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Celebrate senior life at the sixth annual 
. Senior Expo 9 am. to 3 p.m. Tuesday, May 
19 in the VisTaTech Center at Schoolcraft 
College. More than 60 exhibitors, demonstra
tions, music and educational programs will 
be offered throughout the day. Free admis
sion and free parking are available. The event 
is presented by The Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers, Schoolcraft College, Caribou 
Coffee, V98.7Smooth Jazz Radio and AM 
580 Motor City Favorites. Look for the Senior 
Expo special supplement inside Thursday's 
Observer. 

Our technical support staffis working 
diligently to resolve phone problems experi
enced by many callers at various times over 
thelastfew weeks. If you call during one of 
these times, you may leave a voicemail mes
sage or go to hometownlife.com and click on 
Customer Service. If you would like a return 
call, please note that in the email or voicemail 
and we will call you back or handle your 
request. We apologize for the inconvenience 
and appreciate your patience during this time. 

Candidates who want to get their names 
on this year's ballot for Westland city elections 
are facing a 4 p.m. Tuesday deadline. 

Voters this year will fill the position of 
mayor and four City Council members. 

Mayor William Wild already has filed 
his nominating petitions to seek election to 
a four-year term. The seats of four council 
members — Cheryl Graunstadt, Charles 
Pickering, Dewey Reeves and Robert 
Stottlemyer — also will be on the ballot. 

Graunstadt and. Stottlemyerhave con-. 
firmed that they do not plan to seek re-elec
tion, meaning mat voters will elect at least 
two new council members. 

A Westland church has gone where no 
church has gone before — entering a video 
in a YouTube video contest sponsored by 
creators of an iPhone application that plays 
different sounds of flatulence. 

With a top prize of $5,000, Ekklesia, a 
new church in Westland, is using humor 
in its video — "Did Jesus Fart?" — to show 
that Jesus was God, but he was human as 
well, according to pastor Chris Lambert. The 
church is "using the same strategy the Apostle 
Paul used when he arrived in Athens" with its 
video entry. 

A 99-cent novelty iPhone application that 
plays a wide variety of the sounds the name 
implies, it's one of the most popular iPhone 
apps in the world. Its creators are holding a 
YouTube video contest to see who will gener
ate the best 30-60-second IFartrnercial" for 
thecompany. 

Videos were judged on creativity, humor 
and mass appeal. Qualified entries were post
ed on a new video contest blog, where they are 
being judged, rated and commented on. 

Founded in 2008, Ekklesia is an inter
denominational church with a the vision of 
"enjoying God, loving people, making dis
ciples, and serving the world." The church is 
located at 34-645 Cowan, east ofWayne Road. 
For more information, visit its Web site at 
www.ekklesiadetroit.com. 

Library adds hours to meet patrons1 needs 
BYDARRELLCUM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Faced with job losses, foreclo
sures and other economic woes, 
Westland public library patrons are 
increasingly turning to the city's 
information hub for help, officials 
said. 

"It's really overwhelming to see 
how much people need the library 
right now," Director Cheryl Napsha 
said. 

Many mornings, patrons are 
waiting outside for the doors to 
open so they can use the 42 public 
computers to look for jobs, fill out 
unemployment claims, work on 
resumes and attend to personal 
business like handling foreclosure 
issues, she said. , 

Competition can be fierce to use 
the computers. That, too, can be 
frustrating for people filling out 
personal documents they need to 
file with potential employers or 

government offices, Napsha said. 
Patrons have a 60-minute time 

limit but can use the computers 
three times in any given day. 

"At certain times of day there is 
a wait to get on a computer," she 
said. 

In hopes of easing the crunch, 
Napsha has announced that, even 
as the library battles its own budget 
constraints, the facility will add 10 
more hours to its Monday through 
Saturday lineup starting June 1. 

The library will open at 9 a.m. 
rather than 10 a.m. on those days 
and stay open an additional four 
hours on Thursday evenings. That 
means the new hours will be 9 
a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday through 
Thursday and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Friday and Saturday. 

Sunday hours still will be noon 
to 5 p.m. until after Memorial Day, 
when the library will begin closing 

Please see LIBRARY, A2 
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Madison Johnson, 5, of Westland peaks out from the bars at the Play Planet play structure at Tattan Park. 

Planet has space to play 
BY DARRELL CLEM 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

' Canton mother Rania Lowe only had to travel the 
distance to Westland to show her three children a new, 
amazing planet. 

Judging by their smiles and laughter, they loved it. 
Lowe brought daughter Zoey, 8, and sons Zack, 

6, and Dominic, 3, to Tattan Park for the first time 
Monday to let them explore Play Planet, a sprawling, 
space-age themed structure billed as one of the largest 
of its kind in the nation. 

While Dominic enjoyed the swings, Zoey and Zack 
stood on a tilted, steel apparatus that let them grasp 
onto poles and use their body weight to spin themselves 
around. 

They took time to share their thoughts about Play 
Planet, a nearly 25,000-square-foot structure built 
southwest of Carlson and Ford last fall by city workers, 
community volunteers and hired contractors. 

"I like to go down the slides," Zack said. • 
"There's lots of fun stuff to do," Zoey said. 
Lowe complimented the setting for Play Planet, say

ing it had convenient parking and was located in an 
area that had nearby greenery. 

"It's a great play structure," she said, "and we've been 
to many play structures." 

Not far away, Ron and Amanda Wollschlager enjoyed 

Gwen Michalec, 5, plays on a slide at Westland's Play Planet. 
Waiting their turn are twin sister Abbey and brother Max, both 7. 

the warm, spring day with son Kaden, who will be 2 in 
June. 

"I think it's great," the mother said. "It's really big, so 
Kaden has to nave help on some of the slides." 

The Wollschlagers had settled on a smaller slide more 
to Kaden's liking. 

Ron Wollschlager said the family already had visited 
Play Planet four times this season. On Monday after
noon, they had plenty of room to enjoy themselves, but 
that's not true some days, particularly weekends when 
children swarm the city's newest play structure. 

"Saturdays are just crazy," Ron Wollschlager said. 

dclem@hometownlife.com I (313) 222-2238 

Sign, sign, 
everywhere 
a sign 

BY DARRELL CLEM 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER. 

Local businesses struggling 
to lure customers amid the eco
nomic recession are battling yet 
another problem — competitors 
who advertise by placing hun
dreds of illegal signs along city 
roadways. 

Gary Dillon, owner of Dillon's 
Jewelers on Wayne -Road near 
Avondale, became so upset that 
last weekend he took down 
some 100 illegal signs, including 
some by out-of-town gold-party 
hosts that he said are muscling 
in on law-abiding businesses 
like his. 

"I look at this guy almost 
as a robber," Dillon told the 
Observer. • --

Dillon brought the illegal 
signs he gathered to a Westland 
City Council meeting on 
Monday, tossing them in a heap 
on the floor and imploring city 
officials to address the problem. 

While asking for help, Dillon 
reminded city officials that he 
paid $21,000 in property taxes 
last year and donated addition
al money to local organizations 
like youth athletic groups. 

"I can't put these (illegal) 
signs up," Dillon said, adding 
that law-breakers shouldn't be 
tolerated, either. 

City officials acknowledged 
that illegal signs have created 
blight conditions and led to an 
unfair advertising edge against 
legitimate, taxpaying business
es. Mayor William Wild said the 
culprits often wait to erect their 
signs after the city's ordinance 
officers have finished their work 
week. 

"Right now the biggest 
problem we have is Saturdays 
and Sundays," Wild said, in 
response to Dillon's concerns. 

Dillon asked city officials to 
try to track down the offend
ers and issue tickets, which can 
lead to misdemeanor penalties 
ranging up to 90 days in jail 
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Wayne Masonic Lodge: 'Share the Secret' 

GANNETT 
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BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Richard Ruhland and mem
bers of the Wayne Masonic 
Lodge 112 have decided to bor
row a page from Dan Brown's 
The Da Vinci Code. They're want 
to "Share the Secret," although 
Ruhland is quick to point out 
that freemasonry really isn't "a 
secret society." 

"We're a private society or 
moreover a fraternity of men. We 
go about our business without a 
lot of hoopla," said the Garden 
City resident. "We do a lot of 
community work. We just do it 
and it gets done." 

The Wayne lodge has 788 
members who come from Wayne, 
Westland, Garden City, Canton 
and many other communities 
including as far away as Monroe. 
They have toiled quietly, provid
ing food baskets two to three 

SiSQiCENTENNIAL 
What: 150th anniversary of Wayne 
Masonic Lodge No. 112 
When: Saturday, June 27 
Where: At the lodge at 37137 
Palmer, east of Newburgh, Westland 
What: There will be an open house 
from 10 a.m. to'noon, light lunch 
served from noon to 1:30, a rededi-
catio.n by the Grand Master and 

times a year to needy families. 
They have given 23,282 hours, 
the third highest in the state to 
the Michigan, to the Masons' 
Beacon Project, helping elemen
tary teachers facilitate reading. 
Roosevelt School in Wayne is just 
one area school that has benefit
ted from their work. 

The lodge also has given 
countless hours to the Masons' 
Michigan Child Identification 

Grand Lodge officers of the lodge 
at 2 p.m. and the burial of a time 
capsuled The lodge also is planning 
to bury a time capsule, containing 
items donated by members. The 
public is invited "to attend. 
Information: Call the lodge at (734) 
721-7950 or visit www.waynelodge112. 
org. 

Program since 2005, providing 
parents with packets containing 
everything they would need, if 
their child turned up missing. 
Some 1,400 children in the area 
alone have passed through the 
program, which has covered 
all of the elementary schools in 
Garden City and is now start
ing to service Wayne-Westland 
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