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H.Y.RE. time 
The Westland Parks 

and Recreation Depart- , 
ment is offering chil­
dren ages 6-14 some 
H.Y.P.E. during their 
midwinter break. 

The department is 
partnering with the 
H.Y.P.E. (Helping Youth 
Progress and Excel) Ath­
letics Community to of­
fer four-day basketball 
clinic 9:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. Monday-Thursday, 
Feb.'20-24, at the Bailey 
Recreation Center, 
36651 Ford, Westland. 

The clinic will focus on. 
athletic improvement, 
individual and group 
drills, contests, and or­
ganized games. Coaches 
include a former NBA 
player and a two-time 
basketball national * 
champion. They cost $30 
each. Register at the Bai­
ley Recreation Center. 
Call (734) 722-7620 for 
more information. 

A Wing deal 
How would you like 

a suite for 10, includ­
ing beer, pop and food, 
and a chance to watch 
the Detroit Red Wings 
take on the Nashville 
Predators at 7:30 p.m. 
Friday, March 30. 

You could "have it if 
you buy a $10 raffle 
ticket being sold by 
the Westland Rotary 
members to benefit the 
organization's scholar­
ship fund and other 
charities. Tickets are 
available at the West-
land Chamber of Com­
merce Off ice, 36900 
Ford Road, or from any 
Rotary member. The 
drawing to be held at 
1 p.m. Thursday, March 
22, at Joy Manor, 28999 
Joy Road, Westland. 

For more informa­
tion, call Mary McGaw 
at (734) 748-8515. 

Leap year 
babies 

With Feb. 29 fast 
approaching, we are 
looking for Leap Year 
babies! 

How do you cel­
ebrate? When do you 
celebrate? Has life been 
any different because 
you're a Leap Year baby? 
These are the things 
we'd like to know. 

If you're a Feb. 29 
baby, or had a Feb. 29 / 
baby, or even know of 
a Leap Year baby, and 
are willing to share your 
story, please e-mail your 
information (and a pho­
to!) to Observer editor 
Sue Mason at smason® 
hometownlife.com. 
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Auditor: City hanging in there 
By LeAnne Rogers 

Observer Staff Writer 

Westland's municipal 
finances got a clean bill 
of health from auditors 
Plante Moran and city 
officials got a pat on the 
back for efforts to deal 
with declining property 
tax and state revenues. 

"A few years ago when 
the city was doing stra­
tegic planning, you were 
looking at a $15 million 
deficit at that point, you 
made a lot of tough deci­
sions on staffing and try­
ing to maintain service 

levels," said Michael 
Swartz of Plante Moran 
during a presentation on 
the 2010-11 fiscal year 
audit. "We applaud that. 
There will be more tough 
decisions moving for­
ward. You're doing well -
better than other commu­
nities, not as well as oth­
ers. You're kind of hang­
ing in there." 

The auditors commend­
ed the city for efforts 
already made to address 
the financial situation, 
including updating the 

• five-year financial fore­
cast for the general fund, 

staff reductions and reor­
ganizations, early retire­
ment incentives and cost 
saving changes in insur­
ance. 

Despite decreased rev­
enues, Westland was able 
to increase the gener­
al fund balance by $1.4 
million at the end of the 
2010-11 fiscal year. 

But as city auditors 
Plante Moran noted, that 
figure can be misleading 
by itself. Included in the 
fund balance are $750,000 
related to the closing of 
the workers' compensa­
tion internal service fund, 

a one-time item.' 
The city also trans­

ferred the majority of 
the cable fund activi­
ty into the general fund 
which added $694,000 to 
the fund balance. With­
out these transactions, 
the auditors noted the 
fund balance would have 
stayed about the same. 

With the additions, the 
fund balance totaled $2.2 
million at the end of the 
fiscal year or 4.2 percent 
of the general fund's bud­
geted expenditures for 
the current 2011-12 fis- . 
calyear. 

"There will be very few * 
communities at the (rec­

ommended) 10 percent 
fund balance level," said 
Swartz. "Bonding agen­
cies use that as a bench­
mark." 

Looking back to the 
2009 fiscal year, the audit 
showed a steady decline 
in funding. Property tax 
revenues dropped from 
$25.7 million to $22.3 mil-

, lion budgeted for 2012. 
Plante Moran noted the 
decrease in property tax 
revenues has slowed. 

Please see AUDITOR, A2 

Chamber prepares for 50th anniversary 
By Sue Mason 

Observer Staff Writer 

Planning the celebra­
tion is the easy part of 
celebrating the Westland 
Chamber of Commerce's 
50th anniversary. Putting 
together the pieces of the 
earlier history is the hard 
part for the organizing 
committee. 

"Our main focus is to 
create a celebration for 
the chamber, not a fund­
raiser," said Gary Bul-
son. "We want everyone 
to come out and have fun 
and we need sponsors for 
what we want to do." 

Bulson and cham­
ber members Dan Mar­
tin, Rebecca Kelly and 
Mary Vellardita are plan­
ning the 50th Anniversa­
ry for Friday, April 20, at 
the Hellenic Cultural Cen­
ter. They have been meet­
ing since last Novem­
ber and have pored over 
photos and ring binders 
filled with old chamber 
newsletters to put togeth­
er a photo slide show and 

Anniversary Committee members Gary Bulson of Men on the Move and Rebecca Kelly 
of Sharon's Heating and Cooling look over old chamber newsletters dating back to the 
1970s. Kelly found a November 1971 newsletter that announced that monthly luncheon 
was cancelled until January due to hunting season. Thanksgiving and the holidays, 
Lunches also were just $360 and included a cash bar. 

decide what to put on pho- thousands of photos, 
' to boards that will be set before digital, we don't 
around the banquet hall. have that much," said 

"Anything that hap- Martin. . 
pened after 2003 we have "And getting a date on 

a photo ispretty tough," 
added Bulson, who spent 
more than two hours 
one day pulling 200 pho­
tos to be considered for 

the slide show. "We were 
just going to do a slide 
show and then just photo 

- boards, but decided both 
have their benefits. The 
boards would be nice for 
people to gather and rem­
inisce." 

The committee also try­
ing to track down for­
mer chamber directors 
like Joyce Wheeler, who 
played a role in the con­
struction of the cham­
ber office building on 
Ford Road in the 1980s, 

"and Linda Shapona. They 
enlisted the aid of Sid 
Shaheen, a lifetime mem­
ber, "to help us contact 
the elder statesman of 
the chamber," according 
to Bulson. Shaheen also 
is working to get photo­
graphs, he said. 

The gala will start with 
a cocktail hour at 6 p.m. 
followed by a family-style 
dinner, featuring chick­
en cordon bleu and roast 
beef, at 7 p.m. and enter-' 
tainment by Steve King 

Please see CHAMBER, A2 

Police seek suspect in theft 
of mall walker's keys, car 
By LeAnne Rogers 

Observer Staff Writer 

A woman walking at 
Westland Shopping Cen­
ter had her car stolen" 
Jan. 27 after leaving her 
keys in the pocket of her 
coat which had been left 
unattended on a bench. 

The Westland woman, 
56, told police she was 
walking at the mall just 
before 9:30 a.m. When 
she finished walking, she 
said she returned to her 
coat, left on a bench in 
the south side of the mall 
near J.C. Penney. 

Noticing her coat had 
been moved a little, the 
woman said she realized 
that she had left her keys 
in a pocket and the keys 
were now gone. She then. 
found that her car, a gray 
2004 Pontiac Vibe, was 
missing from the park­
ing lot. 

Along with the vehi­
cle, the woman reported 
her purse contained $100 
in cash, credit cards and 
identification had been . 
left in the car and were 
missing. A short time lat­
er, the woman told police 
her purse had been recov­
ered in the parking lot 
of the Dollar Tree store 
located near the mall. 

Westland Police are looking for information oh the suspect 
who stole keys from a coat left unattended by a woman 
walking at Westland Shopping Center Jan. 27. The suspect 
stole the woman's car and also her purse'which had been 
left inside the car. 

The wallet, with cash and 
credit cards, were miss­
ing. 

On Feb. 1, the woman's 
car was recovered with 
heavy front end damage, 
damage to the right rear 
quarter panel, scratches 
along the right passenger 
door and a broken wind­
shield. 

The keys weren't in the 
car but the woman told 
police that an iPod, a set 

of headphones, a CD and 
-garage door opener found 
in the vehicle didn't 
belong to her. 

Westland Police have 
released a photograph of 
the suspect taken from 
mall security cameras. 
Anyone with information 
about the suspect is asked 
to call (734) 722-9600. 
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Tough decisions leads 
to bond rating upgrade 

By LeAnne Rogers 
Observer Staff Writer 

What a difference a 
year makes. Having 
dropped four notch­
es last year, Westland's 
credit rating has been 
upgraded, thanks to 
changes made to the 
water and sewer fund. 

Earlier this week, 
Mayor William Wild 
announced that Moody's 
Investors Service had 
upgraded the city's bond 
rating from Baa2 to Bal 
and assigned a positive 
outlook to Westland's 
water and sewer system 
revenue debt. 

"Our bond rating is 
up. That is not an insig­
nificant achievement," 
said Council President 
James Godbout. "Once 
the rating dropped, the 
council has been aggres­
sive in working with 
the administration and 
(auditors) Plante Moran 
to improve the rating. 
We've made tough deci­
sions. We introduced 
new (water and sewer) 
rates tonight." 

Like an individual's 
personal credit rating, 
the city's bond rating 
impacts interest rates 
when the city has to bor­
row money for large 

projects. Part of the 
problem had been the 
city's failure to increase 
water and sewer rates 
enough to cover annual 
rate hikes from Detroit 
and Wayne County 
along with the city's 
operational needs. . 

"Last year, they 
moved us down four lev­
els. With the work we've 
done like the repayment 
to the general fund, they 
moved us up a notch," 
said Wild, referring to 
general fund money " 
which had been subsi­
dizing an underfunded 
water and sewer fund. 

In an effort to keep a 
better handle on water 
and sewer fund rev­
enues, the city began 
reviewing the rates 
more frequently and has 
passed on rate increases 
including fixed charges 
costs. That resulted in 
a more than 16 percent 
rate hike last year with 
a 12.1 percent increase 
proposed to be adopted 
later this month. 

Moody's improved 
rating is based upon 
the system's improved 
financial outlook, man­
ageable debt ratio and 
stable residential cus-

Please see RATING, A2 
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Chamber was 'busy' promoting city in early years M J | N G 

By Sue Mason 
Observer Staff Writer 

Tracking down the his­
tory of the Westland 
Chamber of Commerce 
has meant finding peo­
ple who were there in the 
early years. Unfortunate­
ly, many of the individu­
als who played a role in 
its start in 1962 are no lon­
ger-alive, individuals like 
led Kuckelman, Virgil and 
Harriot Gagnon, Saundra 
Weed and Joseph Benyo. 

"One of the first cham­
ber people I recall 
were Virgil and Harri­
ot Gagnon," said retired 
Westland Observer editor 
Leonard Poger who start­
ed covering Westland just 
10 days before it became 
a city on May 16,1966. 
"He owned a gas station at 
Wayne and Warren roads 
and probably operated it 
out of the gas station. Virg 
ran thechamber as a side 
job out of his office proba­
bly two-three years. Harri­
ot knew the business com­

munity through her hus-' 
band." 

By 1966, the chamber 
was being operated by 
Ted Kuckelman who had a 
small of f ice in the Dorsey 
Community Center. Poger 
described Kuckelman as a ' 
semi-retired businessman 
who went around starting 
chambers. 

"I remember at the 
meetings he'd say, 'Board 
members, we have an 
action-packed agenda," 
Poger said. "His special­
ty was starting chambers. 
Once on their way, he'd 
quietly leave." 

Harriot Gagnon suc­
ceeded Kuckelman and 
the office was moved to an 
of f ice building on Warren 
Road that the city leased 
for use by the 18th District 
Court. The city allowed 
the chamber one small 
office and a conference 
room. 

"I remember Millie 
Evans going before the 
council to protest the city 
giving free space to a pri-

/ . 

Among the photographs 
the Westland Chamber of 
Commerce has in its pos­
session is this one dated 
"1969. The note on the back 
states that Harriot Gagnon 
is showing her successful 
efforts in getting Westland 
"on the (state) map." 

vate enterprise," said 
Poger. "The council dis­
agreed and said the cham­
ber was helping promote 
the community and busi­
nesses." 

Poger recalled that the 
chamber had a member­
ship of over 400—"almost 
half of the businesses 
belonged"—in the 1980s, 
the community was grow­
ing and the Westland Shop­
ping Center was attracting 
families and businesses 
to the city. Joyce Wheeler 
was the executive secre­
tary and spearheaded the 
plan to building an office 
on Ford Road across from 
the city's civic center. 

Poger, who served on 
the Board of Directors . 
for three-four years, will 
admit that his "institution­
al knowledge" isn't per­
fect, but he does know one 
thing: "The chamber was 
helping the city develop 
and promoting business." 

"It was a very busy com-' 
munity, a very busy city 
that was growing and a 
very busy school district," 
he said. "A lot of things 
were happening." 

smasonehometownlife.com 
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Cont inued f r o m page A1 

tomer base. In 2011 and 
with a goal of improv­
ing its bond rating, the 
city took steps to increase 
cash reserves, to pay off 
a wastewater bond and 
to reduce operation and 
maintenance expens­
es through staff attrition 
and cutting other opera­
tional costs. 

"The credit bureaus . 
look for a good working ' 
relationship between City 
Council and the admin­
istration in addressing 
the city's finances," said 
Wild. 

Moody representa­
tives were impressed 
with the development of 
a five-year rate analysis 
that is reviewed annually 
by the council, the may­
or and key staff to stay 
abreast of economic fac­
tors impacting the health 
of the city's finances. 

Wild also credited Plan-
te Moran's Westland team 
for the help in restructur­
ing the water and sewer. 
model. 

Moody's rating upgrade 
takes into account the 
city's healthy debt ser­
vice coverage with the 
city setting aside suffi­
cient cash reserves in the 
2011 fiscal year to meet 
debt payments in 2012, 
rate increases being made f 
to address the wholesale . 
costs from Detroit Water 
and Sewerage Depart­
ment, and the city's low 
6.3 percent debt ratio. 

Moody's stated that 
"future credit reviews 
will focus on the system's 
ability to retain healthy 
debt service coverage 
and ongoing financial 
operations..." The city 
currently has $2.9 million 
of revenue debt outstand­
ing with a total system 
debt of $5.3 million. . 
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CHAMBER 
Continued from page A1 

and the Dittilies 8 p.m. to 
midnight. The sit-down 
dinner is something new 

for the chamber which 
normally does buffets.. 

"This is one of our big 
things we need to cel­
ebrate," said Bulson. 
"That's why we're putting 
it on, that's why we want 
"it to be a fun event." 

OBSERVER 
N E W S P A P E R S 

WHERE HOMETQWM 8TOHIES UNFOLD 

c)GlA*NEIT 

HOW TO REACH US 
Home Delivery/Customer Service .1-866-88-PAPER (866-887-2737) 

Newsroom (313) 222-2223 Fax (313) 223-3318 

Classified Advertising 1-800-579-SELL (800-579-7355) 

Display Advertising .". (734)582-8363 

. visit us online at hometownlife.com 

615 West Lafayette, Detroit, Ml 48226 

Tickets for the gala are 
$40 per person and $320 
for a table of eight. Tick­
ets are available at the 
chamber office, 36900 
Ford Road, east of New-
burgh. 

Sponsorships also are 
available with packag­
es ranging from $1,000 
to sponsor the entertain­
ment to $250 for a cock­
tail hour sponsor and $100 
for a supporting sponsor. 
Businesses interested in 
being sponsors have until 
April 6 to sign up. 

Despite the tough eco­
nomic times, the chamber 
has held a steady on its 
membership. According 
to Martin, it's doing bet­
ter than most chambers 
in Michigan. 

"I went to a confer­
ence in the fall and a lot 
of chambers were talk; 
ing about their member­
ship dropping the last two 
years," he said. "We've 
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done pretty good." 
"We've held steady," 

added Bulson. "We drop 
10, but then we gain 10. 
We caught a little boost 
with the buyouts with 
people starting their own . 
businesses." 

The chamber is going 
back to basics and using 
committees to help rein­
vent events and take the 
pressure off of Cham­
ber Executive Director 
Brookellen Swope. 

"Being a member is 
only have the battle, you 
need to be involved," 
said Martin.' "You need to 
invest, show up at events 
and market your busi­
ness." I.--—— --

For tickets, sponsor-
' ships or more information 
about the 50th Anniversa­
ry Gala, call the chamber 
office at (734) 326-7222. 
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AUDITOR 
Continued from page A1 

In the audit management 
letter, Plante Moran rec­
ommended that the city 
continue to look at ways 
to increase revenues and 
reduce spending as West-
land's taxable value is 
expected to continue to 
decrease for the next sev­
eral years and state shared 
revenues ha've decreased. 

The auditors noted the 
city's water and sewer ( 
fund cash position contin­
ues to improve but noted 
outstanding debts relat­

ed to previous projects, 
including approximate­
ly $1.7 million owed'to the 
general fund. That is low­
er thanks to a $512,000 
payment to the general ' 
fund from the water and 
sewer fund. . 

Additionally, the audi­
tors noted that the fund's 
accounts receivable bal­
ance due from custom­
ers continues to grow. 
When the fiscal year end­
ed June 30, $9.8 million 
was outstanding for 46 
percent,of the operating 
revenue. 
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CORRECTION 
The story in the Observ­

er about the Jan. 24 death 
of Francesco DiBlasi, 
founder and former con­
ductor of the Livonia Sym­
phony Orchestra, should 
have said those interested 

in attending his memorial 
service at 2 p.m. Saturday, 
Feb. 11, at Laurel Manor, 
39000 Schoolcraft, Livo­
nia, should RSVP to Chris­
tine Moore at mchris-
tinemoore@yahoo.com 
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Sheds to go: Students market their class work 
By Sue Mason 
Observer Staff Writer 

They're built like a 
house, but they're only 

' sheds, and the construc­
tion trades program at 
Garden City High School 
has several it needs to 
sell. 

The sheds are being 
built by students in Andy 
Romes' construction 
trades program, and are 
priced to sell - $500 for/a 
more than 29-square foot 
building with a door and 
window. • ' 

"We actually built the 
walls like it was a house. 
It may be overkill, but 
they're doing what they 
would do in the trade," 
said Romes. 

Romes is selling the 
sheds for the cost of the 
materials. The price 
includes delivery. The 
foundation depends on 
what the buyer wants 
and however much the • 

"materials cost. If the . 
buyer wants it set on 
the ground, the students 
will make sure it is lev­
el. They also will set it on 
stone, cement block or a 
cement pad. 

"I have a student who 
donated a trailer and 
we'll roll it out the doors 
of the wood shop on a 
dolly," said Romes who 
is hoping one of the buy­
ers will want the shed on 
a cement pad which will 
give students the expe-
rience'of framing, pour­
ing and smoothing the 
cement. 

The sheds have a 65-
inch square base. The 
door is 24 inches wide 
and the widow mea­
sures 32 inches wide 
and 15 inches high. The 
slanted roof has a 3-12 
pitch, taking the height 
of the shed from 9 feet 
in the front to seven 
feet in the back. The 
sheds have a shingled 
roof and will be covered 

Henry Swan (left) and Austen Ritchie work on one of several sheds the Construction trades class is selling. 

Patrick Tirney paints the soffit of the shed white. They will 
be covered in vinyl siding provided by Siding World. 

with vinyl siding that's 
been donated by Siding 
World. 

One shed has already 
been purchased by the 
family of a student and 
will be wired for elec­
tricity with lights and 
outlets. ' 

Class work 
Eight of Romes'17 

classes have been 
involved in building the 
sheds, one of several 
projects students work 
on. His beginning class­

es build a model wall, 
then break the walls • 
down and turn them into 
mini Adirondack chairs, 
tables, and foot stools, 
priced at $15, $10 and $5 
each. • 
•' • "Real Adirondacks 
have longer seats, I had 

. to consider our space so 
we had to shrink them 
down," Romes said. 

Advanced students 
work on the bigger proj­
ects. For the sheds, they 

• so far have done every­
thing from the framing 

Andrew McLean works on the cutout for the shed door's 
hinges. 

and making doors to lay­
ing shingles and painting 
the soffits. 
. "Everyone has an 
assigned job," said 
senior Henry Swann. "If' 
you dont do it, you lose ", 
points." 

Swann has been in the 
program since his fresh­
man year. He took the ' 
class to "learn skills I 
can use in life." 

"The hardest thing 
is that there's a lot of 
things that go into this 
that you wouldn't think 
of," Swann said. "We had 
to get the roof right and 
we had to get the pitch 
right." There's a lot of 
angles and measuring, 
you have to be flawless," 
said sophomore Austen 
Ritchie. "You make one 
thing wrong and you can 

ruin the entire project." 
Ritchie likes working 

with his hands and wants 
to pursue construction 
trades after he's out of 
high school. 

"I like this better than 
school work," he said. 

Other projects 
The students also are 

learning the trade by • 
working on projects 
around the school. The 
classes are doing a new 
storage shed for the ' * 
baseball team and redo­
ing the inside of the con­
cession stand across 
from the gymnasium* 
They've also gotten 
requests from teachers. 

Several students also 
are working on projects 
for themselves or their 
families. One students 
is making planter box­
es attached to a bench 
for his mother, another 

" is working on a Plexiglas 
guitar body for himself. 
, "There's only so much 

work that can be done 
on the sheds, so we've 
taken on other jobs," 
said Romes. "They get 
to learn a lot of differ­
ent things. They learn to 
problem solve. I stress 
a lot of job'skills in the 
classes." 

Romes is hoping to 
get more time for the 
class next year, allow­
ing him get the students 
off campus to work on 
jobs. He also looking at 
doing more around the 
high school like possibly 
replacing a sidewalk by 
the tennis courts. 

People interested in 
buying a shed can con­
tact Romes at (734) 762-
8350 or by e-mail at 
romesa@gcity.kl2.mi.us.# 

"They're more stur­
dy that what you'd get 
at Home Depot," Romes 
said. 

smasonShometownlife.com 
'(313) 222-6751 

Macy's Optical 

DESIGNER FRAME SALE 

prices 

FRAMES 
plus 

4Q% 
Off: Reg. 

prices 

LENSES 
Our doctor or yours - we fill all prescriptions. 
Convenient eye examt appointments available. 

We accept most vision care plans. 

Westland, 734-458-5588 • Oakland, 248-597-2956' 
Lakeside, 586-566-2766 • Twelve Oaks, 248-344-6994 

the magic of 

com 

REG. PRICES ARE OFFERING PRICES, AND SAVINGS MAY NOT BE BASED ON ACTUAL SALES. "Selected 
designer frames 25% off; some special orders excluded; complete pair purchase required. tEye exams 
performed by independent state licensed Doctors of Optometry. Cannot be combined with any other 

offer, vision care plan, package pricing or prior orders. Sale ends February 29,2012. 

For the location nearest you, call 1 -888-889-EYES 

•HEmTWEmmrfo? 

Join us for dinner 
as our experts 

discuss keeping 
your heart healthy] 

THURSDAY • F E B R U A R Y l l 6 f 2 0 1 2 ^5:30-7:30¾. 

The Village of Redford invites you 
to attend a discussion about keeping 

our hearts healthy lead by Garden 
City Hospital Cardiologist Nizam 
Habhab, DO, FACC, FACOI. Learn 

simple exercise techniques that can 
be easily done at home or in the office 
from an exercise physiologist. Enjoy 
a Heart Healthy cooking demonstra­
tion by our Chef and our Nutritionist 
will be available .to answer questions. 
A Heart Healthy dinner will be served. 

III 

The Village of 

Redford 
A SENIOR LIVING COMMUNITY 

Q A Mission of Presbyterian Vl!!a<« of Michigan 

Enjoy the finest senior 
living in Redford! 

Village of Redford is located on Six Mile 
Road just east of Beech Daly in Redford 

25330 West Six Mile Road 
Redford, Michigan 48240 

For more information 
call 313.531.6874 

TTY# 800.649.3777 

www.pvm.org 

SPACE IS" 
LIMITED 
Call today 
to R.S.V.R! 

IN PARTNERSHIP WITH 

^GARDEN CITY 
x̂ -V HOSPITAL 

&ti 

http://hometownlife.com
http://smasonShometownlife.com
http://www.pvm.org
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Judge dismisses WYAA embezzlement case 
By LeAnne Rogers 

Observer Staff Writer 

A week before a sched­
uled trial was to begin, 
an embezzlement charge 
against a former West-
land Youth Athletic Asso­
ciation president has 
been dismissed. 

Galen Huren, 47, had 
been accused of steal­
ing about $31,000 from 
the WYAA while serving 
as president from Jan­
uary through July 2010. 
Huren's attorney Mary 
Mahoney didn't respond 

to a request for com­
ment. 

Wayne County Circuit 
Court Judge Linda Park­
er granted a defense i 
motion and dismissed the 
charge against Huren, 
which had based large­
ly on testimony from 
WYAA officials. During 
the period when Huren. 
was president, WYAA 
records showed $31,000 
in cash payments were 
made for registration 
but only $1 in cash was 
deposited in the group's . 
bank account. 

"I really don't want to 
comment, we are meet­
ing with the (Wayne 
County) prosecutor to 
see what they say," said 
WYAA President Don 
Haas. "We will discuss it 
as a Board of Directors 
and see what we want to 
do from here. It's pretty 
sad for this to happen to a 
youth athletic association 
and then have the charg­
es dismissed this way." 

Haas and other WYAA 
members were surprised 
when they learned the 
criminal charge against 

Huren had been dis­
missed. ' 

"We felt there was 
enough to at least send it 
to trial," Haas said. 

WYAA members 
became aware of finan­
cial problems in 2010 j 
when utilities at their i 
headquarters on Farm-. 
ington Road were shut ' 
off for nonpayment and 
other bills weren't paid ' • 
or checks hounced. 

"We're about 75 per­
cent back to where we 
were. We paid off the bad 
debt. We still had to pur­

chase new equipment for 
the current sports," said 
Haas. 

Along with making up 
the bad debt and other 
expenses, Haas said the 
WYAA building lost its 
roof during a bad storm 
last summer. Insurance 
covered that building 
damage. 

"Last year was trying, . 
to say the least. We're 

' making our way back. It's 
all due to the parents and 
kids in the program who 
had faith in us to bring 
them back," said Haas. 

"We went through a 
whole process of checks 
and balances that we put 
into place." 

A big issue with volun­
teer groups like WYAA 
is the limited number of 
volunteers who have lim­
ited time available, Haas 
said. 

"With fewer people 
having more responsibil­
ities on them, sometimes 
things like this happen," 
he said. 

lrogersehometownlife.com 
(313)222-5428 

Police arrest two disorderly patrons 
GARDEN CITY 
Disorderly 
conduct 

The Garden City 
police responded to two 
disorderly conduct calls 
recently. 

In an incident which 
occurred about 11:30 
p.m. Feb. 5, manage­
ment at Albert's on the 
Alley located on Mid-
dlebelt, north of Ford, 
had a problem with 
a 24-year-old Garden 
City man who refused 
to leave the bar/restau­
rant. 

The police arrived to 
find the customer yell­
ing at the employee. The 
police officer arrested 
the disorderly man who 
tried to hit the employee 
and use pepper spray. 
The employee tossed 
the pepper spray up 
onto the roof. 

When the police pro­
cessed the man, they 
determined that he was 
intoxicated with a blood 
alcohol level of .241. 

At 1:16 p.m. Feb. 7 at 
Joe D's Bar, 29242 Ford, 
the police arrested a 48-
year-old Westland man 
who wanted to take a 
beer out of the building. 

When the police 
arrived, they saw a 
•group of people outside 
trying to stop the man 
from doing so. He was . 
arrested on an outstand­
ing Westland warrant 
and for interfering with 
a police officer because 

he was uncooperative 
and belligerent inside 
the police car. 

He had also given the 
police false personal 
information. 

Stolen vehicle 
A resident in the 31000 

block of Rush reported 
that someone stole her 

. 2006 Saab station wagon 
sometime before 10 a.m. 
Feb. 2. 

She said that the vehi­
cle was locked and that 
all keys were accounted 
for. The vehicle had tint­
ed windows and after-
market rims. The* police 
found no broken glass in 
the driveway. 

Theft 
A resident in the 33000 

block of Cherry Hill 
reported that some­
time before 6 a.m. Feb. 
2 someone stole his 
Leatherman tools and 
Tom Tom GPS unit from 
his vehicle which was 
unlocked and parked in 
the driveway during the 
night. 

The man said that he 
didn't hear anything 
unusual Jthroughout the 
night. ' . '̂ ; \ 
. • A man said that the 

person who stole his * • 
wallet from the glove 
box of his unlocked car 
Feb. 6 in the 30000 block 
of Brown used his cred­
it cards to make fraudu­
lent purchases. 

The thief purchased 
gasoline from the Admi­

ral gas station in West-
land and also fraudu­
lently obtained cash 
advances. 

Besides stealing cred­
it and debit cards, the 
thief also obtained fam­
ily members' Social 
Security numbers, he 
said. 

Property 
destruction 

A resident in the 28000 
block of Bock planned 
to call AAA after he 
learned from a neighbor 
.that the insurance truck 
wrecker was responsi­
ble for leaving deep tire 
tracks on his front lawn 
sometime before 5:30 
p.m. Feb. 6. 
. • A neighbor said that 
when her mother's car 
got stuck on their front ' 
lawn, they called AAA. 
The AAA truck also 
got stuck, she told her 
neighbor. 

Theft 
A resident in the 28000 

block of Bridge who 
bought a Kindle in ear­
ly December decided 
to return the e-reader 
because he wasn't using 
it much. However, he • 
was unable to locate it. 

When he called Ama­
zon, he learned that it 
was re-registered to 
another person. He told 
the police that Amazon 
wouldn't identify that • 
person. 

By Sue Buck 

CITY OF WESTLAND I 

INVITATION TO BID ' • 

Sealed proposals will Be received by the City of "Westland Purchasing Division, 36601 
Ford Road, Westland, Michigan 48185, on or before February 17. 2012 at 11:30 a.m. 
for the following (no exceptions): 

LAWN FERTILIZATION AND WEED CONTROL 

, Complete specifications and pertinent information may be obtained a t . 
www.citvofwestland.com or from the Purchasing Office at 36601 Ford Rd., Westland, Michigan, 
48185. Proposals must be submitted by the time stated above or they will be returned. The City of 
Westland reserves the right to reject any or all bids. 

William Gabriel 
City Controller 

Publish: February 9,2012 OEM787674-3x3 

Join Us in Celebration! 

Z.tjiEARS 
...ONE STUDENT AT A TIME 

Life Support Training Institute 

Better Patient Care. One Student at a Time. 

For more information or to register, 
please visit us on the web at 

www.lifesupporttraining.org 
or call us at 

866-FOR-LSTI (367-5784) 
PAYMENT PLANS AVAILABLE 

Now Accepting Registrations! 

Q^IH»)ti1Titjgj]08@gilj^(DI?jJ]j^ 
Course Start Date Days Location 

• Paramedic 2/25/12 Saturday's Taylor Campus 

• EMT 2/25/12 Saturday's Taylor Campus 

Ex-boyfriend charged 
with home invasion 

WESTLAND 

Home invasion 
A Shelby Township man 

is facing felony charg- i 
esinclud- j 
ing home 
invasion and 
assaulting a 
police officer 
after break­
ing into the 
home of his 
former girl- Jason Fox 
friend's cur­
rent boyfriend. 

Just before 6:30 a.m. 
Feb. 4, police were called 
to a home in the 33000 
block of Chief Lane when 
the homeowner report­
ed hearing someone in the 
house. The homeowner 
had locked himself in the 
bathroom. 

Officers didn't find '. 
any signs of forced entry 
but did find a rear door 
unlocked and were able 
to enter the garage where 
the door to the house was 
ajar. 

When an of f icer made 
contact with the home- *. 
owner at the front door,,, 
the hom-owner was star­
tled by lie bas'ement door 
•shutting behind him as he 
opened the front door. 

Officers opened the 
basement door and report­
ed that a man wearing a 
black hoodie, black gloves 
and a black mask charged 
up the stairs at them, 
armed with baseball bat. 
The man was ordered to 
stop and drop the bat, but 
he continued up the stairs, 
officers said. 

One officer used his Tas-
er on the suspect which 
caused him to stop and sit 
on the stairs. Officers said 
the man released the bat 
but continued to refuse 
to move off the stairs. 
Eventually, the officers 
dragged the suspect up the 
stairs in a prone position to 
the front door of the home 
where he was arrested. 

The homeowner's girl­
friend, who was present, 
identified the suspect, 
Jason Michael Fox, 34, as 
her former boyfriend. The 
woman told police they 
had broken up in Decem­
ber but she has had recent 
problem's with him stalk­
ing her and vandalizing 
her property. 

Fox, who was later 
arraigned in 18th Dis­
trict Court on charges of 
home invasion, larceny in 
a building, possession of 
burglary tools and assault­
ing a police officer with 
a weapon, received facial 
abrasions while being 
dragged up the stairs. A 

• not guilty plea was entered 
and bond set at $100,000 
cash. 

In a statement to police 
following his arrest, Fox 
told police that he had an 
argument with his for­
mer girlfriend and learned 
through Facebook that she 
planned to attend the Feb. 
3 Detroit Pistons basket­
ball game. Fox told police 
he followed the couple as 
they left the game to find 
out where the current boy­
friend lives. 

The burglary tools 

charge stems from piec­
es of an automotive spark 
plug, something officers 
said is often used to break 
windows, and a flash­
light found in Fox's pos­
session. Fox told police he 
didn't need to break a win­
dow after finding a door 
unlocked. 

When the homeowner 
appeared to have awak­
ened, Fox told police 
decided to hide in the base-' 
ment and hope he would 
fall back asleep. At that 
point, officers arrived. 

Vandalism 
A Westland firefight­

er told police he finished 
his shift at 8 a.m. Jan. 4 
and headed home when he 
noticed his 2000 Ford F-
150 truck was shaking. A 
witness flagged him down 
to tell him his tire was 
about to fall off. The fire­
fighter discovered four 
of the five lug nuts on the 
drivers side rear tire had 
been removed. 

Police said it was 
unclear whether the miss­
ing lug mits were sabo- ., 
'tage or an attempt to steal 
the tire and wheel. The 
truck had been parked at 
the fire station, 36435 Ford 
Road, while the firefight­
er was working. He told 
officers it was me third 
recent incident of tamper­
ing with vehicles belong­
ing to Fire Department 
employees. The other inci­
dents involved vehicles 
being ransacked and items 
being stolen. 

By LeAnne Rogers 

CITY OF WESTLAND 

INVITATION TO BID 

Sealed proposals will be received by the City of Westland Purchasing Division, 36601 
Ford Road, Westland, Michigan 48185, on or before February 17. 2012 at 10:00 a.m. 

. (no exceptions will be made) for the following: 

Police Department Key Scan Security System Upgrade 

The Westland Police Station located at 36701 Ford Road, Westland, Michigan. Questions 
may be directed to Police Lieutenant Jeff Jedrusik at (734) 467-3529. Complete 
specifications' and pertinent information may be obtained from the Purchasing Office at 

• (734) 467-3204 or at.www.cityofwestland.com. Proposals must be submitted by the time 
stated above or they will be returned. The City of Westland reserves the right to reject 
.any or all bids. 

William Gabriel 
City Controller 

Publish: February 9,2012 
OEW767704-3X3 

Late Registrants Accepted 

Wayne-Westland Community Schools 
Westland, Michigan 48185 

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS 

Wayne-Westland Community Schools will receive sealed bids for: 

LAWN/LANDSCAPING SERVICES 
FOR SPECIFIED BUILDINGS 

Bids will be received until the time and the place, as follows, where and when the 
opening of bids will be conducted in public: 

Date: February 28,2012 • 

Time: 10:00 a.m. EST 

Place: Board of Education 
Wayne-Westland Community Schools 
36745 Marquette 
Westland, MI 48185 
ATTN: David Kaumeyer, Senior Executive Director of Business 

All bids received after the date and time stated above will not be considered and will be 
returned to the bidder unopened. 

Bidding documents will be available at the Wayne-Westland Community Schools Board 
of Education office, located at 36745 Marquette, Westland, Michigan beginning Monday, 
February 13, 2012 or.by contacting 734-419-2048. 

Bidder shall agree not to withdraw Bid Proposal for a period of sixty (60) days after date 
of receipt of bids. 

Wayne-Westland Community Schools reserves the right to accept or reject any or all bids. 

Publish February 9,2012 OEM767804-3X4^ 


