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Most of us have medications 
that we no longer take, are old, 
have expired, or were used by 
someone who died. And usual
ly they're disposed of by flush
ing them down the toilet or a 
drain. Although that method 
of disposal prevents immedi
ate accidental ingestion, it can 
cause contamination in the 
aquatic environment. 

To avoid such unwanted pol
lution, the Westiand senior 
Friendship Center is hosting 
a Drug Disposal Day noon to 
4 p.m. Friday, June 12. Just 
bring your expired or unused 
medications to the back park
ing lot of the Friendship 
Center at 1119 N. Newburgh, 
between Marquette and Ford 
roads. 

The Westiand Police 
Department will be oh hand 
to properly dispose of medica
tions to prevent them from 
being flushed down the toilet 
and ending up in the water 
supply. 

TAe tune lo say thank you to 
the troops on Sunday, June 14. 

The Westiand Jaycees are 
inviting shoppers to stop by 
the East Court of the Westiand 
Shopping Center 11 a.m. to 6 
p.m. to sign thank you cards 
for the soldiers to let the troops 
know that we appreciate the 
hard work and sacrifices they; 
have made. 

The Westiand Jaycees started 
the event three years ago, and 
the response from the com
munity has been outstanding. 
They're hoping to get at least 
500 cards to send to the troops. 
The organization will provide 
blank memo cards and thank 
you cards for people to sign. 
There also will be pictures for 
children to color as well as a few 
T-shirts that can be signed, too. 
It also will cover the postage. 

People who want to donate 
blank cards or turn in signed 
cards before June 14 can drop 
them off at the mall's Customer 
Service booth outside of Macy's. 

For more information, call 
the Jaycee hotline at (734) 226-
0400 or visit the organization's 
Web page at www.westlandjay-
cees.org. 

The Westiand Historical 
Commission will host a yard 
sale 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
June 13, at the Westiand 
Historic Village Park on Wayne 
Road, north of Cherry Hill. 
Items for sale include two pot
belly stoves, vintage wooden 
doors, miscellaneous furniture 
and more. 

W-W cuts spending, maintains programs 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER. 

The Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools won't be spending as much 
in the new budget year as it has this 
year. The purchase of replacement 
school buses, library books, text
books and some technology replace
ment has been reduced as the dis
trict grapples with dwindling state 
and federal revenue. 

"The revenue is at the lowest level 
it's been since 2000-01; we're acting 

to address the situation," said Gary 
Martin, deputy superintendent of 
administrative and business ser
vices. "This is really a tough time for 
education." 

The 2009-10 budget, presented 
to the school board Monday eve
ning, projected that the district will 
take in $111.6 million in revenue 
and use $7 million of its $9 million 
fund equity to cover $118.6 mil
lion in expenses. The $2 million is 
the lowest fund equity the district 
has had since 1994-95, when it was 

plunged into deficit with the advent 
of Proposal A. The district was $1.9 
million in the hole that year and was 
able to build up to a $3.1 million sur
plus in 1995-96. 

Martin estimates the district will 
receive 79-4 percent of its revenue, 
$88.7 million, from the state, down 
from $91.5 million during the cur
rent budget year. He is projecting 
that the per-pupil foundation allow
ance of $7,957 will remain flat at 
best and could be cut by executive 
order, if there continues to be a 

reduction in state revenue collec
tions. 

Property taxes will provide 16.9 
percent ($18.8 million) of revenue, 
while 3.7 percent ($2.5 million) will 
come in large part from the interme
diate school district. 

Cost containment will save the 
district $2.2 million. However, the 
district anticipates salary increases 
around 1.5 percent, a modest 
increase of 0.4 percent to 16.94 

Please see BUDGET, A 3 

PHOTOS BY STEVE CANTRELL | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER 

Graduation Day 
Meleni Maksuti (above) gives a big hug to fellow graduate Rajah Ismail as seniors prepare for the 
start of John Glenn High School's commencement Saturday morning. More than 4 0 0 students 
received diplomas. For more photos and a list of graduate, see page A2. You'll find more photos in 
our gaileries on the Westiand home page at www.hometownlife.com. Wayne Memorial High School 
graduate Brittanie Simmons (below) gives a shout out during commencement ceremonies. Photos 
and a list of Wayne Memorial graduates will appear in the Sunday issue of the Observer. 
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E-newsletters deliver hometown vie e-mail 

6 63174 1000? 8 

Starting Sunday, June 14, 
readers will have a great way 
to stay plugged in to their 
hometown news. The Observer 
Ss? Eccentric and Hometown 
Newspapers will debut Today's 
Headlines, a free electronic 
newsletter that will automati
cally send the latest news via 
e-mail to anyone who signs up at 
hometownlifexom. 

"This is something we've 
wanted to do for a long time," 
said Executive Editor Susan 
Rosiek. "People are very busy 
these days, but the demand for 
local news is high. This will 
make it easy for readers and 
advertisers to stay connected to 
local news that matters." 

Starting Sunday, readers will 
be able click on the E-newslet
ters tab at the top left of our Web 
site, Hometownlifexom, to sign 
up. Provide your e-mail address 
and you will soon be receiving all 

the latest news from your com
munity. If 1-96, 1-275 or 1-696 
is shut down due to a rollover 
accident and you signed up for 
our Breaking News E-newsletter, 
there is a good chance you'll be 
able to avoid that traffic jam just 
by checking your e-mail. 

E-newsletters for all local 
publications will be available 
as well as special editions for 
breaking news, entertainment 
news and local business news. 

E-newsletter subscriber contact 
information will be kept private 
so there is no need to worry that 
signing up will lead to a bar
rage of third-party sales calls 
or unwanted offers clogging up 
your e-mail inbox. 

The Observer Newspaper edi
tions - Livonia, Farmington, 
Plymouth, Canton, Redford, 
Westiand and Garden City - will 
offer E-newsletters on Thursday 
and Sunday. 

The Hometown Newspapers 
- Northville Record, Novi 
News, South Lyon Herald and 
Milford Times - will offer E-
newsletters on Thursday and 
the Birmingham and South 
Oakland Eccentric newspap'-i •« 
will offer them on Sunday. 

The local Business and loci! 
entertainment newsletters w '1! 
come out once a week. 

Panel aims for complete 
count in 2010 census 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

It's expected that about 70 
percent of Westiand residents 
will complete and return their 
2010 census forms when they 
arrive without any additional 
prodding. It's that other 30 
percent that city officials want 
to make sure are counted. 

The first step in that process 
is the formation of a Complete 
Count Committee which will 
have an organizational meet
ing 10 a.m. Tuesday in the 
Westiand City Council cham
bers. 

"Basically, we're looking at 
the stakeholders, community 
leaders, government people - — 
and others to take a leadership 
role," said Westiand Planning 

Director Bruce Thompson, 
who is chairing the CCC. "The 
first meeting will be to get 
everyone started and try to 
form subcommittees to focus 
on those groups not likely to 
fill out the census." 

Invitations have been 
extended to groups, such as 
local churches, the Salvation 
Army, Westiand Civitans and 
the Westiand Rotary. 

"We'll let them come up 
with ideas. We're not focus
ing on the average family in 
Westiand — 70 percent of 
them will return the forms," 
said Thompson. "We need to. 
focus on the homeless, tran
sients or immigrants who 
aren't ap to speed &a what-the-

Please see CENSUS, A 3 

City officials tout 
Westiand at convention 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When it comes to attracting 
business development to the 
community, Westiand officials 
aren't afraid to take their show 
on the road. 

Council President James 
Godbout, Economic 
Development Director Lori 
Fodale and Deputy Mayor 
Jade Smith, who was city con
troller at the time, recently 
spent four days in Las Vegas 
at the International Council 
of Shopping Centers annual 
retail convention. 

"This was my second time 
and the team approach 
worked better than one per
son," said Fodale, who had 
attended the convention solo 
previously. 

The convention provided 

Westiand officials with a chance 
to promote the city directly 
with developers using a flash 
drive with information about 
the former Sam's Club and 
Best Buy sites on Central City 
Parkway — Best Buy vacated 
that site to relocate further east 
at the corner of Wayne Road 
— Ford 2020, the conceptual 
design master plan for potential 
improvements and development 
along Ford between Wayne 
Road and Central City Parkway; 
and marketing information 
about Westiand, including 
demographic data. 

"We met with some of the 
owners of big box properties. 
We got a lot of information. -
We should see a lot of benefit, 
if it pans out like I expect," 
said Fodale. 

Please see CONVENTION, A3 
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