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Christmas is a very busy time

of year for Santa Claus. He has to
get the sleigh ready, make sure
the elves have finished all the toys
and check his list twice to be sure
he hasn't forgotten any good girls
and boys. But in the midst of ail
this chaos, he always makes time
to read letters from children.

That's because Santa knows
kids sometimes change their
minds, and he wants to be sure
he's bringing the right gifts on
Christmas Eve. Youngsters can be
sure Santa knows what they want
by writing a letter to Santa.

Santa Claus has given the
Observer permission to print
some of those letters in our
Thursday, Dec. 23, issue. But to do
that, we need letters. So young-
sters, get out some paper and a
pen or pencil or a computer and
start writing.

Letters should be e-mailed
tosmason@homstowniife.com.
Parents, be sure to include a JPEG
photo of your child, with their
name, age, address and phone
number. Only your child's name
and age will be published.

Letters can also be sent the
old-fashioned way, via postal ser-
vice, to Letters to Santa, c/o Sue
Mason. 615 W.Lafayette, Second
Level, Detroit, Mi 48226.

The deadline for all Santa let-
ters is Monday, Dec. 13. And we
promise, we will send of the letters
on to the North Pole in advance of
Christmas.

Stop by Westiand's Faust
Library at 6 p m Monday for
a meet and greet with Santa
Ciaus. The a free event, hosted
by the library and WLND which
will broadcast it. Children will
have the opportunity to meet
Santa Claus and Westland Mayor
William Wild, tell Santa what they
want for Christmas and enjoy
holiday readings from special
guests. Refreshments will also
be available. The William P. Faust
Public Library is at 6123 Central
City Parkway between Ford and
Hunter.

Tuesday will be a milestone
birthday for Anna Boni-Pellegrini.
Born Dec. 23,1910, the Westiand
resident will celebrate her 100th
birthday with family and friends at
the Village of Westland,

Boni-Peiiegrini, the fifth of
13 children, was bom in Kersey,
Pennsylvania, and raised on a
farm in Rural Valley, Pennsylvania,
by Italian immigrant parents. The
family altered their name to Boni.

In August
1932, she married
Neno Pellegrini
and were mar-
ried for 60 years.
They lived in
the Pittsburgh
area where
Anna became a

licensed beautician and owned
and operated her own hair salon
until 1977, when they retired to
Ocala, Florida. The couple had no
children.

Her husband died in 1992 and
she continued to reside until 2002
when she moved to Michigan to be
near her youngest sister Florence,
her only surviving sibling.

Boni-Peliegrini likes to read and
play the organ. A talented artist
she did oil painting until her eye-
sight declined a few years ago.

Boni-
Peilegrmi

Right call: officia

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Westland officials are standing by a
decision to help residents dry and clean
basements flooded in June.

"It is very easy to say tonight that
June 6 was a rain event or occurrence,
but it was the worst natural disaster
to happen in Westland in pur history,"
Mayor William Wild said. "We had
a flood several years ago, and it was
handled in a very similar way. That was

about 400 homes in one area of the city
— this was all over the city."

Council recently discussed the
$2.2 million billed by Belfor Property
Restoration — a national company with
local headquarters in Birmingham
— for assistance provided to residents
after the flooding. The city auditors are
reviewing how the bill should be paid.

The issue came up last week at the
council meeting, when resident Burke
Rock, a regular at council meetings,
questioned the expenditure and how it

was handled.
Rock commented that he was

appalled by the $2.2 million bill for
Belfor, which the mayor brought in to
help cleaning and drying out residents'
flooded basements. He questioned
where the money to pay the bill would
come from — the water fund, the gen-
eral fund or insurance.

"You (Wild) took it upon yourself to
hire Belfor. You could have kept the
10 employees you threw overboard for
three more years," Rock said. "Will we

taxpayers have to pay for the mayor
refusing to stay within our means? I
have one question. Did you go through
council for their approval before hiring
Belfor?"

Council did not vote on hiring Belfor,
but Council President James Godbout
later said that wasn't necessary since
due to the emergency situation, the city
charter gives the mayor the authority to
take the necessary action.

Please see FLOOBS.AZ

A dedicated group of volunteers will help to produce the annual free Christmas dinner at St. Dunstan this year. They include the Rev. Don LaCuesta
(from left), Judy and Bruce Larry, Donna Spiteri, Sandy McLean and Carol Behr. ,

Church serves Christmas dinner to those with no place to go
BYSUEBUCK

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Judy Larry's grandchildren know
where to find her mid-day Christmas.

Nicknamed Judy "O," the Westland
resident will again be helping to serve
a full dinner in-the St. Dunstan Church
Hall to those who have nowhere else to

go Christmas day.
After serving her own family a

Christmas breakfast at home, her kids
and grandkids agree that if they want
to see more of Grandma Judy, they can
follow her over to the church complex on
Inkster Road, south of Ford in Garden
City, roll up their sleeves and pitch in to
serve the guests.

Larry's eyes well up and she becomes
emotional when talking about what
keeps her going every year to give up her
time for the greater community good. It
is, she said, the vision of the recipients'
grateful faces which causes her to tear up
and the voices of those who call and leave

Please see DINNER, A4

New MJR theater
gets tax breaks
through TURBO

BY LEANNE ROGERS
OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Construction of the new
MJR Westland Grand 16-
scrcen digital movie theater
will be getting a tax break.

The estimated $14.2 million
project, which will demolish
the former Showcase Cinema
and build a new state-of-the-
art theater,, is participating
in Wayne County's TURBO
program.

Acronym standing for .
Transforming Underdeveloped
Residential and Business
Opportunities, TURBO will
provide a 100-percent property
tax exemption the first year —
that's $166,236, with $38,590
waived in Westland city taxes.

For the five subsequent
years, MJR would receive a
50-percent rebate on of prop-
erty taxes on improvement
expenses. Westland Assessor
James Elrod, using a $10 mil-
lion figure for the building,
estimated that rebate would be
$140,000 annually, for a total
savings of $700,000. The city
taxes would total $162,500
over five years or $32,500
annually.

"Ultimately, this project
will bring the city a lot more
money. It's a service that is
desperately needed in the city,"
Elrod said.

City officials are thrilled

Please see THEATER, A 4

Two men arrested in connection with death of missing Westland teen
BY SUE MASON

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER

Westland Police were working
Friday with the Wayne
County Prosecutor's
office to complete an
investigation into what
now appears to be the
death of a 16-year-old
Westland teen report-
ed missing by her
mother in August.

Two men — a
19-year-old from
Westland and a 22-year-old from
Taylor — have confessed to killing
Carlee Jade Morse on Aug. 19, the same
day she turned up missing from her

Cariee Morse

family's Westland apartment, accord-
ing to Westland Police Chief Alan
Ramsden.

"We believe she was probably killed
that day and likely within an hour of
her going missing," Ramsden said. "We
have yet to locate her remains and are
actively working on that."

Acting on information they received
from an acquaintance of one of the
men, detectives from the Westland
Police Department along with officers
from the Taylor Police Department
and the Canton Township Police
Department made the two arrests.

According to the teen's mother, her
daughter never returned after she
gave her permission to go outside
around midnight Aug. 19 to make a

quick phone call. When she didn't
return, her mother reported her
missing to police.

The mother didn't believe her daugh-
ter was a runaway since she had gone
outside without shoes, money or a
change of clothes. Thousands of fli-
ers were circulated in hopes of getting
information about the teen's where-
abouts.

A prayer vigil also was held in
Garden City less than a month ago to
draw attention to the search.

Ramsden said the department
received reports that she was in the
Canton or Garden City, but none of
them panned out. At the time, police
officers had no evidence suggesting
foul play.

"Officers checked out a number of
leads from who had said they had seen
her or where she might be, but none
ever came to fruition," Ramsden said.
"We heavily doubt they saw her."

Information about the whereabouts
of the victim's remains is being with-
held while police continue to investi-
gate active leads.

As of Friday afternoon, there was no
indication what the suspects might be
charged with and when they might be
arraigned.

"The prosecutor has been working
with officers all Friday morning on
this, this is nowhere near complete,"
Ramsden added.
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