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- WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

After winning a landslide
victory in the Nov. 6 elec-
tion, Mayor William Wild has
moved swiftly to reshape his
administrative team.

In a flurry of changes,
Wild has ousted Economic
Development Director William

Caya, Controller/Purchaser
Dwayne Harrigan and com-
puter-systems Director Charles
Nalbandian, Their departures

became effective Friday.

Wild also confirmed Friday
that Senior Resources Director
Peggy Ellenwood has notified
him that she plans to retire
Dec. 14, citing personal rea-
SODS.

Wild, elected to finish the
two years remaining on former
Mayor Sandra Cicirelli’s term,
has moved quickly to assemble
an administrative team that he
believes can help him move the
city forward, -

Caya, hired in April 2006 by
Cicirelli, was making $68,709
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Mayor ousts 3 directors to shape his new team

Commerce President Lori
Fodale, who will start her job
in January after a brief mater-
nity leave.

Fodale, who also has
chaired the city’s Downtown
Development Authority, has
worked extensively with the
business community, and she

a year. He will be replaced
by Westland Chamber of

has been a strong supporter of
wild. -

“I'm proud to work in his
administration,” she said
Friday, adding that econoniic
development “is my passion.
This is a dream come true for
me”’

Harrigan, hired in March
2002 when Cicirelli was mayor,
was making $72,751 a year:
His job duties included han-
dling payments to vendors

and coordinating bids. His

successor will be Jade Smith,
a Comerica vice president and
branch manager in Milan, who
formerly worked for a LaSalle
branch in Westland.

Like Fodale, Smith has been
active in Westland, formerly
serving on the chamber board
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Alexis Christi, 6, {from feft), Chance Johnson, 10, Haddie Kernahan, 7, and her sister Olivia, 6, helped paint the rocks that Doreen Gregory has in the rock

garden at her Westland home.

 Rocks are ‘canvas’ for her artwork

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

It's amazing what Doreen
Gregory has in her front yard
— horses, a snake, reindeer,

a lzard, Spider-Man, a spare
eyeball or two, a cat with a
candy cane for a tail.

Just don't bite into the
candy chocolates, no mat-
ter how delicious they look.
They're hard as a rock.

Actually, they are rocks.
Gregory took up rock-paint--
ing as a hobby at her Westland
home, and now she’s getting
help from neighborhood
youngsters and her Canton
grandchildren.

Passers-by can marvel at the
rocks, painted all shades of
bright colors, as they walk by
or drive by Gregory’s house at .
32468 Cowan, east of Venoy.
Beware the sign, though.

It reads, “Smile, You're on
Camera.”

Gregory estimated she has
120 works of art in her rock
bed. She started her project in
May, and she and her helpers
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Doreen Gregory holds up her favarite rock, which would be right at home

in Kentucky's horse-farm countryside.

have saluted special days like
the Fourth of July, Halloween
and Thanksgiving by painting
special rocks.

“Now we're doing '
Christmas,” she said, standing
in her front yard with a group
of young painters.

The project was inspired
by rock-painting books by
author Lin Wellford, and

Gregory hopes to start teach-

ing classes as early as this

month. She can be reached at
' (734) 421-5041.

Gregory uses an area inside
her garage for her art work,
.and she isn't telling lies when
she says, matter-of-factly, “T'm
really good at drawing.”

Sore of the larger rocks
reveal entire scenes, such

as a cozy house blanketed
by a Christmas snowfall or
a horse farm reminiscent of
Kentucky’s bluegrass area.

Ten-year-old Chance
Johnson of Westland painted
a small rock that looked
like an eyeball during the
Halloween season. :

“I just kind of go with th
holiday,” he said. ‘

Gregory's grandchildren
— Maddie Kernahan, 7, and
sister Olivia, 6 — come from
Canton with their mother,
Amy, to paint.

Maddie said she made a cat
with a candy cane for a tail
because “it was fun.”

Gregory got some of
her rocks from Barson's
Greenhouse in Garden City.
She brought some back from
visits to places like Lake
Michigan. Qthers she found in
her own neighborhood.

“It’s a good hobby,” Gregory
said. “You just take a dirty old
rock, clean it up and make it

“into a masterpiece.”
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Suspects bound over
on 2 felony charges

BY BRAD KADRICH
STAFF WRITER

When Jean Pierre Orlewicz
and Alexander Letkemann
stand trial later this month in
Wayne County Circuit Court,
they’ll only be facing one life
sentence instead of two in the
Nov. 7 death of 26-year-old
Daniel Sorensen.

After a preliminary hearing

Friday in 35th District Court,
the defendants, charged with
killing and beheading Sorensen
and then disposing of his body,
were bound over by Judge
Michael Gerou on one count
of first-degree, premeditated
murder and one count of muti-
lating a corpse. The murder
charge carries a mandatory life
sentence without parole; the
mutilation charge is a 10~year
felony. ‘
Orlewicz, 17, of Plymouth
Township and Letkemann,
18, of Westland are scheduled
to be arraigned at the Frank
Murphy Hall of Justice in
Detroit Dec. 14.

A third count — felony
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Isam Ayyash, a 17-year-old Churchill
High School student, testified
defendant Jean Pierre Orlewicz
calfed him to come help move the
body of the victim, 26-year-oid
Daniel Sorensen.

murder — was dismissed by
Gerou. It was based on the
idea Orlewicz stole a gun from
Sorensen, but Gerou ruled
because the theft occurred
after the murder, it didn’t meet
Michigan’s statutory require-
ment.

Evidence introduced at
Friday’s hearing also showed
the murder was allegedly sup-
posed to happen a day earlier.
According to a statement given

Please see SUSPECTS, A3

3rd man faces trial for
armored car robbery

BY DARRELL CLEM
STAFF WRITER

A third defendant was
ordered Thursday to stand trial
in Wayne County Circuit Court
on charges he robbed a Loomis
armed car driver Oct. 17 ont-
side the Sav-a-Lot store at Ann
Arbor Trail and Merriman,

Jerrel Pittman, a 19-year-old
Detroiter, was bound over for
trial after the driver identi-
fied him as the accused bandit
during a preliminary hear-
ing in Westland 18th District
Court. H convicted of unarmed
robbery, he could face penal-
ties ranging up to 15 years in
prison.

Pittman is accused of grab-
bing a bag containing $15,000
from the armored car driver
and fleeing into a nearby resi-
dential neighborhood, where
police said he was captured.

The money, however, was never
found. .
Pittman’s hearing had
been delayed until Thursday
because his attorney, Regina
Triplett, had earlier asked for
a police lineup to see whether
the vietim could identify him. )
Westland police Sgt. Steve v
Borisch arranged for the o
lineup, but Pittman refused to
participate. .
Ultimately, Pittman’s deci-

sion didnt matter because he
was identified in court as the
teen who robbed the driver.
Pittrnan remains jailed in lieu
of 2 $100,000 cash bond as he
awaits trial. 7

_Two other defendants
already had been ordered to i
stand trial after they volun- :
tarily waived their preliminary
hearings.
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