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Ur, 
Keith's Muffler and Brakes is holding 

its ninth annual Mustangs, Mufflers 
and Motorcycles Car and Bike Show 
to benefit breast cancer efforts 10 a.m. 
to 5 p.m. Sunday, Sept. 6, at the The 
Coliseum, 34250 Ford at Wildwood. 

Free food and tons of raffle prizes 
will be available during this fund-raiser, 
including gift baskets, coolers, gift cer
tificates to restaurants, hair salons and 
tattoo parlors. The grand prizes will be 
a 1967 Harley-Davidson golf cart and 
"Willy's Ride" pit bike. Entertainment 
will be provided by DJ Holloway. 

"For the past nine years we have held 
this fund-raiser and 100 percent of the 
proceeds go to benefit breast cancer 
awareness," said Keith's Muffler and 
Brakes owner Keith Dahlka. "Over the 
last eight years we have raised more 
than $53,000 for the American Cancer 
Society. 

"It's unbelievable how many people 
turn out for this event. We are expecting 
almost 300 classic cars and bikes. We 
are very grateful to everyone who sup
ports this show." 

Lftl f i r 
The Westland Jaycees and the 

Westland Rotary Club have partnered 
up to host a blood drive 10:30 a.m. 
to 4:30 p.m. Friday, Sept 4, at the 
Bailey Recreation Center, 36551 Ford, 
Westland. 

Donors must be at least 17 years old to 
donate. Those who are age 21 and older 
will be entered to win a 20-month lease 
on a 2010 Mercury Milan and donors 
age 17 and older will be entered to win 
four Cedar Point tickets plus a $50 gas 
card. Everyone will receive a free T-shirt 
from the American Red Cross. 

To sign up for an blood donation 
appointment, call Mary McGaw at (734) 
748-8515. 

The city of Westland will remember 
those who died on Sept. 11,2001, with 
a memorial service at 11 a.m. Sunday, 
Sept. 13. 

The service will be conducted by St. 
Matthew Lutheran Church and School 
and will be held on the south steps of 
Westland City Hall, 36601 Ford. 

This marks the sixth year for the 
service, which remembers those who 
perished due to the terrorist attacks on 
the World Trade Center and Pentagon 
as well as honors those who continue to 
serve and protect our community. 

"This is the community's opportunity 
to pay respect to our country's first 
responders and to honor the bravery 
they demonstrate," said Westland 
Mayor William Wild. "We want to show 
respect to the families and victims to 
know they will not be forgotten." 

Pastor Kurt E. Lambart of St. 
Matthew Lutheran Church in Westland 
will preside over the memorial service, 
which will include performances by the 
St. Matthew Jubilee and Cherub Choirs 
as well as the Lutheran High School 
Westland Choir. 

Prayers for justice were source of 
support for murder victim's family 

Laci Green 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

It took more than a year for Laci 
Green's former boyfriend to be tried 
and convicted of murdering the 
Westland nursing student. 

Throughout that time, Edward 
and Barbara Green relied on prayer 
and faith as they sought justice for 
their 22-year old daughter. 

"The whole experience has been 
an overwhelming burden. We 
prayed everyday for justice for 
Laci and God came through," said 
Edward Green. "There is a sense of 
relief that justice has been served. 
But the loss of our daughter is a bur
den to us. You hear parents say their 
child was an angel and special. You 
think that's parents and take it with 
a grain of salt. Other people say it 

about Laci — she touched so many 
lives." 

Having twice rejected plea bar
gains and waiving his right to a 
jury trial, Robert James-the-First 
Howard, 26, of Dearborn Heights 
was convicted of first-degree mur
der after a two-day bench trial 
before Wayne County Circuit Court 
Judge Michael Hathaway. 

Since the Greens' top wish — hav

ing their daughter back — was 
impossible, Edward Green said 
the best outcome he hoped for was 
someone being held accountable for. 
Laci's murder. 

Scheduled to be sentenced to 
life in prison without parole on 
Wednesday, Sept. 16, Howard has 
been incarcerated since his arrest 

Please see FAMILY, A2 

Cousins stress fresh at new restaura 
ZACX'S SHACK 
What: Zack's Shack, featur
ing American, Southwestern and 
Mediterranean with dine-in, take-out 
or home delivery. 
Where: 8301N. Wayne Road, Westland 
Hours: 10 a.m. to 9 p.m. Monday 
through Saturday and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Sunday 
Informat ion: (734) 469-2478 

BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The state of the economy in 
Michigan is cause for concern, but 
Eddie Sarrage and his cousin, Zack 
Mahayne, believe their new restau
rant will succeed because it offers 
quality food at fast food prices. 

The two Canton men have opened 
Zack's Shack, a 55-seat restaurant 
in Westland's north end that fea
tures American, Southwest and 
Mediterranean foods. 

"I want to try and grown and do 
what I can to make it grow," said 
Sarrage. "We have big dreams. This is 
a personal test. If we can get it off the 
ground, we can do another place." 

According to Sarrage, the food 
selection is a reflection of "where we 
grew up, where we lived and what 
we ate." A Caesar salad shares space 
with a taco salad, fattoush and tab-
bouleh under salads and the choices 
include Philly cheese steak, falafel 
wrap and Chicken Twister under 
sandwiches. 
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Eddie Sarrage shows off Zack Shack's Philly cheese steak that he says is as close as it gets to the real Philadelphia style sandwich. 

Along with a selection of ham
burgers and paninis, there's also a 
Southwest platter with quesadilla, 
taquitos, tacos and nachos and a 
Mediterranean plater with falafel, 
grape leaves, kafta, tabbouleh and 

hummus on a bed of rice. The latter Famous Chili, 
is the most expensive item on the The emphasis, according to 
menu at $9.99 but is large enough to Sarrage, is on fresh. Most of the food, 
"fill up two people," Sarrage said. is fresh and made in-house. The juice 

And Mahayne has contributed his = 
recipe for chili, aptly named Zack's Please see RESTAURANT, A2 

Woman sentenced to prison for placing baby in trash bag 
A Westland woman has been 

sentenced to five to 15 years in 
prison for placing her newborn 
baby boy in a trash bag and plac
ing him in her parents' garage. 

Valeeka Gartell, 28, had entered 
a guilty plea to first-degree child 
abuse while mentally ill before 
Wayne County Circuit Court Judge 
Richard Skutt after being found 
mentally competent. 

Gartrell chose to accept a plea 
agreement rather than try an 
insanity defense and face trial on 
a more serious charge of assault 
with intent to murder, which could 
have brought penalties up to life in 
prison. 

Gartrell gave birth April 23, 
2007, in her parents' house. Family 
members noticed she was bleeding, 
but didn't realize she had deliv

ered the" baby boy until they took 
her to St. Mary Mercy Hospital in 
Livonia. They returned home and 
found the newborn alive in the 
garage. 

Free on bond and staying with 
a cousin since shortly after the 
incident, Gartrell had originally 
entered the plea in March and 
was scheduled to be sentenced in 
April. 

Gartrell has been allowed super
vised visits with her baby, who will 
be 2 in April, and her older daugh
ter. The children have been in the 
custody of their grandparents. 

Gartrell's case had been long 
delayed as experts sought to deter
mine whether she was competent 
for court proceedings and whether 
she could be held criminally 
responsible for her actions. 
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W-W's Baracy details need to reinvent district 
BY JULIE BROWN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Bad economic news has hit the 
Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools, and Superintendent 
Greg Baracy knows it all too well. 

"We can't any longer maintain 
the status quo," he said of the lack 
of legislative action on school 
funding during the largest defi
cit since the Great Depression. 
"There is absolutely no relief in 
sight." 

Speaking last Thursday at 
Westland Rotary, Baracy cited 
the "ongoing structural problem" 
of the last decade. There's been 
no inflationary increase in school 
funds in eight years, he said, and 
money taken back by the state 
three of those years. 

Michigan's lost some 107,000 
students in the last five years, and 
the per-pupil funds that accom
pany them. "They're moving out 

of the state with their families," 
said Baracy, adding new gradu
ates are also leaving for jobs. 

He detailed the district's 21st 
Century Schools Initiative, which 
began in June. District offi
cials and the school board have 
already cut over $18 million from 
the operating budget. 

The 21st Century effort aims 
toward district reform, includ
ing cuts, and reimagining and 
doing differently the work of 
educating students. Baracy said 
17 percent of payroll goes to the 
state's retirement fund for educa
tors, and health insurance costs 
$15,000 average per staffer. 
, "We're at a point where we're 
trying to be proactive," he said. 

In Wayne-Westland, a citi
zen committee and the school 
board are working on what the 
superintendent called "right-siz
ing," which could include clos
ing buildings. The plans could 

include reconfiguration of grade 
levels. 

Baracy pointed out the need 
to be transparent, to avoid the 
difficulties experienced by the 
Livonia school district with its 
recent Legacy effort. 

"We're going to have to look at 
our schools and possibly some 
school closings," Baracy said. 
Some buildings are now at 50 
percent capacity, which is too 
low. 

"It's very emotional for adults " 
he said of school closings, add
ing students tend to have few 
problems when buildings close. 
Baracy was involved in closing 
several Wayne-Westland schools 
in 1994, and said that went well 
although some parents were 
emotional. 

New opportunities, like 
instrumental music and foreign 

Piease see BARACY, k l 


