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City launches Norwayne rehab project OUR VIEWS 

On Tuesday, voters in the Wayne-Westland 
Community Schools and the Westland por
tion of the Livonia Public Schools will go 
to the polls to positions on their respective 
boards of education. 

School board trustees are elected by resi
dents and represent their interests and those 
of students in overseeing the school districts. 

Wayne-Westland 
In the Wayne-Westland Community 

Schools, 10 people are campaigning for two 
four-year terms and the remaining year of a 
four-year term. We believe residents should 
re-elect Ed Turner and Shawna Walker to 
the two four-year terms and John Goci to 
the one-year term. 

Turner is completing his 12th-year of ser
vice and continues to follow the priorities 
he set forth the first time he ran — stu
dents first, parents second and teachers and 
administrators third. He is well-versed in 
the district and has the experience needed 
to guide Wayne-Westland through these 
troubled times. 

Walker was appointed to board last 
August and has proven to be a quick study. 
She brings diversity to the school board and 
is committed to doing what's best for the 
students and the district. We also applaud 
her effort to get her Michigan Association 
of School Boards certification in just eight 
months. 

We endorse Goci for the one-year term. 
We believe he can be a link between the 
district and business community and he has 
many ideas to help raise money for the dis
trict. While he sees the one-year term as an 
opportunity to make a difference, we hope 
he will commit to a full term next year and 
not use the seat as a stepping stone to city 
government. 

Livonia Public Schools 
Two four-year terms will be filled in 

Tuesday's election in the Livonia Public 
Schools. In looking at the three candi
dates, we believe newcomers Col leen 
Burton and Roger Spence can offer a 
fresh perspective and are what's needed 
in these challenging times. 

Both Burton and Spence aren't afraid 
quest ioning board decisions and have 
done so in the past. They also have cre
ative ideas for how to solve some of the 
school district's problems. 

They are creative in their th ink ing, 
something that can help the district navi
gate these difficult t imes. Burton has 
ideas to solve problems like the feeling 
of social isolation reported by children 
moving from the district's K-4 schools to 
its larger 5-6 buildings. Spence suggests 
having students brainstorm ways the dis
trict can save on energy costs as part of a 
class j>roject before spending money on 
an outside company to do an energy audit 
of the district. 

While we believe Burton and Spence 
will have a learning curve if elected to 
the board, we also believe it won't take 
long for them to get up to speed, if elect
ed to the school board. 

We also urge people to take the time to go 
to the polls on Tuesday, May 5. Polls will be 
open 7 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

, BY DARRELLCLEM 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

An ambitious, new plan to 
spruce up the Norwayne subdivi
sion is expected to start show
ing results this summer as city 
officials move ahead with a first-
phase, rental-rehabilitation effort. 

Westland will begin spending 
$515,000 of a larger, $2.1 million 
federal grant to provide match
ing dollars for select developers 
that invest in the Norwayne area, 
roughly bounded by Palmer, 

Glenwood, Wildwood and 
Merriman. 

The first phase is expected to 
result in 25 to 30 rental units 
— either foreclosed, vacant or 
blighted — being fixed up and 
readied for low-income families, 
said Joanne Inglis, city housing 
and community development 
director. 

"If a developer fixes up an 
apartment, duplex or house, we 
believe that will encourage other 
developers to work on the same 
street," Inglis said. 

The city plans to commit the 
$515,000 within 18 months, and 
potential developers are urged to 
attend an informational meeting 
scheduled for 11 a.m. Friday, May 

, 22, at the Dorsey Community 
Center, located in the heart of 
Norwayne. 

Developers who can't make the 
meeting still may submit project 
proposals, and informational 
packets are available at the Dorsey 
Center, on Dorsey east of Venoy, 
or by calling (734) 595-0288, Ext. 
221. 

* Mayor William Wild said the 
rental-rehabilitation program 
marks a continuation of other 
efforts to spruce up Norwayne, a 
long-struggling, World War II-era 
neighborhood hard hit by foreclo
sures and abandoned properties. 

"It's a continuation of our plans 
to try to revitalize this neighbor
hood," he said. 

The program is a winning 
situation for all involved, officials 
said. City and developers split the 

Please see NORWAYNE, 1 2 

Volunteers find purpose in helping others 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER' 

Closing in on her 84th 
.birthday in June, Westland 
resident Eleanore Walsh has 
learned it's never too late to 
teach her daughter a thing or 
two. 

Walsh and her 66-year-old 
daughter, Eleanor Addison, , 
share more than the first 
seven letters of their first 
name. They share a love of 
volunteering their time at 
Westland's senior citizen 
Friendship Center, and they 
also help distribute food to 
low-income people at the city's 
Dorsey Community Center 
and the Salvation Army. 

"It gets me out, and it's 
something I want to do," 
Walsh said. 

Like mother, like daughter. 
"I feel a lot- better about 

myself because I really feel 
like I'm helping somebody," 
Addison said. 

They were among 160 
seniors who gathered 
Wednesday for a volunteer 

. recognition luncheon inside 
the Friendship Center, 

Please see VOLUNTEERS, A3 . 
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Eleanor Addison ( le f t ) and many other senior citizen volunteers arr ive for a luncheon in their honor Wednesday at the.city's 
Friendship Center. Greeting Addison is senior Director Barbara Schimme! Marcum. -

Detroit man pleads guilty to drug thefts 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A Detroit man is facing more 
than six years in prison for bran
dishing a pistol and robbing a 
Westland pharmacy of more 
than 7,000 doses of prescription 
drugs. 

Michael Henry Guerin, 53, is 
scheduled for a May 13 sentencing 
in Wayne County Circuit Court 
after he pleaded guilty Tuesday to 
armed robbery, felony firearm and 
three felony drug charges. 

Guerin seized thousands of 
doses of OxyContin, Ritalin and 
morphine from the Rite Aid phar
macy at Ford and Wayne roads 

shortly after 10:30 p.m. Oct. 16, 
police Sgt. Steve Borisch has said. 
No shots were fired. 

Under the terms of a plea agree
ment, Guerin is to receive 51 
months in prison for the robbery 
and drug charges, plus an addi
tional two years for the felony fire
arm count. His formal sentencing 
has been set for May 13 by Wayne 
County Circuit Judge Deborah 
Thomas. 

"We're happy with the case 
being solved, we're happy with a 
conviction, and we're happy that 
he's going to prison," said police 
Lt. Dan Karrick, who is in charge 
of the Westland detective bureau. 

Moreover, Karrick commended 

an investigation, spearheaded by 
Borisch, that led to an arrest in a 
case that nearly went unsolved. 

"It was through his tenacity that 
the case got solved," Karrick said.. 
"It was a good job by him." 

Guerin was charged in January, 
three months after the rob
ber)' occurred. Police obtained 
and released a suspect photo to 
the media and received a tip. 
Borisch's subsequent investiga
tion helped lead the multi-agency 
Metro Street Enforcement Team 
to Guerin's home, where a search 
warrant was executed. 

Police seized some of the pre
scription drugs, while others 
already had been sold, Borisch 

said. 
Guerin had been ordered in 

January to stand trial during a 
preliminary hearing in front of 
Westland 18th District Judge 
Mark McConnell, who at that 
time continued a $5 million cash 
bond that had been set earlier 
by now-retired Judge C. Charles 
Bokos. 

Bokos had set a high bond, say
ing he considered Guerin a threat 
to the community because of the 
drugs he was accused of seiz
ing during the Rite Aid robbery. 
Guerin also was considered a 
habitual offender. 
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Westland man faces trial on theft charges 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A Westland man will face 
trial on charges he seized 
money from two local busi
nesses before he was captured 
by police officers who accused 
him of fleeing from a third, 
vacant store. 

Michael Scott Herndon, 
47, is facing trial in Wayne 
County Circuit Court after 
he waived his preliminary 
hearing Thursday in front of 
Westland 18th District Judge 
Mark McConnell — a move 
that averted pretrial testimony. 

Herndon is accused of 
robbing an ACO Hardware 
store, grabbing money from a 
Dunkin Donuts cash register 
and breaking into a now-
closed Dollar Palace — all on 
the city's south side. 

Herndon, charged as a 

fourth-degree habitual offend
er, remains jailed with a $1 
million cash bond as he now 
awaits the outcome of his case 
in circuit court. 

Westland police Sgt. Todd 
Adams has said that an inves
tigation led to charges against 
Herndon for three incidents. 

The first occurred around 
7:30 p.m. April 9 at the ACO 
Hardware store at Wayne and 
Glenwood. Herndon is accused 
of bringing candy to the cash 
register, shoving a worker 
when the drawer was opened 
and taking money from the 
drawer. He is charged with 
unarmed robbery for that inci
dent. 

The second incident hap
pened about 3 a.m. April 13 at 
the Dunkin Donuts on Wayne 
north of Palmer. Herndon is 
accused of a felony larceny 
charge amid allegations he 

demanded money from an 
employee, learned across the 
counter and seized money 
from the cash register, Adams 
has said. 

The last incident happened 
around 2:10 a.m. April 20 
at the former Dollar Palace 
on Wayne near Glenwood. A 
witness called police about 
a break-in, and Herndon is 
accused of being caught by 
officers as he was trying to 
climb over a brick wall behind 
the building, Adams said. 

The most serious charge 
against Herndon is unarmed 
robbery, which carries penal 
ties ranging up to 15 years 
in prison. However, he could 
face a lengthier sentence, if 
convicted, because he has 
been charged as a habitual 
offender. 
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Choose any two services below: 

Reflexology Foot Massage • Vita Manicure 
Re-Vita-lize. Facial • Neek/Back/Shoulders Massage 


