
February 15 

2009 

The Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers 

Volume 44 
Number 76 

75 CENTS 

WMBfflmm 
BSERVER 

onl ine a t hometownl i fe .com 

Win a year-ion 
movie pass to 
Emapne Theater 
See tiometownlife.com 
for details. 

U ' ^ A S 

AROUND 
TOWN 

It's not at all unusual to see snazzy 
hats, decorative T-shirts, or even 
angel wings at Westland's annual 
American Cancer Society Relay For 
life, a 24-hour walk dedicated to 
highlighting cancer awareness and 
celebrating survivorship. But when 
the City of Westland hosts the event 
on May 30-31 at Jaycee Park, there 
will be an additional, albeit unusual, 
accessory: wedding vows. 

The American Cancer Society with 
the cooperation of AMVETS Post 171 
and the City of Westland is sponsor­
ing "A Relay Wedding*' at the event. 
All that's needed is a loving couple. 

The American Cancer Society 
is accepting applications now 
through Monday, March 9, from 
couples who wish to be married by 
Westland Mayor William Wild at the 
Westland's ninth consecutive Relay 
For Life. In order to be considered, at 
least one of the potential candidates 
must be a resident of Westland and 
either a cancer patient, survivor or 
caregiver. 

In addition to receiving a "Bridal 
Bliss Basket," complete with spar­
kling apple cider, wine flutes and 
other goodies, the bride will receive 
a complimentary floral bouquet and 
may also choose to have her hair 
coiffed by a professional stylist, while 
the groom will receive a complimen­
tary tux rental. 

The Relay for Life will be held at 
Jaycee Park, Wildwood at Hunter, 
and the wedding will take place on 
the event's central stage at 6 p.m. 
Saturday, May 30. It will be followed 
by a "bubble lap" in which walkers 
are encouraged to "toast" the couple 
by blowing bubbles while walking a 
lap around the park's track. A "dol­
lar dance" will follow and all money 
collected will benefit the American 
Cancer Society. 

In keeping with the rules and regu­
lations established by the American 
Cancer Society, this is an alcohol-free 
and smoke-free event. 

The city is gearing up for the offi­
cial kickoff on Wednesday, Feb. 25, at 
the AMVETS Hall at 1217 Merriman 
Road, just south of Cherry Hill in 
Westland. Registration begins at 
6:30 p.m., the program will start at 7 
p.m. Dinner will follow. The one-hour 
party is designed to increase aware­
ness about the American Cancer 
Society Relay for Life as well as the 
American Cancer Society in general 
and is a great way for the general 
public to find out ways to get involved 
and make a difference. Applications 
for couples who wish to be married 
at relay also will be accepted at the 
kickoff. 

Couples interested in being con­
sidered can contact Holly Soranno, 
Westland's community represen­
tative, at (248) 663-3452 or by 
e-mail at Holly.Soranno@cancer. 
org. Finalists must be available for a 
sit-down interview at the American 
Cancer Society headquarters in 
Southfield. 
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A Westland man has been convict­
ed of sexually molesting his live-in 
girlfriend's 8-year-old daughter, who 
told police she was shown porno­
graphic movies and given alcohol. 

Tadario Derwin Sims, 22, was 
convicted during a trial this month 
on charges he molested the child 
while his girlfriend was hospital­
ized early last year with pregnancy 
complications involving a boy Sims 
fathered. The baby survived. 

Sims was found guilty of seven 

counts of first- and second-degree 
criminal sexual conduct by a Wayne 
County Circuit Court jury that 
returned its verdict after deliberat­
ing for part of two days. He is facing 
a minimum sentence of 25 years 
in prison, but Judge Vonda Evans 
could impose stiffer penalties when 
she announces her decision on Feb. 
25. 

Westland police Sgt. Debra 
Mathews, who investigated the case, 
welcomed the jury's verdict. 

"I definitely feel it was a just 
verdict," she said. "This man took 
advantage of an 8-year-old girl while 

her mother was in the hospital due 
to complications from pregnancy 
with a child that was his. There were 
numerous acts over several weeks." 

Sims is facing at least 25 years in 
prison because the child he molested 
was under 13 years old. The girl was 
among the witnesses who testified 
against Sims during his trial. 

Sims decided to go to trial even 
though Mathews said he made two 
videotaped confessions admitting 
what he did. 

Sims' girlfriend reported the 
crimes to police last March after 
she left the hospital and her daugh­

ter told her what had happened, 
Mathews said. Police arrested Sims 
the same day at a Westland restau­
rant. 

Sims was caring for the girl and 
her siblings in their Norwayne 
neighborhood residence while the 
mother was hospitalized. The girl­
friend now has four sons and just 
the one daughter, but Sims is the 
father of only the last-born boy. 

Prior to the incident, Sims had no 
known criminal history of criminal 
sexual conduct. 

dclem@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-2238 

Paul Cummins 
of Livonia 
shows off 
the eight-
lane Ogilvie 
Hill Climb 
Crisscross 
track that 

TOM HAWLEYI STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

interest in slot car racing 
BY SUE MASON 
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Shawn Cummins may not like the 
radio station his father Paul listens to, 
but the Oldies music fits in well with 
their revival of an activity that was the 
rage among kids more than 20 years 
ago. 

There's no roar of the engines, but 
there's plenty of racing to be had at 
their Slot Car Mania store on Wayne 
Road in Westland. From an eight-lane 
Ogilvie Hill Climb CrissCoss track to 
the 1/24 scale quarter mile drag strip, 
racers can test their reflexes against 
other "drivers" or the clock for fun and 
excitement. 

"It's really neat, every day someone 
comes in and says 'I remember doing 
this as a kid,'" said Shawn Cummins. 
"We can get their car back on the track, 
we can get those memories back." 

SIAiTYMEMS 
What: Slot Car Mania 

Where: 6527 N. Wayne Road at Hunter, 

Westland. 

Hours: 2-10 p.m. Monday-Friday, noon 

to 10 p.m. Saturday and noon to 6 p.m. 

Sunday 

Information: (734) 469-7087 or online 

at www.slotcar-mania.com 

Paul Cummins remembers going 
to different slot car race tracks with 
his sons when they were younger. But 
those places are all gone, so he and his 
son developed idea of Slot Car Mania 
in 2007 and opened their store last 
September in the shopping plaza at 
Wayne Road and Hunter in Westland. 

Located in what had been a cloth­
ing store, the two men painted it in 

bright colors, hung up checkered flags 
and moved in a. variety of parts and 
kits from companies like Great Lakes 
Slot Car, Blind Designs, Koford, JK 
Products, Sonic and Slick 7- Work on 
the shop attracted attention from pass­
ers-by who stopped to see what was 
going in the vacant building. 

"People would poke their heads in 
and say 'I remember that,'" said Paul 
Cummins, "It's word of mouth that has 
brought people in." 

That and being the only slot car race 
track in western Wayne County has 
helped build the business grow. From 
first-time visitors and regular racers 
to Scout groups and birthday parties, 
people are rediscovering slot car racing 
that was the rage in the 1960s. 

The store includes the Ogilvie track 
and drag strip as well as 1/24 scale 1/8-
mile drag strip, and six-lane oval HO 
Buck Track. Race time, including all 

tracks and a controller, is available in 
quarter, half and full hours and costs 
$6, $9 and $13, respectively. Bring 
your own wheels and it's $8 and hour 
or $20 for a full day. For families of 
four, there's a $30 deal — one hour of 
racing, all equipment and tracks. 

There are specialty nights 
— $2 bracket drag warm-ups on 
Wednesdays and 4-inch and 4 l/2-inch 
NASCAR night on Thursdays with 
the main drag nights on Friday. The 
Cumminses are looking to start a GTP 
and Formula 1 race night on Tuesdays. 

"The tracks are always open, you 
don't have to belong to an organized 
race group," Shawn Cummins said. 

"We have races through the week 
and have a lot of fans in on weekends," 
added Paul Cummins. "We've gotten 
some good customers and some good 

Please see SLOTCAR, A3 
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Humphrey named 
Westland's Police 
Officer of Year 

BY DARRELL CLEM 

• OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Westland Police Officer Brian 
Humphrey has earned a reputa­
tion as an alert officer who has 
a knack for stopping crimes in 
progress and for catching sus­
pects on the run. 

While driving a prisoner to 
Detroit with Officer David 
Zucchetto, Humphrey noticed a 
robbery happening in Dearborn 
and quickly stopped, caught 
the suspect and held him until 
Dearborn police arrived to 
arrest him. 

Another time, Humphrey 
was off duty when he noticed a 
suspect's car and spearheaded 
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COURTESYOF WESTLAND POLICE AND WLND 

Westland Police Officer of the Year Brian Humphrey stands wi th Chief James 
Ridener after receiving his award. 

the arrest of a 29-year-old man 
who posed as a fake photogra­
pher and lured a teenage girl to 
Hines Park, where he started 
to sexually assault her until she 
broke free and fled. 

His efforts earned Humphrey 

the title of Westland Police 
Officer of Year during a recent 
awards ceremony in which the 
city's men and women in blue 
honored Humphrey and others 

Please see AWARDS, A3 vf, 


