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Smile, sparkle, shine... focus'
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Division 4 All Star cheer team members Katelyn Jabjonicky (from left), 13 of Garden City; Megan Adams, 12, of Garden City; Kayfee Bernard,
12, of Westland; Betty Taylor, 14, of Westland; Cindy Creasey, 8, of Taylor, Ally Stoddart, 14, of Garden City and Eilisch McGuire, 10, of
Westland are competing in this weekend's Young Champions National Championship in St. Charles, Mo. Not pictured is team member Karisa
Sharon, 10, of Westland.

Pom and cheer team heads for the nationals
SY SUE MASON

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

For Katelyn Jablonicky, this
weekend's trip to St. Charles,
Mo., is far from a family vaca-
tion. It's a chance to compete
against pom and cheer teams
from around the country
at the Young Champions of
America's national cheer and
pom competition.

A member of the Division
4 All Stars out of the
Maplewood Community
Center in Garden City, she
and seven of her teammates
left today for Saturday's com-
petition.

"It's the first time I've done
something like this," Katelyn
said. "It's been hard, but it's
been worth it."

The team, made up of
youngsters from Garden City,
Westland and Taylor, took a
third place with a second bid
at state competition June 8
and has been practicing ever

Please see CHEER, A2
Showing a lit*l» c-*iit do i t ei -*- •» cut'nq Eilisch McGuire (foreground) of Westland and Betty
Taylor, both of Westland. }:

Teen sentenced in killing of worker
BY DARRELL CLEM
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A Westland teen, convicted
of killing a drywall worker
over an alleged racial slur
outside of Country Court
Apartments, was sentenced
Monday to 22M to 50 years in
prison.

Christopher Long, 18, was
sentenced by Wayne County
Circuit Judge Timothy Kenny
after a jury convicted him July
3 of second-degree murder for
the stabbing death of Gerald
William Dean Jr.

"I think the sentence sends,
a message," Westland Police

Chief James Ridener said!
"It's good to have him out'of
the community. I'll bet he;
wouldn't have reached forthat
knife if he had known he yas
going to give away at least? 22M
years of his life." \

Long had confessed to stab-
bing Dean in the back of tpe
head last Aug. 19 during asdis-
pute outside Long's apartment,
on Wildwood north of Ford.
Long, who is black, told police
he refused to let Dean, who
was white, hit his cigarette.

Long alleged that Dean mut-
tered a racial slur before Long
went into his apartment and
got a kitchen knife. Long said

he stabbed Dean in the back of
the head after Dean swung at
him with some type of object.
Dean's supporters have said
they don't believe Dean would
have used the racial epithet.

Westland police Sgt. Thad
Nelson, the officer in charge of
the case, said he hopes Long's
sentence will help Dean's par-
ents begin to heal from their
son's death.

Nelson said that Long "got
what he deserved" and that the
trial brought justice. "Overall,
I'm pleased with the way it
went."
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reopen
Central

BYDARRELLCLEM
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A long-awaited plan to redevelop
portions of Central City Park by
creating a barrier over lead-contami-
nated soil and by installing methane-
venting devices has been submitted
to the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality.

The proposal, handed over Monday
by Wayne County and Westland city
officials, contains details for install-
ing three soccer fields for adults and
five for youths, allowing park users to
visit areas around Friendship Pond
and venting methane in certain spots,
including south of Westland 18th
District Court.

The plan, prepared by a trio of
environmental firms, marked the
biggest stride toward reusing the site
since the public was alerted to the
contamination in November 2006
— years after some county and city
officials knew about it. One of Mayor
William Wild's first actions after
becoming mayor in January 2007
was to order the park fenced off.

County and city officials unveiled the
park plan in a joint meeting Monday
at MDEQ offices in Warren, in hopes
of receiving within weeks a favorable
response that could move the proposal
forward. It wasn't clear how quickly
the site could be fixed or how much the
work will cost, but Assistant Wayne
County Executive Alan Helmkamp
indicated the price tag will be seven
figures — or over the $1 million mark.

The new plan calls for redeveloping
nearly 15 acres of the eastern portion
of the 100-acre park, formerly used
as a landfill. Much of the site would
remain fenced off indefinitely.

Helmkamp called Monda/s talks
"very constructive and productive."

James Fausone, an environmental
attorney hired by the city, publicly
unveiled the park proposal Monday
during a Westland City Council meet-
ing, just hours after officials met with
MDEQ representatives. Although he
said the plan calls for methane-vent-
ing trenches and devices, Fausone

said air tests inside the courthouse
and the Bailey Recreation Center
have shown none of the gas.

"Those results have consistently
come back non-detect —• no methane
in either of the buildings," Fausone
said.

Still, he said, methane-detection
meters have been installed in the
buildings as a safety precaution.

To protect park users from con-
tact with lead, Fausone said the area
proposed for redevelopment would
receive a combination of as much
as 24 inches of clean, imported soil,
a geotextile fabric and a vegetative
cover. Areas like the new soccer,fields
would get a larger buffer than other
"zones" geared toward less-intense
uses, such as walking.

"A fence to prevent public access
will be constructed around the
western and southern portions of
(the park)," according to the plan,
prepared by Soil & Materials Inc.,
Traverse Environmental Group, and
Conestoga-Rovers & Associates.

In late 2006, park users became
angry after learning that some coun-
ty and city officials kept quiet about
the contamination. However, the
county arranged for lead testing of
children, and health officials said no
one appeared to have been exposed
to harmful levels.

Now, Westland Parks & Recreation
Director Robert Kosowski said soccer
fans are eager to see the park used for
new fields.

"They're happy about it," he said.
"That's good news."

Council President James Godbout
described the park plan as a well-
crafted proposal that addresses envi-
ronmental concerns similar to other
remediation efforts across Michigan
and the nation. Next up, he said, will
be a decision by the MDEQ, during a
meeting that could come as early as
mid-August.

"We can only encourage the people
in Lansing to get it on the agenda as
soon as possible," Godbout said.
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U.S. Marine Master Sgt.
Jason Cooper beamed with
pride Monday as he was
honored for 14 years of duty
during a Westland City
Council meeting.

With wife Carolyn and
other family members
Watching, Cooper was held
up as a local hero by state
Rep. Richard LeBlanc, D-
Westland, state Sen. Glenn
Anderson, D-Westland,
and Mayor William Wild.
Cooper was given a flag
that was flown over the
Michigan Capitol building

on June 26.
Cooper, currently sta-

tioned at Camp Pendleton,
Calif., was involved in
overseas missions includ-
ing Operation Joint Forge
in Bosnia, Cobra Gold in
Thailand, the Sri Lankan
tsunami relief effort and
Operation Iraqi Freedom.

"Time and time again, he
has traded the comforts of
home for the strangeness
of a foreign land," LeBlanc
said. "While I know we can
never repay Jason or our
other service members for

their sacrifices, I believe we
should do everything pos-
sible to support those who
give so rfiuch."

Cooper lias won numer-
ous medals during his ser-
vice.

"Our nation and com-
munity owes Jason a debt of
gratitude for defending us
aod protecting our way of
life," Anderson said, adding
that "the world is a better
place because of what Jason
has done in defense of our
principles of freedom and
liberty."
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CHEER
FROM PAGE A1

since in hopes of coming
away with national honors.

"I really push them, but
I try to be positive," coach
Jennifer Wicker said. "I tell
them to believe in them-
selves. You're not going to be
remembered for the ribbons
you win, you're going to be
remembered for your perfor-
mance."

The team has been prac-
ticing its routines for 45
minutes each week since
February, The routine it did
at regionals, where it took
second place, and at state is
the same one it will perform
at nationals. The squad com-
petes in cheer, and dance to
a remix of pop and hip hop
songs.

Wicker is confident that
the girls will do well.

"They know what they're
capable of doing," she said.
"When they went to state, I
knew they had the spirit and
the drive. They're very deter-
mined this session."

As the team went through
its two routines last week,
Wicker reminded the girls
to "smile, sparkle, shine ...
focus."

"Be loud and sassy and
have fun," she said.

Fun is the underlying cur-
rent of practices. The girls
refer to their teammates as
friends and enjoy hanging out
with them, even if it means
getting sweaty and tired.

"They're all friends and
they all get along," said
Wicker, who has been coach-
ing the team for two years

with the help of assistant
coach Tara Storey of Warren.

She admits the past two
years have been tough, but
like the girls, she's excited
about the prospect of bring-
ing home a national champi-
onship.

"It's all about having fun,"
she said. "It's been stressful,
yes, getting ready for nation-
als, but they're having fun."

Katelyn admits that Wicker
is a tough coach, but says,
"It's worth it."

Her statement draws a
quick retort from Karisa
Sharon.

"It doesn't matter, she's the
best," the Westland youngster
said.

Wicker and Storey work the
girls hard. That and team-
work is what has gotten them
the national bid. It's also
given the team a dream.

"We worked hard to get
a chance to go to nation-
als, I want to come home for
nationals as champions for
Garden City," said Megan
Adams of Garden City.

Wicker can't say enough
about the girls' parents. The
team raised funds to cover
the $275 per person cost for
cheer camp, but much of the
cost for nationals has "come
out of their pockets."

"I'm blessed to have really
great parents," she said.

Kaylee Bernard of
Westland has been on the
team for two years and has
three reasons for staying. She
likes to "work hard and get
things done" and likes the
friendships she has made

"I'm excited and nervous
about going to nationals,
but I won't be nervous when
we compete because all my

Mold found in City Hall basement

V
TOM HAWLEY | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Kaylee Bernard, of Westland is lifted
for a stunt at practice by teammates
Megan Adams of Garden City, Betty
Taylor of Westland and Katelyn
Jablonicky of Garden City.

friends will be there with
me," she said.
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Flooding inside Westland
City Hall's basement has
revealed an even larger prob-
lem — mold — that could
potentially pose a health
threat.

A Livonia property restora-
tion company, Belfer, found
mold in several basement
rooms after being called in
earlier this month because of
flooding, which Mayor William
Wild said occurred when van-
dals cut a 2-inch water line
that supplied a City Hall sprin-
kler system.

"It's a huge red flag for us,"
David Weaver, a Belfor estima-
tor, said Monday during talks
with city leaders.

Belfor was expecting a report
late this week that would indi-
cate what kind of mold was
growing in City Hall, although
city officials acknowledged

• Free Petting Zoo & Camel Rides, Ironman Obstacle Course, huge slide, rock
climb and moonwalk from Planet X sponsored by LOC Federal Credit Union

• Build your own Sand Castle brought to you by Novi Family Dental Center
• Colors the Clown with Free face painting • Oddz & Ends and
Mich Chip Child ID sponsored by the Walled Lake Masons '

• The World Famous Budweiser Clydesdales, celebrating their
75ffi anniversary, check-site for details.

• Miller Spectacular Amusements daily, visit our website for hours
of operation.

• Vegas Tent Thursday, Friday, and Saturday night brought to you by
Varsity Lincoln Mercury and the Brighton Knight of Columbus

• Friday Night Fireworks brought to you by Tom Holzer Ford, and
Shuman Chrysler Jeep

• Beverage Garden nightly brought to you by Budweiser & Leone Imports

• Festival Food Court, Commercial and Craft Exhibitors

Saturday, Free Ice Cream Social brought to you by Cold Stone Creamery, and
Michigan Milk Producers, Bike Parade, Free bike helmets from Bright House
Networks to first 200 kids, while supplies last.

Entertainment Nightly brought to you by Bright House Networks
Under the entertainment tent:

Wednesday The Teen Angels Free Admission
Thursday Steve King and the Dittilies $5.00
Friday Rocky and the Rollers (Fireworks at dusk) $5.00
Saturday Charlie Thomas and the Drifters, The Reflections,

And Rocky and the Rollers $10.00

Children 18 and under free when accompanied by an adult
*No lawn chairs allowed, no coolers, tickets are non-refundable, no advance ticket sales, ,
general seating only, events subject to change

Visit www.michigan50sfestival.org
or call 248-349-1950 for up to date schedule

Fill the boot
Westland firefighters will

be collecting money at several
major intersections Friday
through Sunday as part of
their Fill the Boot fund-raiser
for the Muscular Dystrophy
Association.

New hours
Westland's senior Friendship

Center now has extended hours
to better serve focal seniors.
The hours are 9 a.m. to 9p.m.
Monday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to
7 p.m. Tuesday and Wednesday,
9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Friday, and 9
a.m. to noon Saturday.

The center is located at 1119
N. Newburgh. For more infor-
mation, call (734) 722-7632.

Wii can
Westland seniors can exer-

cise now with a new Wii video
system thanks to a donation
made this week by state Sen.
Glenn Anderson, D-Westland,
and state Rep. Richard
LeBlanc, D-Westland, during
a city council meeting. The
Lansing legislators turned
over the Wii system Monday
to senior Friendship Center
Barbara Schimmel-Marcum.

In concert
Bandura Bridge with Mitch

Mann is scheduled to perform
Bluegrass music at 6 p.m.
Sunday, July 27, in the per-
formance pavilion behind the
Westland public library. It's all
part of the Westland Cultural
Society's summer concert
series, and it's free. Concert-
goers are encouraged to bring
lawn chairs and blankets.

Bond rating
Standard & Poor's rating

services has affirmed its AA
rating on the city of Westland's
Michigan transportation fund
bonds, reiterating the city's
stable outlook, the mayor's
office has announced. The rat-
ing reflects the city's pledge of
up to 50 percent of the gas and
weight taxes received from the
state for the fiscal year which
ended June 30,2007-

"We are encouraged by this
'AA" rating which reflects our
city's long-term stability, par-
ticularly at a time when not
only Michigan, but our nation
as a whole is experiencing sig-
nificant economic challenges,"
Mayor William Wild said.

A bond rating is a financial
indicator to potential inves-
tors of debt securities such as
bonds. S&P rates borrowers on
a scale from AAA (the highest)
to D. Intermediate ratings are
offered at each level, such as
AA, which signifies a quality
borrower.

Tax time - again
A tax review service from

H&R Block is helping taxpay-

that any mold can poten-
tially be harmful, especially to
people who may have allergies.
Nearly 35 people work inside
City Hall, and other people use
the building to conduct busi-
ness and attend meetings.

City officials indicated they
will move quickly, during a
weekend when city workers
are away, to have the mold
removed from the basement.
They also hinted that the air
duct system will be cleaned,
although Weaver didn't yet
know if the mold had spread
there. He mentioned drywall as
one trouble spot.

The city had been using the
basement for a mail room,
storage and an employee
break room. But when vandals
struck, Wild said, "the entire
basement was under (several
inches of) water."

Officials estimated Monday
that fixing the problem could
cost more than $45,000,

AROUND WESTLAND
ers maximize their refunds.
With a second-look review, tax
professionals check returns
that were either self-prepared
or completed by other tax
professionals for missed tax
benefits. Last year, H&R Block
found bigger refunds for more
than half of the clients who
received a review. The average
additional refund was more
than $1300.

Representatives from the
Westland Shopping Center
office will be available in the
mall 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday,
July 26, to answer questions.
Information regarding audit
services will also be available.
A drawing for prizes also will
beheld.

For more information call
(734) 522-9580.

Car wash
Come out and show support

for the John Glenn High School
football teams at car washes
at two Westland locations 9
a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Aug.
2. Team members will be at
Buffalo Wild Wings at 6677 N.
Wayne Road and the Harris-
Kehrer VFW Post 3323 at 1055
S. Wayne Road. A minimum $5
donation is requested.

Bowling Fund-raiser
John Glenn High School

cheerleaders will have their
annual bowling fund-raiser
Aug. 23 atMerri-Bowl Lanes,
30950 Five Mile, Livonia.
Tickets are $15 each and
include three games of bowl-
ing, shoes, door prizes and
food. There also will be a 50/50
drawing and raffles. Adults
only. Call Tammy Hudson for
ticket information at (734) 729-
1132.

Bound for Olympics
The Westland Parks and

Recreation Department's
Westland Stars is inviting
dance teams, studios and com-
munity recreation dancers to
join them in competing in the
dance division of this summer's
Amateur Athletic Union Junior
Olympic Games. The event is
open to teams and individuals
in standard dance — jazz, tap,
ballet, lyrical hip hop, ball-
room/swing, and clogging. The
AAU Junior Olympic Games
will take place July 23-Aug. 2
in the metro Detroit area. The
dance event will be held at the
Allen Park Performing Arts
Center July 28-30. Information
can be found at www.aaus-
ports.org.

Let's read
The Westland public library

will host a "Reading Dog"
program at the Dorsey Center
Thursday, Aug. 14, for children
who love to read, are just learn-
ing to read or want to prac-
tice reading aloud. A trained
Reading Education Assistance
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although the price tag could be
less.

Weaver said some people can
develop respiratory problems
from mold. "Some people are
more sensitive to it than others."

For years, City Hall has
been known to have a leaky
basement because it was built
lower than the underground
water table. Water at times has
been pumped out, and some
employees said they have long
talked about the possibility of
problems.

City Hall was built in 1964,
when Westland was still part
of Nankin Township. Former
Mayor Robert Thomas had
once proposed building a new
government building, but the
project never happened.

Wild indicated that he
hoped to have more answers
from Belfor as early as today
(Thursday).
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Dog will welcome elementary-
age students 1-3 p.m. for indi-
vidual sessions.

The program will be on a
first-come, first-serve basis.
It is for a child and the dog
only; caregivers may stay in
the reading room. Children are
welcome to bring their own
book or select one. Elle Mae is
a certified therapy dog who is
supportive to emerging read-
ers. She is nonjudgmental and
provides gentle encouragement
to build confidence in read-
ing aloud. The program helps
to reinforce reading skills and
provides an incentive for kids
to read.

For more information, call
(734)326-6123.

Meals drivers needed
Residents who have the time

and available transportation
can help the elderly delivering
meals to homebound seniors
as part of the Meals on Wheels
program. The route can be
done in approximately 45 min-
utes, and mileage is paid to
the driver. Half the route is a
senior high-rise lobby drop-off,
the other consists of a condo
route.

For more information, call
Barbara Ramseur at (734) 722-
7632 9 a.m. and 1 p.m. Monday
through Friday.

Community cookout
The Lutheran Church of

Our Savior holds a commu-
nity cookout from 6-8 p.m.
Thursdays at the church at
29425 Annapolis, Westland.
The church also holds a com-
munity forum from 7-8:30 p.m.
the first Tuesday of the month.
For more information, call
(734) 728-3440,

YWCA enrollment
The YWCA of Western

Wayne County's preschool pro-
grams are now accepting regis-
tration for the fall.

The YWCA offers quality
programs to children 2-5 years
old at no cost to most fami-
lies. There are many locations
available throughout the com-
munity. Home-based programs
also are available. Children
learn valuable skills needed for
future socialization and educa-
tional growth.

For more information on
these programs, or to enroll
a child, call the YWCA's
Education Department at (313)
561-4110, Ext. 10.

Golf outing
John Glenn High School's

wresting program will have its
11th annual golf outing fund-
raiser on Saturday, Sept. 20,
at Warren Valley Golf Course.
Cost is $85 for golf, cart, lunch
at the turn, and dinner. Please
contact Judy at judylawll22@
yahoo.com or (734) 634-4595
for more information or to
make reservations. More
information also is available at
www.glennwrestling.cqm.

Class reunion
John Glenn High School

Class of 1988 will hold its 20-
year reunion on Saturday, Aug.
23, at Roma's of Garden City.
Tickets are $30 per person. For
tickets a.nd more information,
visit jghs88reunion.com.

Summer rentals
Plan your outdoor party or

gathering at one of Westland's
parks. Pavilions, tables, and
grills are now available through
October. For more informa-
tion, call the Westland Parks
and Recreation Department at
(734) 722-7620.


