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BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

After winning a landslide 
victory in the Nov. 6 elec­
tion, Mayor William Wild has 
moved swiftly to reshape his 
administrative team. 

In a flurry of changes, 
Wild has ousted Economic 
Development Director William 

Caya, Controller/Purchaser 
Dwayne Harrigan and com­
puter-systems Director Charles 
Nalbandian. Their departures 
became effective Friday. 

Wild also confirmed Friday 
that Senior Resources Director 
Peggy Ellenwood has notified 
him that she plans to retire 
Dec. 14, citing personal rea­
sons. 

Wild, elected to finish the 
two years remaining on former 
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli's term, 
has moved quickly to assemble 
an administrative team that he 
believes can help him move the 
city forward. 

Caya, hired in April 2006 by 
Cicirelli, was making $68,709 
a year. He will be replaced 
by Westland Chamber of 

Commerce President Lori 
Fodale, who will start her job 
in January after a brief mater­
nity leave. 

Fodale, who also has 
chaired the city's Downtown 
Development Authority, has 
worked extensively with the 
business community, and she 
has been a strong supporter of 
Wild. 

"I'm proud to work in his 
administration," she said 
Friday, adding that economic 
development "is my passion. 
This is a dream come true for 
me." 

Harrigan, hired in March 
2002 when Cicirelli was mayor, 
was making $72,751 a year. 
His job duties included han­
dling payments to vendors 

and coordinating bids. His 
successor will be Jade Smith, 
a Comerica vice president and 
branch manager in Milan, who 
formerly worked for a LaSalle 
branch in Westland. 

Like Fodale, Smith has been 
active in Westland, formerly 
serving on the chamber board 

Please see MAYOR, A3 
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Alexis Christi, 6, (from left), Chance Johnson, 10, Maddie Kernahan, 7, and her sister Olivia, 6, helped paint the rocks that Doreen Gregory has in the rock 
garden at her Westland home. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

It's amazing what Doreen 
Gregory has in her front yard 
— horses, a snake, reindeer, 
a lizard, Spider-Man, a spare 
eyeball or two, a cat with a 
candy cane for a tail. 

Just don't bite into the 
candy chocolates, no mat­
ter how delicious they look. 
They're hard as a rock. 

Actually, they are rocks. 
Gregory took up rock-paint- -
ing as a hobby at her Westland 
home, and now she's getting 
help from neighborhood 
youngsters and her Canton 
grandchildren. 

Passers-by can marvel at the 
rocks, painted all shades of 
bright colors, as they walk by 
or drive by Gregory's house at 
32468 Cowan, east of Venoy. 
Beware the sign, though. 
It reads, "Smile, You're on 
Camera." 

Gregory estimated she has 
120 works of art in her rock 
bed. She started her project in 
May, and she and her helpers 

Doreen Gregory holds up her favorite rock, which would be right at home 
in Kentucky's horse-farm countryside. 

have saluted special days like 
the Fourth of July, Halloween 
and Thanksgiving by painting 
special rocks. 

"Now we're doing 
Christmas," she said, standing 
in her front yard with a group 
of young painters. 

The project was inspired 
by rock-painting books by 
author Lin Wellford, and 

Gregory hopes to start teach­
ing classes as early as this 
month. She can be reached at 

' (734) 421-5041. 
Gregory uses an area inside 

her garage for her art work, 
and she isn't telling lies when 
she says, matter-of-factly, "I'm 
really good at drawing." 

Some of the larger rocks 
reveal entire scenes, such 

as a cozy house blanketed 
by a Christmas snowfall or 
a horse farm reminiscent of 
Kentucky's bluegrass area. 

Ten-year-old Chance 
Johnson of Westland painted 
a small rock that looked 
like an eyeball during the 
Halloween season. 

"I just kind of go with the 
holiday," he said. 

Gregory's grandchildren 
— Maddie Kernahan, 7, and 
sister Olivia, 6 —• come from 
Canton with their mother, 
Amy, to paint. 

Maddie said she made a cat 
with a candy cane for a tail 
because "it was fun." 

Gregory got some of 
her rocks from Barson's 
Greenhouse in Garden City. 
She brought some back from 
visits to places like Lake 
Michigan. Others she found in 
her own neighborhood. 

"It's a good hobby," Gregory 
said. "You just take a dirty old 
rock, clean it up and make it 
into a masterpiece." 

dclem@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2110 

Suspects bound over 
on 2 felony charges 

BY BRAD KADR1CH 

STAFF WRITER 

When Jean Pierre Orlewicz 
and Alexander Letkemann 
stand trial later this month in 
Wayne County Circuit Court, 
they'll only be facing one life 
sentence instead of two in the 
Nov. 7 death of 26-year-old 
Daniel Sorensen. 

After a preliminary hearing 
Friday in 35th District Court, 
the defendants, charged with 
killing and beheading Sorensen 
and then disposing of his body, 
were bound over by Judge 
Michael Gerou on one count 
of first-degree, premeditated 
murder and one count of muti­
lating a corpse. The murder 
charge carries a mandatory life 
sentence without parole; the 
mutilation charge is a 10-year 
felony. 

Orlewicz, 17, of Plymouth 
Township and Letkemann, 
18, of Westland are scheduled 
to be arraigned at the Frank 
Murphy Hall of Justice in 
Detroit Dec. 14. 

A third count — felony 

DETROIT NEWS POOL PHOTO 

Isam Ayyash, a 17-year-old Churchill 
High School student, testif ied 
defendant Jean Pierre Orlewicz 
called him to come help move the 
body of the vict im, 26-year-old 
Daniel Sorensen. 

murder — was dismissed by 
Gerou. It was based on the 
idea Orlewicz stole a gun from 
Sorensen, but Gerou ruled 
because the theft occurred 
after the murder, it didn't meet 
Michigan's statutory require­
ment. 

Evidence introduced at 
Friday's hearing also showed 
the murder was allegedly sup­
posed to happen a day earlier. 
According to a statement given 

Please see SUSPECTS, A3 

armored car robbery 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

STAFF WRITER 

A third defendant was 
ordered Thursday to stand trial 
in Wayne County Circuit Court 
on charges he robbed a Loomis 
armed car driver Oct. 17 out­
side the Sav-a-Lot store at Ann 
Arbor Trail and Merriman. 

Jerrel Pittman, a 19-year-old 
Detroiter, was bound over for 
trial after the driver identi­
fied him as the accused bandit 
during a preliminary hear­
ing in Westland 18th District 
Court. If convicted of unarmed 
robbery, he could face penal­
ties ranging up to 15 years in 
prison. 

Pittman is accused of grab­
bing abag containing $15,000 
from the armored car driver 
and fleeing into a nearby resi­
dential neighborhood, where 
police said he was captured. 

The money, however, was never 
found. 

Pittman's hearing had 
been delayed until Thursday 
because his attorney, Regina 
Triplett, had earlier asked for 
a police lineup to see whether 
the victim could identify him. 
Westland police Sgt. Steve 
Borisch arranged for the 
lineup, but Pittman refused to 
participate. 

Ultimately, Pittman's deci­
sion didn't matter because he 
was identified in court as the 
teen who robbed the driver. 
Pittman remains jailed in lieu 
of a $100,000 cash bond as he 
awaits trial. 

Two other defendants 
already had been ordered to 
stand trial after they volun­
tarily waived their preliminary 
hearings. 

Please see CHARGES, A2 
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Christian Hall, 18, of Sterling 
Heights is facing trial for 
unarmed robbery amid accu­
sations he tried to take a gun 
away from the armored car 
driver while Pittman was tak­
ing the money and fleeing. 
Police have said Hall was held 
by the Loomis employee until 
authorities arrived and arrest­
ed him. 

A third defendant, 24-year-
old John Brandon Pittman 
of Detroit, is facing trial for 
unarmed robbery and con­
spiracy to rob. John Pittman 
— Jerrel Pittman's cousin —• is 
accused of orchestrating the 
robbery. 

John Pittman is accused 
of planning the robbery on a 
route he formerly drove for 
Loomis. He has since been 
fired from the Highland Park 
company. 

LoOmis officials and police 
became suspicious after they 
said John Pittman showed up 
at the Westland robbery loca­
tion even though he no longer 
drove that route. Police Sgt. 
David Heater has said authori­
ties suspected all along that the 
incident was "an inside job." 

Hall and John Pittman, like 
Jerrel Pittman, are jailed in lieu 
of $100,000 cash bonds. They, 
too, could face penalties up to 
15 years in prison, if convicted. 

dciem@hometownlife.com I (734)953-2110 

KNOW THE SCORE 
check out R e n u m b e r s in 

Civic Chorus puts its own spin on holiday favorites 
BY REBECCA JONES, 
. STAFF WRITER '<,, 

When 55 singers put their 
joyous voices together this sea­
son,, they'll deliver a new kind 
offa-la-la. 

Trie Livonia Civic Chorus 
is tuning up for a number of 
holiday shows, including a per­
formance this weekend with 
professional handbell group 
Classical Bells, Holiday Nights 
at Greenfield Village; and a 
lively show Dec. 16 at Churchill 
High School. 

"Christmas is tricky," said 
musical director Donna 
Gleason. "You don't want to be 
singing the same stuff you hear 
in department stores " 

Surplus food 
The City of Westland will 

distribute surplus federal food 
10 a.m. to 24).111. Thursday, Dec. 
20, at the Dorsey Community 
Center, 32715 Dorsey, south of 
Palmer, to eligible residents liv­
ing north of Michigan Avenue. 

The pickup time and location 
for Westland residents south of 
Michigan Avenue is 10 a.m. to 
1 p.m. Monday, Dec. 10 - or the 
second Monday of each month 
- at St. James United Methodist 
Church, 30055 Annapolis, 
between Henry Ruff and 
Middlebelt. Call (734) 729-1737 
for more information. 

Senior citizens living in 
Taylor Towers will collect their 
food at Taylor Towers and 
should contact the building 
manager about the distribution 

BARNETT 
S B Roofing and Siding Inc. S S 

RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL 
Certainteed Select Shingle Roofer 

Duro-Last Elite Roofer Award Winner 
Professional Roofer Advisory Council 

Family Owned and Operated for Over 45 Years 

~ .• Canton «734-397-8122 

CITY OF GARDEN CITY 
WINTER TAX NOTICE 

p a w i j t t f i t B B B m m . 

The 2007 winter taxes will be payable from December 1, 2007 
through February 14, 2008 without penalty. Beginning February 
15, 2008 thru February 28, 2008 a 3% penalty will be added to the 
unpaid taxes. Beginning-March 1, 2008 all unpaid 2007 REAL 
property taxes must b e p a i d to: Raymond J Wojtowicz, Wayne 
County Treasurer, The International Center Building, 400 Monroe, 
5th floor, Detroit, Mi 48226 with an additional 4% administration 
fee plus 1% per month interest computed from March 1,2008 

ALLYSON M BETTIS-Treasurer-City Clerk 
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"Silent Night" is on the pro­
gram, but don't expect the 
version sung in church. "Even 
when we do 'Deck the Halls/ 
it's not the typical fa-la-la. It's 
a different fa-la-la-la-la," said 
group president Geri Leiter. 

A do-wop arrangement of 
"Santa Claus is Coming to 
Town" includes a dance routine 
reminiscent of a '50s girl group. 
The men have fun with their 
moves, too. 

• "We work hard to make 
sure people smile and express 
themselves," said Gleason, of 
Farmington Hills. "We want 
it to be visually fun and fun to 
listen to." 

The chorus, sponsored by the 
Livonia's parks and recreation 

day. Greenwood Villa residents 
pick up their food items at 
Greenwood Villa. 

The December distribution 
will include frozen beef, noodles 
and tomato sauce. This pro­
gram is administered by the 
Wayne County Office of Senior 
Services. All food allocations, 
distribution sites, and dates of 
distribution are determined by 
that agency. 

Further more information, 
call the Dorsey Center's surplus 
food hotline at ¢734) 595-0366. 

Blood drive 
There's still time to make a 

donation at an American Red 
Cross blood drive at St. Damian 
Parish, 30055 Joy, Westland. 
The blood drive runs until 2 p.m. 
today (Dec. 2), and walk-ins are 
welcome. For more information, 
call ¢734) 716-2057. 

department, is now in its 43rd 
year. 

Members come from differ­
ent backgrounds. Not all can 
read music; some nave degrees 
in music. Through practice 
tapes, vocal coaching and help 
from fellow members, everyone 
learns. 

"We're not the Mormon 
Tabernacle Choir, but for a 
community chorus, we're very 
good," said Leiter, of Oak Park, 
a member for 20 years. 

The group practices Tuesday 
nights at Frost. 

Westland resident Kim 
Alderman is in her 29th 
year with LCC. She and her 
brother Kurt Meyer followed 
in their late father's footsteps 

Holiday Fest 
The 20th annual Family 

Holiday Fest and Tree 
Lighting, hosted by Wayne 
County Parks and the Friends 
of Nankin Mills, will be held 
4-6 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 8, at 
the Nankin Mills Interpretive 
Center, 33175 Ann Arbor Trail, 
Westland. 

The old-fashioned celebra­
tion will feature indoor holiday 
crafts and unique seasonal 
games, such as fruitcake bowl­
ing, from 4-5:15 p.m. and a 
short outdoor community tree 
lighting and sing-a-lorig with an 
indoor visit from Santa Claus 
afterwards. 

There's a $4 per person 
charge for crafts and games. 

Call (734) 261-1990 for 
more information or visit 
www.nankinmills.org. 

OFFICIAL NOTICE TO THE ELECTORS OF THE SCHOOL 
DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF GARDEN CITY OF A PUBLIC 
HEARING ON THE PROPOSED ADOPTION OF A 
RESOLUTION TO CHANGE THE SCHOOL DISTRICT'S 
REGULAR ELECTION DATE TO THE ODD YEAR MAY 
REGULAR ELECTION DATE 

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that pursuant to the provisions of Act 
116, Public Acts of Michigan, 1954, as amended, the Board of 
Education of the School District of the City of Garden City, County 
of Wayne, State of Michigan (the "School District"), will hold a 
public hearing at 7:00 p.m. prevailing Eastern Time on the 10th 
day of December, 2007, at the Administrative Service Center, 
located at 1333 Radcliff Street, Garden City, Michigan 48135, on 
the proposed adoption by the Board of Education of a resolution to 
change the School District's regular election date for the office of 
school board member from the May regular election date in both 
even and odd years to the odd year May regular election date. Such 
change in the regular election date of the School District, if 
approved, would be effective for all elections occurring after 
January 1,2008. 

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that said public hearing is being 
held on the issue of whether to change the School District's regular 
election for the office of school board member to the odd year May 
regular election date. If the resolution set forth above is not 
adopted, the School District's regular election will continue to be 
held on the May regular election date in both even and odd years. 

TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the resolution set forth above, if 
adopted, would have the effect of extending the term of office of four 
current members of the Board of Educati6n by a period of twelve 
(12) months, as permitted by law, in order to facilitate transition to 
the odd year May regular election date. 

THIS NOTICE is given pursuant to the requirements of Section 
642 of Act 116, Public Acts of Michigan, 1954, as amended. All 
interested persons are encouraged to attend the public hearing and 
will be offered the opportunity at said public hearing to speak 
concerning the proposed adoption of said resolution. Written 
comments may also be submitted to the Secretary of the Board of 
Education of the School District of the City of Garden City, 1333 
Radcliff Street, Garden City, Michigan 48135, prior to said public 
hearing. 

Roy Watts 
Secretary, Board of Education . 
School District of the City of Garden City 
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Boneless - Lean 

BUTTERFLY 
POKK CHOPS 

$©69 r 
Lean-Tender 

PRIME CUT BEEF 
STANDING R!r3 

ROAST 

Boneless 
CENTER CUT 
PORK LOIN ROAST 
LEAN - MEATY $ f 
PORK SPARE RIBS I 

to join. 
"We have a ball," she said. 

"It does help you get in the 
Christmas spirit." 

Rehearsals include a fair 
amount of laughter and 
encouragement. 

Accompanist Rimma Stolbov 
of Wixom said the group is "full 
of love, kind of like family." 

Baritone Alan Vlad of 
Farmington Hills has been a 
member for 10 years. Between 
singing with garage bands 
and community theater, 
this is just one way he keeps 
in touch with his musical 
upbringing. 

This season, he looks for­
ward to singing the jazzy ren­
dition of "Deck the Halls." 

DEARBORN &RAND 

Now Taking Orders for 
Spiral Hams, Beef Rib 

Roast and other 
Special Dinner Request 

In mid-January the group 
begins rehearsals anew to put 
on a spring musical with a 
theme. Sometimes it includes 
a skit, or it could be all songs 
about love, Leiter said. This 
year's "Bond and Beyond" 
played on the "007" in 2007-

LCC uses proceeds from 
membership dues and con­
cert ticket sales to give music 
scholarships to Livonia high 
schoolers. 

The group's performances 
this season include Holiday 
Nights at Greenfield Village on 
Dec. 7> 19 and 23; and in con­
cert Dec. 16 in Churchill High 
School's auditorium. 

rrjonesdhometownlife.com | (734) 953-2054 

Businesses collect food for Starfish 
Starfish Family Services is 

holding an agency-wide food 
drive this month in order to 
assemble food boxes for needy 
families in the community over 
the holiday season. 

Six businesses - Hollywood 
Video in Garden City, Macy's 
in Westland (customer pickup 
entrance), Conrad Insurance 
Agency in Canton, Hermann's 
Old Town Grill in Plymouth, 
Averill Tax and Accounting 
in Novi and Lifespan Clinical 
Services in Livonia - as well 
as Starfish Family Services in 
Inkster will feature collection 
bins at its entrance for people 
to donate items. Supplies 
needed include non-perish­
able food items, such as soup, 
canned fruits and vegetables, 
boxed dinners, boxed side dish­
es and pancake mix. 

"This is the time of year that 
many families struggle to put 
food on the table," said Ann 
Kalass, CEO of Starfish Family 
Services. "We want to help 
alleviate some of the stress for 
parents and caregivers so that 
families can enjoy a brighter 
holiday season." 

Starfish Family Services 
is the largest private, non­
profit human service agency in 
Western Wayne County. The 
organization offers 12 special­
ized programs to help educate 
and empower at-risk families 
and children in southeastern 
Michigan. 

The agency has served more 
than 8,300 children and their 
families at its 18 services sites 
over the last year. More infor­
mation can be found online at 
www.starfishonline.org. 

CITY OF WESTLAND 
ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

The following appeals will be heard at a public hearing to be held in 
the Council Chambers of Westland City Hall, 36601 Ford Road, 
Westland, MI on Wednesday, December 19, 2007 at 7:00 p.m. at 
which time comments may be directed to the Board during 
audience participation. If you wish to reply by mail, send your 
comments to the above address. All property owners whose names 
appear in our tax rolls located within 300' of this property are being 
notified pursuant to this statute. 

Pe t i t ion #2825 - Kat ie Bohr/St. T h e o d o r e Parish. 8200 Wavne 

Request for a temporary sign variance from Section 15:3.2, of 
Ordinance 248 in order to erect a temporary sign on their site from 
January 18, 2008 to February 2, 2008 to advertise a Vegas Night 
Party to be held on February 1st and 2nd. 

Petit ion #2626-John Gavin/Custom Sign Center/Tim Horton. 
715 S. Wavne Road 
Request for a 60 square foot wall-mounted sign area variance from 
Section 15:6.2(a) of Ordinance 248 in order to install an additional 
60 square feet of wall-mounted signage on the north side of the 
building. 

Petit ion #2627- Jim Anderson/Huron Sign/Fort Knox. 39205 
Ford Road 
Request for a 14' sign height variance from Section 15:7.5(c) of 
Ordinance 248 to erect a 28 foot high free standing sign where only 
a 14 foot high sign is allowed. 

Petit ion #2628-Arthur & Lvim Abel. 29100 Warren 
Request for a side-yard fence location variance from Section 22-
304(a) and a 1'6" side yard fence height variance from Section 22-
303(C), Article X of the City of Westland Code of Ordinances as a 
result of the installation of a 6' high privacy fence in the west side 
yard of the home. 

Petit ion #2629-Joseph Endreszl. 31546 Palmer Road 
Request for a non-conforming structure variance from Section 5:2.3. 
of Ordinance 248, in order to construct a 190 sq. ft. addition to the 
first floor and an 240 sq. ft. addition to the second floor of the home. 
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We Sell Money Orders, 
Western Union, 
Pay Uti l i ty Bills, 
Money Transfer 
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