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Free helmets 
Santa Claus arrives at 

Westland Shopping Center at 
10:30 a.m. Saturday, Nov. 14. 

The Jolly Old Elf will take 
up residence in the East Court 
outside of Macy's. On hand to 
welcome him will be the John 
Glenn High School march
ing band and members of 
the Westland police and fire 
departments. 

The police department will 
be providing 300 free bicycle 
helmets. Police Explorers, 
trained by the Detroit Medical 
Center, will provide proper 
helmet fittings for the young
sters. The helmets will be dis
tributed on a first come basis. 

Wetland Shopping Center is 
at Wayne and Warren roads in 
Westland. 
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Childtime Learning Center 
in Westland is holding its 
third annual Fall Festival 
benefiting Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. 

The festival will take place 
6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Nov. 17, 
at the school at 34203 Ford 
Road. 

The Fall Festival will 
include a raffle, silent auction 
and special guest appearance 
by some of the players from 
the Plymouth Whalers hockey 
team. The players will be 
onsite, signing autographs and 
taking pictures with families. 
They also will talk with chil
dren about how to reach their 
goals. 

The silent auction includes 
autographed sports memo
rabilia from the Detroit Red 
Wings, Detroit Lions and 
Detroit Tigers. The raffle will 
include gift cards and other 
great ideas donated by local 
businesses in the community. 

All proceeds will be 
donated to the Make-A-Wish 
Foundation. 

The holiday season is upon 
us and we're asking readers to 
send us their favorite holiday 
memories and photos to the 
Westland Observer for the 
special holiday edition we are 
planning for Thursday, Dec. 
24. 

Did you get a favorite gift for 
Christmas, or do you have a 
special memory of Hanukkah? 
Is there a special tradition 
your family has to make the 
season merry and bright? 

Share those memories with 
us. Send your items — be 
sure to include a photo, if you 
can — to Westland Observer 
Editor Sue Mason at sma-
son@hometownlife.com. 

BY L E A K ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A Westland man testified Thursday 
in Westland 18th District Court that 
he was afraid he'd be killed as he and 
his family were bound and gagged 
while armed intruders robbed their 
home. 

"Anytime a person a holds a gun on 
me and says they're going to kill me, 
I believe it," Robert Duzak Sr. said, 
testifying in the preliminary exami

nation of two men charged with the 
Sept. 26 home invasion. 

Adam Brent Mastaw, 25, of 
Westland and Detroit resident Geraud 
Raymond Austin, 22, are charged 
with being the masked gunmen who 
entered the home on Huff at approxi
mately 11:45 p.m. Both are charged 
with 22 felonies, including home inva
sion, unlawful imprisonment, receiv
ing and concealing stolen property 
and a host of gun possession charges. 
Both are convicted felons. 

Duzak testified that he and his wife 
were asleep when someone turned 
on a light in their bedroom. A white 
male armed with a shotgun was in the 
bedroom, he said, while a black male 
armed with a handgun was in the 
hallway just outside the bedroom. 

The couple's son, Robert Jr., testi
fied he was in his bedroom playing an 
online video game with a friend when 
the intruders arrived. Both Duzaks 
testified they were placed on the bed 
in the parents' room face down with 

their hands and feet bound with duct 
tape. All three were also gagged, 
according to the testimony. 

"The white fellow was ii<>the bed
room with us. He had a shotgun 
pointed us. He said he could put a 
bottle over the shotgun, kill us and no 
one would hear us," the elder Duzak 
said. "I felt like we were going to be 
killed. Donna (his wife) was crying 
and begged them not to kill us. I could 

Please see TESTIMONY, kZ 
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Kenette Washington does exterior painting as part of the 750 hours of sweat equity she is doing to get her Habitat for 
Humanity home in Westland. 

* I'm so happy 
to own a house' 

iy{ Habitat for Humanity turns renter 
into first-time homeowner 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

When you own a home, it helps to be handy, 
something Kenette Washington didn't need to 
worry about living in an apartment or more 
recently a rental home. ~ 

Now that she is buying a Westland home 
through Habitat for Humanity of Western Wayne 
County, Washington has been learning some new 
skills. 

"Doing the sweat equity, you learn so much. I 
had painted before, now I've helped with dry-
wall. I worked on a new construction home in 
Wayne," said Washington, a hair stylist who also 
works part-time as a cashier ata Livonia dollar 
store. 

Currently renting a home in Inkster, 
Washington is required to put in 250 hours of 
sweat equity — not necessarily on the home she 
is buying — and will have an interest-free 20-
year mortgage on her new home on Vincent off 
Newburgh. A single mother of two, Washington 
had to pay an earnest money down payment and 
will have to pay property taxes and homeowner's 
insurance on the home. 

"Things are coming along, it looks lovely. 
They're doing a great job," Washington said. "I'm 
very excited. I've rented all my life. I had just left 
an apartment and there were a lot of problems 

Please see HABITAT, A2 
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Habitat for Humanity provides help, not handout 

A tri-level home on Vincent Street .s being rehabilitated by Habitat for 
Humanity of Western Wayne in partnership with the City of Westland. 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

People often have misconceptions about 
Habitat for Humanity. 

"We don't give our clients anything, they work 
for their home. There is sweat equity, $700 ear
nest money and they have to pay the taxes, the 
water bills and the mortgage," said Alice Dent, 
executive director of Habitat for Humanity 
Western Wayne County. "Our motto is 'A Hand 
Up, Not a Handout."' 
Most of the labor provided on Habitat homes 

- new construction or rehabilitation projects — 

is donated and much of the material is donated 
by sponsors, Dent said. 

"We do have to pay for some contractors like 
heating and electrical where someone needs to be 
licensed and pull permits," Dent said. 

Habitat for Humanity is a non-profit housing 
organization that has built more than 300,000 
houses, sheltering more than 1.5 million people 
in more than 3,000 communities around the 
world. 

Traditionally, Habitat for Humanity had 
focused on new construction projects. In 

Please see HELP, A2 
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BY LEANNE ROGERS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Two more fund-raisers 
to benefit the daughter of a 
woman slain in Westland have 
been scheduled. 

On Sunday, five local bar 
restaurants hosted Musicians 
for Mariah to raise money 
for Mariah Neal, daughter of 
Laura Williams. 

Upcoming fund-raisers are: 
• A family friendly bowling 

night will be held Saturday at 
Westland Bowl, Wayne Road 
just north of Ford. The cost 
is $20 per person, includ
ing three games, shoes and 
one large pizza per lane. 
Registration starts at 8 p.m. 
with bowling at 9 p.m. 

• Chatters Bar and Grill, 
where Williams was employed, 
is hosting a fund-raiser begin

ning at 1 p.m. Sunday, Nov. 22. 
There will be live music, door 
prizes, 50/50 raffles, grab 
bags and lunch and dinner 
specials. Chatters is at 7640 
Wayne Road, north of Warren 
Road. 

Laura Williams, 28, was 
killed in the Chatters park
ing lot in the early hours of 
Sept. 27. She had reportedly 
completed her shift and left 
the business with her husband, 
George Williams, who had 
come to the bar separately. 

George Williams, 33, is 
charged with first-degree 
murder in the death of his 
wife, whose cause of death 
was found to be strangulation 
and multiple blunt trauma 
injuries caused by being 
struck by a vehicle. A rela
tive of George Williams found 
Laura Williams in the parking 

lot and called police. George 
Williams was later arrested in 
Toledo. 

Held without bond since his 
arrest, a preliminary exami
nation for George Williams 
is scheduled in Westland 
18th District Court today 
(Thursday). 

The couple had been mar
ried for one year and were 
reported to have been argu
ing about ending their rela
tionship. George and Laura 
Williams had no children 
together. Mariah Neal, 7, is 
Laura Williams' daughter 
from a previous relationship. 

For more information about 
the fund-raisers, contact 
Jennifer Lack at jenlack2@ 
wowway.com or call (734) 812-
8195. 
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Entire Store... 
Nothing lieli iaeii 
• Clothes 
• Cleaning Products » Houseware*; 
• Health & Beauty Aids 
«Christmas Decorations 
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$1 Per Day Chat Plan 
$50 Per Month Unlimited Voice, 
Unlimited Texting & Internet 
Nationwide Galline mobile 

32971 Glenwooci • Just East of Wenoy 
Open Mon.-Sat .9:30am-8pm, Sun .10am-6pm • 7 3 4 - 7 2 2 - 7 8 6 0 
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