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The Westland Observer is dedi­
cated to being "all about you" and our 
readers are "celebrities" in our home­
towns. Look for Bill Bresler at Friday's 

North American 
International Auto 
Show Charity Preview 
in Cobo Hall so he 
can photograph 
you in front of your 
favorite car, with your 
special date or wear­
ing that special tux or 
gown. 

"Everybody's enthusiastic, and 
there's a real buzz," said one auto deal­
er earlier this week. 

Look for your photo in our photo 
gallery online at www.hometownlife. 
com and in the Thursday, Jan. 21, edi­
tion. 

The Westland Chamber of 
Commerce will host a Coffee 
Connection at Tim Hortons from 
8-9 a.m. Thursday, Jan. 21. The res­
taurant is on Wayne Road, south of 
Cherry Hill in Westland. Owners 
Moussa Zoarob and MarieJeanne 
Kouchoukian will be the hosts. There's 
no need for a RSVP for the breakfast 
and no charge. 

The Westland chamber will also 
host Winter Fest Bowling on Feb. 20. 
For more information, call (734) 326-
7222. 

Air Force Staff Sgt. Michael 
Novack, a Westland native, is home 
on leave from Tokyo, where he has 
been stationed the last three years. 
He's in the lap of luxury thanks to 
FOURMIDABLE, a Bingham Farms-
based national real estate manage­
ment company and leasing agent for 
the Fort Shelby Tower Apartments in 
downtown Detroit. A furnished apart­
ment is provided to Novack and his 
family while they are in Detroit from 
Jan. 12 to Feb. 5. 

"FOURMIDABLE and the Fort 
Shelby Tower Apartments came to 
my rescue, when I heard Michael was 
coming home," said Lauren Novack. 
"I live in a tiny flat that would not 
have accommodated all of us. I'm very 
grateful." 

Michael enlisted at 17 and entered 
the Air Force upon graduation from 
high school. In 11 years, he has been 
stationed in South Korea twice, 
Okinawa and Tokyo, Japan and 
in Afghanistan, where he will be 
deployed again in the future. It was 
while he was in South Korea he met 
his wife, Bobby. They have a son, 
Lance, 21/2. 

Lauren, who has not seen her son 
since 2005, says this homecoming will 
be especially emotional as she will 
meet for the first time her daughter-
in-law and grandson. 

The sergeant hopes to meet some 
Detroit Lions, some of whom live in 
the Fort Shelby Tower Apartments. 
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Zumba instructor Lisa Davis-English keeps the energy high. 

Zumba class at library 
boosts fitness and fun 

BY JULIE BROWN 

' OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

The name Zumba Dance Party 
intrigued Geoffrey Smereck of 
Garden City. 

"Anything named like that has 
to be good," he said just before 
starting the dance class at the 
Westland library. "It's fun to do 
things with people." 

Instructor Lisa Davis-English 
of Belleville put the 30 or so par­
ticipants through their paces. 

"It's a new dance fitness 
craze," she said. It was invented 
by Beto, the nickname for the 
Cuban man who's the inventor. 

Zumba is 70 percent interna­
tional and done with a variety 
of steps ranging from merengue 
to salsa. Davis-English threw in 
some rock and roll, noting it's up 
to the instructor how to change 
the class. 

"Here you are more interested 
in finding the rhythm," the 
instructor said. Unlike programs 
like Jazzercise with a warmup 

Connie Thomas of Westland, Tamela Monday of Garden City and lola Harkness of 
Livonia dance to the Zumba beat. 

and cool down time, the routine teaching. There are now classes 
is altered. for kids and aqua classes, she 

"You have a little more liberty," said. 
said Davis-English, who took . 
the course last summer to begin Please see ZUMBA, A2 
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BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Two Westland police officers are. being 
lauded for saving a woman whose motel room 
was on fire early Sunday. 

Officers Bob Wilkie and Jason Brassfiekl 
were riding together on patrol 
at Michigan Avenue and 
Merriman in Wayne shortly 
after midnight when they 
noticed a large amount of 
smoke. 

The officers continued west 
on Michigan Avenue toward 
Venoy where they arrived at 
the Park Lane Motel, 32120 
Michigan Ave., which was on 
fire. The officers noticed that 
one unit was fully engulfed 
in flames while the adjoining 
unit was burning and smoke 
filled. 

"They were the first 
responders and immediately 
assisted the residents," said 
WestlajidDfiputy^EoliceChief 
Mark Engstrom. 

Motel guests who had already left their 
rooms told the officers that the occupant of 
one room was still inside. 

A 63-year-old woman was found to be 
inside the second unit, where the officers 
reported the door was burned off. The offi­
cers weren't able to enter due to large flames 
blocking the doorway, intense heat and 
smoke, along with downed wires. 

"There were wires blocking the entrance. 
The officers tried to talk to her (the motel 
guest) to get her to jump through the fire 
but she didn't want to come through," said 
Engstrom. "The officers used a fire extin­
guisher to suppress the fire and she was able 

Brassfield 
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Anderson discusses schools, state issues at forum 
BY JULIE BROWN 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

State Sen. Glenn Anderson is sym­
pathetic to constituents who get the 
run-around with state agencies in 
Lansing. 

"I have to admit there have been a 
lot of reductions, just because of the 
budget limitations," the Westland 
Democrat said Monday morning at a 
legislative coffee hour. 

The coffee hour 
was abbreviated and 
held in the lobby of 
the William P. Faust 
Public Library of 
Westland, due to 
building problems 
that briefly delayed 
the library's opening. 

Anderson talked 
about school funding at the monthly 
forum, including the federal Race to 

Anderson 

the Top program. Some school dis­
tricts have rejected the Race to the 
Top money, he said, citing adminis­
trative costs that exceed the money 
received. 

He'd heard, "Sign on with this, 
and we'll tell you about it later" in 
regard to the school program, and 
voted against authorizing it at the 
state level due to insufficient infor­
mation. 

Anderson was concerned about 

charter school provisions as well as 
"cyber schools. There was just not 
enough information provided on 
whether that was something that 
would benefit kids." 

A Wayne-Westland mother of 
two young daughters had questions 
about the 21st Century Schools 
Committee and the school closings 
and realignment planned for next 
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BY LEANNE R06ERS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Wayne-Westland Schools 
voters will be asked to approve 
the renewal of 18 mills levied 
on nonhomestead property 
when they go to the polls on 
May 4. 

The current 18 mills were 
approved by voters for 15 years 
in 1995 and are set to expire 
after this year. If approved by 
voters, the renewal would be 
levied beginning in July 2011. 

"It was part of Proposal A. 
This is revenue that is auto­
matically assumed by the state 
aid act and allows us to receive 
our full revenues," said Gary 
Martin, deputy superintendent 
of administrative and business 
services. "This is procedural. It 
doesn't affect residents." 

The 18 mills is levied on 

'We already pay this - we're not 
asking for any more money. It's 
just a continuation.' 
MSttHA PITSEHBAME8, board member 

nonhomestead property 
— that's primarily commercial 
and industrial property and 
personal property although it 
would also apply to homes that 
are not primary residences 
such as rentals. Currently, the 
millage generates $19-5 mil­
lion for the district's general 
fund. 

The 18 mills is a renewal 
and not a increase in millage, 
Martin said. 

"We already pay this — we're 
not asking for any more money. 
It's just a continuation," 
said board member Martha 
Pitsenbarger. 

Each Michigan school dis­
trict is required to levy the 18 
mills on nonhomestead prop­
erty, Martin said, adding that 
length of time for the millage 
varies from 15-20 years. 

"The problem with running 
for a longer period of time is 
the effect of Headlee," said 
Martin, referring to the mill-
age rollback provisions under 
state law. 

When asked what would 
happen if voters don't approve 
the millage renewal, board 
President Skip Monit said the 
district would have to try a 
second time and keep trying 
until it was approved. 

Without the operating mill-
age, Superintendent Greg 
Baracy said the district would 
not be able to operate. 
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