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3 unions offer concessions to save jobs

AROUND
TOWN

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Early retirements, along with pay
freezes and other contract concessions, are expected to help address
Westland's projected $3.5 million
deficit and avoid layoffs in the police
and fire departments.
"Saving jobs — that was the only
concern we had. We're still concerned
about staffing levels," said Norm
Brooks, president of the Westland

Westland s Faust l,ibrai\ is
hosting the Innocence Project
with Kenneth Wyniemko, who
spent 10 years in prison before
being exonerated, at 7 p.m.
Tuesday, March 23. The program ties in with the Everyone's
Reading selection, Scott Turow's
Presumed Innocent which
involves a wrongful conviction.
The program is free but the
library is asking those planning to attend to stop by or call
the library at (734) 326-6123 to
reserve a seat.

Pay freezes, early retirement highlight
agreements, see Page A2

Police Officers Association. "To the
mayor's credit, rather than just laying
people off, he came to us."
"We did a municipal fund analysis
through the union, the budget shortfalls are real. We believed the layoffs
weren't threats," said Ed Hosmer,
Westland Fire Fighters Local 1279
president.
The council has approved letters
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of understanding with both unions,
as well as the Westland Lieutenants
and Sergeants Association. All three
unions are expected to hold ratification votes soon.
The agreements include a pay
freeze for the two years that remain
on the contracts when 2 percent and '
3 percent pay increases were in place.
The contracts would be extended two
years, giving police and firefighters a
2 percent pay increase in 2012 and a 3
percent increase in 2013.
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BY SUE MASON
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Looking at the bronze statue, Margaret Reyes admits she
thought the award it stands for
was for other people, "that it
was beyond me."
But her thinking changed
when she was selected by the
Women of Westland as their
2010 Westland ATHENA
Award winner.
"They called my name and
I could have died," said theWestland resident. "It was
the biggest shock of my life.
I didn't expect to receive it,
especially with the competition. It was the best night."
The ATHENA Award is
given to a woman or man
who demonstrates excellence,
creativity and initiative in her
or his business or profession,
provides valuable service by
contributing time and energy
to improve the quality of life

The Knights of Columbus
Notre Dame Council No. 3021 of
Wayne will be holding its annual
Tootsie Roll sale at the Wayne
Road and Cherry Hill on Friday,
Saturday and Sunday, March 2628. Proceeds from the sale benefit the mentally impaired.

Waste drop-off
A Household Hazardous Waste
Event will be held 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. Saturday, March 27, at the
Redford Township Public Service
Yard at 12200 Beech Daly, south
of 1-96.
Operated by Wayne County,
the event is open to only residents of Wayne County and
only household waste will be
accepted. Proof of residency will
be required.
For more information go online
to www.ci.livonia.mi.us.
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Kirk of Our Savior
Presbyterian Church is holding a
Spring Fling Pancake Breakfast
8-11 a.m. Saturday at the church,
36660 Cherry Hill, west of
Wayne Road, Westland. The cost
is $5 per person.

APARTMENTS
AUTOMOTIVE
CAREER BUILDER
CROSSWORD PUZZLE
FILTER
OBITUARIES
PUBLIC SAFETY
REAL ESTATE
SPORTS
STRICTLY BUSINESS

C2
C4
C3
C2
B6
B8
A4
C2
B1
B4

Home Delivery:
(866) 887-2737
Return Address:
41304 Concept Drive
Plymouth MI 48170
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For Margaret Reyes receiving the 2010 Westland ATHENA Award was the "biggest shock" of her life.

Please see REYES, A2

Election panel rejects petition seeking to recall mayor
BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A petition seeking to recall
Westland Mayor William Wild
has been rejected, but the resident
who submitted it is planning to try
again.
Last week, the Wayne County
Election Commission rejected
the recall petition submitted by
Westland resident Peter Herzberg
on the basis being unclear. Under
state law, the reasons cited for a

recall don't have to be accurate or
true but they must be able to be
clearly understood.
On his petition, Herzberg used a
quote from Wild regarding the city's
projected deficit and layoffs.
"Just the way things are going
and people talking, I thought it (a
recall) would be a good thing to do,"
said Herzberg, 18. "I will try to get
more specific. They are doing a lot
of things I think are wrong. There
is foul play that needs to be taken
care of with mayoral appointments

and the (Wayne-Westland) school
board that are connected with him
(Wild)."
Responding to the recall petition,
Wild sent a letter noting language in
state law which prohibits an elected
official from being subject to recall
during their first six months in
office. Unopposed on the November
ballot, Wild began his current term
Jan. 1 and his position was that
made him ineligible for recall until
July, so the recall petition shouldn't
be considered by the commission.

Be counted: City ready as census forms arrive

Index
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Please see CONCESSIONS, A2 •

Reyes helps young people 'to be what they want to be'

The council has confirmed
two mayoral reappointments
to the Downtown Development
Authority Board. Margaret
Harlow, the current chairperson, and Arnold Shapiro have
both been reappointed to fouryear terms, ending Feb. 19,
2014.
"They do a great job and serve
as leaders on the DDA board.
They are original members of the
DDA and bring a lot of experience and wisdom to the board,"
said Mayor William Wild.

EV

"We were very fortunate the unions
sat down with us. Between the three
unions, they represent more than
half the city employees," said Mayor
William Wild. "They were under contract. Obviously, there were a lot of
things we couldn't get — we had to be
reasonable. The buyouts will help us
short term to avoid layoffs in the units.
There will be long-term savings. We
are setting ourselves up for the future."

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Federal census forms have
started appearing in mailboxes across the country and
Bruce Thompson is hopeful
that the local Complete Count
Committee efforts will help get
a accurate representation of
Westland resident.
"The CCC followed through
with our initial action plan.
We're more than ready," said
Thompson, Westland planning director and CCC chair.
"We were at different events
in Wayne County and here in
Westland for specific groups."
The committee sponsored an
event at the Friendship Center
aimed at apartment dwellers,
including senior citizen apartment managers to let them know
how their residents could get

GETTING COUNTED
For people who may have questions
or need help filling out their Census
2010 form, there are Questionnaire
Assistance Centers, staffed by census employees, at three key locations in the City of Westland.
The centers will be open through
Sunday, April 18, unless otherwise
specified. Call the specific locations
with questions. The locations are:
• William P. Faust Public Library, 6123
Central City Parkway, (734) 3266123 -11 a.m. to 4 p.m. Tuesdays,

assistance completing the census
forms.
Thompson and Mayor William
Wild will be appearing in public service announcements on
WLND cable television to continue the campaign to get every-

3-8 p.m. Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
Saturdays except when the library
is closed on April 3.
* Dorsey Center, 32715 Dorsey,
(734) 5 9 5 - 0 2 8 8 - 9 a.m. to noon
Mondays and Fridays, noon to 3 p.m.
Tuesdays and Thursdays and 2-5
p.m. Wednesdays.
• Bailey Recreation Center, 36651
Ford, (734) 722-7620-10 a.m. to 3'
p.m. Mondays, 5-9 p.m. Wednesdays
and 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. Sunday, April
18.

one to complete and return their
census forms. The census count
is used for a variety of purposes
including allocation of federal
funding to local communities
Please see CENSUS, A2

"Their corporate counsel had a
different opinion — that it was a
clarity hearing and that didn't constitute filing. It was denied for clarity," said Wild.
A 2009 Westland John Glenn
High School graduate currently
attending Henry Ford Community
College, Herzberg said he eventually
plans to attend law school.
"Within the next month I plan to
file another recall petition," he said.
lrogersthometownlife.com | (313) 222-5428
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Pay freezes, early retirement highlight agreements
better, I hope that helps us
smooth it out."
A restriction on the retire-*
Changes included in the let- ment program is that employees who have 22.5 years or
ters of understanding with
more service will only be
the Westland Firefighters
allowed to participate in the
Association Local 1279, the
program for the first 30 days
Westland Police Officers
and their time could not exceed
Association and the Westland
30 years.
Lieutenant and Sergeants
Association include:
• Another change in the pension will be that for employees
• A two-year extension on
hired after Jan. 1,2010, will no
the existing contracts with
longer have items such as lonpay freezes in 2010 and 2011.
gevity pay, holiday pay uniform
Raises scheduled under the
allowance, unused sick time
existing contracts will be
and vacation pay calculated
pushed back with 2 percent
into their pension.
and 3 percent raises in 2012
and 2013, respectively.
• The current pay scales
• Longevity pay will be elimi- will expand from five years to
seven years for employees hired
nated after 2010.
after Jan. 1,2010. Starting pay
• Bargaining unit members
would not be reduced by more
with more than 20 years of
service can purchase what are than 20 percent. ,
called generic years of service.
•• Employees hired after
The employees could purchase Jan. 1*2010, will be covered
up to five years at 5 percent
by a Blue Cross PP02 plan
of their annual base pay per
provided by Blue Cross Blue
year and retire with full penShield. The plan has higher
sions. The 5 percent payment
deductibles, co-pays and outcould be made from money
of-pocket maximum spending.
that would be paid out on
That's expected to save the city
$2,200 per family and $1,300
the employee's retirement for
unused sick and vacation days. for a single employee.
• Two positions at the fire
"We've capped the pendepartment would be elimision and as long as we stay
nated — assistant chief/EMS
conservative, there will be
coordinator and a captain in
relief with the next wave of
retirees," said Mayor William the Fire Prevention Division.
Refilling the assistant chief
Wild. "Once these employees
position would be discussed
are in the retirement fund,
we can smooth it out over 20 with the chief at the end of the
agreement.
years. As the market does

• The police unions agreed
that nonsworn (civilian) personnel can be used for some
positions currently filled by
patrol officers but only in positions previously agreed upon in
the WPOA contract. The command union has agreed that
the shift supervisor duties may
be changed to make the program successful.
"In the police department,
under this agreement there will
be lieutenants and sergeants
taking the buyout. We will still
have promotions under the
contract, but there will be a
reorganization of the department," said Wild. "There will
be a change in duties of the
lieutenants and sergeants
to help keep officers on the
street."
• Staffing levels were set in
the letters of understanding
— 76 sworn personnel at the
police department, including
44 from the WPOA and 32
from the WLSA and the chief
compared to 99 budgeted positions currently.
At the fire department, the
staffing would go from they
76 budgeted currently to 62
through June 20,2011, and to
56 after July 1,2012.
"We'll seeing about a 15 percent drop in manpower each
year. The chiefs will put together a preliminary restructuring
plan," said Wild.

CONCESSIONS

what you did for the city," said
Councilman Bill Johnson.
WLSA president Scott Murray
was working and not present at
the meeting.
"I want to thank all three
unions. These are significant
concerns and will help prevent
layoffs now and as well in the
future," said Council President
James Godbout. "They didn't
have to open the contracts, but
they cared about their workers.
I can't say enough about them
stepping up."
Last month, the city laid
off 10 workers represented by
the American Federation of

State, County and Municipal
Employees which represents
Department of Public Services,
parks and recreation and
clerical workers. The AFSCME
local, the city's largest bargaining unit, has been working
without a contract for more
than one year.
"I'd like to get a contract
done and sit down with
AFSCME to see where we
are at. The budget will go to
council with (more) AFSCME
layoffs, but I don't have the
number yet," said Wild.

staying in Westland since they
are less likely to complete the
form.
"We also have targeted
seniors or others with handicaps who might have trouble
filling out the form," said
Thompson. "Also non-English
speakers, a lot of whom live in
Westland. The census doesn't
care if you speak English, you
still need to be counted. The
schools are really addressing
that — it's mostly families with
kids."

Census forms are to be completed and returned by April
15. After that time, the U.S.
Census Bureau will generate
a list of addresses that haven't
responded and send it to local
offices.
"Then the enumerators generally will go door to door and
call people," said Thompson.
The census bureau is still hiring enumerators and will conduct local testing April 27-30
at the Bailey Recreation Center.
Anyone interested in applying
can call (734) 437-4120.

BY LEANNE ROGERS

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

FROM PAGE AT

Until it is known who will be
retiring, Wild said it is difficult
to determine the exact savings.
Delaying the pay increases will
save the city $265,000 the first
year, $406,000. There will also
be $207,000 in savings from
the elimination of longevity pay
after the current year.
"I know the mayor and his
staff spent many long hours
on this. To Ed (Ffosmer) and
Norm (Brooks), I appreciate

CENSUS
FROM PAGE M

and schools.
"Everyone will gets the 10question form that will take
10 minutes to fill out. It's very
basic information — it's just
designed to get a count of people, age, race and where they
live," said Thompson.
A particular target group
for the CCC were the homeless
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County Parks host Marshmailow Drop
It's a proven fact, at least
in Wayne County, that when
marshmallows begin falling
from the sky, it's time for fun!
Kids from all over the
area will have the chance to
turn in marshmallows for a
prize at Wayne County Parks
Marshmailow Drop 2010
on Good Friday, April 2, at
two Wayne County Parks
locations: Elizabeth Park
in Trenton at 9 a.m. and
Nankin Mills in Westland at
11 a.m.
More than 20,000 marshmallows will be dropped
from a helicopter to the
delight of hundreds of eager
children, who will scramble
to collect these goodies
during the county's 26th
Annual Marshmailow Drop.
Children will be divided
into groups based on age, to
ensure that everyone has an
opportunity to participate

REYES
! PAGE At

for others in the community
and actively assists women in
realizing their full leadership
potential.
According to Joan Carr,
Reyes does all that through
her work as an instructional
media center clerk with the
Wayne-Westland Community
Schools, a youth minister at
Ss. Simon and Jude Parish
and a history presenter at
Greenfield Village.
"I've watched her for many
years in her efforts to shape
and guide young adults
in becoming contributing
members of society plus individuals with a strong sense
of self-worth and determination, she has been an excellent example for these young
people through her own life,"
said Carr.
Reyes had balked at being
nominated because of the loss
of her husband in January, but
Carr persisted, and the result
"was a beautiful night, one my
family won't forget for a long
time."
"We had no idea what it
would be like, it was so mag.nificent," she said. "My daughter is still flying high."
A graduate of Lowrey High
School in Dearborn, Reyes
married and had three children "while searching for a
career," among them cardio
tech and echo tech while
working at St. Mary Mercy
Hospital for 13 years. She
changed gears when she was
hired by Wayne-Westland to
work in the school libraries, a
position that has her "promoting literacy in the lives of the
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Youngsters take off running to retrieve marshmallows during the Wayne
Count Parks annual Marshmailow Drop, set for Good Friday, April 2.

fully.
The Wayne County Parks
Marshmailow Drop is cosponsored by ITC Holdings,
100.3 WNIC Radio and Fox
2 News. Elizabeth Park is
on Jefferson, east of 1-75
and south of West Road in
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St. Michael's Parish presents
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ing to see what they become."
Her favorite work with
them is the gardening at St.
Solanus. She learns a lot about
her kids when she hears them
talk while pulling weeds for
three hours. At the warming
center, she lets the kids know
"they're not there to judge, but
to feed."
"They see a different side
of life where they can reach
out and help," she said.
"They handle it so well. They
respond so well to the service."
She credits the Rev. Gerard
Bechard with her success with
the youth group: "He gives me
a lot of liberty to do what I
want and what I see fit for the
kids."
And her "great inspiration"
to do what she does comes
from her three children.
"They weren't perfect, but
they allowed me to be a part
of what they did, to see their
issues and how they worked
through it," Reyes said. "I got
to see their friends."
Reyes was a lot like her
mother, the mom on the block
who would put pants on and
go bike riding with all of the
kids.
"Allthe kids liked tebe^af""
our home, she made them fell
welcome and she did things
with them," she said.
According to Carr, Reyes
sets" a tireless example for
all of us, but especially with
young adults."
"The greatest testament to
what Margaret does is a statement from her daughter about
her mother's role in raising
her children — 'you can be
and do anything you want, if
you just keep trying and don't
give up,'" Carr said.
"I've learned a lot from the
kids, probably more from
them than they learned from
me," Reyes said. "I really
believe kids can be anything
they want to be."

*»"*•

Open Mom-Sat. 8am-8pm; Sun. 8am-3pm

(made with reai sliced potatoes!)

Trenton. Nankin Mills is
located on Hines Drive just
east of Ann Arbor Trail in
Westland.
For more information
on this or any other Wayne
County Parks event, call (734)
261-1990.

students."
It was her three children
who got her into Greenfield
Village. She had a family pass
and would take them there
three-four times a year. They
saw an ad for a job fair at the
village and encouraged her
to go.
"It was 'Mom, please go,'"
she said. "They hoped I get
hired there so they wouldn't
have to go so much."
That was 13 years ago, and
today visitors will find Reyes
at the 1871 Scotch Settlement
School where she plays the
schoolmarm. She also is
involved in the dramatic show
at the Town Hall as the stage
manager for this year's musical revue, Simply Broadway.
"It's one of my favorite
places, it's a great place to be"
said Reyes about the village.
"I didn't know I had it in me."
But her biggest influence on young people comes
through her volunteer work.
She is a certified coordinator
for Rainbows for All God's
Children, a support program for children suffering
the loss of a parent through
death or divorce and, while
at Kettering Elementary
was involved in the targeted
parenting program, BABES,
which supported thirdthrough fifth-graders who has
experienced sexual abuse at
home.
At Ss. Simon and Jude, she
has led her young adults in
quilting prayer blankets for
seniors and for the neonatal unit at Mott's Children's
Hospital, volunteering at the
St. Aloysius Warming Center
in Detroit four times a year
and working in the garden at
the Father Solanus Center,
also in Detroit.
"The youth group is selfgoverning, I'm the adult, the
buck stops here, but they
make the decisions," Reyes
said. "I love the kids, I love
helping them and I love seeing
what they become. It's amaz-

Serving Breakfast, Lunch and Dinner

Egg, bacon, potatoes & toast
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Old trunk 'stars' in troupe's musical-comedy revue
Take lots of great music,
some all time classic comedy
bits, vintage commercials, an
Elvis sighting and an old travel
trunk and you have the latest
installment of Inspire Theatre,
Once Upon a Trunk.
Westland's only live theater will present the musical-comedy revue at 7:30 p.m.
Thursday-Saturday, March
18-20 and March 26-27, and
at 3 p.m. Sunday, March 28, in
The Theater inside the Warren
Road Light and Life Church,
33445 Warren Road, east of
Wayne Road, Westland.
Included in the show are
vintage commercials, songs
and sketches from the likes
of radio, Broadway, TV and
Vaudeville, the comedy of
Abbott and Costello, George
Burns and Gracie Allen, and
movie scenes from Casablanca,
The Notebook, Star Wars and
Forrest Gump and even a surprise appearance from Elvis.

"When our fall show, KORKTV, went into encore performances, we scrapped plans
for our Valentine's Day show,
pushed the dates back a month,
and looked for a new idea," said
IT artistic director Len Fisher.
"We had purchased this old
travel trunk, and I thought it
might be fun to do a show of
the bygone days of stage entertainment. And so the star of
our show is a trunk."
Inspire Theatre traditionally does four shows a year,
with one of the shows being a
musical-comedy revue. "Our
fan base looks forward to this
show," states Fisher. "I believe
its because our cast has so
much fun putting on the show
that the audience can't help but
have fun themselves."
And if ticket sales are any
indication of audience approval, Fisher and IT must be doing
something right.
Moving to their present.loca-

tion 11/2 years ago, Inspire
Theatre seems to be one of
Westland's best kept secrets.
Inquire about Inspire Theatre
outside of their fan base and
you get an inquisitive look.
However, that fan base is growing.
KORK-TV not only played
to sold out houses, it also
went into an encore weekend.
Written by Fisher, it's the story
of two wayward televangelists
serving community service in
Cork, Idaho, a fictional town
with several quirky residents.
According to Fisher, Inspire
Theatre wants to stay in the
Westland-Garden City area
and is actively seeking an
affordable building of its own
to call home. Future plans also
include a children's program
and a concert series.
Tickets are $12 each and
group rates are available. For
more information, call (734)
751-7057.

He brings New York experience to eatery
BY SUE BUCK

liSBi.-f.iiifts.^lin

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Alex Leahu is bringing his
New York restaurant experience to Garden City with his
new restaurant called Alex
Family Dining.
A Romanian native, Leahu
used to run a Coney Island
for his father in Queens, New
York, where he met his wife,
Anamaria.
"Queens is more busy with
more people on the street," said
the Dearborn Heights resident.
"Garden City is nice and more
quiet."
Leahu is hoping to increase
foot traffic as word gets out
that there is a new restaurant
in town.
"American food is our specialty," Leahu said. "Breakfast
is No. 1."
There are also combo specials for one, two and three
people with "more things on
one plate."
Alex Special Combos
increase in size from $12.95 for
one, to $19.95 for two and to
$28.95 for three. They include
chicken kabob, gyro meat,
grape leaves, meat loaf and rice
and are served with soup or
salad. Appetizers include flaming cheese and calamari.
Customers can watch the
news on two large screen TVs
while they eat their meals.

The cast of Inspire Theatre's latest production, "Once Upon a Trunk," strike a pose in advance of opening night.

Bandit makes off with man's
jewelry, wallet, electronics
Pontiac Grand Am.
The man ordered the customer to remove his expensive
neck chain with diamond
A 28-year-old Romulus
globe pendant, his wallet and
man was robbed at gunpoint
ring, all of which totaled more
about 8:30 p.m. March 11
while vacuuming out the inte- than $8,000.
rior of his car at Parkway SelfThe suspect then went into
Serve Car Wash, 27845 Ford, the car and stole the GPS unit,
near Helen Street.
laptop, iPod and Blackberry,
The victim said that a man totaling another $1,500.
came up from behind him,
Shocked by the incident,
pressed something into the
the victim first went to report
small of his back and escorted the robbery at the Dearborn
him to the front of his 2006
Heights police station where
BY SUE BUCK

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER
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Garden City Mayor Randy Walker joins restaurateur Alex Leahu in cutting
the ribbon for the grand opening of Alex's Restaurant on Inkster Road in
Garden City.

Leahu also cooks at this
restaurant which has seven
employees, mostly family members.
"We looked and there was
no other Coney Island around
here, this place is good," said
Leahu said, adding that people
who come in for the first time
often bring a family member or
friend the second time.
The restaurant sign also
catches the ye with two crossed
knives used for the X in Alex.
"We wanted to be different,"
Leahu said.
He wants everyone to come
in and try the. specials. Lunch
specials at $4.99 often come

with a piece of cake.
Customers will also recognize the photo on the menu
cover which depicts the Detroit
River and the Renaissance
Center. Leahu recognizes the
regionalism shared between
Detroit and its suburbs.
"We support the Motor City,"
said Leahu, 28.
The restaurant is at 465
Inkster Road, Garden City. The
hours are 6:30 a.m. to 9:30
p.m. Monday through Saturday
and 6:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.
Sunday. For more information,
call (734) 367-2000.

he was told he was in the
wrong jurisdiction and was
redirected to the Garden City
police station.
He told police that he was
too scared to look directly at
the man's face but could see
the black pistol in the gunman's hand.
He described the man as
black, age 17-20, having a thin
build with a medium complexion.
sbuckdhometownlife.com | (313) 222-2249
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'earuig Hearing
aids can improve your
relationships at home.

PERSONALIZED S B
HEARING CARE, INC
Aiidiology and Hearing Aids

South Lyon

Westland

321 Pettibone Ave., Suite 105

35337 West Warren Rd.

734-467-5100
248-437-5505
jen VI-Th t-5 • S»t, & Eve. by appt

W h e n you switch your checking account to Charter O n e and open our new

Specializing in diagnosing hearing loss and
fitting hearing aids for over 18 years
We provide a complete line
of digital hearing aids foi every

Performance Money Market account, your money works evers harder. W i t h our
Performance Money Market account yoy'll receive one of the most competitive rates
' around, and w i t h FDiC insurance you'll have guaranteed peace o f mind. Plus, when
you speri your checking account you'll get access t o our Best i n Class Rewards
Program. Charter O n e , t h e bank for saving 110 matter what you're saving for.

lifestyle and budget

Locally owned and operated
Call:

Member

FDIC

Come in:

1-877-TOP-RATE
Any Charter O n e
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KimCarnicorn.MA.CC.
Masters Degree in Audit I
in Rewards Program required for all interest rate tiers. Minimum opening balance $1,000. Monthly maintenance fee $50 may be waived with minimum daily balance of $1,000.
Terms, conditions and restrictions apply. Fees may reduce earnings. Charter One is RBS Citizens, N.A.
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Backpack and computer
reported stolen from car

Golf cart,
trailer taken
from business

Break-in
C A woman went home to
•3 eat lunch in the 6900
block of Burnly about 1 p.m.
March 10 and found her
adult son had broken into
the house and was standing
with a piece of luggage in the
kitchen.
He had moved from the
home almost five years ago.
After he admitted to her that
he is a drug addict, he fled
the house.
His mother believes that
his plan was to put items in
the luggage and wheel the
luggage inconspicuously out
of the house. She said that,
her son has broken into other
family members' homes also.
When the police arrived,
they found that he used a
lawn chair and a brick from
the garden to break a kitchen
window and enter the house.

Trailer stolen
i A 29-foot enclosed trailer
> with a golf cart inside
were reported stolen from
Westland Transmission,
sun ooiJ/o poru,
W cffTi
taiLANU March 12. The
owner told
police someone had cut off a
lock to get inside the fenced
lot and cut a second lock that
was securing the trailer. The
trailer was valued at $28,000,
the golf cart $5,500.

Vandalism
A Canton man told police
"- March 14 that someone
broke into his vehicle and
stole stereo equipment valued
at $650 while he was parked
at the Emagine Theater,
38535 Ford. The officer
viewed surveillance video
that showed a white SUV pull
up and two people get out.
The driver's door handle was
broken to get into the vehicle.
The suspects couldn't be identified on the video.
Retail fraud
'". On March 14, a Westland
*." woman was arrested for
shoplifting two bottles of
perfume, valued at $53, from
Meijer, 37201 Warren Road.
A store employee told police
he saw the woman, accompanied by a small child, cutting the boxes with a knife,
concealing the perfume in her
purse and leaving the empty
boxes on the shelf.
The employee said that he
had learned the woman, who
was eight months pregnant,
had been arrested previously
for shoplifting at the Belleville
Meijer store. Since she also

room with the items and a
officer said it was unclear
shirt but returned only the
what had broken the window.
shirt to the shelf. Empty boxes
for the earrings and make-up Larceny
were located.
Two bags of returnable
bottles, valued at a total of
$80, were reported stolen
Shoplifting
Vandalism
A resident in the 2300 block from the porch of a home in
Police were* called to
of Deerfield Court told police the 31000 block of Grand
Kohl's, 35000 Warren
Traverse March 10. The owner
March 10 that someone had
Road March 10 after an
said several people trespass in
smashed the rear window of
employee reported a Canton
her yard, cutting through to
his 2004. Pontiac Grand Am
woman had stolen a pair of
the court behind her.
earrings and make-up valued while it was parked in front
at $57. The employee said the > of the home. The damage was
estimated at $500 and the
woman went into a dressing
By LeAnne Rogers

had her 3-year-old son with
her, the pfficer allowed the
woman to contact her mother
in Detroit who posted her
bond.

4

Larceny from vehicle
it.'A resident said that someCf one stole his backpack,
containing his computer,
in the short time that he
placed it in his car 6:45 a.m.
March 9 into his 2002 Chevy
Cavalier which was parked in
the 30900 block of Sheridan.
He left it there while the
car warmed up.
He told the police that he
would look for the computer
serial number and would
check the area pawn shops.
Retail Fraud
A 24-year-old Westland
man was arrested about
11:30 a.m. March 9 at the
Kmart store at 29600 Ford
after he paid for a screwdriver, but didn't pay for
other items like a dust
remover and glow sticks. He
was observed stuffing the
items into his sweatshirt

7

GARDEN CITY
Fraud
The manager at Co-op
Service Credit Union, located at
30091 Ford, reported to police
that a woman fraudulently
opened a checking account on
March 1 and on March 2 cashed
a fraudulent Target payroll
check for about $875.
Upon investigation, the police
found that the same woman
also cashed fraudulent checks
at the Taylor and Redford
Township branches. At her second visit to the Redford branch,
she was arrested.
She told police that she never
worked for Target. She also
told police that she needed the
money to pay off a drug debt.
Retail Fraud
The management at A to Z
Comics and Cards, 32647 Ford,
said that a frequent customer
stole some hard covered comic
books about 4 p.m. March 4.
Other book thefts have been
noticed for some time but
weren't reported to police. .
Larceny
When the police responded
to a call that there was a fight
in progress about 12:30 a.m.
March 10 at Rockstars, 33729
Ford, a woman complained that
one of the men involved stole
her cell phone when she was
trying to protect another man.
She thought that her phone fell
to the ground at that time.
When the police called to
a man to stop who was walking across the parking lot, they
observed him throw something
to the ground in an underhand
motion. It was the woman's cell
phone which was still warm to
the touch.
The man was arrested
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Sereices You Should Expect
Two delicious meals
Make your bed & remove trash
Wash all the linens
,
Full cleaning service
Warm & fuzzy staff
.,
24-hour staffing
Medicare certified services
Access to fitness center
Theater FREE movies & popcorn
Scheduled transportation
Weekly entertainment
.....
FREE ice cream social
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...... Not always provided
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Not always provided
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Are you living in pain?
Now is the time to
RediscoYfr yam mobility,
To teom more.
alfenci one of our next
F i l l ItctMCotioociI S e m i n a r s
6 f© S p m.
Tuesday, March 2$
Thursday, April 22
Tuesday, May 25
To tegister fet o seminar, call
the Center for Jolri Replacement
toctey of /34.6SS.240Q.
stma'ymHfcy.orgi

ih® Center for Joint Replacement at
St Mary Mercy Hospital ricss a comprehensive
team approach to your care
Our expert s*aff will answer youf questions,
discuss Joint pain, Joint replacement
procedures, and Implant option*, learn
about our pso-surgical etesos, choosing a
oersonal coach, group physical therapy
and what to ©xpecf posf-surgssy.
Our clinical »xpartt$a and team approach
means shorter hospital stays,foeftdfpain
management and faster recovory.
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Schoolcraft forum focus Michigan's recovery
Attitudes in Michigan need
to change before the state can
move forward from its economic struggles.
At least that seemed to be
the consensus last week at an
economic job symposium conducted at Schoolcraft College's
VisTaTech School in Livonia.
The symposium was sponsored
by the 11th Congressional
District Democratic
Organization.
"The mindset in Michigan
has to change in order to move
forward," said Dr. Soji Adelaja
of the Land Policy Institute-Bio
Economy. "We need to point
assets in the right direction
and become a more knowledge
based economy."
Adelaja said 95 percent of
Michigan residents believe the
auto industry has to come back,
a statistic he said runs contrary
to studies showing a more
knowledge-based economy is
needed here.
"However, the auto industry
could lead us into having the
best public transportation system in the country," Adelaja said.
Ron Dzwonkowski, Detroit
Free Press associate editor,
moderated the forum and talked about how the broad middle
class in Michigan grew for most
of the 20th century.
"Before the year 2000,
Michigan was 18th in per capita
income; eight years later it is
37th in the nation," he said.
"What made us prosperous in
the past, won't in the future."
Other Michigan statistics
given by the panel included
indications the most prosperous

Colleges offer
motorcycle
safety classes
One out of every nine U.S.
road fatalities accounted in 2009
involved motorcycle riders. This
steady increase in fatalities over
the past decade represents one
of the nation's greatest highway
safety challenges.
In response, the Continuing
Education and Professional
Development department of
Schoolcraft College is continuing to offer its motorcycle safety
classes via the Detroit Regional
Safety Consortium. The
Consortium includes Schoolcraft
College, Henry Ford Community
College, Macomb Community
College, Monroe Community
College,-Oakland Community
College, St. Clair Community
College and Wayne County
Community College. Classes are
available starting Friday, March
19, and run throughout the summer and fall months.
The motorcycle safety program offers a variety of courses
from the Basic Rider Course
for someone who has minimal
knowledge/experience and is
looking to get their motorcycle
endorsement, to the Experienced
Rider Course, which is for
licensed cyclists and is specifically designed for large touring
motorcycles and sport bikes.
Upon successful completion of a
state-approved Motorcycle Safety
Foundation course, the Secretary
of State waives the riding skills
test required for a cycle endorsement. A short written test is
required for license endorsement
and is given at the Secretary of
State at the time of endorsement
application. In addition to the
short written test, a more extensive test will be given as part of
the motorcycle course.
The fee for each of these
courses is only $25, which is
made possible through a grant
administered by the Michigan
Department of State. Since the
motorcycle safety consortium of
seven community colleges was
formed in 1999, the program
has trained more than 41,771
students.
Registration is going on
now and courses run through
September. For more information on the Motorcycle Safety
Program, visit the Web site at
www.schoolcraft.edu/ces/motorcyele-asp or call (734) 462-4448.
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states are in the north. Though
the state is 34th in the country
for its universities, speakers
pointed out, but only 20 percent of the population in metro
Detroit have a four-year degree,
compared to 55 percent in
other major metropolitan areas
with successful economies.
Successful cities, speakers said,
need to broadly diversify their
employment, similar to Chicago
and Minneapolis:
"High tax industries provide good economies," said

Lou Glazer, president of Ann
Arbor-based Michigan's Future.
"Minnesota has one of the highest taxes in the country, with
the lowest unemployment and
best economy, while Mississippi
has the opposite. We cannot
have a Mississippi structure and
want Minnesota's- economy."
There was a common concern
voiced by the audience regarding the slice of population in
metropolitan Detroit that came
from three or four generations
of auto assembly workers. Many

of them are between the ages
of 35-55 years and not able to
retire yet.
"Community colleges must
increase access and affordability for all, including those
who have lower skills and
need more training," said
Mike Hansen, president of
Michigan Community College
Association. "Colleges have seen
a remarkable increase in enrollment in the past few years, with
some programs having waiting Dr. Soji Adelaja toid the audience at last week's economic symposium that
lists, due to lack of space."
the "mindset" in Michigan has to change before the state can move forward.
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WHEN YOU PURCHASE
SPECIAL ORDER
KITCHEN CABINETS
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SPECIAL ORDER
KITCHEN CABINETS

Discount taken at time of order. Offer valid 3/6/10 - 4/16/10. See store for details.
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20-HP"' Automatic
42" L a w n Tractor
•KOHLER engine #317740
May be available via Special Order or
Lowes.com only in select markets.
•Engine horsepower is provided by the
manufacturer for comparison purposes only.
Actual operating HP may be less.

now

$349

was
379

$

Four-Burner Gas Grill
•48,000 BTUs ••12,000 BTU infrared
searing side burner #314073
Grit! Cover
#297940
$46.97 '

fence or deck..
• Get the right products at the
right' price« Guaranteed one-year
warranty on finished labor

Details on our policies and services: Prices may vary after 3/22/10 if there are market variations. ''Was" prices in this advertisement were in effect on 3/12/10 and may vary based on
Lowe's Everyday Low Price policy. See store for details regarding product warranties. We reserve the right to limit quantities. While Lowe's strives to be accurate, unintentional errors may
occur. We reserve the right to correct any error. Prices and promotions apply to US locations only, and are available while supplies last. •Offer limited to Basic Replacement Window,
Installation only. Price is quoted on a per window basis and is available on vinyl replacement windows and wood renovation windows up to 108 united inches. Basic Replacement Window
Installation includes delivery of windows, removal and haul-away of old windows (local disposal fees may be required), and caulking and insulating around openings. The $99 installation
price does not include the cost of the products to be installed. The installation price is only valid for single-family residential properties and cannot be used on multi-family and/or commercial properties. Additional charges will apply for services not included in Basic Replacement Window Installation such as metal frame removal, removal of storm windows, wrapping and
capping of trim and necessary repairs to window opening. Not valid on prior purchases. Mandatory in-home measurement fee (refundable upon project purchase) is required. Offer may
not be available in all markets. See store for details. +$97 offer requires purchase of carpet and pad from Lowe's and only includes labor for installation. Offer is limited to single-family
residential homes. Additional charges may apply, as offer does not include any customization, installation on steps, or any other optional labor such as removal, haul-away, or moving of
furniture. Multi-family and commercial properties will be priced by quote only. Offer not valid on glue-down carpet, prior purchases, and may not be'available in your area. See store for
additional information and listing of all available carpet. • A i l installation services are guaranteed by Lowe's warranty. Professional installation available through independent contractors, licensed and registered where applicable. Licenses issued to or on behalf of Lowe's Home Centers, Inc.: AL-#10185(HB), Mobile #080129, Tuscaloosa #103298; AR #0037290510;
CT#HIC0558162; DE #1993102010; FL-#CCC1326824, #GC1508417, #CRC1327732, #QB0017683; IL-#058-092578, #104014837; KY-Lexington#11562; IN-Griffith #0000725; LA-#LMP
4649(MSTR), CBC#16533; MD-MHIC #91680; MA #148688; Mi-Lowe's Home Centers, Inc., 6122 B Drive North, Battle Creek, Ml 49014, #2102144445; MN #20629859; MS #R03152; NE
#23319; NM #84381; NY-Staten Island #1291730, Brooklyn #1291733, Nassau #H1777890000, Suffolk #43906-H, Buffalo #538744,. Putnam # PC2742-A; Tonawanda #CN0391; ND
#30316; OH-Columbus #G5872, Lancaster #500596, Warren #4266, Whitehall #2599; PA-Sunbury #751, Johnstown #0467; Rl #20575; SO .#21547; TN #00003070; TX #48110; VA
#2701036596A; WV-#WV014656, Bridgeport #30067, Charleston #1043, Morgantown #2010 470, Ranson #556; WI #996016. Licenses issued to or on behalf of Lowe's HIW, Inc.: AK
#28341; AZ #ROC195516; CA #803295; HI-#23784(C53), #23786(053); NV-#C14-0059292, #016-0059290, #C4-0059296, #C8-0059295, #025-0059294, #03-0059293, #C15-0059291;
OR #144017 WA #L0WESHI982BN. © 2010 by Lowe's®. All rights reserved. Lowe's and the gable design are registered trademarks of LF.LLC. R6902
001/6902/062
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Rabbit rescue offers
beer, chocolate samples
BYMATTJACHMAN
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

A Plymouth-based rabbit
rescue organization is getting
readyforone of its biggest
annual fund-raisers.
Hops for Hope, a beer- and
chocolate-tasting event that
benefits Midwest Rabbit Rescue
& Re-home, is planned for 1-5
p.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday, April
3, at The Corner Brewery in
Ypsilanti.
The event, which is limited
to 100 participants, will offer
samples of a half-dozen or so
beers, samples of organic chocolates, fair-trade coffee and a
silent auction of donated Easter
baskets.
They'll even serve "rabbit
food" — a vegetarian appetizer
buffet.
Hops for Hope typically sells
out, said Lisa Powell, a Midwest
Rabbit Rescue & Re-home
board member.
"This is a very good fundraiser for us," she said. The
organization relies heavily on
donations.
Hops for Hope will also be
promoting the nationwide
Make Mine Chocolate campaign, which encourages people
to buy chocolate rabbits, rather
than real ones, for Easter presents.
Midwest Rabbit Rescue &
Re-home shelters abandoned
domesticated rabbits, adopts
them out to applicants who pass
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Midwest Rabbit Rescue & Re-Home's "spokesbunny" hopes for a successful
fund-raiser to benefit the Plymouth-based shelter.

a screening process, and provides people with free education
on rabbit care. The group has a
no-kill policy for the rabbits it
shelters.
According to Powell, the
group has found homes for
more than 750 rabbits and
helped more than 1,000 rabbits in not quite five years of
existence. Volunteers — there
are no paid employees — donate
more than 1,100 hours a month
to the group.
Rabbit "surrenders" usually climb in the months after
Easter, Powell said, as the bunnies grow and the novelty wears
off for people who've purchased
them. Surrenders have grown

with the downturn in the economy, she said, as people are less
able to afford their pets, and
Midwest Rabbit Rescue & Rehome even rescues rabbits from
houses that struggling families
have abandoned.
Tickets to Hops for Hope can be purchased by calling (734) 717-8545, or on
line at www.rabbitrr:org. Tickets are
$20 each; those who don't drink alcohol can sample the chocolates, coffee
and buffet for $10 each. Drinkers must
be 21 or older; children under 12 can
get in free. No tickets will be sold a t .
the door. The Corner Brewery is at 720
Norris Street, Ypsilanti.
mjachman@ihometownlife.com [ (313) 222-2405
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Plymouth-based rabbit rescue
offers education to owners
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Think a baby bunny rabbit might make a cute Easter
present? The Plymouth-based
Midwest Rabbit Rescue & Rehome wants you to think again.
While adorable and intelligent, a pet bunriy represents
a 10-year commitment that
many people find — after the
fact — they aren't ready to
make, said Lisa Powell, a board
member and spokeswoman for
Midwest Rabbit Rescue & Rehome
"Easter isn't the time to, on
a whim, adopt a rabbit," said
Powell, of Canton Township.
"They're cute and they're hard
to resist, but if you're not ready
for that commitment..."
Rabbits need attention,
Powell said, can be aggressive if not spayed or neutered,
and are potentially destructive
(they love to chew electrical
cords). If kept outside, they're
vulnerable to predators, disease and the elements, she said.
Midwest Rabbit Rescue &
Re-home, which marks its fifth
anniversary this year, shelters
unwanted domesticated rabbits
and adopts out rabbits to applicants who pass its screening
process.
. ,
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"Hops for
Hope"at
The Corner
Brewery in
Ypsilanti
benefits
Plymouthbased Midwest
Rabbit Rescue
& Re-Home.
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Just as importantly, the
group provides education and
support to rabbit owners who
want to keep and care for their
rabbits responsibly.
"I want people to understand
that they've made a commitment to the animal," said
Powell, who has two rabbits at
her home.
The shelter, on Holbrook in
Old Village, has regular open
houses from noon to 4 p.m.
on Saturdays and Sundays.
Visitors can learn about the
care and feeding of rabbits, and
even have their rabbits' nails
trimmed.
"Our ideal situation, is to
have someone, rather than just
come and drop their rabbit
on our doorstep, come in and

learn about their rabbit," said
Powell.
Midwest Rabbit Rescue &
Re-home relies entirely on
volunteer support and heavily
on donations. There is a core
group of about 25 volunteers,
Powell said, who keep the place
running. Powell herself has volunteered for about two years,
since losing her job.
"I needed somewhere to go,"
she said. "I needed something
to do with my time."
Midwest Rabbit Rescue & Re-home is
at 882 North Holbrook, near Spring
Street, Plymouth. The phone number
is (248) 912-7976 and the Web site is
midwestrabbitrriyahoo.com.
mjachmanihometownlife.com | (313) 222-8899

Easter activities keep kids hoppin'

&

*

•

i : , ^ ; ' ^ . - —•-:.i' ;

Get your kids in mood for
Easter with some very bunny
activities being offered in
Westland.
• Westland Civitan Bunny
Brunch, sponsored by the
Westland Civitan Club
and Westland Parks and
Recreation, will be held 9 a.m.
to noon Saturday, March 27, at
the Harris-Kehrer VFW Post
Hall at 3323 S. Wayne Road.
The cost is $3 for children 112 years and $5 for ages 13 and.
older. All ages are welcome, but
all children must have adult
supervision.
Included is all-you-can-eat
homemade, hot off the griddle
pancakes with butter, syrup,
breakfast sausage, juice, coffee, tea and milk. Besides the
wonderful brunch, there will
be a special visit by the Easter
Bunny. Children are encouraged to make and wear an
Easter bonnet or hat for their
picture with the Easter Bunny.
Bring your own camera to take
photos.
For more information, call
Donna Jensen at (734) 7298075.

• Lunch with Easter Bunny
noon-2:30 p.m. Saturday,
March 27, at the Maplewood
Community Center on
Maplewood west of Merriman.
The lunch is for children
ages 3-12 and includes lunch of
pizza, salad, cookies and beverage, photos with the Easter
Bunny (bring your camera),
face painting, games, entertainment in the gym, and a
really Egg-citing Egg Hunt.
Seats are limited. Tickets
cost $6 and must be purchased
in advance at Maplewood
Community Center. Last day to
purchase tickets is March 30.
The lunch is made possible
by the support of the Garden
City Kiwanis Club and senior
volunteers. For more information call (734) 793-1850.
• The Westland Jaycees
Easter Egg Scramble, cosponsored by the Jaycees and
Westland Parks and Recreation
Department, is scheduled for
1-4 p.m. Saturday, March 27, in
Jaycee Park, at Wildwood and
Hunter. The event is open to
youngsters age 14 and younger.
For more information con-

tact the Bailey Center at (734)
722-7620 or the Westland
Jaycee Hotline at (734) 2260400.
• Easter Delight Night at
the Bailey Recreation Center
4:30-6 p.m. Monday, March 2,
will give kids a chance to make
Easter eggs and their very own
Easter basket. Youngsters will
decorate a basket and then
make different types of Easter
eggs. All supplies are included.
The program is open to children 3-12 years old; children
under 6 must be accompanied
by an adult. The cost is $25 per
child - $5 payable to the City of
Westland and $20 payable to
the teacher at the class.
The Westland Civitan Club
has arranged for the Easter
Bunny to visit briefly on his
way to decorate his own eggs.
Parents are encouraged to
bring a camera, if you would
like pictures with the Easter
Bunny.
, Pre-register by March 25 at
the Bailey Center is required.
Supplies for your projects will
not be available, if you do not
pre-register.

LOCAL NEWS

online at hometownlife.com

Last chance to be part of frog survey
The last training session for
those interested in surveying
Rouge area wetlands for frogs
and toads is this 10 a.m. to
noon Saturday March 20, at
the Bloomfield Township Hall,
4200 Telegraph, Bloomfield
Township
Interested volunteers need
to pre-register at the Friends
of the Rouge Web site (www.
therouge.org) or call (313) 7929621.
Last Saturday, more than
100 people attended the workshop in Livonia despite the cold
rain. There are still many areas
within the watershed that
need surveying. Survey areas
are limited to wetlands within
the Rouge River Watershed
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which encompasses 466 square for many species.
Friends of the Rouge is a
miles in the Detroit area.
Participants must be willing to non-profit 501(c)3 organization
dedicated to restoration and
survey after dark several evestewardship of the Rouge River
nings a month March through
ecosystem through education,
July.
citizen involvement and other
The survey is a simply prescollaborative efforts, for the
ence/absence survey that has
purpose of improving the qualbeen conducted by Friends
ity of life for the people, plants,
of the Rouge since 1998 and
and animals of the watershed.
provides information on the
health of Rouge wetlands. The
The Rouge Watershed Frog
presence of several species of
and Toad Survey has been
frog and
coordinated by Friends of
the Rouge since 1998 and is
toad is a good indication of
healthy wetlands. Wetlands are partially funded by a Rouge
River National Wet Weather
critical in restoring the water
Demonstration Project grant.
quality of the Rouge River
because they absorb rain water, For more information, visit the
Friends of the Rouge's Web site
filter pollutants, reduce floodat www.therouge.org.
ing as well as provide habitat

People pick up
information
about the
frog and toad
survey during
the recent
presentation at
the Livonia Civic
Center Library.

COMMUNITY CALENDAR
it provides door-to-door rides to
TOPS 869 meetings
non-emergency medical and other Time/date: Mondays, weigh-ins at
necessary appointments for senior 5:30 p.m., followed by the meeting
and disabled residents of Garden
at 6:15 p.m.
City, Livonia and Westiand who are Location; Adams Senior Village,
unable to drive and have no alter2001 Kaley Ave., south of Palmer,
native transportation. Volunteers
Westiand.
can specify days, times, and areas Details: The group is for people
they're willing to drive.
age 18 and older.
Contact: Call (888) 660-2007 and
Contact: The group which meets
leave a message.
on Mondays is for people age 18
Ail-bred Cat show
and older.
Earth Angels
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Details: Earth Angels, a children's American Legion Post 251
Saturday-Sunday, April 10-11
entertainment/ performance
Toastmasters
Time/date: 7 p.m. first Tuesday of
Location: Allen Perk Community
non-profit group composed of
Location: Westiand Easytalkers
the month
Center, 15800 White St., Allen Park
kids ages 9 -16 years old, is curToastmasters Club meets every
Location: 1217 Merriman Road,
Details: Sponsored by the Just
rently looking to fill spots. There's
Thursday at 6:45 P.M. in the lower
between Avondale and Palmer,
Cat-in-Around Cat Fanciers, the
opening for girls ages 9 -11, with
level of the Bailey Recreation
Westiand.
show will feature i!25 pedigreed
at least two years of dance experiCenter, located behind the
Details: All veterans, male and
cats and kittens, four different Cat
Westiand City Hall on Ford between ence, and boys, ages 9 -12 with no female with a honorable discharge
Fanciers Association internationexperience needed just an interest
Wayne Road and Newbufgh.
are welcome to join.
ally qualified judges each day.
in performing. The group delivers
Details: Toastmasters provides
Contact: www.post251.org or call
Admission is $6 for adults $5 for.
a high energy show made up of
a supportive environment where
(734)326-2607
seniors $4 for children and no
members can overcome the fear of choreographed dance routines
charge for those under age 5.
Higher Rock Cafe
spiced with theatrics and lip-synspeaking in public. The memberContact: Cathy Hawley at (248)
Time/date:
7:30 p.m. second and
ship is a diverse group from differ- ching to the great Oldies music of
393-1986 or visit tie Web site at
fourth
Fridays
of the month.
the '50s and '60s as well as some
ent walks of life.
www.cfa.org
Location: Wayne-Westland Salvation
current
fare.
Contact: For information, call Bill
Army, 2300 Venoy, south of Palmer,
Crafting at the Kirk
at (734) 306-3980 or Curt at (734) Contact: www.earthangelsontour. Westiand.
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.
org or by e-mail to eangel1986@
525-8445.
Details: Doors open at 7:30 p.m. Live
Saturday, April 3
comcast.net
Trainorama Extra 2010
bands perform beginning at 8 p.m.
Location: Kirk of Our Savior
Time/Date: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m.,
Presbyterian Church, 36660 Cherry Sunday, March 21
Hill, west of Wayne Road, Westiand Location: Costick Activities
Details: Are you someone who
Center, 2860011 Mile, Farmington
CITY OF WESTLAND
enjoys crafting bit find it hard to Hills
NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
set aside the time? Feel free to
Details: Sponsored by the Redford
join other craften; at Kirk of Our
Model Railroad Club. A special flea
On Thursday, April 1, 2010, various items of the City Westiand,
Savior Presbyterian Church the
Special Investigations Unit will be sold at public auction. The
market for train buffs of all ages
first Saturday of each month to
auction will be held at Insurance Auto Auction 8251 Rawsonville
featuring scale model railroad
Road, Belleville, MI, County of Wayne, at 10:30 a.m. The following
work on your projects. Just bring
equipment and supplies (new and
items will be offered for sale to the highest bidder:
along your scraptooking, quilting,
used), toy trains (new and antique),
or any other craft projects that
plus a wide variety of railroad
Model
Stock Year Make
you'd like to work on during the
1LNLM9749PY679126
6446319 1993 LINCOLN CONTN'L
oriented antiques and collectibles
time. There is a $2 table fee.
1G3WH55M1RD336306
6443288 1994 OLDS
CUTLASS
(lanterns, dining car china and sil2MELM74W6RX644690
6451934 1994 MERCURY MARQUIS
verware, signs, paintings, station
6441125 1995 FORD
1FALP4049SF109291
MUSTANG
YMCA Mom-2-Mcm Sale
6443391 1995 FORD
ESCORT
1FASP11J8SW311795
clocks, locomotive builder's plates,
Time/Date: 2-5 p.m., Sunday,
6427097 1996 FORD
EXPLORER
1FMDU34X7TUC43697
old
train
schedules,
old
railroad
March 21. Early bird admission is
6441244 1997 LINCOLN TOWN CAR
1LNLM82W7VY709837
stock certificates, etc.) Admission
6426949 2000 CHEVY
BLAZER
1GNCT18W2YK246820
at 1p.m.
6451615 2000 BUICK
$5; children under 12 free with paid
CENTURY
2G4WS52J3Y1231039
Location: Livonia YMCA, 14255
6484728 2003 CHEVY
CAVALIER
1G1JH54F937186344
adult admission.
Stark Rd., just north of I-96 in
6383789 2006 YAMAHA WATERCRAFT YAMA1892C606
Contact: (313) 565-1027 or (734)
6383814 2006 YAMAHA WATERCRAFT YAMA1798C606
Livonia
953-2546
Details: Admission is $1 and early
Vehicles are sold in "as is" condition.
. bird admission is $2. Large item
Fish Diai-A-Ride
The referenced vehicles, as well as many others, may be previewed
room; gently usee children's cloth- Location: Garden City, Livonia and
by prospective buyers on Wednesday, March 31,2010, from 8:30 am
- 4:30 pm. Vehicles may be deleted from this list at any time prior
ing. Event proceeds to benefit the
Westiand
to the start of the auction. Terms and Conditions will be applicable
YMCA Strong Kids program.
Details: Fish Dial-A-Ride of
to any item sold. Registration fees apply.
Contact; (734) 261-2161
Western Wayne County is seekListings for the Community
Calendar can be suomitted by e-mail
at smasonihometownlife.com. They
also can be mailedtoSue Mason
at 615 W. Lafayette - Second Level,
Detroit, Ml 48226; or faxed to her
attention at fax at (313) 223-3318.
For more information, call (313) 2226751.

UPCOMING EVENTS

12-hour Crop event
Time/Date: 9 a.m. to 9 p.m.

Saturday, March 20
Location: Garden City High School,
6500'Middlebelt, north of Ford,
Garden City
Details: Garden City High School
Project Graduation is sponsoring
the cropping fund-raiser. The cost
is $30 per person and includes.
food and drinks.
Contact: Cindy Phillips at (734)
427-7549, Lisa Chambo at (734)
427-4485 or Karen Boyd at (734)
427-2447

ing volunteer drivers. A nonprofit community service group,

Publish: March 18, 2010

Admission is free, however, a free will
offering will be taken to support the
bands.
Contact: www.tsa.higherrocKcafe.4t.
com or call (734) 722-3660

FOR SENIORS

and noon to 6 p.m. Surtday. Annual
membership is $50 per year or $1
for a daily pass. Aerobic classes
are held 8:45-9:45 a.m. Tuesday
and Thursday.
Contact: (734) 793-1870

FOR YOUR HEALTH

Friendship Center
Location: 1119 N. Newburgh,
Westiand
Details: The Senior Resources
Department (Friendship Center)
offers a variety of programs for
older adults.
Contact: (734) 722-7632, www.
ci.westland.mi.us

Dyer Center
Location: 36745 Marquette,
between Wayne Road and
Marquette, Westiand
Details: Offers acttvitiesMondayFriday at the center.
Contact: (734) 419-2020

Senior Fitness
Location: Maplewood Senior
Center, Maplewood west of
Merriman, Garden City
Details: The Senior Fitness Room
is open 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. weekdays, 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Saturday

Safe Place
Time/date: 7 p.m. Thursdays
Location: Fellowship Hall at
Merriman Road Baptist Church,
2055 Merriman, Garden City.
Details: A SAFE PLACE is based on
the Alcoholics for Christ program.
Contact: Russ Weathers at (734)
422-1995

Adult Day Services
Time/Date: 7:30 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
weekdays
Location: 570 S Main St., Plymouth
Detail: A structured weekday alternative for adults in need of supervision. Program provides activities
and discussions to meet social,
recreational and personal needs
unique to dependent individuals
Contact: Laurie Krause at laurie.
Iifecareads@gmail.com and (734)
956-2600

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE
Pursurant to State Law a sale will be held at: Secured
Self Storage, 6855 Yale, Westiand, MI, March 27, 2010 at
1:00 p.m,
#148: Brian McKelvey; #208 Robert Blalock II; #331 Scott
Bowles; #402 Doris Edwards; #439 Dennis Weise; #722 Dennis
Weise; #807 Mark Swain; #1101 Robert Norton III.
Units contain misc. household items-furniture.
Publish: March 11 & 18, 2010

OE08693069-2x2

CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION
On Thursday, March 25, 2010, various items of the City Westiand,
Department of Public Works will be sold at public auction. The
auction will be held at Insurance Auto Auction 8251 Rawsonville
Road, Belleville, MI, County of Wayne, at 10:30 a.m. The following
items will be offered for sale to the highest bidder:

Stock
6613376

Year
2000

Make
Pontiac

Model
Sunfire

VM
1G2JB5244Y7456277

Vehicles are sold in "as is" condition.
The referenced vehicles, as well as many others, may be previewed
by prospective buyers on Wednesday, March 24,2010, from 8:30 am
- 4:30 pm. Vehicles may be deleted from this list at any time prior to
the start of the auction.

OE08693704 2x4.5

Terms and Conditions will be applicable to any item sold.
Registration fees apply.
Publish: March 18.2010
OE086S3707-2X3

Credilieai^Diilit?
Over $10,000 in credit card bills?
Only making the minimum payments?
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- We can get you out of debt in months instead of years
• We can save you thousands of dollars
• We can help you avoid bankruptcy

Michigan Pr« .•-A-.827 MWasf- Lansing, M l * '•
Phone: Si 7.3
Fax §17372 '
Michtgarfre:.
Mi-D&riflmi" • "

Not a high-pries d consolidation ioan or one of those consumer credit counseling programs
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«.'r i w r $<mi Place a 25-worrf
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M t:higsw» Press Association.
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CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF MEETING
A petition has been presented to the Planning Commission of the
City of Westiand, Wayne County, Michigan:

Case #2175, Public Hearing for Special Land Use Approval
for Proposed Americano's Family Dining Restaurant, 30785
Ann Arbor Trail, Parcel #007-01-0583-007, South Side of Ann
Arbor Trail, East of Merriman Road, Ismat Saleh
and
Case #2176, Public
hearing for Proposed Mechanical
Amusement Devices License for Funtazia Video Gaming
Center, 30775 Ann Arbor Trail, Parcel #007-01-0583-007,
South Side of Ann Arbor Trail, East of Merriman Road,
Ismat Saleh

Nt&iiv... A new pKx&ara mates eomwaas

«, nir* J K.ifc <3 v r v >* *tn> IM. ! '<vii «i
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The Deartom inn
20301 Oakwood Boulevard
Dearborn, Ml

1-877-28S-7301

He has captivated audiences w«ft*fe. On his internationally isfritated
Ml shows, Crossing Over «!h John Edward and John Edwafd Cross
Country, he uses i s unique abilitiestoconnect people with low! ones
who toe passed on. Deeply catpifeg, often startling ami occasionally
tarr<orous,..dc:fl!t miss this intimate evening with John Bteid.

Get Your Tickets Today!
www.TeteCharge.com or www.JorinEdward.net
Teiecharge 800-233-3123
Reading notguaaniesd.

* * ] ••- • " ' " • » = ' -

Community Newspaper
Group:
Observer & Eccentric Newspapers
Hometown Weekly Newspapers

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that a public hearing of the City of
Westiand Planning Commission will be held at City Hall, 36601
Ford Road, Westiand, Michigan at 7:30 p.m., April 6,2010.
Written comments may be submitted to the Planning Commission
before 5:00 p.m. one (1) day prior to the scheduled meeting.

1 -800-579-7355
oeads&hometownlife.com

Kenneth B. Sharp, Chairman
'
Westiand Planning Commission
Publish: March 18, 2010
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OPINION
COMMUNITY VOICE

Saving W-W is
a group effort
Preserving public education in Michigan is a
daunting task at best these days. More and more
school districts are closing schools, privatizing support services and seeking concessions from employees and layoffs in an effort to cut costs and balance
their budgets.
The results of a survey conducted by Michigan
School Business Officials paint a gloomy picture
for public K-12 education in Michigan. Of school
districts responding, 47 face deficits this year and
the number could double in 2010-11. Cutting costs
is now a way of life for districts hoping to avoid deficits.
The Wayne-Westland Community Schools
wants to cut $19 million out of its budget in hopes
of weathering the state's financial crisis without
becoming one cf those districts that slips into deficit. The district is closing six elementary schools
which will save some $5 million and is looking to save an additional $4.5 million in concessions from employees. Last week, the school board
approved the first of concessionary agreements from
its building and central office administrators as well
Superintendent Greg Baracy and his deputy superintendents, Charlotte Sherman and Gary Martin.
The pay freezes and co-pays for health care represent about $315,000 in savings, a drop in the bucket
in comparison to what is needed. Negotiations are in
the preliminary stages with the district's employee
groups in hopes that they will also agree to pay and
step freezes.
Giving back isn't an easy thing for unions to do.
Each gain that's been made has been fought for over
the years. But now is not the time for a no way-no how
stand. In December when the school board approved
the school closings, Nancy Strachan, president of the
Wayne-Westland Education Association, put the district on notice that her members should not have to
shoulder the burden of the state's fiscal problems.
It's a noble stance but out of place in these current
economic times. It doesn't matter where your employees stand in comparison to other Wayne County school
districts — according to Strachan's statements in
December, "Wayne-Westland teachers are in the bottom quarter in pay in Wayne County." Highest paid,
lowest paid, it just doesn't matter. What does is maintaining the educational program and jobs.
The unions need only look around to see what is
happening in other districts to realize that working
with administrators to save money is the better road
to follow. Three mndred bus drivers lost their jobs in
Detroit due to privatization, and bus drivers and bus
aides received their pink slips in Garden City this week
as the district looks into a partial privatization of bus
services. Even the Livonia Public Schools is considering increasing class sizes, reducing bus transportation and raising- lunch prices to help offset a projected $14.7 million deficit in 2010-11.
We urge the district's employee unions to look
long and hard at what they can do to help the district weather this fiscal crisis. It's time to set aside
those county-wide stats and focus on the ones that
are most imporant — the 12,000-plus students in
Wayne-Westland who deserve a good education.
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Are you ready for spring?
We asked this question at the Maplewood Community Center in Garden City.

•*

"Actually, I'm ready for
spring. I want to play plf."

"I'm ready for spring. We've
had too much snow."

Norbert Underwood

Alyvia Bodnovits

Wayne

Garden City

"Oh, yes, absolutely. I'm
tired of the snow."

"Oh, yes, we've just got to
get rid of this snow."

Fran Reid
•

Westiand

%^7
*J*r\

Hazel Deeley
'

Westland

LETTERS
Rememtaim; 'Mrs. Westland'

WHAT DO YOU THINK?

Whenyou hear the name Justine whatperson
comes fa mind
We welcome your Letter t o the Editor.
It belongs to a woman who was generous and Please include your name, address and
kind
phone number for verification. We ask your
Some caUher thepolitical, matriarch of the
letters be 4 0 0 words or less. We may edit
City ofWesthnd
for
clarity, space and content.
She loved her community and always extendSubmit
letters via the following formats.
ed a helping hand
She, her husband, Jonathan, and two sons
E-mail: smasonfhometownlife.com.
ScottandDuane
Blog: You may also let your opinions be heard
For-27'yearslivedinNorwaynewhereeverywith your own blog at hometownlife.com.
one knew their name
Deadline: Letters must be received by 9 a.m.
In earlier days she was active in the Jefferson
Monday to be published in the Thursday edition.
SchodPTA
Theschoolwas named Jefferson-Barns, inner
honor, at a later day
reading letters in this forum from a self
For women in government in our city, Justine proclaimed member of a local "Tea Party."
paved the way
Although I believe in free speech, I wish
McKnight, DeHart, andCicirelli, are female only informed people with valid points of
view were allowed to be published.
names you hear today
She was elected to the city charter commission, That having been said, overall I wish to conthe only female
sider discounting most, if now all of the disShe climbed tirelessly up thepolitical ladder, information given by said writer. For months
herpolitical ship set sail
he has been blaspheming President Obama,
She was the first woman elected to the first Citydisrespecting him in a way that would be
laughable if not for my concern that the otherCouncil qfiVestland
wise uninformed reader may form an opinion
A position she heldfor around 16years, now
based on what they have read here.
top that f you can
She was seen at many events that famous
Further, the efforts being made by priJustine smilingfaee
marily the Democrats in Congress to pass
It-is my guess she had some doubles running health care legislation is undermined by
people like that writer who characterbase around this place
In 1983 she donned a new hat, she was elected izes those efforts as wrong for America.
Nothing could be further from the truth.
asourStateRep
. Where she served in Lansingfor 12 years, gave The writer cites that "polls" show the
American people are mostly against health
her community extra help
The good deeds of Justine are too numerous to care reform, and more specifically "this
health care bill."
mentionthemaU
Like generous donations to the Westland
I believe most people don't know what
Public Library is one you may recall
is in the legislation put forth by the House
Allofyou know by now this lady is JUSTINE and the Senate. I would like to weigh in
on what I believe most American people
BARNS... and that name will stand
I have in mind a new title,from this day forth, want in the form of health care legislation.
We want real reform that brings down our
let her be known as our "Mrs. Westland"
Poem written March 8,2010 costs for health care coverage. We want to
By Ruth Dale greatly limit insurance companies control
on what is covered (or what they will pay
Westland for and "allow"). And finally, we want
everyone who wishes to have health care
What Americans want
coverage to be able to get it.
For several months now I have been
That is what the American people want,

which means most people do want health
care reform. All of those items I cited are
in both versions of the health care bills
passed. They now have to be reconciled into
one bill and moved to President Obama's
desk and signed into law.
Let's hope it does.
Patricia Linna
Westland

Keep government transprent
Almost 200 years ago, James Madison wrote,
"A popular government, without popular information, or the means of acquiring it, is but a prologue to a farce or a tragedy; or, perhaps, both."
His words remain a call to action today.
Given the gravity ofthe issues facing our
nation, the needforpublic access to governmental decisions and policies that affect all
Americans is greater than ever. Access to this
information allows citizens to hold their government accountable at the local, state, and national
level. Whether it is to track how federal stimulus dollars are being spent or to attend a local
government meeting where land use or school
funding decisions are being made, "sunshine
laws" afford us access and create government
transparency.
However, these laws are only as good as we,
the people, demand that they be. During his
first year in office, President Obama has made
a commitment to creating a more transparent,
participatory and collaborative federal government Now, it is our responsibility as residents of
Westland and Wayne County to ensure that this
same commitment is made here.
March 14-20 is Sunshine Week (held around
Madison's birthday), a national initiative to promote the importance of open government and
freedom ofinformation. I encourage everyone
to attend a local government meeting or visit
the Web sites ofWestland and Wayne County to
leam more about what our government is doing.
As members ofthe League ofWomen Voters,
we are continuously answering Madison's call to
action. We are working to keep our community
fair, vibrant and strong, starting with having an
open and transparent government.
president League of Women Voters
of NW Wayne County

Community college - great learning value close to home
ur community colleges are the Rodney
Dangerfield of higher education. They just
"don't get no respect" — respect that they
deserve and continue earning every day.
Community colleges are the grand entranceways to enhancing knowledge and skills, giving
individuals a boost up life's economic ladder while strengthening our
communities. At Schoolcraft
Community the students are
being taught by instructors who
are focused on teaching what
; - _•** ; they know best, and students
\jk „ „<. are saving themselves and their
mim, *"*/>' it&A families a ton of cash. Given
B I I L it" i H

1;

he troubling, tumultuous,

Tom Watkins
transformational times we are
»«„»»», now living in, our community
colleges are truly a life saver for
many.
"Too often, community colleges are treated as
an afterthought — if they're thought of at all,"
President Obama said in a speech at Macomb
County Community College last summer. The
president proposed sinking $12 billion into
revamping our country's community college
system. This ambitious and much-needed plan
would invest $9 billion in grant money to boost
academic programs and raise graduation rates,
plus another $2.5 billion to upgrade school

infrastructure. It would also fund open-source
e-learning courses so that schools don't have to
build more classrooms to admit more students.
(See my 2005 Wayne State University report
on the value of e-learning: Exploring Elearning for
Michigan: The New Education
(Revolution) <http://www.inacol.org/
research/docs/e-learningreport.pdf>).
While this good news of financial help
for community colleges was delivered in
Michigan by the president of the United
States, the soaring rhetoric has yet to translate into money. Legislative bills are still
winding their way through committees in
Congress.
Locally, Schoolcraft makes a significant
difference in helping prepare students and
employees for our hyper-competitive, disruptive, and technologically driven global
economy, where ideas and jobs can now
move across the globe effortlessly.
Thirty years ago, on average, Michigan's
community colleges received nearly 50
percent of their funding from state appropriations and another 25 percent each from
property taxes and tuition. Today, the state's
contribution is less than half that — 20 percent — while the other 80 percent is derived
from property taxes and tuition, according

to Mike Hansen, president of the Michigan
Community College Association.
In the last Michigan budget cycle, community colleges were one of the only areas
not reduced, and we'll be fortunate to repeat
that again this year. Yet we all know that
may be difficult when costs such as health
care, utilities and pensions continue to rise
and tax revenue has flatlined.
Community colleges are supported by
state appropriations that have declined or
been flat and property tax revenues that are
threatened by serious declines in property
values. Making up the difference for the loss
of revenue from state and local property
taxes by adopting huge tuition increases is
unrealistic, especially in the depressed economy Michigan currently finds itself in.
Another reason for investing in our community colleges is how responsive they are
to local needs by providing re-education for
laid-off workers. These colleges are also agile
in providing classes on demand by employers.
Community colleges respond like a speedboat in providing education to meet immediate community and business needs. My support for community college education is personal as well as professional. I am a product
of Michigan's excellent community college
system with degrees from Michigan State

and Wayne State built upon the solid education I received at Henry Ford Community
College in Dearborn. I would not have had
the exciting and rewarding career I enjoy
without the educational foundation provided
by the excellent instructors at Henry Ford
— they are there to teach, and they do so
with passion, excellence and hands-on experience.
Community colleges are essential to
Michigan's ability to move from the state that
"put the world on wheels" to the state that
provides the education and skills to all its
citizens to compete as we reinvent ourselves.
At a time when national data suggest that one
of every five students at our finest and more
costly universities requires developmental
and remedial assistance to graduate, the
value of a quality, less-costly community college education comes into sharper focus.
Perhaps former President Bill Clinton captured the value of our local community colleges
best when he reflected, "If community colleges
had yet to be invented, there would be a mad
rush to do so today."
Tom Watkins is an education and business consultant in
the U.S. and China and served as Michigan's state superintendent of schools from 2001-2005. He can be reached at
tdwatkins@aol.com.

LOCAL NEWS

online at hometownlife.com

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, March 18,2010

You can check credit report for free; fix errors
I was doing some research
1 online and what caught my
I attention was the number of
ads for credit reports.
In the past, a credit report
was only important when you
were thinking
of obtaining
credit (i.e.,
applying for
a credit card
or mortgage.)
Fast forward to
today and you
will find that
credit reports
Money Matters
are used for
much more
Rick Bloom
than obtaining
credit. Credit
reports have been used to determine auto insurance premiums.
I don't know what credit has
to do with whether you are a
good driver, but the reality is it
does factor into the equation in
determining your premium.
In addition, more employers
have been using credit reports
in making hiring decisions.
In fact, I recently read where
a man was explaining that he
obtains credit reports on the
women he dates because he
doesn't want to marry anyone
with poor credit. It's sometimes hard to figure out why

someone's credit report enters
into the equation, but it does.
Because credit reports are used
so often and for a variety of different reasons, it is important to
occasionally check on the status
of your report.
There are three main credit
reporting agencies: Equifax,
Experian and TransUnion.
These are all independent of
each other, which means just
because one company may
show your credit report as clean
doesn't mean the others will.
Therefore, it is important to
review your credit report with
all three companies.
Several years ago a federal
law was passed which requires
the credit reporting bureaus
to provide consumers with a
free credit report once every 12
months. It is this law that has
caused some confusion.
There are many ads on
television and online offering
free credit reports. The commercial I've seen the most is by
FreeCreditReport.com which is
owned by Experian.
Although many of these companies are legitimate, they offer
a service at a cost. Typically, the
free credit report is used to get
you to sign up for other services.
Then there are other com-

panies that are not legitimate.
They are either trying to trick
you into signing up for a service
that you don't need or, worse,
some are attempting to steal
your identity.
The one place you can be
assured is on the up-and-up is
AnnualCreditReport.com. This
is the only place that you can go
where the three credit bureaus
are required by law to provide
you with a free credit report.
In using AnnualCreditReport.
com you are allowed one free
report every 12 months from the
three credit reporting bureaus.
The question is do you obtain
them at once or do you spread
them but getting one report
every four months? I see solid
reasons for both strategies. By
receiving all your credit reports
at once it does allow you to
compare all three reports at
once which you cannot do if
you spread the reports out over
time. On the other hand, if you
do spread the reports out over
a four-month period, it may
allow you to catch some erroneous information that has been
placed on your credit report.
I really do not know which
strategy is better than the other.
I think whatever one you use is
fine. The key is to just do some-

(WGc)

Chili cook-off benefits Tail Waggers

thing.
What if you discover mistakes
on your credit report? Although
it is time-consuming and
somewhat tedious, there are
set procedures to correct misinformation. The key is to dot
your "I's" and cross your "T's."
AnnualCreditReport.com has
very good information about
how to correct errors. Of course,
this is different than the companies advertising about fixing
your credit. It is those companies that I am leery. There are
legitimate companies that help
repair credit. However, if anyone tells you there is an easy fix,
the red flag ought to go up.
Take advantage of the law
and obtain your free credit
reports on ayear-by-year basis.
Obviously, I am very skeptical of
free products. However, you can
be assured that when you go to
AnnualCreditReport.com you
actually can obtain your credit
reports for free without strings
attached.
Good luck!

Calling all chili lovers. Do
you, or someone you know,
have the best tasting chili in
the world?
If so, you will want to
enter the Chili, Hoops &
Hounds chili cook-off. Tail
Wagger's USA, a local nonprofit animal-welfare organization, is going to be the
proud recipient of funds that
are raised at Chili, Hoops &
Hounds, a Chili Cook-Off on
Sunday, March 28, at UAW
Local 182 at 35603 Plymouth
Road, Livonia. The cook-off
begins at lp.m.
Interested participants
can enter for only $25 and
receive a signature Chili,
Hoops & Hounds apron.
Grand prizes will be awarded
in each of the three categories: red meat, white meat
and vegetarian. The winner
of the People's Choice Award,
voted on by the general public, will receive a Char-Broil
Commercial Series 3-Burner
Quantum LP gas grill, valued

Rick Bloom is a fee-only financial
adviser. Observer & Eccentric readers
can submit questions at moneymatters@hometowniife.com. For more
information, visit his Web site at www.
bloomassetmanagement.com.

/
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at$399The public is invited to
come out and enjoy a variety
of up to 30 different chili
samples for only $1 or an
all-you-can-eat special of
$15. French bread is also
included.
Bring the kids as there will
be ah interactive basketball
challenge, face-painting, and
origami for the little ones to
enjoy.
Interested participants
must register by contacting Marilu Reznik at www.
taVilwaggersusa@aol.com
or by calling (248) 231-2842.
Register early, space is limited to 30 participants.
Tail Wagger's USA is a
non-profit organization,
committed to helping people
help animals. It is their ultimate goal to be able to support dedicated pet owners
who are in need of assistance
along with providing necessary funding for those animals in emergency situations.

An exceptional home-like setting for
Active/Alert, Frail/Recovering,
Memory Impaired and Alzheimer's residents,

1

Canton Animal Hospital

N

• Medical, Surgical & Dental
• Emergency Care
• Orthopedic Specialist Available

Have you ever wondered where you fit into God's plan?
An exciting new series of personal stories, talks, and
testimonies may help you answer that question for yourself.
The series, "WHY BE CATHOLIC?", which debuted to
standing-room-only crowds last January, continues on
March 24th, at 7 PM, in the school cafeteria, with former
Baptist turned Catholic turned newly-ordained priest, Fr.

(fractures, cruciate repair, bone plating, etc.)

# • Grooming, Boarding & Day Care
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Where Do YOU Fit?

• Full Service Pet Hospital
• State of the Art Facility

50%

Lapsed Catholic Agnostic
Protestant Evangelical
~ Non-Christian "CafeteriaCatholic"
Traditional Catholic Atheist

";,. -

Employment Opportunities Available

Low Examination Fee

-2d Hour Professional Staffing
-Private/Semi Private/Barrier Free
-3 Home Cooked Meals A Day
-Daily Housekeeping & Laundry
-Wander Secured/Enclosed Courtyard

!

. t
•

3

-Planned Activities
-Beauty & Barber Shop
-On Cail Nurse Practitioner
-Medication Management
-Incontinence Management
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Alberto Aviles, M.D.

Kelly Burke, M.D.

Mubashir Sabir, M.D.

A. Damadi, M.D.

Board Certified Plastic Surgeon

Obstetrics & Gynecology

General and Bariatric Surgeon

Colorectal Surgeon

5641W. Maple Road, West Bloomfield
26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 250, Novi

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 315, Novi
Phone: 248-465-4340
www.yourobgyns.com
Committed to listening to patient concerns,
Dr. Burke provides the highest quality care for women
of all generations, A background in social work and
medicine blends to provide compassiosnate obstetrical
and gynecological care with a special focus on adolescent gynecology and minimally invasive surgery.

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 460, Novi
Phone:248-662-4272
27483 Oequindre, Ste 204, Madison Heights
Phone: 866-823-4458
www.stjohnweightloss.com
Fellowship trained in bariatric surgery at University
Medical Center at Princeton and performing bariatric
and general surgery since 2005, Dr. Sabir offers a full
range of surgery services to his patients. His special interest is bariatric surgery which he offers as part of St. John
Weight Loss, a Bariatric Surgery Center of Excellence.

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 425, Novi
22250 Providence Dr., Ste 702, Southfield

Phone: 248-538-3020
www.draibertoaviles.com
Feilowship-trained hand and reconstructive plastic
surgeon experienced in a wide range of surgical and
microsurgical services including: advanced techniques
for breast reconstruction and enhancement, surgical
correction for hand and wrist problems, body contouring procedures such as abdominoplasty and liposuction and procedures to rejuvenate and enhance facial
appearance.

Phone: 248-557-9650
Specialized in colonoscopy, cancer screenings, minimally invasive management of diverticulitis, colorectal
cancer and treatment of hemorrhoids.

IS
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Madhuri Gudipaty, M.D.

Rebecca Studinger, M.D., M.S.

Todd Frush, M.D.

Carrie Left, D.O.

Obstetrics and Gynecology

Plastic, Cosmetic and
Reconstructive Surgeon

Orthopaedic Surgeon

Internal Medicine & Pediatrics

26750 Providence Pkwy, Ste 200, Novi
22250 Providence Drive Ste 401, Southfield
Phone:248-349-7015
www.porrettacenter.com
Fellowship trained in sports medicine and orthopaedic surgery. Coordinates care with other physicians, physical therapists, and athletic trainers. Specializes in arthroscopic surgery, knee replacements,
cartilage restoration, rotator cuff repair, knee ligament reconstruction, tennis elbow and other sports
related injuries

Novi Internal Medicine & Pediatrics
39475 Lewis Drive, Ste 130, Novi
Phone: 248-374-0502
www.novidocs.corn
Training in internal medicine & pediatrics allows Dr Leff
to provide comprehensive care for children and adults,
with an emphasis on preventative medicine. Partners
with patients to achieve their best health by allowing
them to become active participants in their own health
decisions Special interest in all aspects of women's
health, from adolescence through menopause, including in-office gynecological care.

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 500, Novi
Phone: 248-662-4388
www.womensdocs.com
Dedicated to providing comprehensive women's
health care including pregnancy, child birth, menstrual problems and menopause management
with an emphasis on wellness through annual
physicals, pap smears, breast exams, and preventive medicine.

26850 Providence Pkwy, Ste 125, Novi
3270 W. Big Beaver, Ste 415, Troy
Phone: 248-305-8400
fellowship trained in microsurgical reconstruction and
specialty trained in lymphatic reconstruction for lymphedema. Dr. Studinger offers the most advanced breast
reconstructive procedures and a full range of cosmetic
procedures such as tummy tucks, face lifts, brow lifts,
breast-augmentation, Botox and facial fillers.
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Red & Ripe 1M™-

trawbernes
1 lb. pkg

•*•<<,

HQUaSs MONBAY-SATURDAY 9-8 • SUNDAY 9-6

3315* W. SEVEN MILE RD • LIVONIA, Mi

California
Seedless

California
California Washington Mild & Sweet
H
$ f S F ° ^ i C n ^ ^ S 0 ^ Extra Fancy Farmers Best
R n e e ts
Clementines c l u m b e r s ™ n | ^ D'Anjou Pears Red Pepper
Ky
IT
CWI^s&JW
qp j Ql/QiJ
5 lb box
lb.
each
t±
18 oz. package
Dietz & Watson
Honey Tavern H a m

Boarshead
Tavern H a m

Krakus
Ham

Dairy Fresh
Muenster Cheese

(513

CchCCh

v

(a) ib. •
Save $2.00 lb
Dietz & Watson
Gourmet Chicken

0) lb.
Save $2.00 lb
' Boarshead
All American
BBQ Chicken

IW

Save

Save $2.00 lb
Oldtyme

Turkey

Pastrami
®m
Save
®
lb. $2.00 lb.

lb.
Save $3.00 lb.

lb. $4.00 lb.

We Have
'Come

^ J lb.
Save $2.00 lb
Oldtyme

Lacy Swiss
Cheese '
Save
^
lb. $3.00 lb.

Fresh
Cut Tulips
$5.99 Munch. « Fresh
Cut Daffodils
$2.99
Bunch.
In To See Our Beautiful
Selection
Of Spring
Flowering
Plants.-99
"Also Fresh
Cut Bouquets
For Every
Budget".

66A

Lavs P o t a t o C h i p s
Doritos & Tostitos
£>i
\U

Starting at

Mix or Match All Varieties

(QW

w

each
2 Chocolate Chunk Cookies with Rich
Chocolate Mousse in the middle.

Our Lofthouse Easter
Cookies a r e here*
Starting
at

E d y s F r u i t Bars
& Drumsticks

(3h

\ •J J

a pkg.

mf

Rotisserie
\yHicKen.
Save $3.00 each

Mini C r a b
Cakes

each

Honey Pecan
C h i c k e n Salad

Broccoli
Crunch Salad
Save $1.00 lb.

- :J 'JLJ C-J • "5 I 5 i »• /, } ' ,'

i I- ,,; S x

lb.

mm
QD lb.
™\ N

lb.

Save
$2.00 lb.

Try a Delicious
Treat
This week*****.
B u t t e r Toffee P e a n u t s
<i)

Save
$1.00 lb.

ru
Our

Featured
of the

u

Latte"

Week

"English Toffee*9
Try one its delicious!

Moletto Merlot & Pinot Grigio
3)'^

GRADUATION PARTIES,
REHEARSAL DINNERS,
Lotus California
PICNICS & WEDDINGS!! Cabernet^ Chardonnay & Merlot

&CS)
59/QlJ

Save $2.00 lb.

(M§\
^ ^

L3L

r)f)
T)(T
each

Joe's In Store
F r e s h R o a s t e d Coffee
Flavor of The Week
a
Amaretto9?

each

Jumbo Cookie
Sandwiches

Yoders
Cheese Shreds

Ml

"New Croissants"
Multigrain, Pretzel,
and Cappuccino

m^ffltmrn
% - " w o i r - -WSOTV a

Prices good through March 21,2010

Robertson Natural
I S\J
Sweet Wines
( S o u t h Africa)
Red-Rose-White

®3D
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PAWS invites kidS tO Win Tigers tickets! Visit hometownlife.com for details
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2010
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Brad Emm's, editor. (313) 222-6851
bemons@hometownlife.com

Dunk-a-thon

SIDELINE
Wydryck lauded

Patriots no match for high-rising Denby, 85-50
BY BRAD EMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Livonia Franklin's first trip
in 34 years to the Class A boys
basketball regional tournament received quite an initiation.
Courtesy of the Detroit
Public School League's own
version of Phi Slama Jama,
the Patriots were ousted by
Detroit Denby, 85-50, in the
semifinals Monday at Detroit
Cass Tech.
The Tars, who improved to
13-9 overall, registered eight
dunks on the night and shot
53.8 percent from the floor
(35-of-65).
The high-flying duo of 6foot-6 senior Isaiah Sykes
and 6-3 senior guard Derrick
Barden did their best impression of Hakeem Olajuwon and
Clyde "The Glide" Drexler as
they combined for 49 points
with 25 and 24, respectively.
"I was just really impressed
with their play (Barden and
Sykes)," Franklin coach Jeremy
Rheault said. "What we saw
vs. (Detroit) Cooley, the pace
wasn't that fast, but it was at
a different level than us. We
haven't faced anybody like
that. You could piece together
a couple of the best teams in
our league and they don't compare to that."
Denby wasted little time
pouncing on the Patriots.
The Tars went on an 11-0
run to start the game and led

Franklin's Tom Percin (5) is trapped
by Detroit Denby defenders Isaiah
Sykes (left) and D'Ante Perkins in
Monday's Class A regional semifinal
at Cass Tech.

27-8 after one quarter.
"The kids knew it on the
court," Rheault said. "They
were talking about it like:
'These kids are outstanding.'
Each one of them was trying to tell a different story in
between every timeout. They
were very, very talented. They
play at that next level that we
just don't have."
Denby increased its lead to
47-20 at intermission.
"We're starting to play at
a high level that I thought
we would be capable of playing," said Denby first-year

coach Chuck Albright, a 1985
Redford Bishop Borgess grad.
"I told our kids we wanted to
be playing our best basketball
around February and March.
We've come together as a team
because we had three different schools blended together.
Me coming from Cleveland,
a couple of Finney transfers
and the Denby kids, but we're
all starting to come together
now. We're starting to peak
and playing well together as a
unit."
Franklin got its offense
untracked in the second half,
but the damage had already
been done.
Rheault's halftime message
was simple.
"We're going to move the
ball better," he told his team.
"We're not going to put it on
the floor as much. We're going
to pass it more. We're going
to shorten the passes. We're
if
going to help each other out of
those traps. We're not going to
leave a teammate alone. I hope
you could see the ball started
to move better in the second
half and we were able to get
%•
some easier opportunities that
we didn't have in the first half.
It was handling their pressure
and we had to deal with it the
whole night. They didn't do
anything special — they just
1
have that size."
ST BILL tjRESLER I STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
Senior guard Andy
McCaffery had some good
Franklin senior guard Andy McCaffery, who scored a team-high 22 points,

I

Please see PATRIOTS, B3

goes inside against Detroit Denby's D'Ante Perkins in Monday's Class A
regional at Cass Tech.

Hockey at the Joe
*

Ferris State's Lewicki eyes Mason Cup, NCAA trip

4

BY BRAD EMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

V
FERRIS STATE SPORTS INFORMATION

Livonia native Aaron Lewicki (right) has helped propel Ferris State into the
Central Collegiate Hockey Association Mason Cup semifinals this Friday at
Detroit's Joe Louis Arena.

Ferris State University men's
hockey coach Bob Daniels
can't offer enough superlatives
when talking about senior center Aaron Lewicki.
"If you were to design a
blueprint, he'd be the perfect
Bulldog hockey player," said
Daniels, a Churchill High
grad now in his 18th season
as FSU coach. "On the ice he
scores goals. He's an excellent
student. He's excellent in the
community and never turns
down a request. And considering what he's been able to overcome, he's the total package."

Lewicki

Daniels

Jl

Lewicki and Daniels
are Livonia's link to the
Central Collegiate Hockey
Association's Mason Cup aspirations when they return home
this weekend at Detroit's Joe
Louis Arena.
The Bulldogs, 21-11-6 overall, will take on Northern
Michigan at 4:30 p.m. Friday

in one CCHA semifinal. The
second game of the doubleheader pits Michigan against
CCHA regular season champion and No. 1-ranked Miami
of Ohio. The winners face off
at 7:35 p.m. on Saturday at the
Joe for the title.
Ferris is seeking its first
CCHA crown since 2003 when
Chris Kunitz, now with the
defending Stanley Cup champion Pittsburgh Penguins, led
the Bulldogs to the title.
"It's pretty much the same
group of core guys from last
year that have matured and
come together with a businessPlease see FERRIS, B2

Stevenson takes home 6th-place finish in Division 1
BY BRAD EMONS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Livonia Stevenson boys swim coach
Jeff Shoemaker had a lot to smile
about following last Saturday's sixthplace team finish in the MHSAA
Division 1 Boys Swimming and Diving
Championships in Holland.
The Spartans did not match last
year's fifth-place total of 177 points,
but managed to still score a respectable
106.
Saline captured the team title with

tht

,y

325 points followed
by Ann Arbor Pioneer
(254.5), Northville
(166), Grandville (147),
Zeeland (134) and the
Spartans.
"It was a real good
showing considering
the amount we lost
Schoff
from last year," said
Shoemaker, who has three top 10 finishes in five years. "Actually I consider
it a great showing because we lost 18
seniors, which is over half the team."

•*#

Junior Kellen Schoff
iad a big day for the
•^partans taking third
in the 100-yard backstroke in a schoolrecord 52.87 seconds
along with a sixth in
the 200 individual
medley (1:56.20).
Marecki
Schoff was seeded
fifth going into the 100 backstroke
finals.
"He has an unbelievable amount of
talent," Shoemaker said.
1

BOYS SWIMMING
Senior Aaren Marecki closed out his
career with an All-State performances
in the 50 freestyle by taking third in
21.52 (second fastest in school history).
Marecki also scored points in the
100 freestyle by taking ninth in 47-73.
The Spartans added a pair of sevenths in the relay events.
Marecki teamed up with senior
Please see SWIMMING, B2

Tabatha Wydryck, a
6-foot-l junior guard
for the Madonna
University women's basketball team, earned
honorable mention
accolades for the 2010
National Association of
Intercollegiate Athletics
(NAIA) Division II AllAmerica women's basketball team.
Wydryck, a Wyandotte
native who averaged 11.1
points and 8.2 rebounds
this year, is the second
Crusader in as many seasons to receive such an
honor joining 2009 thirdteam selection Kim Olech
(Plymouth).
A first-team WolverineHoosier Athletic
Conference pick, Wydryck
ranked in the top 18 in
steals per game (3.07),
total steals (89) and
defensive rebounds per
game (6.8).
She helped MU to a 1415 overall record and a
berth in the WHAC title
game.

Haidane saluted
Madonna University
junior Sam Haidane was
selected as the'WolverineHoosier Athletic
Conference's Pitcher of
the Week in baseball
(ending March 14).
Haidane, a transfer from Lake Land
Community College
(111.), went 1-0 for the
No. 21-ranked Crusaders
last week, throwing a
complete game against
Calumet College of St.
Joseph (Ind.).
The St. Thomas,
Ontario, native struck
out a career-high 10 batters while allowing just,
three hits in a 4-0 win
to improve to 1-1 on the
year.

Graves signs eager
Madonna University
women's basketball coach
Carl Graves announced
the signing Monday of 5foot-10 forward Kayleigh
McCollum of Muskegon
Catholic Central to an
NAIA letter-of-intent.
McCollum averaged
13.1 points and 6.8
rebounds per game this
season for the Crusaders.
The three-year letter
winner has scored 642
career points and pulled
334 career rebounds
as Muskegon CC captured two River Valley
Conference titles, a pair
of Class C districts and
one regional crown.
She has also earned
four letters in soccer
where she was selected
All-Conference, AllDistrict, All-Region, AllArea and All-State as a
junior.
"Kayleigh brings a new
dimension with her ability to score the basketball," Graves said. "She
is an incredible student
who will fit well with
our returners. We are
confident that she can be
an impact player fairly
quickly."

There's no debating OUR health care option...

**a

o*

* 10 contracts * 10 commitments
* Membership includes FIEE unlimited fitness training
* Hup statroHhrart facility
Olllf
We at Planet Fitness are here to provide a unique exercise environment in which anyone,
and we mean ANYONE, can be comfortable.. .And that means NO E6IS a n d ! § LUNKS!
zv4fb (Mile Road at the corner of Midd ebelt in Livonia • Z48~4Z7~0043
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Cole Rochowiak
Stevenson

Ryan Renault
Plymouth

Mario Macari
Salem

Errik Scott
Farmington

Joseph Shecter
N.Farm.-Harrlson

\
* Danny Sager
Stevenson

C. Papaionnou
Churchill

Justin Shureb
Stevenson

Ethan Range
Farmington

Andrew DeBrincat JakePoynter
N.Farm.-Harrison Stevenson

Michael Justus
Plymouth

server icers a cut above the rest
FIRST-TEAM

Cole Rochowiak, Sr. F, Liv.
Stevenson: The third-year
senior and captain finished
with a team-best 39 points
on 17 goals and 22 assists
with a plus-34 for the KLAA
Central Division, Kensington
Conference and overall KLAA
champions.
"He was our leader both on
and off the ice," Stevenson
coach David Mitchell said of
the All-KLAA pick. "He is a
player who loves the game of
hockey and thrives on challenges. He was our team leader in plus-minus and had four
short-handed goals. He was a
joy to coach."
Ryan Renault, Sr. F, Plymouth:
One of the key reasons why
Plymouth finished 19-6-1
overall and finished in a tie for
the KLAA South title was the
play of Renault, an all-conference senior forward who had
a knack for being in the right
place at the right time to put
his laser shot to work against
opposing netminders.
Wildcats coach Paul
Fassbender said Renault's
consistency, not to mention
numerous multi-point efforts,
enabled him to finish with 15
goals, 22 assists and 37 points
— leading Plymouth in scoring for the second consecutive
season.
Mario Macari, Sr. F, Salem: The
gifted senior co-captain led
the KLAA South co-champion
Rocks in every offensive category, with 17 goals, 25 assists,
42 points and a plus-22 mark.
"Mario was used in every
situation this season including power play and penalty
kill," said Salem coach Ryan
Ossenmacher about the allconference selection. "This is
the second year in a row that
Mario has been one of our
most consistent offensive play-

2009-10 ALL-OBSERVER
BOYS HOCKEY
FIRST TEAM
Cole Rochowiak, Sr. F, Liv, Stevenson
Ryan Renault, Sr. F, Plymouth
Mario Macari, Sr. F„ Salem
Errik Scott, Sr. Dei, Farmington
Joseph Shecter, Jr. Dei, M. Farm.. Harrison
Danny Sager, Sr. G, Liv. Stevenson
SECOND TEAM
Christo Papaionnou, Sr. F, Liv. Churchill
Justin Shureb, Jr. F, Liv. Stevenson
Ethan Range, Sr. F, Farmington
Andrew DeBrincat, Jr. Def., N.F.-Harrison
Jake Poynter, Sr. Def., Liv. Stevenson
Michael Justus, Jr. G, Plymouth
THIRD TEAM
Adam Rosen, Sr. F, N. Farm.-Harrison
Mike Woynick, Sr. F, Liv, Churchill
Nick Elliott, Jr. F, Farmington
A.J. Resales, Jr. F, Canton
Justin Bauer, Jr. Def., Plymouth
Steven Manser, Sr. G, Salem
FOURTH TEAM
John Sfrauch, Sr. F, Liv. Stevenson
Kraig Andrews, Sr. F, Farmington
Jake Otto, Soph. F, Liv. Churchill
Josh Jarvela, Sr. F, Salem
Riley Hoernschmeyer, Sr. F, Canton
Michael Brown, Sr. G, N. Farm.-Harrison
COACH OF THE YEAR
David Mitchell, Liv. Stevenson
HONORABLE MENTION
Churchill: Steve Kiisz, Mike Kutek,
Scott Hamill; Franklin: Anthony
Crechiolo, Jacob Wirgau; Stevenson:
Tim Pruchriik, Jacob Vert; Canton:
Kyle Korte, Garrett Bryden, Matt
Rodgers, Jimmy LaFontaine; Plymouth:
Zach Gambrell, Pat Smiatacz, Evan
Swieczkowski; Salem: Mark McGee, •
Garrett Berg, Matt Hull; Farmington:
Zach Massa, Mitch Hall, Tim Rogers,
Matt Gutknecht, Tim Pattison; North
Farmington-Harrison: Scott Newer,
Justin Parolo, Ryan Arndt, Justin
VanValkenburg.

ers. He was a leader both on
and off the ice this year and
Ms performance was key to
our successes."
Errik Scott, Sr. Def.,
Farmington: Scott was the top
defenseman for the OAA Red
Division co-champions. The
No. 7-ranked Falcons posted
an 18-6-2 record, losing to
Division 2 state champion
Trenton in a regional final. He

THE WEEK AHEAP
MEN'S COLLEGE BASEBALL
Friday, March 19
(double-header)
Madonna at Albion College, 2 p.m.
WOMEN'S COLLEGE SOFTBALL
(all double-headers)
Thursday, March 18
Madonna at Rio Grande (Ohio), 2 p.m.
Friday, March 19
Madonna at Shawnee St. (Ohio), 4 p.m.
Saturday, March 20
Madonna at Shawnee St. (Ohio), 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 21
Madonna at Ohio Dominican, noon
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ban's Custom Brickwork
882 York St • Plymouth, MI 48170
Chimneys & Porches Repaired
and Rebuilt
»
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also had seven goals, 17 assists
and a plus-16 rating.
"Errik has one of the hardest and accurate shots of any
player I've had as a coach,"
coach Mark Vellucci said.
"Night in and night out, he
was our best defenseman, and
his leadership will be missed.
He's a young man with great
character."
Joseph Shecter, Jr. Def., N,
Farm.-Harrison: A three-year
varsity player and a team
captain, Shecter was a major
reason the Flyers did so well
(16-7-2) and won a share of the
OAA Red Division championship. He played in all situations and was a key member
of the power-play and penaltykill units. Shecter had four
goals and 20 assists.
"Joe is just a great allaround player," coach Ken
Anderson said. "Defense was
his first job, to get that done.
When we needed him to come
up and close the gap in the
offensive zone, he was able to
do that without hurting his
defensive game."
Danny Sager, Sr. G, Liv.
Stevenson: The senior played
in 25 of 27 games posting a
record with 19-4-2 with a 1.92
goals-against average (with
five shutouts).
The All-KLAA selection also
had a save percentage of 92.
"Danny is a tremendously
hard worker both on-and-off the
ice," Mitchell said. "He grew up
a great deal this season learning
how to 'slow the game down.'
He was confident and calm in
every situation that he was put
in. His play, as the backbone of
our team, was no doubt a huge
reason for our success and having the record we did."
SECOND-TEAM
Christo Papaionnou, Sr. F, Liv.
Churchill: The three-year varsity
playerand team MVP finished

with 17 goals and 20 assists
(37 points) with a plus-19 for
the KLAA South Division cochampions.
The All-Kensington Lakes
selection had only 10 minutes
in penalties.
"Christo really worked hard
in the off-season and it really
paid off - he had a very good
senior year," Churchill coach
Pete Mazzoni said. "He played
in every situation. He made
the guys he played with better
players."
Justin Shureb, Jr. F, Liv.
Stevenson: The junior was the
Spartans' top sniper with
21 goals to go along with 16
assists for 37 points.
The All-KLAA honoree ranked
second on the team in plus-minus
(32) and took only eight minutes
in penalties all season.
"Justin is a tremendous
worker who is tenacious at
both ends of the ice," Mitchell
said. "Justin's speed puts an
enormous amount of pressure
on opposing teams. He played
and excelled in all situations.
"He's a tireless worker at
both ends of the rink and
never takes a shift off. As a
coach you could always count
on Justin to bring his best
effort to the rink night-in and
night-out."
Ethan Range, Sr. F, Farmington:
Range, who was a threeyear varsity player and twoyear captain, was one of
Farmington's leading scorers
with 30 points on 10 goals and
20 assists. He had a plus-12
rating.
"Ethan is one of the best
character leaders I've had the
privilege to coach," coach Mark
Vellucci said. "He was the heart
and soul of the team. He never
took a shift off. His passion
and dedication for the game of
hockey is something I'll sorely
miss. He has great character

outstanding junior defenseman for the Flyers, DeBrincat
has played alongside Shecter
for three varsity seasons to
become one of the top defensive duos in the OAA and area.
He had six goals, 14 assists
and a plus-20 rating.
"Andrew has the great ability to slow the game down in
hectic situations, to settle it
down to our pace," coach Ken
Anderson said. "I know he's
going to make the right play,
the smart play. He and Shecter
were defensive partners
throughout the year, and they
played off each other so well."
Jake Poynter, Sr. Def., Liv.
Stevenson: The senior was the
Spartans' top blueliner and
finished fifth in scoring with
four goals and 22 assists for 26
points.
The All-KLAA selection had
a plus-minus of 29, tied for
fourth on the team.
"Jake had an unbelievable
year for us on the blueline,"
Mitchell said. "He was our
leading scorer defensively while
consistently playing against the
opponent's top players or top
lines. Jake seemed to get stronger as the season went on. He
played and excelled in all situations quarterbacking the power
play unit and playing often on
the penalty kill. He was a huge
reason for our goals-against
(1.81 average) and as consistent
as a coach could ask for in a
defenseman."
Michael Justus, Jr. G, Plymouth:
Steady and at times spectacular, Justus provided strong
netminding all season for the
Wildcats. He finished with
a 12-5-1 record in 18 games,
giving up just 2.66 goals per
outing and stopping nearly 90
percent of the shots he faced.

The fourth-year senior, who
has 35 career goals and 36
career assists, has also battled
FROM PA0E Bl
some painful obstacles during
his career.
like attitude," said Lewicki,
After lengthy illness, his
who has 12 goals and 11 assists mother, Sue, died between
in 38 games. "When Kunitz
his freshman and sophomore
played he had 70 points and
seasons.
was a Hobey Baker candidate.
"It was tough because she
This year we don't have quite
was my biggest fan," Aaron
the superstar, just a group of • said. "It was difficult because
juniors and seniors leading the she went to all my games and
way with over 20 points each." I miss her not being there. It
took awhile to getting used to
The 6-foot-l, 195-pound
her not being there."
Lewicki stepped up his game
over the weekend during
Following his junior year,
a first-round CCH A playLewicki was honored by FSU
off series against visiting
Athletics for the Jimmy Swears
Nebraska-Omaha. He had a
Courage Award recipient for
goal and assist in Friday's 3-1
his perseverance, dedication
victory and came back with
and determination of overcomanother goal in a 3-2 overtime ing a life-altering situation.
triumph on Saturday.
"It was tough early for him
on a variety of fronts," Daniels
"We have a couple of lines
said. "After his mother died
of veteran guys," Lewicki
— outwardly I did not notice a
said. "The coach put pressure
difference. But I know he and
on us recently to pick up our
offensive game and we've been his mother were very close. It
could not have been easy."
answering."
Lewicki has seven powerLewicki also has scoliosis of
play goals this year, but also
the spine, an abnormal curvabrings a solid two-way work
ture in his back.
ethic to the ice. He serves as a
"He was hampered and it
penalty killer and thrives on
would come up in weightliftwinning draws.
ing," Daniels said. "There were
some resigning back issues.
"He's always had the ability
He started a separate condito score goals," Daniels said.
tioning program that is self''He's good on face-offs, good
directed. And he's one of those
in hit. own defensive zone.
There's so many things he does kids who is so self-directed
that are not on the scoresheet. that it would never have been
That's what makes him quite a an issue."
player."
Lewicki is considered one of

the Bulldogs' best conditioned .
athletes.
"I worked on my physical fitness this summer to get stronger,
faster and more consistent in allaround situations," he said.
The senior finance major
also excels in the classroom.
Lewicki was a Lowe's Senior
CLASS Award nominee for
being the top Division I senior
student-athlete. He was also
tabbed as Ferris State's CCHA
Scholar-Athlete of the Year
for second straight season
and was also a repeat team
Scholar-Athlete Award winner, while earning both FSU's
President (team's highest
cumulative grade point average) and Dean's Academic
Award plaudits.
Lewicki landed in Big
Rapids after a two-year stint
with the Texarkana Bandits of
the North American Hockey
League where he finished
high school. During his second season with the Bandits
(2005-06), he recorded a
team-best 56 points (34 goals
and 22 assists) under coach
Jon Cooper (whom he played
under for Detroit Honeybaked
in Midget Major).
"It was culture shock,
a whole different world,"
Lewicki said. "But it was a lot
of fun. It was a great experience. There was a lot of
growing up at 17 and it really
matures you fast."
Several CCHA schools made
scholarship offers, but Lewicki

narrowed his choice down to
Ferris and Michigan State. He
decided to be a Bulldog along
with his Texarkana teammate
Casey Haines, now a fourthyear senior left winger.
This season has been
rewarding for Lewicki in more
ways than one.
He has played to sellout
crowds at home against
Miami, Michigan State and
Michigan. The Bulldogs
are ranked in the top 10 in
the country after finishing
second in the CCHA. They
now find themselves on the
verge of winning the Mason
Cup and securing an NCAA
Tournament berth.
But Lewicki, who considers
golf as his No. 1 hobby, isn't
ready to pick up the clubs just
yet.
There's a lot more work to be
done.
"My dad (Ed) has been buying tickets for a lot of our family and friends," Aaron said.
"We'll have 10-to-15 of our
guys there. We lost and tied
Northern Michigan this season. We'll have to play our very
best this weekend for sure."
Daniels, meanwhile, doesn't
want to look ahead.
"My gut feeling is that we're
in (the NCAAs as an at-large),
but regardless, our goal is to
win the Mason Cup," he said.
"To win the league tourney is a
big deal."

SWIMMING

"Both Dabkowski and
Ghoteimi did a real good job
at 'state,'" Shoemaker said.
"Dabkowski really came on
and he's one of the big reasons
our relays scored."
So what does the future hold
for the Spartans?
They return a strong nucleus
led the Kellen Schoff, Brandon
Bielicki, McNamara and freshman John Ferrara — all state
qualifiers.
"We need to get in some
more talent," Shoemaker said.
"Depth-wise, we're still hurting. It may take a couple more
years."

FERRIS

and is a fine young man."
Andrew DeBrincat, Jr. Def.,
N. Farm.-Harrison: A n o t h e r

Fassbender said Justus "was
one of the reasons we were
as strong as we were" and is
looking forward to what the
youngster can do for the squad
as a senior. Justus was an AllKLAA selection.
COACH OF THE YEAR
David Mitchell, Liv. Stevenson:
The third-year coach guided
the Spartans to the Division
1 regional final and a 21-4-2
overall record.
Mitchell also led the
Spartans to a clean sweep
of all three titles in the
Kensington Lakes Activities
Association - Central Division,
Kensington Conference and
KLAA.
"This is one of the hardest
working groups of young men
that I have ever been associated with," said
Mitchell, who
is 56-14-9 overall. "They dedicated them*£S>
selves on-andoff the ice, in
the classroom
and in the comDavid Mitchell munity. They
accomplished
Coach of Year
a majority of
the goals that they had set for
themselves. This team was not
only successful on the ice, but
they had a team G.P.A. of 3.29
and put in countless hours of
community service.
"Everybody associated with
Stevenson hockey had a great
deal to do with our success. It
was everybody, from our phenomenal assistant coaches, to
our outstanding support staff,
to our supportive parents and
students that made this year
special. It was a wonderful
group, which made for a great
year, one that will be looked
back on with gratification and
built upon by future Spartan
hockey teams."
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BOYS SWIM RESULTS
• Sod & Re-sodding Old Lawns
• Swimming Poof Removal & Fill-ins \
• Brick Paver Patios, Walkways & Walls
® Concrete Removal & Installation
• Drainage & Low Area Water Solutions
• Rough & Finish Grading
• Excavating, Demolition & Doier Work
» Shrub, Tree & Stump Removal
• Lot Clearing & Debris Cleanup
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2010 MHSAA BOYS CHAMPIONSHIP
SWIMMING & DIVING RESULTS
March 12-13 at Holland H.S.
TEAM STANDINGS: I.Saline, 325
points; 2. Ann Arbor Pioneer, 254.5; 3.
Northville, 166.5; 4. Grandville, 147; 5.
Zeeland, 134; 6. Livonia Stevenson, 106; 7.
Rockford, 105; 8. Holland West Ottawa, 95;
9. Ann Arbor Huron, 87; 10. Birmingham
Brother Rice, 86; 13. Salem, 64; 22. Canton,
31; 21. Harrison-Farmington, 36 (35
schools).
AREA FINISHERS
200-yard medley relay: 16. Stevenson
(Kellen Schoff, Jake McNamara, Adam
Dabkowski, Mohamed Ghoteimi), 1:41.02; 2.
Livonia Franklin (Brandon Larkins, Justin
Larkins, Scott Ansteth, Tyler Lee), 1:44.91.
200 individual medley: 6. K. Schoff.
(Stevenson), 1:56.2.
SO freestyle: 3. Aaren Marecki

(Stevenson), 21.52; 27. Dabkowski
(Stevenson), 22.4; 47. Paul Gutu ( f estland
John Glenn), 22.9.
• 100 freestyle: 9. Marecki (Stevenson),
47.73; 37. Ghoteimi (Stevenson), 50.92,
500 freestyle: 15. Danny Schoff
(Stevenson), 4:51.36.
200 freestyle relay: 7. Stevenson
(Dabkowski, Brandon Bielicki, Ghoteimi,
Marecki), 1:28.35.
100 backstroke: 3. K. Schoff
(Stevenson), 52.87; 19. John Ferrara
(Stevenson), 55.27; 25. Joey Wakeford
(John Glenn), 56.12; 32. Bryan Bielicki
(Steenson), 56.68; 33. Brandon Larkins
(Franklin), 56.88.
100 breaststroke: 35. McNamara '
(Stevenson), 1:04.57.
4 0 0 freestyle relay: 7. Stevenson (K.
Schoff, Ghoteimi, Dabkowski, Marecki),
3:13.49.

FROM PAGE Bl

Adam Dabkowski, sophomore Brandon Bielicki, senior
Mohamed Ghoteimi to clock
a 1:28.31 in the 200 freestyle
relay, while the quartet of Kellen
Schoff, Ghoteimi, Dabkowski
and Marecki went 3:13.49 in the
400 freestyle relay.
Senior Danny Schoff scored
with a 15th in the 500 freestyle
(4:51.36), while the foursome
of Kellen Schoff, sophomore
Jake McNamara, Dabkowski
and Ghoteimi added a 16th in
the 200 medley relay (1:41.02).
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State champions
Bedford's Wolfpack brings home Midget B crown
BY JIM TOTH

There wasn't a hockey game
this past season the Redford
Wolfpack didn't feel it could
win.
And for the most part, head
coach Charles TenBroeck's
young squad did just that as
the Wolfpack, comprised of
15-to-17 year-olds, culminated
a stellar season of play on the
ice by winning the Michigan
Amateur Hockey Association
Midget B Championship
Sunday with a 4-0 shellacking of the Livonia Flyers at Ice
Mountain in Burton, Mich.
"We just have a lot of talented kids who have great
passion for the sport and go
out there and give it their all,"
said TenBroeck after watching the Wolfpack dominate
their opponents over much of
the season. "This was our first
year together and we knew we
had a talented group, but these
kids just love to play hockey
and they went out and really
proved it."
Affiliated with the Redford
Township Hockey Association,
the 2010 campaign featured
several highlights for the
Wolfpack, who skated to an
incredible 40-7-5 overall ledger
and posted an overwhelming
318-116 edge in goals scored.
At one point during the season,
the Wolfpack strung together
19 consecutive victories.
The squad qualified for state
tournament play be defeating the Berkley Brawlers 6-4
in the District Runner-up
Tournament and made the
most of their ensuing opportunity by chalking up five consecutive victories. The team's
6-3 triumph over Blue Water
(Port Huron) in round one was
followed by a similar 6-3 vic-

tory over Summitt (Fraser) the.
next time out. A 6-4 decision
over the Livonia Flyers placed
the Wolfpack in the semifinal
round where TenBroeck's skaters went on to drub Capital
Center Pride (Lansing), 6-0.
That set up the showdown
for state bragging rights with
the Flyers who were no match
this time as Brady Wenson of
Livonia earned tournament
MVP honors by depositing two
goals and spearheading the
shutout victory.
"We had good goalkeeping
and our defense did a great
job all season," TenBroeck
said. "This team has a lot of
attributes. Every kid can do
something different than the
next. We had a good balance
of play on offense and defense
and that made it difficult for
our opponents to match us.
The games we lost this year we
lost to teams that were older
than us."
In addition to Wenson's
heroics at tournament time,
the Wolfpack received solid
contributions throughout from forwards Rory
MacLennan (Livonia), Daniel
Blayaert (Canton), Derek
Johnson (Livonia), Michael
Lesinski (Canton), Joseph
Holland (Livonia), Michael
Taylor (Westland), Nicholas
Wieczorek (Livonia), Steven
Smoltz (Livonia), Ryan Davis
(Livonia), Gordon Sparks
(Livonia), Justin Pingston
(Plymouth), defensemen Justin
TenBroeck (Livonia), Dakota
Lucas (Redford), Michael
Abdo (Livonia), Eric Gabrian
(Bloomfield Village), David
Smith (Westland), Jeremy
Atkins (Livonia) and goalkeepers Justin Gizinski (Davidson)
and Brandon Djuric (Livonia).
"Before the season started
every kid wrote down three
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Crusaders finish 9-0 desert trip

Players and coaches of the Redford Wolfpack are all smiles after skating their way to the Michigan Amatuer Hockey
Association Midget B State Championship Sunday in Burton. The Wolfpack claimed the top spot by icing the Livonia
Flyers, 4-0.
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individual goals and three
team goals," TenBroeck said.
"My personal goal was for the
team to get to the state tournament and, if we could reach
that, I knew if we played our
best we were the team to beat.
"We're built to do well at
tournaments because we're so
deep," said TenBroeck, who
saw his skaters back up those
words up by going a perfect
13-0 in the three tournaments
they participated in. "We have
so many goal scorers on this
team and just had the right
kids playing in the right positions. Every kid on the team
did everything the coaches
asked of him."
Johnson finished as the
team's top offensive gun, compiling 100 points on 51 goals
and 49 assists. Thirteen of
his points were tallied during
the five-game state tournament, including a goal and two
assists in the deciding game.
Holland finished second
on the team in goals with
37 and a total of nine players (MacLennan, Lesinski,
Wieczorek, Smoltz, Wenson,
Sparks, Pingston) tallied 20 or
more on the season.
Djuric and Gizinski combined to record nine shutouts
in goal and were supported
by a stifling defense that kept
opponents' scoring chances to
a minimum.
"The kids played like you
wouldn't believe all year
long," said Jiril Blayaert, who
served as an assistant coach
on the squad, along with Doug
Johnson. "In the tournament
they played like a team and
that was the biggest difference.
They are just an extremely talented bpneh of kids who love
to play hockey."

The 14th-ranked Madonna
University completed its trip
to the Arizona desert with a
pair of wins on Friday including a 7-0 victory over Black
Hills State (S.D.) and a 7-1
triumph over Iowa Wesleyan at
Lincoln Park in Tucson.
Tara LaMilza belted a solo
homer in the sixth inning and
Erica Landess keyed a 5-run
seventh with a 2-run double to
down Black Hills State.
Landess collected two hits,
while LaMilza contributed two
RBI.
Winning pitcher Jess Irwin

COLLEGE SOFTBALL
(5-0) struck out 11 and did not
walk a batter.
Ashley Berg had the lone
two hits for Black Hills (4-2).
In the victory over Iowa
Wesleyan (3-6), Hallie Minich
threw a complete-game sixhitter and struck out nine to
run her season record to 4-0.
Kelly Lesko, Brittney Scero
(Canton) and Ashley Shay
(Garden City/Dearborn Divine
Child) each collected two hits
in the win.

MU, 9-0 overall, returns to
action today with a doubleheader at the University of Rio
Grande (Ohio).

WHAC honors Lesko
Madonna University junior
shortstop Kelly Lesko (Trenton)
was named Wolverine-Hoosier
Athletic Conference Player of
the Week in women's softball
(ending March 14).
Lesko hit a blistering .773
(ll-for-15),.with a .778 on-base
percentage, including two
doubles, three RBI and four
runs scored.

Blue gymnasts earn All-State honors
Livonia Blue, coming off a
seventh-place finish in Friday's
MHSAA Girls Gymnastics
Team Finals in Rockford,
added four All-State performances on Saturday in the
individual events.
Senior Emily Quint earned
top ten finishes, in the Division
1 vault, seventh (9-45), seventh;
floor exercise, ninth (9-275);
and all-around, 10th (36.725).
Teammate Alex Kitz added a
fifth in the Division 2 uneven
bars (8.95) to garner All-State
honors as well.

MHSAA GIRLS GYMNASTICS
INDIVIDUAL FINALS RESULTS
March 13 at Rockford H.S.
DIVISION 1
Vault: 1. Alexis Byington (Grand Ledge),
9.825; 7. Emily Quint (Livonia Blue), 9.45;
17. (tie) Katie Kretzchmer (Livonia Red),
9.1.
Uneven parallel bars: 1. Byington
(Grand Ledge), 9.875; 16. (tie) Quint (Blue),
8.8; 20. Kretzchmer (Red), 8.625.
Balance beam: 1. Alex Fideler (Canton),
9.65; 13. Quint (Blue), 9.2; 26. Kretzchmer
(Red), 8.075. '
Floor exercise: 1. Taylor Tepper (Grand
Rapids Kenowa Hills), 9.575; 9. Quint
(Blue), 9.275; 14. Kretzchmer (Red), 9.15.
All-around: 1. Byington (Grand

Under Albright, the Tars are
starting to hit stride and will
get at crack at defending Class
FROM PAGE B1
A state champion and PSL
tournament winner Pershing
in Wednesday's regional
moments and scored a teamchampionship. Game time is
high 21 points in his final
6 p.m. at Cass Tech. Pershing
game as a Patriot.
advanced with a hard-fought
Seniors Jack Chinavare and
52-44 overtime victory over
Mike Gadsby added eight and
Detroit Southeastern.
seven, respectively, while Nate
Coleman contributed six as
"I think we're playing better
Franklin finished 10-14 overall. defense and we've stopped set• tling for the jumper, and we're
"The mistakes we made in
starting to pound it inside,"
the second half were good
mistakes," Rheault said. "They Albright said. "We have strong
kids, and kids who can finwere basketball mistakes,
ish around the basket. We're
effort mistakes. The first half
starting to play to our strength
we were doing things to ourselves. They weren't those good now."
basketball mistakes."
Franklin, ironically, lost to

PATRIOTS

Ledge), 38.85; 10. Quint (Blue), 36.725; 23.
Kretzchmer (Red), 34.95.
DIVISION 2
Vault: 1. Brooke Madzia (Troy Athens),
9.575; 26. (tie) Alex Kitz (Livonia Blue),
8.9.
Uneven parallel bars: 1. Samantha
Kohl (Farmington United), 9.3; 5. Alex Kitz
(Blue), 8.95; 20. (tie) Katina St. Pierre
(Livonia Red), 8.275.
Balance beam: 1. Kohl (Farmington),
9.45:26. Kitz (Blue), 8.475; 32. (tie) Cassie
Morford (Blue), 8.1.
Floor exercise: 1. Amanda Lumley
(Farmington), 9.6; 24. (tie) St. Pierre (Red)
and Kitz (Blue), 8.675 each.
All-around: 1. Madzia (Troy Athens),
37.55; 15. Kitz (Blue), 35.0.

Denby and 6-11 Stuart House
in the 1976 regional semifinals.
Rheault was proud of the
way his team finished the year
despite the lopsided setback to
the Tars.
"The guys are really excited,"
he said. "They said they did a
great job this year. Winning
the district, the work they put
in, getting through what we .
got through, the adversity...
These guys are pretty excited
about getting here and they
know this is the direction they
want to go. They're pretty
upbeat about the situation and
that second half."
bemons@hometownlife.com | (313) 222-6851
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Junior spikers wanted
The Crusader Junior
Volleyball Club, run out of
Madonna University, is seeking four-to-six players for its
13-and-under team (cannot be
14 before Sept. 1,2010X
For more information, call
MU assistant coach Brian
McClain at (734) 432-5612; or
e-mail bgmcclainl@aol.com.

Spartan softball clinics
The Livonia Stevenson softball program will offer a pair
of baseball clinics (grades 4-8)
on Saturday, March 20 at the
high school fieldhouse including:
Defensive skills - 9-11 a.m.
(cost is $25 if postmarked by
March 5; or $35 at the door);
and offensive skills - noon to 2
p.m. (cost is $25 if postmarked
by March 5; or $35 at the
door). Group rates are available.
For more information, email Stevenson girls softball
coach Rob Witherspoon at
rwithers @livoniapublicschools.org. (Checks can be
made payable to Stevenson
High School.)

Spartan baseball clinics
The Livonia Stevenson baseball program will offer a pair
of baseball clinics (grades 3-8)
on Saturday, March 20 at the
high school fieldhouse including:
Pitching -10 a.m. to noon
(cost $33); and hitting and
fielding - 1-3 p.m. (cost $33).
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CYO hoop champs
The Livonia St. Genevieve Jaguars, a seventh- and eighth-grade boys
basketball team, recently earned a Catholic Youth Organization divisional
title with a 12-0 mark along with a 20-2 overall record (best in the 20year history of the program). Team members include: Bill Bonanno, Justin
Bradford, Nolan Bradford, Mark Buison, Marlon Campbell, Troy, Campbell,
Thomas Cwiek, Drake Dunning, Luke Hebner, Jake Kubiak, John Magdowski,
Eric Soullier and Ryan Wilson. The head coach is Greg Knoph. He was assisted
by John Tillery and Sean Tabone.

For more information, call
Stevenson baseball coach Rick
Berryman at (734) 455-8623;
or e-mail Berry3724@aol.com
(Checks can be made payable
to Stevenson High School.)

Girls pom pon clinic
Livonia Pom will stage a
clinic for girls in grades 3-8

from 8:45 a.m. to 12:30 p.m. *
Saturday, March 27 at Faith
Lutheran Church, 30000 Five
Mile Road, Livonia.
The cost is $20 (includes a
clinic T-shirt).
For more information, or
to download the registration
form, go to www.livoniapom.
com.

Enjoy t h e Rewards of subscribing TODAY!
Start a n e w 6 m o n t h O b s e r v e r s u b s c r i p t i o n or c o n v e r t t o o u r E-Z
Pay p r o g r a m a n d w e will s e n d y o u a R e a d e r R e w a r d s c a r d !
Applebee's
Busch's Supermarket .
Dunkin' Donuts • - • •
Emagine Theatres
Fantastic Sams
Subway
T.G.I. Fridays
Valvoiine Instant Oil Change
Westborn Fruit Market
Mail t o : Observer Newspapers, 41304 Concept Dr., Plymouth Ml 48170
Q $28.75 (for 6 months) payment inclosed | | Bill Me Q E - 2 Pay Program
Name:
Address:.
City:
Phone:

Zip:~
E-mail:

Card Information: [ j VISA [ j Master Card i i Discover
Start Date:
Credit Card -Number:
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Exp. Date:
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BUSINESS MILESTONES

IT'S YOUR BUSINESS O&A j
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Mytivia
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. Sundays
Location: Albert's On the Alley, 5651
Middlebelt, just north of Ford, Garden '

City

'?

Details: Grab your team and test your
knowledge playing our free trivia game,
"My Trivia Live." Check them out at •
mvtrivialive.com

^

Contact: (734) 525-5231 or online at
•. vw.albertsonthealley.com

Business Propaty Tour
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Mary Denning's name is synonymous with delicious cakes, cookies and pastries made at her cake shop on North
Wayne Road in Westland.

Cake shop is Denning's sweet dream
Observer: Tell us about your
business, including they types
of services and/or products you
feature.

Mary Denning's Cake
Shoppe is a family owned and
run business. Baker Charlie,
my husband, starts very early
every day, baking all of our
product, using only the freshest
and top quality ingredients.
Fresh eggs, real butter, dairy
fresh whipping cream all from
Michigan, make all of our
products delicious.
Observer: How did you decide to
open your own business?
I always dreamed of starting
my own cake shop. Starting out
doing cakes out of my home for
friends and family, I eventually
got a job in local bakeries. I
learned so much watching how
the pro's do cakes and run their
businesses. I think I learned
the most from Andy Lesnock
at Iversen's Danish Bakery in
Redford. Andy believed in only
using the best ingredients. He
would only use real butter, real
chocolate and fresh whipping
cream. His cakes and pastries
were amazing. I gained 50
pounds the first year I worked
for him. Andy demanded the
highest standards for everything
that went out of his bakery, and
we were all very proud of bur
work. Andy has since passed, but
I hope he is proud of all that he
taught me. I know I am
Observer: How did you decide to
locate in the Westland community?

MARY BEING'S CAKE SHOPPE
Business Specialty: We speBusiness Name: Mary Denning's
Cake Shoppe
cialize in decorated cakes,
Business Address: 8036 N. Wayne wedding cakes and pastries
Road, Westland
and pastry filled gift baskets.
Your Name and Title: Mary
•'We also have copper country
Denning, president
style pasties, using my Mother's
Your Hometown: Born in
recipe, and chicken pot .pies,
Hancock, Mich., raised in Westland. made with chicken breasts and
Married and lived in Garden City
vegetables.
30 years and recently moved to
Hours of Operation: 7 a.m.
Howell
to 2 p.m. Monday, 7 a.m. to 6
Business Opened: October 1992
p.m. Tuesday 7 a.m. to 7 p.m.
Number of Employees: FamilyWednesday, Thursday and Friday
owned and run business, Bakery
and 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday
Charlie, my husband, and five
Business Phone/Web site: (734)
employees
261-3680, wwwm.arydenningxorn

I always knew I would open
my cake shop in Westland. I
was raised in Westland. It is
my roots and my family. I move
here when I was 8 years old
and am still here 52 years later.
Both my parents have passed
along with my two brothers;. I
have so many great friends in
Westland, they are my family.
It is great being apart of all the
happy times in my customer's
family lives. Starting with
weddings, baby showers,
first birthdays, baptisms,
confirmations, birthdays,
graduations and weddings, for
18 years I have been able to
celebrate with all of my friends.
Isn't that a wonderful thing!
Observer: Do you have a funny

tidbit or story to share with our
readers about your experience as a
small business owner?

We have bakery tours with
children every week. The kids
are always a real treat. I was
explaining about sanitation
and the purpose of wearing
a hat. One little girl wanted
to know why I had on a white
baker's hat. I told her that I
was Mary Denning, so I wear
a baker's hat. She was amazed.
She says, "I thought you were
dead! They always name things
after dead people." I told her,
"I am not dead yet." Kids are
so cute. We had another say
after I told them I had been in
business for 18 years, "Boy, you
must be really tired!"

Time/Date: 4 p.m. Thursday, April 15
4,
Location: Garden City
. h> Downtown Development
Office, 29213 Ford, east of
Middlebelt, Garden City,
Details: As part of its recruitment
and retention plan, the Downtown
Development Authority is planning a
tour of the available business property.
The tour will begin at the DDA office with
a package of information and site maps
for prospective businesses who will
then visit the specific property they are
interested in and meet with the owner
or representative. To participate in the
tour, the property owner agrees to have
the property open to show and someone on site to meet with the prospect
Contact: (734) 261-2830
Sing a song
Time/Date: 9 p.m. to 1 a m WednesdayFriday
Location: Vision Lanes, 38250 Ford,
A _ west of Newburgh, Westland
X.,' */ Details: Drop by and test
%^-i your voice with DDS Karaoke
in he All-Star Grille and Music
Bar inside he All-Star Grille and Music
Bar inside Vision Lanes. The Music Bar
also has live music on Saturdays, beginning at 9p.m.
Contact: (734) 641-8181 or www.visionlanes.com

Easter Brunch
Time/Date: 11 a m to 2 p.m. for breakfast and 11 a.m. to 5 p m for dinner
S..i,'.a.' April4
Location: Hawthorne
.;!:•/Country Club, 7300

Merriman, north of Warren Road,
Westland
Details: Enjoy a breakfast of scrambled
eggs, bacon, sausage, hash browned
potatoes, french toast sticks and
syrup, biscuits and gravy, sweet rolls
and orange juice, or a dinner featuring carved top round of beef, baked
chicken, baked Brickmann's ham, cod,
polish sausage and sauerkraut, meatballs, mostaccioli, whippetfand sweet
potatoes, mixed vegetables, assorted
cold salads, bakery rolls, fresh fruits and
sweet table. The Easter Bunny will be
here too! The cost is $16.95 for adults,
$9.95 for children 10 years and under
and free for children three years and
under.
Contact: (734) 422-3440

M e t give-away
Date: Contest is open April 2-15
Location: all Art Van stores, including
the Westland store at 8300 N. Wayne
Road, north of Cowan.
Details: Art Van guests can register
to win a family four pack of tickets to
the new Nickelodeon show, "Storytime •
Live!," coming to the Fox Theatre
April 23-25. The show features "Dora
the Explorer," The "Backyardigans,"
"Wonder Pets" and "Ni-Hao, Kai-lan." the
show. Register at the store. One family
four pack will be awarded per store.'
The Art Van Taylor store is hosting a

"Storytime Live!" Breakfast. Doors open
for breakfast at 8:30 a m Breakfast will
be served starting at 9 am., with Dora
stopping by at 10:30 am. Kids will go
on an adventure and be able to take
a photo with Dora. The morning will
include a continental breakfast, story
telling and party .favors. Reservations
are currently being taken for the limited seating event. Call (888) 619-2199.
Tickets are $5. .
Contact: the Westland store at (734)
425-9600

A bit of Prestige
Time/Days: 10 a m to 6 p.m. TuesdayFriday and 10 am. to 2 p m Saturday
location: Prestige Eyewear, 27854 Ford,
east of Middlebelt, Garden City
Details: Prestige Eyewear carries a ,
great selection of basic and designer
eyewear for the whole family, and has
packaged many to give customers
value-added pricing. The store offers
the largest selection of Safilo Frames in
the area. It supplies most of the leading
lens brands; and what is not in stock can
normally be delivered the next business
day. Its premium A/R coatings include
CRIZAL, UTMC, VIVIX and Teflon. It also
offers l-Coat's high guality Fusion 5,
multi-layer A/R coating, eye exams and
contact lenses.
Contact: (734) 5251145 or mfearoni
fearonsprestigeeyewear.com
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March is definitely full of surprises at American House as we roll out
the "green" carpet for spring. If our green doesn't shock the winter
blues away, maybe a chance to win GOLD will! During the month of

BUSINESS NEWSMAKERS j
Tax savings
Precision Tax is offering
members of the Garden City
Chamber of Commerce and
their employees 25 percent off
on their tax and accounting
services.
Precision Tax has been
operating in Garden City for
six years and is a full service
income tax and accounting
business. It has a CPA on
staff who can handle all of a
business's accounting and tax
planning needs. The business,
which started in 2002, also
is able to provide tax saving
suggestions and financial
consulting.
Precision Tax is at 6719
Middlebelt, Garden City. For
more information, call 734-'
421-7950 or go online to www.
precision-tax.com.

Co-op Cares Project
After months of voting and
donating, the results are in.
Three local charities have
received $1,000 each from
the Co-op Cares Project.
The winning charities were
announced at a special ceremony at Co-op Services Credit
Union's Livonia branch.
The winning charities are
Gleaners Community Food

Bank, HAVEN and Second
Chance at Life.
"We were so excited
to announce and present the money to Gleaners
Community Food Bank,
HAVEN and Second Chance
at Life, charities that give
back to our community every
day," said Lisa Fawcett, marketing director for Co-op
Services Credit Union. "We
were also very happy to see
that charities of all sizes, large
and small, were able to benefit from this project. Every
one of the eight charities
worked very hard to make this
project a success."
For the past few months,
Co-op Services Credit Union
administered a program
called the Co-op Cares
Project. During that time,
anyone who opened a new
checking account as part of a
promotion received $100 dollars. Members were encouraged to donate a portion of
this money to local charities.
Co-op-then partnered with
eight local charities, all of
which were featured on a
credit union Web site at www.
whatisprojectlOO.com.
Credit Union members,
as well as people within the
community, were encouraged to visit the site to vote

for their favorite charity. The
three charities that received
the highest votes were each
awarded one-third of the total
donations collected throughout the project.
"We've received tremendous feedback from all eight
charities participating in
the project," said Fawcett.
"They've told us that the
exposure alone has helped
them at a time when they
really need it. It's been
inspiring to see the amount
of people who have visited
the site to vote for their
favorite cause, and perhaps
then stopped to think about
what they could do to give
back as well."
The eight participating
Co-op Cares Charities were
Alternatives for Girls, Arts
& Scraps, Common Ground,
Covenant House Michigan,
Gleaners Community Food
Bank, HAVEN, MYLead and
Second Chance at Life.
"All eight participating
charities are excellent examples of the commitment to
giving back that exists in our
communities," said Fawcett.
"I encourage everyone to
read more about each charity
online at www.whatisprojectlOO.com and support them
in any way you can."

March, call us to schedule your FREE LUNCH and TOUR. And when
you make a deposit to move in, well enter your name into a drawing to
win a one-ounce American Eagle GOLD COIN.
Declare your independence
•/"TLLJLJUCJL AfwCtJLArSPl

HouseW

Senior Living Residences

Residences

m

Dining » Activities * Available Health/Support Services

CALL US TO SCHEDULE YOUR FREE LUNCH AND TOUR:
Dearborn Heights
Livonia
Riverview
Southland
Westland- Venoy
Westland-Joy
Westland-Hunter
Carpenter

(313) 278-6430
(734) 425-3050
(734) 479-1010
(734) 946-9900
(734)326-7777
(734) 454-9838
(734) 728-8670
(734) 677-0071

On the web: americanhouse.com
For t h e h e a r i n g i m p a i r e d : (800) 6 4 9 - 3 7 7 7
* FOUNDID 1070 *
« 0 " | nj~\ Entries allowed for new deposits only, received between March I -31,2010. Only one entry per person. One winner
HI- tSft? will be drawn from ail entries submitted. Restrictions may apply. Support Services provided by third party. "American
House" andflaglogo are registered trademarks of American House Management Company LLC.
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Sun 1:00pm-8:00pm

313.534.2639
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Available all day long.
With coupon. No limit.

Kolle Chiropractic Clinic Family Health Can Facility
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Treating families...grandparents to great grandchildren
Nutritional Advice and Products
Core Back Rehabilitation Therapy
Inversion Therapy
Massage Therapy
We treat those suffering from migraines, neck and back
pain, sciatica, whiplash, scoliosis, disc problems, work
related or sports injuries. We can help you.
Come visit our professional and friendly staffCheryl and Molly

Make your appointment today.
313-937-1414
25728 W. Chicago« Bedford, Wli 48239
(North East Corner of Beech Daiy and W. Chicago)
HOURS: Mom 2-4:30 and 6:30-7:30 ryes and Thurs: 9:30-11:30,
2:00-4:30 and 6:30-7:30 Fn: 9:30-11:30 and 2:00-4:30

25700 Plymouth Road • Bedford • Just E. of Beech Daly

313-937-0700
Experience <
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(Including soup or salad & dessert)
«Lasagna
• Beef Tips over Noodles
• Chicken Marsala
« Fresh Turkey with Stuffing
« Beef Stew
» Meat Loaf
9 Baked Pork Chops
» Chicken Sizzler
® Steak Sizzler
» Grilled Whitefish
• Ribeye Steak Dinner
« Grilled Salmon
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Hours
M-F10-6; Sat 10Clased Sunday
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9169 Telegraph in Redford Plaza • Redford, m 48239
Open: Sun.-Thurs. 11am-9pm; Fri.-Sat.11am-10pm

(Including soup or salacT& dessert)
9 Spaghetti with Meat Sauce
9 Spaghetti with Meatballs
9 Mostaccioli with Meat Sauce
9 Mostaccioli with Meat Balls
9 Chicken Parmesan with Spaghetti
9 Alfredo Pasta
9 Alfredo with Chicken Breast
, Alfredo Pasta with Shrimp & Crab meat
9 Chicken Sicilian
9 Chicken Pasta Doable.(spicy)
9 Grecian Pasta
• Chicken Lemon Pasta
9 Tortellini with Chicken

313-3548882

Mon.-Fn. 5:30-11 am
*

Hock Bottom Special Dinnei Prices!
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2pc. Fish
t! &Ch
s

COD F I S H D I N N E R with Fries & Cole Slaw
C H I C K E N D I N N E R with Fries & Cole Slaw
R I B T I P S D I N N E R with Fries & Cole Slaw
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Served with soup or salad & dessert

Only l l M i )

With purchase of a full price meal. Not valid with any other special offer; Expires 3-31^10.

To-Go add 25$
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With this ad. Offer good through March 31,2010.
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Any mm
- Omelette
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16 Varieties
To Clioose From!

N,^

Served with hash browns & toast

Only

Lunch
Specials

Lasagna
Dinner
3

Only 3*U:J
To-Go add 25<t

ISSamMehes
To Choose From!
Served with homemade bowl of soup or fries

Starting M ^ i J g

Italian Restaurant & Pizzeria
Authentic Italian Cuisine in a Warm. Fun Environment
Best Pma in Town • Open Tuesday-Sunday

19385 Beech Daly Rti, Redford • (313) 537 8740
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To-Go add 25$

Homemade

Served with soup or salad & dessert
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Mon.-Fri. 11am-3pm
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with the purchase of 2 dinner entrees.
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Shop, eat, pamper yourself during Diva Day
BY SHARON DARGAY
OSE STAFF WRITER

Nothing says "diva" better
than a sparkling piece of finger bling.
Or an armful of bright pink
roses and head-turning tankini.
Add a free feather boa, food,
and special drinks, and divas
will discover their own little
paradise Saturday, March 27
in downtown Plymouth.
The 2nd Annual Diva Day,
offering discounts, giveaways
and fun for women will run 10
a.m.-6 p.m.
"It's a day to be pampered,"
said Terri Fry, events manager
for the Plymouth Chamber of
Commerce. "We get boas for
the ladies. Last year they were
pink. This year they are turquoise. The restaurants have
special drinks and appetizers
and shops will have drawings
for gift certificates or baskets.
Some put out snacks and sample-sized stuff.
"It's a nice day for women
this time of year. They are
ready for spring."
Come early for one of the
free 500 feather boas. Last
year they were distributed by
noon.
But if you miss that giveaway, a string of Mardi Gras
beads or princess crown from
Genuine Toy Company, 550
Forest, might be just what you
need to complete your Diva
attire.
"We're still trying to put
together a giveaway," said
Charles Dare, co-owner. He
opened the shop in August last
year and underestimated the
crowd for Ladies Night Out,
which is held every autumn,
figuring a toy store wouldn't
draw many women.
"We got swamped. We were
really busy. People were coming in and finding the store.
We're trying to be better prepared for city events," he said.
The store sells puzzles,
board games, craft kits, dress
up items, science kits and
retro toys.
But Dare said divas might be
more interested in mood rings,
"bling rings" and costume
jewelry.
"They are fun and retro."
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Comedy
documentary
release in time
for laugh lest
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Plymouth Chamber of Commerce
sponsors its 2nd Annual Diva Day,
Saturday, March 27.

PINK FOR DIVAS

Sarah Klatt, one of the coowners of Magnolia, fresh
flower market, said her store
will have "a lot of food" on
hand, along with a sale and
free drawing with purchase.
"We're very excited to have
it again. It was great for us last
year and the women who came
in enjoyed it and the extra
freebies. They had a good
time," Klatt noted.
Although turquoise is the
official Diva Day color this
year, Klatt said she'd opt "hot
pink roses" as the perfect diva
flower.
What does a diva wear?
Rachelle Fanelli, owner of
Suriny J's, says it's all a matter
of personal taste. .
"One person might say a
matching bra and panty set.
Someone else might think a
chemise is sexy," said Fanelli,
who sells swimwear and lingerie. "People are hooked on the
tankini. Once some women
discover it, they never go back
to a one-piece. It gives you the
confidence to go out and wear
it."

The Jim Dudek film,
Detroit International
Comedy Festival — which
made its debut at the
Emagine Theatres in
January — was released for
home viewing oh Tuesday,
March 16.
This mixed performance
and documentary style
independent film captured
what the 2nd annual 2009
comedy festival was all
about, not only for the audience, but also for the comedians. It shows the best 44
standup comics from the
U.S., Canada and England
onstage, backstage and offstage.
m
The DVD is being
*r
released at this time to
create excitement for
,the 3rd Annual Detroit
International Comedy
Festival "Laugh Detroit"
which runs March 21-27,
Shoppers received pink feather boas during the first Diva Day. The first 500 women who attend this year's event will 2010, it Mark Ridley's
Comedy Castle in Royal
get a free turquoise boa.
Oak.
The DVD will be sold
& Gift Boutique, Candy
Photography, Magnolia,
Wilcox Consignment, Merle
during the 2010 festival
Penniman Gallery, Plymouth
Norman, Salon 550,1999
for $11.95 but it's available
Trail, Creatopia Pottery,
Tavern, 336 Main, Compari's,
now for $9-95, includDearborn Jewelers, Gabriala's, Yoga Room, R.S.V.P.,
E.G. Nicks, Ironwood Grill,
ing shipping, from www.
Genuine Toy, Gigi's Mode,
sideways, Sun & Snow,
ArkDistribution.com
Hands on Leather, Home
Sean O'Callaghan's, and The
Sunny J's, Sweets 21, That's
Rock Bar & Grill.
Sweet Home, Jill Andra Young Awesome, TranquiliTea,

PERFECT FITTING

Fanelli said many of her customers consider "every day is
Diva Day" at Sunny J's because
the store's niche is custom-fitting and sizing swimsuiU.
"We make them feel good
about themselves."
And isn't that what being a
diva is all about?
Other stores, restaurants
and salons participating in
Diva Day are: All Dressed Up,
Basket Kreations, Brass k Iron
Bed Shop

FOR A PRICE, ANY ORGAN IN
YOUR BODY CAN BE REPLACED.
BUT IT CAN ALSO BE
REPOSSESSED.

31st Annua

MICHIGAN'S PREMIERE ARTISAN MARKET
Juried, indoor fine art and fine craft show
featuring the best one of a kind goods & gifts.

Bring this ad in to receive $1.00 off the price
of one regular admission. Regular admission
price is $3.00 per person.
•
For more information visit:
www.handcraftersunlimited.com
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Livonia Franklin
Annua!

RECIAN CAFE
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FAMILY RESTAUMNT
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Saturday, March 20th
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10 am - 4 pin
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f! 413 N. MAIN ST. •PLYMOUTH
734.45S.7887

&FEM M M&WMSI
(Closed 10 pm Sunday until 6 am Monday)

ART * PET ITEMS * JEWELRY
HOME DECOR • CLOTHING

EVERYDAY!
S t a r t i n g at k£g>>

and
SO MUCH MORE!
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$1*00 Admission.
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Bill

MO STROLLERS PLEASE

Livonia Franklin High School
31000 Joy Road, Livonia
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With this coupon.
•
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Lotus Arts Gallery
Location: 995 West Ann Arbor Trail,
downtown Plymouth
Details: 3rd annual Michigan Local
Artist Exhibit runs through March
Contact: (888) 889-4ART {toll free)
or (734)453-5400

Norttwille Art House
Time/Date: Through March 21
Location: 215 W. Cady, Norttwille
Details: "Under the Influence"
exhibit showcasing the influential
artistic relationship between teachers and students at the Center for
Creative Studies in Detroit. The
exhibit illustrates that art is not
done in a vacuum
Coming up: Dolimaking class taught
by Charlie Patricolo, 9:30 a.m. to
4:30 p.m., April 24-25. The two-day
class costs $100, along with a $10 kit
fee. Registration is available now
Contact: (248) 344-0497 or visit
www.northvillearts.org
Village Theater at Cherry Hill
Time/Date: 10 a.m. - 2 p.m., MondayFriday, through March 29
Location: 50400 Cherry Hill Road,
Canton
Details: Works by Plymouth resident
and self-taught artist Tony Roko on
display
Contact: (734) 394-5300

AUDITIONS
University of Detroit Mercy
Time/Date: 7 p.m., March 29
Location: 4001W. McNichols, Detroit;
in Studio 164 in Reno Hall
Details: Non-equity auditions for
the theater's 2010-2011,40th season.
Provide a recent headshot, resume
and two monologues: one classical
and one modern. RSVP at the theater's Facebook page; search "UDM
Theatre Company" on Facebook
Contact: Greg Grobis at grobisgjf
udmercy.edu or at (313) 993-3273

COMEDY
Go Comedy!
Time/Date: Various show times
Wednesdays thru Sundays
Location: 261E. Nine Mile, Ferndaie
Details: Improv most nights. Open
mic/jam session show for improvise s is 10 p.m. Wednesdays
Contact: (248) 327-0575; www.
gocomedy.net

JD's House of Comely
Time/Date: Various show times
Wednesday-Saturday evenings
Location: 25333 W. 12 Mile, inside
Star Theatre complex, Southf ield
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"Marshmallow" sofa is on display in the "Good Design Stories from Herman
Miller" exhibit through April 25 at Henry Ford Museum.

Details: Stand-up shows, 8 p.m.
Thursday and 8 p.m., 10:30 p.m.
Friday-Saturday; Apollo amateur
night, 8 p.m. Wednesday
Contact: (248) 348-2420 or www.
ticketmaster.com

Joey's Comedy Club of Livonia
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Mondays,
Open Mic; 8 p.m. Tuesdays, Local
Legends; 8 p.m. shows Wednesdays,
Thursdays; 8 p.m. & 10:30 p.m.
Fridays, Saturdays
Location: 36071 Plymouth Road,
Livonia
Details: Jay Black, March 17-20; Myq
Kaplan, March 24-27
Contact: (734) 261-0555, www.kickerscomplex.com

Mark Ridley's Comedy Castle
Time/Date: Bret Ernst, who
appeared in the movie "Beer
League," and hosted MTVs
"Wrestling Society X," March 18-20;
3rd Annual International Comedy
Festival - Laugh Detroit, March 21-27
Location: 269 E. Fourth, Royal Oak
Contact: (248) 542-9900, www.comedycastle.com

CONCERTS
The Ark
Time/Date: Grant-Lee Phillips, March
18; John Oates, March 19; Jer Coons,
March 20; The Boxcars, March 21;
The Nitty Gritty Dirt Band, March 22;
Sweet Talk Radio, March 23; Adrian
Legg, March 24; Altan, March 25; Paul
Thorn, March 26; South Memphis
String Band, March 27; Gemini, March
29; The Fabulous Thunderbirds,
March 29; Celtic Crossroads, March
30; Bitch, March 31
Location: 316 South Main, Ann Arbor
Contact: (734) 763-8587; www.
theark.org

Location: 5200 Woodward Ave
Contact: (313) 833-7900, www.dia.
org

JWH Center for the Arts
Time/Date: 6:15-6:45 p.m., open mic
sign up; performances, 7 p.m.
Location: 774 I t Sheldon, Plymouth
Details: Host is Cathy Fitzpatrick
and featured performers are Alex
and Maggie Zakem on March 20.
Baseline Folk Society open mic is for
acoustic, folk and traditional musicians. Admission is $5. BaseLine Folk
Society open mic runs every third
Saturday of the month through May
Contact: Mike Mullen, founder, mjmmullenfyahoo.com

Magic Bag
Time/Dates: Satin Peaches, The
Fake Take, March 19; The Mega 80's,
March 20; The Killer Flamingos,
March 26
Location: 22920 Woodward,
Ferndaie
Contact: (248) 544-3030, www.
themagicbag.com
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the campus of Detroit Country Day
Detroit
School, Beverly Hills
Contact: (313) 345-6300, www.bakDetails: Violinist Arnold Steinhardt
erskeyboardlounge.com
will be joined by actor Alan Alda
Detroit Institute of Arts
for an evening of conversation and
Time/Dates: 2 p.m. Sundays
performance entitled "A Celebration
Details: Target Family Sundays,
of the Bach Chaconne." The discus, storytelling, performances, free with
sion and concert is presented by the
admission
Chamber Music Society of Detroit.
Location: 5200 Woodward, Detroit
Tickets are $43-$75; students $25
Contact: (313) 833-7900, www.dia.
Coming up: The Chamber Music
org
Society of Detroit presents Steven
Detroit Zoo
Isserlis, on cello and Denes Varjon,
Time/Date: 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. through
on piano, 8 p.m., March 27, in a
March
program that consists of sonatas
Location: I-696 service drive and
by composers Barber, Dohnanyi,
Schumann and Chopin. Tickets range Woodward, Royal Oak
Details: Admission is $11 for adults
from $43-$75; students pay $25
15 to 61, $9 for senior citizens 62 and
Contact: (248) 855-6070
older, and $7 for children ages 2 to
Trinity House Theater
14; children under 2 are free.
Time/Date: Brooks Williams and
Contact: (248)541-5717
Beaucoup Blue, 8 p.m. March 19,
Marquis Theatre
tickets $15, $12 for subscribers;
Time/Dates:
2:30 p.m. all shows;
Annie and Rod Capps, 8 p.m., March
Saturday,
March
20,27, April 10,17,24
20, tickets $15, $12 for subscribers;
and
May
1;
Monday-Friday,
April 5-9;
Gemini, 8 p.m., March 27, tickets $15,
and
Sunday,
March
14,21,28,
April 11,
$12 for subscribers
18,25
and
May
2
Location: 38840 West Six Mile,
Location: 135 E. Main, Northville
Livonia
Details:
"Peter Cottontail," tickets,
Contact: (734) 464-6302, www.trini$8.50,
ages
3 and up.
tyhouse.org
Contact: (248) 349-8110, www.northvillemarquistheatre.com

FAMILY

FILM

Bakers Keyboard Lounge
Time/Dates: 2-5 p.m. Sundays
Details: Jazz for Kids Program
Location: 20510 Livernois Ave.,

Penn Theatre
Time/Dates: "Mr. and Mrs. Smith,"

(WGc)

with Carole Lombard and Robert
Montgomery, 7 p.m., Thursday,
March 18
Location: 760 Penniman Ave.,
Plymouth
Details: $3 admission
Coming up: "The Blind Side" 7 p.m.
and 9:20 p.m., Friday, March 19,7
p.m. and 9:20 p.m., Saturday, March
20 and 5 p.m. and 7:20 p.m., Sunday,
March 21
Contact: (734) 453-0870. www.
penntheatre.com

Redford Theatre
Time/Date; 8 p.m. March 26 and 2
p.m. and 8 p.m., March 27
Location: 17360 Lahser, Detroit
Details: "Rio Bravo," with John
Wayne, Dean Martin, Ricky Nelson
and Walter Brennan, admission $4
Coming up: "Spartacus," with Kirk
Douglas, Laurence Olivier and Tony
Curtis, 8 p.m. April 2 and 2 p.m. and 8
p.m., April 3
Contact: www.redfordtheatre.com

MUSEUMS
Cranbrook Institute of Science
Time/Date: "Artology: The Fusion
of Art and Science at Cranbrook"
showcases the work of artists whose
creations intersect with science;
through June 4
Location: 39221 Woodward,
Bloomfield Hills
Contact: (248) 645-3200, http://science.cranbrook.edu
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Raise money for your school,
group, church or organization
without any upfront expense.

Plymouth Coffee Bean Company
Time/Date: The Skinny Raccoons,
with Justin Erion, March 20
Location: 884 Penniman Avenue,
Plymouth
Contact: (734) 454-0178
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Schoolcraft College
Time/Date: 8 p.m. Friday, March 19
Location: Presentation Room at
VisTaTech Center on the campus,
located at 18600 Haggerty, Livonia
Details: Emmanuelle Boisvert on
violin and Pauline Martin on piano
perform music by Beethoven, Bloch,
Grieg and Corelli; admission $20, $10
for students
Contact: Schoolcraft Book store at
(734) 462-4409 or www.scboxoffice.
com

Detroit Institute of Arts

Seligman Performing Arts Center

Time/Date: Friday Night Live concerts, 7 and 8:30 p.m.

Time/Date: 8 p.m., March 20
Location: 22305 West 13 Mile, on
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Sign-up for the
Fundraisirtg
Program.

Sell new 6-month or
12-month subscriptions
to one of our community
newspapers.

Contact our Customer Service
department today at 866.887.2737
or e-mail Michele Austin at
custserv@hometownlife.com.

3

Your organization
receives a
sizable
commission
per order.

H OMETOWN
WEEKLIES

www.hometowrilife.com

BOOST YOUR LOCAL
ECONOMY... SHOP LOCAL
What kind of community do you
want to live in? How we spend our
money makes a difference in the
wellness of our residents and the
overall success of our businesses.

:/

Each time you shop, your decisions
will impact your local economy
Choose locally owned businesses
that are truly invested in your
community's future!
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Obituaries, Memorials

online at h o m e t o w n i i f e . c o m

& Remembrances

1-800-579-7355® fax 313-496-4968

ROBERT BROOKES

M A R G A R E T I.
K O E N I N G E R (nee B E R G )

Age 67, formerly of Westland, died
March 12,2010. Retired gas linesman
from Consumer's Power Company.
Survived by wife, Joan; children,
Michael (Catherine) & Cathy, all of
Redford & Mark (Dawn) of
Roscommon; 15 grandchildren; five
great-grandchildren & their grandfather, Andy Sambrone of Redford.
Walsh Funeral Home, Roscommon
989-275-3600

FLORENCE T. DUNEC

MARY BUNKER

Age 91, March 12,2010. Beloved wife
of the late Joseph. Loving sister of the
late Joseph "Ed" Nycek, Mitchell
Nycek and Sylvia Fary. Dearest aunt
of Mary Ann Dixon, Fran Braum, Toni
Hill, Frank Fary, Vince Fary, Pat Fary,
Anita Moseley and Ken Nycek. Also
survived by brother-in-law Frank Fary,
Sr. Second mother and great aunt of
many. Her great and great-great nieces
and nephews were her joy. Visitation
Friday 3-8pm with a 7pm Rosary at
the John N. Santeiu & Son Funeral
Home, 1139 Inkster Rd. (bet. Ford Rd.
BETTY JEAN BURKHART
and Cherry Hill). In state Saturday
March 14, 2010, age 78. Beloved
10am until 10:30am Mass at St. Edith
wife of Donald. Dear mother of Lee
Church, 15089 Newburgh (just south
Burkhart, Joyce (Kevin) Abraham,
of 5 Mile), Livonia. In leiu of flowers
Denise (Mark) Bair and Susan (Al)
memorials suggested to Angela
Bednarski. Also leaves six grandchilHospice or St. Edith Church.
dren and nine greatgrandchildren.
Services will be held on Thursday at
11am at the Schrader-Howel! Funeral
Home, 280 South Main Street,
BEVERLYA.HINSCH
Plymouth. Share your special
Age
72, formerly of Livonia, Michigan,
thoughts and memories at:
passed away Friday, March 12,2010 at
www.schrader-howell.com
her home in Bonita Springs, Florida.
She was born in Detroit, Michigan on
GERALD CREWDSON
July 31, 1937 the daughter of the late
lljfe.
Age 65, of Novi, March 15, Charles and Elizabeth' (nee Franke)
fl§jjb 2010. Gerald was a proud Comer. Beverly attended Wayne State
i f S ^ ! Army Veteran. He retired University and was a proud member of
from Ford Motor Co. after 38 the Delta Zeta Sorority. She was also
years. He is survived by many cousins. an avid bridge player. She is survived
Funeral Friday 11 AM at Thayer-Rock by her loving husband of 51 years
Funeral Home, 33603 Grand River James E. "Jim" Hinsch; sons, James
Ave., Farmington. Visitation Thursday Hinsch Jr., Robert Hinsch: daughters,
2-8 PM. www.thayer-rock.com
Kathryn (Ben) Hinsch, Debra Renauer;
brother, Charles; sisters, Betty Lou
Comer, and Dorothy (Mike) Kotzan.
?3S^k
Also surviving are her two granddaughters, Morgan and Renee Renauer.
In accordance with her wishes funeral
ind
services will be private.
C J o m f o r t in
Shikany's Bonita Funeral Home
JFatrnily
(239) 992-4982
Family Owned Since 1978
JFYieM-icif?
Age 79, March 12, 2010, of Garden
City. Beloved wife of 50 years of
Thorton M. "Ted" Bunker. Loving
sister of Virginia McNut, Jean Foster,
Robert Armentrout and Richard
Armentrout. Also survived by many
nieces and nephews. Memorial services will be held at a later date.
Arrangements by R.G. & G. R. Harris
Funeral Home, 31551 Ford Rd.,
Garden City. Memorial contribution
may be made to Angela Hospice.

March 10,2010, age 85. Beloved wife
of the late Pastor Leonard J.
Koeninger and loving mother of the
late Pastor Philip J. Koeninger and
baby Paul Koeninger. Survivors
include her daughter Kristine Wolfe,
grandchildren Katherine and Mark
Tiefel, Scott and Lindsey Wolfe,
Abigail Wolfe and sister Catherine
Thomas. Visitation will be at 10am,
Saturday, March 20th, immediately
followed by a noon Memorial Service
at St. Peter's Evangelical Lutheran
Church, 1343 Penniman, Plymouth,
MI. In lieu of flowers, memorial contribution suggestions may be found at:
www.schrader-howell.com.

OBITUARY^
POLICY

O&E STAFF WRITER

Bring on the Easter Bunny.
It's nearly time to play hide
and seek with goody-filled
plastic eggs at local churches.
Eager egg-hunters will
find 8,000 of t h e m hidden around the grounds at
the Detroit First Church
of the Nazarene's annual
Easter Eggstravaganza,
10:30 a.m., Saturday, April
3. The church is located
in Northville at 21260
Haggerty, but draws a lot
of children from across
the street in Livonia and
Farmington Hills.
"People come from all over,
really," said Lisa H a r r i s , a
church secretary in charge of
hospitality. "We have repeat
people come just for the egg
h u n t because it's so fun and
popular. We always draw
new guests who have never
been to the church.
"Last year we broke our
record with 420 children.
Over lyOOO people attended
when you count the adults."
The church has sponsored
a h u n t for 15 years as an
outreach to the community.
Youngsters, age 1-11 h u n t in
separate groups according to

Deadlines:
Friday 4:15 PM for Sunday
Wednesday 9:45 AM for Thursday
Obituaries received after these deadlines
will tie placed in the next available issue.
e-mail your obit to

oeobitsihometowniife.com
or tax to:

Attn: Obits c/o Char Wilson
313-496-4968
call:

Char Wilson
586-826-7082
or Liz Keiser

JVjFaty Y o u

586-977-7538
or toll free
80.0-579-7355
ask for Char or Liz
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Churches plan egg hunts,
kids' Easter programs
BY SHARON DARGAY

j The first five "billed" lines of an
j obituary are published at no cost.
j All additional lines will be
| charged at $4 per line. You may
| place a picture of your loved one
j for an additional cost of only $6.
I Symbolic emblems may be
i included at no cost (example:
I American
Flags,
religious
j symbols, etc.)

For more information

Youngsters collect eggs at the annual event at First Church of the Nazarene, 21260 Haggerty, Northville.

{pay's spoils section

Your Invitation
ST. A N N E ' S R O M A N
CATHOLIC CHURCH
Tridentine Latin Mass
St. Anne's Academy • Grades K-8
38100 Five Mile Road
Livonia, MI 48154 • (734) 462-3200
Mass Schedule;
First
Fri.
7:00 p.m.
First
Sat.
11:00 a.m.
Sun. Masses 7:30 & 10:00 a.m.
Confessions Heard Prior to Each Mass
Mother of Perpetual Help Devotions
Tuesdays at 7:00 RM. oa)res29s ,
St Genevieve Roman Catholic Church
St. Genevieve School - PreK-8
2901S Jamison • Livonia • 734-427-5280
(East of Middlebeli, between 5 MBe & Jeffries) •
MASS: Tues. 7 p. Wed., Thurs. 9 a,
Sat. 4 p, Sun 11a

St. Maurice Roman Catholic Church
32765 Lyndon • Livonia * 734-522-1616
(between Merriman & Farmington Roads)
MASS: Mon. 8:30 a, Fri. 8:30 a,
Sat. 6 p, Sun 9a

Tted/crcl A_. •
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LUTHERAN CHURCH MISSOURI SYNOD
ROSEDALE GARDENS

Christ Our Savior Lutheran Church

('KINKUIKUMIIf K ' i l . l M l

•14175 Farmington Road, Livonia Just north of I-96

734-522-6830
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Easter Fun Day r u n s 10
a.m.-noon, Saturday, M a r c h
27, at t h e church, 27475 Five
Mile, Livonia; The event
will include games, crafts,
an Easter egg h u n t , prizes
and more for children ages 3
to 13. The event is free and
open to the public. (734)
422-1470
• Faith L u t h e r a n Church,
3 0 0 0 0 Five Mile, Livonia,
holds its h u n t , rain or shine,
at 10:30 a.m. Saturday,
March 27. The event is
aimed at toddlers t h r o u g h
age 10. Register by Monday,
March 22 by calling (734)
421-7359.
• Bethel Baptist of Livonia
offers an egg h u n t for
children who attend noon
Good Friday services at the
church, located at 29475 Six
Mile, Livonia. The event, for
youngsters, sixth grade and
younger, begins at approximately 1 p.m. (734) 5253664.
• St. Michael, 7 0 0 0
Sheldon, Canton, plans an
egg hunt, along with crafts
and stories, for children up
to fifth grade, beginning
at 9:30 a.m., April 3. Nonparishioners may attend, b u t
should call (734) 4 5 9 - 3 3 3 3 ,
so the church can get an
accurate count.

to Worship

UNITED METHODIST

CATHOLIC

their ages. Eggs are strewn
on the lawn in plain view for
toddlers and hidden outside
around the church for older
children.
Participants bring their
own baskets to collect eggs.
The church also has decorated bags on h a n d for those
who forget to bring their
own containers. All eggs
include goodies and some
can be redeemed for prizes.
"At the end there's a
lunch and there's always a
really nice message," H a r r i s
added.
Hot dogs, chips, cookies
a n d beverages will be served
while youngsters watch a
special show from Big Blast
Ministries.
"Some years we've h a d
puppets and we h a d a yo-yo
group t h a t came and gave
a special message regarding Easter a n d the Lord. It's
always e n t e r t a i n i n g with a
colorful a n d u p b e a t message."
The church is accepting
online registration through
March 31 at dfcna'zdfene.
org. After t h a t registration
is accepted at the event.
Here's a sampling of
Easter egg h u n t s at other
local churches:
• St. Paul's Presbyterian

(734) 422-0494
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9:U0 am
Traditional Service
10:30 am

Visit www.rosedalegardens.org
For information about our many programs
OEosssaass

30450 Farmington Road • Farmington Hills
www.orchardumc.org

248-626-3620

Worship:
9:00 a.m. and 11:00 a.m.
! 0:00 a.m. Christian
Education for all ages
Pastors: Carol J. Johns,
Jim Braid, Margo Dexter

Sunday Worship
8:30 .& 11:00 am - Traditional

Sunday/Bible Class

9:45 am
Early Childhood Center
Phone 734-513-8413

Staffed Nursery Available

Making disciples who share the love of Jesus Christ
Senior Pastor: Rev. Dean Davenport
Pastors: Robert F. Bayer and Anthony M. Dresden

Risen Christ Lutheran

GRACE LUTHERAN CHURCH

C.KEEk
ORTHODOX

MISSOURI SYNOD

David W. Martin, Fastor
46250 Ann Arbor Road • Plymouth n m w.

25630 GRAND RIVER at BEECH DALY
313-532-2266
REDFORD TWP.
Worship Service

39851 West Five Mile, Plymouth Twp., Ml
Sunday Services
Matins 8:30 am.Divine Liturgy 10:00 am
Rev. Fr. George VaporisParish Office 734-420-0131
Office Hours M-F 10:00 am - 2:00 pm
www.nativitygochurch.org

(734) 453-5252
Worship 8:15 & 10:45 an,
Sunday School 9:30 • Adult Bible Stuc '
NurseryCsreAvd'!?.k!s '"' •
- "~

9:15 & 11:00 A.M.
Sunday School
9:15 & 11:00 A.M.

NATIVITY OF T H E V I R G I N M A R Y
G R E E K ORTHODOX C H U R C H

Nursery

www.rist iitltii^t

LUTHERAN CHURCH
WISCONSIN SYNOD

EVANGELICAL
PRESBYTERIAN

PRESBYTERIAN

PLYMOUTH CHURCH
OF THE NAZARENE
Sunday School - 9:45 A.M.
Sunday Worship -11:00 A.M.
Sunday Evening - 6:00 P.M.
Family Night - Wed. 7:00 P.M.

FeUowship Presbyterian Chwrch
Adult S u n d a y School: 9:30 -10:15 a.m. • W o r s h i p : 10:30 a.m
Cfaildrens Sunday School: 10:30 a.m.
P a s t o r : Dr. J i m m y McGwire
Services held at: Saint A n d r e w s E p i s c o p a l Church
16360 Hubbard Road in Livonia • south of six Mile Road

LUTHERAN-ELCA

Nursery provided • www.fe|owshnTjy.sJkQ£™n_Oig

ST. JOHN
LUTHERAN, ELC \
Farmington Hills 23225 Gill Rd. 248474

.

»• • • •
SATORBAY WORSHIP • 5:30

I'M

Sunday Worship &
Sunday School
9:00 AM TRADITIONAI/CHORAL fn K\II I
10:15 AM SUNDAY SCHOOL -An
w-

11:15 AM CONTEMPOBARY Si itwi i
NlllSERY AVAILABLE
BILL & LAUREN KIRSH-CARR, P ^ H H . ' *

ST. PA'.JI

'sEv.Lui • • - - . .

CHURCH & SCHC .I

45801 W. Ann Arbor Road • (734) 463-1525

OEQ8682869

For Information regarding
this Directory,
please call Donna Hart at
2 4 8 - 4 3 7 - 2 0 1 1 , Ext, 2 4 7
or e-mail: dliarl@dnps.com

„ WARD I
ill

infn

Provided

rrii> Re* Tinolhy P. H.-boirt, Senior Paste'
TifRr* Di.Vic.i9> F. Ilalbo'r Abasia it Pastor

OeQ868S997

CHURCHES OF
THE NAZARENE

c

17S10 F i i V •:t.-,Ros. - * *
L ..:•,; '73 .•2P1-1363
WC•nship S E W I C L S .

Evangelical Presbyterian Church \

40000 Six Mile Road

j

"just west of 1-275"

\

Northville, MI
;
248-374-7400
!
Traditional Worship
8:00,9:30 & 11:00 A.M.
(tontemporary Worship
9:30 & 11:00 A.M.
Nursery & Sunday School During
the 9:30 & 11:00 Hours
Evening Service • 7:00 p.m.
Service Broadcast
11:00 A.M. Sunday WRDT-AM 560
The WMUZ Word Station
For additional information
visit www.wardchurch.org

j

r
1

SUNDAY 8 : 3 0 A . M . & 1 V ' J 0 A M
WEDNESDAY 6:30 P V.
!
v.ebsitc: W l . W .tIJ<.(lllb lVOiiiLi .iru

North Congregational dumb
I
36520 12 Mile ".(i
#
^•AMj.

Farmington Hi' 1 •>
(bet. Drake & Hal". u i

sH§PS
(248)848-175"
! 130 a.m. Worship* Church Si ' »
Icitb - Freedom-Fellowi-hij)
1

Ministers
lark P.Jensen
Rev. Mary E.b'u i

FOOD AND WINE

online at hometownlife.com
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Easf home entertaining

Go Gluten-free

Keep your party simple yet chic
with these hostess hints
Hosting get-togethers at
home can be stressful with all
of the elements to consider —
the invitation, the decor, and
most importantly, the food and
beverages. Planning the perfect party can overwhelm even
the most seasoned hostess,
but there are easy solutions for
making your event memorable
without becoming inundated.
Jen Isham, entertaining
expert and finalist on The Next
Food Network Star, offers her
suggestions for hosting a hassle-free social gathering:
• Chances are that your
guests won't recall the design
of your invitations or the color
of your cocktail napkins, so
use an eco-friendly electronic
invitation with an appropriate
theme and stick with matching monochrome plates and
flatware. That leaves you
time to focus on the factors
that will stick in their minds
most — the cocktails and hors
d'oeuvres.
• If you're not exactly a master mixologist but still want to
wow your guests with drinks,
try serving Godiva Liqueur
on the rocks. Isham notes,
"This simple drink can be prepoured before guests arrive so
that they have a beverage in
hand within minutes of arriving. Try chilling the bottle
beforehand, then just add ice
when they enter the party."
Your visitors will undoubtedly
be grateful for the warm (or
cool) welcome.
Once guests have arrived
and mingling has commenced,
you'll have a bit of time to use
your creativity behind the bar.
Your arrival drink can easily
become the beverage du jour
with some festive garnishes.
"Try using melted chocolate
or different colored sugars to
rim glasses of Godiva Liqueur
over ice," suggests Isham.
• Moisten the rim of the
glass and fill a shallow bowl
or plate with your garnish of

Photo courtesy of Fotolia
Bruschetta with Kalamata Tapenade Topping

beverage stations. This will
lead to your guests mingling
and moving about so no one
has the chance to be a wallflower.
• Another way to encourage guests to get to know each
other is to organize carpools
according to neighborhood.
This not only will forge new

Greet quests with a glass of flavored
liqueur.

choice.
• Hold the glass sideways
and dab the rim into the garnish while slowly turning so
that only the outer edge is
covered.
• Then simply add ice, using
tongs, and pour liqueur into
the glass for a tempting and
festive drink.
Consider stocking up on all
varieties so your guests can
have their pick of chocolate,
white chocolate, mocha and
caramel flavors. For those
who are looking to go above
and beyond in delivering the
perfect cocktail presentation,
use different forms of ice and
glassware to provide variety.
When it comes to planning
party food, the trick is to keep
it simple.
• No-cook appetizers are
a perfect no-fuss option for
entertaining, which leaves
more time for socializing with
guests. Isham says, "Assorted
nuts, cheeses, olives and preserved fruits in silver or gold
bowls make for a lovely and
chic appetizer spread with no
time wasted slaving away in
the kitchen." For an upscale
hors d'oeuvre that still saves
time, try Isham's Bruschetta
Bar with Toppings Trio recipes.
• Rather than serving buffet-style in your dining room,
Isham suggests using all areas
of the house with food and

friendships but also promotes
having designated drivers so
everyone will get home safely.
It is, in fact, possible to
entertain with ease and still
keep it chic — just remember
to focus your energy and creativity where it matters and
keep the rest simple.

BRUSCHETTA BAR WITH TOPPINGS TRIO

ByJenlsham
Toast slices ofbaguette in the oven. Toppings can be added to bruschetta
before serving or can be displayed in bowls for guests to top themselves.
KALAMATA TAPENADE TOPPING
1 jar kalamata olives {drained and pitted)
1 jar capers (drained)
2 cloves of garlic
3 anchovies

l.Blendtoa rough paste.
2.Top toasted baguette slices with
mixture and serve on decorative
plate.

HERBED MUSHROOM TOPPING
1/2 tablespoon butter
1 tablespoon olive oil
2 cups sliced mushrooms (any variety will
work, mix varieties if you choose)
2 garlic cloves, chopped
Ismail shallot chopped
3 sprigs fresh thyme
Crumbled goat cheese

Salt and pepper to taste

LHeat butter and olive oil in saute
pan and sear sliced mushroom, garlic, shallots and thyme sprigs until
browned on each side.
2.Top toasted baguette slices with
warm mushrooms and crumble
goat cheese on top.

BALSAMIC RED ONION TOPPING
2 tablespoons olive oil
2 red onions, sliced thinly
1/4 cup balsamic vinegar
1/2 cup granulated sugar
Coarse black pepper

1. Heat olive oil in saute pan and
cook onions down over medium
high heat until soft. .

ftpBfl

2. Turn down heat to medium,
add balsamic vinegar and sugar.
3. Stir constantly until vinegar is
thickened.
4. Top toasted baguettes with
onion mixture and garnish with
coarse ground black pepper.
Courtesy of Family Features
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Plymouth - Hiller's Markets
will hold its largest-ever
Gluten-Free Foods Fair 11
a.m.-3 p.m. Saturday, March
20 at its Plymouth location,
15455 Haggerty.
The event is designed to educate and enlighten the public
about the benefits of embracing a gluten-free lifestyle and
the cuisine options available at
Hiller's Markets' seven stores.
Two dozen vendors will be on
hand with samples of glutenfree fare.
"The fair is a great way for
people to taste a wide variety
of menu items before purchasing the products," says •
Michelle Fuller, co-president of
Tri-County Celiac Support. "It
really saves time and money."
Celiac disease prevents
individuals from digesting
foods containing gluten and
other related proteins found in
wheat, barley and rye.
New gluten-free foods are
constantly added to Hiller's
Markets' shelves and all items
are clearly labeled in every
aisle of its stores. The family-owned chain now carries
desserts and sweets made by
Rumi's Passion, and authentic pizzas, chicken strips and
Italian entrees made by G.F.
Cucina. Both companies are
local to Michigan.
"We want our valued customers to also know that
Hiller's Markets will take back
a food item if they don't like
it and give them store credit,"
said Lynn Lederman, Director
of Community Services at
Hiller's Markets. "We also like
to remind our shoppers that
they may be able to get a tax
deduction or rebates if they are
on a gluten-free diet."
Hiller's Markets are located in Ann Arbor, Berkley,
Commerce Township,
Northville, Plymouth, Union
Lake and West Bloomfield.

Gluten-free products at Hiller's
Market

appetizers, followed by five
courses, wine and dessert.
The chefs will include
Milos Cihelka, formerly of the
Golden Mushroom, Steven
Allen of Steve and Rooky's,
Joseph Beato of Restaurant
ViaNove, Brian Beland of
Country Club of Detroit, James
Bologna of The Townsend
Hotel, Kevin Brennan and
Jeffrey Hammer of the Detroit
Athletic Club, Randy Emert
of Great Oaks Country Club,
Michael Green of Lochmoor
Country Club, Gerald Matthes
of Give Thanks Bakery, Brian
Polcyn of Forest Grill and
Cinco Lagos, Charles Rachwitz
of Rocky's, and Daniel Vallone
of Tam O'Shanter Country
Club. Chef Milos chairs the
annual event.
The dinner admission
price is $125 per person of
which $75 is tax deductible.
Proceeds from this annual
fund-raiser help Community
Living Centers of Farmington
serve developmentally disabled adults through its seven
licensed group homes, one
apartment training site, one
Celebrity Chefs Dinner
senior home and two independent living programs. The nonFarmington - Community
profit organization currently
Living Centers of Farmington
cares for 116 adults with more
will serve up its annual fundthan 94 trained staff members,
raiser, Celebrity Chefs Dinner,
6:30 p.m., Friday, April 16
Call Barb Schuler at the CLC
at the Detroit Athletic Club,
office at (248) 478-0870 for
241 Madison Ave., Detroit.
more information or to make a
Metropolitan Detroit's finest
reservation, A group discount
chefs will assemble and preis available for parties of 10.
pare a feast, describing their
For more about Community
creations between each course. Living Centers, visit www.
The evening will begin with
-xlchomesJMg, __
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Novi area current and retired educators save on purchases for personal
or classroom use -just bring proof of educator status to Border's Books
and Music.
OPEN 9AM -

J I P M MONDAY - SATURDAY, 9AM - 9PM SUNDAY

Saturday* March 20,2010 • Noon - 3:00pm
Northville High School

3T>*

• < hve-;nvnvs prizes? and raffle items
• Vote for best restaurant and business displays
• Free samples from the area's top restaurants and caterers including:
- Aubree's of Northville
- Lake Street Tavern
- Bread Basket Bakery & Cafe

- Northville Sports Den

- Brahn's Steakhouse

- Red Pepper Deli

- Buca T)i Beppo

- Rusty Bucket Corner Tavern

- Busch's - Plymouth/Northville

- Starting Gate Saloon and Restaurant

- Edward's Cafe and Caterers

- Sweet 220

- George's Senate Restaurant

- Zoup! Fresh Soup Company

- Jet's Pizza

*«,.

H;-P c*it- ! i e ^
' Admission: $5.00 • Seniors (65 & older): $4.00
Children (under 12): $2,00

r at&t

Tickets available at the door
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Find the very latest in
wireless, digital TV, internet
& DSL and home phones.

Sponsored by:
•
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COMMUNITY
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J RECORD

OPEN MONDAY FRIDAY 10AM - 8PM,
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SATURDAY 10AM - 7PM,
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CITY BITES
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Hidden Spring

M«sr®€ &*&& &> THIS*

!£*•Veterinary Clinic

SUNDAY H A M - 6PM

For mors Information contact th®
Nortrwllte Chamber of Commerce:
Phone; 248-349-7640
www.riorthvle.org
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online at hometownSifexom

Observer & Eccentric | Thursday, March 18,2010
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Sll.StBi;
presented by

enry Ford Community College
Friday, March 1 9 , 2 0 1 0
8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
Administrative Services and Conference Center
5101 Evergreen Road, Dearborn
I.K*^.*^

ICEYHIOTE SPEAKERS
Robert Fican© -Wayne County Executive
Peter Sinclair - Greenman Studio
Matt Rousch - WWJ News Radio
Beth Somrners - State of Michigan

BUEJUC-Oy? SESSIONS
CRES1T Energy - Renewable Solutions
DTE Energy - Energy Optimizations Program
Lumasmart - LED Lighting
Newman Consultants - Sustainable Building
DELEG -Wind Projects in Michigan
WARM - Home Solutions
Behier-Young Company - Geothermal and Hybrid Heating
Michigan State University - Bio Fuels

LiuiiMsisiaft"-tED"dghti:rig"'","~

"

LaFontaine Auto Group -Building Green

mitt® mmmt
ALTERNATIVE E N E M Y VEHICLE TEST DRIVES
See the latest alternative energy vehicles from Ford Motor Co. and Geneiai Motors:.

BUSINESS EXPO
Watch cutting-edge companies demonstrate alternative energy technologies.
y

FREE AND OPEN TO THE PUBLIC
FOR MORE INFORMATION, CALL 313-84S-9601

