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Do you have a tot of weight 
you want to lose? Then the 
casting directors of the popu
lar TV show "Biggest Loser" 
want to meet you. 

The show is holding an open 
casting call 10 a m to 6 p.m. 
Saturday, Aug. 21, at Gardner-
White Furniture, 38453 Ford 
Road. Casting directors are 
looking for individuals and 
teams of two, which could be 
parent/child, siblings or mar
ried couples. 

Ideal applicants would have 
100 pounds or more to lose, 
with outgoing personalities, 
looking to "take the first step 
toward a healthy lifestyle." 
Participants compete for a 
shot at $250,000. 

Potential applicants are 
reminded not to line up more 
than three hours before the 
opening time and to bring 
a nonreturnable photo. 
Producers are aiming to see 
the first 500 people in line. 
Applicants must be legal U.S. 
residents and at least 18 years 
old by Sept. 24. 

D i s t r i c t f i o u r s , 
The staff of U.S. Rep. 

Thaddeus McCotter, D-Livonia, 
will hold office hours in sever
al locations in the 11th District. 

The time is set aside so 
that the citizens served by the 
congressman can have the , 
opportunity to speak with a 
staff member for assistance 
regarding any federal issue 
that they might have. This 
is not a political venue and 
no discussions of a political 
nature will be expected. 

District office hours and 
locations Thursday, Sept 2, 
are 9-10 a.m. at the Canton 
Summit Senior Center, 11 a.m. 
to noon at Northville Senior 
Center, 12:30-1:30 p.m. at the 
Plymouth District Library 
and 2:30-3:30 p.m. at the Van 
Buren September Days Senior 
Center. 

Hours for Tuesday, Sept. 
7, are 9-10 a.m. at Livonia 
Civic Park Senior Center, 
10:30-11:30 a.m. at the Redford 
Community Center, 1-2 p.m. at 
the Maplewood Community 
Center in Garden City and 
2:30-3:30 p.m. at the Westland 
senior Friendship Center. 

The congressman also has 
two offices in the district to 
serve his constituents. The 
Livonia office can be reached 
by calling (734) 632-0314 or 
the Milford office is available 
at (248) 685-9495. 

State Sen. Glenn Anderson, 
D-Westland, is holding district 
coffee hours Monday, Aug. 23, 
in Livonia and Garden City. No 
appointment is necessary. 

Anderson will be at the 
Livonia Civic Park Senior 
Center, 15218 Farmington 
Road, 9-10 a.m. and at the 
Maplewood Community 
Center, 31735 Maplewood Ave., 
Garden City, 10:30-11:30 a.m. 

Constituents who would 
"like to address an issue with 
Anderson but are unable 
to attend may contact him 
by mail at P.O. Box 30036, 
Lansing, Ml 48933, by phone 
at (866) 262-7306 or by e-mail 
at SenatorAndersontsenate. 
michigan.gov. 

Trash hauler gets 4-year contract extension 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Westland will have the same trash 
hauler for the next four years under 
a contract extension with Midwest 
Sanitation that was approved Monday 
by the Westland City Council. 

The four-year extension will bring 
a price reduction the first year and a 
return to the current rate the second 

year. 
"The four-year extension will bring 

all of the trash contracts in line (to 
expire) for four years from now — the 
trash hauling, recycling (collection) by 
Republic and Great Lakes Recycling 
(which processes the recycled materi
als)," Mayor William Wild said. "We 
probably will get the best price, if we 
bundle the services." 

Beginning Sept. 1 , the city will pay 

$6.59 per residential address where 
trash and compost is collected — that's 
5 cents Jess than the current rate. The 
following year, the rate would return to 
the $6.6*4 rate, with the last two years 
of the agreement calling for an increase 
of 3 percent or the Consumer Price 
Index, whichever is less. 

"Many of you would say, well you're 
saving a nickel, but our cost was 
$237,000 cheaper (than competitors) 

on the last bid," Midwest Sanitation 
President Paul Ruthenberg said. 

City Attorney James Fausone noted 
that the contract extension established 
a new number of units to be serviced 
by Midwest Sanitation — 27,942 , 
households. 

"It's based on the recycling program 
and it's a more accurate number,* 

Please see CONTRACT, A2 

George lllingworth of Westland has a casette boo reader and the newer digital version which he is using to listen to a John 
Grisham's "The Last Juror," which he got from the Wayne County Regional Library for the Blind and Physically Handicapped. 

Talking it up 
R e g i o n a l l i b r a r y m e e t s n e e d s o f b l i n d , p h y s i c a l l y h a n d i c a p p e d 

BY SUE MASON 
, OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Even though she's an avid reader, 
Rose Messini doesn't read a single 
book. The Canton resident listens 
to them, thanks to the Wayne 
County Regional Library for the 
Blind. 

She's among the 3,832 blind and 
physically challenged patrons who 
utilize the library's collection of 
5,410 large-print books, 500 videos 
and 70,000 talking books. 

"I've been so blessed, I love it," 
Messini said. "They've done so 
much for me. I read all the time." 

Housed in a former credit 
union building on eastbound 
Michigan Avenue east of Merriman 
in Westland, the library's staff 

respond to more than 85,000 
requests for talking books, 1,600 
large-print books and 1,400 
descriptive videos annually. 

"This is one of the original 
regional libraries designated by the 
Library of Congress," said Vanessa 
Morris, the library director. "It's 
for the blind and disabled who live 
anywhere in Wayne County, they 
can use the service. All it takes is 
to get the form filled out and certi
fied." 

The shelves by and large are filled 
with green containers of talking 
books that can be played on a four-
track cassette, but the shift is now 
to smaller, lighter and more durable 
digital players capable of holding a 
complete book and eliminating the 
need to turn over a cassette in the 

middle of a story. 
According to Morris, the digital 

players are more portable, user-
friendly and offer audio instruc
tions at the touch of a button. The 
library has been receiving about 40 
units per month and sending them 
to patrons who request them. 

Priscilla Detsiger of Livonia lis
tens to about four books a month 
on both the old player and the digi
tal version. Suffering from macular 
degeneration, the library has been 
"a lifesaver," since she can no longer 
read because her vision loss is in 
the center of her eyes. 

"It's great, it tells you when the 
battery is low and you have to plug 
it in," she said of the digital player. 

Please see LIBRARY, A3 

Driver charged 
with murder in 
fatal 1-275 crash 

BY BRAD KA0RICH 
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A 28-year-old Farmington man faces a pos
sible life sentence after being charged with 
second-degree murder, among other things, 
in the fatal crash that claimed the life of a 25-
year-old Westland woman Sunday. 

In addition 
to the second-
degree murder 
charge, Robert 
Bojaj was 
charged in 35th 
District Court 

"with man
slaughter with 
a motor vehicle, 
operating under 
the influence of 
liquor causing 
death and driv
ing with a sus
pended license 
causing death, 
all 15-year felo
nies. The sec
ond-degree mur- M i c h j g a n state Trooper Rocco 
der charge carries D a v e r s a takes notes at the 
a sentence of up arraignment of Robert Bojaj, the 
to life in prison, if Farmington man charged in the 
convicted. fatal accident that claimed the 

Bojaj was life of 25-year-old Shelby Gunn 
arraigned in a ofWestland. 
video arraign
ment before 35th 
District Court Judge Michael Gerou Monday. 
He was held on a $50,000 (10 percent) bond, 
placed on house arrest, and ordered to wear 
an electronic tether. He faces an Aug. 27 pre
liminary hearing, also in 35th District Court 
in Plymouth. 

Bojaj is charged with killing 25-year-old 
Shelby Gunn ofWestland in an accident on 
northbound 1-275 near Koppernick in Canton 
Township around 1:40 p.m. Sunday. Michigan 
State Police said they have a witness who 
reported a vehicle passed him at a high rate of 
speed before the accident. A blood-alcohol test 
was administered to Bojaj. 
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Fausone appointed new city attorney 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Officially appointed as Westiand's new city-
attorney Monday, James Fausone is already 
well-known to city officials. 

Fausone has served as the city's deputy city 
attorney under the late long-time city attorney 
Angelo Piakas and also as the lead attorney 
for Westland on getting the contamination 
cleaned up at the closed Central City Park. 

"I appreciate council moving forward on this. 
Jim has a great team and we look forward to 
working with them," Mayor William Wild said. 
"Jim Fausone brings a great depth of knowl
edge of not only law, but also our city, to our 

team. His past experience has 
been exemplary and he will be 
a key asset to the city's man
agement." 

City attorney for 30 years, 
Piakas had appointed Fausone 
as both a special legal coun
sel for environmental mat-

James Fausone t e r s i n 2 0 0 6 a n d e a r l i e r t h i s 

year as deputy city attorney. 
Fausone's firm, Fausone Bohn LLP, located in 
Northville, affiliated with Piakas' law practice 
in September 2009. Piakas died in July after 
battling cancer. 
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