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BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A Detroit man who made 
wildly conflicting statements 
about his role in a botched 
cocaine-related robbery that 
erupted in gunfire outside a 
Westland market has been 

found guilty by a Wayne 
County Circuit Court judge. 

Demond Nigel Sanders, who 
drove a gunman to the Aug. 12, 
2008, shootout near Warren 
and Merriman, was convicted 
Thursday afternoon by Judge 
Michael Hathaway after he 
waived his right to a jury trial 

and decided not to plead guilty, 
as three other defendants did. 

Sanders, 29, could face 
penalties ranging up to life in 
prison when he is sentenced 
Feb. 5 by Hathaway for assault 
with intent to rob while armed, 
conspiracy to rob while armed 
and conspiracy to possess more 

than 1,000 grams of cocaine. 
Sanders was found not guilty of 
two other drug charges. 

Dressed in a suit, he showed 
no emotion Thursday as 
Hathaway announced his ver­
dict after a day of testimony in 
which Sanders took the witness 
stand and sought to recant 

an earlierwritten confession 
he made to Westland Police 
Officer Burke Lange. 

"Maybe he can get his grand­
mother to believe it, but he's 
not going to get me to believe 
it," Hathaway said. "That is just 
preposterous." 

Sanders' conviction came 

after earlier guilty pleas by a 
50-year-old Garden City man, 
George Joseph Boldizar, and 
two 32-year-old Detroit men, 
Benjamin Bernard Pringle and 
Roberto Reed. A fifth man, 28-
year-old Brian "Cheeseburger" 
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A collage of gears and auto parts, many that he designed himself, highlight a first-place poster Michael Frank of Redford made to the North American International Auto Show. 

NAIAS poster shows off teen's creativity 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Those who know Michael 
Frank praise his artistic talent. 
His elementary school principal 
says the Redford teen was a "very 
creative artist as a youngster." His 
high school graphic design teacher 
describes his work as "a really nice 

composition.' 
Now the World has had a chance 

? to admire his work. His award-
winning poster has been on dis­
play at this year's North American 
International Auto Show at Cobo 
Hall in Detroit. 

"Mike has really excelled," said 
Steve Paulsen, who teaches graph­
ic design at Wayne-Westland's 

William D. Ford Career Technical 
Center. "He used a lot of abstract 
images, but they're things that 
relate to autos." 

Frank received first place in the 
lOth-grade competition for his 
poster and a $500 prize. He was 
one of three of Paulsen's students 
to win prizes. Mike Cox won a 
third place in the llth-grade com­

petition, and Kelsey Blevins was 
third in the 12th-grade competi­
tion. 

Frank's poster was a collage of 
car parts. He created a lot of the 
images himself, using Illustrator 
software; some he found on the 
Internet. 
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Police seek suspect 
in fast food robbery 

BY DARRELLCLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Westland police are investigating a din­
ner-hour robbery that a McDonald's employee 
said happened Wednesday evening outside the 
fast-food restaurant at Ford and Radcliff. 

In an unrelated robbery, police have arrest­
ed a suspect accused of robbing a taxicab 
driver in December after catching a ride from 
Ihkster to The Landings apartment complex 
in Westland, near Warren and Central City 
Parkway. 

A female McDonald's worker told police 
she had gotten into her car shortly before 
5:30 p.m. Wednesday and was preparing to 
drive to a bank to make a deposit when a lone 
¥andit approached her door, police Sgt. Steve 
Borisch said. 

"He confronted her with a handgun and 
demanded the money," Borisch said. 

No shots were fired, and the employee told 
police the robber fled to nearby Pardo Street 
in Garden City, where he got into a white 
Pontiac Grand Am that was waiting for him. 

The suspect was described as a 6-foot-3, 
heavyset black male wearing a black coat with 
a fur collar, jeans and possibly work boots. 
The victim told police the bandit appeared 
"out of shape by the way he was running," 
Borisch said. 

Anyone who has information is asked to call 
Westland police at (734) 722-9600 or (734) 
721-6311. 

In the earlier incident at The Landings, 
police have arrested 18-year-old Marcus 
Laron Terrell of Inkster with help from the 
multi-agency Metro Street Enforcement 
Team, said Westland police Sgt. Brian Miller. 

Terrell, arrested at his home, was arraigned 
Friday in 18th District Court on charges of 
armed robbery, felony firearms, conspiracy 
to commit armed robbery and assault with 
intent to rob while armed. Magistrate David 
Wiacek set a $500,000 cash bond and sched­
uled a Feb. 5 preliminary hearing to deter­
mine whether he should stand trial. A not 
guilty plea was entered for him. 

If convicted, he could face penalties ranging 
up to life in prison. 
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Sanitation authority refunds $2.2 million to communities 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Westland, Garden City and 
three other cities will share 
in a $2.2 million payout from 
a Central Wayne County 
Sanitation Authority that for­
merly oversaw a now-demol­
ished incinerator. 

The refund is expected with­
in weeks after an independent 
audit found that the CWCSA 

has more money than it now 
needs to handle remaining 
duties, such as paying certain 
bills and processing data, for 
the five communities that now 
use landfills, officials said. 

"There's not much left to 
administer anymore," Westland 
Mayor William Wild said. 

Westland will receive 
$836,000 — the largest • 
share of money — while other 
amounts will include $353,000 

for Garden City, $664,000 for 
Dearborn Heights, $217,000 
for Inkster and $166,000 for 
Wayne, Wild said. 

The money will go into the 
cities' respective sanitation 
funds, and Wild has asked for 
a city attorney's opinion on 
how the dollars can be used. 
Westland could potentially 
spend some of its share for a 
curbside recycling program 
that officials hope to start by 

spring, a project for which city 
leaders already have set aside 
$750,000. 

Wild has drawn accolades 
from officials like Westland 
City Councilwoman Cheryl 
Graunstadt, a longtime incin­
erator critic, for his watch­
dog role as a member of the 
CWCSA board. She publicly 
commended him Tuesday dur­
ing a council meeting. 

Even with the $2.2 million 

payout, Wild said the CWCSA 
still will have a $1 million fund 
balance to fulfill its duties. 

In another development, 
Wild has suggested that the 
five communities exam­
ine ways to further reduce 
CWCSA's administrative 
costs, which he said amount 
to $438,000 for the 2008-09 
budget year. He indicated that 
some of that money could be 
saved by potentially having one 

, of the cities assume the duties 
now handled by a full-time 
administrator, a part-time sec­
retary and a part-time mono-
fill-monitoring employee. 

Graunstadt indicated sup­
port for Wild's suggestion. 

"I'm very much in favor of 
closing this chapter. I see no 
point in keeping it open at this 
point," she said. 
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Oakland Brass Band 
presents concert 


