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Go to hometowiiliie.com and 
become a fan on our Facebook 
page and you could win movie 
tickets, pizza coupons, dinner 
gift certificates and more! 

The first 500 people to sign 
on as fans will be entered into 
a random drawing. Fifty lucky 
winners will be selected. 

Deadline is Friday, May 28. 

City offices, including the 
William Faust Public Library, 
recycling center and 18th 
District Court, will be closed 
on Monday, May 31, due to the 
Memorial Day holiday. The 
library and recycling center 
also will be closed on Saturday, 
May 29, and the library will be 
closed on Sunday, May 30. 

There will be no rubbish 
pickup on Memorial Day which 
will delay the regular trash col­
lection one day for the rest of 
the week. 

The Bailey Pool and H20 
Zone will open Saturday to 
kick off the summer season. 

The Bailey Pool will be open 
from noon to 3 p.m. and 4-7 
p.m. on weekends, weather per­
mitting. Weekday hours will be 
4-7 p.m. until Thursday, June 
17- The Bailey Pool features a 
water slide and a climbing wall. 

The H20 Zone will be open 
from 10 a.m. to 7 p.m. seven 
days a week, weather permit­
ting, and is free. It features 
buckets that dump water, croc­
odiles that shoot water into the 
air and a helicopter that sprays 
water everywhere. 

Call the Westland Parks and 
Recreation Department at 
(734) 722-7620 or visit www. 
cityofwestland.com for addi­
tional information on hours 
and rates. 

The rescheduled planting 
day for Westland's DTE Energy 
Community Garden will 
Sunday, June 6. 

Volunteers are still being 
sought for planting, weeding 
and harvesting the food that 
will be grown and donated 
to Gleaners Food Bank of 
Southeast Michigan to be dis­
tributed to children, seniors, 
disabled people, working fami­
lies and other individuals in 
need of emergency food. 

Volunteers should plan to 
bring their own gardening 
tools, sunscreen, drinking 
water and closed-toed shoes. 
The DTE Energy Garden is 
located at 38155 Cherry Hill, 
west of Newburgh. 

RESA drops plan for school millage 
BY BRAD KADRICH 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Officials at Wayne Regional 
Educational Services Agency needed 
school districts representing 51 per­
cent of the county's public school 
students to ask for a ballot initiative 
that would have created a countywide 
1.9-mill school enhancement millage 
to help financially struggling school 
districts. 

They didn't get it. 

Already facing an uphill battle when 
three of the county's larger districts 
— Dearborn, Livonia and Plymouth-
Canton — decided not to take part, 
RESA's initiative was killed last 
week when officials at Detroit Public 
Schools, the state's largest district, 
decided not to take part. 

That left 17 school districts, repre­
senting just 22 percent of the county's 
students, in favor of the initiative. 

"When Detroit backed out, that left 
them well short," Plymouth-Canton 

Community Schools Superintendent 
Craig Fiegel said. "It's really too bad 
they didn't announce that decision 
sooner. It would have saved a lot of 
angst." 

Plymouth-Canton school officials 
were a little bothered by the delay in 
Detroit's decision, figuring a decision 
not to participate could have come 
sooner and saved some.headaches. 

Without Detroit, Livonia, Plymouth-
Canton or Dearborn, the largest 
district on board with the plan was 

Wayne-Westland. 
"We did not reach the 51 percent we 

needed to go forward," said RESA rep­
resentative Tracey Wright. "There's no 
way for this to go forward at this time." 

For Wayne-Westland, the millage 
would have been a win-win proposi­
tion. Not considered a "giving district," 
the tax levy would have generated $4.9 
million of which $4.7 million would 
come back to the district based on the 

Please see RESA, A 2 
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PHOTOS BY ANN ESP1N0ZA 

Walkers had to avoid huge puddles after heavy down pours the night before, but the wet didn't dampen their enthusiasm 
for the Relay for Life. 

li $1 million... 
and counting 
Walkers put best foot forward 
for annual Relay for Life 

BY SUE MASON 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Overnight thunderstorms and intermittent show­
ers during the'day did little to dampen enthusiasm of 
walkers who took to the path at Jaycee Park for the 
city's annual Relay for Life. 

They wore birthday hats, blew bubbles and basi­
cally let cancer know 
they're in for the long 
fight for a cure. 

"It's a little wet, 
but w e're making it," 
said Kelly Bates, this 
year's Relay chair. 
"Ninety percent of the 
teams are here and 
we still have a ton of 
people walking." 

The 24-hour event 
was more like a huge 
block party with 
teams setting up 
booths to sell every­
thing from baked 
goods to hamburgers 
and hot dogs. Susie Yeger,.a 15-year, five-month, breast 
cancer survivor, had plenty of customers for her spin 
the wheel game aimed a wiping out colon cancer. 

"I've already taken two men for five bucks," said 
Yeger, a member of the Women of Westland teanl. 
"They keep promising to come back." 

In its 10th year, this year's goal was to break the 
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Five-year-old Cameron Toth of 
Westiand enjoys the bubble machine 
at the Fight Like a Girl booth. 

Please see RELAY, A 2 

Wayne-Westland's l-Save program wins state honor 
BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Wayne-Westland school officials 
knew the district's in-house energy 
conservation program was good. They 
only needed to look at the more than 
$400,000 savings in utility costs that 
have occurred thanks to the efforts of 
staff and students. 

That success hasn't gone unnoticed 
byothers. 

Monday evening, Mary Reynolds, 
a member of the MASBO Board of 
Directors, went before the Wayne-
Westland school board to present 
Nick Thornton, supervisor of energy 
and facility services, with a Meridian 
Award of Excellence for the district's 
I-Save (Individuals Save And Vie for 

.Efficiency) program he oversees. 
"This is in special recognition of 

your successful practices in the area 
of management," said Reynolds, the 
executive director of business for the 
Farmington Public Schools. "The 
award was one of five given out by the 
MASBO and the only one for energy 
management." 

According to Reynolds, the award 

recognizes the individual effort that 
has gone into the highly successful 
program. The I-Save program has 
saved the district 11.4 percent in gas 
and electricity costs. 

"This is a real grassroots efforts 
to get everyone to turn off the lights 
and turn the thermostat down," said 

Please see PROGRAM, A 2 
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BY LEANNE ROGERS 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Honoring veterans will be 
the focus of the annual Wayne-
Westland Memorial Day Parade. 
Sunday. 

The parade begins at 1 p.m. at 
the Town W Country Bowling 
Alley parking lot, 1100 S. Wayne 
Road at Avondale, then heads 
south to the Wayne Library for a 
short wreath ceremony. 

"We always alternate so the 
parade goes to Wayne one year, 
Westland the other year," said 
Tom Dobrowolski, secretary of the 
Wayne-Westland Veterans Parade 
Committee. 

The parade committee organizes 
the parade as the group designated 
by the various VFW, American 
Legion, AMVETS and other area 
veterans groups who participate. 

"It's a pretty big parade. The 

route to the Wayne Library is 
1.43 miles. The parade starts at 
1 p.m. and won't get to the Peace 
Memorial at the library until close 
to 2 p.m.," said Dobrowolski. 

The parade will include appear­
ances by marching bands from 
John Glenn, Wayne Memorial and 
Inkster high schools along with 
marchers and floats from various 
churches, Scouting troops and 
similar groups. 

"There are no clowns and 
we don't pass out candy," said 
Dobrowolski, who estimated the 
parade has been held for at least 15 
years. 

Veterans, including color guards 
and ritual teams, from posts in 
Westland, Wayne and Livonia will 
begin the parade. The parade has 
traditionally been held on Sunday 
of the holiday weekend rather than 
Monday, Dobrowolski said, to 
increase participation. 

Members of the parade commit­
tee solicit contributions to cover 
the parade costs and also confirm 
participation by the various groups 
and bands. The cities of Wayne and 
Westland each make a contribu­
tion to support the parade. About 
2,000 people turn out for the 
parade, said Dobrowolski, based 
on the number of American flags 
passed out along the route. 

"This year, Cub Scouts, Boy 
Scouts and Girl Scouts will pass 
out the flags. They will walk on 
the sidewalk," he said. "In the past, 
they walked off to the side in the 
street. People got confused and 
thought they were leading off the 
parade.". 

After the parade, a luncheon will 
be hosted at the Harris-Kehrer 
VFW Post 3323,1055 S. Wayne 
Road at Avondale in Westland. 
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