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‘H YPE. time

The Westland Parks

" and Recreation Depart- ,

- ment is offering chil-
. dren ages 6-14 some
“ H.Y.P.E. during their
. midwinter break.
The department is
- partnering with the
H.Y.PE. (Helping Youth

Progress-and Excel) Ath-

. letics Community to of-
fer four-day basketball
clinic 9:30 a.m. t0 12:30

_p.m. Monday-Thursday,

- Feb.'20-24, at the Bailey

_Recreation Center,
36651 Ford, Westland.

The clinic will focus on,

- athletic improvement,
individual and group
drills, contests, and or- .
ganized games. Coaches
include a former NBA
player and a two-time

- basketball national -
champion. They cost $30
each. Register at the Bai-

". ley Recreation Center.

Call (734) 722-7620 for

more information.

A Wing deal.

How would you like
a suite for 10, includ-
ing beer, pop and food,
and a chance to watch
the Detroit Red Wings
take on the Nashville
Predators at 7:30 p.m.
Friday, March 30.

You could'have it if .
you buy a $10 raffle
ticket being sold by
the Westland Rotary

" members to benefit the
organization's schalar-
ship fund and other
charities. Tickets are
available at the West-

- land Chamber of Com-
. merce Office, 36900. -
Ford Road, or from any
Rotary member. The

" drawing to be held at
1 p.m. Thursday, March

22, at Joy Manor, 28999

. Joy Road, Westland.
For more informa-

tion, call Mary McGaw

at (734) 748-8515.

Leap year
“babies

" With Feb, 29 fast
approaching, we are
looking for Leap Year
babies!

How do you cel-

_ ebrate? When do you .
celebrate? Has life been
any different because
you're a Leap Year baby?
These are the things
we'd like to know.

If you're a Feb. 29.
baby, or had a Feb.29 .
baby, or even know of

- aleap Year baby, and

are willing to share your

story, please e-mail your
information (and a pho- -
to!) to Observer editor

Sue Mason at smason@
hometownlife.com.
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Audltor° C|ty hanging i in there

By LeAnne Rogers
Observer Staff Writer

Westland’s municipal
finances got a clean bill
of health from auditors
Plante Moran and city
officials got a pat on the
back for efforts to deal
with declining property
tax and state revenues.

“A few years ago when
the city was doing stra-
tegic planning, you were
looking at a $15 million
deficit at that point, you
made a lot of tough deci-
sions on staffing and try-
ing to maintain service

levels,” said Michaél
Swartz of Plante Moran
during a presentation on

 the 2010-11 fiscal year

audit. “We applaud that.

- There will be more tough

decisions moving for-
ward. You're doing well -
better than other commu-
nities, not as well as oth-
ers. You're kind of hang-
ing in there.” -

The auditors commend-
ed the city for efforts
already made to address
the financial situation,
including updating the

- five-year financial fore-

cast for the general fund,

staff reductions and reor-

_ganizations, early retire-
ment incentives and cost

saving changes in insur-
ance. .

Despite decreased rev-
enues, Westland was able
to increase the gener-

al fund balance by $1.4
million at the end of the
2010-11 fiscal year.

But as city auditors
Plante Moran noted, that
figure can be misleading
by itself. Included in the
fund balance are $750,000
related to the closing of
the workers’ compensa-

.- tion internal service fund,

a one-time item. *

The city also trans-
ferred the majority of
the cable fund activi-
ty into the general fund
which added $694,000 to
the fund balance. With-

" out these transactions,

the auditors noted the
fund balance would have
stayed about the same.

With the additions, the
fund balance totaled $2.2
million at the end of the
fiscal year or 4.2 percent
of the general fund’s bud-
geted expenditures for
the current 2011-12 fis-
cal year.

. “There will be very few .

communities at the (rec-

ommended) 10 percent

fund balance level,” said
Swartz. “Bonding agen-
cies use that as a bench-
mark.” ,
Looking back to the
2009 fiscal year, the audit
showed a steady decline
in funding. Property tax
revenues dropped from
$25.7 million to $22.3 mil-
 lion budgeted for 2012.
Plante Moran noted the
decrease in property tax
revenues has slowed.

Please see A_UDITO_R, Az i

Chamber prepares for 50th anniversary

By Sue Mason
Observer Staff Writer

" Planning the celebra-
tion is the easy part of
celebrating the Westland
Chamber of Commerce’s
S0th anniversary. Putting
together the pieces of the
earlier history is the hard
part for the organizing
committee.

“Our main focus is to
create a celebration for

- the chamber, not a fund-
- raiser,” said Gary Bul- .
son. “We want everyone -

to come out and have fun

and we need sponsors for

what we want to do.” .
Bulson and cham-

ber members Dan Mar- V, o

tin, Rebecca Kelly and -
Mary Vellardita are plan-
ning the 50th Anniversa-
ry for Friday, April 20, at
the Hellenic Cultural Cen-
ter. They have been meet-

"ing since last Novem-

ber and have pored over
photos and ring binders
filled with old chamber
newsletters to put togeth-
er a photo slide show and

Anniversary Committee members Gary Bulson of Men on the Move and Rebecca Kelly
. of Sharon’s Heating and Cooling look over old chamber newsletters dating back to the

1970s. Kelly found a November 1971 newsletter that announced that monthly luncheon
was cancelled until January due to hunting season, Thanksgiving and the holldays,
Lunches also were just $360 and included a cash bar. »

decide what toputon pho— thousands of photos,

" to boards that will be set
- around the banquet hall.

“Anything that hap-
pened after 2003 we have

before digital, we don’t

have that much,” sa1d b

Martin.

“And gettmg adateon .

aphoto is-pretty tough,”
added Bulson, who spent
more than two hours
one day pulling 260 pho-
tos to be considered for

the slide show: “We were
justgoingtodoaslide
show and then just photo

« boards, but decided both

have their benefits. The -

- boards would be nice for

people to gather and rem-
inisce.”
The committee also try-
ing to track down for-
mer chamber directors
like Joyce Wheeler, who
played a role in the con-
struction of the cham-
ber office building on
Ford Road in the 1980s,

- and Linda Shapona. They
_ ‘enlisted the aid of Sid

” Shaheen, a lifetime mem-
ber, “to help us contact
the elder statesman of
the chamber,” according
to Bulson. Shaheen also -
is working to get photo-
graphs, he said.

The gala will start with
a cocktail hour at 6 p.m.
followed by a family-style
dinner, featuring chick-

" en cordon bleu and roast |

beef, at 7 p.m. and enter-
tainment by Steve King

Please see CHAMBER, A2

Police seek suspect in theft

of mall Walker s keys, car

By LeAnne Rogers
Observer Staff Writer

A woman walking at
Westland Shopping Cen-
ter had her car stolen* -

Jan. 27 after leaving her -

keys in the pocket of her
coat which had been left
unattended on a bench.
The Westland woman,
56, told police she was
walking at the mall just
before 9:30 a.m. When
she finished walking, she
said she returned to her
coat, left on a bench in

the south side of the mall

near J.C. Penney.
Noticing her coat had
been moved a little, the
woman said she realized
that she had left her keys
in a pocket and the keys

 were now gone. She then .
-found that her car, a gray

2004 Pontiac Vibe, was
missing from the park-

. inglot. .

Along with the vehi-
cle, the woman reported
her purse contained $100

- in cash, credit cards and

identification had been .
left in the car and were
missing. A short time lat-
er, the woman told police
her purse had been recov-
ered in the parking lot -

of the Dollar Tree store
located near the mall.

']LJI__JLJLJL.JM_JL@J[EJ |

fcade2avi_

who stole keys from a coat left unattended by a woman
walking at Westland Shopping Center Jan. 27. The suspect

stole the woman’s car and also her purse which had been .

left inside the car.

The wallet, with cash and
credit cards, were miss-
ing.

On Feb. 1, the woman’s
car was recovered with
heavy front end damage,
damage to the right rear
quarter panel, scratches

- along the right passenger

door and a broken wmd-
shield.

_The keys weren’t in the
car but the woman told
police that an iPod, a set

of headphones, a CD and

‘garage door opener found

in the vehicle didn’t

~ belong to her.

Westland Police have
released a photograph of
the suspect taken from
mall security cameras.
Anyone with information

about the suspect is asked |

to call (734) 722-9600.

Irogers@hometownlife.com *
(313) 222-5428

e
Westland Police are looking for information on the suspect
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By LeAnne Rogers
Observer Staff Writer

What a difference a
year makes. Having .
dropped four notch-
es last year, Westland’s
credit rating has been
upgraded, thanks to
changes made to the
water and sewer fund.

Earlier this week,
Mayor William Wild
announced that Moody’s
Investors Service had
upgraded the city’s bond
rating from Baa2 to Bal
and assigned a positive

- outlook to Westland’s
- water and sewer system
revenue debt. .
“Qur bond rating is
- up. That is not an insig-
nificant achievement,” -
said Council President
James Godbout. “Once
the rating dropped, the
council has been aggres-
sive in working with
the administration and
(auditors) Plante Moran
to improve the rating.
We’ve made tough deci-
" sions. We introduced
new (water and sewer) .
rates tonight.” '
Like an individual’'s

the city’s bond rating
" impacts interest rates
when the city has to bor-

row money for large

- personal credit rating, =

Tough deasmns leads
to bond ratmg upgrade

projects. Part of the
problem had been the
city’s failure to increase
. water and sewer rates
enough to cover annual -
* rate hikes from Detroit
-and Wayne County
along with the city’s_
operational needs.
. “Last year, they
moved us down four lev-
_els. With the work we've
done like the repayment
- to the general fund, they
moved us up a notch,”
said Wild, referring to
general fund money -
which had been subsi-
. dizing an underfunded
water and sewer fund.
In an effort to keep a
better handle on water
and sewer fund rev-
enues, the city began
reviewing the rates
more frequently and has
~ passed on rate increases
including fixed charges
costs. That resulted in
amore than 16 percent
rate hike last year with
a 12.1 percent increase
proposed to be adopted
later this month.
Moody’s improved
* rating is based upon
" the system’s improved
financial outlook, man-
ageable debt ratio and
stable residential cus-

Please see ﬁATIhlG, A2
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| Chamber was ‘busy’ prometingcity in early years
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RAT' N G te Moran’s Westland team
: L , Continued from page A1 for the help in restructur-
By Sue Mason mumty through her hus- Poger recalled that the . . . ing the water and sewer,
Observer Staff Writer band.” chamber had a member- : . . model. '
) : ' . By 1966, the chamber ship of over 400 — “almost  tomer base.In2011and ~ . Moody’s rating upgrade
Tracking down the his- was being operated by " half of the businesses with a goal of improv- takes into account the
' tory of the Westland Ted Kuckelman whohada belonged” —inthe 1980s,  ing its bond rating, the .. . city’s healthy debt ser-
Chamber of Commerce small office in the Dorsey the community was grow-  city took steps to increase  vice coverage with the
has meant findingpeo- = Community Center. Poger 1, | ingandthe Westland Shop- cashreserves, to pay off  city setting aside suffi-
ple who were there in the described Kuckelman as a ping Center was attracting a wastewater bond and cient cash reserves in the
early years. Unfortunate- semi-retired businessman families and businesses to reduce operation and . - 2011 fiscal year to meet
ly, many of the individu- who went around starting . tothecity. Joyce Wheeler =~ maintenance expens- debt payments in 2012,
alswhoplayedarolein ~ chambers. was the executive secre- es through staff attrition  rate increases being made .
its start in 1962 are no lon- “I remember at the - tary and spearheaded the . and cutting other opera- to address the wholesale .
ger alive, individuals like meetings he’d say, ‘Board * plan to building an office tional costs. | - costs from Detroit Water
Ted Kuckelman, Virgiland members, we have an on Ford Road across from “The credit bureaus and Sewerage Depart-
Harriot Gagnon, Saundra  action-packed agenda,” the city’s civic center. look for a good working ° ment, and the city’s low
Weed and Joseph Benyo. Poger said. “His special- Poger, who served on relationship between City 6.3 percent debt ratio.
“One of the first cham- ty was starting chambers. - : " the Board of Directors . Council and the admin- . Moody'’s stated that
‘ber people I recall Once on their way, he’d Among the photog ra phs for three-four years, will istration in addressing .  “future credit reviews
were Virgil and Harri- quietly leave.” the Westland Chamber of admit that his “institution- - the city’s finances,” sa1d will focus on the system’s
ot Gagnon,” said retired Harriot Gagnon suc- Commerce has in its pos- - al knowledge” isn’t per- Wild. ability to retain healthy
Westland Observer editor . ceeded Kuckelmanand = session is thisonedated .=  fect, but he does know one Moody representa- . debt service coverage .
Leonard Poger who start- the office was movedtoan °1969. The note on the back = thing: “The chamber was tives were impressed and ongoing financial
" ed covering Westland just  office building on Warren = states that Harriot Gagnon  helping thecity develop ~ with the developmentof  operations...” The city
10 days beforeitbecame ~ Road thatthecityleased s showing her successful - and promoting business.”  a five-year rate analysis - currently has $2.9 million
a city on May 16,-1966. for use by the 18th District  efforts in getting Westland “It was a very busy com- ° that is reviewed annually  of revenue debt outstand-
“He owned a gas stationat  Court. The city allowed “on the (state) map.” munity, avery busy city - . by the council, the may- ing with a total system
Wayne and Warrenroads - the chamber one small ' - that was growing and a or and key staff to stay debt of $5.3 million.
and probably operated it office and a conference -  vate enterprise,” said very busy school district,”  abreast of economic fac- - .
out of the gas station. Virg'  room. . Poger. “The council dis- " he said. “A lot of things _tors impacting the health Irogers@hometownlife.com
ran thé-chamber as a side “I remember Millie agreed and said the cham-  were happening.” - of the city’s finances. (313) 222-5428
job out of his office proba-  Evans going before the ber was helpmg promote ) ‘ : - o
bly two-three years. Harri-  council to protestthe city  the community ahd bu51- * . smason@hometownlife.com -
ot knew the business com- giving free spacetoapri-  nesses.” - (313) 2226751 : ‘ .
' ' , R ’ » ed to previous projects,
- K - . K : AU D ITOR including approximate-
CH AM BE R for the chamber which Tickets for the galaare " done pretty good.” Continued from page A1 ly $1.7 million owedto the
normally does buffets. $40 per personand $320  “We've held steady,” general fund. That is low-
Contlnued from page A1 “This is one of our big for atable of eight. Tick-  added Bulson. “We drop _ _ , er thanks to a $512,000
) ~ things we need to cel- ets are available at the - 10, but then we gain 10. In the audit management payment to the general
' ' . ebrate,” said Bulson. chamber office, 36900 - We caught a little boost letter, Plante Moran rec- fund from the water and
and the Dittilies8 p.m.to ~ “That’s why we're putting  Ford Road, east of New- = with the buyouts with ommended thatthecity =~ sewer fund. . ) ,
~ midnight. The sit-down it on, that’s why we want burgh. people starting their own . continue to look at ways Additionally, the audi- - '
dinner is somethingnew ‘it to be a fun event.” Sponsorships alsoare . businesses.” to increase revenues and tors noted that the fund’s
’ ‘ ' c ’ ' available with packag- ; The chamber is gomg reduce spending as West- accounts receivable bal-
es ranging from $1,000 back to basics and using land’s taxable value is ance due from custom-
to sponsor the entertain- - committees to help rein- expected to continue to " ers continues to grow.
OB ment to $250 foracock-'  vent events and take the decrease for the next sev-  When the fiscal year end-
NEW s P s E R L _ tail hour sponsor and $100 . pressure off of Cham- eral years and state shared  ed June 30, $9.8 million
. for a supporting sponsor.  ber Executive Director revenues have decreased.  was outstanding for46
Businesses interested in Brookellen Swope. The auditors noted the percent of the operating
C)GANNETT - being sponsors have until “Being a mémber is city’s water and sewer | revenue.
April 6 to sign up. - only have the battle, you fund cash position contin- _
11 : ; 1 Despite the tgug}ﬁ eccl))- neeld 1&) be involved,” i ues to ir‘rjlprogeg)ut ni)ted Irogers@hometownlife.com
i ' ‘ _ nomic times, the chamber said Martin. “Youneedto  outstanding debts relat- ", (313)222-5428
‘ HOW TO REACH uUs has held a steady on its invest, show up at events ' S
Home Delivarv/Customer S - 1 55,9158 g 572797 membership. According and market your busi- :
ome Delivery/Customer Service.......... to Martm, it’s domg bet- ness.” ) bl nd B
NEWSTO0M..ooevorerssisesens (313) 222-2223  FaKewwssesssesssssnns (313) 223-3318 ter than most chambers' - For thketS sponsor- CO RR ECTI O N 3 :
in Michigan. ) ' ships or more information The story in the Observ- in attending his memorial
Classified Advemsmg ----------------------------- 1-800-579-SELL (800-579-7355) “I went to a confer- about the 5S0th Anniversa-  er about the Jan. 24 death  service at 2 p.m. Saturday,
Display Advertising e 4)‘ 582-8363 ence in the fall and a lot ry Gala, call the chamber  of Francesco DiBlasi, Feb. 11, at Laurel Manor,
- o of chambers were talk- office at (734) 326-7222. founder and former con- 39000 Schoolcraft Livo- .
N : . . ing about their member- S ductor of the Livonia Sym- nia, should RSVP to Chris-
_ visit us online at hometownlife.com ship dropping the last two smason@hometownlife.com phony Orchestra, should tine Moore at mchris- .
: . ) years,” he said. “We've (313) 222-6751 have said those interested  tinemoore@yahoo.com
615 West Lafayette, Detroit, MI 48226 . ; ’
s
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-1 Only Have Eyes For You |
-Mio Amore
-I’'ll Be Home
-Golden Teardrops

Chances to Win $100K every Friday & Saturday Night
The Best in Simulcast Wagering 7 Days a Week'
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- The Marquis Theater. 135 E. Main Street
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¢ W - For groups o 10 or more cll Sy for eserved - Northville, Ml 48167
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ruin the entire project.”

Sheds to go: Students market their class work

 Observer Staff Writer

They’re built like a
house, but they’re only
‘sheds, and the construc-
tion trades program at .
Garden City High School
" has several it needs to
sell.

The sheds are being .
built by students in Andy -
Romes’ construction .
trades program, and are °
. priced to sell - $500 for'a
more than 29-square foot E
building with a door and
-window. - -

. “We actually built the
walls like it was a house.
It may be overkill, but
they’re doing what they
would do in the trade,”
said Romes. :

Romes is selling the
sheds for the cost of the
materials. The price ,
includes delivery. The
foundation depends on
what the buyer wants

and however much the .
“materials cost. If the .

buyer wants it set on

the ground, the students

will make sure it is lev-

el. They also will set it on

stone, cement block or a

cement pad.
““T have a student who
donated a trailer and
we’ll roll it out the doors
of the wood shop ona
dolly,” said Romes who
. is hoping one of the buy-
ers will want the shed on
a cement pad which will .

+ give students the expe- with vinyl siding that’s
rience of framing, pour- been donated by Siding
ing and smoothing the World. _
cement. One shed has already

The sheds have a 65- been purchased by the
inch square base. The family of a student and
door is 24 inches wide -  will be wired for elec-
and the widow mea- tricity with lights and
sures 32 inches wide outlets.
and 15 inches high. The .
slanted roof has a 3-12 Class work

Eight of Romes’ 17
classes havebeen
involved in building the
sheds, one of several " -
projects students work
on. His beginning class-

pitch, taking the height
of the shed from 9 feet
in the front to seven
feet in the back. The
sheds have a shmgled
roof and will be covered

Patrick ﬁrney paints the soffit of the hed,hite. They will
be covered in vinyl siding provided by Siding World.

es build a model wall,
then break the walls °
dovn and turn them into
mini Adirondack chairs,
tables, and foot stools,
priced at $15, $10 and $5
each. -

»“Real Adirondacks
have longer seats, I had

. to consider our space so

we had to shrink them
down,” Romes said.
Advanced students
work on the bigger proj-
ects. For the sheds, they

- so far have done every-

thing from the frammg
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We accept most vision care plans.

Westland, 734-458-5588 » Oakland, 248-597-2956°
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Andrew McLean works on the cutout for the shed door’s’

hinges.

and making doors to léy- '

ing shingles and painting
the soffits. ,

. “Everyone has an
assigned job,” said

senior Henry Swann. “If ;
you don't do it, you lose .

points.”

Swann has been in the
program since his fresh-
man year. He took the
class to “learn skills I
can use in life.”

“The hardest thing
is that there’s a lot of
things that go into this

- that you wouldn’t think

of,” Swann said. “We had
to get the roof right and
we had to get the pitch -
right.” There’s a lot of

- angles and measuring,
* you have to be flawless,”

said sophomore Austen
Ritchie. “You make one
thing wrong and you can

Ritchie likes working
with his hands and wants
to pursue construction
trades after he’s out of
high school. .

“I like this better than
school work,” he said.

!

Other projects
The students also are

_learning the trade by -

working on projects
around the school. The
classes are doing a new
storage shed for the =
baseball team and redo-
ing the inside of the con-
cession stand across
from the gymnasium:
They’ve also gotten
requests from teachers. ' -
Several students also
are working on projects

. for themselves or their

families. One students
is making planter box-
es attached to a bench
for his mother, another

" is working on a Plexiglas

guitar body for himself.

. “There’s only so much
work that can be done
on the sheds, so we've
taken on other jobs,”
said Romes. “They get
to learn a lot of differ-
ent things. They learn to

- problem solve. I stress

alot of JOb skills in the
classes.”

Romes is hoping to
get more time for the
class next year, allow-
ing him get the students
off campus to work on
jobs. He also looking at
doing more around the

" high school like possibly
- replacing a sidewalk by

the tennis courts.
People interested in
buying a shed can con-
tact Romes at (734) 762-
8350 or by e-mail at

. romesa@gcity.k12.mi.us. o

“They’re more stur-
dy that what you'd get
at Home Depot,” Romes
said. .

" smason@hometownlife.com
{313) 222-6751

e

Join us for dinner
‘as our experts
discuss keeping

" your heart healthy!

The Village of Redford invites you
to attend a discussion about keeping
our hearts healthy lead by Garden
City Hospital Cardiologist Nizam
Habhab, DO, FACC, FACOI. Learn
simple exercise techniques that can
be easily done at home or in the office
from an exercise physiologist. Enjoy
a Heart Healthy cooking demonstra-
tion by our Chef and our Nutritionist
will be available to answer questions.
A Heart Healthy dinner will be served.

The Village of

Redford

A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY

- @& AMission of Presbyterian Villsges of Michigan

For more information
call 313.531.6874
TTY# 800.649.3777

- www.pvm.org

Enjoy the finest senior
~ living in Redford!
Village of Redford is located on Six Mile
Road jus'_t east of Beech Daly in Redford
25330 West Six Mile Road
Redford, Michigan 48240

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH
1\ GARDEN CrTY

\ %;{ HosprraL
&2

A
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http://hometownlife.com
http://smasonShometownlife.com
http://www.pvm.org




