
Reader comments 
hometownlife.com 

Grid Picks 
Week 2 

Sports, B1 

Where dining is 
an adventure 

75 cents WINNERS OF STATE AND NATIONAL AWARDS OF EXCELLENCE 

www.hometownlife.com 

PHOTOS BY TOM HAWLEY I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Steve Paule holds back the tears as he hugs his son Zachary before he starts his first day of kindergarten at Hamilton Elementary. They were having 
their picture taken by Andrea Paule. 
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BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

"He's my first one," said 
Steve Paule, choking back 
a tear as he looked at son 
Zachary waiting to enter 
Hamilton Elementary School 
for the first time Tuesday 
morning. "He's not my baby 
anymore." 

"He's really sad today, he's 
about to cry," said wife Andrea 
Paule, snapping a photograph 
of her husband hugging her 
son. The Paules were among 
a group parents waiting with 
their youngsters for kindergar­
ten teacher Laura Janik and 
fifth-grade safeties and helpers 

Miranda Crummey and Ashley 
Farra to escort the school's 
newest students inside. 

Parents snapped photo­
graphs of their children lined 
up at the "kindergarten door," 
a ritual Andrea Paule did with 
her 11-year-old daughter who's 
a sixth-grader at Marshall 
Middle School. 

"He's so excited," she said. 
"He's got all the school supplies 
— the paints, markers, cray­
ons. He even has a lunch bag 
for his snack." 

The sound of the bell was a 
welcomed sound for parents, 
students and teachers who 

Please see FIRST DAY, A3 

Twins third-graders Noah and Shelby Luke walk with their little 
brother, kindergartner Brenden, and dad Phil Luke on their way to the 
first day of school at Hamilton Elementary in West land. 

District, union agree to continue negotiating 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Worried parents in the 
Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools got the news they'd 
been hoping to hear Monday 
morning: School would start 
as scheduled Tuesday. 

The message was in the form 
of a Robo-call, announcing 
that the teachers union and 
school district had agreed to a 
30-day contract extension. 

The agreement came early 
Sunday evening with the 
help of a state mediator who 
had been requested by the 
Wayne-Westland Education 
Association last week in 
hopes of hammering out a 
contract before a Tuesday 

strike deadline. 
"The mediator was stra­

tegically instrumental in 
getting both parties to reach 
a contract extension," said 
Wayne-Westland School 
Superintendent Greg Baracy 
just hours after the agreement 
was reached. "We are pleased 
that school is starting on time, 
that students will be in the 
classroom and that teachers 
will be teaching." 

The contract extension 
was in response to the latest 
district proposal presented 
to union negotiators late 
Saturday night. The union 
decided more time was need­
ed reviewing the district's pro­
posal before it could respond. 

"We want to have the time 

to investigate, research and 
examine the district's latest 
proposal," said WWEA presi­
dent Nancy Strachan. "It may 
or may not lead to a settle­
ment, but it is significantly 
different enough that it will 
require a good deal of time 
before we can react." 

The agreement ended a con­
tentious week where the union 
blasted the school district for 
not bargaining in good faith 
and held a strike vote in which 
96 percent of teachers present 
supported the action. 

The teachers' contract 
expired Aug. 25. 

The teachers union had 
gone so far as to organize 
picketing schedules. However, 
under state law, public 

employees, including teachers, 
are prohibited from striking. 
Those who do can face penal­
ties ranging from fines to firing 
for breaking the law. 

The district sent teachers, 
a letter, stating that WWEA 
members who do not report for 
work or who report but do not 
perform all their duties would 
be "engaging in illegal conduct." 
Baracy also labeled the strike 
vote "very, very premature" 
and committed the district 
to bargaining throughout the 
Labor Day weekend. 

Both sides did just that 
and with the extension, have 
agreed to "continue to negoti­
ate in good faith." 
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Property owner waffles on sale 
of land for Nankin Mills Village 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

What appeared to be a road 
block to the a senior residen­
tial complex on Joy in the 
Westland's north end could be 
removed as soon as this week­
end. 

Developer Glenn Shaw Jr. 
plans to meet by week's end 
with a resident who had initial­
ly indicated he was no longer 
interested in selling his home, 
one of three along Joy that 
Shaw is buying for his Nankin 
Mills Village development. 

"It's a bump in the road," said 
Shaw. "I hope to be able to talk 
to him by Saturday. I need to 
make sure that all three prop­
erty owners know where we're 
going so this doesn't happen 
again." 

Shaw was in the process of 
seeking a second extension of 
the purchase agreement when 
the homeowner balked at sell­
ing the property. In an Aug. 28 
letter to the city council, Shaw 
indicated that "a critical part of 
this development is no longer 
secure" and that it was "back 
to the drawing boards" for the 
$35 million senior citizen vil­
lage. 

The development is proposed 
south and east of Sts. Helen 
and Constantine Church on 
Joy east of Newburgh and calls 
for 54 stand-alone homes, 20 
duplex condominiums and an 
14-7-unit, three-story apart­
ment building with certain 
amenities, such as a hair salon, 
a theater and a restaurant. 

However, Tuesday afternoon 
the homeowner contacted 
Shaw, indicating that "he 
wants to sell and be back in the 

process. 
The news did not reach 

the council before its meet­
ing Tuesday evening where 
Councilman Charles Pickering 
questioned whether the 
planned unit development 
rezoning should "be declared 
null and void" based on Shaw's 
letter. 

"To me the PUD should not 
exist, the preliminary plan 
should not because it's part of 
the PUD," Pickering said. "The 
property owner should not be 
encumbered by the PUD zon­
ing, I think the process should 
start again." 

Planning Director Bruce 
Thompson told Pickering that 
each of the three property 
owners "signed the rezoning 
request." 

"They are part and parcel 
to that request," he said. "If 
there was a second reading, the 
property was rezoned. If the 
owner no longer wants it, he 
will have to request that it be 
rezoned." 

Shaw said Pickering is 
"wrong in his assumption," the 
rezoning was approved by the 
council as was the preliminary 
plan. 

"We have the PUD approval, 
the next step is the final plan 
approval," he said. 

Shaw has held one meeting 
with residents of Gray Street 
and is planning to hold a sec­
ond one for those who missed 
the presentation on the new 
plan. 

"That's the next step," Shaw 
said. "I'll have my architect 
and engineer there to discuss 
the plan." 
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faces charges in fatal hit-and-run 
A 21-year-old Livonia resi­

dent will be arraigned Sept. 
5 in Westland's 18th District 
Court on three felony charges 
stemming from a Aug. 3 
fatal hit-arid-run accident in 
Westland's north end. 

According to Westland 
police Officer Jack Mcintosh 
of the department's Traffic 
Bureau, the Livonia man faces 
charges of manslaughter with 
a motor vehicle and operating 
a vehicle while impaired caus­
ing death and leaving the scene 
of an accident causing death, a 
five-year felony. The first two 
charges carry sentences of up 
to 15 years in prison, the third 
charge carries a sentence of up 
to five years in prison. 

The driver is accused of 
striking 27-year-old Gary 
Brown at 4:55 a.m. Aug. 3 in 
the eastbound lane of Joy about 
a half mile east of Newburgh 
and leaving the scene. He was 
apprehended about seven hours 
later on Joy about 800 feet 
from where the accident had 
occurred. 

According to Mcintosh, a 
newspaper delivery man had 
seen the victim standing on 
the lane marker of Joy Road, 
asking for a ride. When he 
came back a short time later, 
Brown wasn't there. Police 
believe Brown was leaving the 
roadway and was closer to the 
edge of the eastbound lane 
when he was struck, suffering 
massive blunt force trauma to 
his head. He was taken to. St. 
Mary Mercy Hospital and then 
airlifted to St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital in Ypsilanti where he 
died on Aug. 4. 

Alcohol appears to have 
played a role in the fatal acci­
dent. According to Mcintosh, 
nine hours after the accident, 
the driver "still had some alco­
hol in his system." 

Brown grew up in Livonia 
and graduated from Livonia 
Churchill High School in 1982. 
He had been staying with his 
father in Livonia at the time 
of his death. He was married 
and had two children — son 
Raymond, 4, daughter D. X, 2. 
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Church hosts picnic, benefit concert 
The earthy, acoustic folk 

rock band, Nick Drake, will 
perform at a fund-raising 
concert Sunday, Sept. 14, at 
Prince of Peace Lutheran 
Church in Westland. 

The concert at 2 p.m. will 
follow a 12:30 picnic at the 
church on Palmer west of 
Newburgh. A freewill offer­
ing will be accepted and all 
proceeds will benefit the 
new Camp Mifchi-Lu-Ca RV 
campground in Fairview in 
Oscoda County. 

Food will be sold for the 
picnic, starting at 12:30 p.m., 
however, guests can bring 
their own food along with 
lawn chairs. People interested 
in attending should contact 
the church by Friday, Sept. 5, 
to ensure enough food is pre­

pared for the picnic. 
Nick Drake has its roots 

in Camp Michi-Lu-Ca. 
Eric Engblade and Nathan 
Schleicher decided to com­
bine their musical influences 
together to form the band 
named for early 1970s singer-
songwriter Nick Drake. Now 
four years later, they have 
released an all original full-
length album, two small EP's 
and are in midst of promot­
ing their newest full-length 
album recorded at River City 
Studios in Grand Rapids, 
entitled Northern Skies, 
which will be released in the 
fall of 2008. 

Drake has toured through­
out Michigan and played 
in bars, breweries, coffee 
houses, churches and music 

festivals in places such as 
Elizabethtown Ky., Alpena, 
Chicago and Cleveland. In 
2007, they were selected 
to open for comedian Mike 
Birbiglia on his Comedy 
Central Tour at City Opera 
House in Traverse City. 

In addition to Engblade 
and Schleicher, Nick Drake 
includes Emily Carlson on 
violin, Jack Johnson on winds 
and Paul Wozniak on percus­
sion. 

Pweopl interested in 
attending can call Prince of 
Peace Church at (734) 722-
1735 or send an e-mail to 
pastorames@sbcglobal.net. 
Offsite parking will be avail­
able at Stevenson Middle 
School, west of the church at 
38501 Palmer. 

Book sale boosts brains at library 
BY JULIE BROWN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

There'll be books and more 
Thursday through Sunday, 
when the Friends of the 
William P. Faust Public Library 
of Westland hold their used 
book sale. 

"They do a really nice service 
for us," Lisa Hausman, depart­
ment head for children's servic­
es, said of the Friends. In addi­
tion to quality books donated 

from the community, librarians 
are able to weed the collection 
"and offer the material to the 
community in that way." 

The Friends preview sale will 
be 2-4 p.m. today, Thursday, 
Sept. 4, at the library, on 
Central City Parkway between 
Warren and Ford. That's for 
members and those who wish 
to join for $10. 

The public sale will be held 
10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday and 
Saturday, Sept. 5-6, and noon 
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to 4 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 7 (Bag 
Day Sale). 

The Friends hold such sales 
several times a year. There will 
be keyboards and other items 
like printers, Hausman said, 
along with limited furniture: 
"Mostly it's chairs this time." 

The Friends did a lot for the 
children's summer reading pro­
gram, she noted, and also sup­
port services for adults. 

"They do a great deal of good 
with the money that's raised 
from the book sales, and we're 
very grateful," she said. 

You can build a terrific home 
library for your child from the 
sale, she added, including older 
computer games and reference 
materials. 

"We always have nice crowds 
on the preview day. Our 
Friends are great and they're 
very supportive,'' she added. 

The sale will be in 
Community Rooms A and B. 
For more, call the library at 
(734) 326-6123. 
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Heart Disease 
Diabetes increases your risk for developing heart disease/if you are at risk 

for diabetes, you may have other risk factors for heart disease. Learn what 

those risk factors are and how to reduce your risk for both diabetes and 

heart disease. 

A certified diabetes educator will explain how you can tell if you have diabetes. 

Cardiologist, Dr. Barbara Kong will discuss the connection between diabetes 

and heart disease and your controllable risk factors. Registered dietitians will 

talk about decreasing your risk through healthier eating and demonstrate 

healthy recipes. A certified fitness instructor will guide you through exercise 

you can do at home. Come prepared to exercise and sample tasty recipes! 

Interactive Sessions Include 

Cost is FREE • Light refreshments • D o o r prizes 

Pre-Registration Required: 
Log on to sjmercyhealth.org or call 8 0 0 - 2 3 1 -2211 

REMARKABLE MEDICINE. 
REMARKABLE CARE. 

Westland resident gets 
help at the gas pump 

Paying for the gas to visit 
family in Florida is going to 
be easier now that Mary L. 
Johnson of Westland has won 
$1,000 in free cards from TCF 
Bank as part of its Free Gas 
Giveaway Sweepstakes. 

From June through August, 
TCF gave away $1,000 in gas 
cards weekly. Johnson entered 
the contest at the TCF branch 
on Warren Road in Westland. 

"I only entered once, so 
I feel winning was kind of 
a fluke," said Johnson. "It 
couldn't have come at a better 
time. We had just cancelled a 
trip to visit family in Florida 
because of the high cost of 
gas. When I got the call from 
the branch manager Tim 
Burgess telling me I'd won, we 
decided to go ahead with our 
trip." 

TCFisaWayzata, 
Minnesota-based national 
financial holding company 
with $16.5 billion in total 
assets. The company has 454 
banking offices in Minnesota, 
Illinois, Michigan, Colorado, 
Wisconsin, Indiana and 
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Tim Burgess, manager of TCF Bank's Westland branch on Warren Road 
presents Mary L Johnson of Westland with $1,000 in free gas cards which 
she won in its Free Gas Giveaway. 

Arizona, providing retail and 
commercial banking services, 

and investments and insur­
ance products. 

City program helps qualified homebuyers 
Prospective homebuyers in 

Westland can get help with 
their down payment, thanks 
to a program being offered 
by the Westland Housing 
Commission. 

Funded through the Federal 
HOME Program, the city's 
Homebuyer Program offers 
qualified home buyers eligible 
to receive down payment assis­
tance in the amount of $5,000 
for a home built before 2000 
and $10,000 for homes built 
since Jan. 1,2000. 

"At a time when communities 
everywhere are challenged by 
the national foreclosure crisis, 
we're pleased to provide some 
means to encourage the act 

of home ownership," Mayor 
William Wild said. 

The program forgives the 
$5,000 loan after the initial 
five-year ownership period, 
and for homes built since 2000 
the other $5,000 would be pay­
able upon the sale of the prop­
erty. A lien will be placed on 
the property specifying those 
conditions. 

Home buyers also can't refi­
nance or sell the home during 
the initial five-year ownership 
period. If that occurs, the loan 
must be repaid. 

In order to participate in the 
Homebuyer Program, the home 
buyer's current income limit 
cannot exceed $55,900 for a 

family of four, a guideline set 
by the Department of Housing 
and Community Development. 
Homes in Westland are indeed 
eligible provided they com­
plete an inspection and do 
not exceed the HUD purchase 
price for the home. 

Eligible participants also 
must participate in home buyer 
classes. 

The Homebuyer Program 
does not provide refinancing 
assistance. 

Funds are limited and 
interested home buyers can 
call Joanne Inglis in the city's 
Department of Community 
Development at (734) 595-
0288 for more information. 

Defense seminar 
On Saturday, Sept. 6,, the 

Westland Shopping Center's 
East Court will host free safety 
awareness classes designed to 
empower women, teens and 
elders through practical self-
defense techniques. A class 
for men and women over age 
55 will take place at 10 a.m., 
while a "Girl Power" session for 
women and teens is scheduled 
for 11:30 a.m. Both are free and 
sponsored by PKSA Karate, 
Safe & Sound, and the Westland 
Shopping Center. Westland 
Shopping Center is at 35000 
Warren at Wayne Road. For 
more information, call PKSA 
Karate at (810) 653-9984. 

Coffee Hours 
State Rep. Richard LeBlanc, 

D-Westland, will hold his 
next local coffee hour 9-10:30 
a.m. Monday, Sept. 8, at the 
Westland Bailey Recreation 
Center, 36651 Ford. Citizens are 
welcome to visit with LeBlanc 
and discuss issues and/or con­
cerns. The local coffee hour 
takes place on the second 
Monday of each month. , 

For an expanded version of Around 
Westland, visit our online edition at 
hometownlife.com and click on the 
Westland home page. 

LeBlanc also invites residents 
to join him for refreshments 
and an informal fireside chat 
6-8 p.m. Monday, Sept. 8, at the 
William P. Faust Public Library, 
6123 Central City Parkway, 
Westland. 

For information, call 
LeBlanc toll-free at (888)-737-
5325 or at (517)-373-2576 or 
send an e-mail to richardle-
blanc@house.mi.gov. 

State Sen. Glenn Anderson, 
D-Westland, also will hold 
local coffee hours in Westland 
and Redford Monday, Sept. 
8. He will be at the Bailey 
Recreation Center, 36651 Ford, 
Westland 9-10 a.m., then move 
to Redford for a 10:30-11:30 
a.m. coffee hour at the Redford 
Community Center, 12121 
Hemingway. Constituents 
who are unable to attend may 
contact him by mail at P.O. Box 
30036, Lansing, MI, 48933; by 
phone at (517) 373-1707; or by 
e-mail at SenatorAnderson@ 

senate.michigan.gov. 

Historic park events 
The Westland Garden Club 

will have a plant exchange 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Saturday, Sept. 
13, at the Westland Historic 
Village Park, on Wayne Road 
between Marquette and Cherry 
Hill. 

Friends of Eloise. 
In other events at the his­

toric park, the Friends of 
Eloise meets at 7 p.m. on the 
third Tuesday of the month 
at the Collins House, and the 
Westland Historic Society 
meets at 7 p.m. on the second 
Tuesday of the month, also at 
the Collins House. 

John Glenn High School's 
wrestling program will have its 
11th annual golf outing fund­
raiser on Saturday, Sept. 20, 
at Warren Valley Golf Course. 
Cost is $85 for golf, cart, lunch 
at the turn, and dinner. Please 
contact Judy at judylawll22@ 
yahoo.com or (734) 634-4595 
for more information or to 
make reservations. 
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