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IN BRIEF 
City mm mm 

The City of Westland 
has been awarded the 
Honorable Mention City 
Livability Award by Waste 
Management Inc. and the 
U.S. Conference of Mayors. 
The 2010 City Livability 
Awards Program recognized 
the City of Westland for its 
outstanding leadership in 
support of urban livability 
with its Play Planet play 
structure and H20 Zone 
spray ground. 

The 20 award-winning 
cities were determined by 
an independent panel of 
judges-selected by the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors. The • 
Conference of Mayors City 
Livability Program honors 
mayors and their city gov­
ernments for developing 
programs that enhance 
the quality of life in urban 
areas. 

Established in 1979, 
the City Livability Awards 
are given annually to 10 
mayors and their cities, a 
first-place award and four 
Outstanding Achievement 
Awards for cities under 
100,000 in population, 
and a first-place and four 
Outstanding Achievement 
Awards for cities of 100,000 
or more inhabitants. 

"The City Livability 
Award is one of the most 
prestigious and com­
petitive awards by the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors," 
said Mayor William Wild. "It 
is an honor that our city 
has been chosen amongst 
hundreds of other city, 
programs that were con­
sidered. Moreover, this 
distinction would not have 
been possible without the 
support, of our talented 
staff, generous volunteers 
and wonderful residents." 
' The 2010 finalists for 

cities under 100,000 in 
population listed alpha­
betically by city include 
Aguadilla, Puerto Rico, 
Albany, N.Y., Burns.ville, 
Minn., Carmel, Ind., Coral 
Gables, Fla., Gastonia, NX., 
Lauderhill, Fla., Maiden, 
Mass, Norwalk, Conn., 
Racine, Wis., Reading, Pa., 
Schaumburg, III., Sugar 
Land, Texas, West Palm 
Beach, Fla., and Westland. 

Start the new year off 
with a new fitness class. 
Just pick the time and style 
that fits. All of the classes 
are held at the Bailey. 
Recreation Center, 36651 
ford, in the civic center 
complex. These classes are 
all drop-in and pay at the 
door. No preregistration is 
required. 

The classes include fit­
ness conditioning boot 
camp 5-6 p.m. Tuesday 
and Thursday, cardio-kick-
boxing/aerobics 6-7 p.m. 
Tuesdays and Thursdays, 
MMA kickboxing 7-8 p.m. 
Tuesday and/or Thursday 
and Brazilian Jiujitsu 8-
9 p.m. Tuesdays and/or 
Thursdays. 

The cost is $5 per person 
per one-hour class. For 
more information, call Cody 
at (734) 686-9882. 

BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Ruby Beneteau remembers 
what it was like growing up in 
Detroit. Her father was an alco­
holic and the family home lacked 
amenities. There was no hot 
water, so she took sponge baths. 
A pot belly stove provided heat, 
but not enough to keep icicles 
from forming inside. 

And even shoes were limited. 
"When you come from a life 

where you get one pair of shoes a 
year you can relate to people who 
are struggling," said Beneteau. 
"I see families come in with kids 
who literally share their coats and 
shoes and have no socks. I see it 
and it reminds me of my life." 

The founder of Lighthouse 
Home Missions, Beneteau has 
been serving the needs of the 
homeless for 27 years, first at 
her small ranch-style home in 
Westland as the House of Refuge 
and now in facilities provided 
by the Full Gospel Temple on 

LlfiWriNSEHMEMiSSiM 
Where: At the Full Gospel Temple, 
34033 Palmer, east of Wayne Road, 
Westland 
Details: LHM has a food pantry 
and clothing bank. It operates a 
soup kitchen open 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Monday-Friday and a warming 
center for the homeless 7 p.m. to 
8 a.m. seven days a week. Staff is 
also available to help with refer­
rals 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesdays and 
Thursdays. 
Donations: The mission is in need 
of donations of socks, especially 

Palmer in Westland. 
LHM operates a food pantry 

and clothing bank, a soup kitchen 
that provides hot lunches 11 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. Monday through Friday 
and a warming shelter for the 
homeless open 7 p.m. t6 8 a.m. 
in January, February and March. 
The mission also works with the 

white tube socks that fit both men 
and women and all sizes of feet; any 
warm clothing in sizes medium to 
extra-large, including thermal under­
wear; men's clothing, especially blue 
jeans; sweat shirts and pants for 
men and women, which can be used 
for sleepwear at night and worn 
under clothing during the day; warm 
hats, gloves and boots and pillows 
with plastic sanitary covers. -
Contact: For more information, call 
Lighthouse Home Mission at-(734) 
326-3885. 

people who come through the 
doors, finding them the resources 
to get back on their feet and back 
into society. 

HELPING PEOPLE 
According to Beneteau, LHM 

Please see CENTER, A2 

Police seek suspects who took firefighter's debit card 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

While firefighters from many 
area departments converged in 
Wayne after the explosion of the 
William C. Franks furniture store 
Dec. 29, someone stole a wallet 
belonging to a Dearborn firefighter. 

Westland police are looking for 
information on two suspects photo­
graphed using the firefighter's sto­
len debit card to take $1,560 from 
his credit union account. . 

The firefighter told Wayne 
police that he had parked his truck 
in the parking lot at Northside 
Hardware about 11 a.m. Dec. 29. 
The firefighter reported leaving his 
wallet and other personal items in 
the rear of the truck which wasn't 
locked. 

Later in the day, the firefighter 
discovered his wallet missing and 
made a report with Wayne police. 
At the end of his shift, the fire-
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Security cameras photographed the two suspects sought in connection with the theft 
and use of a Dearborn firefighter's debit card. 

fighter said he was contacted by his 
credit union about numerous with­
drawals made on his account that 
appeared suspicious. 

The firefighter told police that 
he had a small piece of paper in 
his wallet on which the PIN for his 
ATM card had been written. 

About 2:45 p.m. on Dec. 29, there 
were three withdrawals totaling 
$460 reported at an ATM inside the 

Exxon gas station at 1810 S. Wayne 
Road. 

The card was used six times just 
after 1 a.m. Dec. 30 at an ATM at 
the Marathon gas station at 2646 S. 
Wayne Road to withdraw $1,100. 

Anj one with information 
about the suspects is asked to call 
Westland police at (734) 722-9600. 
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BY LEANNE ROGERS 

. OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Looking back at 2010, Westland Mayor 
William Wild is pleased with progress in the 
city. 

"I know a lot of our residents are still hurt­
ing and looking for jobs but from the city's 
standpoint, we had a pretty good year," said 
Wild. "Overall, I really think we had a good 
2010." 

First on Wild's list of accomplishments was 
completion of a two-year balanced budget 
— only one year at a time is adopted by the 
council. 

"The two-year budget is what I'm most 
proud of. We had projected $3.5 million and 
$12 million deficits (in 2011 and 2012)," said 
Wild. 

Another high point was getting reme­
diation and restoration work under way 
at Central City Park. Wild's first action as 
mayor in January 2006 was to close the park 
due to lead contamination. 

"One of the things we said early in the year 
was that we wanted shovels in the ground by 
fall. They (the contractors) have done a great 
job in the short time that they've had," he 
said. 

Once the remediation and restoration 
plan was approved, ownership of the park 

Please see WILD, A2 

Westland officials 
remember victims 
of store explosion 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Two Westland residents, employees killed 
last week in the explosion that destroyed a 
Wayne furniture store, were remembered 
with a moment of silence at the Westland 
City Council meeting Monday. 

Westland Council President James 
Godbout asked for the moment of silence in 
honor of William C. Franks Furniture sales­
man James Zell, 64, and secretary Leslie 
Machniak, 54, who both died from multiple 
trauma after the store exploded. 

Funeral services were held for Zell 
Monday. Private services were held for 
Machniak on Wednesday. Store owner Paul 
Franks, who was at the rear of the store when 
the explosion happened, is inserious condi­
tion at the University of Michigan Hospital 
burn center. 

Mayor William Wild and council members 
offered condolences to the families of Zell 
and Machniak. 

"1 would ask everyone in Westland to keep 
them in their thoughts," said Wild. 

City officials also praised the response of 
Westland firefighters and police who were 
the first lo assist Wajne firefighters and 
police at the scene. 

Wayne Mayor Al Haidous and City 
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