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study into 
BY DARRELLCLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Amid hopes of reducing its trash 
flow and reining in landfill costs, 
Westland should know within three 
months what its options will be for 
launching a curbside recycling pro
gram with no user fees. 

In a landmark vote, the Westland 
City Council has hired Ann Arbor-
based Resource Recycling Systems 
Inc. to study options that could be 

financially feasible for this city of 
86,000 residents. 

"It's been a long time coming," 
council President James Godbout 
said. "I'm just glad to see we've gotten 
to the point now where we're going to 
have enough information to move for
ward with this program.". 

Residents like Margot 
McCormack last year collected 
some 600 signatures on petitions 
imploring city officials to make an 
environmentally wise decision to 

seriously move toward a curbside 
recycling program. 

With little fanfare Monday, the 
council voted 7-0 to spend $10,500 
and hire RRS to study recycling 
options and report back to the city 
within 90 days. Currently, local resi
dents have to haul their recyclables to 
a drop-off site on Marquette east of 
Newburgh — an effort that some say 
discourages participation. 

RRS chief executive officer Jim 
Frey has said at-home recycling meth

ods have become much easier. Some 
plans allow households to place all 
their recyclables in one container, 
because the materials are separated at 
recycling centers. 

Westland twice failed with curbside 
recycling programs because it charged 
fees that residents didn't seem will
ing to pay. Now, officials are seeking 
options that will be cost-effective 
while avoiding user fees. 

"The services to be provided by the 
RRS will be customized to meet the 

unique needs of the city," according 
to the contract between the city and 
RRS. 

Frey has said that some cities 
adopting user-friendly recycling pro
grams actually generate new revenue 
rather than face an ongoing expense. 
He cautioned that a successful pro
gram will largely depend on educat
ing residents and encouraging them 
to recycle. 
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Ray Glenn of the Wayne County Parks gets the crowd ready for youngsters age 4 and under to go af ter marshmaliows during t h e annual Marshmallow 
Drop at the Nankin Mills Park in Westland. For story and more photos, see Page A6. 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER ' 

A former Nankin Township politician 
who helped lead a campaign to make 
Westland a city in 1966 has authored a 
new book that revives local history and 
details his ties to Democratic leaders 
like the late state Sen. William Faust 
and first Mayor Thomas Brown. 

Jerry "Rat" Fincke only lived here in 
1961-66, but he left his mark during a 
tumultuous time that saw him work on 
Republican Gov. George Romney's cam
paign before defecting to the Democratic 
Party. 

In his book, Primer for Political 
Wannabes: Confessions of a Political 
Gunslinger, Fincke recalled how he 
campaigned for Faust, a paraplegic 
who rose up against Democratic Party-
backed Terry Troutt in 1966, just two 
years after Fincke lost his GOP bid 
against Troutt. 

"I was very proud of the Bill Faust 
campaign," said Fincke, 70, during a 
telephone interview from his Daytona 

Beach, Fla., home. 
Fincke, a native of upstate New York 

who earned a master's degree from 
Harvard Business School, had moved 
to then-Nankin Township in 1961 when 
he was hired as a marketing analyst for 

. Ford Motor Co. Certain chapters of his 
book reflect on his time here. 

Fincke was invited to a local 
Republican Club meeting, and by 1963 
he became the Nankin group's chair
man. But he gave up on his aspirations 
for public office after he lost bids to 
become township treasurer and state 
senator. 

Nonetheless, Fincke made a difference 
on the local political landscape. As head 
of Nankin Republicans, he was named 
by then-township Supervisor Faust to 
spearhead a bipartisan campaign for city 
incorporation along with then-township 
Treasurer Thomas Brown. Brown would 
advance to become the city's first mayor, 
a state representative and, late in his 
career, a city council member. 

Please see BOOK, A 2 

Former Westland resident J e r r y 'Rat ' Fincke writes 
about his involvement in s ta te and local politics in 
his book. 

W-W rounds up 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Five-year-olds don't have to 
wait until September to have 
their first school experience. In 
fact, Wayne-Westland school 
officials want them to have 
that experience now as part 
of the annual Kindergarten 
Roundup slated for 9-10 a.m. 
Tuesday, April 8. 

"We would like all the kin
dergarten students to join us 
at the Kindergarten Roundup," 
said Sally Perkins, the execu
tive director of elementary edu
cation. "It's very important for 
parents to come out and learn 
about the school and Wayne-
Westland's kindergarten pro
gram." 

The roundup will be held at 
all 17 of Wayne-Westland's ele
mentary schools. Parents will 
have an opportunity to tour the 
school, meet the principal and 
kindergarten teachers, discuss 
the curriculum and review reg
istration materials. 

Incoming kindergartners 
will get the opportunity to 
participate in an activity, visit 
their kindergarten classroom 
and receive a free school 
T-shirt to wear in the fall. 
They also will be given free 
backpacks, filled with school 
supplies, books and sug
gested activities to prepare 
youngsters for the first day of 
school. 

For parents who can't attend 
the morning program, school 
offices will be open 6-7 p.m. 
that evening for registration 
only. If those times don't work, 
parents can call the school for 
an appointment. 

Youngsters who will age 5 by 
Dec. 1,2008, are eligible for 
kindergarten enrollment this 
fall. Parents must provide the 
child's original birth certifi
cate with raised seal, a current 
immunization record and three 
proofs of residency, such as a 
current mortgage/lease agree
ment or tax statement, current 
bank statement, current utility 

bills or current employment 
record. 

Parents also can get'infor
mation on the district's all-day 
kindergarten program which is 
offered at seven schools - John 
Hick in Inkster; Wildwood, 
P.D. Graham, Lincoln and 
Jefferson-Barns in Westland, 
Walker-Winter in Canton and 
Roosevelt-McGrath in Wayne. 

Families who are interested 
in the all-day program but 
don't live in those schools' 
attendance areas, can apply 
through the Schools of Choice 
program at the district's 
administrative offices on 
Marquette west of Wayne 
Road, Westland. Applications 
also are available online at 
www.wwcsd.net. The deadline 
for applying is April 21. For 
more information, call (734) 
419-2083. 

The school district also 
offers a magnet kindergarten 
program to meet the needs of 
school-age children who may 
be developmentally young. The 
program provides students 
added support through a cur
riculum which places greater 
emphasis on hands-on instruc
tion. There is currently one 
magnet classroom available to 
students in the district. 

Parents are responsible for 
providing transportation for 
students in schools of choice 
programs, including the mag
net program. 

There also are Champions 
before and after school pro
grams available at 13 of the dis
trict's 17 elementaries as well as 
an extended-day kindergarten 
programs at Kettering and 
Wildwood Elementaries with 
a free one-way shuttle service. 
For more information, call 
(734) 722-9157. 

"We would like all students 
to join us at the roundup," said 
Perkins. "We'd like to have 
as many students registered 
now before school starts in 
September." 
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West land's John Glenn High School marching band played in the shadows of Tiger Stadium in Detroit on 
Sunday during the city's 50th annual St. Patrick's Day Parade along Michigan Avenue. The parade had its 
largest attendance in its history. 

LPS candidates scheduled for 
three forums; first is Thursday 

The three candidates for seats 
on the Livonia Public Schools 
Board of Education are sched
uled to face three different 
opportunities for public ques
tion/answer scrutiny before the 
election. The first forum is this 
week. 

Candidates Tom Bailey, 
Gregory Oke and Patrice Mang 
are scheduled to participate 
in a forum at 7 p-tn. Thursday, 
March 27, at Livonia City Hall. 

That event, hosted by the 
League of Women Voters of 
Northwest Wayne County,. 
is scheduled for 90 minutes, 
with questions submitted by 
the audience being screened 
for clarity and duplication by 
League members before being 
asked. To enter questions in 
advance, visit www.lwvnww.org 
and click on Contact Us. 

A second forum is planned 
for 7 P-m. Thursday, April 3, at 
Livonia's City Hall auditorium 
by the Citizens for Livonia's 
Future, a group that was 
formed after the institution 

of the district's controversial 
Legacy Initiative. The CFLF 
later led a failed recall effort 
against five school board mem
bers and promoted other can
didates for the board. Now the 
advocacy group is focusing on 
urging positive change in the 
district and promoting voting in 
the election, according to Brad 
Wolkan, a CFLF board member. 

The forum is set for one hour 
and Livonia Observer com
munity editor Dave Varga will 
moderate. Questions maybe e~ 
mailed to dvarga@hometown-
life.com and submissions will 
be screened for duplication and 
appropriateness. 

A mistake almost halted the 
CFLF forum. The CFLF Web 
site initially listed an elect-
Patrice Mang e-mail address 
as the site to submit advance 
questions. That was quickly cor
rected, according to Wolkan. 

He sees this forum as "a chance 
for alot of reconciliation." 

Oke initially questioned 
whether the event would be 

neutral due to the e-mail 
address. However, Oke said he 
and Bailey, who are both cur
rent incumbent board mem
bers, were "cognizant of the fact 
that this group (CFLF) has felt 
shut out, I'd like to make a posi
tive step here," he said. 

Bailey couldn't be reached for 
comment. 

A third candidate forum will 
be hosted by the Livonia PTSA 
Council at 7 P-ni. Wednesday, 
April 16, at the Board of 
Education meeting office on 
Farmington, just south of Five 
Mile. That forum is set for 90 
minutes, with questions accept
ed in advance at www.livoniapt-
sacouncil.org. 

Each of the three events is 
planned to be videotaped so 
voters can view Brighthouse 
Networks cable replays before 
the May 6 election. 

Two of the three candidates 
will win four-year seats on the 
seven-member school board, 
which decides policy for the 
district. 

Our customers 
our 1 

Joe ojJoe's Produce & Gourmet Market in Livonia says: 

"We are having great success with our full page advertising. Each week. 
our customers look forward to seeing the numerous prepared foods, deli 

and specialty items we have to offer, along with the fresh produce our 
customers have come to"depend on." 

"Since our expansion, we have so much variety that the full page ad really 
showcases the new and improved Joe's Produce & Gourmet Market!" 

We can help your business grow, too! 
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Students at Lincoln 
Elementary School in Westland 

11 receive a $1,000 award 
i I inch a service-learning 
i * ;ct for Global Youth Service 
1» Friday, April 25. 

I le school is one of 100 State 
1 in Good Neighbor Service-
Lua/ning Award winners cho
sen by Youth Service America 
and funded by State Farm 
Companies Foundation. 

The students in the school's 
Bright Futures After School 
Program's Leadership and 
Junior Master Gardener Clubs 
will play an integral role in 
designing, planning and carry
ing out an Outdoor Classroom 
Project and will dedicate the 
entire month of April to work
ing on the State Farm grant. 

"The Outdoors Classroom 
Project is designed to improve 
Lincoln Elementary School 
students' knowledge and skills 
in the area of applied math
ematics," said Sara Bliss, Bright 
Futures coordinator. "Based on 
state standardized test scores, 
mathematics is considered to be 
an area of major concern." 

According to Bliss, the 2006 
MEAP test results less than 50 
percent of third- through fifth-
grade students at Lincoln were 
able to add, subtract, multiply 
or divide in contextual situa
tions, recognize common frac
tions, perform measurement. 
tasks related to weather, build 
basic three dimensional figures, 
or calculate the area and perim
eter of basic shapes success
fully. The Outdoors Classroom 
Project will address each of the 
deficiencies through hands-on, 
student-led service to be carried 
out by school and community 
youth. 

Lesson plans 

Youth participants will 
develop lesson plans detailing 
applied mathematics activi
ties to be used in Outdoors 
Classroom. The activities will 
be specifically designed for 
active learning. Students will 
be exposed to real-life situa
tions and opportunities which 
allow them to learn, apply and 
demonstrate proficiency in the 
mathematics skills. 

"The goal of the Outdoors 
Classroom project is to create 
a tool for teaching and learn
ing applied mathematics to be 
used by all Lincoln Elementary 
School students and staff," 
Bliss said. 

Students and staff at Lincoln 
will celebrate Global Youth 
Service Day on April 25 in 
their new courtyard. Students 
will be lead tours and discuss 
their plans with guests. There 
will also be a dedication by 
Principal Jennifer Munson and 
a plaque will be presented to 
commemorate the event. 

"The State Farm Good 
Neighbor Service-Learning 
grant winners demonstrate 
unprecedented global caring 
and initiative, showing the 
world that young people can 
be leaders today, not in some 
distant tomorrow," said Steve 
Culbertson, president and CEO 
of Youth Service America. "By 
combining the dynamics of ' 
leadership, service and learn
ing, the grant recipients build 
some of the most valuable skills 
- academic achievement and 
workforce readiness." 

"State Farm is proud to 
partner with Youth Service 
America," added Edward B-

Rust Jr., Chairman and CEO of 
State Farm. "As our partnership 
has grown so has our respect 
for YSA's work. Through its 
strong leadership, young people 
around the world are experienc
ing fundamental necessities of 
democracy - the ability to serve 
and give back to their commu
nity - while gaining academic 
and workplace readiness skills 
that are valued by State Farm. 

"We share with YSA the 
common belief that our young 
people are not tomorrow's lead
ers, they are leaders today." 

Around the world 
Global Youth Service Day is 

the largest service event in the 
world. Global Youth Service 
Day is a year-round effort to 
expand the impact of the youth 
service movement. The initia
tive launches new service orga
nizations, policy changes, and 
sustainable service programs 
to create a culture of engaged 
youth. State Farm Companies 
Foundation is the presenting 
sponsor. 

Youth Service America is a 
national nonprofit resource 
center that partners with 
thousands of organizations 
in more than 100 countries 
and is committed to increas
ing the quality and quantity 
of volunteer opportunities for 
young people ages 5-25, to serve 
locally, nationally, and globally. 
Founded in 1986,Touth Service 
America's mission is to expand 
the impact of the youth service 
movement with communities, 
schools, corporations, and gov
ernments. 

Information about Youth 
Service America is available 
online at www.YSA.org. , 

BOOK 
PAGE A1 

In his book, available 
through Dorrance Publishing 
Co., Fincke wrote that Detroit's 
major department store, 
Hudson's, had opened a store 
at Westland's mall, fueling an 
attempt by Livonia to annex 
the area and add to its tax 
base. Nankin voters supported 
a ballot measure to become 
a city, rebuffing Livonia's 
advances and creating a city 
that was named after a mall. 

BIPARTISAN EFFORT 
Fincke recalled how 

Democrats and Republicans 
alike worked to incorporate 
Westland as a city. 

"We were trying to show 
unity in that campaign," he 
told the Observer. 

During his time here, Fincke 
became disenchanted with the 
Republican Party and defected 
to the Democratic side, help
ing Faust with his state senate 
campaign in 1966. Fincke con
cedes in his book that the cam

paign issued tabloid-style pub
lications comparing the small 
newspaper office where Faust 
worked to the rural bar owned 
by his opponent, Troutt. 

"Faust won the primary in a 
stunning upset," Fincke wrote. 

This came just days before 
Fincke was to move to 
Rochester, N.Y., to practice law. 

"On election night, one 
burly and semi-drunk union 
activist expressed displea
sure over his perception that 
we had conducted a dirty 
campaign," Fincke wrote in 
his book. "He threatened me 
that 'they' would follow me 
to Rochester and 'get even.' 
Much to my relief, that did 
not occur." 

Fincke learned during his 
recent interview with the 
Observer that Brown had a 
local park named after him 
and that Faust had a city 
library named in his honor. 

"That's just great," said Fincke, 
who is now involved in a corpo
ration that operates a Victorian-
style pier in Daytona Beach. 

Fincke's book contains 

numerous black-and-white 
photos and incorporates 
old newspaper articles that 
complement his stories. He 
also weaves humor into book, 
just over 120 pages. In one 
excerpt, he wrote of politi
cians, "It is axiomatic that, 
after their initial election to 
office, politicians are focused 
on re-election and/or running 
for a higher office. This need 
is pervasive. It is a disease that 
afflicts almost every elected 
political figure." 

Fincke has secured a spot 
in Westland's history not only 
for his involvement in the 
township and city, but also by 
making his book available for 
public viewing at the Westland 
Historical Museum, on Wayne 
Road between Marquette and 
Cherry Hill. 

"He donated it to the muse
um," historian Jo Johnson 
said. 

His book sells for $17-95 and 
can be bought at www.dor-
rancebookstore.com - just hit 
the search button on the left. 
He said the book also is avail
able on amazon.com orby call
ing (800) 788-7654. 

Got Game? 
Yep, got scores, too. 
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