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Six th -g raders Rachel Charron ( f r om r igh t ) , her t w i n sister Gabriel le and Lydia Derr wrap 
Shop at Schweitzer Elementary. 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

. WHO 

Jewelry, homemade chocolates and 
trinkets, Santa and Mrs. Claus and free 
gift wrapping. It was shopping at its best 
for youngsters at Schweitzer Elementary 
School where the PTA and a group of ven­
dors teamed up for an over-the-top Secret 
Santa Shop. 

"It's controlled chaos," said Noel Derr, 
who came up with the idea four years ago. 
"We don't ask the vendors for anything, 
just come with items that are reasonably 
priced. They're all really generous." 

Held after school, the shopping spree 
featured a PTA table with items like a ice 
scraper attached to a woolly glove, a popu­
lar gift for dads, homemade chocolates by 
Sweet Expressions and handmade jewelry 
by Mary Ray. The Jerry Ball Foundation 
also made decorated ornaments for shop­
pers while they waited. The proceeds went 
to the foundation. 

According to Derr, Sweet Expressions 

Mrs. Claus watches as Schweitzer Elementary 
k indergartner Alec Roulopoulos gives Santa a big 
hug a t t he school 's annual Secret Santa's Shop. 

chocolates sold almost all of the eight tubs 
of candy while all Roy's jewelry during the 
three-hour event. 

Also providing items was Kimberly 
Loveless, owner of The Acorn Shop in 
Wayne. Loveless hosted the shop at her 
store the first two years before it moved to 
the school gymnasium last year. 

'Youngsters would go to her shop, we'd 
have Santa and Mrs. Claus at the store 

next door and parents would get coupons 
to go down to W.C. Franks (Furniture) to 
relax" said Derr. 

Last year's event came the day after 
Loveless was attacked and robbed in her 
store. According to Derr, they were able 
to retrieve the items she had in her car for 
the Secret Santa Shop and sell them for 
her. 

"Her car became a crime scene," said 
Derr. "We were able to get the items and 
take them to the school. We sold them so 
she had income coming in." 

To put youngsters in the Christmas 
spirit, there was holiday music and a table 
where they could have their gifts wrapped. 
The PTA provided the wrapping paper 
and ribbon and volunteers as well as cook­
ies for the shoppers. 

Even with brisk sales at the PTA table, 
where items are priced from 25 cents to 
$3, the event costs the organization sev­
eral hundred dollars, Derr said. 

"It's my gig," said Derr. "It's one of my 
favorite things." 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Westland officials have 
decided to find out what the 
size of the city's footprint 
when it comes to the environ­
ment. 

The City Council has 
approved the hiring of 
Resource Recycling Systems 
to do an assessment of the 
city's emissions, or so-called 
carbon footprint to provide a 
baseline for setting goals to 
reduce the city's impact on the 
environment. 

"This will enable us to take 
a go hard look at where we are 

currently with the intention 
of reducing our output going 
forward," said Mayor William 
Wild. "This measurement will 
give us the ability to track our 
progress as we proceed with 
future initiatives." 

The carbon footprint study 
will/be based on the city as a 
whole and will look at emis­
sions from such things as 
vehicles, electricity, natural 
gas, waste disposal and other 
potential sources of carbon 
emissions. It will help the city 
as it moves toward green ini­
tiatives, like Wild's Mission 
Green, an initiative to pro­
mote environmental wellness 

practices throughout the city, 
which he unveiled earlier this 
year. • 

The largest green effort the 
city has on tap is curbside 
recycling which Resource 
Recycling Systems has had a 
part in. The Ann Arbor-based 
firm has sent out requests for 
proposals for a "single stream" 
program in which accepts 
more materials that don't have 
to be separated for recycling. 

Wild hopes to roll out the 
recycling program on Earth 
Day, April 22, 2009. 

The mayor said he heard 
about the carbon foot printing 
at the Conference of Mayors. 

Cities like Seattle and Toronto 
have done similar assess­
ments. 

"We need a baseline to get 
started as we move forward 
and look at energy efficiency," 
he said, adding the Resource 
Recycling Systems also will 
provide recommendations on 
what the city can do to cut 
emissions. 

"They'll show us that by 
turning off lights or servers, 
we can cut emissions," he said. 
"The whole thing, the whole 
aim is to reduce global warm­
ing." 
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to pitch park 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

If city officials have their 
way, the Michigan Department 
of Environmental Quality's 
Quality Review Team will 
come back from the holiday 
break to find a formal proposal 
for the remediation of a por­
tion of Westland's Central City 
Park. 

The proposal is based on a 
informal plan that was given 
to the team for its review sev­
eral months ago in which some 
15 acres of the 100-acre park 
would be developed as soccer 

fields, pavilions and restrooms. 
The area would receive a com­
bination of 12 inches of clean, 
imported soil and geotextile 
fabric. 

"We made a pitch for the soc­
cer fields at the district level 
and asked them to take it to 
the QRT to see if they would 
give it a thumbs up or a thumbs 
down," said Mayor William 
Wild. 

The sign was somewhere 
in between. While the QRT 
approved the concept, it had 
reservations with the area 

Please see 

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Ann Kurtis, of Livonia, runs her usual 5 miles in the Plymouth Township area 
of Hines Park, in spite of the snow. " I t ' s better than a treadmil l . " said Kurtis, 
who is married to famed local runner Doug Kurtis. 

8Y SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Those people dreaming of 
a white Christmas saw their 
dream materialize Friday as a 
strong storm swept through, 
giving students an early start 
to their Christmas break, 
snarling traffic and leading to 
a declaration of a snow emer­
gency in Westland. 

The storm came just two 
days before the official first 
day of winter and dumped 
more than 7 inches of snow, 
prompting a declaration of a 
snow emergency in Westland. 
Residents must remove vehi-. 
cles from roadways to allow 
snowplows to clear roads or 
face tickets. 

"We're doing pretty good," 
said DPS director Kevin 
Bufford who was. out checking 
major and secondary roads 
Friday afternoon as the snow 
stopped falling. "The county 
didn't do much, they definitely 
have fallen behind. We had to 
plow Wayne Road to help out 
our local businesses." 

According to Bufford, the 

started falling around 4:45 
a.m. and DPS trucks were out 
by 5:15 a.m. Buford assigned 
22 pieces of equipment from 
dump trucks to a road grater 
and plows to handle the job. 
Major roads were in good 
shape by late Friday afternoon 
and Buford hoped to have local 
roads like Fairchild and Glenn 
cleared by Saturday morn­
ing, depending on if residents 
heeded the snow emergency 
declaration. 

"It normally takes 24 hours 
from start to finish," he said. ^ 
"What helps is having the vehi­
cles off the streets." 

They only "victim" of the day 
was the annual DPS Christmas 
luncheon. Normally, employees 
get an extended lunch hour to 
enjoy the catered luncheon, 
provided by the directors. 
However, it was shortened 
because of the snow emergency. 

"It was a little discouraging, 
but we told them we would 
make it at another time," 
Bufford said. "We have an obli­
gation to the community." 
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around Friendship Lake. 
The panel is concerned that 
while the lake was tested for 
contaminants, the sediment 
wasn't. 

"It looked like they wanted 
additional work around the 
pond, and if we go with the 
geotex and 12 inches of clean 
soil to the water's edge, it 
would mean taking down all 
of the trees," Wild said. "Beth 
Vens (MDEQ's project man­
ager) told us to pull it out of 
the proposal." 

Another area in question is 
the parking lot off Marquette 
by the old soccer fields and 
lawn bowling court. That, 
too, has been pulled out of the 
proposal "so it doesn't slow us 
down," Wild said. 

Assistant Wayne County 
Executive Alan Helmkamp has 
said the document will likely 
amount to "many hundreds of 

pages" before it is handed over 
to MDEQ. officials. According 
to Wild, the document looks to 
be "32 inches tall." 

Admitting that the MDEQ 
can move slowly, he is hoping 
the proposal will fly through 
the process quickly so that 
work can begin early next 
year. 

The proposal is to cover the 
site with a geotex fabric and 12 
inches of clean soil. Any areas 
that were not tested will be 
covered by the fabric and soil 
or turned into parking lots, 
Wild added. Rather than risk 
having the formal proposal 
stall, the lake will be phase 1A. 

"Once they get the plan, 
we're going to push to get them 
done," said Wild. "My attorney 
has always told me to temper 
my expectations, but I'd like to 
get this back in early 2009" 

"I think we've addressed 
everything they have concerns 
with, this should work through 
pretty quickly," he added. 
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Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self 
Service Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, Inc. 
and/or Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public Storage 
(formerly Shurgard) located at 24920 Trowbridge St., Dearborn, MI 
48124 (313) 277-7940 12/29/2008 at:9:30 am Sales are for cash only. 
Removal within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in which rent 
and fees are past due. 
Personal property described below in the matter of: 

2138 daniel curren boxs, bag, chairs 
2188 shatunna priester boxs, bags, sofa 
2304 nina eostello boxs, bag, totes 
2312 tristina mitchel bag,box,totes 
2334 cherill adams box,bag,totes 
2388 jerry taylor tv, bag, totes 
2393 margaret harris washer, dryer, bike 
2444 germaine milliner tv, sofa totes 
5006 todd harbin trailer 
5012 tyroneJohnson truck 
1008 candy chartier bag, box, racks 
1096 mohammad omar malik box, bag, totes 
1138 yancydavis box, bag, totes 
1164 djuana pearson box, bag, totes 
1288 martha williams box, bsg, totes 
1346 terry morgan, box, grill, totes 
1348 zenobia morgan bike, bag, totes 
1354 glen smith, tools, washer, bags 
1410 sparkalen keith, box, bag, totes 
1468 lindariley mattress, bag, boxes 
1540 antonio butier box, bag, totes 
1552 marion Sinclair box, toys, bags 
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Come welcome... 

Garden City Presbyterian Church 
1841 Middlebelt • 1 Blk.S. of Ford Road • 734-421-7620 

H . * " ' 

Wednesday, December 24th 

Family Candlelight Service at 7:00 
• Family Candlelight Service 
• Octet & Solos 
• Special Children's Message 
• Christmas Carol Sing 

Traditional Candlelight Service at 9:00 
• Adultthoir, Octet & Solos 
• Selected Scripture Readings 
• Traditional Christmas Carol Sing 

Herschel Ele, Pastor 
Ron Vantterbeek, Associate Pastor 

i Kayganich, Music Director 

Handicap Accessible 
with Elevator 

Large Print Bulletin c i ' V ' « " 
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Businesses collect coats for needy 
With many struggling finan­

cially because of the recession, 
donations matter more than 
ever this year. Because of that, 
several Westland and Canton 
businesses are open their doors 
to help collect cold weather 
gear for the needy. 

Coats, hats, mittens, gloves, 
scarves, boots and any winter 
weather wear for adults and 
children are being collected for 
One Warm Coat at Taxfaster, 
38950 Cherry Hill at John Hix 
in Westland, through Jan. 31. 
Donation are tax deductible 
and receipts for donations will 

Holiday closings 

Observance of the Christmas, 
New Year's holiday season, city 
buildings are changing their 
hours. Westland City offices and 
the 18th District Court will be 
closed on Christmas Eve and 
Christmas Day, Dec. 24- 25, and 
New Year's Eve and New Year's 
Day Dec. 31 -Jan. 1. Both the 
William P. Faust Public Library 
and the 18th District Court will 
be closed on Friday, Dec. 26, and 
the Bailey Recreation Center will 
be open from 9 a.m. until 3:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, Dec. 31. 

There will be no rubbish pic-up 
on Christmas Day, and pickup 
will be delayed one day for the 
remainder of the week. There also 
will be no rubbish pic-up on New 
Year's Day, delaying pickup for 
the rest of that week. 

Free movie 
The William P. Faust Public 

Library is inviting families to 
enjoy a free movies at its "mati-

be provided. 
"When I heard that our local 

schools were in need of winter 
wear for their students, I sim­
ply had to help," said William 
Elias, founder of Taxfaster. 

The Towne Money Saver 
is helping to promote the 
coat driver in its monthly 
direct mailers, while Park 
Avenue $2.75 Dry Cleaners 
of Canton is cleaning all of 
the donated items for free. 
Eagle Nationwide Mortgage of 
Westland is providing storage 
and transporting the coats to 
local charities. 

The items will be distributed 
to anyone in need along with 
the Plymouth-Canton High 
School Clothing Bank and 
New Dimension Outreach of 
Westland. For more informa­
tion about the coat drive, visit 
the Taxfaster Web site at www. 
taxfaster.com. 

"We are thrilled that so many 
people across the country have 
received coats to help them 
stay warm," said Lois Pavlow, 
founder of One Warm Coat. 
"It's such a simple and easy way 
to show you care for people in 
need." 

AROUND WESTLAND 
nee" 1-2:30 p.m. Saturday, Dec. 
27- No registration is necessary, 
and all ages are welcome, but 
children ages 6 and under must 
be accompanied by an adult. For 
the movie theme and more infor­
mation, call the library at (734) 
326-6123. The William P. Faust 
Public Library is located at 6123 
Central City Parkway, between 
Ford and Warren roads. 

New Year Fellowship 
The Wayne-Westland Salvation 

Army will offer "New Year's 
Fellowship" 8 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Dee. 31 at the corps, 2300 Venoy, 
south of Palmer in Westland. 

There, will be an all-you-can-
eat buffet for $10, $5 for children 
age 13 and under. The evening, a 
youth fund-raiser, will feature live 
music, ping pong, pool, arcade 
games and prizes. 

Children age 13 and under 
must be accompanied by an 
adult. For more information, call 
Greg Barta at (734) 722-3660, 
Ext. 20. 

WHERE HOMETOWN STORIES UNFOLD 
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Notice of Public Sale of Personal Property. 
Notice is hereby given that pursuant to Section 4 of the Self 
Service Storage Facility Act, State of Michigan, PS Orangeco, 
Inc. and/or Shurgard TRS, Inc. will conduct sale(s) at Public 
Storage located at 3650 Enterprise Dr. Allen Park, Mi 48101 (313) 
441-3117 12/30/2008 at 11:30am. Sales are for cas&only.. Removal 
within 24 hours. For sale and storage units in which rent and fees 
are past due. 

Personal property described below in the matter of: 

21905 ALLEN PARK 

A007- Ronald John Lithgow- boxes,bags,totes 
B015- Theresa Sturr- boxes,bags,totes 
B129- Linda Carter - boxes,bags,totes 
B158- Cherie Towns -box,bag,tote 
B189- Ruth Jones - box,bag,tote 
B226 ADT Security Services Curuty Services - boxes,bags,totes 
B257- Petrice Johnson - box,bag,tote 
B260- Naeena V Love- box,bag,tote 
B261- Rodney Ursey - boxes,bags,totes 
B282- Sandra Harrison -box,bag,tote 
B309- Jason Hernandez - boxes,bags,totes 
C005- Jennifer Cialone - boxes,bags,totes 
C012- Howard Hayes- box,bag,tote 
C015- Devaughn Bone- box,bag,tote 
D010- Curtis Wallace- box,bag,tote 
E024- Harold Harvell- box,bag,tote 
E042- Saleh Almansoob-box,bag,tote 
F032- Willie F Randolph- box,bag,tote 
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New Year's Eve 

AMVETS Post 171 is holding a 
New Year's Eve party from 6 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. Wednesday, Dec. 31, at 
the AMVETS Memorial Hall, 
1217 Merriman, south of Cherry 
Hill, in Westland. The bar opens 
at 6 p.m., with dinner served at 7 
p.m. There will be dancing, a bot­
tle of champagne for each table 
at midnight and pizza. Tickets 
cost is $30 per person or $45 per 
couple and are available at the 
post. For more information, call 
(734)721-9440. • 

• Count down to 2009 with 
fellowship and fun, when the 
Westland Salvation Army hosts 
"New Year's Fellowship @ 
The Sal" 8 p.m. to 12:30 a.m. 
Wednesday, Dec.31. 

Enjoy a rockin' good time 
complete with ping-pong, arcade 
games, prizes, pool, live music, 
plus, an all-you-can-eat buf­
fet which is $10 per person and 
$5 per child age 13 and under. 
Children 13 and under must be 
accompanied by an adult. 

For more information, call 
Greg at (734) 722-3660, Ext. 20. 
The Westland Salvation Army is 

The Burlington Coat Factory 
store also is holding its sec­
ond annual Warm Hearts 
and Warm Coats Drive now 
through Jan. 16. 

Coats for men, women and 
children can be dropped off at 
store at 35555 Warren Road, 
west of Wayne Road. Coats 
should be in good condition 
with working fasteners, no rips 
and no stains. Donors also will 
receive a receipt for tax pur­
poses. 

The coats will be distributed 
to the needy by the Detroit 
Rescue Mission. 

at 2300 Venoy between Palmer 
Road and Michigan Avenue. 

Glow Skate 
Grab your skates and head 

for the Mike Modano Arena on 
Friday nights for Glow Skate. 
Cruise around the rink with 
blacklight illumination 7:30-9 
p.m. Admission is $3.50 for 
adults and $2.50 for children. 
Skate rentals are $2.50. The 
arena is at 6210 Wildwood at 
Hunter, east of Wayne Road. For 
more information, call (734) 729-
4560. 

Food collection 
TCF Bank is making it easier 

for you to donate food to feed the 
needy in our communities this 
winter. Through Dec. 31, all of 
TCF's branches are serving as a 
collection site for non-perishable 
foods. Stop by the TCF branch at 
37151 Warren Road and 360 S. 
Merriman, both in Westland to 
drop offyour donation. Collected 
food will be donated to local food 
banks in early January. For your 
convenience, TCF Bank is open 
seven days. For more informa­
tion, call 800-TCF-Bank. 

CITY OF GARDEN CITY 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

JANUARY 12, 2009 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Garden City Council will 
hold a Public Hearing at the Civic Center, 6000 Middlebelt Road, 
Garden City, Michigan on January 12, 2009 at 6:57 p.m. regarding 
the proposed use of Community Development Block Grant funds. 
The following projects are being proposed for the use of these 
federal funds for the period beginning July 1, 2009: ; 

OJECTIVES: 
A) 

B) 
C) 

D) 

To provide the benefits of using CDBG funding 
directly to persons of low- to moderate-income and/or 
areas where 51% of the residents are of low- to 
moderate-income. 
To reduce negative environmental impacts. 
To maintain a high level of performance in the 
management of CDBG and non-federally funded 
programs, while offsetting administrative costs to the 
General Fund. 
To improve public facilities. 

ESTIMATED 
ALLOCATION 

$50,000 

$71,400 

$10,000 

$7,300 

$7,300 

POTENTIAL PROJECTS 
Citywide Housing Rehabilitation 

ADA Infrastructure Improvements 

Senior / Family Center Improvements 

Planning 

CDBG Administration 

$146,000 

(Administration and Planning 
combined must not exceed 10% of total 
allocation) 
Total P roposed Allocation 
(estimate) 

Everyone is encouraged to provide input regarding the proposed 
allocations of the CDBG program. 

All documentation regarding the CDBG program is available at the 
Community Development Department, 6000 Middlebelt, Garden 
City, Michigan 48135, (734)793-1663. 

ALLYSON M. BETTIS 
Treasurer / City Clerk 

Posted: December 15, 2008 
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* Memory services -companion rooms, privacy 
rooms &pfiyafe rooms *r -

* Skilled nursing- renabiiitaftdn, pdst-hosniiaj 
E@cov1ery&nospfce>"carf" ^ ; 

* mde{^nderitli^ngarj^lmerits-t&-2^eGlroQm 
withlorXkatrfe * / 

WODBHAVEN 
RETIREMENT COMMUNITY 

• Michigan's only Adult Day Program that is open -, 
5 a.nu to 11 p.m., 365 days a year -

Woodhavei* lust completed $4^,006 of, enfc»n<;einejtfs° 
& expansion providing: . , ^ 
• Quaint bistro dining . 
• -Three separate & distinct neighborhoods * ', 
• Expanded physical, occupational & speech therapy' 

29667 Wentworth • Livonia 
(1st street north of Five Mite, on the west side of Middlebelt) 

734-261-9000 I 
www.woodhaven-retirem.entcom * gloriag@woodhavenrc.org 


