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WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE

Sharon, 1, of Westland.

Pom and cheer team heads for the nationals

BY SUE MASGH
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

For Katelyn Jablonicky, this
weekend’s trip to $t. Charles,
Mo., is far from a family vaca-
tion. It’s a chance to compete
against pom and cheér teams
from around the country
at the Young Champions of
America’s national cheer and
pomn competition.

A member of the Division
4 All Stars out of the
Maplewood Community
Center in Garden City, she
and seven of her teammaites
left today for Saturday’s com-
petition.

“It’s the first time I've done
something like this,” Katelyn
said. “It’s been hard, but it’s
been worth it.”

The team, made up of
youngsters from Garden City,
Westland and Taylor, took a
third place with a second bid
at state competition June 8
and has been practicing ever
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Division 4 All Star cheer team members Katelyn Jabfonicky (from left), 13 of Garden City; Megan Adams, 12, of Garden City; Kaylee Bernard,
12, of Westland; Betty Taylor, 14, of Westland; Cindy Creasey, 8, of Taylor, Ally Stoddart, 14, of Garden City and Eilisch McGuire, 10, of
Westland are competing in this weekend's Young Champions National Championship in 5t. Charles, Mo. Not pictured is team member Karisa
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Proposal
reopen

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Along-awaited plan to redevelop
portions of Central City Park by
creating a barrier over lead-contami-
nated soil and by installing methane-
venting devices has been submitted
to the Michigan Department of
Environmental Quality.

The proposal, handed over Monday
by Wayne County and Westland city
officials, contains details for install-
ing three soccer fields for adults and
five for youths, allowing park users to
visit areas around Friendship Pond
and venting methane in certain spots,
including south of Westland 18th
District Court.

The plan, prepared by a trio of
environmental firms, marked the
biggest stride toward reusing the site
since the public was alerted to the
contamination in November 2006
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— years after some county and city
officials knew about it. One of Mayor
William Wild’s first actions after
becoming mayor in January 2007
was to order the park fenced off.
County and city officials unveiled the
park plan in a joint meeting Monday
at MDEQ offices in Warren, in hopes
of receiving within weeks a favorable
response that could move the proposal
forward. It wasn't clear how quickly
the site could be fixed or how much the
work will cost, but Assistant Wayne
County Executive Alan Helmkamp
indicated the price tag will be seven
figures — or over the $1 million mark.
The new plan calls for redeveloping
nearly 15 acres of the eastern portion
of the 100-acre park, formerly used
as a landfill. Much of the site would
remain fenced off indefinitely.
Helmkamp called Monday’s talks
“very constructive and productive.”
James Fausone, an environmental
attorney hired by the city, publicly
unveiled the park proposal Monday
during a Westland City Council meet-
ing, just hours after officials met with
" MDEQ representatives. Although he
said the plan calls for methane-vent-
ing trenches and devices, Fausone

would

open section of
Central City Park

said air tests inside the courthouse
and the Bailey Recreation Center
have shown none of the gas.

“Those results have consistently:
come back non-detect — no methane
in either of the buildings,” Fansone
said.

Still, he said, methane-detection
meters have been installed in the
buildings as a safety precaution.

To protect park users from con-
tact with lead, Fausone said the area .
proposed for redevelopment would
receive a combination of as much
as 24 inches of clean, imported soil,
a geotextile fabric and a vegetative
cover. Areas like the new soccer fields
would get a larger buffer than other
“zones” geared toward less-intense
uses, such as walking.

“A fence to prevent public access
will be constructed around the
western and southern portions of
(the park),” according to the plan,
prepared by Soil & Materials Inc.,
Traverse Environmental Group, and
Conestoga-Rovers & Associates.

In late 2006, park users became
angry after learning that some coun-
ty and city officials kept quiet about
the contamination. However, the
county arranged for lead testing of
children, and health officials said no
one appeared to have been exposed
to harmful levels.

Now, Westland Parks & Recreation
Director Robert Kosowski said soccer
fans are eager to see the park used for
new fields.

“They’re happy about it,” he said.
“That’s good news.”

Council President James Godbout
described the park plan as a well-
crafted proposal that addresses envi-
ronmental concerns similar to other
remediation efforts across Michigan
and the nation. Next up, he said, will
be a decision by the MDEQ during a
meeting that could come as early as
rid-August.

“We can only encourage the people
in Lansing to get it on the agenda as
soon as possible,” Godbout said.
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Teen sentenced in killing of worker

BY DARRELL CLEM
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Westland teen, convicted
of killing a drywall worker
over an alleged racial slur
outside of Country Court
Apartments, was sentenced
Monday to 2234 to 50 years in

. prison.

Christopher Long, 18, was
sentenced by Wayne County
Circuit Judge Timothy Kenny
after a jury convicted him July
3 of second-degree murder for
the stabbing death of Gerald
William Dean Jr.

“I think the sentence sends.
a message,” Westland Police

Chief James Ridener said!

“It’s good to have him out: of
the community. 'l bet he!
wouldn’t have reached for'that
knife if he had known he was
going to give away at least 22V%
years of his life.”

Long had confessed to stab-
bing Dean in the back of the
head last Aug, 19 during a;dis-
pute outside Long’s apartment,
on Wildwood north of Ford.
Long, who is black, told police
he refused to let Dean, who
was white, hit his cigarette.

Long alleged that Dean mut-
tered a racial stur before Long
went into his apartment and
got a kitchen knife. Long said

he stabbed Dean in the back of
the head after Dean swung at
him with some type of object.
Dean’s supporters have said
they don’t believe Dean would
have used the racial epithet.

‘Westland police Sgt. Thad
Nelson, the officer in charge of
the case, said he hopes Long’s -
sentence will help Dean’s par-
ents begin to heal from their
son’s death.

Nelson said that Long “got
what he deserved” and that the
trial brought justice. “Cverall,
P'm pleased with the way it
went.”
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honored for 14 years of duty

witching, Cooper was held

Rep. Richard LeBlanc, D-
Westland, state Sen. Glenn
Anderson, D-Westland,
and Mayor William Wild.
Cooeper was given a flag
that was flown over the
Michigan Capitol building

Marine honored at council meeting

.8, Marine Master Sgt.
Jason Cooper beamed with

on June 26. .
Cooper, currently sta-

Monday as he was

Calif., was involved in

during a Westland City “overseas missions includ-

Council meeting, ing Operation Joint Forge
With wife Carolyn and in Bosnia, Cobra Gold in

" other family members Thailand, the Sri Lankan

tsunami relief effort and
a local hero by state

home for the strangeness

never repay Jason or our

tioned at Camp Pendleton,

Operation Iraqi Freedom.
“Time and time again, he
has traded the comforts of

of a foreign land,” LeBlanc
said. “While I know we can

other service members for

their sacrifices, I believe we
should do everything pos-
sible to support those who
give so ffrch.”

Cooperlias won numer-
ous medals durmg his ser-
vice,

“Our nation and com-
munity owes Jason a debt of
gratitude for defending us
and protecting our way of
life,” Anderson said, adding
that “the world is a betier
place because of what Jason
has done in defense of our
principles of freedom and
liberty.”
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