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Extensive work planned for 2 busy road

Hix Road between Warren and

BY DARRELL CLEM city's oldest. Federal and state dollarswill ~ Westland Public Service Director mer), and we're hoping to finish
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER Joy will be closed to through traf-  Another city project will be used to pay for the bulk of the  Kevin Buford said signs will it right around Labor Day so
‘ fic, possibly from June until early  involve resurfacing Ann Arbor projects. The combined costsof ~ be posted directing drivers to we can reopen the bridge when
Motorists traveling along two  September, for a city project that  Trail between Hines Driveand - the repairs will top the $1 million Newburgh. school starts back” - -
Westland roads will face delays ~ involves replacing abridge over  Merriman Road. Those repairs ~ mark, according to city officials. “We're trying to work around Wild said a new; wider, stron-
and detours this summer aswork  Tonguish Creek, Mayor William  are expected to start as early as The bridge project will force the school year,” Buford said. ger bridge with proper shoulders
crews make long-awaited repairs, Wild announced. May and possibly continue into ~ through traffic to use an alter- “WeTe hoping to closé the road

city officials confirmed.

The bridge, built in 1937, is the.

_ the fall, Wild said.

nate north-south read, and

when school lets out (for the sum-

Piease see ROADWORK, A2

Woman, 68, killed

-while crossing

Van Born Road

A 68-year-old Westland woman was
struck and killed Friday morning while
she was walking across Van Born Road
between Middlebelt and Inkster, police
Officer Tom Lessnanu said.

The woman, whose identity hadn’t been
disclosed by police, was walking north-
bound across Van Born near Admiral
around 6:30 a.m. when two westbound
vehicles approached her, Lessnau said.

A motorist driving in the inside lane -
managed to avoid the woman, but the
driver of a Ford F-150 pickup truck in the
outside lane apparently didn’t see her in
time to avoid hitting her, the officer said.

The driver of the Ford F-150 was
described as a 43-year-old Dearborn
Heights man.

The woman was taken to Qakwood
Hospital/Annapolis in Wayne, where she
died, Lessnau said.

Neither aleohol nor speed appeared
to be a factor in the accident, he said.
The investigation was continuing Friday
afternoon.

The woman was not walking in a cross-
walk at the fime of the accident, Lessnau
said.

- By Darrelf Clem

Cancer fight
gets boost from
Relay for Life

BY JULIE BROWN.
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

The weekend of May 31-Tune 1 will be a
busy one for local cancer-fighters, with both
Westland and Garden City holding Relay for
Life fund-raisers.

The Westland event will run 24 hours, 10
a.m. Saturday to 10 a.m. Sunday, at Jaycee
Park, Hunter and Wildwood by the Mike
Modano Ice Arena. Walkers will raise pledg-
es and walk in teams continuously on the
track to combat cancer.

The Garden City event will be at the
same time but will be held on the grounds
of Garden City Middie School on Radeliff
south of Ford near the Schooleraft College
Radcliff Center.

“It’s going really well,” said Holly Soranno,
community representative/staff partner for
the American Cancer Society which spon-
sors the event. “We're excited to be back at
Jaycee Park again.”

The Westland event was moved to Jaycee

Please sez RELAY, A2
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The cast of the John Glenn High School spring musical, ‘High Schoo I‘Jldusical ’ rehearses the opening number, ‘Start of Something New.' Playing lead roles in the production are
Megan Walker as Taylor (front row, from left), Lauracmdy Panue as Gabrilla, Dayna Krushlin as Sharpay, Matt Benyo as Ryan, Jacory Frowner as Zeke, David Sumlin as Chad, and

Joseph Franklin Blouse as Troy.

blenn students give 1 0 percent to ‘High School Musical

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

For Dayna Krushlin and Megan

Walker, it was a given that they would

be the assistant directors of John
Glenn High School’s spring musical.
They were the only students in Sheri
Grove’s drama directing class who
wrote the essays needed to earn the
coveted positions.

But there also was some planning
that went into landing what most
likely are the prime jobs on what is
turning out to be the biggest pro-
duction in Grove's 13 years at the
‘Westland high school.

“We passed up being play direc-
tors to be the musical directors,” said
Krushlin. “This is blgger and better
and we can dance.” :

The bigger and better is the stage
production of Disney’s High School
Musical which will be presented
April 10-12 at the Westland high
school. Seventy students are working
on the production, a modern retelling
of Shakespeare’s Romeo and Juliet.

“We did the planning for it in the
fall and the eall$ staried coming in,”
said Grove. “For the kids, knowing
they’re in a show people want to see
has been exciting.”

- “We just found out the mayor
bought tickets,” said Krushlin, "It’s
kind of cool. We never really had
anyone come, only our parents and
friends.”

The play has a castof 40 and a
crew of 30. And from day one, they
have “viewed being in the show as a

| Ratesasiowas

Yol S0t %F. am e dE g

i FLuS: Yok (ol §‘ BT

The cheerleaders — Courtney McKinney (front row), Amy Selewski, Jordan Burgess,
Nikki Zurban (back row}, Kimmie Shepers, Tya Echols and Sarah Mellas — perform the
“Wildcat Cheer” during rehearsal of the spring musical.

privilege, said Grove. :
“We had 100 students come out
for auditions, that shows that they
viewed this as something special,”
said Grove. “All the popularity and

the hype has made it more exciting to

be a part of. From beginning to the
end, it’s been a wonderful experience.”

GOOD EXPERIENCE

Preparations have gone smoothly,

thanks to Disney which provides “so”

many assets” to help with the produc-
tion. In past productions, Grove has
had to rely on karaoke music, but
with High School Mysical, Disney
has provided rehearsals and perfor-
mance CDs as well as logos to use for
T-shirts and promotions.
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“They want the show done the
way it was done originally,” she said.
“We're trying to make it as authentic
as poss1b1e t0 the Broadway show and
movie.” )
The challenge facing Grove is

adapting the play to the size of
* Glenn's auditorium, which is “more

intimate than most theaters,”

Because it’s 2 small stage, a simple
wagon will be used to rotate the three
sets need for the production.

_ “The students have given 110 per-
cent,” Grove said. “This has been
completely student-driven.”

“They want to be here,” added co-
director Belinda Walakonis-Semalk.

_ “They're self-driven and they've all

stepped up to the plate. They all come
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What: Disney's ‘High Schoot Musical'
Who: Presented by the John Glenn
Theatrical Guild '

When: 7 p.i. Thursday through
Saturday, April 10-12, with a matinee at
1p.m. Saturday, April 12 ‘
Where: John Glenn High School,
Marguette, west of Wayne Road,
Westland

Cost; 58 for students ages T and
under and $12 for adutts. Tickets can
be ordered by sending your name,
address and telephone number, num-
ber of student and adult tickets need-
ed to groves@wwesd.net. They also

- will be avaitable for purchase 7 a.m. to
3 p.m. weekdays in the school's main
office beginning Monday, Marchi3l. -

prepared, they've put the musical
first. This group has been phenom-
enal, awesome.”

According to Grove, students have
been able to learn on their own and
teach other students. Krushlinand
Walker did the choreography, using 8
video that taught thém the dances, .

" Tt took about 11/2-two hoursto. .
learn,” said Walker who has beenin
dance for 15 years.

In addition to their directing
and choreography duties, the two
seniors also are members of the cast.

Please see MUSICAL, A3
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RELYY e n will face trial on ch rge of m lesting gir
2008 event online. That's an
FROM PAGE A1 ’ increage from 15 teams in 2007. -
“Lot of the increase is through S

.' . word of mouth,” said Albitus, BY DARRELL CLEM . ‘ dlstrlbutmg obscene ‘material to he fathered, police Sgt. Debra Sims is accused of molest-
Pask last year dueto contamina-  who has a team captains meeting OBSERVER STAFF WRITER the girl and furnishing her with Mathews has said. The baby ing the girl during the month
tion issues at Central City Park,  scheduled for 7p.m. Wednesday, aleohol. survived: ' _ leading up to his arrest. He
the previous site. Relays have April 23 at Garden City City A Westland man wil} face He was ordered to stand trial The girlfriend reported the was caring for the girl and her
been held in Westland for nearly ~ Hall. trial amid allegations he after he gave up his right to a alleged crimes to police March . siblings in their Norwayne
10 vears while this will be the Each of the teams hold their molested his live-in girlfriend’s  preliminary hearing Thursday 1 after she left the hospital and  subdivision residence while
second year for Garden City. own fund-raisers that include 8-year-old daughter, showed in front of Westland 18th her daughter told her whathad  the mother was hospitalized,

Last year, about 500 people selling candy, getting dona- her pornographic moviesand ~ District Judge C. Charles Bokos. happened, Mathews said. Police Mathews said. '

participated in the Westland tions from local businessesand ~ gave her alcohol. He remains jailed in liew of a arrested the defendant thesame . Sims’ girlfriend, 24, now has
Relay for Life. Organizers, other sales the day of the event. Tadario Derwin Sims, 22, $500,000 cash bond, although day at a Westland restaurant. four sons:and the one daughter.
including event chair Liz The Garden City Firefighters could face penalties rahgingup  a not-guilty plea has been - Mathews conducted an inter-  Sims is the father of the new-
Sullivan, are looking for more Fight Back for a Cureteam, for  to life in prison if he’s convicted  entered for him. view with Sims, and, she said,  born only. He has no known

teams and survivors, with a

instance, is selling Home Interior .. in Wayne County Circuit Court

Sims is accused of molesting

“he confessed.”

criminal history of criminal

Westland goal of 40 teams. and other candle products. on four counts of first-degree the girl while his girlfriend was Sims’ defense attorney, Alvm sexual conduct.

Around 3 pm. that Saturday, ~ Orders aretaken at the Garden - criminal sexual conduet, three hospitalized with pregnancy Sallen, has declined to com- ' '
there will be a survivor’s lap. City Clerk’s Office. counts of second-degree CSC,  complications involvingaboy =~ ment on his client’s behalf. . delem@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2110
Later at 10 p.m. on Saturday Money raised supports ‘ B

there will be a luminaria ceremo-
ny in the park to remember those

research, education, advocacy
and patient services, Soranno

L ] L] [ ]
lost to the di honor sur- - i . h f . t ' I '
oot oot b dadieaSiendenvo - Mayorr, police chief promote sexual awareness campaign

“We're looking to have more research, and has funded 42 ' ' ' ‘
survivors come out this year, Nobel Prize winners. BY DARRELL CLEM First Step’s campaign comes  Although women account and sexual violence toward
Soranno said, who was speaking Services include the 24-hour OBSERVER STAFF WRITER as officials prepare to observe for most sexual assault vie- women,” Wild said. “Ii is
to the Westland Rotary Club. cancer information center at . April as Sexual Assault ' tims, men and children also important to note that this
“It’s pretty quiet and somber. It’s (800} 227-2345, andwwwcan— Westland Mayor William Awareness Month. The agency are at risk. Wild signed a type of violence not only
definitely a healing process for cer.org online. Wild, calling for “intolerance  issued a statement indicat- proclamation stating that affects women, but the fami-
family members who have lost “People can be connected with  in our community for violence ing that more than half of sex  “sexual violence is a devas- lies and support systems of
somebody.” local resources,” she said. Thats  toward women,” has strongly  crithes don't get reported, and  tating and intolerable crime  the women who are affected-
There are 55 Relays in metro especially important for the - endorsed an effort by anon-  officials want victims to know  affecting men, women and as well, which directly
Detroit, with Plymouth hav- newly diagnosed. profit group to raise aware- that help is available. children of all races, ages, cul- impacts our society as a
ing hosted its first last year. Online information on the . ness of sex crimes. ] “This crime is a devastat- tures, economic situations and " whole.
Organizers have found more Westland Relay for Life can be Wild and Police Chief James ing crime,” Ridener said, “and  abilities.” “It is my hope,” Wild said,
people come out ifthe fund- found at http://events.cancer. Ridener on Wednesday signed we can’t stress enough that if First Step has pr0v1ded “that the efforts put forth by
raisers are in their back yard, org/rflwestlandmi. Fiind-raising  a proclamation circulatedin  you're a victim, report it to the comprehensive servicesto 36 First Step will result in an
Soranno said. teams can still sign up for the area communities by First police.” western Wayne County com-  increased awareness of this
“It’s a way of spreading our Garden City event by contact- Step, which offers services For help, call the Westland  munities since 1989. issue and ultimately lead to
mission more locally,” she said. ing Chiara Clayton at chiara. such as a 24-hour help line, = Police Department at (734) “First and foremost, I intolerance in our community .
Organizingthe second Garden  clayton@cancer.org or call (248)  shelter, counseling, prevention 722-9600, or First Step hasa  applaud First Step for their for violence toward women.”
City Relay for Life, event chair- 663-3420. -programs and in-hospital sup- 24-hour, toll-free help line at  strong commitment to reduce ‘
person Penny Atbitus said that Staff writer LeAnne Rogers contributed  port to sexual assault victims,  (888) 453-5900. the incidence of domestic dclem@hometowniife.com | (734} 953-2110

21 teams that include 129 people

to this story.

Arxbor Trail improvements as
vital to motorists who use the

Wild have had “extensive con-
versations” with county officials,

Wild,” is scheduled for 1-2:20
p.m. Saturday, April 19, at

Holly Soranno at (248) 6633452
or e-mail her at holly.soranno@

the Detroit Pistons, The Ann
Arber News and MLive.com are

ROADWORK greatly assistall motorists in AROUND WESTlAND
their dag-to-day activity” ' . .
FROM PAGE M Meanwhile, city resident - Study session Relay for Life T-shirt. Donations  chili cookoff Tuesday, April 29, at
Wéyne Mirth has called on offi- ‘ AR T mayhemade. . the Dorsey Community Center.
cials to push for a county road The Westland City Council ~ . The gommumty alsotsinvited - Enjoy chili, beverages and des-
_willbebuilt,” project that would involve repair-  will have a study session at 6 pm. . to “Take aWalk ori the Wild . - sert for $5 or enter youi home-
Meanwhile, Ann Arbor Trail  ing Warren Road, particularly ~ Mondayat City Hallon Ford - - Side” and join the mayor during  made chili in the contest. Tasters
will remain opento through traf-© between Venoy and Middlebelt.  Road. The council will be getting  the Relay, 10 am. May 311010 are welcome at 6 p.m. Cooks
fic while work crews repair the “It's horrendous,” said Mirth,  information from the Michigan ~ a.m. June 1 at Jaycee Park, at should bring their crock-pot of
stretch between Hines Driveand ~ who lives near Merriman and Liquor Control Commission. Wildwood and Hunter, During . chili at 5:30 p.m. Compete for
Meryiman Road, Buford said. - Warren. “It's full of holes. It's about what is allowed and whatis the 24-hour event, teamstake the title Best Westland Chili. The ~ Grand prize winners will
“We will be mamteumng two-  beyond patching. Itneedstobe  not allowed with aliquorlicense.  turns walking or runninglapsas ~ winner will compete in the Iith  be announced on emich.edu,
way traffic,” he said. reconstructed.” M [ bowl ‘ away to celebrate survivorship  District cookoff. pistons.com, and at the April
Another stretch of Ann Arbor Mirth noted that Warrenisa ayora O\QI , and raise money for the ACS. For more information call 11 Detroit Pistons home gaine.
Trail from Merriman to Inkster — major thoroughfare that many Westland Mayor William Wild - There will be plenty of food, fam-  (734) 729-1605 of (734) 674- Winners will have their names
also will ikely get repairs, but motorists useto get tothecity's  is inviting residents to help raise  ily fun and children’s games for 7827 flashing in lights on: The Palace
Buford said that phase Iikely - core retail district, including money for the American Cancer  everyone, E test of Auburn Hills arena LED -
won't happen until next year. Westland Shopping Center. “Society’s 2008 Relay for Life. For more information about §say contes screen and scoreboard and be
City officials Hafled the Ann =~ Buford confirmed that he and One event, “Skate with Mayor ~ Relay for Life in Westland, call Eastern Michigan University, "  given two tickets to watch the

game. One grand prize winner
will be selected to recetve 3 Best

road. who are responsible for Warren ~ Westland’s Mike Modano Iee CANCEr.OFg, sponsoring the “Education First  of Show price package, includ-
“Ann Arbor Trail is a thor- Road. Arena, on Wildwood north of Chili koff Merit Scholarship Essay Contest” ing an autographed Pistons
oughfare that is heavily traveled “It’s morethan ontheradar,”  Ford. Admission and skate rental fl COOKO . _ for high school juniors and jersey and tour of The Palace and
in our city,” Wild said, “and any Buford said, “Were doing every-  are free and participants will The Westland Democratic seniors, and transfer students. Pistons locker room.
and all improvements would thing we can.” receive a free “Wild’s Walkers” Clab will have its third annual To enter, eligible students must EMU will also award 15 more
: . attend EMU’ Explore Eastern ~ prizes — a $1,000 housing grant
. Open House on April 5. to five high school juniors, five
' ; - 1 One high school junior will high schoel seniors and five . -
@h : CITY OF WESTLAN D earn $7,500 in tuition and fees  * transfer students ($15,000 total).
SerUer ZONING BOARD OF APPEALS to attend EMU for 2009-2010.  Each contest participant will
PUBLIC NOTICE One high school senior will earn  receive an EMU T-shirt. Visit

[ $7,500 in tuition and fees to
attend EMU for 2008-2009.
And one transfer student will
earn $7,500 in tuition and fees to
attend EMU for 2008-2009.

www.emich.edu/explore to reg-
ister or for more information
about the open house. Visit www.
emich.edu for a link to contest
rules and details.

The following appeal will be heard at a public hearing to be held in
the Council Chambers of Westland -City Hall, 36601 Ford Road,
Westland, MI on Wednesday, April 16, 2008 at 7:00 p.m.at which
time comments may be directed to the Board during audience
participation. If you wish to reply by mail, send your comments to
the above address. All property owners whose names appear in our
tax rolls located within 300' of this property are being notified

€ GANNETT

HOW TO REACH US

1-866-88-PAPER {866-887-2737) .

HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

Home Detivery/Customer Service................

NeWSFOOM.....c.cccocrnmmrricren (73419532104 FAX.merncsimenanns {734) 5017272 t to this statut
Sports Nightfine ‘ 734) 9532104 pusstars th s sare CITY OF WESTLAND
i - Petitio Theisen, 1135 Craig Dr.
Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (7355) Request for two variances from Article X of the Westland City Code NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
Display Advertising (734) 9532153 of Ordinances in order to install a six foot high privacy fence in the .

north and south side yards of the home, whereas Section 22-304(a)
states that only rear yards may be enclosed with a fence and
Section 22-303(c) states that side yard fences that are allowed
cannot exceed four feet, six inches.

ON 2008-2009 PROPUSED BUDGET

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN, that the public hearing on the
proposed budget for the City of Westland for the fistal year
commencing July 1, 2008 and ending June 30, 2009 will be held on
Monday, May 5, 2008 at 7.00 p.m., in the Council Chambers of
Westland City Hall‘, 36601 Ford Road; Westland, MI 48185, The
property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support
the proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing.
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Lean - Boneless

1BEVERAGE SPECIALS
24 - 12 oz, Cans

“USDA GRADE A

USDA GRADE A

Lean Tender

Whole Beef : BUDWISER Bileen DeHart
: BUTTERFLY 9 TENDERLOIN ggNELESS ) BEER Publish: March-27 & 30, 2008 ity Clerk
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| Doneless SlicedFree M. b Sliced Free Ib. |2 Liver Bottle

PORK
ROAST

Lean Veal & Pork

NOTICE OF LAST DAY OF REGISTRATION
- FOR THE ELECTION TO BE HELD ON
MAY 6, 2008 FOR
LIVONIA PUBLIC SCHOOLS
CITIES OF LIVONIA & WESTLAND, "WAYNE
! COUNTY, MICHIGAN

TO THE ELECTORS OF THE SCHOOL IMSTRICT:

BOB’S OF
CANTON

e 3‘1210 W, Warren (at Merriman) » Westl
134- 522-3357 K

5 Slab Pkg. ;
PORK BABY $3 .
BACKRIBS b,

SEAFOOD

Please take notice that the Regular School Election of Livonia
Public Schools School Districé, will be held on Tuesday, May 6,
2008.

THE LAST DAY ON WHICH PERSONS MAY REGISTER IN

| s 9 M Sule Dates ORDER TO BE ELIGIBLE TO VOTE AT THE REGULAR
March 51-April 6 SCHOOL ELECTION CALLED TO BE HELD ON TUESDAY,
OCEAN PERCH b, XAl P MAY 6, 2008, IS MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2008. PERSONS

NEW HOURS:
-] Mon.-8at. 8 am - & pm
Sunday
9 am - 6 pm

USDA GRADE A
Lean - Juicy

T-BONE
STEAK

Leatt - Juicy

PORTERHOUSEs 549

REGISTERING AFTER 5 O'CLOCK IN THE EVENING ON
MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2008, ARE NOT ELIGIBLE TO VOTE AT
THE REGULAR SCHOOL ELECTION.

1 Fuly Cooked $2499
§ LARGE SHRIMP & Ib.

US # 1 PRODUCE
3 Lb Bag Dearborn

To register, visit any Secretary of State branch office or your county,
city, or township clerk’s office: Persons planning to register with the
respective county, city, or township clerks must ascertain the days
and hours on which the clerks’ offices are open for registration,

|Dearborn e
HONEY CURED§ mp 99
HAM | s3

Boneless Beef

ROLLED $O6H9
RUMPROAST & Ib.

' Fam:IyF’ack |
$22
Ib.

Candidates for the following offices will be voted upon:

Livonia Public Schools — School Board
2 — Four (4) year terms

This notice is given on behalf of the Board of Education of the
dLivonia Publi¢ School District and the Schooleraft Community
College District, Wayne County; Michigan.
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