
SUNDAY 
July 26r 

The Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers 

Volume 45 
Number 18 

75 CENTS 

Itelwpi i f f fejiva! starts $&&*,< $?'•• 

BSERVER 
online at hometownlifexom 

t§ 

I«a4;fc:i. 
Couples who work together mate it work out 
Neighbors, B6 

AROUND 
TOWN 

A 
111 i 
The margin was narrow as Westland 

firefighters edged ahead of Westland 
police in the recent Battle of the Badges . 
blood drive, but some members of the 
police department apparently didn't take 
the loss well. 

As a result, fire Capt. John Adams had 
a presentation for police Chief James 
Ridener at the council meeting last week. 

"I would like to present Chief Ridener 
with the Golden Blood Bank Award, but 
I can't — the police department lost by a 
slim margin," said Adams. "I will present 
him with a set of wine glasses with the fire 
department logo." 

Ridener was not among the grumblers, 
Adams noted as he presented the glasses. 

"They (the glasses) will come in handy 
when we stop for dinner at the fire sta
tion," said -Ridener. "While they are in the 
station sitting in a La-Z-Boy, we are out on 
patrol keeping the city safe." « 

During the American Red Cross blood 
drive, donors designate support for police 
or firefighters. At the most recent blood 
drive, firefighters received support from 
17 donors while 16 donors designated the 
police department. 

"The fire department keeps the count 
and we always lose by one," noted Ridener. 

A Battle of the Badges rematch has been 
scheduled for 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesday, 
Sept. 22, at the Bailey Center. Walk-ins are 
welcome. 

The League of Women Voters of 
Northwest Wayne County has prepared 
a nonpartisan Voter Guide for the Aug. 4 
Westland City Council primary election. 

All but one of the nine council candi-
dates.participatedbysabmitting respons
es to the league's questions. The Voter 
Guide can be found on the league's Web 
site at www.lwvnww.org. 

The League of Women Voters is a 
trusted source of nonpartisan candidate 
information, and the Voter Guide provides 
an easy vehicle for the voters to compare 
the candidates before the Aug. 4 election. 

The League of Women Voters is a non
partisan organization whose purpose is to 
promote political responsibility through 
informed and active participation of citi
zens in government. It never supports or 
opposes any candidate or political party. 

It's a 10-year-old's dream come true, a 
chance to see the Jonas Brothers in con
cert. 

And that's just what Katrina Stebbins 
got after her mom, Diane, won two tickets 
to see the popular American boy band 
in concert this evening at the 7 p.m. this 
evening (Sunday) at the Palace of Auburn 
Hills. Katrina was very excited about 
attending the concert. Diane Stebbins is 
a Department of Defense employee who 
works in Okinawa, Japan but brings her 
family including Katrina to spend the 
summer in Westland with Diane's mother. 

Stebbins was among 140 people 
who entered the Observer & Eccentric 
Newspapers' Jonas Brothers contest Also 
winning tickets was 18-year-old Sarah 
Weber of Livonia. 

res cited for selling alcohol to minors 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Of 66 stores recently visited for 
compliance checks, only six were cited 
for selling alcohol to an underage 
decoy. 

Officers in Westland, Garden City 
and Wayne had conducted the checks 
in May and June as Youth Alcohol 
Enforcement Teams funded through 
a federal Office of Highway Safety 
Planning grant administered by 
Wayne County. 

"Our goal isn't to hope that the 
stores are selling to minors. We want 

compliance," said Westland police 
Sgt. Ron Kroll, who obtained the 
grant funding and serves as program 
coordinator. "If a store says no to our 
volunteer, I go in and thank them. 
It's public relations. We're looking for 
compliance, so we want the stores to 
know we are out there." 

If the volunteer — an 18-year-old 
instructed to try to buy alcohol and 
show their identification, if requested 
— does make a purchase, officers 
issue citations to the employee 
and business, along with notice * 
to the Michigan Liquor Control 
Commission. 

Due to scheduling difficulties, 
Kroll said the three departments 
didn't coordinate scheduling of their 
enforcements as closer/ as last year. 

The Youth Alcohol Enforcement 
Teams also dispersed 13 parties with 
underage drinking, issued 17 citations 
for minors in possession of alcohol and 
one ticket to a party host for provid
ing alcohol to minors. There also were 
misdemeanor arrests and three tickets 
were issued for open intoxicants. 

Incidental to the enforcement 
efforts were two drunken driving 
arrests, two drug arrests, one sus
pended license citation and five other 

traffic-related citations. 
This is the third year Westland 

has had a summer Youth Alcohol 
Enforcement Team and the second 
year for Garden City and Wayne. 

"The best thing we've done is the 
compliance checks. I'm not afraid to 
let them (store owners) know about 
it," Kroll said. 

Every store in the three cities that 
sells alcohol can expect to have a visit 
from the Youth Alcohol Enforcement 
Team, which will continue through 
Aug. 22. 
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Patrick Steffes of Westland joins other gamers in playing online to help the Gamers Outreach Foundation. 

Game on: Video event helps sick kids 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRrTER 

The floor of Skateland West 
looked more like a computer show 
than a roller rink, with close to 300 
people from around the country 
playing games to raise money for 
a project that will put video gam
ing within reach of sick children at 
Mott Children's Hospital in Ann 
Arbor. 

The Gamers 4 Giving Summer 
LAN went nonstop from 4 p.m. July 
17 through to 10 a.m. July 19 and 
raised more than $5,000 for the 
Gamer's Outreach Foundation. The 

money will be used to build gam
ing kiosks that can be wheeled to a 
child's beside. 

"It's just to test out the building to 
see if it can support the event," Dave 
"Wild Card" Mayne of Redford said. 
"Next time, it'll be double in size." 

"Every year, Gamers 4 Giving 
holds a big fund-raising event, 
usually in February or March at 
EMU," said Zack Wigal of Milan, 
who started the Gamers Outreach 
Foundation. "The Skateland owners 
contacted us and said they had this 
venue,*so we're trying it out with a 

Piease see GAMERS, A3 

Justin Slanec 
of Garden City 
shows off the 
prototype -
of a kiosk 
that Gamers 
Outreach 
Foundation 
wants to build 
for children at 
Mott Children's 
Hospital in Ann 
Arbor. 
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The following are profiles 
of two more of the nine 
candidates for city coun

cil in the 
Tuesday, 
Aug. 4, pri
mary elec
tion. Voters 
will decide 
which 
eight will 

advance to the November 
general election, when 
four terms - three four-
year and one two-year 
- will be filled. Vying for a 
spot are Christine Cicirelli 
Bryant, Hal Dunn, Sam 
Durante, Janet Frederick-
Wilson, Adam Hammons, 
Meriem Kadi, Kenneth 
Mehl, Dewey Reeves and 
Mark Rodriguez. 

Mehl: Will represent residents' interests U S S g g J Q f f g , G & P 
Why are you seeking a 
position on Westland 
City Council? 

I am seeking 
a position on the 
Westland City 
Council because 
I feel in these 
serious detrimental 

* economic times my 
knowledge and experience will be 

helpful in keeping Westland solvent 
and avoid future financial problems. 
The citizens of Westland need to 
have their best interests represented 
and I feel that I very qualified to do 
that. 
What qualities or skills do you believe you 
would bring to the council, if elected? 

My past experience on the 
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Please see MEHL, A2 

Reeves: Will listen and speak for people 
Why are you seeking a 
position on Westland 
City Council? 

I am seeking 
re-election to the 
Westland City 
Council. l ama 
councilman who 
listens to and speaks 
for the citizens of our 

city. 
What qualities or skills do you 
believe you would bring to the 
council, if elected? 

I have over three years of experience 
and have assisted in balancing 
the city's budgets and providing 
continuing service to the residents 

Reeves 
Please see REEVES, kt 


