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Tickets are currently 
on sale for the Women of 
Westland's seventh annual 
ATHENA Chocolate Fantasy 
Ball which will be held 6-10 
p.m. Saturday, March 5, at 
Joy Manor, 28999 Joy, east of 
Middlebelt, in Westiand. 

Nominated this year are 
Judy Ellis, director of First 
Step; Barbara Schimmel 
Marcum, director of 
Westland's Department of 
Senior Resources; Phyllis 
Edwards, the CEO of Bridging 
Communities; Jenny Johnson, 
public relations .liaison for the 
Wayne-Westland Community 
Schools; Maria Mftter of the 
21st Century Community 
Learning Centers Programs; 
and Thekta Szlinis, an admin­
istrative assistant at the L.J. 
Griffin Funeral Home. 

Tickets are $20 each and 
include cocktails, appetizers, 
dancing and a silent auction. 
Space is limited, only 250 
tickets will be sold. They're 
available at Mary Denning 
Cake Shoppe, 8036 N. Wayne 
Road, Westiand, or by calling 
(734) 261-3680. They also can 

•be ordered by e-mail from 
Meghan Giersdorf at mgiers-
dorftmpgenterprises.com o r . 
by calling (248) 255-8241. 

The ball also serves as a 
fundraiser for WOW's commu­
nity service projects, includ­
ing the Barbara Douglas 
Scholarship Program. 
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The Livonia school board is 

accepting applications to fill 
the vacancy created by the 
resignation of Trustee Dan 
Lessard, who is moving out of 
the school district. 

Applications are available 
on the district's website 
(www.Iivoniapublicschoots. 
org) or at the board office, 
15125 Farmington Road, 
Livonia. They can be dropped 
off at the board office 
(Attention: Jill Wozniak) 
through noon Monday, Feb. 21. 
Office hours are 7:30 a.m. to 
4:30 p.m. 

Interviews will be conduct­
ed the evening of Feb. 23 and 
Feb. 28, if necessary. 

Whoever is appointed to 
replace Lessard will serve 
until after the November 
election results are certified. 

• The remainder of Lessard's 
term, which expires in 2013, 
would be filled by whoever 
wins the November election. 

Qualified applicants must 
be 18-years or older, a resi­
dent of Michigan for at least 
30 days, a registered voter, a 
resident of the Livonia Public 
Schools school district which 
includes the north end of 
Westiand and a U.S. citizen. 

For more information, call 
Wozniak at (734) 744-2510. 
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A bowling fund-raiser for 

Westiand Special Olympics 
will be held 1-5 p.m. Sunday, 
Feb. 20, at Wayne Bowl, 
36900 Michigan Ave., 
east of Newburgh, Wayne. 
Registration is noon to 1 p.m. 

The cost is $10 per person 
or $3 for Special Olympics 
athletes including three 
games of no tap, none equals 
strike bowling. There will be 
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erty value declines slow in Westiand 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

It's a sign of the economic times 
when a 9 percent average decrease in 
Westland's residential property assess­
ments is seen as a move in a positive 
direction. 

"We had a 16 percent decrease last 
year, so we've gone from a double 
digit decrease. It has slowed down but 
we're not out of the woods yet," said 
Westiand Assessor James Elrod. "This 
is an average. Some neighborhoods will 

see some increases in value, some will 
see decreases." 

Westland's assessment decrease falls 
about mid-range among Wayne County 
communities and slightly above the 
8.7 percent average decrease county-
wide. Some neighboring communities 
saw larger decreases like a 15.7 percent 
decrease in Garden City, 15.9 percent 
in Wayne and 11.4 percent in Dearborn 
Heights. 

Other communities had smaller 
drops in property values —1.9 percent 
in Canton, 4.4 percent in Inkster and 

6.1 percentrin Livonia. 
"Some communities in other areas 

have not seen the decreases but south­
east Michigan is so auto-driven. You've 
got communities (in other areas) that 
have not had a big foreclosure prob­
lem,'' said Elrod. "We've got so many 
starter homes — 1,000-square-foot 
ranches. They got a lot of people in 
there who couldn't afford them, they 
lost their jobs and were foreclosed." 

Part of the reason the decline of 
Westiand property values has slowed 
compared to some other communities 

A rof al enppient 
Dad Dion Angelosanto heirs' put a tiara on his princess, daughter Isabell, at one of two Fairy Princess Balls held Saturday at the Bailey 
Recreation Center. For the fairy-tale story and more photos, see Page A7. 

Mayor: Water pact a 'good compromise' 
BY LEANNE ROGERS 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER • 

An agreement to give suburban 
comnlunities greater say in operation 
of the Detroit Water and Sewerage 
Department is viewed as a move 
in the right direction by Westiand 
Mayor William Wild. 

"Obviously, it's positive to settle it, 
I can definitely see both sides of the 
issue," he said. 

The agreement to let Wayne, 
Oakland and Macomb counties 
select their own representatives to 
the DWSD board, with appointment 
by Detroit Mayor Dave Bing, is part 

of a settlement in a lawsuit filed by 
Oakland County in federal district 
court. 

Detroit would main ownership, 
control and management of the 
DWSD and appoint four board mem­
bers. Part of the agreement requires 
a super-majority of five votes to 
approve rate increases and other 
financial issues. 

"I spoke with Mayor Bing in 
Washington, D.C. (at the U.S. 
Conference of Mayors). He doesn't 
dispute the problems," said Wild. 
"He's aware of the issues. This is a 
good compromise." 

While water rates haven't been 

approved yet, Westiand is slated to 
see a 9 percent increase from DWSD 
plus an increase in fixed costs from 
$5 to $14.45 per bill and a 15 per­
cent sewer rate increase from Wayne 

• C o u n t y . .•••:<;• -.. • •;•;•. 

On Monday, the Westiand coun­
cil will consider a 14 percent rate 
increase aimed at passing along the 
increase, paying a $2.2 million flood­
ing cleanup bill and bringing the 
strapped local water-sewer fund into 
the black. 

Three-quarters of the DWSD 
customers live in the suburbans 

Please see WATER, hi 

is the range of housing stock available 
in the city, Elrod said. 

"In the early years, Westiand con­
centrated on starter type homes. Later, 
they found the $200,000 to $350,000 
homes would sell," said Elrod. 

Noting that before real estate mar­
ket crashed there are homes selling 
for $50,000 to $400,000 in the city, 
Westiand Mayor William Wild agreed. 
: "Some communities have all their 
housing at one level," said Wild. "I 

Please see PROPERTY, A2 

Monit weighs 
write-in option 
in W-W school 
board election 

BY SUE MASON 

OBSERVER STAFF WRITER 

Wayne-Westland school board 
President Skip Monit is continuing to 
explore his options after being disquali­
fied as a candidate in the May school 
election. 

Pointing out that the "upcoming elec­
tion is extremely impor-
t ant to the future of the 
district," Monit said he 
was disappointed that 
he "may not be there to 
help." 

"I have looked into my 
options legally to chal­
lenge this decision and 
have determined that 
taking this matter to 
court will quite probably have a very low 
level of success," said Monit at Monday's 
school board meeting. "My last and only 
possibility is to run a write-in cam­
paign. I am encouraged by the number 
of people who have urged me to run on 
this basis, but before I can finalize that 
decision, I have to explore the realities it 
will take to compete without my name 
on the ballot." 

Monit was disqualified after submit­
ting nominating petition containing too 
few signatures of registered voters in 
the district. State law requires a mini­
mum of 40 signatures in school districts 
with populations of 10,000 or more. 

Monit said he was a given the "incor­
rect number" by the Wayne city clerk's 
office. 

"I should have known the number 
needed," he said. "Since my last cam­
paign was four years ago, I admit that I 

Monit 
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W-W alternative ed director sees job as his 'reward' 
A lead teacher/building 

administrators with the 
Hillsdale Community Schools 
has been appointed direc­
tor of WayneTWestland's ,,'•'. 
Alternative Education 
Program. 

The Wayne-Westland 
school board meeting 
Monday evening approved the 
appointment of Christopher 
Adams. 

The position had been 
vacant and filled by a substi­
tute administrator for several 
months before Adams took 
over. He has been working 

at the Tinkham Alternative 
Education Center since last 
week. ' . 

"I've already got my 
reward," said Allen of the 
appointment. "These are kids 
I enjoy working with and I say 
that from the bottom of my 
heart, not the top of my head." 

A resident of Allen, Mich., 
Adams also has worked as a 
recreation director for the city 
of Hillsdale, as a teacher and 
counselor at the Montcalm 
School for Boys, as a science 
teacher with the Northwest 
Community Schools. 

Adams has an associate 
of arts degree from Kellogg 
Community College, a bach­
elor of arts degree in social 
studies and biology from 
Spring Arbor College and a 
master of arts degree in K-12 
educational leadership from 
Western Michigan University. 

"My congratulations to Mr. 
Adams," said school board 
Trustee Carol Middel. "He's 
jumped right in and gotten 
to know the staff and the 
students. It's a great program 
and it's amazing what they 
accomplish there." 
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