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The holiday season is upon us 

and, through the hustle and bus
tle, we're asking our readers to let 
us be a part of their celebration. 

We're asking readers to send us 
their favorite holiday memories 
and photos to the Observer for 
the special holiday edition we're 
planning for Thursday, Dec. 24. 

Did you get a favorite gift for 
Christmas, or do you have a 
special memory of Hanukkah? 
Is there a special tradition your 
family has that makes the season 
merry and bright? Share those 
memories with your neighbors 
through us. Send your items 
— be sure to include a photo, if 
you can — to Observer editor Sue 
Mason at smason@hometown-
life.com. 

It is our intention to make that 
issue a "keeper," something our 
readers will savor — and save. 

€" 4 ^tuiw letters 
Santa Claus has started to 

make his list, although sources 
tell the Observer that, while he's 
far from checking it twice, he is 
waiting by his mailbox for young
sters' gift lists and letters. 

The Observer wants to 
make sure Santa Claus knows 
what children would like this 
Christmas and is asking young
sters to send us letters to him. 
We will publish the letters in the 
newspaper during December 
before sending them on to the 
North Pole. 

The letters should be sent by 
e-mail and include a snapshot of 
the child writing the letter. They 
can be a list of toys, a holiday 
greeting for the Jolly OF Elf or 
whatever information youngsters 
want Santa to have. 

Send Santa correspondence to 
smason@hometownlife.com and 
be sure to put "Letter to Santa" 
in the subject line. Letters can 
also be sent the old-fashioned 
way, via postal service, to Letter 
to Santa, c/o Sue Mason, 615 W. 
Lafayette, Second Level, Detroit, 
MI 48226. 

W-W parents plan to speak about school closings 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER . 

The Wayne-Westland school board 
knows,there will be plenty said about 
a 21st Century Schools Committee 
recommendation to close seven 
elementary schools and switch to a 
four-tier grade configuration. 

Lisa Grondy and her husband Jim 
say they plan to be there to speak. 

The Grondys live in the Norwayne 
community, which could see both of 
its elementary schools — Jefferson-
Barns and Lincoln — closed, if the 
plan is approved. 

"It's a shame to see both go. They 
do so many things for our commu
nity," Lisa Grondy said. 

The school board has scheduled a 
public forum for 6 p.m. Monday in 
the Stockmeyer Auditorium on the 

Wayne Memorial High School cam
pus in Wayne. 

The board, which has observed 
the work of the committee since it 
started in late June, will officially 
receive the committee's recommen
dation and then hear the comments 
and recommendations of residents. 
It will take formal action on the plan 
at its Dec. 7 board meeting, also 
planned for 6 p.m. at the Stockmeyer 
Auditorium. 

"The meeting will be structured on 
an informational basis," school board 
President Skip Monit said. "We won't 
be in a position to answer questions. 
In fact, we'll be asking our own ques
tions." 

The committee is recommending 
closing seven elementaries (Madison, 
Patchin, Lincoln, Jefferson-
Barns, Hamilton, Kettering and 

Vandenburg), turning the remain
ing elementaries into K-4 build
ings, turning Adams and Marshall 
middle schools into 5/6 buildings, 
with Stevenson and Franklin as the 
remaining middle schools. 

The Grondys were among a group 
of parents that met last week at 
Jefferson-Barns school to talk about 
what needs to be done to convince , 
the school board that one of the 
Norwayne schools needs to stay open. 

The meeting was organized by 
Susan Nagy and Kristi Hicks, parent 
representatives for the two schools 
on the 21st Century Committee. 
Both live in the Norwayne commu
nity, attended either Lincoln and 
Jefferson-Barns schools and have 
children attending the schools. 

Please see SCHOOLS, A2 

PUBLIC F 0 M 
What: Wayne-Westland school 
board public forum 
Why: To receive the recommenda
tions of the 21st Century Schools 
Committee and to hear comment 
and recommendations from the 
public regarding proposed school 
closings and boundary realign
ments. 
When: 6 p.m. Monday, Nov. 30 
Where: Stockmeyer Auditorium, 
Glenwood east of Fourth Street, 
on the campus of Wayne Memorial 
High School campus 
Information: Online at www.wwcsd. 
net, click on the @1ist Century 
Schools Committee logo 

Williams' ex-wife: 'He felt this rage come over him' 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

In an early morning telephone call, 
George Williams allegedly told his 
ex-wife that he had just murdered his 
current wife, Sarah Williams, outside 
Chatters Bar and Grill. 

Crying before she began her tes
timony Tuesday in Westland 18th 
District Court, Michelle Williams 
testified that her former husband, 
charged with first-degree murder in 
Sarah Williams' death, had called her 
at about 3:30 a.m. Sept. 27. 

"He told me to pick up the children 
at home — that he had just killed his 

-wife-aniplanned to kill himself/' -— 
said Michelle Williams, adding the 
children meant her two daughters 
with Williams and Sarah Williams' 
daughter from a previous relation
ship. 

When Michelle Williams asked 
what he had done, she testified that 
George Williams told her Sarah 
Williams was lying in the back park
ing lot of Chatters, where she worked 
as a barmaid. A Livonia resident, 
George Williams had reportedly fled 
and was later arrested in Toledo. 

When she arrived at Chatters 
about three minutes later, Michelle 
Williams said she found Sarah 
Williams unconscious on the paved 
surface near the rear of the building. 

"I started screaming — I thought 
she was dead. She wasn't dead at that 
time. I called 9-1-1," said Michelle 
Williams. "Two or three people 
walked out of Chatters. I called to 
them for help and they ran up. I said 
don't touch her. I was afraid they 
would make her injuries worse." 

In multiple telephone calls from 
George Williams, Michelle Williams 
said her former husband told her 
that he had left Chatters with Sarah 
Williams, 28, and they argued. The 
couple had been married just over 
one year. 

"He said that he remembered chok
ing her. He said he felt this rage come 
over him — if he couldn't have her, no 
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Cassandra Bryngelson reacts to the autopsy report of Sarah Williams. She was so moved she left the court room. She and Sarah had been 
friends since they were 10 years old. 

one could," said Michelle Williams. 
"He kept saying 'Oh, my God, what 
did I do?'" 

Judge Sandra Cicirelli ruled that 
Michelle Williams couldn't testify 
about what Sarah Williams had told 
George Williams — it was hear
say coming via George Williams. 
Michelle Williams was allowed to 
testify that George Williams told her. 
that Sarah Williams spoke to him 
after he had choked her. 

In addition to being strangled, 
Wayne County Assistant Medical 
Examiner Dr. Francisco Diaz 
methodically went over multiple 
blunt force trauma injuries that 
Sarah Williams had suffered literally 
from head to toe. 
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Please see TESTIMONY, A2 
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Michelle Williams to her ex-husband George Williams during testimony in 18th District 
Court. George Williams is charge with murder in the death of his wife Sarah. 
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Shoppers make start of season merry 
Five women have organized them
selves as an exclusive club for their 
Black Friday shopping experience. See 
story and photos on Page A5. 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The sounds of Christmas 
carols and the bell ringing at 
the Salvation Army Red Kettle 
mixed with cha-ching of cash 
registers as people flocked to 
Westland Shopping Center 
early Friday morning to scoop 
up bargains. 

On the first official day of the 
holiday shopping season, many 
were there shopping for gifts, 
but others had a different idea. 

"I'm shopping for myself," 
said Marco Mattioli, who was 
at the mall with Matthew 
Gutierrez. 

The two Garden City resi
dents had been at the mall since 
6:15 a.m., making stops at teen 
meccas PacSun, Aeropostale, 
Champs, Lids, Footlocker and 
American Eagle. 

"I got shirts and pants, I'm 
looking for some good deals," 
said Gutierrez. "We'll start our 
real Christmas shopping in a 
couple of weeks." 

Debbie and Sam Domke of 
Westland were early risers but 
not early enough to be at the 
mall when doors opened. 

"We decided we'd go when 
we woke up and wait until the 
swarm of shoppers at the doors 
were gone," said Debbie Domke. 
"We got to Kohl's during a lull. 
We picked a time that wasn't 
too early and not too late." 

For the Domkes, Christmas 
will be a conservative one. 
Sam Domke is unemployed 

and while they had told their 
sons, ages 19 and 23, that they 
couldn't afford Christmas, 
they'd decided to spend a small 
amount on gifts for them. 

"We're just about done," said 
Debbie Domke. 

"We started out being conser
vative, then started spending; 
at Christmas, why not?" said 
Sam Domke. 

Taking a break and having 
burgers at 8 a.m. at the A&W 
Restaurant near Kohl's were 
Tracy Archambeau of Belleville, 
her mother-in-law, Linda 
Archambeau of Canton, and 
Dawn Davenport of Ypsilanti 
Township. 

"It's our first break, unless 
you count the car ride," said 
Linda Archambeau. "We're 
finding bargains and more." 

' Please see SHOPPING, A3 
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Open MOM- Sat 10-9 Sun 11-9 
www gabrielshoagies.com 

734-722-4224 
1919 Wayne Road • just South of Ford 
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