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City gets ready

to pitch par

cleanup plan

BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

If city officials have their
way, the Michigan Department
of Environmental Quality’s
Quality Review Team will
come back from the holiday
break to find a formal proposal
for the remediation of a por-
tion of Westland’s Central City
Park.

The proposal is based on a
informal plan that was given
to the team for its review sev-
eral months ago in which some
15 acres of the 100-acre park
would be developed as soccer

fields, pavilions and restrooms.
The area would receive a com-
bination of 12 inches of clean,
imported soil and geotextile
fabric. ‘ o
“We made a pitch for the soc-
cer fields at the district Jevel
and asked them to take it to
the QRT to see if they would
give it a thumbs up or a thumbs
down,” said Mayor William
Wild.

The sign was somewhere
in between, While the QRT
approved the concept, it had
reservations with the area
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Sixfh-};raders Rache! Charron (from right), her twin sister Gabriefle and Lydia Desr wrap presents for students who purchased items at the Secret Santa
Shop at Schweitzer Elementary.

Youngsters stock up on gifts at Santa shop

8Y SUE MASON
QBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Jewelry, homemade chocolates and
trinkets, Santa and Mrs. Claus and free
gift wrapping. It was shopping at its best
for youngsters at Schweiizer Elementary
School where the PTA and a group of ven-
dors teamed up for an over-the-top Secret
Santa Shop.

“Tt’s controlled chaos,” said Noel Derr,
who came up with thie idea four years ago.
“We don't ask the vendors for anything,
just come with items that are reasonably
priced. They're all really generous.”

Held after school, the shopping spree
featured a PTA table with items like a ice
scraper attached to a woolly glove, a popu-
lar gift for dads, homemade chocolates by
Sweet Expressions and handmade jewelry
by Mary Ray. The Jerry Ball Foundation
also made decorated ornaments for shop-
pers while they waited. The proceeds went
to the foundation.

According to Derr, Sweet Expressions

Mrs. Claus watches as Schweitzer Elementary
kindergartner Atec Roufopoulos gives Santa a big
hug at t.he school’s annual Secret Santa's Shop.

chocolates sold almost all of the eight tubs
of candy while all Roy’s jewelry during the
three-hour event.

Also providing items was Kimberly
Loveless, owner of The Acorn Shop in
Wayne. Loveless hosted the shop at her
store the first two years before it moved to
the school gymnasium last year.

“Youngsters would go to her shop, we'd
have Santa and Mrs. Claus at the store

" next door and parents would get coupons

to go down to W.C. Franks (Furniture} to
relax,” said Derr. ‘

Last year’s event came the day after
Loveless was attacked and robbed in her
store, According to Derr, they were ahle
to retrieve the items she had in her car for
the Secret Santa Shop and sell them for
her. - ‘

“Her car became a crime scene,” said
Derr. “We were able to get the items and
take them to the school, We sold them so
she'had income coming in.”

To put youngsters i the Christmas
spirit, there was holiday music and a table
where they could have their gifts wrapped.
The PTA provided the wrapping paper
and ribbon and volunteers as well as cook-
ies for the shoppers.

Even with brisk sales at the PTA table,
where items are priced from 25 cents to
%3, the event costs the organization sev-
eral hundred dollars, Derr said.

“It’s my gig,” said Derr. “It's one of my
favorite things.”

Westland sizes up its carbon fOotprint'

BY SUE MASON

Cities like Seattle and Toronto

(BSERVER STAFF WRITER

Westland officials have
decided to find out what the
size of the city’s footprint
when it comes to the environ-
ment,

The City Council has
approved the hiring of
Resource Recycling Systems -
to do an assessment of the
city’s emissions, or so-called
carbon footprint to provide a
baseline for setting goals to
reduce the city’s impact on the
environment.

“This will enable.us to take
a g0 hard look at where we are

currently with the intention
of reducing our output going
forward,” said Mayor William
Wild. “This measurement will
give us the ability to track our
progress as we proceed with
future initiatives.”

The carbon footprint study’
will be based on the city as a

“whole and will look at emis-

sions from such things as
vehicles, electricity, natural
gas, waste disposal and other
potential sources of carbon

emissions, It will help the eity -

as it moves toward green ini-
tiatives, like Wild's Mission

“Green, an initiative to pro-
mote environmental weliness

practices throughout the city,
which he unveiled ear]:er this
year.

The largest green effort the
city has on tap is curbside
recycling which Resource
Recycling Systems hashad a
part in, The Ann Arbor-based
firm has sent out requests for
proposals for a “single stream”
program in which accepts
more materials that don’t have
to be separated for recycling,

Wild hiopes to roll out the -
recycling program on Earth
Day, April 22, 2009.

The mayor said he heard
about the catbon foot printing

at the Conference of Mayors.

have done similar assess-
ments.
“We need a baseline to get

- started as we move forward

and look at energy efficiency,” -

. he said, adding the Resource

Recyclmg Systems also will
provide recommendations on
what the city can do to cut
emissions.

“They’li show us that by

" turning off lights or servers,

we can cut emissions,” he said.
“The whole thing, the whole
aim is to reduce global warm-
ing.” o
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Ann Kurtis, of Livonia, runs her usuat 5 miles in the Plymouth Township area
of Hines Park, in spite of the show. “it's better than a treadmill.” said Kurtis,
who is married to famed focal runner Doug Kurtis.

Storm provides snow for white Christmas

BY SUE MASON
CBSERVER STAFF WRITER +

Those pecple dreaming of
a white Christmas saw their
dream materialize Friday as a
strong storm swept through,
giving students an early start
to their Christmas break,
snarling traffic and leading to
a declaration of a snow emer-
geney in Westland.

The storm came just two
days before the official first
day of winter and dumped
more than 7 inches of snow,
prompting a declaration of a
snow emergency in Westland.

- Residents must remove véhi- .

cles from roadways to allow
snowplows to clear roads or

“face tickets.

“We're doing pretty good,”
said DPS director. Kevin
Bufford who was out checking
major and secondary roads
Friday afternoon as the snow
stopped falling. “The county
didn’t do much, they definitely
have fallen behind. We had to
plow Wayne Road to help out
our local businesses.”

According to Bufford, the

+

. 22 pieces of equipment from

started falling around 4:45 3
a.m. and DPS trucks were out W
by 5:15 a.m. Buford assigned e

dump trucks to a road grater 5
and plows to handle the job. o
Major roads were in good
shape by late Friday afternoon
and Buford hoped to have local B
roads like Fairchild and Glenn
cleared by Saturday morn- =
ing, depending on if residents
heeded the snow emergency
declaration.

“It normally takes 24 hours
fromi start to finish,” he said. .
“What helps is having the vehi-
cles off the streets.”

They only “victim” of the day
was the annual DPS Christmas

‘luncheon. Normally, employees
get an extended lunch hour to o
ertjoy the catered luncheon, i
provided by the directors.
However, it was shortened
because of the snow emergency.

“It was a little discouraging,
but we told them we would
make it at another time,”
Bufford said. “We have an obli-
gation to the community.”
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