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IN BRIEF 

Sgt. Robert Wysong 

Officer promoted • 
• to sergeant • 

Westland Police Officer 
Robert Wysong has been 
promoted to the rank of 
sergeant. Wysong worked 
as a police officer in 
Wyandotte for a brief time 
before joining the Westland 
Police Department in 1995. 

Serving in the patrol 
division, Wysong was most 
recently on the'day shift 
but will be transferred to 

•midnights due to the pro
motion. A Wayne resident, 
Wysong has four children. 

A vacancy was created in 
the sergeant rank with the 
recent retirement of Sgt. 
Steve Borisch. 

"We were sorry to lose 
someone of Sgt: Borisch's 
caliber," said Chief Alan 
Ramsden. "But we are con
fident that Sgt. Wysong will 
do an excellent job. He has 
a tremendous track record 
as an officer and he's 
worked hard to get this pro
motion. The expectations 
are high." 

Promotions within the 
police department are made, 
through competitive test- • 
ing involving an extensive 
written exam and an oral 
board panel. Candidates are 
then scored, ranked and 
promoted accordingly. 

City may not pay for flood damage 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER ' 

Westland homeowners are submit
ting claim forms to the city for losses 
suffered during flooding earlier this 
month but likely will need to look for 
reimbursement through their hom
eowners insurance. 

Close to 1,200 homeowners contact
ed the city about basement flooding 
following about a five-inch rain that 

overwhelmed city and county sewers 
during the early hours of June 6. 

"Have we found out who is at fault, 
the city or the county? Who is going 
to pay for it? I was told to turn this 
into my insurance company," said resi
dent Kelly Johnson. "I'm an insurance 
agent. That will push up my rates for 
three years — I don't want to do that. 
I .also want to know if the problem is 
being fixed and who is paying for that." 

Under state law, the residents have 

45 days to file claims with the city. 
However, if there was no flaw in the .. 
city's sewer system, which is the posi
tion of Westland officials and it was 
effectively an act of God — excessive 
rain — the city would not be liable for 
damages or losses caused by the flood
ing. 

"It was basically Mother Nature. We 
can't control the rain. There were a lot 
of different issues going on with this 
rain event," said Council President 

James Godbout. 
While urging residents to submit the 

city claim forms, Mayor William Wild 
said that the city's insurer,and attor
neys would ultimately make a decision 
on any reimbursements. 

"First of all, I would call my home
owners' (insurer). That's what you have 
homeowners insurance for. I think it's 
pretty lousy that your rates will go up 

Please see CLAIMS, A2 

Pete Davey, project manager for Home Renewal Systems, (left) poses with Westland Community Development Director Joanne Inglis and city inspector Rick Gowan in front of a home acquired by 
the city and rehabilitated through the Neighborhood Stabilization Program. 

Rehabilitated home fits bill for Westland man 
Westland resident Emily 

Klimevski recently earned 
an Associate in Science 
in Nursing from Excelsior' 
College in Albany, New York. 

State Sen. Glenn 
Anderson (D-Westland) 
will hold district coffee 
hours on Monday, June 28. 
Anderson will be available 
9-10 a.m. at the Livonia 
Civic Park Senior Center, 
15218 Farmington Road, 
Livonia. 

From 10:30-11:30 a.m., ' ' 
Anderson will be at the 
Maplewood Community 
Center, 31735 Maplewood, 
Garden City. 

Constituents who would 
like to address an issue 
with Anderson but are 
unable to attend may con
tact him by mail: P.O. Box 
30036, Lansing, Ml 48933; 
phone: H866) 262-7306; or 
e-mail: SenatorAnderson® 
senate.michigan.gov. 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Paul Landon had been looking for 
a home. A foreclosed house, reha
bilitated and acquired through the 
Neighborhood Stabilization Program, 
fit the bill. . * 

Landon is buying a home on Palmer 
that has been renovated by Home 
Renewal Systems, one of two contrac
tors working for Westland to rehabili
tate a total of 40 vacant and abandoned 

homes by December. It's on track to be 
the first completed arid sold home for 
the program. 

"My mom found the program for 
me. She saw it somewhere — I don't 
think people know about the program 
too much. I had looked for a house for 
about year," said Landon, who has been 
living with his fiance in the basement of, 
her parents' Westland home. "Basically, 
it was the fact that someone out there 
was trying to work with people that 
don't have a high income." 

The NSP has income guidelines for 
buyers that go up to $67,100 annu
ally for a two-person family. "1 poked 
around at a few mortgage companies, 
but they all said no," Landon said. "I did 
a lot of work to get my credit back up to 
be presentable to a bank before getting 
in this program. They (Home Renewal 
Systems) worked with me and helped 
guide me on fixing my credit." 

During his search for a home, 
Landon said he also considered trying 
to buy a foreclosed home at auction, but 

that was cost-prohibitive and the homes 
often need extensive repairs and other 
items, such as new appliances. 

"I'm a very handy guy. I know the 
construction field. I just wouldn't have 
the cash to do it," said Landon, a driver 
for Safelite Auto Glass. 

Unlike many of the home acquired by 
the city for the NSP, the home Landon 
is slated to buy wasn't in need of a tre
mendous amount of work. 

Please see HOUSE, A2 

Council shuts off Kroger gas pump plan 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Despite a Ml court press 
by top Kroger executives, 
the Westland council gave a 
thumbs down to plans for a 
fueling station proposed to 
replace a long-vacant restau
rant at Ford and Central City 
Parkway. 

The issue for council mem
bers who voted against the 
site plan was approving a 
new automotive use in direct 
conflict with the Ford Road 

downtown development strat
egy the city has been using for 
12 years and had updated more 
recently. 

"I appreciate Kroger, what 
a good corporate citizen and 
partner they are. That makes 
this harder to oppose," said 
Council President James 
Godbout. 

In 1992, the city hired con
sultants HyettPalmato develop 
a downtown strategy, Godbout 
said, later having it reviewed 
to make sure it was still appli
cable. Part of that downtown 

development strategy, he 
noted, was developing destina
tion retail businesses, sit-down 
restaurants and offices. 

Specifically not to be allowed 
were automotive-related sales 
and services, Godbout said. 
That concept was again agreed 
to after a design charrette in 
2008 with planning consul
tants McKenna Associates, he 
added. 

"We have already approved 
a fueling station for Kroger at 

Please see K806ER.A2 
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