE * lb. 

Fresh 

CELERY 9fi 
Jay's 

POTATO 2 / ¾ 
CHIPS ' 11.5ciz.B8fl 

U S D A G R A D E A 
Whole Beef * H 

TENDERLOIN * K 
Sliced Free 10 lb. 

3 Slab % Fork * 

3ABY $ 
B A C K U S 3 lb. 

U S D A G R A D E A 
Family Pack • Fresh from Round 

GROUND %(f ' 
BEEF A lb. 

Krakus ^ 

POLISH $ 
HAM 4 lb. 

tear]-Tender 
FLANK STEAK cr _ „ 
LONDON BROIL ~ lb. * « 

Kowalski Meat or 

GARLIC $ * 
BOLOGNA 9 lb. 

Dearborn 

SMOKED $ M 9 
KIELBASA •# lb. 


