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Mayor announces start

Editor's note: For more on the
mayor's State of the City speech,
see Page A3.

BYDARRELLCLEM

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Mayor William Wild has
indicated that an initial
phase for fixing lead-con-
taminated Central City Park
could potentially begin by
late summer, offering "the
first hope for a solution to
this problem that has seemed
at times insurmountable."

Wild's surprise announce-
ment came Thursday eve-
ning during a State of the
City address that depicted
Westland as a forward-think-
ing place where city officials,
residents and businesses are
working together to create a
bold vision, despite economic
problems.

Mere hours before Wild
delivered his crowd-rous-
ing, 45-minute speech inside
John Glenn High School's
(uiditoriura, he engaged in
talks with Wayne County
officials who indicated they
are willing to move ahead
with a first-phase reme-
diation plan for Central
City Park, focusing on the
easternmost 12 acres of the
100-acre site. The area would
likely receive several new soc-
cer fields, pavilions and rest-
room facilities, he said.

"I think phase one is a
great start, and I, as an opti-
mist, look forward to seeing
a shovel in the ground by the
end of summer," Wild said.

Even so, he didn't indicate
how long the initial phase
might take to complete or

when the rest of the park
could benefit from what will
certainly be a costly project.
He also urged residents to
"temper their expectations"
due to ongoing testing and
the need to develop a reme-
diation plan acceptable to
the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality.

The latest proposal for the
former landfill near Ford and
Carlson would complement
plans for building a so-called
Play Planet and Rainforest
H2O Zone, or "spray park/'
immediately north of Central
City Park, in what is com-
monly called Tot Town.

Wild's remarks inside the
packed auditorium of Glenn
High, his alma mater, came
as residents face a second
summer of being fenced out
of Central City Park, which
once hosted everything
from youth baseball to the
American Cancer Society's
Relay for Life.

On Friday, Assistant
Wayne County Executive
Alan Helmkamp indicated
support for Wild's state-
ments, saying the county
"has agreed in principal" to a
phased remediation plan that
will require state approval.

"We appreciate Mayor
Wild's leadership on this
issue," Helmkamp said.

He also seemed encouraged
that the county, which owns
the park, can reach a new
agreement to continue leas-
ing the park to the city when
the current lease expires in
October.
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Mayor
William Wild

delivers a
hopeful State

of the City
speech at the

hometown
school he
attended,

John Glenn.
TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Hundreds of Westland vot-
ers who live in a north-end
neighborhood will be cast-
ing ballots at a new location
starting with the Aug. 5 pri-
mary.

Precinct 27 residents who
used to vote at the Livonia
school district's now-closed
Perrinville School will cast
their ballots at the Western
Wayne Skill Center, at Ritz

and Ann Arbor Trail, said
Westland City Clerk Eileen
DeHart.

In all, 1,468 voters will be
making the move, she said.
"It's going to take effect for
the August election."

Voters should begin
receiving their new voter
registration cards this week.
DeHart's office plans to start
sending them out on Monday.

PHOTOS BY BILL BRESLER STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Lexie Kirkendall is
Elementary School

ready* with an answer during the kindergarten class math exercise at Aflen
in the Plymouth-Canton Community Schools.

Full-day
kindergarten

Too much or a step up?
"The direction in which education starts a man

will determine his future life."
So wrote Plato more than 2,000 years ago, and

educators and policy makers still believe it's true.
So what could be more important than kin-

dergarten, which opens the door to a lifetime of
education? Little does a 5-year-old know what a
milestone kindergarten represents on the long
walk toward adulthood.

Lawmakers in Lansing are considering making
full-day kindergarten mandatory. Bra that has
raised serious questions about the need and value
of such a program.

Today, in the second and final part of this series,
the Observer & Eccentric Newspapers will look at
what schools already offer and what impact this
could have on schools that don't offer it. We'll also
look at the potential psychological impact of send-
ing such young children to school all day.

Some schools already offer full-day programs
BYTONYBRUSCATO

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

As the state Legislature considers bills
mandating full-day kindergarten, many
school districts are already providing all-
day education for children in their first
year in the public school system.

Some districts, like Southfield Public
Schools, have been offering all-day kinder-
garten since 2004.

"Most of our families have two work-
ing parents, and a lot of single moms
and grandmothers are raising children
... they need full-day kindergarten," said
Ken Siver, deputy superintendent. "If I
could have done it sooner, I would have.
Everybody, nowadays, is looking for full-
day kindergarten."

Others see the reality of finding class-
room space and added costs, such as addi-
tional teachers and program materials,
will make the change a costly one in the
face of state foundation grant increases
that aren't keeping up with inflation.

"If the Legislature wasn't looking at it, I
don't think we would be actively pursuing
it," said George Belvitch, director of ele-
mentary education for Plymouth-Canton
Schools, where the foundation grant is
$7,500. "It would be very difficult for us to
afford."

Plymouth-Canton has cut nearly $15
million over the past seven budget years,
including the need to eliminate some 21
full-time-equivalent positions for the
2008-09 school year. And, that's in a dis-
trict with increasing enrollments over the
same time frame.

"It would put additional strain on our
elementary buildings," added Belvitch.

Teacher Heather Kearney at Allen Elementary School, is an eight-year veteran of teaching
kindergarten. She works with students Chloe Cox and Chris Pohl, playing number dominos during
centers time.

Some question stress of full-day kindergarten, A5.

"And, it would mean additional teachers.
We have approximately 27 kindergarten
teachers. We'd have to double that. Do the
math, that's a sizable amount of money."

According to Belvitch, the math puts
about a $2 million price tag for teachers,
plus equipment and training. The district
would also face $80,000-$100,000 in lost
revenue from-its Kindergarten Crew pro-
gram, a fee-based program that extends
the day for kindergartners.

Livonia Public Schools administrators are
also in the process of exploring all-day kin-
dergarten. And, just like Plymouth-Canton,
costs and space are primary concerns.

"I'm not certain if all of our schools
could accommodate full-day kindergar-
ten," said Sheila Alles, director of aca-
demic services. "We've figured the initial
start-up cost would be $2.4 million, with
an annual cost of $1.3 million. We would
need 22 new teachers.

Please see FULL-DAY, A5
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Franklin Middle School eighth-grader Stephanie Dulapa won best of show
for her mosaic piece.

P.D. Graham third-grader Lindsay Pogue's mixed media colfage won the
elementary best of show honor.

Two win best of show in WW 's annual exhibition
Wayne-Westland students in kin-

dergarten through the eighth-grade
celebrated their creativity and hard
work at the district's ninth annual
Student Art Show

Families and students attended a
reception on May 10 at the Wayne

Public Library wher,e students were
honored for their artwork. Two stu-
dents had their pieces chosen as the
2007-2008 best of show.

The elementary best of show honor
went to P.D. Graham third-grader
Lindsay Pogue for her mixed media

collage. He art teacher is Janice
Crum.

The middle school best of show
honor went to Franklin Middle School
eighth-grader Stephanie Dulapa for
her mosaic piece. Her art teacher is
Thomas Stubner.

Run Drugs Out of
Town gains support

BY REBECCA JONES

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A run, a raffle, and lunch fol-
lowed by ice cream help set the
course for a drug-free commu-
nity event son Saturday, June 14.

Run Drugs Out of Town, in
its second year, brings people
together to raise awareness about
teen drug use and raise money
for the Livonia Save Our Youth
Task Force.

Event coordinator Chris
Ogden, a 2002 graduate of
Churchill High School, organizes
it This year she has gotten help
from sponsors Ken Wagner
Insurance Agency and Parkside
Community Credit Union, the
Livonia Police Department,
St. Mary Mercy Hospital, local
businesses and fellow Churchill
classmate Chris Connor, of the
Dallas Stars.

He'll be there handing out
prizes to race winners and will
donate some items for a raffle.

Ogden calls him a "drug-free
success."

"One of my main goals is to
show kids good examples of
people who are successful and
doing interesting things in their
life who are drug-free," she said.
'And he's a perfect example."

Last year, 550 people took
part, helping to raise $10,000 for
the Save Our Youth Task Force.
In addition to a bringing in
speakers, the task force has orga-
nized events like sober tailgate
parties at the high schools.

Participants can choose a 5k

or 10k run or 1 mile walk at the''
Hines Park Nankin Mills site.

The course is newly certified
with U.S.A. Track and Field, :

which means the race winners *
will set the first course record. -

Teams have also formed in
honor or memory of a loved
one who has faced a battle with
drugs or to represent their com-
pany's commitment to the cause.
They wear colored T-shirts to -
show unity.

This year, about 60 City of
Livonia employees signed up,
and the police department is
more involved.

"Chief (Robert) Stevenson is
very proactive in the fight against
drugs, especially when it comes
to the youth of Livonia," said Sgt.
Mike Killingbeck, of the crime
prevention bureau. Stevenson,
himself a long-distance runner,
said the event would be a good
use of drug forfeiture funds.
Killingbeck said the police
department hopes to be even big-
ger sponsors next year.

Registration is still under-
way, online at wwwjustsayrun.
com through June 12. People
can also register and teams
will pick up their registrations
packets from 4-8 p.m. Friday,
June 13, at Dick's Sporting
Goods in Westland. The fee is
$15 students/seniors $20 adults.
Participants can also register
the day of the event, for $5 more.
Those who register by June 7 will
get a free T-shirt.

rrjones@hometownlife.com | (734) 953-2054
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AROUND WESTLAND
Celebrity servers

John Glenn High School
students can have their teach-
ers and administrators serve
them dinner at a Faculty
Night Monday, June 2, at the
Westland Big Boy Restaurant
at Hunter and Wayne Road.

The celebrity servers
include Principal Joan Sedik,
Assistant Principal Marva
Foster, teachers Heather
Niromerguth, Liz Bozyk.
Amanda Bostic, Kim Coyne,
Angela Lentz, Sheri Grove,
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* THRIFT STORE

7 DAYS A WEEK
i-Sat 9-9; Sun 1O-S

Manager's Super Sunday Sale
Select Merchandise

25" a piece or 5/$1»00!
WHY SHOP ANYWHERE ELSE?

When You Can Get Almost
Anything and Everything At

CHILDREN'S WOMEN MEN
Shirts 99$ and up Blouses 990 and up Suits $4.98 and up
Pants 99$ and up Stacks §9$ and up Shirts 99$ ami up

Shoes 99C and up Shoes 99$ and up Shoes 990 and up

Sporting Goods • TVs & Electronics
Toys & Much More!

Drive Thru Donation
Drop Off Area!

Owned and Operated by the Disabled American Veterans

Mon-Sat 9-9; Sun 1O-8

Kevin Gidley, Eric Henzi,
Kristen Potonic, Marty
Sylvester, Dan Danic, Paul
Nolta, Debbie Skillman and
Jeff Wesley and coaches Steve
Conn and Tom Wakefield.

They'll be hustling food to
the tables between 5-10 p.m.
as fund-raiser for the John
Glenn Football boosters. The
restaurant is donating 10 per-
cent of sales as well as tips to
the boosters.

Stop in a Culvers between
noon and 8 p.m. Wednesday,
June 4, and help Westland
Youth Assistance. Enjoy a
frozen custard, a butterburger
or your favorite menu item
because 10 percent of the
proceeds will go to the Youth.
assistance program. Culver's is
at 6500 Newburgh Road, just
south of Warren.

Memorial balloon launch
Vermeulen Funeral Homes

is inviting people to attend a
Celebration of Life Memorial
Service that will be held in
Westland and Plymouth.
Friends and family members
are invited.

The second service will be
at 7 p.m. Sunday, June 1, at
the Vermeulen Funeral Home
at 46401 Ann Arbor Road,
Plymouth. To participate, call
(734) 459-2250 by June 1.

Jaycees meeting
The Westland Jaycees will

hold their general meet-
ing at Rana's restaurant,
located at 35111W. Michigan
Ave., Wayne at 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday, June 4. All
aspects of the community
will be discussed and any
and everyone who is inspired
to help make a difference is
encouraged to attend. In addi-
tion, the Jaycees will be col-
lecting clothing, diapers and
wipes to benefit First Step, a
non-profit organization which
aims to reduce the incidence of

ON THE WEB
For an expanded version of
Aroutid Westland, visit our online
edition at www.hQmetownfife.
com and dick on the Westland
home page.

domestic and sexual violence.
For more information, call
the Westland Jaycees hotline
at (734) 226-0400 or visit its
Web site at www.westlan.djay-
cees.org.

Class reunion
John Glenn High School

Class of 1988 will hold its 20-
year reunion on Saturday, Aug.
23 at Roma's of Garden City.
Tickets are $30 per person.
For tickets and more informa-
tion, visitjghs88reunion.com.

Retirement planning
Learn how to make your

retirement dreams into
reality at this retirement
planning discussion on at
7 p.m. Monday, June 9, at
the William P. Faust Public
Library. Join Andrew Gagne,
an associate finance advisor,
to discuss what investments
fit your unique dreams and
goals. Find out what retire-
ment means to you, what your
personal plan is and what
your options are. For more
information or to reserve your
seat, callthe library at (734)
326-6123. The William P.
Faust Public Library is at 6123
Central City Parkway, between
Ford and Warren Road.

Bound for Olympics
The Westland Parks and .

Recreation Department's
Westland Stars is inviting
dance teams, studios and
community recreation danc-
ers to join them in competing
in the dance division of this
summer's Amateur Athletic
Union Junior Olympic Games.
The event is open to teams and
individuals in standard dance

- jazz, tap, ballet, lyrical hip
hop etc.) ballroom/swing, and
clogging.

The AAU Junior Olympic
Games will take place July
23-Aug. 2 in the metro Detroit
area. The dance event will
be held at the Allen Park
Performing Arts Center July
28-30. Information can be
found at www.aausports.org.

Summer rentals
Plan your outdoor party or

gathering at one of Westland's
parks. Pavilions, tables,
and grills are now available
through October. For more
information, call the Westland
Parks and Recreation
Department at (734) 722-
7620.

Constituent hours
The staff of U.S. Rep;

Thaddeus McCotter, R-
Livonia, will hold office hours
in several locations. The time
is set aside so that the citi-
zens have the opportunity to
speak with a staff member one
on one regarding any federal
issue that they might have.

Tuesday, June 3, office
hours are 9-10 a.m. at Livonia
Civic Park Senior Center,
10:30-11:30 a.m. at the
Redford Community Center,
1-2 p.m. at the Maplewood
Community Center in Garden
City and 2:30-3:30 p.m. at the
Westland senior Friendship
Center. Office hours for
Thursday, June 5, are 9-10
a.m. at the Canton Summit
Senior Center, 11 a.m. to
noon at the Northville Senior
Center, 12:30-1:30 p.m. at the
Plymouth District Library
and 2:30-3:30 p.m. at the Van
Buren September Days Senior
Center. The congressman has
two offices in Livonia and
Milford the district to serve
constituents. The Livonia
office can be reached by call-
ing (734) 632-0314 and the
Milford office is available at
(248) 685-9495.

Fire damages home's live-in attic
Fire damaged a live-in attic

area of a house at Marquette and
Hanlon on Thursday morning,
but no one was injured, Deputy
Fire Chief Kevin Riley said.

Westland firefighters "did a
real good job of putting it out"
with help from Garden City and
Wayne, on what Riley described
as a busy morning. *

The fire started around 11 a.m.,
and fire officials weren't sure
what caused it. Riley said the
house will be "uninhabitable for a
while" until repairs can be made.

Several young adults were
in the house, but no one was
injured. The upper part of the
house received moderate flame
damage and heavy smoke dam-
age, Riley said.

Smoke billows from a home at Marquette and Hanlon that was damaged
Thursday by a fire in a live-in attic.


