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Jud'ge imposes gag order on police, IaWyérs

Letkemann of Westland will
be in Judge Michael Gerou’s
courtroom for their prelimi-
nary hearing at 35th District
Court in Plymouth Monday.
But they aren’t expected to

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

Murder suspects Jean
Pierre Orléwicz of Plymouth
Township and Alexander

-

be there for very long.
Orlewicz, a Canton High

School senior, and Letkemann,

a former Livonia Churchill
High School student who got
his diploma through the adult
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Prelim to be delayed for murder sus

WINNERS OF STATE AND NATiONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

education program, will waive
their right to have the hearing
within 14 days, as mandated by

" law, the Observer has learned.

The bearing, designed to
determine whether enough
evidence exists to suggest
Orlewicz, 17, and Letkemann,
18, will be rescheduled for later |

this month, perhaps Nov. 30.
The two are charged with
killing 26-year-old Daniel
Sorenson of River Rouge, cut-
ting off his head, burning his
hands and feet to forestall
identification and dumping the
body in a Northville Township
field. Police say the slaying took

place Nov. 7, the body was dis-
covered'the next morning and
Sorensen’s head was recovered
two days Jater i Hmes Parkin
Dearborn Heights.

Wayne County Assistant
Prosecutor Maria Miller-

Please see HEARING, A2

At a gallop

John Glenn High School students Kyle Rudnicki (center) and Alexandra Barnes (right) sits straight in the saddle during hunt seat eqitation.

Glenn equestnans ride into state competition

BY SUE MASON
STAFF WRITER
: along the way.

Horseback riding is second nature to
Kyle Rudriicki and Alexandra Barnes.
Barnes has been riding since age 6,
Rudnicki started at the ripe old-age of 2.
They've done the horse show circuit all
over the state.

But this fall they rode for their high
school as members of the John Glenn
High School Equestrian Club all the way

to state competition, collecting champion-
ships at the district and regional meets

“Tt was awesome,” said Barnes, a fresh-
man. “We did pretty good.”

It is a pretty good showing, considering
the organization is in its infancy. It only
received club status this fall,

“Both girls are:wonderful to work with,”
said John Glenn teacher Linda Willman,
who with Dana Rudnicki serves as co-
coach. “Both are excellent riders who take

pride in what they do and above all else
have a lot of fun working with and show-
ing their horses.”

Willman has been trying for several
years to get the district to recognize riding
as a sport, but faced with concerns about
liability and transportation, school offi-
cials said no. She and Rudnicki were able
te resolve the concerns and get the club
designation. It came two days after the

~ Please see EQUESTRIAN, A2

City plans 3rd

sweep to

gather

late falling leaves

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

Westland city workers will
likely make an unusual, third
sweep through neighborhoods
to pick up leaves that are fall-
ing late due to an unseasonably
warm autumn.

Barring a sudden onslaught
of harsh winter weather, Public
Service Director Kevin Buford
said workers will start a third,
citywide sweep with leaf-

" removal trucks the first week

of December.

The two-week program will
start almost as soon as workers
finish a second sweep that is
expected to end Nov. 29.

That came as welcome news
to 57-year-old Paul Nichols,
who held a leaf-blower Friday
morning as he pushed leaves
from his mother’s front yard
on Wilmer, near Ford and
Newburgh.

“That’s a good idea,” he said.

Nichols, who drives from
Garden City to help keep his
mother’s yard clean, said'some
residents delay blowing or
raking their leaves to the curb
until the last minute — or they
wait so long they actually miss
the last sweep.

“This might help them,” he
said of a third leaf-pickup pro-

gram.

Buford conceded that city
officials have received numer-
ous phone calls from residents

wortried that their leaves aren’t

falling fast enough to meet the
usual leaf-pickup deadline.

“You'wouldn't believe the
amount of calls we're getting,”
he said. “I personally have been
getting 15 to 20 calls every day
from people.”

The third sweep will happen
in early December as long as
an unseasonably warm fall isn't
followed abruptly by a sudden
deep freeze.

“If we get three or four
inches of snow or if the leaves
are frozen to the ground, we
wouldn'’t be able to do it,”
Buford said..

Westland started its leaf-
pickup service in 1994. Some
cities don't have a separate
program to sweep leaves off
streets, and some local officials
in past years have suggested
eliminating it as a cost-cutting
measure.

That hasn't happened yet,
however, and many residents.
have come to rely on the city
program.

Nichols said some years
the leaf-pickup program does
appear to start too early.

Buford has heard similar
comments, and he said city
officials next fall may revise °
the leaf-pickup program to
make it more productive for
residents and city workers,
alike.
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Westland man gets 1_9-28 years in prison for robbery, shooting

" BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

after a jury convicted him of
multiple felony charges.

A WestIa,nd man will spend

1910 28 years in prison for a Harhold who was in charge of

I shooting thathap-  the case. "My belief from the

p ,ont, Beldmg Court, factsofthe caseis that this was

in rwayne neighborhood . a dangerous individual whose

on the eity's south side. - incarceration protects us all as

"Vincent Edward Emery, 25,  asociety”

was sentenced Thursday by .

WayneC' wity Circuit udge . ' in'the arin while they and oth-
ﬂeé&n Blﬂ three Weeks . _ers were 1n31de aB t_é_ldmg Court
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residence. The victim, who was

treated at Garden City Hospital,
“I absolutely think justice was  was visiting with a 23-year-old
served,” said police Sgt. Michael woman who told police she had

known Emery since high school.
Emery had been staying at
the residence wrl:h arelative -
whao lived there.
Police cited robbery asa

. . motive for the shooting, and a
Emery shot a 29-year-old man. jury in late October convicted

Emery on.charges of armed -
robbery, assault Wxth intentto
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do great bodily harm (less than
murder), felonicus assault, felo-
ny firearm, and beinga felon i in
possession of a weapon.

The trial included testimony
from victims in the robbery,

- Harhold has said.

Emery fled Michigan after
the ificident, but he was extra-

- dited after he was captured
-while working for a Réd Roof
" Inn near Huntington, WVa.

The lengthiest sentence
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imposed by Judge Bill was 17-26
years for assault with intent to
do great bodily harm, but the
felony firearms conviction will
add a mandatory two yéars to
that term.

Bill gave Emery lesser terms
for the other felonies, but those
will be served at the same time
as the longer sentence.

A second defendant, 24--year—
old Jason Shuford, aIready was
serving seven-20 years in prison
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for robbery. He was accused
of holding the same gun and
threatening the female visitor
during the incident.

Shuford also is serving one to

~ four years in prison for escap-

ing from the Wayne County jail
betore he was captured in Ohio.
He managed to slip from jail

" after he and another inmate

switched identities.
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