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Residents have until Jan. 
17 to drop off their Christmas 
trees at the Westland Recycling 
Center located at the rear of the 
Department of Public Service 
building at 37137 Marquette to 
have them chipped and recycled. 

Trees' can be dropped off dur
ing regular operating hours - 9 
am. to 5 p.m. Monday-Saturday. 
Trees should be free of lighting, 
tinsel and decorations. All trees 
received will be chipped and 
recycled for use at the city's 
Community Garden and other' 
locations. 

Christmas trees also will be 
picked up curbside, how ever, 
they will not be recycled. For 
more information, call (f 34) 
728-1770. 
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The Norwayne Citizens will . 
ho!dameetingat5p.m Monday 
at the Dorsey Center. Anyone 
community minded and interest
ed in getting involved is invited 
to attend. 

The agenda includes an 
update on the community 
garden, conversation with the 
Westland Police Department 
about a community watch 
program, meeting staff from 
Wayne Metropolitan Community 
Action Agency and an update on 
the historical designaticn and 
Norwayne clean up project 

For more information, call 
Hank Johnson at (734) 444-
8344. 

Sp:§s!:(aep$ 
Super Bowl Sunday is nearly 

a month away, but it's not too 
soon to begin planning party 
menus. 

What will you serve for the big 
game on Sunday, Feb. 6; Do you 
a have favorite recipe for appe
tizers, snacks or an entree that's 
perfect for hungry fans? 

We're compiling Super Bowl 
recipes for an upcoming issue 
and we don't want to miss out 
on yours. Send recipe, your 
name, city of residence and a 
telephone number or e-mail 
to Sharon Dargay at sdargay® 
hometownlife.com. 

Got a photo from last year's 
Super Bowl party that you orga
nized or attended? Send it along, 
too, in jpgformat attach sd to 
the e-mail. Identify individuals in 
the image by first and last name, 
as well as city of residence. 

If mailing, send to Dargay at 
the Observer Newspapet s, 615 
W.Lafayette, level 2, Detroit, Ml 
48226. But hurry, deadline for 
submissions is Jan. 23. 

If Cupid's arrow hit the mark, 
we'd like to hear about it 

Tell us in 200 words or less 
your favorite or most memo
rable love story and we'll share 
it with readers in an upcoming 
issue. Include a photo of your
self. 

You'll also be in the running 
to win dinner for two or movie 
tickets. 

The deadline for submissions 
is Feb. 1. Include your name, city 
of residence, telephone number 
and e-mail address and send 
to Sharon Dargay at sdargayt 
hometownlife.com. Make sure 
the photo is attached as a jpg. 
Or mail submissions to Dargay at 
The Observer, 615 W. Lafayette, 
level 2, Detroit, Ml 48226. 
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Pitsenbarger 

BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

There will be a new face on 
the Wayne-Westland school 
board come July 1 with the 
announcement that Martha 
Pitsenbarger will not seek re
election to a fifth four-year 
term. 

"This is it," said Pitsenbarger, 
the most senior member of the 
board. "I knew that four years 
ago. Sixteen years is enough." 

Pitsenbarger's seat as well 
as the one held by board 
President Skip Monit will be 
filled in the Tuesday, May 3, 
school election. Monit, who is 

completing his 12th year on the 
board, plans to seek a fourth 
term. 

"I feel my work isn't done, 
I still have things to do and I 
believe I have valuable experi
ence I can give to this district," 
said Monit, a Wayne resident. 
"I originally hadn't planned 
to run again, but as I went 
through the process and things 
progressed, I could see what 
was coming down the road 
and decided to serve one more 
term." 

Monit described his first two 
terms on the board iitS Si cake 

Please see BOARD, A4 

W W TO FILE ' . 
Two four-year terms, commencing July 1, 
2011, and expiring June 30,2015, will be filled 
on the Wayne-Westland Board of Education 
in the May 3 election. 
The district has more than 12,000 students 
and takes in the city of Wayne and portions 
of Westland, Inkster, Canton, Dearborn 
Heights and Romulus. 
District residents interested in serving on 
the school board have until 4 p.m. Tuesday, .. 
Feb. 8, to file. They have two ways to do that: 
* Submit nominating petitions contain
ing a minimum of 40 up to a maximum of 
100 signatures of registered voters in the 

school district. 
• Pay a $100 fee in lieu of petitions and file 
an Affidavit of Identity. 
Residents can pick up the necessary 
paperwork between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. 
Monday through Friday at the clerk's office 
in Westland City Hall, 36601 Ford, west of 
Wayne Road, or 10 a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Monday 
through Thursday at the clerk's office in 
Wayne City Hall, 3355 S. Wayne Road, north 
of Michigan Avenue. 
For more information, call the Westland 
clerk's office at (734) 467-3185 or the Wayne 
clerk's office at (734) 722-2204. 

Help in hard times leads to store with a mission 
BY SUE BUCK 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

A former Westland resident 
plans to help the needy and 
.abased with a portion cf the 
proceeds from a second-hand 
store that she plans to open 
soon in the city. 

Right now, Joanie Givens 
of Garden City is planning a 
special fund-raiser from 4-10 
p.m. Saturday, Feb. 12, at the 
Wayne Recreation Center, 
4635 Howe, at the corner of 
Annapolis. 

The proceeds from the 
Helping Hands fund-raiser 
will go toward filing nonprof
it 501(c)3 paperwork to enable 
her to open the new outlet 
store called See Me Now 
Resale, which she expects will 
benefit the surrounding com
munities. 

She is also asking for vol
unteers and donations to help 
make the fund-raiser a suc
cess and has contacted Taylor 
attorney Kurt Haskell to han
dle the legal requirements for 
the becoming a nonprofit. 

Givens tears up when 
she talks about the project 
because she was abused in her 
first marriage and now wants 
to help others. 

"I've had a hard life," said 
Givens, a former resident of 
Westland's Norwayne area. 
"I have been through a lot. It 
would be easy for me to be 
negative but I wanted to use 
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Joanie Givens, who wants to open up a non-profit second hand store in Westland, poses with her family. In 
the front is Salina Givens-Hillard, Joanie Givens, Aliana Givens and Brandon Givens-Hillard. In the back row is 
husband Donald Hillard and Angela Ridley. 

the pain I've had and learn to ring to focus on what she now will be donated to a variety 
help the community." wants to do for others. of causes, including domestic 

She declined to talk about Givens expects that 1 per- : ! 
her personal details, prefer- cent of the store proceeds Please see STOW, A4 

Library offers 
new website 
for job seekers 

BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

With Michigan continuing 
to be one of the states hardest 
hit by the economic recession, 
Westland's William P. Faust 
Public Library has offered 
tutoring on resumes and using 
computers to find jobs. 

Now through the Michigan 
eLibrary, library users have 
access to Job & Career 
Accelerator™, a new web 
resource for Michigan 
job seekers, which joins 
LearningExpress Library, a 
test and tutorial resource, 
already available through MeL, 
the Michigan electronic library. 

"The great thing about 
this is if people want to, they 
can go to the library, but the 
state offers it," interim library 
Director Marilyn Kwik said. 
"If they don't want to go to the 
library for some reason or their 
works hours make it difficult, 
they can go through the state. 
Instead of using their library 
card number, they would use 
their driver's license number." 

Without Internet access or a 
method to respond electroni
cally to job advertisements in 

Please see LIBRARY, A2 

LeBlanc: Law's changes make teens better drivers 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

After Richard LeBlanc was interviewed on 
radio about the law he had aimed at reducing 
distractions for teens just beginning to drive, 
he received some mail. 

"Several teens — not from Westland — had 
written me letters and none of them had 
been supportive of the bill," said LeBlanc, a 
Westland Democrat. "It's such a brief amount 
of time to define their independent driving 
skills." 

Under Michigan's Graduated Driver 
Licensing, a Level 2 License is the intermediate 
license between a supervised learner's license, 
and an unrestricted license. 

At Level 2, unsupervised nighttime driv
ing was restricted. Now the law also limits 
the Level"2 driver to one nonfamily passenger 
under age 21. 

Michigan teens average 16.5 years old when 
they enter the level and can move to GDL 3 as 
early as age 17-

"Yesterday, a 15-year-old had to drive with 
adult supervision. The next day at 16, they don't 
need supervision," said LeBlanc. "This allows 
a brief period — six months — when they can 
have one friend in the car. They can have as 
many family members as they want. It makes 
them a better driver." 

Austin Smarsh has a concern about the 
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