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Steve Paule holds back the tears as he hugs his son Zachary before he starts his first day of kindergarten at Hamiiton Elemeniary. They were having

their picture taken by Andrea Paule.

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

“He’s my first one,” said
Steve Paule, choking back
a tear as he looked at son
Zachary waiting to enter
Hamilton Elementary School
for the first time Tuesday
morning. “He’s not my baby
anymore.”

“He's really sad today, he’s

about to cry,” said wife Andrea

Paule, snapping a photograph
of her husband hugging her
son. The Paules were among
e group parenis waiting with

their youngsters for kindergar-

ten teacher Laura Janik and

fifth-grade safeties and helpers

, excitement
fill 1st day of school

Miranda Crummey and Ashley

Farra to escort the school’s

newest students inside.
Parents snapped photo-

graphs of their children lined

up at the “kindergarten door,”
a ritual Andrea Paule did with

« her 11-year-old daughter who's

a sixth-grader at Marshall
Middle School.
“He’s so excited,” she said.

“He's got all the school supplies

— the paints, markers, cray-
ons. He even has a lunch bag
for his snack.”

The sound of the bell was a
welcomed sound for parents,
students and teachers who

Please see FIRST DAY, A3

Twins third-graders Noah and Shelby Luke walk with their fittle
brother, kindergartner Brenden, and dad Phil Luke on their way to the
first day of schoof at Hamilton Etfementary in Westland.

District, union agree to continue negotiating

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Worried parents in the
Wayne-Westland Community
Schools got the news they'd
been hoping to hear Monday
morning: Schoel would start
as scheduled Tuesday.

The message was in the form
of a Robo-call, announcing
that the teachers union and
school district bad agreed to a
30-day contract extension.

The agreement came early
Sunday evening with the
help of a state mediator who
had been requested by the
Wayne-Westland Education
Association last week in
hopes of hammering out a
contract before a Tuesday

strike deadline.

“The mediator was stra-
tegically instrumental in
getting both parties to reach -
a contract extension,” said
Wayne-Westland Schoel
Superintendent Greg Baracy
just hours after the agreemént
was reached. “We are pleased
that school is starting on time,
that students will be in the
classroom and that teachers
will be teaching.”

The contract extension
was in response to the latest
district proposal presented
to union negotiators late
Saturday night. The union
decided more time was need-
ed reviewing the district’s pro-
posal before it could respond.

“We want to have the time

to investigate, research and
examine the district’s latest
proposal,” said WWEA presi-
dent Naney Strachan. “It may
or may not lead to a settle-
ment, but itis significantly

‘different enough that it will

require a good deal of time
before we can react.”

The agreement ended a con-
tentious week where the union
blasted the school district for
not bargaining in good faith
and held a strike vote in which
96 percent of teachers present
supported the action.

The teachers’ contract
expired Aug. 25. _

The teachers union had
gone so far as to organize
picketing schedules. However,
under state law, public

employées, including teachers,
are prohibited from striking.
Those wheo do can face penal-
ties ranging from fines to firing
for breaking the law.
The district sent teachers.
a letter, stating that WWEA
members who do not report for
work or who report but do not
perform all their duties would
be “engaging in illegal conduct.”
Baracy also labeled the strike
vote “very, very premature”
and committed the district
to bargaining throughout the
Labor Day weekend. :
Both sides did just that
and with the extension, have
agreed to “continue to negoti-
ate in good faith”
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'Bump in road’

Property owner waffles on sale
of land for Nankin Mills Village

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

‘What appeared to be a road
block to the a senior residen-
tial complex on Joy in the
Westland’s north end could be
removed as soon as this week-
end. .

-Developer Glenn Shaw Jr.
plans to meet by week’s end
with a resident who had initial-
ly indicated he was no longer
interested in selling his home,
one of three along Joy that
Shaw is buying for his Nankin
Mills Village development.

“It’s a bump in the road,” said
Shaw. “T hope to be able to talk
to him by Saturday. I need to
make sure that all three prop-
erty owners know where we're
going so this doesn’t happen
again.” '

Shaw was in the process of
seeking a second extension of
the purchase agreement when
the homeowner balked at sell-
ing the property. In an Aug. 28
letter to the city council, Shaw
indicated that “a critical part of
this development is no longer
secure” and that it was “back
to the drawing boards” for the
$35 million senior citizen vii-
lage.

The development is proposed
south and east of Sts. Helen
and Constantine Church on
Joy east of Newburgh and calls
for 54 stand~alone homes, 20

‘duplex condominiums and an

147-unit, three-story apart-
ment building with certain
amenities, such as a hair salon, .
a theater and a restaurant.
However, Tuesday afternoon
the homeowner contacted
Shaw, indicating that “he
wants to sell and be back in the

process.”

The news did not reach
the council before its meet~
ing Tuesday evening where
Councilman Charles Pickering
questioned whether the
planned unit development
rezoning should “be declared
null and void” based on Shaw’s .
letter.

*“To me the PUD should not
exist, the preliminary plan -
should not because it’s part of
the PUD,” Pickering said. “The
property owner should not be
encumbered by the PUD zon-
ing, I think the process should
start again.” ,

Planning Director Bruce
Thompsoen told Pickering that
each of the three property
owners “signed the rezoning
request.”

“They are part and parcel
to that request,” he said. “If
there was a second reading, the
property was rezoned. If the
owner no longer wants it, he
will have to request that it be
rezoned.”

Shaw said Pickering is
“wrong in his assumption,” the
rezoning was approved by the
council as was the preliminary
plan,

“We have the PUD approval,
the next step is the final plan
approval,”.he said.

Shaw has held one meeting
with residents of Gray Street
and is planning to hold a sec-
ond one for those who missed
the presentation on the new
plan.

“That’s the next step,” Shaw
said. “T'll have my architect
and engineer there to discuss
the plan.”

smason@hometowniife.com | {734)953-212

Man faces charges in fatal hit-and-run

A 21-year-old Livonia resi-
dent will be arraigned Sept.
5 in Westland’s 18th District
Court on three felony charges .
stemming from a Aug. 3
fatal hit-and-run accident in
Westland’s north end.

According to Westland
police Officer Jack McIntosh
of the department’s Traffic
Bureau, the Livonia man faces
charges of manslaughter with
a motor vehicle and operating
a vehicle while impaired caus-
ing death and leaving the scene
of an accident causing death, a
five-year felony. The first two
charges carry sentences of up
1o 15 years in prison, the third

‘charge carries a sentence of up

to five years in prison.

The driver is aceused of
striking 27-year-old Gary
Brown at 4:55 a.m. Aug. 3in
the eastbound lane of Joy about
a half mile east of Newburgh
and leaving the scene. He was
apprehended about seven hours
later on Joy about 800 feet
from where the accident had
occurred.

According to McIntosh, a
newspaper delivery man had
seen the victim standing on -
the lane marker of Joy Road,
asking for a ride. When he
came back a short time later,
Brown wasn't there. Police
believe Brown was leaving the
roadway and was closer to the
edge of the eastbound lane
when he was struck, suffering
massive blunt force trauma to
his head, He was taken to St.
Mary Mercy Hospital and then
airlifted to St. Joseph Mercy
Hospital in Ypsilanti where he -
died on Aug. 4.

Alcohol appears to have
played a role in the fatal acci-
dent. According to MclIntosh,
nine hours after the accident,
the driver “still had some alco-
hol in his system.”

Brown grew up in Livonia
and graduated from Livonia
Churchill High School in 1982.
He had been staying with his
father in Livonia at the time
of his death. He was married
and had two children — son
Raymond, 4, daughter D.J., 2.
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