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Wayne council splits on ward voting plan
By LeAnne Rogers

ments, threatened a legal fight
over recommendations from a
subcommittee that he argued
went against the clear intent of
the ward voting measure.
Specifically, it was a recom
mendation that after ward
voters made selections of
council candidates in the pri
mary, voting would be citywide
in the general election.
“My one complaint is that
the petition language abolishes
at-large voting. Only the office
of the mayor is to be at-large,”
Roberts said.
That language was also
included in the resolution ap

S ta ff W r it e r

In 2014, Wayne voters over
whelming approved the estab
lishment of a system to elect
council members by wards,
leaving only one position to be
filled through citywide voting:
mayor.
That provision and voterapproved term limits are ef
fective for this year’s city
elections. However, the imple
mentation of ward voting has
hit a hurdle.
Resident Ron Roberts, who
initiated both charter amend

proved by council placing the
question on the ballot, Roberts
said, along with the wording
approved by the Michigan
attorney general and the gov
ernor.
“You can’t take my language
and change it. If the council
takes this unprecedented step,
there will be a (Wayne County)
circuit court battle,” Roberts
said. “I’ll collect more signa
tures to put it on the ballot and
make it clearer. If you go
against the majority of voters,
it is a sad day in the city.”
Along with Roberts, the
committee members included

Councilmen Skip Monit and
John Rhaesa, Margaret Harlow
and Buddy Shuh. Wayne City
Clerk Matthew Miller and City
Attorney Keith Madden served
as ex officio members.
At the council meeting,
Madden said at-large was
something the attorney gener
al had questioned for clarity.
There is at-large referring to
who is eligible to run for of
fice, he said, but also who is
eligible to vote for the candi
dates.
Roberts suggested that
council approve the other five
recommendations and allow

time for the at-large voting
issue to be resolved. Citing the
ballot language, media cov
erage, mailing and robo calls to
voters, Roberts said there was
no confusion about the intent
that council members would
run from wards and be elected
by ward residents.
With Councilwoman Susan
Rowe absent, a motion to ap
prove the six recommenda
tions as presented failed on a
tie vote. Voting for approval
were Monit, Rhaesa and Coun
cilman Albert Damitio.
See WARDS, Page A2

Wayne
council
rejects
LOCC’s pay
suggestion
By LeAnne Rogers
S ta ff W r i t e r

Wayne City Council mem
bers have rejected a recom
mendation that their salaries
remain unchanged but say it
isn’t about getting a raise.
At their meeting every oth
er year, Wayne’s seven-mem
ber Local Officers Compensa
tion Commission reviews pay
for elected officials.
After their recent meeting,
the LOCC forwarded a recom
mendation to council that the
pay remain at $3,192 annually
for mayor and $2,850 for coun
cil members.
“We need to vote it down.
Has any council member been
interviewed by the group?”
said Councilman John Rhaesa,
who called on council to reject
the recommendation. “They
should talk to the council to see
how to better equip the council
in the future.”
The LOCC needs to under
stand what the elected officials
do, said Rhaesa, who comment
ed he wasn’t looking for elect
ed officials’ pay to be in
creased.
“The mayor goes to other
cities for a meeting, he picks
up the costs,” Rhaesa said.
“The LOCC needs to be made
aware of all the meetings we
attend.”
Councilman Albert Damitio
agreed, adding that the mayor
absorbs gas and other vehicle
costs without being compen
sated. Many years ago, Dami
tio said he served on the LOCC
and interviewed council mem
bers.
“It costs us more than we
are compensated (to serve on
council),” added Councilman
David James, adding that he
voted to reject the recom
mendations for information,
not to get a raise.
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Showing off the bibs they made are students Ahsha Gillium (seated, from left), Caitlyn Gabrys, Isabella Selgado, Kayla Theus (center row, from left).
Autumn Thaxton, Aleah Robinson, Kyara Watson, Elaina Cotton, Am anda Laird (back row, from left), Ciara Casey and Lydia Derr.

Wayne clothing class uses sewing
skills to benefit other students
By Sue Mason

other students, and our stu
dents win because they have
no food on their clothing.”
“It was a good experience
for my kids, and those kids
were so excited to see us,”
Ware said. “When we were
done, we walked down there
and delivered them. When the
girls were walking back, they
were talking about how it felt
to do something good.”
Previously, staff members
made the bibs, but there was
no one available to do them
this time. Gillis approached
Ware about having the class
make the bibs. The ones they
were using were several
years old and the Velcro was
getting “icky.”

S ta ff W r it e r

Teacher Martha Ware
points to school nurse Laura
Gillis in coming up with what
they call a win-win for stu
dents in the Clothing II class
at Wayne Memorial High
School.
The students used their
sewing skills to turn bath
towels into oversized bibs for
students in the school’s SXI
special education classrooms.
The bibs cost substantially
less and are much larger than
ones available for purchase.
“It was a win-win,” Gillis
said. “The girls got to do
something for the benefit of

Ware teamed with her
mother to work out a tem
plate, and the students spent
two weeks creating 20 towels.
“My mom and I figured out
the pattern, we took an old
design and made it better,”
Ware said. “We used an old
towel as a pattern and bias
tape for the ties.
The special education pro
gram provided the supplies,
and the students selected
aesthetically pleasing color
combinations. The students
basted once and then did two
seams so the bias tape was
secure.
“We had to make sure ev
erything was straight and
looked nice, so it didn’t look

sloppy on them,” Kayla Theus
of Westland said.
Most of the students
agreed that the hardest part
of the project was doing the
neckline curve.
“I had to rip it out a couple
of times,” Aleah Robinson of
Westland said. “I made two,
so by the second one I had it
mastered. It was better.”
Robinson admits she was a
bit confused about making
bibs. The students take their
finished projects home and
she couldn’t figure out why
they were making bibs for
themselves.
“I didn’t know they were
See SEWING, Page A2

See LOCC, Page A2

Westland probationers fare well in St. Patrick’s Day alcohol testing
Probationers with West
land’s 18th District Court
stayed on the straight and
narrow for St. Patrick’s Day.
In a continued effort to
protect the public and ensure
compliance with probation
orders, the 18th District Court
conducted random alcohol
testing for the St. Patrick’s
Day holiday. According to
Chief Probation Officer Eric
Lange, there were 542 tests
■v

administered to 426 probation
ers throughout St. Patrick’s
Day and the next morning with
only one participant testing
positive for alcohol.
There also were zero repeat
drunk driving arrests among
the testing participants, Lange
said.
That’s good news for Lange
who believes probationers are
getting the message after last
year when one young woman
r-TT-r
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“Keeping our residents and
everyone else safe from drun
ken drivers is another consid
eration,” Cicirelli said. “The
increased testing program
began 14 years ago, and the
court strongly believes that it
has worked as a deterrent for
repeated drinking and driving
behaviors.”
“We use this program as an
incentive and reminder to our
probationers to stay away

from alcohol,” McConnell said.
The probationer who tested
positive for alcohol was taken
into custody and awaits a show
cause hearing in front of Cici
relli. Those who failed to ap
pear without a valid excuse
can expect a court date where
they will face jail time, work
program, additional fines and
increased treatment or have
their probation terms mod
ified, Lange said.
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who was on probation for
drunken driving had boasted
about passing a random
Breathalyzer test on Facebook,
a post that was caught by
Westland Police.
The probation department
under the leadership of the
Judges Mark A. McConnell
and Sandra Ference Cicirelli,
perform the increased testing
over specific holidays associ
ated with excessive drinking.
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the pillow was Amanda
Laird’s favorite.
“We’re working on
quilts now, they’ve been
pretty easy so far,” she
said. “I think the bibs
were that hardest be
cause of the curves. One
bib I had to take the seam
out three-four times. I
didn’t think I’d ever fin
ish it.”
Gillis likes the longer
bibs for the students with
severe multiple impair
ments. Not all need them,
but for those in wheel
chairs, the bibs cover
them completely.
“They wash beautiful
ly,” Gillis said. “We’re
hoping to make it an
annual project. It was a
great project.”

SEWING
Continued from Page A1

for the special-education
students,” she said.
Lydia Derr of Westland thought they were
making little bibs.
“I didn’t think they’d
be that big and definitely
not made of towels,” she
said. “Sewing around the
curve was hard; I had to
tear one out completely.”
Derr learned hand
sewing from her grand
mother when she was
younger. That’s why she
wanted to take the cloth
ing class. Once the class
is over, she said she’ll
probably start doing her
own stuff.
Ware has had her
students make pin cush
ions, pillows and pajama
pants. Of all the projects,

Church moves forward after fire
By LeAnne Rogers
S ta ff W r it e r

A Feb. 25 fire that destroyed
administrative and meetings
rooms and damaged the sanctuary
hasn’t stopped the congregation at
Christ Temple Apostolic Faith
Church from continuing to wor
ship.
On a temporary basis, the con
gregation is holding Sunday ser
vices and Wednesday-evening
Bible study at Sharon Seventh
Day Adventist Church, 28537
Cherry in Inkster.
“I’m told the overall project to
rebuild will be an 8-10-month pro
ject,” said Suffragan Bishop Luke
McClendon, pastor at the church.
“They may be able to get us back
into the sanctuary in four months.
It just has smoke and water dam
age.”
A faulty furnace was identified
as the cause of the fire, which
started around 9:15 p.m., about 45
minutes after Wednesday-evening
Bible study had ended.
“We’re very gratified that they
had all left. It was myself, my wife
and the deacon who closes up,”
McClendon said. “Before I even

smason@hometownlife.com
734-674-2332
Twitter: @SusanMarieMason

CORRECTION
said the program will
take place at 7 p.m. Mon
day, March 23, in the
Livonia Civic Center
Library Auditorium.

A story in Sunday’s
paper, “Community
Foundation to award
$27,500 in grants, honor
founder,” should have

LOCC
Continued from Page A1
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“I would like to take a
look at their qualifica
tions (LOCC) members,”
Mayor James Hawley
said. “We get invited to
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Suffragan Bishop Luke McClendon,
pastor of Christ Temple Apostolic Faith
Church, with his wife, the church First
Lady Mary McClendon.

got home, I got the call (about the
fire). I turned around and went
back. I couldn’t believe my eyes.
A neighbor who was asleep said
he heard a loud explosion.”
The sanctuary, which is on the
south side of the church along
Eton east of Middlebelt, didn’t
receive damage from the fire,
which destroyed the north side of
the building that houses a commu
nity room and administrative
offices.

“Our guys did a great job stop
ping the fire. The way the church
was built, they will be able to
clean the sanctuary and utilize it,”
Wayne-Westland Assistant Fire
Chief/Fire Marshal Kelly Eggers
said. “The other half of the build
ing will have to be demolished and
rebuilt.”
The sanctuary and the building
that was destroyed were built at
different times, McClendon said.
“The building that was de
stroyed was built in 1955. The
church started as a small building
facing east under the founding
pastor,” McClendon said. “The
next pastor, Samuel B. Ware, ex
tended the building north.”
The dining center was origi
nally a community center, named
for Ware, aimed at providing
more outreach and services to the
community, McClendon said.
The current sanctuary was
constructed in 1988 and seats 430
people. In recent years, the sanc
tuary had been the scene of West
land’s Martin Luther King Jr. Day
ceremony.
lrogers@hometownlife.com \
734-883-90391Twitter: @LRogersObserver

all kinds of events. We
have to pay for it. That
should be taken into
consideration. They
mentioned the budget
and we don’t have a
budget yet.”
The 2015-16 budget
hasn’t been presented,
but the city is expecting

about a $2 million def
icit.
Council isn’t required
to approve the salaries
and a two-third majority
is required to reject the
pay rate. The council is
asked to vote to accept
and file the recommen
dation. That’s what the

council rejected, with
only Damitio opposed.
“I’m not sure how to
proceed,” City Clerk
Matthew Miller said.

ballot) was approved. It
should be upheld.”
Council members
initially voted against
placing the charter
amendments on the
ballot despite legal ad
vice that they had no
option. Rhaesa change
his vote to allow the
measures to go forward
and stop the council
from violating state law.
“What concerns me is
the denial of rights.
Voters will not be able to
vote for five of six coun
cil members, and they
make decisions for the
whole city,” Monit said.
“I feel the presentation
of the proposal was not
fair. If it had been, it

would have been more
clear.”
Rhaesa expressed
concern that not allow
ing all voters to select
candidates in the gener
al election would create
divisions in the city.
“A division of the city
would be dangerous for
the city. It’s like the
pool,” Rhaesa said. “If
you’re for your ward,
you have to vote to keep
it open. If you are for
the city-good, you close
it.”
Mayor James Hawley
supported pulling out
the ward voting proposal
for more discussion and
allowing the other five
recommendations to

move forward.
“Whether you like it
or not, the people knew
what they voted for,”
Hawley said. “We have
not been overwhelmed
by candidates. This
might stimulate that if a
ward knows it needs
one, two or three candi
dates.”
After the tie vote,
Hawley said he wouldn’t
recommend sending the
matter back to the adhoc committee.
The filing deadline to
run for council and may
or is April 21.
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Voting against adopt
ing the recommenda
tions, Councilman An
thony Miller said the
charter amendments
were something he
wrestled with under
standing the intent, if
not entirely thinking
they were necessary.
“But upholding the
intent of the people is
part of this job. I was
ready to vote for this,”
Miller said. “Council was
aware of the intent of
the proposal. The resolu
tion (putting it on the
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Under the sea: Marine archaeologist
shares stories of shipwrecks across globe
By David Veselenak
S ta ff W r it e r

James Delgado has
taken two dives to the
Titanic, the most famous
shipwreck of the 20th
century. It’s the most
studied, well-known
sunken ship in modern
history, but even with all
the knowledge society
has on the vessel, seeing
the ship’s rusty decks
had an impact he’ll never
forget.
“You move along those
silent decks,” he said.
“It’s as if time stands
still.
“It takes your breath
away.”
Delgado was the sea
son’s final speaker at the
Livonia Town Hall series,
speaking March 18 to a
full room at St. Mary’s
Cultural Center. He
works with the National
Oceanic and Atmos
pheric Administration as
the director of maritime
heritage. He spoke of the
studies of many ship
wrecks during his pres
entation, including some
along the coast of Tbrkey
that had traces of ancient
Egyptians and Canaanites found by divers.
He talked about see
ing where lifeboat No. 8
deployed, which is infa
mous for the exchange
that took place between a
crew member and Ida
Straus, the wife of Isidor
Straus, a co-owner of
Macy’s department store.
There, Ida Straus re
fused to get into a life
boat without her hus
band, Delgado said, opt
ing to remain on the ship
as it sank. The two per
ished that night.
He said upon seeing
the station, emotions
began to take over.
“That place makes you
cry,” he said.
The Great Lakes also
have a rich history under

BILL BRESLER | STAFF
P H O TO G R A PH ER

Jeff Gray, a native of Livonia,
is superintendent of the
Thunder Bay National Marine
Sanctuary. He helped bring
Delgado to the Livonia Town
Hall.
BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O TO G R A PH ER

James Delgado is a marine archeologist with NOAA. The broken glass vessels on the screen were recovered from the site of an
ancient old-world shipwreck. Speculation is that the glass was headed for recycling. Melting down old glass was easier than
creating new from raw materials.

Lake Michigan off the
coast of Wisconsin in 1912
en route to Chicago, car
rying a cargo of Christ
mas trees.
That ship contains the
remains of all 17 crew
members who lost their
lives in a gale, as well as
the Christmas trees still
in the hull to this day.
“All 17 of them went
down, with one man’s
wallet washing up on
shore,” he said.
He also spoke of the
Thunder Bay National
Marine Sanctuary, the
lone such sanctuary on
the Great Lakes. Off the
coast of Alpena, the sanc
tuary has several ship
wrecks based in its wa
ters that are protected.
Tours are available to
view the shipwrecks via
a glass-bottom boat.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O TO G R A PH ER

Marine archeologist James Delgado speaks at the Livonia
Town Hall gathering.

the waves as well, Delga
do said. He talked about
several ships that had

National Marine Sanctu
ary since 2002, is a for
mer Livonia resident and
Observer carrier. He said
he helped bring Delgado
to his hometown to deliv
er the speech and inform
residents of his back
ground.
Gray, who attended
school at St. Michael the
Archangel and graduated
from Dearborn Divine
Child High School, said
it’s important for Michi
gan residents to learn
more about the history of
the Great Lakes, even if
they don’t live near one.
“The Great Lakes are
one of the most impor
tant resources, not just
for the state of Michigan
but for our country,” he
said. “It’s amazing how
much we’ve lost a con
nection to the Great
Lakes.”
Gray said he origi
nally wanted to become
an engineer working for

Local ties

gone down in the Mid
west, including the Rouse
Simmons, which sunk in

Jeff Gray, superinten
dent of Thunder Bay

Ford in Dearborn, but
took an archeology class
in college and became
hooked.
He’s worked else
where, including Wiscon
sin, before coming back
to his home state and said
he’s happy to be back.
“It’s great to be home
in Michigan,” he said.
dveselenak@
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak
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Wayne High band sports green for St. Pat’s parade
In a tradition dating
back more than five
years, the Wayne Memo
rial High School Zebra
marching band put on
green to march in De
troit’s annual St. Patrick’s
Parade last Saturday.
The marching band
was one of three partici
pating in the parade,
which is sponsored by
the United Irish Societ
ies. Wayne Memorial
placed second in the
judging, losing out to the
Southfield-Lathrup High
School Marching Char
gers.
Also performing was
the Ecorse Public
Schools Mighty March
ing Raiders Band, which
placed third.
The parade is a pop
ular attraction for St.
Patrick’s Day revelers
who line Michigan Ave
nue in Corktown to the
event. Jim Dewan served
as the 2015 grand mar
shal for the parade,
which also included
floats, pipe bands and
Irish dancers.

BILL BRESLER | STAFF P H O TO G R A P H E R

Dakewah Stone plays cornet for the Wayne Memorial High School Zebra marching band, which
appeared in Sunday's St. Patrick's Day Parade in Detroit.

T O M B E A U D O IN

Wayne Memorial band member Noah Blake decorated himself
and his instrument for the parade.

T O M B E A U D O IN

Wayne Memorial High
School and members Audrey
Sabal and Gina Gunter lead
the marching band at the
annual St. Patrick's Parade
last Sunday in Detroit.

T O M B E A U D O IN

Wayne Memorial band instructor Matthew Diroff is pleased
with the band's performance at this year's parade

2 Westland students featured in EMU’s annual symposium
Two Westland resi
dents will be spotlighted
for exceptional student
research during Eastern
Michigan University’s
Undergraduate Sympo
sium on Friday, March
27.
The Undergraduate
Symposium is an annual

one-day program cen
tered on giving students
a chance to showcase the
results of their research
and creative projects.
The UGS features more
than 450 students who
will share the results of
their research through
oral presentations, poster

displays and projects in
the design expo.
Jamal Alhabeil of
Westland will present
“Identification of Adher
ence Mechanisms in
Human Gut Microbes,”
and Angela Blay, also of
Westland, will present
“Influence of Exemplars

and Role Models on
Women's Stereotype
Threat: It’s a Matter of
Focus.”
The event runs from
8:30 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. in
the EMU Student Center
at 900 Oakwood, Ypsilanti. The event is free and
open to the public.
Other research topics
include “Child Soldiers:
An Innocence Lost,”

“Chaminade’s Flute Con
certino: A Glimpse at
Women’s Rights in Mu
sic,” “Near-Space Explo
ration using a High-Altitude Weather Balloon,”
“Greenhouse Gases and
Global Warming” and
“Racism Is Not Dead,
Just Redesigned.”
The design expo fea
tures display exhibits,
such as “LOMO: A Col

Continuing Education
1 Professional Development

lection of Wearable
Wood,” “Hydraulic Bike
Wheel” and “Ypsilanti
Meals on Wheels: Brand
ing and Identity Pack
age.”
For more information
about the Undergraduate
Symposium, visit the
Undergraduate Sympo
sium homepage, Facebook, Twitter and Instagram.

S ch o o lcra ft
C o lle g e

Registration Starts March 24th!
Professional Development
Opportunities
Small business entrepreneur
exploration
Gourmet culinary classes
taught by Master Chefs
„

Saturday, March 28

A nd so m uch m ore...

. . .

Continuing Education and Professional Development | www.schoolcraft.edu/cepd | 734.462.4448

HANDCRAFTERS
3 6 th ANNUAL
Frid ay, M arch 27 $

Personal enrichment classes in
the arts, music, photography,
ceramics, and more
Physical fitness programs for
all ages, interests, and abilities
Personalized fitness training

j Q JOIN US ON FACEBOOK @ www.facebook.com/schoolcraftcepd

9am - 8pm
9am - 5pm

NORTHVILLE COMMUNITY CENTER
303 West Main Street

Northville, Ml 48167
an Andersen Company

ADMISSION: $3.00

[ VENT SPONSOR

12 & UNDER: FREE

Prem ier flo o r plan
n o w availab le!

STROLLERS WELCOME

T our o u r a w a rd -w in n in g sen io r
liv in g c o m m u n ity tod ay.

C all (734) 743-4300
to sch e d u le a
to u r today!

P r e m ie r

Independent
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OPPORTUNtTY

15495 Middlebelt Road
Livonia, Michigan 48154

www.MarycrestHeights.com
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With Card

Smithfield Shank
Portion Ham
Bone-In,
USDA Inspected

With Card

Easy & Delicious

Easter Meals

MARCH 26.27 828

15%OFF
6 BOTTLES OFWINE

Private Selection
Easter Spiral Sliced
Glazed Ham Dinner

Ham serves 8, Heat & Serve
7-9 lb Private Selection Spiral Sliced Glazed Ham
• 32 oz Scalloped Potatoes • 32 oz Buttery Corn
• 22 oz Spiced Apples • 12 ct Dinner Rolls
• 1 Strawberry Crunch Cake

When you purchase 6 bottles of wine
750 ml or larger with Card.

Limit 1 discount per case. Cannot be combined with any other offer.

r

''N

Reese’s
Peanut Butter or
Cadbury Eggs

Russell Stover
Candy Rabbit
7 oz or Dove Chocolate Eggs
or Holiday M&M’s, 7.94-8.87
Select Varieties

10-10.8 oz;
Select Varieties

2$7
With Card

With Card
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Easter Plush
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Select Varieties & Sizes

Shelf Tag Reflects
Savings With Card
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Prices and item s are effective at your local Kroger store thru Tuesday, March 31,2015.
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Fund for wounded soldiers helps
veteran who’s helping others
By Karen Smith
S ta ff W r i t e r

Josh Krajewski, 28, of
Livonia has struggled
with Post TVaumatic
Stress Disorder since
serving as a military
police officer in Iraq and
Afghanistan, where he
was in numerous fire
fights, shot at with rock
ets and heavily mortared.
Discharged in 2009
from the U.S. Army, he
has had seven or eight
jobs, ranging from work
ing as a laborer to selling
insurance, but he wasn’t
able to hold onto any of
them.
“It’s a hard transition,”
he said of returning to
civilian life. The military
changes people into what
is normal for the military
but “doesn’t translate
into when you come back
home,” he said.
The divorced father of
one received financial
help recently from the
Fallen and Wounded
Soldiers Fund, an all
volunteer nonprofit or
ganization that helps
Michigan veterans un
able to work because of
injuries suffered in the
Iraq and Afghanistan
campaigns.
The fund paid his
$1,300 property tax bill,
and helped with some
utility and car payments.
Krajewski receives dis
ability compensation, but
it’s not enough to live on,
he said. “Sometimes
people just need a hand to
get back up on their feet,
and that’s what they did
for me.”

Bond of
brotherhood
The 2004 Stevenson
High School grad is slow
ly adjusting — with the
help of the Michigan
Warriors Hockey Pro
gram he started in Royal
Oak last May for disabled
veterans or veterans who
have a Purple Heart.
He hopes to expand
the program statewide.
The program is run at no

> L
S U B M ITTE D

Josh Krajewski, 28, of Livonia suffers from Post Traumatic
Stress Disorder since serving as a military police officer in Iraq
and Afghanistan.

10TH ANNUAL FALLEN AND WOUNDED
SOLDIERS FUND DINNER AUCTION
When: 5 p.m. Saturday, April 25.
Where: MGM Grand Ballroom in Detroit.
Why: Raises money for Fallen and W ounded

Soldiers Fund, an
all-volunteer nonprofit organization that helps Michigan
veterans unable to w ork because of injuries suffered in the
Iraq and Afghanistan campaigns.
Tickets: $150 each. To order, visit fwsf2015.eventzilla.net.

5TH ANNUAL GUNS AND HOSES CHARITY
HOCKEY GAME
When: 7:30 p.m. Saturday, April 18.
Where: Lindell Ice Arena, Royal Oak.
Why: Proceeds from the annual match

cost to the vets. The ice
time, coaching and equip
ment are provided
through donations.
“I found being in a
team sport — especially
hockey being so fastpaced and the competi
tion can be rough — is
very similar to being in
the military,” he said. “I
figured it’s helping me; it
sure can help other peo
ple too.”
“The camaraderie we
have on the ice, in the
locker room and off the
ice, that brotherhood that
we had in the military is
still very alive in this
program.”
While looking for oth
er disabled veterans like

himself to play hockey
last year, Krajewski
stumbled across the Fall
en and Wounded Soldiers
Fund. It was only recent
ly that he asked for fi
nancial help from the
fund. “I found myself in a
little bit of a struggle,” he
said. “Instead of doing
the easy thing and taking
on more debt, I reached
out for help.”
Now the fund is also
helping the Warriors
Hockey Program, which
does community service
projects, said Fallen and
Wounded Soldiers Fund
executive director Lynn
Phillips. “We are working
with him on a Vets Help
ing Vets initiative where

between the Royal Oak
Police and Fire departments will be donated to the Michigan
Warriors Flockey Program this year.
Tickets: $10, available at the door.
Contact Pat Stanton at royaloakgunsandhoses@gmail.com for
more information.

FWSF covers the materi
als and he and the hockey
team do repairs for dis
abled vets for free.”
Phillips said FWSF has
provided money for
small projects, but it
wants to do more. “It is a
win-win — the FWSF
saves on labor costs and
we know the job is done
properly.”

FWSF fundraiser
The Fallen and Wound
ed Soldiers Fund has two
major fundraisers a year:
a dinner and a golf out
ing. The dinner, the 10th
annual, is at 5 p.m. Sat
urday, April 25, at the
MGM Grand Ballroom in
Detroit. The speaker is

Robert O’Neil, former
member of Seal Team
Six. Tickets are $150 each
and include a silent and
live auction and enter
tainment and dancing
with the Jerry Ross
Band. Tickets can be
purchased online at
fwsf2015.eventzilla.net.
In 2013, the fund dis
tributed $287,750 to dis
abled veterans, including
$91,851 for housing,
$74,355 for transporta
tion and $55,984 for util
ities.
Krajewski said the
Fallen and Wounded
Soldiers Fund kept him

from falling behind on
his property taxes, and
possibly losing his house.
“It’s meant everything,”
he said of the financial
assistance he received.
For more information
on the FWSF, visit
FWSF.org
For more information
on the Warriors Hockey
Program, visit Michigan
Warriors Hockey on
Facebook or email
michiganwarriorshockey
@gmail.com
ksmith@hometownlife.com
248-309-7524
Twitter: @KarenS87

Conference addresses baby boomer dilemma: What’s next?
Oak Pointe Church
will host a baby boomer
conference from 9 a.m.
to 1 p.m. Saturday, April
18, in conjunction with
the city of Novi and other
surrounding communi
ties.
Boomer UniversityDream Again will have
something to offer all
baby boomers, including
live music with Michael
King and The Boomer
Band and Ken Calvert of
WCSX-FM (98.7) and

D olls & Bears

former Detroit Pistons
PA announcer.
Chuck Gaidica from
Oak Pointe Church will
lead the conference and
share a bit of his story
and encourage other
boomers in transition or
thinking about transition
to dream again. The con
ference promises to be
inspirational, informa
tional, helpful and enter
taining.
Various speakers will
share their own baby

oh my...

Save 20-50% On Favorite Brands & Styles
Huge Selection
O f Steiff Bears
& Animals...
Over 150 Style

t-

Sale Ends
301/15

Favorite Friends
American Girl Type
18" Dolls & Fashions
and Much More!
T h e O o ll H o s p ita l & T o y S o ld ie r S h o p

i

Promos at DollHospital.com

3947 W. 12 Mile, Berkley 248-543-3115 Mon-Sat 10-5:30, Thur 10-8:30

A rthritis Today
J oseph J. Weiss , M.D.
R heumatology

boomer stories, how to
transition in life and how
to re-fire when life
changes or it gets
changed for you.
How to move life from
Success to Significance
will be the main topic
presented by keynote
speaker Rhonda Kehlbeck from The Half Time
Institute in Dallas, Texas.
Each attendee will
receive a complimentary
copy of the book Half
Time, Moving Life from
Success to Significance.
For fun there will be
muscle cars and cool
motorcycles on display,
lots of free coffee and
grab-and-go snacks.
There will be plenty of
parking and friendly
faces.
The first part of the
conference brings in live
music, videos and the
nationally recognized
speakers: Craig DeRoche, executive direc
tor of Justice Fellowship;
Bob Shirock, senior pas
tor at Oak Pointe; Gaid
ica, pastor of Outreach at

DETAILS

~~7~.

Oak Pointe Church is locat
ed 50200 W. 10 Mile, in Novi.
Tickets are $10 and are avail
able online at
ww w .oakpointe.org; seating
is limited. For more informa
tion, go to ww w.oakpointe.org or call 248-912-0043.
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Baby Boomers
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Oak Pointe: Robert
Werntz from Mission
Next; and Blaine Denni
son on money issues.
All of the speakers
will address the question
of “What could be next
for me” and will also
discuss the milestones of
reaching the halftime
part of life. These mile
stones include issues of
the heart and soul, fi
nancial planning, health
screenings and many
more life issues. The goal
of this conference is to
help baby boomers make

a...*.

a plan for their transition
from success to signif
icance.
The rest of the confer
ence will provide attend
ees with a free medical
health fair with free
health screenings and
dozens of info-tables set
up to encourage and help
guide boomers to think
or dream about what’s
next in life; how to
change careers; where to
volunteer locally and
beyond; learn to fly an
airplane; strengthen
their marriage; and

where to travel with a
purpose.
There is more after
the conference, too. Each
Tuesday night for six
weeks, starting May 5, at
Oak Pointe Church, Gaid
ica will lead additional
sessions along with addi
tional speakers and Oak
Pointe staffers who will
continue to encourage
and guide boomers to
plan for and dream about
their future. A book
study of the Half Time
will be included each
week. Everyone who
attends the main confer
ence and/or the addition
al sessions will help de
sign a new “baby boomer
movement.”

18829 Farmington Road
Livonia, Michigan 48152

248-478-7860
W H A T IS A W E A K B A C K
It is not unusual for a person to see a doctor because of a “weak
back.” By that phrase patients mean that the back hurts and they
walk stooped, being told over and again to “stand straight."
People with weak backs often think that the reason for their
problem is that they have osteoporosis, causing their bones to hurt
and leaving their spine too porous to hold the weight of their body.
Flowever, the fact is that osteoporosis is silent, giving no clue
of its presence until striking with a sudden and intense pain that
announces the back is experiencing an insufficiency fracture. It is
because osteoporosis hides itself so well, that the medical community
sets the standard of a Bone Mineral Density Test for individuals at
age 65.
Nor is a weak back the result of poorly conditioned back muscles.
The musculature of the back consists of groups of muscles that in
part lay over each other and in part cross hatch in bundles like the
weave of a wicker basket. Weakness of all these muscles is unlikely
and strengthening any muscle set is difficult.
What causes a weak back is rarely due to impairment of the bones
and discs of the spine or deficits in the vertebral musculature. The
most common cause is spinal cord impingement, either of the cord
itself as in spinal stenosis or of the nerve roots coming off the spine
as in sciatica. Impingement to the cord or nerve root causes pain;
the stooped posture is an effort by the body to find a position that
lessens that impingement.
^ The doctor’s work is to find ways to end that problem. LOJm02Me31j
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BRING In a non-perishable Food Item
for our Gleaners Easter Food Drive and
recalve 20% off any tanning package!
(cannot be com bined w ith any other offer)

SPECIALS AVAILABLE Now through April 30th

BUY 5
tanning visits

G ET 2 FREE
. In-store

$39.99
A

M ONTH

UNLIMITED
M y s tic

S p ra y

T ans

specials available daily.

I CALL OR STOP IN FOR DETAILS

SPEND $50
O R M ORE
on any tanning
p a cka g e and receive

20% OFF

LOTIONS

(734) 464-1401 I 37617 5 Mile Rd. Livonia, Ml
4
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Local doctor charged in Medicaid fraud
By David Veselenak

based Livernois Family
Medical Services, P.C.,
made treatment deci
sions and wrote pre
scriptions for medica
tions without the proper
licensing.
“Medical profession
als should be the protec
tors of their patients'
care,” Attorney General
Bill Schuette said in a
statement. “We will con
tinue to aggressively
prosecute anyone at
tempting to compromise
the integrity of our
health care system at the
expense of patient safety
and taxpayer dollars.”
Livernois Family
Medical Services’ web
site states Hussain is the
president of the facility
and is involved in pri
mary care, and that he is
also a board-certified
internist.
Others charged with
other various counts in
the case include: Ali
Hazim-Fathulla Alateya,
31, of Dearborn Heights;
Jyoti Rohit Shah, 64, of
Southfield; and Xun

S ta ff W r ite r

A Livonia doctor faces
felony charges after the
attorney general’s office
said he was involved in a
Medicaid fraud scheme
with three other Metro
Detroit individuals.
Murtaza Hussain, 51,
was arraigned on four
counts of Medicaid fraud
and two counts of health
care fraud Wednesday in
Ingham County’s 54B
District Court.
The attorney general’s
office states that Hus
sain and three other
individuals engaged in a
scheme that billed the
Medicaid program and
private insurance com
panies for services that
were supposed to be
done by a physician but
were instead done by
someone without a li
cense.
In addition to evaluat
ing and diagnosing pa
tients, the state alleges
that Hussain and others,
who worked for Detroit-

Wang, 39, of Troy.
If convicted on the
charges, Hussain could
face up to four years in
prison.
Hussain and the three
others charged in the
complaint surrendered
to authorities and had a
personal bond set for
each of them. A prelimi
nary examination in the
case is scheduled to take
place at 9 a.m. April 1 in
the district court in In
gham County.
The charges were
filed after a complaint
was referred by the
Inspector General for
the Michigan Depart
ment of Community
Health.
“I would like to thank
the DCH Inspector Gen
eral’s Office for their
valuable and ongoing
assistance in bringing
these cases,” Schuette
said in the statement.
dveselenak@
hometownlife. com
734-678-6728
Twitter: QDavidVeselenak
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Wish you were here

S U B M ITTE D

A group of Madonna University students visited the Galapagos Islands (with the Observer)
during a Study Abroad trip over spring break Feb. 27-March 6. The group flew into Quito,
Ecuador, and then flew to the Galapagos Islands where they snorkeled with penguins,
visited a volcano and took their picture with land tortoises.

THE M OST IM PORTANT COMPONENT OF
HEARING AID TECHNOLOGY IS TRUST

ELDER LAW
serving the area fo r over 3 0 years

• Estate Planning
•
•
•
•

House Calls
Available

Medicaid
VA Benefits
Probate
Family Conflict

Accettura & Hurwitz
FELIX
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^

I l h U U M i i l t ) s i H\ i u ;

PREMIUM
HEARING AIDS
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25882 Orchard U ke Rd.
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w w w .cruzhearing.com
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C anton O ffice :
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F a r m i n g t o n H ills , M l

TWELVE

ST. MARY MERCY
LIVONIA

V'it'rmJ

CM

Saint Jo seph M ercy H ealth System

OAKS

WOMEN S HEALTH

1 1 :3 0 a .m . - 1 :1 5 p .m .

PRESENTATION SERIES

Featuring speakers from the Institute of Gerontology
at Wayne State University

April 14: Brain Neurobics
Learn simple —and fun —mental exercises you can do to
strengthen connections in your brain.

May 19: Improving Memory Function
Learn how little adjustments you make —from sleep to nutrition —
can have a positive affect on your memory.

July 21: Should I Stay or Should l Go?

REGISTER
NOW !

Group and personal tours will also be available.

The presentations are
free, but registration
is required. Please
call 734-655-1980.

W a lt o n w g d d

Light refreshments
will be served.

We'll help you identify the pros and cons of staying at home vs
moving to a retirement community, plus tips for downsizing!

—

T w e lv e O aks —
Redefining Retirement L ivin g ®

Dr. Makela is a member of
St. Mary Mercy Medical
Group, a group of primary
care and specialty
physicians who provide
comprehensive medical
care, health maintenance
and preventative services
to help you and your
family stay healthy.

RSV P
5 days prior to each event.

586 - 834-7514

Paul R. Makela, MD
M edical Director,
G ynecological
Robotic Surgery,
St. Mary Mercy Hospital

Upcoming Topics
in 2015:

Apr. 29: Pelvic Prolapse
May 27: Bladder Dysfunction
and Overactive Bladder
Jun. 24: Pelvic Prolapse

Cantoro Italian Market II
15550 Haggerty Rd.
Plymouth

lo g

^ j j w w w .facebo o k.co m /w a lto n w o o d se n io rliv in g
w w w W altonw ood.com
1$
»

Featured Speaker: '

5:45 p.m. - Check-in
6 p.m. - Presentation

SwE

Wayn e
UNIVERSITY

Im iH lrt* of C ./o m o lo « y

27475 Huron Circle, Novi, MI 48377

Dr. Paul Makela, gynecologist,
provides insight and education
about a host of female conditions.
Grab a friend, your sister or mom
and learn about the latest
therapies and procedures
available that may help eliminate
or reduce your symptoms or pain,
and improve your quality of life.

Mar. 25: Bladder Dysfunction and
Overactive Bladder

Seating is limited

A7

stmarymercy.org

R E M A R K A B L E M E D IC IN E .
REM A RKA B LE C A R E.
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Conservation Club holds annual NRA Foundation banquet
BySue Mason
Staff Writer

With a change of ven
ue and a late spring date,
Bob Haviland is looking
to increase the crowd for
the Western Wayne
County Conservation
Association’s annual
Friends of the NRA ban
quet at Hellenic Cultural
Center in Westland.
This is the seventh
year the organization has
put on the banquet to
benefit the NRA Founda
tion. It started at the
clubhouse on Napier
Road in Plymouth Town
ship and, after three
sellout years, moved to
Fox Hills in Plymouth
Township. The move to
Westland will allow the
club to continue to ex
pand the event and raise
more money, 50 percent
of which is returned to
the state through grants.
“We just plain out
grew Fox Hills,” said
Haviland, a member of
the WWCCA Friends of
the NRA Committee that

is putting on the event.
“They did a nice job for
us. They’re sad to see us
leave and we’re sad to go,
but we had to change to a
location that was larger.”
The banquet will be
Friday, May 1, at the
Hellenic Center, 36375
Joy, Westland. Doors
open at 5 p.m. to view
prizes and silent auction
items. Games start at 6
p.m., with a sit-down
dinner served at 7 p.m.
In addition to a live auc
tion, there will be special
drawings and door priz
es. Banquet tickets are
$40 each and include
entry in a drawing to win
a .22 caliber rifle.
Last year’s event was
held in April and, had the
club stuck with it, this
year’s banquet would
have been on Easter
weekend. That prompted
a move to May. Another
change is the sit-down
dinner, as opposed to a
buffet-style meal.
“It’ll save people
standing in line and ev
erybody will eat pretty

5-7
rc h

Am ong the activities the Western W ayne Conservation Club sponsors are Air Gun Fun Shoots.

much at the same time,”
Haviland said.
Early bird special
There club is offering
an early bird special.
Purchase tickets by Fri
day, April 10, and auto
matically be entered in a

BRING

Ml F R IE N D ! I

m°re

Parents, chat w ith our teachers
w hile enjoying a fun-filled evening
w ith your fam ily
Reservations appreciated but not required
(734) 421-7360. Ext 225 • school(« livoniastmiehael.org
www.livoniastmichael.org/snis • Look for us on Facebook!

special early bird draw
ing. There also are two
sponsor packages - the
Megashooter Dry Box
and the Super Mega
shooter Dry Box - as
well as Big Shooter and
Super Shooter packages.
Both Megashooter and
Super Megashooter pack
ages include dinner
tickets and a guarantee
of a winner of one gun
per package. The Mega
shooter package costs
$1,250 and includes four
dinner tickets, $400
worth of bucket raffle
tickets four NRA hats
and the only four tickets
in a Strum/Ruger gun
drawing. The Super
Megashooter package
costs $2,500 and includes
eight dinner tickets, $800
worth of raffle bucket
tickets, eight NRA hats
and the only eight tickets
in a Kimber gun draw
ing.
The Big Shooter pack
age allows the purchase
of $160 worth of raffle
tickets for $100 and in
cludes one ticket for the
special Big Bang Hand
gun drawing. The Super
Shooter includes $400 of
raffle tickets for $200
and three tickets for the
Big Bang Handgun
Drawing. Purchase the
packages by April 10 and
get a second package of

the same value.
Tickets must be pur
chased in advance. No
tickets will be available
at the door.
Haviland, a Livonia
resident, knows that
firearms are popular at
the banquet and is look
ing to add up to 20 as
prizes in the raffles and
drawings.
“People spend good
money for those buckets
and we want a good
item,” he said. “We’ve
found that wherever we
put out a gun, we need to
put out a big bucket.”
High Caliber Club
The banquet is the
club’s main fundraising
event for the partnership
the WWCCA formed with
the NRA Foundation in
2009. The club has
earned the foundation’s
High Caliber Club desig
nation that past three
years by raising more
than $25,000 each year.
Last year, it raised al
most $34,000. Fifty per
cent of the money raised
at Friends banquet
around Michigan is re
turned to the state to
support public shooting
programs for youth and
women and range devel
opment. The WWCCA
has received more than
$30,000 in grants.

The 50 percent that
stays at the national level
goes for programs like
the NRA Foundation’s
Shield Our Schools pro
gram, in which matching
funds are provided to
help fund security im
provements like locks
and camera at schools.
“That’s a marvelous
benefit that’s come out of
this partnership,” Havi
land said. “It’s those
shootings in schools we
want to stop. We know
it’s not some crazy with a
crazy gun doing it. It’s
some crazy that’s just
crazy.”
The WWCCA was
organized in 1937 in
Westland and moved to
its current location - 80
acres of land at Napier
Road in Plymouth Town
ship - in 1965. Its mem
bers hail from Wayne
County communities
such as Plymouth, Can
ton, Livonia, Westland
and Redford and as far
away as St. Clair Shores
and the Grosse Pointes.
The club also attracts
shooting enthusiasts
from Farmington, South
Lyon, Northville, Novi
and Milford.
For more information
about tickets, contact
Nancy Garneau at 734259-3341 or Haviland at
734-516-7921.

LO-0000235910

The Henry Ford Medical Center in Livonia

t
SA N CTU A R Y AT
t* . V ILLA MARIE

Health &
W ellness Fair
Thursday, March 26
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m .

♦

r

Blood pressure checks, blood
sugar checks, hearing screening
and other health-related services
for FREE. Attendees will be
entered into a drawing!

SANCTUARY AT VILLA MARIE
A Trinity Senior Living Community
E very L ife is Sacred

15131 N e w b u rgh
Livo n ia, Ml 48154

OUR GUESTS INCLUDE:

• Med Rehab
• Dr. Wexler- Podiatrist
• Home Instead
• Critical Signal Technologies
• St. Mary Mercy Hospital
• And more!

Call
(734) 464-9494 ext. 2
to register fo r
th is FREE Event!

IS NOW ACCEPTING
NEW PATIENTS.
TOGETHER, WE CAN MAKE CARE CONVENIENT.
Need a primaiy care physician? The Henry Ford Medical
Group is committed to improving your family’s health. That
means we’re always working to get you the best access to the
best doctors. We’ve got you covered with:
• A single phone number (1-800-HENRYF0RD)
• Convenient same-day appointments
• Nurse On-Call medical phone advice
• Henry Ford MyChart offering
- Easy online appointment scheduling
— Review lab and test results online
— Message your doctor online
- Renew your prescriptions online

NOTICE OF LAST DAY OF REGISTRATION
FOR THE ELECTION TO BE HELD MAY 5, 2015
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF REDFORD
WAYNE COUNTY, STATE OF MICHIGAN
To th e qualified Electors o f the Charter Township of Redford:
Please take notice th a t an election will be held in the Charter Township of Redford on
Tuesday, May 5, 2015. The last day to register to vote in the election is Monday,
April 6, 2015. Persons residing in the Charter Township of Redford registered
after the deadline w ill not be eligib le to vote at the election. Voters may register
by mail using a mail-in voter registration form, in person at any Secretary of State branch
office or at the Clerk’s office for the Charter Township of Redford located in the Redford
Township Hall, 15145 Beech Daly, Redford, MI 48239, phone (313) 387-2650, during the
hours of 8:30 am to 4:30 pm, Monday thru Friday.
The follow ing proposal shall be subm itted to the qualified electors of the Charter
Township of Redford at the Election to be held on Tuesday, May 5,2015:

OPEN ENROLLMENT TIME?
Choose the best. Choose a Henry Ford doctor.

ANGELO PATSALIS, M.D.

Family Medicine
29200 Schoolcraft Rd.
Livonia, MI 48150

A proposal to amend the State Constitution to increase the sales/use tax
from 6% to 7% to replace and supplem ent reduced revenue to the School Aid
Fund and local units o f governm ent caused by the elim ination of the sales/
use tax on gasoline and diesel fuel for vehicles operating on public roads, and
to give effect to law s that provide additional money for roads and other
transportation purposes by increasing the gas tax and vehicle registration fees.
Full text of the ballot proposal may be obtained at the Redford Township Clerk’s office, 15145
Beech Daly, Redford, MI 48239, phone (313) 387-2650, Monday thru Friday between the hours
of 8:30 am and 4:30 pm. or on the Township website at www.redfordtwp.com/clerk-election.php.

HENRY FORD
MEDICAL CENTERS

Persons entitled to be registered voters in th e Charter Township of Redford must
possess the following qualifications on or before the day of the election: (1) a citizen of the
United States; (2) not less than 18 years of age; and (3) a resident of the State of Michigan
and Redford Township for not less than 30 days prior to the election (MCL 168.4979),
GARTH J. CHRISTIE, CLERK
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF REDFORD

To learn more or to make an appointment, visit henryford.com/siwtcday or
call / -800-HENRYT0RD.

Persons with special needs as defined by the Americans with Disabilities Act should contact
the Clerk’s office (313) 387-2650.
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Lottery winner buys ticket from his own store in Livonia
Cliff Yaldo didn’t have
to go far to buy his win
ning lottery ticket, which
will pay out $25,000 a
year to him for the rest
of his life.
The 26-year-old
bought his Lucky For
Life ticket from Livonia
Liquor Shop in Livonia,
the store his family has
owned and operated for
the past 11 years.
“As a family business,
we all work very hard at
the store and do a lot of
Lottery business,” Yaldo
said. “All three of my
brothers and my parents
were very excited for
me when I won.”
Yaldo credits the
store’s customers with
alerting him that he
might be the big winner.
“On Friday, players
were coming in and tell
ing us that the store had
sold a winning Lucky
For Life ticket,” Yaldo
said. “I never in a million
years expected it to be
mine. I checked my
ticket when I got home
and went crazy. It’s such
a surreal feeling to have

■
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Cliff Yaldo, 26, bought his Lucky For Life ticket from Livonia Liquor Shop in Livonia, the store his family has owned and operated
for the past 11 years.

won.”
Yaldo will receive
payments of $25,000
annually for 20 years or
for life, whichever is
greater. He could have
chosen a one-time lump

sum cash payment of
$390,000.
He matched the five
white balls drawn —
08-28-35-38-45 — in the
March 12 Lucky For Life
drawing to win his big

prize.
A West Bloomfield
resident, Yaldo plans to
use his winnings to take
a trip and start saving
for a wedding and pos
sibly a new home.

He described winning
$25,000 a year for life as
“the biggest relief of my
life” when he visited
Lottery headquarters to
collect his prize.
“Knowing I have

Emergency funds are important elements for investing
Q: Dear Rick: I'm in
my mid 50s and recent
ly divorced. I was mar
ried for over 25 years
and the divorce was
pretty contentious. In
addition to alimony,
which I will receive for
the next 10 years, I also
received $500,000 in
cash. I eventually want
to hire someone to
help manage my mon
ey, but before I do that
I want to know what
you would recommend
for an emergency fund.
I was planning to set
aside 20 percent of the
$500,000. Is that too
little or too much?
A: I love the fact that
before you consider
investing your money
you are establishing an
emergency fund. Emer
gency funds are ex

tremely important and I
recommend that all in
vestors have one.
An emergency fund is
important because it
protects your portfolio.
After all, if 100 percent
of your money was in
vested and an emergen
cy occurred and you
needed resources, you
could be forced to sell at
the wrong time. Having
an emergency fund al
lows you to be in control
of your resources, pro
tecting you through mar
ket volatility.
Establishing an emer
gency fund of money is

not based on a percent of
your portfolio but rather,
on your living expenses.
Determine what it
costs you to live a month
— not what it costs you
to exist, but what it actu
ally costs you to live. All
too often when people
calculate their living
expenses they forget to
factor things such as
vacations, holiday gifts
and other things that
happen a few times a
year. It is important that
you do take those items
into consideration be
cause it is part of your
lifestyle.
Once you have deter
mined what it costs you
to live a month, set aside
three to six months of
living expenses for an
emergency fund. For
someone who is more on

the conservative side,
six months of living
expenses should be suffi
cient for an emergency
fund. On the other hand,
for an aggressive in
vestor, a three-month
emergency fund may be
appropriate.
Knowing what it costs
to live a month not only
helps you establish your
emergency fund but it
will also help you deter
mine how to invest. For
example, if alimony is
the only source of in
come for the next 10
years, you need to know
if it covers your living
expenses. If alimony
covers your living ex
penses, you could afford
to look long term with
regard to investments.
Knowing monthly
living expenses is also

$25,000 coming each
year is just such a relief.
It’s hard to put into
words what it means for
me and my family, but it
takes so much stress off
my shoulders,” Yaldo
said.
The Yaldo’s family
business, at 28225 Five
Mile Road, will receive a
$2,000 bonus commission
for selling the winning
ticket and that money
will be invested into the
business, Yaldo said.
“Our store is well
known in the area for
carrying plenty of Michi
gan wine and craft beer
products,” Yaldo said.
“Word of our store sell
ing a big winning ticket
traveled fast, and we’ve
had more people playing
Lucky For Life at our
store than ever before.”
Lucky For Life gives
Lottery players a chance
to win prizes ranging
from $3 to a lifetime of
cash.
Paid N ew s H ealth A dvertisem ent

One Of The Most Effective
Pain Relievers In The World
Is Now Being Released To
The United States
Doctors Never Thought They’d
Find The Answer To Joint Pain

important for retirement
planning. Whenever I am
asked, “can I afford to
retire?” my first ques
tion is “what does it cost
you to live a month?”
One last note. When
you do eventually hire
someone to manage your
money, make sure to ask
questions, including how
they charge. If they
don’t want to talk about
fees and costs, then you
know you’re dealing with
the wrong financial ad
visor.
Good luck.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial advisor. His website is
bloomassetmanagement.com.
If you would like him to
respond to your questions,
please email rick@bloomasset
management.com.

Australia is now releasing the #1
all-natural pain-relieving product in
the world to the United States. Experts
agree that Americans are now ready for
this amazing pain reliever and are in
desperate need for something natural
with no side effects that they can use on
a daily basis.
The reason this pain reliever has
only been used in Australia thus far is
because the ingredients it contains can
only be found in that country.
Currently known as Outback Pain
Relief, this amazing new product is the
top seller in Australia in over 4,000
pharmacies. Out of 20 million people
in Australia, this is what they choose
for pain relief.
Outback Pain Relief has been in
the market for almost 10 years now
and was created after 50 years of in
depth knowledge of essential oils. This
pain reliever is so safe, you can use it
to help get rid of your pain each and
every day... and if needed, several times
a day. In fact, clinical trials prove new
Outback Pain Relief works for all types
of muscle and joint pain.
You can find Outback Pain Relief
at a fine pharmacy or retailer near you.
Or call 1-877-581-1502. Call now as
supplies are limited.
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Grillin’ & Chillin’
0

Getting Readyfor Spring!

at Bill and Rod’s Appliance

March 19th through April 4th
Bring in ANY Grill/ANY Condition
and....

R E C E IV E

$ 1 0 0 T R A D E -IN
to put toward the purchase
of a Napoleon Grill.
Special rebates on select models and
zero percent financing for one full year.
See store for details

WHS

C-

MAYTAG

CU LINAR Y A M B IT IO N

0% APR
RECEIVE UPTOA

KitchenAid

up to 60
months
or as low as

RECEIVE UP T O A

p e r m o n th

ii

MASTERCARD’ PREPAID CARD BY MAIL

for 60 months on
your iComfort
Credit Card total
payment of $4500

MASTERCARD® PREPAID CARD

BY MAIL WHEN YOU
PURCHASE SELECT
KITCHENAID® APPLIANCES:

when you purchase select Maytag*
appliances.
Otter valid March

11-22,2015

OFFER VALID 03/01/2015 THRU 06/30/2015

>

&Rod's

APPLIANCES & MATTRESSES

jr Honest and dependable

Visit us on Facebook

Quality Factory Trained Technicians
www.billandrodsappliance.com

Since 1965

SALES' SERVICE. PARTS

734-425-5040

Whirlpool

Sign up to receive notification of upcoming events!

15870 Middlebelt Road

SOURCE
YOUB

NllOMBOANOOy

North of Five Mile • Livonia
■ 2013

UPER

DISCOVER

ERVICE
FOR THE WAY IT'S MADE:
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A new eye in the sky for law enforcement
By Lisa Roose-Church
M ic h ig a n .c o m

SEE THE DRONE
ONLINE

The Michigan State
Police has a new eye in
the sky as it begins using
a drone to enhance law
enforcement efforts.
State police pilots
provided media a demon
stration of its Unmanned
Aircraft System (UAS) —
an Aeryon SkyRanger,
more commonly called a
drone — at the depart
ment’s Precision Driving
Unit track on Canal Road
in Lansing.
Sgt. Matt Rogers flew
the drone over a simulat
ed crash on the test track
while Sgt. Jerry King
stood by as the safety
officer.
“It can be frightening
to people,” Chief Pilot Lt.
Patrick Lawrence said,
acknowledging the pub
lic’s concern about priva
cy with the use of drones.
“We know it has the
potential to improve the
services we provide to
our fellow officers ... and
also to provide better
service to the citizens of
the state,” he added.
State police has al
ready flown its first mis
sion with the drone when
it flew over a suspected
arson fire in Jenison.
Rogers said the drone
also could have benefited
investigators at the mas
sive tanker fire on In
terstate 94 in Dearborn
last week because it can
hover over a potentially
hazardous scene and
capture it in picture and
video.
Lawrence said those
images would then be
“seamed together to get
one continuous” pho
tograph that could assist
investigators at hazard
ous-material scenes, in
search-and-rescue ef
forts, or crime and crash
investigations.

drone for public safety
efforts. The authoriza
tion allows the state po
lice’s Aviation Unit to
support requests for
service from any law
enforcement agency
within the state.
First Lt. Christopher
Bush, field support avia
tion commander for the
state police, said the
unit’s No. 1 goal is trans
parency in how the de
partment will use the
device and safety.
Lawrence, who served
30 years as a pilot with
the National Guard, said
the device will only be
flown in law enforcement
situations, and a chain of
command will determine
the legitimacy of re
quests for the drone’s
use.
“We are only going to
be flying this device for
law enforcement purpos
es,” he said. “Any air
craft going over your
house can be capturing
you.”
Inspector Matt Bolger
with the department’s
special-operations divi
sion noted that depart
ment officials consulted
with the American Civil
Liberties Union, or
ACLU, to address any
potential privacy con
cerns for the public, and
policy developed through
that collaboration re
quires video not related
to the specific investiga
tion be “discarded or
destroyed in a timely
fashion.”

Federal approval

Safety measures

The state police is the
first law enforcement
agency to receive Feder
al Aviation Administra
tion approval to use the

The state police’s
policy also calls for the
device to remain below
400 feet and always be
within the sight of the

Visit an online photo
gallery and video of the
drone being used by the
Michigan State Police at
hometownlife.com.
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The MSP's Aeryon SkyRanger Unmaned Aircraft System, commonly known as a drone, sits on the MSP Training Academy's
training lot after a demonstration of it's capabilities in front of area media on W ednesday afternoon.

crew. The two-person
crew includes a pilot and
a safety observer. Both
crew members are certi
fied pilots with the state
police.
The pilot operates the
drone with a tablet that
uses a Global Positioning
System that includes
programmable variables,
such as boundaries set by
altitude and longitude.
When the pilot touches
the tablet with a stylus,
the drone will hover over
that spot identified on the
tablet.
The device, which was
funded through a
$160,000 federal grant,
has added safety fea
tures, including when the
battery is low or loses its
link, the drone will auto
matically return to pre
vent crashes. It also oper
ates in temperatures
ranging between minus
22 degrees to 122 de
grees.
When asked whether
use of the drone required
a search warrant, Law
rence said it depended on

■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■■

MSP Sgt. Matt Rogers (right) flies the Aeryon SkyRanger during a demo Wednesday afternoon
at the MSP Training Academy in Dimondale. Pilot Sgt. Jerry King looks over Rogers' shoulder.

the circumstances of
investigation.
“It has the same re
quirements as our
manned aircraft,” he
explained. “If there’s no
search warrant required,
it won’t be required; but
if a search warrant is

required, then it’s re
quired.”
So far, the state police
has purchased only one
drone to see if it meets
law enforcement’s ex
pected needs. Where the
department goes, howev
er, depends on the times,

Bush said.
“We’re going to be
taking baby steps be
cause it’s new technol
ogy,” he said.
Lisa Roose-Church is a
Livingston Daily reporter.
Irchurch@gannett.com

SUCCESS IS A SPECTRUM P arent
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C o n fe re n ce

^ y . Autism Alliance
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Michigan

Friday, April 17, 2015 / 8:00 A M -3:00 PM
Wayne County Community College District
Western Campus, Belleville, Ml
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FREE
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I I HEARING AIDS AS LOW AS

I

PACKAGE OF HEARING 1
AID BATTERIES
I
B rin g th is c o u p o n w i t h y o u t o y o u r lo ca l
H e a r liS A c e n te r. O ffe r e x p ire s 3 /3 1 /1 5 .

Over 25 Breakout Topics
by M ic h ig a n ’s E x ce p tio n a l A u tism P ro fe ssio n a ls.
Le a rn m ore and re g iste r at:
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N o t v alid w ith a n y o th e r o ffe r o r
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Tickets $50. Need based scholarships available.
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60-DAY TRIAL ON
ALL HEARING AIDS

REGISTER BY MARCH 23RD TO BE ENTERED
IN A DRAWING TO WIN AN IPAD MINI.

FREE
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CRYSTAL CREEK
Ask us about special offers for Ford, GM and Chrysler members.

Helping friends and neighbors in Michigan
hear better for over 27 years.
Call toll free today

855-236-8306

We care for and about our residents
and their families.
O ur sta ff is professionally trained an d able to provide the support and care
tita tyo u r loved one needs, all while providing a secure lifestyle.

America's Mast Trusted Name in Hearing Care.

31160 Five Mile Road, Livonia • 3660 Rochester Road, Troy
30045 Harper Ave., Suite B, St. Clair Shores
31000 Lahser Road, Suite #5 2nd floor, Beverly Hills

r

•Contained outdoor courtyard
•Housekeeping/laundry
• Beauty/barber shop
•Variety of activities and programs
•State Licensed
• Nurse on site
•Secure facility

Call us fo r an a p p o in tm e n t to d ay

28 Locations in Michigan
Matthew L. Christy, Au.D., Licensed
Hearing Aid Dispenser #3501003413

•Relaxed, caring atmosphere
•Spacious studio-styled suites
•Accommodations for couples
•Handicap accessible suites
•24-hour staff physician services
•Daily medication management
•Memory care

www.hearusa.com
© 2015 HearUSA, All Rights Reserved.

t

734-453-3203
8121 N orth Lille y Rd.* Can to n , Ml 48187 • w w w .crystalcreekassistedliving.com
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Police crackdown focuses on tourney time
Fans excited for the
National Collegiate Ath
letic Association men’s
and women’s basketball
tournaments are remind
ed to enjoy the madness
with a designated driver
otherwise they will foul
out as police step up
impaired driving patrols.
Law enforcement
officers from police
departments, sheriff’s
offices and the Michigan
State Police in 26 coun
ties are taking part in the
Drive Sober or Get
Pulled Over campaign
through April 7. This
time period includes the
NCAA tournament, many
high school and college
spring break periods.
To help promote driv-

ing safety, the Michigan
Office of Highway Safe
ty Planning is partnering
with the Michigan Li
censed Beverage Associ
ation to distribute bas
ketball-themed drink
coasters with a desig
nated driver-related
message. Patrons at
more than 1,100 MLBA
member locations will
use the coasters as they
root for their favorite
teams.
“You don’t need to be
a star basketball player
to make a nice assist this
tournament,” Michael L.
Prince, OHSP director,
stated in a release. “Just
remember to pass the
keys and make the right
choices about getting

home safely because law
enforcement officers are
experts at stopping and
arresting drunk drivers.”
In 2014, 2,279 people
in Michigan were arrest
ed for drunken driving
during the NCAA tourna
ment time period. Of
those, 691 were charged
under the state’s high
blood-alcohol content law
with BACs of .17 or high
er. More than 450 of
those arrests were made
by grant-funded law
enforcement agencies
during last year’s
stepped up drunk driving
patrols.
OHSP is coordinating
the enforcement effort
which is supported with
federal funds. Extra

patrols are planned in
Allegan, Berrien, Cal
houn, Chippewa, Delta,
Eaton, Genesee, Grand
Traverse, Houghton,
Ingham, Jackson, Kala
mazoo, Kent, Livingston,
Macomb, Marquette,
Monroe, Muskegon, Oak
land, Ottawa, Saginaw,
St. Clair, Van Buren,
Washtenaw, Wayne and
Wexford counties.
In Michigan, it is ille
gal to drive with a BAC
of .08 or higher, although
motorists can be arrest
ed at any BAC level if an
officer believes they are
impaired. Motorists face
enhanced penalties if
arrested for a first-time
drunk driving offense
with a .17 BAC or higher.

4-part series focuses on retirement planning
Future retirees can
learn about life before,
during and after retire
ment in attorney Gary F.
Allen’s Retirement Plan
ning Series that will be
offered on Mondays,
March 23-April 13, at
Northville Community
Center, 303 W. Main St.,
Northville.
The series, based on
four distinct topics, will
be presented at 10 a.m.
and 6:30 p.m. They are
designed to cover key
areas focusing on before,
during and after retire-

ment.
For 13 years, Allen has
been presenting semi
nars with the goal of
educating and arming
individuals with the
knowledge to plan for
their retirement effec
tively.
The Estate Planning
seminar covers how to
protect you and your
estate, including the use
of wills, trusts and pow
ers of attorney.
The Outliving Your
Assets seminar identifies
that three out of four

people will need long
term care in the future;
you will learn the differ
ent types and how to pay
for it via insurance, VA
benefits, Medicaid or
assets.
The Retirement Ac
counts seminar explains
the complex regulations
and taxes imposed on
IRAs and other retire
ment accounts, and how
to avoid penalties.
The Taxes seminar
will focus on understand
ing income tax, estate
tax, inheritance tax and

gift tax implications in an
estate plan.
The seminar is free.
Advance registration is
required.
Call the Northville
Community Center at
248-349-4140 between 10
a.m. and 4 p.m. Indicate
if you prefer the morning
or evening session.
For more information,
go online to www.retire
mentprotection
strategies.com or
www.gfalawfirm.com,
and on Facebook at Allen
Elder Law.

Wayne County Conservation District holds annual tree sale
The Wayne County
Conservation District is
offering great prices on
trees as part of its annual
tree sale.
Formed in 1969, the
Wayne County Conserva
tion District works with
residents to address
conservation issues relat
ed to soil, water, air,
plants, wetland and wild
life habitat preservation
and improvement and
environmental quality
concerns.
This year’s tree sale

will feature varieties of
maples, oaks, black cher
ry, hybrid poplar (new),
conifers, native trees to
attract birds and wildlife
and fruit trees — honeycrisp and other apples,
plums, peaches, pears
and cherries.
Prices are for orders
from 10 to 100 for conifer
seedlings and transplants
and small trees and
shrubs. Fruit trees are
5-7 feet tall and individ
ually priced.
Due to the cold weath-

er or seed quality, there
may be limited quantities
of some offerings.
The deadline for or
dering is Friday, March
27.
For more information
or to order, go to waynecd.org or call 313- 4180700.
Tree pickup will be
from noon to 6 p.m. Fri
day, April 17, or Friday,
April 24, if ground is still

frozen. Fruit tree pickup
will be April 24.
Pickup will be at the
barn at the RESA/MSU
Extension, at 5454 Venoy,
north of Van Born, in
Wayne. Special pickup
arrangements also can be
made.
For more information,
call the conservation
district at 313-418-0700 or
email waynecd2005@
yahoo.com.

The Michigan Senate
passed Senate Bill 84 on
Wednesday to create a
“Choose Life” specialty
license plate for Michi
gan motorists, said bill
sponsor Sen. Patrick
Colbeck.
Un
der the
mea
sure,
funds
raised
from
the sale
Colbeck
of the
plates
would go to support
organizations and pro
jects that promote abor
tion alternatives.
“With this legisla
tion, our citizens will
have the ability to
choose to support ser
vices on behalf of some
of the most vulnerable
members of our society
— women facing un
planned pregnancies
and their unborn ba
bies,” said Colbeck,
R-Canton.
“The passage of SB
84 would provide the
mother, the baby and
those who look after

F IS H E R
FU NER AL H O M E

MICHAEL J. FISHER
Manager & Owner
TRADITIONAL SERVICE
WITH BURIAL

BASIC CREMATION
in c lu d e s c re m a tio n process
a n d c o u n ty p e rm it

$695*
*$795 fo r M a co m b
& W a sh te n a w C o u n tie s

For Details Call

877-FKC-8777

$3200
W e c a n c u s to m iz e a p a c k a g e
to m e e t y o u r n e e d s .

/^ a c c e s s

• In s u ra n c e a s s ig n m e n t ac ce p te d
• S ta te a s sis ta n c e (D H S) w e lc o m e d

WIRELESS,

IP *
FlREKEEPERS
C A S I N O •HOTEL
BATTLE

A government-funded Lifeline Assistance Program.

CREEK

F ire K e e p e rs C a s in o .c o m

24501 Five M ile R oad • R ed fo rd

If you bet more than you can afford to lose.

iHn:

SCHNEIDER IS HIRING
TRUCK DRIVERS!

™

you ve got a problem. Call 1-800-270-7117

Im

for free, confidential help

Experienced drivers, new C la ss A C D L holders and
qualified candidates)
UPTD $7,500 SIGN-ON BONUS MAYAPPUf
EARN UPTO $82,500/YEAR

DEDICATED, INTERMODAL, TANKER AND TEAM
OPPORTUNITIES | NEW DEDICATED BUSINESS
Paid orientation, training and vacation
Medical, dental and vision insurance | 401 (k) with company match

,

Applyrschneideijobs.com/newjobs | More Info: 800-44-PRIDE

A im

L
, Inc.

Under New Management

NOW HIRING
OTR ~ 0/0 ~ TEAM

DRIVERS

• Paid Vacation
■ Paid Miles Loaded & Empty
• Intermediate Stop Pay
■ Family Owned & Operated
■On-Site Maintenance
■24 Hour On-Call Maintenance

Call Angela
8 0 0 - 5 4 8 -9 7 8 3

1-94 to Exit 104
11177 M ichigan Avenue
Battle Creek, Michigan 4 90 14
MUST BE 21.
LQ-0000234452______

________ _

The following vehicles have been deemed abandoned in the Township of Redford by the Redford Township Police Department
and are to be sold, as is, at open auction on Saturday, the 28th day of March, 2015, at North Redford Towing, 25215 Glendale,
Redford, MI 48239. Vehicles can be viewed on the auction date. Registered owners will be allowed to pick up their vehicles
prior to the start of the auction. Check www.nrtowing.com for the current list.
2000
CHEVROLET
4D
FORFEITURE
1
1G1NE52J9Y6327279
MALIBU
1403088
2007
FORD
4D
FORFEITURE
1FAHP34N07W260014
FOCUS
1407539
2
1999
CHEVROLET
2D
2G1WW12M6X9162917
MONTECARLO
ACCIDENT
1500168
3
2005
PONTIAC
4D
GRAND PRIX
2G2WP522251135899
ACCIDENT
1500652
4
2013
2003
2002
1999

CHRYSLER
CHEVROLET
SATURN
FORD

4D
2D
4D
SW

1C3CCBAG8DN728402
2G1WX12K739126546
1G8ZK52792Z237734
1FMZU34E1XU34147

200
MONTECARLO

2003

CHEVROLET

sw

1997

PONTIAC

2D

1999
1999
1999
2005

DODGE
MERCURY
PONTIAC
CHEVROLET

2004
1999
2002
1998
2002
2001
2004

1500745
1500824
1500957
1500989

5
6
7

EXPLORER

ARREST
FIRE
ABANDONED
ARREST

1GNDT13S832368129

TRAILBLAZE

ABANDONED

1501012

9

1G2WP12K3VF245846

GRAND PRIX

PU
2D
4D
4D

1B7GL22X0XS285227
1ZWFT61L7X5677307
1G2NE52T7XM927340
2G1WF52E759325054

DAKOTA
COUGAR
GRAND AM
IMPALA

ABANDONED
ABANDONED
ABANDONED
ABANDONED
ABANDONED

1501025
1501060
1501114
1501118
1501151

10
11
12
13
14

KIA

4D

KNAFE121245033501

SPECTRA

ABANDONED

1501174

15

FORD
OLDSMOBILE
CHEVROLET
CHEVROLET

4D
4D
sw
4D

TAURUS
INTRIGUE
EXPRESS
MALIBU

ABANDONED
ABANDONED
ABANDONED
ABANDONED

1501180
1501182
1501183
1501188

16
17
18
19

CHEVROLET

4D

1FAFP53U6XG215178
1G2WH52H82F171825
1GNFG15R6W1059096
1G1ND52J32M649079
1G1JC524917203432

CAVALIER

ARREST

1501191

20

DODGE

4D

1B3EL36XX4N380042

ABANDONED

2002
1997
2000
1994
2003

JAGUAR
DODGE
GMC
MERCURY
CHEVROLET

4D
2D
sw
4D

SAJDA03N42FM36874
4B3AU52N3VE193169
1GKDT13W5Y2302600
2MELM74W6RX697812

STRATUS
STYPE
AVENGER
JIMMY
GRAND MARQUIS

ABANDONED
ABANDONED
ARREST
ABANDONED

1501209
1501228
1501242
1501247
1501257

21
22
23
24
25

4D

1G1ND52J23M568222

MALIBU

ABANDONED

1501266

26

2003

CHEVROLET

SW

2009
1999
2001
1997

DODGE
CHRYSLER
DODGE
FORD

SW
4D
4D
2D

1GNDX13E43D303099
3D4GG57V99T177786
2C3HE66G2XH612920
1B3ES46C61D244840

VENTURE
JOURNEY
300
NEON

ABANDONED
FIRE
ABANDONED
ACCIDENT

1501359
1501379
1501390
1501466

27
28
29
30

1FALP42XXVF130288

MUSTANG

ABANDONED

1501505

31

2004

OLDSMOBILE

4D

1G3NL52F84C125425

ALERO

ABANDONED

1501522

32

2000

GMC
JAGUAR

SW

1GKDT13W2Y2402377

JIMMY

ABANDONED

1501593

33

2002

MICHIGAN PRESS ASSOCIATION

B e tw e e n B eech D aly a n d T e leg ra p h

LO -0000230157

AT140306

owner-operators should apply ($6,000 tuition reimbursement for

■ Rider Program
• Direct Deposit

• Family Reunions
• Fundraisers
• Red Hat Society Trips
• Service Club Outings
• Tour Groups
• And much more!

in c lu d e s cask et facade,
v ie w in g & service

Call 1-888-900-3149 to apply today!

• 40 NEW FREIGHTLINERS & Late Model Volvos
■Taking Delivery April-Oct
■24/7/365 DISPATCH
■ Health/Dental/Vision
• 401k

Experience Vegas-style
thrills like never before.
Scorching slots. Actionpacked tables. Live Poker
and Bingo. Tantalizing
restaurants. Free live
entertainment. Go ahead,
make your next event a
guaranteed hit.

TRADITIONAL SERVICE
WITH CREMATION

If you participate in public assistance programs or
meet monthly income level guidelines, you may
qualify for a free phone* & 250 minutes/texts.

enrollIn theprogram.Consumerswhowillfully makefalsestatementsinordertoobtainaLifelinebenefitcanbe
punishedbyfine, Imprisonment,orcanbebarredfromtheprogram.Customersmustpresentproper
documentationprovingeligibility fot theLifeline program.Yourinformationwill bevalidatedagainstpublic
recordsandanydiscrepanciescouldresultindelaysordenialofsendee.

WE'RE PULLING OUT
ALL THE STOPS.

& C R E M A T IO N S E R V IC E S

$3300

ntauhtanieh provided by1-wlreleBILC.d/b/ataessWWess.meligible
trlKommunkatlomcarter.Uftbwstrvta rsnon-trantenble.Ufelintbwtffttsarelimitedtooneperhousehold.
AhousthoWHdefined,lotthepurposesoltheLifelineprogram,asanyindividualorgroupofindividuals,wholive
togetheratthesameaddressandshareIncomeandexpenses.Violationoftheone-pet-householdruleconstitutes

them with the resources
they need to meet their
material needs as well
as give them the price
less resource of hope.”
Proceeds from the
Choose Life plate will
go, in part, to support
pregnancy resource
centers that provide
maternity clothing,
baby clothes, diapers,
cribs, car seats, toys
and other items, and
also teach parenting
skills.
Funding will also
provide opportunities to
promote adoption and
educate the public and
at-risk groups about
abortion alternatives.
Special outreach efforts
to teens and college
students will be an im
portant aspect of com
munity education.
Twenty-nine states
and the District of Co
lumbia have authorized
Choose Life license
plates, generating more
than $21 million for
life-promoting activ
ities.
SB 84 will now go to
the House for consider
ation.

Check us out on the Web every
day at hometownlife.com

C e m e te ry fee s n o t in c lu d e d

FREE Lifeline Service

A11

‘Choose Life’
license plate
passes Senate

includes metal casket, outer burial
container, view ing & service

Available for Income-Eligible Residents

(WGRL)

Publish: M a rc h 2 2 ,2 0 1 5

SAJEA51C12WC59190

COURT SEIZURE

8

34
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COMM UNITY CALENDAR
The Community Calendar runs
in the Observer as space per
mits. Nonprofit groups and
community organizations are
welcome to submit news of
upcoming events. Include a
daytime telephone number and
contact person. Email address is:
ksmith@hometownlife.com.

WIDOWED FRIENDS
Time/date: 10 a.m. Sunday,
March 22.
Location: St. Simon & Jude
Church, 32500 Palmer, Westland.
Details: Widowed Friends, a
peer support group, will meet
for Mass at St. Simon & Jude
Church, then have brunch
afterward at Mr. Mike's Restau
rant, 6047 Wayne Road, Westland. Learn about its other
social activities. RSVP for brunch
at 734-728-6967.
Contact:
www.widowedfriends.org.

COTTAGE FOOD LAW
Time/date: 6:30-8:30 p.m.
Tuesday, March 24.
Location: Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, 30650 Six Mile Road,
Livonia.
Details: Michigan State Univer
sity Extension will offer a pres
entation on the Michigan 2010
Cottage Food Law that allows
individuals to manufacture and
store certain types of foods in
an unlicensed home kitchen.
Upon completion of the pro
gram, a Certificate of Comple
tion will be available to display
wherever the cottage foods are
sold. The cost for the program is
$10. Pre-registration is required.
Contact: 810-667-0341;
http://events.anr.msu.edu/
CottageFood La wholycross/

SPRING CAREER FAIR
Time/date: 3-5 p.m. Thursday,
March 26.
Location: Madonna University,
Livonia.
Details: College students and
Madonna alumni are encour
aged to dress for success and
bring copies of their resume to a
career fair in the Activities
Center at Madonna. Hosted by
Career Services, this event
features more than 40 employ
ers who are seeking interns and
part-time and full-time employ
ees. For a list of participating
employers or to register to
attend the Career Fair, visit
www.madonna.edu/
careerservices.
Contact: 734-432-5623;
www.madonna.edu/careerservices.

A NIGHT OF HOPE

^

Time/date: 6-11 p.m. Friday,
March 27.
Location: Laurel Manor, 39000
Schoolcraft, Livonia.
Details: Benefit for Cure HHT,
an organization dedicated to
finding a cure for HHT disease, a
genetic blood vessel disorder.
Tickets, $150 each, include open
bar, dinner and dancing.
Contact:
http://curehht.org/get-involved/
fundraising/hht-fundraising/.

ANNUAL TREE SALE
Time/date: Order deadline is
March 27.
Pickup location: The "Barn" at
the end of the drive into 5454
Venoy Road, Wayne, or make
special pickup arrangements.
Details: The Wayne County
Conservation District is hosting
its annual Tree Sale, serving
residents for over 45 years with
low-cost trees in an effort to
preserve and improve the soil,
air and water. Trees available
include varieties of maples,
oaks, black cherry, hybrid poplar
(new!), conifers, native trees to
attract birds and wildlife, and
fruit trees (honeycrisp and other
apples, plums, peaches, pears,
and cherries).
Contact: waynecd.org; 313-4180700.

COMMUNITY EASTER
EGG HUNT
Time/date: 1-2:30 p.m. Sat
urday, March 28.
Location: St. Matthew's United
Methodist Church, 30900 Six
Mile Road, Livonia.
Details: Come for crafts, stories
and cookies, followed by a big
Easter Egg Hunt. There is no
charge for this event, and all are
welcome. Come rain or shine!
Contact: For more information,
call the church office at 734-4226038

ST. GENEVIEVE OPEN
HOUSE
Time/date: noon to 2 p.m.
Sunday, March 29.
Location: St. Genevieve Catho
lic School, 28933 Jamison St.,
Livonia.
Details: St. Genevieve offers
preschool for 3- and 4-year-olds
and elementary school for
grades K-8. Meet the teachers,
tour the school, see the students
work and learn about the
countries they are studying. The
theme is Travel Around the
World.
Contact: 734-425-4420;
www.stgenevieve.org/school.

SPRING COIN SHOW

Time/date: 9:30 a.m. to 3:30
p.m. Sunday, March 29.
Location: Livonia Civic Park
Senior Center, 15128 Farmington
Road, Livonia.
Details: The Northwest Detroit
Coin Club is hosting its 53rd
annual Spring Coin Show. Coins,
currency, medals, tokens and
other numismatic items will be
for sale, barter or trade. Admis
sion is free. There are raffle
drawings for gold and silver
coins, free appraisals, free
parking and more. The NWDCC
meets from 7:30-9 p.m. the
second and fourth Tuesdays of
the month at the Livonia Civic
Park Senior Center. New mem
bers are always welcome.
Contact:
nwdccboursechairperson®
gmail.com; 512-522-3743.

TRI COUNTY CELIAC
Time/date: 7 p.m. Monday,
March 30.
Location: The First Presbyterian
Church, 26165 Farmington Road,
Farmington.
Details: Tri County Celiac
Support Group will have Kelly
Dorfman — an expert on using
nutrition therapeutically to
improve brain function, energy
and mood — as guest speaker
at its general meeting. The title
of her presentation is "Beyond
Celiac: When Removing Gluten
Is Not Enough." The doors open
at 6:30 p.m. and the meeting
begins at 7 p.m.

SPRING COMEDY KICK
START
Time/date: 6 p.m. cocktails and
dinner; 7:30 p.m. showtime
Saturday, April 4.
Location: American Legion Post
32, 9318 Newburgh Road,
Livonia.
Details: Sponsored by the
American Legion Post 32 Riders,
this comedy event features
special guest host Mike Neubecker, a primo pasta dinner,
salad and dessert buffet; door
prizes and 50-50 raffle. Ticket
sales after expenses support
Post 32 American Legion Riders.
Tickets are $30 per person.
Tickets are available from the
post bar until April 2 or when
sold out. No ticket sales at the
door.
Contact: Trish Pellerito, 734858-7956.

WIDOWED SUPPORT
GROUP
Time/date: 5 p.m. Wednesday,
April 8.
Location: Corsi's Italian Restau
rant, 27910 W. Seven Mile Road,

Livonia.
Details: Widowed of all ages
are welcome to attend a social
hour followed by an Italian
dinner buffet served at 6 p.m.
Cost is $15 and includes buffet,
beverage, dessert, tax and tip.
Pay at the door (cash only) with
the exact amount. Stay for
cards, games and conversation
until 9 p.m. RSVP by April 5; no
walk-ins.
Contact: 248-357-2183; 248-4594316; 248-924-3677.

Clarenceville students
show math skills at
computer conference

FASHION DOLL SHOW
AND SALE
Time/date: 11 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Sunday, April 12.
Location: Livonia Marriott,
17100 Laurel Park Drive North,
Livonia.
Details: Vintage and modern
dolls and accessories. Barbie
displays. Hosted by the Great
Lakes Doll Club, this Grant-AWish Fund event will benefit
Masonic Children's Learning
Center, Leader Dogs for the
Blind and Camp Casey.
Contact: www.gawfund.org;
info@grantawishfund.org.

S U B M ITTE D

Clarenceville Middle School students demonstrated their
math skills using the LEGO Movie Maker software program
and Minecraft educational program on March 19 at the
Math and Computer Users in Learning Conference at Cobo
Hall in Detroit. From left are Trinnity Williams, Anna Denny,
Mckenna Phillips, Lia Kerman, Ashlyn Madver, Christa
Greenwald, Ben Shute, Chase Kluesner. Standing:
Superintendent Paul Shepich, math teacher Sarai Stetson
and science/robotics teacher Erica Sowders.

LIVONIA NEIGHBORS
AND FRIENDS
Time/date: 7 p.m. Tuesday,
April 14.
Location: Emmanuel Lutheran
Church, 34567 Seven Mile Road,
Livonia.
Details: Master Gardner Mar
got McCormack, an award
winning member of the Master
Gardner Association of Wayne
County, will offer tips on how to
grow a successful garden.
Livonia Neighbors and Friends, a
women's club, is open to wom
en who live/work in Livonia and
its surrounding communities.
New members are always wel
come. General meetings are
held at 7 p.m. on the second
Tuesday of every month Sep
tember through May. Special
activity groups continue to meet
year-round.
Contact:
http://livonianeighborsand
friends.tripod.com.

Time/date: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Thursday, April 23 and April 30.
Location: Holy Cross Church,
30650 Six Mile Road, Livonia.
Details: Lapeer County Michi
gan State University Extension is
offering Manager Certification
classes through the ServSafe
program developed by the
National Restaurant Association.
The cost is $145. Upon successful
completion of an exam, man
agers will receive a certificate
verifying they are a certified
ServSafe Food Protection Man
ager. Participants must attend
both sessions.
Contact: 810-667-0341;
msue.anr.msu.edu/events.

TRIVIA NIGHT
Time/date: 6 p.m. Saturday,
April 25.
Location: Ss. Simon and Jude
Catholic, 32500 Palmer, east of
Venoy, Westland.
Details: Doors open at 6 p.m.
and trivia begins promptly at 7
p.m. Preregister for $20 per
team (maximum of four per
sons). At the door the cost is
$30, if space available. It in
cludes 10 rounds of questions,
popcorn, and one food choice
for each team. Food choices are
four hot dogs and four chips or
one pepperoni or cheese pizza
from Marina's. Additional food

PRESCHOOL OPEN
HOUSE
Time/date: 10 a.m. to noon
Saturday, April 18.
Location: McKinley Coopera
tive Preschool, 555 S. Wayne
Road, Westland.
Details: Open house for McKin
ley Cooperative Preschool.
Contact: Erin Gibbons,734-7297222; mckinleypreschool.org.

SERVSAFE TRAINING

G uide to ■

-

Employment

items and beverages (beer,
coolers, pop, water, coffee)
available for purchase. There
will be a 50/50 raffle (tickets are
$1 each, three for $2,10 for $5
and 25 for $10) and prizes —
mystery prizes, $100 for first
place, $80 for second place, $60
for third place and $20 for last
place.
Contact: Kathy Hansen, 734716-4436.

CRAFT-VENDOR SHOW
Time/date: 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, May 16.
Location: Hosanna-Tabor
Lutheran Church, 9600 Leverne,
west of Beech Daily and north
of West Chicago, Redford
Details: The Garden City Amer
ican Legion Auxiliary Unit 396
will hold a spring craft and
vendor show. Admission is $1.
There will be food available and
a bake sale. All proceeds will
help local military and their
families, including veterans.
Table space is $30 for an approx
imately 8x10 space, with an
8-foot table and two chairs.
Indicate on application if elec
tricity is needed. If electricity is
needed, there will be an addi
tional $5 charge.
Contact: Email detnana@
sbcglobal.net; 248-477-8594.

C heck o u t th e s e e x citin g
career o p p o rtu n ities!
For evert more
opportunities see ou r
“award winning”
classified section!

careers@hometown.life.com or
I To place your ad here ^ ^ ^ c o n t a c t us at careers@hornetown.lij:e.corn
o call 1-800-579-7355

Help Wanted - General

Help Wanted - General

AUTOMOTIVE

CLEANERS WANTED

PARTS SALES

PT evenings
to clean offices/banks
Paid training provided.
Background ch e ck &
drug screen required.
586-759-3700
www.aarocompanies.com

Energetic, friendly & reliable
sales people needed. FT & PT
positions. Hrly plus commis
sion. Paid holidays/vacations,
Insurance. Hrs. of operation
Mon-Fri 8-7pm, Sat-Sun.
9am-5pm. Fax resume to:
Jeff at 734-397-4683
or email: jfein@npdlink.com
Applications at counter
can also be filled out at:
2435 Haggerty Rd, Canton

AUTOPARTS

Concrete Finishers - Exp req’d.
Action Concrete

dennybye@wowway.com
734-216-3885

DATABASE
OPERATIONS l/ll

(Washtenaw

SORTING&INSPECT ING
Established Co. in Brighton
is seeking quick learners.
$10/hr. No exp. needed.
Paid training provided.
Must have own vehicle.

asm
BARBER

Must be Energetic &
Se ason e d Barber.
Need Fri’s & S a t’s to start.
C a ll Jo h n : 2 4 8 - 3 4 8 -4 1 4 7
Boring M ill O perator &
CNC O perator - 3 Axis
Experienced only.
Benefits & Overtime!
Start Immediately. Livonia.

Call: (734) 425-3920
or email:
welztool@yahoo.com

WASHTENAW COUNTY
GOVERNMENT
Responsible for providing
technical & organizational
leadership for the organiza
tion’s database environment
which consists of both Oracle
& SQ L Server databases.
Bachelor's Degree or equiva
lent in Computer Science,
Information Systems
or a related field.
Info & an online app:
http://www.ewashtenaw.org
or by visiting the
Washtenaw County
Human Resources Dept.
220 N. Main Street
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48104

DRIVER

Project Foreman
(Urban Forestry
Manager)

REAL ESTATE
SALES
OPPORTUNITY
work with
M ic h ig an ’s #1

Police Officer

REALTOR

Police Service Aide

Real Estate One

Seasonal Laborer
For complete information
visit our website at:
w w w .c i.livo n ia .m i.u s
or apply in person at
Livonia City Hall, 3rd floor,
33000 Civic Center Dr.
Livonia, Ml 48154
E.O.E.
M/F/H

Earn High
Commission Income
Rapidly Expanding
Real Estate Market

NOW HIRING
NOW HIRING

PART-TIME
SCHOOL
BUS DRIVERS

•Own Your Own Practice
•Be Your Own Boss
•Work Your Schedule
•You Determine Your Income
•Bonus Programs
•Health/Life/Disability/
Retirement
•Full Time Support Staff

School District

$250 Sign
on Bonus
for current CDL holders
with B,P&S Endorsements
*$14 Starting Wage
•Part-Time
Morning & Afternoon Hours
‘ Guaranteed 4 hour day
‘ Benefits & Paid Holidays
Apply online at: www.
durhamschoolservices.com
Under "Careers”

Northville
School District

$250 SIGN
ON BONUS
for current CDL holders
w/P&S Endorsements
$15.25 Starting Wage
• Training Provided
• Part-Time
Morning & Afternoon Hours
•No experience necessary
•No Nights & Weekends

Apply online at:
WWW.

durhamschoolservices.com
Or in person:

Or in person:
15111 Garfield
Redford Ml 48239
(313) 242-4403

504 W. Eight Mile
Northville Ml 48167
(248) 465-2070

Help Wanted - General

Help Wanted - General

Huge Hiring Event
100 Employees
Needed

MAINTENANCE
ELECTRICIAN

GENERAL
LABORERS,

THE K E > F I £ \ OUPANIES

Ability to lift 50 lbs,
$8.15/hr.
Must have reliable
transportation.

M A S T E R S O N
734-677-2600

HVAC SERVICE TECH
SIGNING BONUS avail to HVAC
Service Tech w/min 5 yrs. exp.
in comm service. Exc. wages &
fringe benefits. 248-673-7900

JIG GRINDER HAND
Top Wages, Willing to Train.
Precision gage shop in
Farmington Hills needs
journeyman self-starter.
Good math skills, some
surface grinding.
Capable to grind fixture and
gage details from part prints,
understanding GD&T req'd
Good Benefits Drug test.

Fax: 248-471-1156
Email:
sales@mayagage.com

•K itc h e n S taff

DURHAM
•CM O O i

Screw Machine
Operators and
Set-up Operators

Master Automatic, a preci
sion machining company, is
seeking Screw Machine Oper
ators and Set up Operators.
Must have Prior experience
on Acme Gridley Screw Ma
chines.
Please complete application
or send resume to:
Master Automatic, Inc.
40485 Schoolcraft Rd.
Plymouth, Ml 48170
Attn: Human Resources
hr@masterautomatic.com
www.masterautomatic.com

•aavicf*

EOE

EOE

FINANCIAL
ANALYST
Belleville, Ml
Minimum of 5 yrs related
experience. Automotive/Mfg
Experience preferred.
Advanced MS Word
and Excel Skills
Adaptive Planning
experience preferred

Resume to:
pcaylor@neapco.com

<heapco
---.

fO rM to .•

EEO

GENERAL LABOR
WIXOM.
1st & 2nd Shifts, $10/hr.

248-528-1444
HAIR STYLIST,
MASSAGE THERAPIST
& MAKE-UP ARTIST

DISCOVER
U ntraveled

R oads
in the

O b s e rv e r & €ccentri<
PAT RYAN,REALTOR
(734) 591-9200
PatRyan®
RealEstateOne.com

SCHOOL
BUS DRIVERS

Redford Union

Start Earning
Commissions Right Away

Drivers: CDL-A
1yr exp. Earn $ 1 2 0 0+ per
week. Guaranteed Home time.
Excellent Benefits & Bonuses.
1 00% No-Touch, 7 0 % D&H
8 5 5 -8 4 2 -8 4 9 8

SOCOLBUS rv

M a s te rA u to m a tic

Mon-Fri. 9-5.
248-353-9510

Help Wanted - General

Drivers

S C H O O L S S S V IC S S

City of Livonia

Equipment
Mechanic Trainee

Drivers

DURHAM

Highway Coach Operator
Must have C D L A o r B
with P Endorsement
Experience Preferred but
will train the right person
with the correct license.

Animal Control
Officer

Help Wanted - General

c l a s s if ie d s

To advertise, call:
800 - 579-7355

Licensed. Peaceful, stress free
place to work. Everyone has
their own private room with
sink. Downtown Birmingham.
248-723-5532
soleisalon@yahoo.com

WINDOW C LEA N ER
No exp necessary. Will train
right person. Must be able to
work Saturday’s/overtime.

Email resume:
linkenstein@live.com

All Positions
•G en e ra l M aintenance
Needed at New Skilled
Rehab Center. Apply at:
Medilodge of Novi
48300 11 Mile Road
Novi: 248-662-2300

LABORERS
& STONE MASONS
for residential work. Reliable.
Full-Tim e. 248 -24 9 -4 1 23 .
brucemeininger@ sbcglobal.net
Maintenance
Building M aintenance
Director
Have basic exp in HVAC, Elec
trical, Plumbing & Carpentry.
40 hrs + full benefits (Health
Ins, Vacation, Holidays Paid).
Top Pay for Right Person.
Resume: aoshapero@aol.com

PERSONAL
ASSISTANT
Brighton, Milford, Novi,
Walled Lake, Wixom,
Ann Arbor/Ypsilanti,
Northville areas. Rewarding
positions serving persons
with special needs in their
homes or in group homes.
Must be 18. Paid training.

If rivU«dCjr»fxTM
U » »«ti me
Ypsilanti/Ann Arbor
734-239-9015 or email:
glengarry@questserv.org
New Hudson:
248-437-7535 or email:
trelawney@questserv.org
South Lyon: 248-573-5023

Growing Manufacturing Co.
Contract manufacturer of
powdered and liquid laundry
& automatic dish detergent,
located in Wixom, Ml.
Perform complete packaging
line &/or process changeovers pertaining to electrical
needs and to be responsible
for their start up after the
changeover, respond to all
electrical related calls in the
process & packaging areas
of all 3 buildings. Support
the implementation of a com
prehensive electrical preven
tive maintenance program,
provide electrical support for
projects or building changes,
participate in the ongoing
project of identification and
documentation of electrical
control systems that are not
clearly identified including
programming for SLC, PLC
#2, # 3 and #5. Candidate
must also follow all safety
rules and be available to
work either 1st or 2nd. shift.

QUALIFICATIONS:
Must have a minimum of
5 years electrical experience
in a production/industrial
background.
Pay based on experience.
We offer a competitive
wage and benefit package,
including a 401 K & Tuition
Reimbursement program.

Please fax resume to:
H.R. Dept. 248-624-0506
or email to:
dfannon@korex-us.com

le ffil
HEAD DIESEL
MECHANIC
Churchill Transportation is
looking for experienced full
time m echanic to help main
tain our fleet. Clean shop
great work environment. Pay
is based on experience.
Must have own tools.

Call Bill Evans at
313-475-0231 today
or fax your resume to
313-447-2949
randyr@churchilltrans.com

MILL HAND,
Toolmaker for precision detail
milling. Must have minimum
2 years' experience in milling
for gage shop in Farmington
Hills. Not a production facili
ty. Top Wages, day shift,
good benefits.
You must
have own precision tools &
be proficient in math. This is
a great opportunity for right
candidate. Drug Test.

Email resume to:
sales@mayagage.com
Cash in with Classifieds

800-579-SELLijj

Help Wanted - General

Help Wanted - Dental

DENTAL
RECEPTIONIST
Needed for a very busy
dental practice in Novi.
I

New Skilled Rehab Center
is seeking talented
•M a s s e u s e /M a s s e u r
•M a n ic u ris t/P e d ic u ris t
to enhance our
Wellness Spa experience.
Apply at:
Medilodge of Novi
48300 11 Mile Road
Novi: 248-662-2300
Kmonday@noviwellness.com

OUTDOOR
MAINTENACE
PT position avail at Harris
Funeral Home in Livonia to
do gardening and outside
yard maintenance.
Experience preferred.
Please call 9-5pm for info.

734-422-7732
QUALITY KEY
ACCOUNT LIAISON
Opening for degreed & exp’d
applicants for Quality Key A c 
count Liaison (Global) in P ly
mouth Twp., Ml; Send re
sum e by mail & include sa l
ary req’ts to:
Barbara Vincent, HR
Hella Electronics Corporation
43811 Plymouth O aks Blvd.
Plymouth Township, Ml
48170

TREE CLIMBER
Exp. preferred, but will train.
Must have good valid drivers li
cense. Misty Ridge Tree Serv
ice, South Lyon.248-486-6115
Help Wanted Office Clerical

PAYMENT
PROCESSOR &
ASSISTANT
Active Southfield
collections La w Firm
looking for a paym ent
processor, and assista n t
to a nsw er phones, &
generate legal process.
Collection procedure &
experience important.

Email resum e to
csummers@liwfirm.com
Attn: Colleen
Help Wanted - Dental

Contact Cyndi at:
248-465-6310
Help W anted-M edical

ADMINISTRATIVE/
MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Medical office seeks
experienced
medical receptionist.
Must have strong computer
and medical insurance
knowledge. Full-Time
w/excellent pay and benefits.
Ann Arbor area.

Email or Fax resume:
a2dermsg@aol.com
734-996-8767

CNAs
& Home Health Aids
IMMEDIATE INTERVIEWS!!!
Apply in Person

Dyverse Management
Home Care
28475 Greenfield Rd.
Southfield, Mi 48076
Compensation: Competitive

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
CERTIFIED
Approx. 30 hrs/wk, 4 days.
Exp. preferred. No weekends,
holidays, or evenings. Internal
Medicine office in Livonia.
Call W endy b tw n .1 0 -2 p m
2 48 .4 7 6 .4 7 2 4

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Certified.
Full/Part-Time in busy
orthopedic clinic. Benefits
available. Email resume to:
Sharron@advancedortho. net

MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Full-Time. Fast paced Primary
Care
office
in downtown
Northville.
Open 7am-7pm.
Must be able to work shifts. Oc
casional Sat’s. 8-1 pm. Have ex
perience with injections, blood
draws, vitals, spirometry, EKG &
electronic medical records.
Resume to: vss003@ gmail.com
MEDICAL ASSISTANT
Full-Tim e needed for a
busy fam ily medicine office.
2 yrs. exp. necessary.
Mail/Email Resume:
Western Wayne Physicians
37650 Professional Ctr. Dr.
Suite 1000
Livonia, Ml 48154
wwplivonia@hotmail.com

MEDICAL RECEPTIONIST
Full-Tim e for busy internal
medicine office in Troy. Exp in
ICD9 & CPT coding. Must have
excellent custom er service
skills and be able to multi-task.

devansnkhsmed@gmail.com

..♦R E C Y C LE
W
THIS
NEWSPAPER

Help Wanted - Medical

NURSING HOME
ADMINISTRATOR

QittetfWidJMgSWaieii
101 bed facility in Milford,
has an opportunity for exp’d
Nursing Home Administrator.
General Qualifications: Cur
rent Ml License, ability to
demonstrate skills & exp relat
ed to financial management,
planning, quality improve
ment, regulatory knowledge.
Candidate will join an exp'd
interdisciplinary team
A comprehensive benefit
pkg offered. Resume:
adminposition®
peplinskigroup.com

hometownlife.com
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film

ITALIANA

est. 1964

LA MAFIA

UCCI DE

SOLO

DESTATE

fe s tiv a l usa

*

www.rtalianfilmfests.org

For program and sponsorship information, please visit the festival's website:

All films are

w w w .ita H a n film fe s ts .o rg
o r c a ll 2 4 8 -9 3 0 -6 0 1 7

FREE
and open
ooen to
ana
the general public.
Films are shown in Italian
with English subtitles.

Come join us and celebrate the
11 th Annual Italian Film Festival USA.
Again, this year Antonio’s is pleased to collaborate w ith the Detroit Italian
Film Festival in support o f bringing the best line-up of 11 recent premiers of
contemporary, award-winning Italian films to venues around the metro area.

7th A n n u a l Op
a t A n ton io’s C ucina Italian a

D ay

Thursday,
April 2nd
This is our 7th year supporting the arts
in Michigan with OPERA DAY When you
dine at Antonio’s on Thursday, April 2nd
a portion of the proceeds will be donated to
The Michigan Opera Theater.

P ick up you r D isc o u n t V oucher

w r c iv a

M arch 2nd —April 2nd

Sung in English

Receive a 25% Discount Opera Voucher to purchase tickets
for any opera performance of THE MERRY WIDOW,
April 11 th-19th when you dine with us.

J)oman Villain
37646 W. 12 Mile Rd.
Farmington Hills
(Corner of Halsted)
248.994.4000

2220 N. Canton Ctr. Rd.
Canton
(Corner of Ford Road)
734.981.9800

26356 Ford Rd.
Dearborn Heights
Shopping Center
313.278.6000

www.antoniosrestaurants.com

9924 Dix Ave.
Dearborn
(Between Miller and Lonyo)
313.842.2100

A14
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B E T H E F IR S T TO T R Y
NEW Starkey Z Series wireless
hearing aids today FREE for 30 days
Starkey.
Hearing Is Our Concern'

W e lco m e to th e n e xt g e n e ra tio n
o f w ire le s s h e a rin g te c h n o lo g y .
Z S e rie s ™ h e a rin g a id s le a d th e w a y in p e r fo r m a n c e , c o m fo rt,
p e r s o n a liz a t io n a n d c o n n e c tiv ity . T h e y a re d e s ig n e d to:

Help you hear and understand
conversations better in noisy
environments like restaurants
Make loud sounds more comfortable
while boosting soft sounds

cr

Stream TV, phone calls and more,
directly to your Z Series hearing aids

HEAR BETTER-LIVE BETTER

SPECIAL EVENT - 3 DAYS ONLY!
Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday March 24, 25. & 26 | 10a.m. to 5p.m
F R E E 30-day trial*

$500 O F F
any pair of Z Series
wireless hearing aids!
Offer expires 3-26-15

y

F R E E Hearing screening
& consultation

S

F R E E Preview of the
latest technology
S P E C IA L financing
available*

To schedule your appointment please call 888-601-3256 today!

B G H E A R IN G
Inside Macy’s - 2nd Floor
Westland Mall
Corner of Wayne & Warren Roads

L IK E US ON F I

^Deposit may be required.
LO-OOOO235471

**Subject to credit approval or see store for details.

|

FO LLOW US ON o

) 2014 Starkey. All Rights Reserved. 11/14 NPAD2735-00-EE-ST
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Burke springboards to diving success
close friend of the family.
“I had done some gymnas
tics when I was younger, so a
neighbor and close friend of
ours, Joan Saltzmann, told my
parents I should try diving at
Churchill because her two
older sons dove and they en
joyed it,” reflected Burke, who
placed eighth at last weekend’s
MHSAA Division 1 state meet
hosted by Eastern Michigan
University.
“So before school even
started my freshman year, I
met my coach at Churchill,
Rob Moore, and he said he’d
love for me to try diving. I was
a little nervous at first because
I was always used to diving in
a pool feet first. Once I ad
justed to that, I focused on
learning things I needed to
improve, and, now, here I am.”

Churchill junior
captures All-State
honors at D1
state meet
By Ed Wright
S ta ff W r it e r

Livonia Churchill junior
Ethan Burke’s ascension to the
rank of Division 1 All-State
diver has been relatively short
and extremely sweet.
The Charger’s path to
springboard success didn’t
start in elementary school, at a
country club pool or with a
personal diving coach - it be
gan just a few days prior to his
freshman year at Churchill,
ignited by the suggestion of a

ED W R IG H T

See PROFILE, Page B2

The medals that hang from Ethan Burke's varsity letter are testaments to
the success he has experienced during his brief diving career.

NATIONAL ATHLETIC TRAINING MONTH

ED W R IG H T

Pictured from left are Livonia high school athletic trainers Shannon Siira (Franklin), Jennifer Kramer (Stevenson) and Carly Gunterman (Churchill).

HELPFUL HEALERS
By Ed Wright

Livonia high school trainers work
to keep athletes on the field

S ta ff W r it e r

For the trio of Livonia pub
lic high school athletic train
ers, many days start with the
early-morning buzz of an
alarm clock and end several
hours later with the buzz of a
fourth-quarter or third-period
game clock.
Packed in between the blar

ing buzzers are a steady
stream of healing-related ma
neuvers that keep the trainers
on their toes and the athletes
they treat on the field (or court,
or ice, or track...).
“There are some days that

are pretty long and exhausting,
but we’re doing what we love,
so we don’t complain,” said
Livonia Churchill athletic
trainer Carly Gunterman, who
along with Franklin’s Shannon
Siira and Stevenson’s Jennifer

Kramer form a terrific triumverate of health professionals
for the Chargers, Patriots and
Spartans.
All three Livonia athletic
trainers are employed by MedSport, a branch of the Univer
sity of Michigan Health Sys
tem that specializes in sports
medicine and physical therapy,
See TRAINERS, Page B2

HOCKEY FUNDRAISER

Coaches vs. Cancer game set for April 11
By Ed Wright

ey as possible for St. Jude’s
Children’s Cancer Research,
said Maryann DeMarco, the
business manager at Eddie
Edgar Arena.
“We’d be very happy if we
could raise $5,000; we think
that’s a doable number,” De
Marco said. “There will be no
admission charge at the door,
so all the money we raise will
come from donations, plus a
50/50 raffle and silent auction.
“The ice time has been do
nated by the Livonia Civic
Arena and the Livonia Hockey
Association has donated money
for the teams’jerseys, so all of
the money raised that night
will go straight to St. Jude’s.”

S ta ff W r it e r

The only checking that will
occur during the hockey game
to be played April 11 at Eddie
Edgar Arena will involve
checking accounts, not check
ing into the boards.
Inspired by a similar pro
gram orchestrated in Walled
Lake, 40 current and former
coaches of the Livonia Hockey
Coaches Association will
square off in the inaugural
Coaches vs. Cancer hockey
game at 6 p.m. Saturday, April
n.
Divided into teams of 20
each, one squad will wear pink

St. Jude Childrens
Research Hospital
A L S A C * Danny Th om as, Founder

jerseys, the other purple uni
forms in recognition of the
primary colors used to promote
cancer awareness.
While the game is expected
to be highlighted by several
goals, the primary goal of the
event is to raise as much mon

Each player who partici
pates in the game will be repre
senting a person who has been
affected by cancer. Eddie Ed
gar’s own Jason Bruce has
been battling colon cancer and
DeMarco said she knows of at
least five to 10 people who are
close to the LHA who are fight
ing the disease.
“This is the first time we’re
doing this, but we’d like to
make it an annual event,” De
Marco said.
The opening face-off is set
for 6 p.m. The game is sched
uled to run two hours, which
gives attendees plenty of time
to display their checking (ac
count) skills.

MU pitchers
sharp
Madonna University
pitchers yielded a total of
just seven hits over 16 in
nings Wednesday as the
Crusaders opened Wolverine-Hoosier Athletic Con
ference play by sweeping
host Siena Heights in a
baseball double-header.
Junior right-hander
Evan Piechota (Livonia
Stevenson) raised his rec
ord to 3-1 with a four-hit
shutout as MU mounted a
17-hit attack en route to a
13-0 triumph in nine in
nings.
Piechota struck out six
and did not allow a walk.
Offensively, Levi Lamour and John Lauro each
went 3-for-6 with three
RBI, while Taylor Grzelakowski also went 3-for-6
with an RBI.
Zach Byron also knocked
in two runs, while Ryan
Lambrecht and Matt Deneau each collected two
hits.
In Game Two, lefty Alex
DeYonker (Livonia Frank
lin) allowed just one earned
run on five hits over 5%
innings as the Crusaders
posted a 3-1 victory.
DeYonker allowed just one
walk in improving to 2-1.
Bobby St. Pierre earned
his second save by retiring
four batters in order, in
cluding a pair of strikeouts.
Shane Dokey belted a
solo homer, his second of
the year, while Laura and
Grzelakowski each added
an RBI. Cole Rize also con
tributed two hits as MU
improved to 12-7 overall
and 2-0 in the WHAC.
Siena Heights slipped to
4-8 and 0-2.
The Crusaders return to
WHAC action beginning at
1 p.m. Friday and Saturday
at Ilitch Ballpark with a
pair of double-headers
against Marygrove College.

MU’s Hayes
All-American
Madonna University
junior guard Michele
Hayes (Inkster) was recent
ly named to the secondteam National Association
of Intercollegiate Athletics
Division II All-America
team following a vote of the
NAIA-Women’s Basketball
Coaches Division II AllAmerica committee.
The 5-foot-6 Hayes, a
transfer from Oakland
University via the Univer
sity of Toledo, set the MU
single-season scoring mark
with a total of 615 points en
route to Wolverine-Hoosier
Athletic Conference Player
of the Year and first-team
All-WHAC honors. She also
set the Madonna single
game scoring record with
39 points against Indiana
Tech on Jan. 3.
The Southfield-Lathrup
grad is MU’s first AllAmerica since Kaylee
McGrath (Livonia Steven
son) in 2012-13.

Reporting
results
Local high school athlet
ic coaches are encouraged
to report results of their
contests to Observer sports
editor Ed Wright, who can
be reached at 734-578-2767
or ewright@hometownlife.com.
The deadline for Thurs
day editions of the Observ
er is Tuesday at 10 p.m. The
deadline for Sunday edi
tions is Friday at 10 p.m.

23 M O N T H C E R T IF I
warn
%
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McWilliams in swing of things
on tennis court, in classroom
Franklin senior
co-captain enjoys
everything about
playing tennis
By Ed Wright
S ta ff W r i t e r

ED W R IG H T

Livonia Franklin senior singles player Chelsea McWilliams
returns a shot during Thursday's match against Ladywood.

TRAINERS
Continued from Page B1

and are contracted to
serve the high schools.
A typical week - al
though given their profes
sion, there are very few
typical days - for the
trainers includes three
mornings that start with
the treatment of patients
at MedSport’s Northville
office.
Sometime after noon,
the trainers head to their
respective high school
offices to prepare for a
busy day ahead, which
often includes everything
from taping ankles to
treating season-ending
injuries.
“Once school gets out,
athletes start lining up
outside my office for
either injury rehab, in
jury evaluations or to get
taped up for that night’s
game,” said Siira. “Once
the games start, we all
say that a good night for
us is a boring night be
cause that means there
are no serious injuries to
treat.”
Not surprisingly, all
three trainers participat
ed in at least one sport in
high school.
Kramer, whose fiance
is the head trainer for the
University of Michigan
softball team, played
softball and basketball

PROFILE
Continued from Page B1

Following a solid fresh
man season on the board,
Burke joined the highly
acclaimed Legacy Diving
program based at EMU. It
was there that he started
to realize his potential
may have a high ceiling.
“After one year of
diving at Legacy, I started
to see a big difference in
how I was doing,” said
Burke. “My sophomore
year, I’d go to big meets
for Churchill - the Wayne
County meet, the confer

In addition to being a
stellar student and a
solid tennis player, Livo
nia Franklin senior Chel
sea McWilliams is also a
glass-is-always-half-full
optimist.
When asked about
how she deals with Mich
igan’s challenging earlyseason weather condi
tions, McWilliams served
up a typically positive
response in the moments
after Thursday’s match
against Livonia Ladywood.
“The way I look at it,
the wind can be tough,
but it blows in half of my

shots that would have
been out, so I don’t worry
about it,” she said. “And
I’d rather have it be a
little cold than really hot
because you warm as
you play.”
Following three sea
sons as a Patriots dou
bles contributor - her
freshman year on the
junior varsity - McWil
liams has embraced her
role as the team’s No. 2
singles player this
spring.
“I’m more of an in
dependent player, so I’d
say I prefer playing sin
gles, although I enjoyed
doubles,” she said. “I like
it that everything is up to
me - win or lose, it’s my
fault. There’s no one else
to take the blame, no one
else to take the glory.”
McWilliams started
playing tennis in ele
mentary school, but
stepped away from the
sport gradually in middle

while growing up in LaGrange, Mo., which is
located about two hours
north of St. Louis.
“I loved playing sports
all through high school,
and I knew I didn’t want
to leave athletics com
pletely after I graduated,”
said Kramer, who was
hired as Stevenson’s ath
letic trainer earlier this
year. “I chose this profes
sion because it gives me a
chance to stay around
athletics and I wanted to
get into a field where I
could help people.”
Gunterman, who
played softball at Chur
chill before earning a
degree at Eastern Michi
gan University, enjoys the
rare distinction of work
ing at the same high
school she graduated
from.
“It’s nice working at
the school I attended
because the athletes know
I can relate in a way to
what they’re experienc
ing,” she said. “I’ve al
ways enjoyed sports and I
wanted to get into the
health profession, so this
job is the best of both
worlds.”
Siira excelled in bas
ketball, volleyball and
track-and-field at Hartland High School before
earning an athletic training/sports medicine de
gree at Central Michigan
University.
“I didn’t decide until

my senior year of high
school that I wanted to get
into the athletic training
field,” said Siira. “Fortu
nately, I never suffered a
serious injury while play
ing sports in high school,
so I didn’t get to know our
high school trainer well,
but I wanted to stay in
volved in sports and be
able to help people, so this
job is perfect. I love it.”
All three trainers
agreed that the most
difficult part of their job
is delivering somber
news to an athlete who
suffers an injury that is
season- or career-ending.
“A lot of times, we’re
the ones who have to
break the news to the
athletes and the parents
that an injury is severe
enough that they’ll have
to sit out the rest of the
season, or worse,” said
Gunterman. “It’s hard
because you know how
hard these athletes have
worked to get to where
they are.”
“There really isn’t a
class you can take that
teaches you how to deliv
er the [season-ending]
news,” Siira agreed. “It’s
just something you learn
to do over time, but it’s
never easy.”
On the flip side, the
trainers also get to let an
athlete know that his or
her rehab has paid divi
dends.
“Giving an athlete

clearance to start playing
again is very satisfying,”
Kramer said.
Over the past decade
or so, high school athletic
trainers have been given
the added responsibility
of determining if an ath
lete who has displayed
concussion-like symp
toms can return to a
game. During a recent
hockey game at Eddie
Edgar Arena, Gunterman
periodically met with a
Churchill player to assess
his progress.
“Ever since I started at
Franklin, concussion-like
injuries have always been
treated with great care,
but I think over the past
couple of years the
awareness about concus
sions has increased, not
only with the training
staffs and coaches, but
with the athletes and
parents,” said Siira.
“While it’s hard to have to
keep an athlete out of a
game, the large majority
of them understand that
we’re doing it for their
own good and for their
long-term health.”
All three trainers
agreed that it’s impossible
not to become fans of the
teams they work for.
“You really develop
strong relationships with
the athletic directors, the
coaches and the athletes,”
Gunterman said. “So you
definitely root for them
and hope they do well.”

ence meet - and I’d see a
lot of familiar faces, so I
felt more comfortable,
like I belonged.”
Burke’s gymnastics
background played a
significant role in helping
him learn some of the
sport’s more challenging
maneuvers.
“The technical term
for my best dive is the
5134 D, which is a front
one-and-a-half somersault
with two complete revolu
tions,” said Burke. “A lot
of kids opt out of this dive
because there’s a lot of
twisting and and one of
the biggest things with
diving is seeing where

you’re at in the air, so my
gymnastics background
definitely helped.
“Being a part of the
Legacy program, with
coach Buck Smith, who is
the coach at Eastern, has
been very helpful for me
in terms of learning some
of the tougher dives. They
have the resources and
the equipment that most
high schools don’t have
the money or space for, so
I’m able to learn a lot of
cool new dives.”
Burke will head into
his senior year at Chur
chill with an eye on a state
diving title and with an
opportunity to showcase

his ample skills to college
coaches.
“I’d love to dive in
college,” said Burke, who
owns a spectacular 4.25
grade point average. “I’m
going through the testing
process now. I’m doing
everything I can to make
myself look appealing to
college coaches.”
Burke is also a stand
out pole vaulter for the
Chargers. After clearing
a personal-best height of
13 feet, 6 inches as a soph
omore, he heads into this
spring’s season as one of
the front-runners in the
Kensington Lakes Activ
ities Association.
“There are a lot of
similarities between div
ing and pole-vaulting,” he
said. “Thrning in the air
and getting upside down things I do a lot in diving come easier for me when
I’m pole vaulting because
of my diving experience.”

C IT Y O F W E S T L A N D

INVITATION TO BID
Sealed proposals will be received by the City 'of Westland Purchasing Division, 36300 Warren
Road, Westland, Michigan 48185, on or before April 7th. 2015 at 10:00 a.m. (no exceptions
will be made for late filings) for the following:

RELOCATE MEMORIALS
Complete specifications and pertinent information may be obtained from the Purchasing
Office. The City of Westland reserves the right to reject any or all bids. Proposals m ust be
submitted by the time stated above or they will be returned. The City of Westland reserves
the right to reject any or all bids.
Devin J. Adams
City Controller

ewright@hometownlife.com

PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing on
Thursday, A pril 9, 2015 a t 6:30 p.m ., in the Council Chambers, at the Civic Center, 6000
Middlebelt Road, Garden City, Michigan. At the hearing, all interested persons shall have an
opportunity to be heard.
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to solicit public comments on the following:
1. Zoning Ordinance Text Amendm ent to §154.032, Standards for Trash Dumpsters,
to permit administrative approval of modifications within the approval process for
trash dumpster enclosures and screening requirements.
W ritten comments may be submitted prior to the public hearing and should be addressed to:
The Office of Community Development, City of Garden City, 6000 Middlebelt Rd., Garden City,
MI 48135.
Publish: March 22, 2015

______________________________________________________________
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opponent work for the
points.”
One of four senior
captains for Franklin,
McWilliams thrives in
her role as team leader.
“I like having a say in
what the team does and
helping to run stuff,” she
said. “Like today, the
captains all brought
food. Plus, we’re in
charge of things like
ordering spirit wear things that help unify the
team.”
McWilliams is an
exemplary student who
has a 4.27 grade point
average. Her ultrabright future includes
attending the University
of Michigan, although it’s
undetermined whether
that will be at the Ann
Arbor or Dearborn cam
pus.
“I’ll be a Wolverine,
one way or another,” she
said, smiling.
ewright@hometownlife.com

GIRLS SOCCER

Riga, Huggins lift
Blazers to 6-0 win
Senior Sam Riga
notched a hat trick and
Conner Huggins added
four assists as last year’s
Division 2 state semi
finalist Livonia
Ladywood
opened its 2015
girls soccer sea
son Thursday
with a 6-0 victory
at Farmington.
The Blazers
jumped out to a
3-0 halftime lead Riga
on goals by Riga,
third minute
(from Huggins); Taylor
Bullard, ninth minute
(from Huggins); and
Riga, 16th minute (from
Taylor Bullard).
Ladywood scored
three more times in the
second half on goals by
Riga, 42nd minute (from
Kennedi Bullard); Taylor
Bullard, 43rd minute

(from Huggins); and
Kennedi Bullard, 68th
minute (from Huggins).
Ladywood (1-0) outshot the Falcons (0-1) by
a 12-6 margin as
Holly Cusick (five
^
saves) notched her
^ » first shutout in goal
^ n for the Blazers.
• \ jr
Mya Douse
I k made one save for
jU a Farmington.
“Nice opening
game for us,” Lady
wood coach Ken
Shingledecker said.
“I thought the pace of our
attack was good and our
back line did a nice job
from start to finish.”
Ladywood returns to
action 2:30 p.m. Tuesday
against Garden City at
Total Sports in Wixom
followed by a 7 p.m.
Thursday match at Livo
nia Churchill.

YOUTH SPORTS

Wanted: Umpires
for GCYBSA
By Tim Smith
S ta ff W r i t e r

There’s always a need
for young baseball and
softball players to get
involved in those sports.
But, according to Joe
Bottorff of the Greater
Canton Youth Baseball
and Softball Association,
the league’s future very
well could be jeopardized
down the line unless
there is an infusion of
new umpires.
An umpiring clinic is
taking place from 1-3 p.m.
Saturday, March 28, at
the Cherry Hill School
(comer of Cherry Hill
and Ridge roads in Can
ton) to help umpires with
three years or less of
experience.
“This is a great job for
high school and college
students,” said Bottorff,
also baseball coach at
Plymouth Christian Acad
emy. “Last year, we were
short umps so there are
plenty of games and op

portunities to earn mon
ey.”
According to Bottorff,
it is essential to replenish
the pool of available um
pires, which shrinks ev
ery year because of re
tirements.
“We do have a short
age of umps,” he said,
“and the reason is that
the growth of the leagues
has outpaced the recruit
ing of new umpires.”
And it doesn’t matter
if young men and women
don’t have a ton of experi
ence, as long as they are
willing to learn through
events such as the umpir
ing clinic.
Bottorff said game
fees range from $25 to
$50 per game depending
on the age group out on
the field.
Those who would like
to come out to the March
28 clinic are encouraged
to email Bottorff at cantonumps@gmail.com for
more information or to
register.
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school, “because there
were no teams to play
on.”
Her passion for the
sport was reignited once
she started her freshman
year at Franklin.
“I like tennis because
it’s a sport that’s easy to
have fun with,” she said.
“I’m not a super-compet
itive person, but it can
get competitive and it’s
also fun. I’ve met a lot of
great people, too.”
A busy schedule,
which includes working
at Senate Coney Island,
prevents McWilliams
from playing tennis yearround, but she still
brings a potent skill set
to the net.
“I’m pretty consistent;
I can usually get the ball
back,” she said, when
asked about her
strengths. “I’m not real
good at the trick shots or
I don’t have a super-fast
serve, but I can make my

YEAR
2007
2006
1997
1996
2005
2004
2003
2005
1976
1996
2001
1999
2008
2000
2001
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PREP PROFILE

Pressure positions don’t
faze unflappable Tanderys
Spartans sophomore
thrives where the
spotlight’s the brightest
By Ed Wright
S ta ff W r it e r

ED W R IG H T

Stevenson sophomore shortstop Chris Tanderys fires a throw to first base
during a Friday afternoon fielding drill.

If you’re ever looking for
Livonia Stevenson three-sport
standout Chris Tanderys at an
athletic venue, chances are
you’ll find him where most of
the action unfolds.
And that’s just the way the
sophomore likes it.
Following a highly produc
tive season as the starting Ste
venson varsity quarterback,
Tanderys played both guard
positions for Stevenson’s 19-1
junior varsity basketball team.
Beginning next week, he’ll
take over the reins at shortstop
for the school’s baseball team,
which is loaded with potential
following a district champi
onship finish to last year’s sea
son.
“I like taking on the leader
ship role and being where the

PREP BASEBALL PREVIEW

so I’m lucky.”
Tanderys was one of three
starting freshman infielders on
Stevenson’s district champi
onship baseball team last
spring. He carved out a stellar
.306 batting average, which is
more than respectable for a
senior, let alone a ninth-grader.
“I give a lot of credit for last
year to our senior shortstop
Billy Bonnano, who helped me a
lot in my development as a
varsity player,” Tanderys said.
“He’d always pick me up when
I’d make an error and my head
was down and he helped me
outside of baseball, too.”
Tanderys started playing
baseball as a first-grader for
the Livonia Junior Athletic
League. He started playing
travel baseball for the Michi
gan Bulldogs in fifth and sixth
grade before moving on to the
Michigan Mustangs in middle
school.
He currently competes for
the Michigan Bulls during the
summer months.
ewright@hometownlife. com

GIRLS HOCKEY

Excessive youth not a bad
thing for rising Spartans

Mercy girls win
state hockey title
By Dan O'Meara

Defending district
champions should be
even better in 2015

S ta ff W r it e r

By Ed Wright
S ta ff W r it e r

The fact that there are only
two 12’s listed under the
“grade” column on the Livonia
Stevenson baseball team’s
18-player roster could be prob
lematic ... if the players listed
to the left of all the 9’s, 10’s and
ll’s weren’t so talented.
For the second consecutive
season, head coach Rick Berry
man’s diamond squad will be
front-loaded with underclass
men, but considering four
freshmen started during the
Spartans’ Division 1 regional
semifinal game against Univer
sity of Detroit Jesuit last June,
youth can be a good thing.
“I tell the boys every year at
tryouts that I don’t care what
grade they’re in, as long as
they can play,” said Berryman,
whose only two seniors this
season are big-time contrib
utors C.J. Weiss, a speedy cen
ter fielder, and Jack Ferguson,
a left-handed pitcher/first
baseman/outfielder.
“The thing I like about this
year’s team is that everything
is coming quicker to the young
er kids because they have a
higher teaching point. We were
very young last year and we
got better and better, leading
up to winning the district. Our
sophomores have already
played in a regional game
against a very good U-D team
and lost 5-2, so we didn’t em
barrass ourselves.”
The Spartans finished with a
modest 17-18 record last year,
but the team that finished the
season was much more pol
ished than the one that started,
Berryman emphasized.
“We struggled early, losing a
lot of early leads like young
teams will do, but the growth
the players showed was im
pressive,” he said.
Of the 10 pitchers on the
Spartans’ roster, Ferguson is
the most accomplished. He has
signed to play at the next level
for Saginaw Valley State Uni
versity.
“Jack’s pitching and velocity
have improved immensely,”
Berryman said. “He’s a very
competitive athlete and he’ll
help us wherever we put him,
whether it’s on the mound, at
first base or in the outfield.”
Weiss, who is one of several
Spartans who also excelled for
Stevenson’s playoffs-qualifying
football team, is a top-of-theorder catalyst who has incred
ible range while playing center
field.
“C.J. covers a lot of ground
out there,” Berryman said.
“Hitting-wise last year, he
started out like a ball of fire. It
was his first year on varsity, so
he tapered off a little bit, but
when he gets on base, he’s
dangerous because of his
speed.”
Handling the bulk of the

action is at,” Tanderys said. “I
also understand my role with
the team, with the seniors pro
viding a lot of the leadership,
but I like stepping up when I
can, too.”
Tanderys admitted he
wouldn’t feel comfortable going
through a season without a
sport occupying his after-school
hours, although he’d probably
feel a little more rested.
“The toughest part about
playing three sports is the fa
tigue factor,” he said. “I do get
tired at times, but I love com
peting, so I’d miss the competi
tion and being part of a team if
I didn’t play three sports.”
Tanderys said the only way
he’s able to play multiple sports
is with the cooperation of his
teams’ coaching staffs.
“Luckily, I play for coaches
who understand I’m playing
other sports,” he said. “I play on
a summer baseball team and at
the same time I’m trying to get
in five-on-five and seven-onseven football. Both sides un
derstand that I need to be dif
ferent places at different times,

ED W R IG H T

Stevenson senior first baseman Jack Ferguson looks in a throw during
Friday afternoon's practice.

Farmington Hills Mercy’s
hockey team proved once
again defense is indeed the
key to winning a champi
onship.
The top-seeded Marlins
blanked both opponents in the
recent Michigan Metro Girls
High School Hockey tourna
ment and won their second.
Division 2 state title in three
years.
Mercy eliminated the de
fending champion P-C-S Pen
guins in a March 12 semifinal
at Eddie Edgar Arena, 2-0,
and they routed second-seed
ed Bloomfield Hills in the
final game two days later on
the same ice, 7-0.
Looking at the list of Mich
igan Metro scoring leaders,
the Marlins should have lost
decisively to the Black Hawks
in the title match. From an
offensive standpoint, that is.
Bloomfield Hills had the
league’s top four scorers and
five of the top eight, led by
senior Carolyn Andonian with
27 goals and 24 assists.
The five Black Hawks had
a combined total of 94 goals
and 187 points, but the Mar
lins managed to hold them
scoreless in the big game.
“Our team defense has
been really good all year,”
Mercy coach Joe Jones said.
“It starts with our goaltenders. We have two excellent
goaltenders. I’m not sure
which one is best. They’re
equally capable.
“We were fortunate this
year to have a lot of depth on
the blue line. We have seven
defensemen and a real deep
corps. One is a junior and the
rest are sophomores and
freshmen. They really
stepped up.”

ED W R IG H T

Stevenson junior catcher Frank Carlin fires a throw down to third base
Friday afternoon.

catching duties will be junior
Frank Carlin, a running back
on the football team and a
guard on the hoops squad.
“Frank has a very strong
arm, he blocks well and he’s
fast for a catcher,” Berryman
said.
Sophomore Nick Poulos will
also see plenty of time behind
the dish.
The Spartans are loaded at
first base, thanks to the pres
ence of Ferguson and the re
turn of sophomore Mark Pettersson, who started last year
as a freshman and hit a re
spectable .259.
Sophomore C.J. Breen has
locked down the second base
job after leading Stevenson in
hitting last year at a .358 clip.
Berryman said Breen will
likely serve as the team’s No. 3
or 4 hitter.
Sophomore Chris Tanderys
will handle the bulk of the
shortstop duties after playing
primarily third base as a fresh
man.
“Chris will also do some
closing for us on the mound;
he’s very poised for such a
young player,” Berryman said.

Junior Gordon Ferguson,
the younger brother of Jack,
will play some third base, out
field and can pitch. Freshman
Danny Morris will man the hot
corner when Ferguson is else
where.
“Danny, who is six-foot and
200 pounds, showed up at all of
our off-season workouts and he
proved that he belongs on var
sity,” Berryman said. “He’s
very sure-handed.”
Junior Nate Bunton can play
just about anywhere. He’ll see
a lot of time in the infield in
addition to serving as one of
the team’s top pitchers.
The outfield change depend
ing on who’s pitching and other
factors, Berryman said. Center
fielder Weiss will be the an
chor and he’ll often be flanked
by a combination including
Jack Ferguson, Austin Petrie,
Vince Jenaway, Dan Bos and
Nick Beers, among others.
Other key contributors will
include freshman Devin Dunn,
sophomore Dan Bullard and
juniors Nick Cotter and Joe
Dupuie.
ewright@hometownlife.com

Top-notch goalies
Caitlin Somerville is the
Mercy goalie who pitched the
shutout in the final game, and
Katy Kouvaris kept the Pen
guins off the scoreboard in
the semifinal. Both are ju
niors.
“Katy made some big, big
saves early in that game when
it was 0-0,” Jones said. “She
was the difference maker in
that game. Caitlin was just as
outstanding in the final game.
She had to make some big
saves in that one as well.”
Somerville and Kouvaris
were the second- and thirdbest goalies in the league,
statistically. Among those
with substantial minutes
played, they would be Nos. 1
and 2, respectively.
Somerville had a .900
goals-against average with
448 minutes of game time.
Kouvaris allowed an average
of one goal per game through
497 minutes.
The Mercy defensemen
include juniors Riley Ruffing,
sophomores Hannah Hamil
ton, Natalie Masopust, Amelia
Bartels, Cassie Roberts and
Maddie Jones and freshman
Taylor Mackenzie.
Roberts was injured and
didn’t play in the champi

onship game. Sophomore
Sophie Van Acker dropped
back from her forward posi
tion to help on defense, too.
“They have some girls on
that (Bloomfield Hills) team
that can really score,” Joe
Jones said. “We were relent
less with our defensive pres
sure, but I didn’t feel comfort
able until halfway through the
final period.
“Even with a 5-0 lead after
two, I was still concerned,
because I knew they could
score a lot of goals in a hurry.
I wasn’t fully comfortable
until the final buzzer went
off.”
Good offense, too
The Marlins also had some
offense of their own. Bal
anced scoring was a team
hallmark throughout the
season, and the statistics from
the final game reflected that
as six girls scored goals.
Senior captain Anna Julien
scored two goals and had one
assist for three points. Jones
(one goal, one assist) and
freshman Cara Hodgins (two
assists) notched two points
each.
Sophomores Emily
McCann and Mary Reeber,
freshman Makena Duval and
Van Acker contributed one
goal apiece.
Seniors Ana Kiafoulis and
Julia McAree, sophomore
Natalie Vaitas and freshman
Maddie Rennie also assisted
on single goals.
McCann, the only Mercy
player among the Michigan
Metro leaders with 18 goals
and 31 points for sixth place,
and Julien scored goals in the
semifinal win.
“We played a minimum of
three lines, sometimes four
and even a fifth for some
games,” Jones said. “In the
championship game, all 22
girls played and contributed
to the outcome.
“We had some very bal
anced scoring. Even though
our team was the best team in
the league, we didn’t have
anybody at the top of the
leader board in points. We
were definitely a team and
not a couple of individuals.
“We gave up 22 goals in 23
games. With our depth at
forward, we tend to have the
puck a lot, and the other team
can’t score if we have the
puck.”
Jones thought the Marlins
had a chance to be successful
at the start of the season. With
such a young team, he wasn’t
sure how it would perform,
however.
“We got better and better
as the year went on,” he said.
“We didn’t play very well in
the semifinal. We played like
we were nervous. We got the
bugs out of the system going
into the final game and played
really well.
“Scoring the first goal in
the final was huge for us,
because I think it gave us a
confidence boost. We were
consistent throughout the
game.”
Twitter: @domeara5
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COLLEGE BASKETBALL

Second-half woes cost Schoolcraft
By Tim Smith
Staff Writer

Seemingly since the
start of 2015 the School
craft Ocelots’ men’s bas
ketball team has been
invincible, riding a hot
streak to the MCCAA
championship and taking
on all comers in the sub
sequent NJCAA District
10 tournament.
But after starting the
NJCAA Division II na
tional tournament in
Danville, 111., with a vic
tory on Thesday against
Genesee Community
College, the Ocelots met
their match Thursday
night against John Wood
Community College.
Schoolcraft imploded
in the second half, being
outscored 50-30, and
wound up falling 89-66 to
end hopes of winning a
national championship.
The Ocelots did re
spond Friday with a 81-74
win over Kishwaukee
College and will advance
to Saturday’s contest for
fifth place.
That win came one
day too late, however, as
Schoolcraft looked to
reach the semifinals with
a victory against John
Wood. At halftime, the
Ocelots only trailed 3936.
Unfortunately for the
Ocelots, now 31-4, only
one of the teams on the
court had it going offen
sively in the second half
and it wasn’t Schoolcraft.
“We just didn’t move
the ball well offensively,
and they did a very good
job of making their
shots,” said Mashhour,

JOHN KEMSKI |EXPRESS PHOTO

Schoolcraft College's
Ja'Christian Biles (No. 10).
shown from the regular
season, was an offensive
force for the Ocelots both
Tuesday and Thursday at
nationals.

summing up the telltale
second half. “They got
out on transition against
us.”
The Ocelots made just
10-31 from the floor in the
second half (32 percent)
while John Wood blis
tered the nets at a .556
clip (15-27), also draining
nine of 15 tries from
behind the 3-point arc.
Doing much of that
damage was Paxton Har
mon. He registered 24
points, but tallied 18 of
those on treys (6-10). Also
in double figures for
John Wood were Brody
Gronewold (16 points),
Peter Odia and Jordan
Johnson (15 points each).

Rushing it
After John Wood ex
panded its lead early in

the second half, School
craft players fell into the
trap of trying to “match
them,” Mashhour
stressed.
“We can make threes
too, we’ve done it all
year,” Mashhour said.
“But at the same time we
do it when we pass the
ball, when we move the
bah.
“Guys came down and
tried to go 1-on-l and get
it back right away, and it
was a little sign of our
immaturity.”
Tuesday’s scoring star
for Schoolcraft, guard
Ja’Christian Biles, had
another strong game
Thursday with a team
leading 16 points.
Chipping in with 12
points was Lito Brown
while Javan Taylor added
11 points along with six
rebounds.
The top rebounder for
the Ocelots was Anthony
Wartley-Fritz, with sev
en.
Westland John Glenn
product Dre Black tallied
six points while Canton
alum Davon Taylor
helped out with two
points and three re
bounds in just under 10
minutes of action. Taylor
fouled out, however.
Friday against Kish
waukee, Taylor was one
of the standouts. He
scored 12 points and
grabbed six rebounds in
18:36 of playing time.
Booth and Tyler John
son (Howell) tallied 18
and 16 points, respective
ly.
tsmith@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @TimSmith_Sports

City o f Livonia: Regular Meeting Synopsis: 03/02/2015
Present: Pastor, Meakin, Toy, Scheel, Nash, Kritzman, Brosnan
Absent: None
New Data announced and filed.
#44-15 Approving the minutes of meeting on 2/18/15.
#45-15 Granting a waiver of the Noise Ordinance to O’Malley’s Bar & Grill for their St.
Patrick’s Celebration on 3/17/2015.
#46-15 Approving an increase in senior golf fees at Fox Creek, Idyl Wyld, and Whispering
Willows Golf Courses for the 2015 season.
#47-15 Approving an increase in greens fees at Fox Creek, Idyl Wyld, and Whispering
Willows Golf Courses for the 2015 season.
#48-15 Authorizing the purchase of a refurbished golf course irrigation pump station for the
Whispering Willows Golf Course from budgeted funds.
#49-15 Authorizing the purchase of a Cardiac Monitor/Defibrillator for the Fire Department
from budgeted funds.
#50-15 Authorizing the purchase of (3) vehicles to be utilized by the Fire Inspectors/
Investigators from budgeted funds.
#51-15 Approving the purchase of (1) Fire Engine Pumper to replace a 2003 Pumper from
budgeted funds.
#52-15 Accepting a grant from DTE and authorizing an additional expenditure from
budgeted funds to retrofit 229 Mercury Vapor Streetlights to LED.
#53-15 Refer the question of total city street light replacement with LED’s to Committee.
#54-15 Authorizing the City to execute an agreement with MDOT for the rehabilitation and
reconstruction work along Levan Road from budgeted funds.
#55-15 Authorizing extending Contract 14-C with Hard Rock Concrete, Inc to cover all work
required in connection with the 2015 Concrete Road Repair Program.
#56-15 Approving the site plan for Petition 2015-01-0-01 submitted by John Verdouniotis
(Mama Mia).
#57-15 Refer the m atter of a request for a contract extension between the City of Livonia
and Waste Management to Committee.
#58-15 Accepting cash and gift donations from various contributors for the purposes
designated by the donors. (Community Resources)
#59-15 Accepting cash and gift donations from various contributors to pay for Nehasil Park
construction and ongoing maintenance.
Meeting adjourned at 7:45 p.m.
Full text of the official minutes available in the Office of the City Clerk.
Susan A. Hoff
Livonia City Clerk
Published: March 22, 2015
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CITY OF LIVONIA
NOTICE OF THE PROVISIONS OF THE
NOXIOUS WEED AND REFUSE ORDINANCE
TO: All owners, occupants or possessors of subdivided lands or lots:
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that in accordance with Title 8, Chapter 40 of the Livonia
Code of Ordinances, as amended, of the City of Livonia, all noxious weeds, or other weeds,
grass, brush or deleterious, unhealthful growths exceeding a height of nine (9) inches, or any
refuse or debris growing, standing or lying upon any property in the City of Livonia, shall
be cut down, destroyed or removed as the case may be, by May 1 of each year and as many
times thereafter as may be necessary. If any noxious weeds or other weeds, grass, brush or
deleterious, unhealthful growths exceeding a height of nine (9) inches, or any refuse or debris,
growing, standing or lying upon any property in the City so ordered to be cut down, destroyed
or removed by May 1, as aforesaid, have not been removed by the owner or occupant of the
premises, then the City of Livonia is hereby authorized to enter upon the land and destroy, cut
down or remove said noxious weeds, grass, brush or deleterious, unhealthful growths exceeding
a height of (9) inches, or any refuse or debris growing, standing or lying upon any property in
the City at the expense of the owner or occupant of said land. The City may cut down, destroy
or remove noxious weeds, or other weeds, grass, brush or deleterious, unhealthful growths
exceeding a height of nine (9) inches or any refuse or debris, growing, standing or lying upon
any property in the City as many times as is necessary and charge the costs to the property
owner.
In the event the owner or occupant, or any person or persons, agent, firm or corporation having
control or management of any subdivided land in any subdivision in which buildings have
been erected on sixty percent (60%) of the lots included in th at subdivision and where such
subdivision has a residential zoning classification of R-l, R-2, R-3, R-4, R-5, R-6 or R-U-F, or
the owners or occupants, or any person or persons, agent, firm or corporation having control
or management of any property, regardless of zoning classification, which abuts or is adjacent
to the aforementioned subdivisions for a depth of two hundred (200) feet, or the owners or
occupants, or person or persons, agent, firm or corporation, having control or management of
any property, regardless of zoning classification, which abuts or is adjacent to any developed
public park or any developed school or college grounds, whether public, private or parochial,
for a depth of two hundred (200) feet, or the owners or occupants, or person or persons, agent,
firm or corporation having control or management of any property, regardless of zoning
classification, along all improved streets in common usage for a depth of two hundred (200)
feet or the depth of the property, whichever is less, shall fail, refuse or neglect to comply with
the above mentioned ordinance, the City shall cause said noxious weeds, grass, brush, or
deleterious, unhealthful growths exceeding a height of nine (9) inches, or any refuse or debris
growing, standing or lying upon any property in the City to be cut down, destroyed or removed.
Provided, further, th at any lands which are situated within the floodplains of any natural
streams or watercourses, or any area between the lower or upper banks of such streams or
watercourses, shall be exempted from the provisions of this ordinance. All expenses incurred
by the City in the cutting, destruction or removal of same will be levied and collected against
such property in the manner provided by law. The expenses incurred in cutting, destruction, or
removal of all noxious weeds, or other weeds, grass, brush or deleterious, unhealthful growths
exceeding a height of nine (9) inches, or any refuse or debris growing, standing or lying upon
any property shall include, but are not limited to, an administrative charge of seventy-five
($75.00) dollars for each of the first two instances in a calendar year of cutting, destruction,
or removal, which administrative charge shall increase to one hundred twenty-five ($125.00)
dollars for the third and each subsequent instance of cutting, destruction, or removal required
in the same calendar year.
Failure to comply with the requirements set forth in Title 8, Chapter 40 of the Livonia Code
of Ordinances, as amended, may also result in the prosecution for same, and liability to the
extent of the penalty therein provided.
A. Alexander Bishop, CBO
Director of Inspection
City of Livonia
Publish: March 12 and March 22,2015
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Pictured from left are Livonia Franklin senior tennis captains Chelsea McWilliams, Kaity
Swenson, Ki-Jana Malone and Ashlee Mahoney.

PREP TENNIS PREVIEW

Pats’ rebuilding season
off to strong start
Franklin wins first two matches in wake of graduation losses
By Ed Wright
S ta ff W r it e r

Judging by its early
season results, 2015 may
not be a rebuilding sea
son after all for the Li
vonia Franklin girls
tennis team.
After losing nearly
half of its 2014 starting
lineup to graduation, the
Patriots have opened
their spring slate with a
pair of victories over
Dearborn High (in a
scrimmage) and Livonia
Ladywood.
Head coach Rick
Clack attributes the
Patriots’ early success
to a number of factors,
including a diligent off
season training regimen.
“Probably about onethird of our team plays
year-round, including
over the winter at the
Fairlane Racquet Club
in Dearborn,” Clack
said. “It’s an excellent
group of girls who are
very dedicated to the
sport.”
The Patriots will be
led by No. 1 singles play
er Kendall Payne, a
junior who displayed a
wide range of skills
during her 6-4, 6-1 vic
tory over her Ladywood
opponent on Thursday at
Shelden Park.
“Kendall is a very
good player who is
ranked in the 20s by the
USTA,” Clack said.
“Even though three of
our four singles players
are new to singles, three
of them are 2-0, so we’re
off to a good start.”
Senior Chelsea
McWilliams has earned
the No. 2 singles spot
following two solid

ED W R IG H T

Livonia Franklin's No. 1 singles player Kendall Payne connects
on a forehand shot Thursday afternoon during her
straight-sets victory against Ladywood.

years as a varsity dou
bles player, while junior
Carla Yanez and senior
Ashlee Mahoney start
the season at the 3 and 4
singles positions, re
spectively.
Yanez won 6-1, 6-0, on
Thursday while Maho
ney outlasted her Blazer
opponent, 4-6, 6-4, 7-4.
The Patriots’ five
doubles contingents are
anchored by the No. 1
tandem of seniors Kaity
Swenson and Snigda
Thyagaraj, who won 7-6,
6-4, on Thursday.
The No. 2 doubles duo
of Ki-Jana Malone and
Haley Griffin offer a
mix of experience and
youth, as Malone is a
senior and Griffin a
sophomore.
The future is as

bright as the present for
Franklin given that two
of its other starting
doubles teams include
freshmen. The No. 3
twosome consists of
senior Janki Patel and
freshman Yasmeen
Freeman, while the No.
4 duet is made of ninthgrader Grace Mathews
and junior Estela Ochoa.
“Both the freshmen
are year-round players,
so they should provide
us with a lot of talent for
years to come,” Clack
said.
Thursday’s No. 5
doubles duo of sopho
more Elaine Homer and
junior Emma Fogle
swept their match, 6-0,
6-0.
ewright@hometownlife. com

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BIDS
CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
2015 DWRF PROJECT# 7356-01: PHASE II - WATER MAIN
REPLACEMENTS
Sealed proposals for the 2015 DWRF P R O JE C T #7356-01: PHASE II WATER MAIN
REPLACEMENTS will be received at the Livonia City Hall, 33000 Civic Center Drive,
Livonia, Michigan 48154 until 2:00 p.m., Local Time, on April 7, 2015 at which time the
bids will be publicly opened and read aloud.
A m andatory pre-bid m eeting will be held in the West Conference Room a t the Department
of Public Works Building, 12973 Farmington Road, Livonia, Michigan (734) 466-2655 at 2:00
p.m. on Tuesday, March 31, 2015. Bids w ill not be accepted from those bidders who
do not attend.
The City of Livonia seeks proposals for the following:
2015 DWRF Project #7356-01: Phase II Water Main Replacements with associated restoration
at several locations within the City of Livonia.
The following approximate quantities are for some of the major items of work for this project:
Water Main, HDPE, 8 inch, Directional Drill

27,350 FT

Water Main, HDPE, 8 inch, Pipe Bursting
Water Main, Class 54, Dl, 8 inch, Tr Det G, W/Polywrap

13,750 FT

Gate Valve and Well, 8 inch
Fire Hydrant
1” Copper Water Service and Curb Stop Box

3,100 FT
89 EA
102 EA
1,145 EA

Instructions to bidders and specifications will be available starting March 23. 2015 and may
be obtained by registering with the Michigan Inter-Governmental Trade Network (MITN) at
www. govbids. com/scripts/mitn/Public/home 1. asp.
Each proposal shall be accompanied by a certified check in the amount of five percent (5%)
of the proposal, payable to the City of Livonia, as security for the acceptance of the contract.
A bid bond on the Michigan Standard Form, issued by an approved Surety Company, may be
furnished in lieu of a certified check. No electronic bids will be allowed.
All bids shall be opened publicly at the date and time specified. Each bid shall be recorded
together with the name of the bidder. Bids shall be in accordance with the requirements of this
notice in order to be deemed “responsive.”
Bids are to be submitted in a sealed envelope, plainly marked “BID - 2015 DWRF PROJECT
#7356-01: PHASE II WATER MAIN REPLACEMENTS” and received by the City Clerk on
or before the time and date given above.
No bidder may withdraw his proposal within one hundred twenty (120) calendar days after the
date set for opening thereof. The right to accept any bid, to reject any or all proposals and to
waive irregularities in bidding is reserved by the City of Livonia. Portions of this Contract may
be deleted due to unforeseen circumstances without compensation. Acceptance of any bid does
not constitute a binding agreement until a w ritten contract is signed by both parties.
This project will be partly funded through the Michigan Department of Environmental
Quality’s State Revolving Fund Program. The Bidder must comply with all federal regulations
as detailed in the Instructions to Bidders.
Todd J. Zilincik, P.E.
City Engineer
Publish: March 22, 2015

Jack E. Kirksey
Mayor
LO 5000235M 7

3x7.5

B5 (WGRL)
SUNDAY,
MARCH 22, 2015

COMMUNITY LIFE

OBSERVER &
ECCENTRIC MEDIA
HOMETOWN
LIFE.COM

Madonna professor promotes
the positives of aging well
By Sharon Dargay
Staff Writer

Sue-Anne Sweeney lives
what she teaches.
Assistant professor and
chair of Madonna University’s
Aging Studies program, Swee
ney has cared for elderly rela
tives for 24 years, serving as
patient advocate, direct care
giver, care coordinator, and
respite provider. She worked
as a hospital nurse’s aide and
for an Area Agency on Aging
before joining the Madonna
faculty in 2005. She signed up
for Medicare two years ago
when she turned 65 and she’s
not afraid to use the “O” word.
“Rather than saying I’m not
old, I say, yeah, I’m old. And
I’m active, I’m contributing.
I’m taking care of myself,”
said Sweeney, who shared her
views on aging with the Ob
server last week. “I think that
promoting positive aging and
the potential of later life, cre
ativity in old age, encore ca
reers and continuing to make a
contribution, is going to
change aging. It’s going to
change the way we age.“
Sweeney’s personal journey
as a senior and elder care pro
vider to grandparents, in-laws
and parents has helped inform
her teaching in a program that
is celebrating its 40th anniver
sary through September. In
honor of the gerontology de
partment’s 40th year, the uni
versity reviewed and revised
programs, changed the depart
ment’s name and added online
courses that lead to certif
icates in dementia care, aging
and older adults, and end-oflife care.
“I think we used to focus
somewhat more on recreation
and that kind of thing. Now
we’re focusing more on social
trends, policy and health care
which is changing radically,”
Sweeney said.
Madonna University offers
the only bachelor’s degree in
aging studies in Michigan and
it’s researching the potential
for a graduate credential. Ma
jors include aging studies and
long-term care administration.
Students can concentrate on
care management or nursing
home administration within
the long-term care major.
Like Sweeney, for whom
aging studies has included

S U B M ITTE D

Sue-Anne Sweeney heads Madonna
University's Aging Studies program,
which is celebrating its 40th
anniversary.

real-life experience as well as
academic research, students in
the bachelor’s degree program
are expected to engage in the
community by visiting elder
care environments and volun
teering there if possible.
“We don’t want them to
learn it all from a textbook.”
Students in the program are
“older” and some have re
turned to school for “encore”
careers.

New image needed
“We tend to have an older
student population because
younger people don’t think so
much about aging. We try to
make the point that there are
jobs out there, but we have
such an ageist society. We can
reinvent aging if we really
made an effort, a communica
tions effort, a health promotion
effort.

“I think we need to stop
thinking about the rocking
chair. Nobody is sitting in that
rocking chair any more. We’re
out doing stuff with our grandkids. Sometimes we’re raising
our grandkids. We’re volun
teering. We just need to change
our perception. I think the
media need to understand that
older adults control a great
deal of money and they aren’t
just buying medical equipment
and over-the-counter medica
tion. A lot of older adults keep
up with fashion and are in
terested in (electronic) de
vices. A whole lot of people
have tablets and smartphones.
And if we’re not buying them
for ourselves, we are buying
them for grandchildren.”
Sweeney urges young adults
to begin planning for their
middle and twilight years by
investing in savings and retire

ment plans, maintaining a
healthy diet, exercising, and
stopping tobacco use. She’s
encouraged by the prolifer
ation of employers who offer
benefits with built-in incen
tives for losing weight, stop
ping smoking and decreasing
cholesterol levels. Some com
panies even maintain a walk-in
clinic on site.
“One-quarter to one-third of
your life may be spent as an
older adult. How do you want
to live that? Do you want to be
on a walker or needing oxygen
or do you want to be vigorous
and enjoy life? I think that’s
the kind of message we need to
be telling them. People need to
start thinking about aging
rather than the mass denial we
do.”

Health care transparency

gress in the coalitions and
networks that have formed
among hospitals, community
services and long-term care
facilities. They’re working
together in the effort to pro
vide elderly patients continu
ous care and to prevent hospi
tal readmissions.
“But there is an awful lot of
money that goes into admini
stration,” she said. “I think
understanding the transpar
ency movement around the
cost of health care is impor
tant. We have this notion — I
can always get a knee replaced
or a hip replaced. But if we
knew what the cost was, then
we’d realize it’s never as good
as what God gave us.”
Read more about Sweeney’s
views on aging at her blog,
Aging is Serious Business,
madonnaugerontology. wordpress.com/.
Hear Roger L. Myers, CEO
and president of Presbyterian
Villages of Michigan, talk
about “Entreprenurial Ven
tures for the Senior Market,” 7
p.m. Tbesday, April 14, in
Kresge Hall at Madonna Uni
versity, 36600 Schoolcraft,
Livonia. Admission to this
McManus Distinguished Busi
ness Lecture is free, although
an RSVP is requested. Contact
Lori by April 7 at 734-432-5589
or lgatt@madonna.edu. The
lecture is presented by Madon
na’s Aging Studies Department
and the School of Business.

Sweeney sees positive pro

Will U.S. follow France
on product quality?

(

Some of the more than 800 dresses that will be
sold for $20 each March 28 at St. Paul's
Presbyterian Church, Livonia.

Prom dresses sell
for $20 each at
annual church event
St. Paul's Presbyterian Church in Livonia
will offer more than 800 prom gowns for $20
each at its annual 2nd Life Prom Dress Sale, 9
a.m. to 1 p.m. Saturday, March 28. Doors will
open at 8 a.m.
This year’s sale is bigger than ever. In addi
tion to the gowns — some with original sale
tags up to $999 — the sale will include dozens
of shoes, wraps, purses, and jewelry. Accesso
ries will be sold for less than $5.
The church plans for the event throughout
the year, dedicated to the idea that every girl
should go to prom without worrying about the
cost. Girls also buy the dresses for other for
mal events.
Callie Gross-Johnston, the brainchild and
leader of the event, contacts stores for dona
tions and then personally collects them. Dress
es are evaluated and sorted. Some need clean
ing because they’ve been used as try-on sam
ples. Others need repairs, such as zipper re
placements, beading and re-tacked shoulder
straps. Church volunteers also create fitting
rooms with curtains and mirrors, set up jewel
ry, accessory and shoe racks, along with seam-

S U B M IT T E D PHO TO S

Howie Gross, 5, helps sort and match shoes donated
for the 2nd Life Prom Dress Sale in Livonia.

stress areas where minor alterations will be
done on site.
The money the church receives from the
sale goes toward other community outreach
projects, including a food pantry that gives out
hundreds of bags of food to those in need,
youth mission work, backpacks and school
supplies for children.
The church is located at Five Mile and Ink
ster Road. Visit the sale’s Facebook page at
facebook.com/events/841344182593060/ or call
Pam Phillips at 734-634-2445 or Callie GrossJohnston at 734-634-2446.

understand that France has
Joe
mandated a new law direct
ed at the manufacturers of
Gagnon
appliances to help frustrated
APPLIANCE
homeowners take a stand on
DOCTOR
the poor quality of appliances
being produced in their coun
try. Manufacturers will put a
purchase one? Will it take an
two-year warranty on the prod act of Congress here in this
ucts. If a problem occurs, the
country? Maybe it should.
consumer can receive a new
Poor quality
product within that two-year
period. Manufacturers must
I come from an era when
give a customer the average
things were a lot better than
life span and they must state
today, but we still had defects
how long parts will be avail
that needed correction and we
able for a particular product.
took care of it pronto. From the
Noncompliance will mean a
flaws, we learned how to do it
$1,600 fine for each occur
right and the appliance indus
rence.
try was great in customer
All of this is being done
satisfaction and people bought
because there is a known built- our products because we cre
in obsolescence in products
ated brand loyalty. That is not
that creates more and more
the case today. Start looking at
appliance reviews and you will
sales for manufacturers in the
end. When I read this recent
read for hours and in the end,
news story, all I could think
you won’t know what to pur
about is the need in this coun
chase because you will be con
try for such a law. Just three
fused. In just plain old English,
years ago, the appliance giants the quality of many appliances
cut back their warranties to a
today is nothing but pure junk.
one-year period. In my opinion,
Now this part of my column
appliances are made so cheap
is dedicated to the very people
today that any warranty over
in Washington who are respon
one year would cripple the
sible for the word junk. That is
bottom line of any P & L. The
our energy department that
recent announcement by Speed makes decisions on energy
Queen that its washers now
consumption without any
have a five-year full warranty
thought in regards to the con
is a sure sign that they must
sequences. These people have
have a lot of confidence in how to live with the same products
they build them.
we do but I guess their impor
The above information is
tant, dictating jobs take prece
just another statement to ver
dence over the quality of a
ify what this old appliance
wash load. Oh no, they are not
doctor has been saying and
done yet. They are going after
writing about for the past sev
the furnace motor, the clothes
eral years. How can we get the dryer and before long, prob
quality back into the produc
ably the hair dryer. Come this
tion of major appliances and
April 15, hot water heaters will
give all consumers the quality
that they expect when they
See GAGNON, Page B6
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GARDEN & NATURE CALENDAR
Bug hunters

Send material for the Garden
& Nature Calendar to Sharon
Dargay, sdargay@hometownlife.com.

Tree, shrub sales
» The Wayne County Conserva
tion District holds its annual tree
sale through March 27. Trees
include varieties of maples, oaks,
black cherry, hybrid poplar, coni
fers, native trees to attract birds
and wildlife, and fruit trees, such
as honeycrisp and other apples,
plums, peaches, pears, and cher
ries.
Learn more and order online at
waynecd.org or call 313- 418-0700.
Orders due March 27.
» ReLeaf Michigan is taking
orders through Friday, April 17,
for trees, shrubs and evergreens.
Cost is $15 for evergreens, $18 for
shrubs, $50 for specialty trees,
and $36 for trees including hon
eycrisp apple, sugar maple and
American linden. Proceeds from
the sale support ReLeaf Michi
gan’s statewide tree education
and planting program. For de
scriptions, photos and online or
dering, visit ReLeafMichigan.org.
Pickup is from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m.
Saturday, May 2, at seven loca
tions, including Handy Park,
26590 Capitol, Redford Township,
Washtenaw Farm Council
Grounds, 5055 Ann Arbor-Saline
Road, Ann Arbor, and Goldner
Walsh Nursery, Inc., 559 Orchard
Lake Road, Pontiac.

Friends of the Rouge needs
volunteers to help look for stoneflies, mayflies and other aquat
ic insects at the annual Spring
Bug Hunt on April 18. Volunteers
must pre-register by April 3.
Children are welcome when ac
companied by a participating
adult. The event starts at 9 a.m. at
the University of Michigan-Dearborn’s Environmental Interpre
tive Center. Volunteers are as
signed to teams that each travel
to two sites where they look for
living things in samples collected
from the river under the direc
tion of a trained team leader. Sign
up at therouge.org

Livonia Garden Club
Sue Grubba will talk about
which plants are worth buying
and which plants to avoid, at 7
p.m. Tuesday, April 7, at the Civic
Park Senior Center, 15218 Far
mington Road, Livonia. Grubba is
an Advanced Master Gardner,
president of the Association of
Professional Gardeners, Michi
gan School of Gardening instruc
tor, landscape designer and owner
of Creative Scapes in Rochester
Hills. Visitors are welcome. For
more information, visit livoniagardenclub.org or email
rmo78jsa@aol.com.

English Gardens
» Garden Party weekend, Saturday-Sunday, March 28-29, of

fers a variety of free presenta
tions. Learn about organic gar
dening, cacti, landscape design,
hydrangeas, flowering bulbs,
preventing animal and insect
damage, growing a beautiful
lawn, container gardening and
more. For a complete schedule,
visit englishgardens.com.
Classes are held at all stores
unless noted. Area stores are at
155 N. Maple, Ann Arbor, 734-3327900; 22650 Ford Road in Dear
born Heights, 313-278-4433; 4901
Coolidge Highway, Royal Oak,
248-280-9500; and 6370 Orchard
Lake Road, West Bloomfield;
248-851-7506.

Educational conference
Tickets are available for the
Master Gardener of Oakland
County third annual Educational
Garden Conference, “Gardening
and All That Jazz - Innovation
and Sustainability For Your Gar
den.” Tickets $80. The event runs
8 a.m. to 4:15 p.m. April 25 at the
Oakland Schools Conference
Center, 2111 Pontiac Lake Road,
Waterford. It will include a gar
den market, presentations by Will
Allen, CEO of Growing Power;
Matthew Benson, photographer,
writer and organic farmer; and
Kerry Ann Mendez, who teaches
low-maintenance perennial gar
dening. Entertainment by Kerry
Price and The Dave Bennett
Quartet. Pay online or download a
form for mailing. Visit mgsoc.org.
No registration at the door.

Families of dementia patients
can get home care grants
The Alzheimer’s and
Dementia Care Relief
Grant Program awarded
its first grants last week
to more than 130 fam
ilies, including two in
Michigan.
The program, offered
by Home Instead Senior
Care and Hilarity for
Charity, gives grant re
cipients free in-home
care services. Grants
range from short-term
periods of 25 hours to
long-term care, based on
each family’s needs.
“Sometimes, just a
few hours a week can
provide a welcome break
for family caregivers,”
said Jeff Huber, Home
Instead Senior Care
president. “Having the
peace of mind that your
loved one is being cared
for by a highly skilled
caregiver can allow fam
ilies to focus on the other

Benefit funds new beds
for children at First Step
Giving Hope, Women’s
Giving Circle will hold its
annual charity event
6:30-9 p.m. Wednesday,
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BARTH, IRENE C.
Age 91, of Fenton, formerly of
Farmington Hills, died Thursday,
March 19, 2015. Funeral services
have been held. Irene was bom
November 26, 1923 in Chicago,
Illinois, the daughter of Borgild
and
Marie
(Petersen)
Christensen. She married Donald
F. Barth August 31, 1946 in
Marlette. She was a member of
First Presbyterian Church of
Farmington. Irene loved flowers
and gardening. Surviving is her
husband of 68 years, Donald;
four children, Douglas and wife
Janet Barth of Clarksville,
Maryland, Dennis and wife Do
lores Barth of Mt. Pleasant,
Christine and husband Mark
Barton
of
Fenton,
and
Steven and wife Cindy Barth of
Madison,
Mississippi;
six
grandchildren and four great
grandchildren; and several nieces
and nephews. She was preceded
in death by her parents; brothers,
Vernon and Bruce Christensen;
and sister, Evelyn Shoup. Online
tributes may be posted on the
obituaries page at
www.sharpfuneralhomes.com.

BROOKS, BRADFORD
Bom September 15, 1937. In
1953 he met Margaret Jean
Chabot who was to be the love
of his life. They were married
February 10, 1957 and raised
four wonderful children in
Livonia, MI. Bradford Jr.,
Richard
(Barbra),
Deborah
(Frank Pepp), and Sandra (David
Gasior). Bradford also left
behind 11 grandchildren, and
nine great-grandchildren. Brad
worked his way from mailroom
to executive during his 32 years
at General Motors and had
recently moved to Ft. Myers
Florida where on March 17,
2015 he sadly lost his 2 year
battle with cancer. Memorial to
be held at a later date. The
family requests no flowers, but
any donations should go to
Hospice, American Veterans, or
the American Cancer Society.

BROWN,
DYMPNA (DEE)
The world lost a remarkable
woman when Dee Brown passed
away in her sleep on March 12,
2015 at the age of 96. She was
bom on June 9, 1918 in Belding,
Michigan with the beautiful Irish
name of Dympna Amata Byrnes
and grew up on a farm with eight
brothers and sisters. In ,1940, she
married James Hill from Lowell,
Michigan and started a family of
her own. Eventually, they settled
in southeastern Michigan. After
many years together in Wayne,
James passed away. In 1990,
Dee married Thomas Brown, a
very popular Westland mayor
and State Representative.
Dee, who also had the nickname
“Dimples”, was well known for
her sparkling blue eyes, endless
energy and zest for life. She
loved words, music, gardening
and was a devoted Detroit Tigers
fan. Dee always looked forward
to going to the casino or playing
cards with her family. At 96
years old, she still lived
independently, drove her own
car and surfed the Internet.
Dee will always be remembered
with love by friends and family.
She is survived by her beloved
children, Thomas Hill (Karen),
William Hill (Susan), Gerald
Hill
(Sharon)
and
Linda
Hill-Lindsay (Joe) as well as
nine cherished grandchildren and
eleven great-grandchildren. In
accordance with her wishes, no
funeral is planned. A Mass will
be held in her honor at St.
Mary’s Church in Wayne on Fri
day, April 10 at 10:30 a.m. An
informal Celebration of Life will
follow at 11:30 a.m. in Haney
Hall at the adjacent St. Mary’s
School._____________________

LOUVIERE, JR.,
LEVIS JOSEPH "JAY"
Bom January 11, 1929; passed
8:35 p.m., March 14, 2015. Bom
and raised in Port Arthur, Texas,
Jay was an outstanding student
and high school Texas State
Latin Champion. He began
attending the love of his
post-secondary
educational
career, Texas A&M University,
at the age of 16, later transferring
to Rice University, from which
he graduated in 1951. He could
be heard screaming “Gig ‘em,
Aggies!” at the television
whenever an A&M game was
on. If the Aggies weren’t
playing, a University of Texas
game would do as a substitute,
when “Hook 'em, Homs!” would
be the battle cry. A not-sopromising baseball career was
cut short during his college years
when, while playing catcher, he
and the pitcher collided while
attempting to field a foul ball.
Jay left his top four front teeth in
the pitcher’s forehead, but the
upper plate he ended up with as a
result could be removed on
occasion for practical jokes,
often around Halloween, and
usually accompanied by a pirate
like “Arrrrrr!” He met the love
of his life, Mary Matilda
“Tootsie” Domico, in 1947 on a
blind date arranged by his soonto-be
brother-in-law,
Basil
Coats, who was her classmate in
nurses’ training. Not initially
charmed by the Naval ROTC
cadet, and having a hole burned
in her stocking by Jay’s
cigarette, Tootsie continued to
date Jay, who was hopelessly
smitten with her. Tootsie was
soon diagnosed with Multiple
Sclerosis and bedridden shortly
thereafter, but Jay would make
the two-hour drive from Port
Arthur to Alexandria, Louisiana,
most weekends to see her during
her seven-year illness, and told
her, “Babe, when you get well,
we’re gettin’ married.” They
walked down the aisle in 1955,
and had their sons Tony in 1958,
and Thad in 1961. Tootsie
passed on August 3, 2012. Jay
was assigned as a gunnery
officer to the destroyer U.S.S.
Shelton, DD-790, during the
Korean Conflict, where he was
known
by
his
nickname
“Frenchy”. On February 22,
1952, while shelling the coast,
the fire director he was
commanding was hit by 210mm
mortar fire from shore, and he
took
shrapnel
across
his
forehead, for which he was
awarded the Purple Heart. His
father, Levis Sr., commented
“Thank God he got hit in the
head. If it would have been
anywhere else, it would have
killed him.” He recovered from
his injury and returned to his
ship, completed his tour of duty,
and was discharged May 31,
1954. He began his career in
plumbing products sales as a
representative
of
American
Standard, for whom he worked
for 20 years, then for distributors

• H o lid a y d e a d lin e s a re s u b je c t t o c h a n g e .

in the northwest Ohio and south
east Michigan areas, and moved
to life insurance and investing,
retiring from professional life in
1991. A lifelong Catholic, Jay
was active in the parishes of the
churches where he attended
Mass, often ushering, distribut
ing communion, or lectoring,
and was a member of the
Knights of Columbus while in
parishes
in
Sylvania
and
Maumee, Ohio. While living in
Dexter Township, Michigan, Jay
became aware that he had a
problem with alcohol, and began
attending meetings of Alcoholics
Anonymous. After a brief
amount of “research”, he sobered
permanently in February of
1993, and soon became a
founding member of new
meetings in the Dexter area, and
later in Bella Vista, Arkansas,
where he carried the moniker
“Mr. Compassion” for his
brusque counsel to new and
returning members. Jay moved
from his home on Kirkcaldy
Lane in Bella Vista to the
Concordia community there,
where he became known as “The
Cookie Man” for his highvolume production of cookies
and scones, which he freely and
happily distributed to all. He
realized that living on his own
was becoming too great of a
challenge, and proposed moving
in with his son Tony and wife
Loretta, who lovingly welcomed
him into their home in upstate
New York in late January. It
wasn’t possible to be a stranger
to Jay. His gregariousness and
humor
were
irresistible
attractants,
and
his pithy
.observations, some original and
some passed along from others,
known as “Jayisms”, were
legendary, some examples being:
“I’m gonna be on you like a
rooster on a Junebug”; “He was
grinnin’ like a ‘possum eatin’
yellowjackets”; “I’m off like a
prom dress”; “He had a grin like
a wave on a slop jar”; and many
too colorful to be recorded here.
Jay is survived by his sons Jude
Anthony “Tony” Louviere and
Thaddeus Louviere; daughtersin-law
Loretta
and
Miel Louviere; grandchildren
Michelle, Michael, Andre, and
Lydia Louviere; great-grandson
Alex Louviere; sisters Helen
Wojcik and Gertrude Coats; and
his dozens of lifelong friends,
who will miss him fiercely. A
memorial service will be held in
the Bella Vista, Arkansas area in
June, with specific time, date and
location to be announced. The
family can be contacted at jalouv
iere@gmail.com and papathad@
sonic.net, or at 607.533.1007 and
707.778.8477.
Donations
in
Jay’s name can be made to your
local Hospice organization.

areas of their life that
they may have neglected
since an Alzheimer’s
diagnosis.”
Hilarity for Charity,
an Alzheimer’s aware
ness and fundraising
campaign led by actors
and writers Seth Rogen
and Lauren Miller Rogen,
funds the grant program.
Hilarity for Charity,
which aims to inspire the
millennial generation,
raised nearly $1 million
last year through its
annual variety show
fundraiser. It supports
research, offers Google
Hangout support groups
for caregivers under age
40, telephone support
groups, and awareness
videos.
Learn more about the
program and apply for an
in-home care grant at
www.HelpFor
AlzheimersFamilies.com.

NITZ, ALICE MAE
(NEE COWLES)
March 18,
2015. Age 77.
Cherished wife of William for 57
years. Loving mother of Sandra
(Tom) McKibbin and David
(Toni) Nitz. Proud grandmother
of Jennifer (Bill) Thruman,
Laura
(Brian)
Webster,
Christopher McKenzie, Amanda
Nitz, and Alaina Nitz; and great
grandmother
of
MaKayla
Thruman and the late MacKenzie
Shyann. Also survived by dear
sister Carolyn Dix. Visitation
today 3-8 p.m. and Monday 10
a.m. until time of Funeral
Service 11 a.m., at the Harry J.
Will Funeral Home, 37000 Six
Mile Rd. in Livonia.

Hairy J Will Funeral Homes

April 1, at Summit on the
Park, 46000 Summit
Parkway, Canton.
“Give the Kids a Bed”
will include food by
Katherine’s Catering and
a cash bar; shopping and
a fashion show from local
shops and boutiques; and
a variety of silent auction
items, such as a oneweek stay in a Florida
condo, a condo in Tra
verse City and an auto
graphed Calvin Johnson
Detroit Lions jersey.
Cost is $35 and pre
registration is required
at www.cantonfoundation.org.
Proceeds from the
event will be used to buy
beds for children resid
ing in First Step Tempor
ary Emergency Housing.
First Step provides emer
gency, short-term hous
ing for victims of domes
tic and/or sexual violence
and their children. The
organization also offers
individual and group
counseling, safety plan
ning, medical attention,
housing referrals, and
educational and recre
ational activities for
children.
The “Give the Kids a
Bed” event is Giving
Hope’s third annual fund
raiser. Its previous
events in 2013 and 2014
raised more than $10,000
to assist the PlymouthCanton Community
Schools’ Clothing Bank
and Early Childhood
programs.
For more information,
visit the Giving Hope
web page at www.cantonfoundation.org or call
Beth Meade at 734-4951200.

ORR, CLIFFORD RAY
March 13, 2015, age 81 of Westland. Beloved husband of Ethel.
Loving father of Jeff (Mary Jo)
Orr and Diane Robertson. Proud
grandfather of Stephanie, Brad
and Kelly Orr, Kaitlyn and Kyle
Robertson. Funeral Service held
at Westland Free Methodist
Church arranged by VermeulenSajewski Funeral Home in Westland. Clifford was an outstanding
athlete who enjoyed hunting and
fishing at his cabin in Northern
Michigan. To share a memory,
please visit vermeulenfh.com

ZGLINIEC,
LAWRENCE J., M.D.
March 13, 2015,
age 72.
Devoted husband of Cheryl for
44 years. Loving father of Sarah
and Jason. Proud grandfather of
Harry. Dear brother of Robert
(Julia). Services were held
Monday, March 16th at St.
Benedict Church in Waterford.
Memorial tributes to American
Heart Association or charity of
donor’s choice. A.J. Desmond &
Sons,
248-549-0500.
View
obituary and share memories at
DesmondFuneralHome.com
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May
you find

comfort
in family
& friends

GAGNON
Continued from Page B5

also have to meet new
energy guidelines.
They’ll be much bigger
in size which will cause
tons of problems for
homeowners with space
restrictions, new types of
venting causing a need
for drilling holes in walls
to the outside and the
addition of drain lines to
accommodate the new
system of some heaters.
Oh yes, I almost forgot
about the price increase.
You can anticipate spend
ing from $600-$l,000
more for a replacement
heater that will save you
the average of $14 per
year. You see what I
mean when I say that the
energy department does
not have a clue of the
consequences of their
actions?
I don’t really think we
need an energy depart
ment; just let the market
take care of itself. All
this over a hot water
heater and yet the bloom
ing product still main
tains a life span of only
seven to 10 years. I re
peat, it makes as much
sense as putting a screen
door on a submarine.
Stay tuned.
Joe G agnon can be heard at 8
a.m. Saturdays on WAAM 1600.
You can email your problems
and questions on appliances to
appldr@twmi.rr.com.
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Awareness tim es increase o u r know ledge o f social causes
o be aware of something
is the necessary first step
in knowing something
which can lead to change for
the better. Ignorance is the
lack of awareness, i.e., lack of
knowledge about something.
Some have said, “Ignorance is
bliss” or “The less I know
about something the better.” I
think most agree that these
lines of thought do not lead to
favorable changes in anything.
When a cause or an interest
develops, there is a way to
identify that entity (most often
a medical malady), and bring it
to the attention of the masses.
The concept here is called
“awareness times.” One may
apply to our state or federal
legislature to request a specif
ic time period (usually a day or
a week or a month) be pro
claimed as an awareness peri
od.
This month of March 2015

T

has many specific days, weeks,
or the entire month designated
as an awareness time. Some
are: American Red Cross
Month, Epilepsy Month, Brain
Injury Awareness Month, Ce
rebral Palsy Awareness
Month, and Problem Gambling
Awareness Month.
Awareness weeks have been
declared legislatively during
March. They include Pharma
cy Awareness Week and Choir
Therapy Awareness Week
during the first week and Cri
sis Line Awareness Week dur
ing the third week, and so
forth.
Some awareness days have
been registered as: World

Glaucoma Awareness Day,
March 12, Down Syndrome
Awareness Day, and World
Hiberculosis Day, both on
March 24, and the list goes on.
The designation of aware
ness times is important be
cause they help expand our
knowledge, understanding, and
support of individuals or social
causes. Awareness times help
provide resources, research,
and lead to the creation of
support groups. For some non
profit charities, the awareness
designations coincide with
raising monetary funds.

D esignating a tim e
Pursuing an awareness time
is not as difficult as one might
think. You see, elected officials
such as state representatives,
senators, governors, and mem
bers of the U.S. Congress work
on these issues a great deal.
They want to help their constit

uents by passing resolutions,
proclamations, and designa
tions of awareness times. It is a
“win-win” situation for them to
have their names attached to
causes which ultimately bene
fit a large number of citizens.
Recently, Feb. 28 came and
went. That date is called Rare
Disease Awareness Day,
worldwide each year. Feb. 28 is
especially important because it
champions the causes of many
individuals affected with rare
and neglected disorders. Some
of these are also sometimes
referred to as orphan diseases.
These conditions are said to be
so rare that they do not get the
amount of awareness and re
search funding as do more
common entities such as, dia
betes and cancer. However, did
you know there are at least
7,000 separate rare diseases?
Due to lack of awareness,
these disorders often go undi

agnosed and untreated. Most
often they are attributed to a
genetic abnormality. Feb. 28
shines a spotlight, or for some
a flashlight, on rare disorders
in order to raise our awareness
of thousands of devastating,
rarely mentioned disorders.
So, with greater awareness
comes greater knowledge. I
suggest that these two ingredi
ents plus hope increase the
odds of changes for the better
among the numerous rare and
nonrare disorders which make
up the human condition.
L e n M c C u llo c h is a diplom ate o f the
Am erican Psychotherapy Association.
He is credentialed in m ental health,
addictions, trauma, brain injury, and
social w ork. M ore than 200
publications o f his m o n th ly column
" Our M en ta l H e a lth " are archived a t
w w w .farm lib.com . McCulloch can be
reached fo r consultation a t
248-474-2963, Ext. 22.

M E D IC A L DATEBOOK
p.m. Monday, March 30,
at the First Presbyterian
Church, 26165 Farmington Road, Farmington
Hills. Her topic will be
“Beyond Celiac: When
Removing Gluten Is Not
Enough.” tccsg.net

and open to the public.
The event includes a
20-foot-long inflatable
“super colon” display
which visitors may walk
through and see the pro
gression of colon disease.
Hospital cancer services
staff will be on hand to
answer questions, stmarymercy.org

Walk through an inflatable
colon display at an
educational event on colon
cancer, Tuesday, March 31, at
St. Mary Mercy Livonia.

Big colon
In recognition of Na
tional Colorectal Cancer
Awareness Month, St.
Mary Mercy Livonia and
the American Cancer
Society have teamed up
to hold an educational
event on colon cancer, 10
a.m. to 2 p.m. Tuesday,
March 31 in the south
lobby at the hospital,
T7i t t o A l i l c i n n r l T o r r o n

Colorectal cancer
aw areness
Tadd Hiatt, M.D., a
gastroenterologist from
the University of Michi
gan Health Center, will
present a program for
National Colorectal Can
cer Awareness Month, 7
p.m. Wednesday, March
25, in Rooms B and C, at
the Livonia Civic Center
Library, 32777 Five Mile,
Livonia. The program is
free. For more informa
tion, call 734-466-2490.

Blood drive
Garden City Hospital
will host an American
Red Cross Blood Drive, 7
a.m. to 4:30 p.m. Thurs
day, March 26, in Class
rooms 1-4 in the Allen
Breakie Medical Office
Building, located on the
hospital campus, 6245
Inkster Road, Garden
City. Call 734-458-4259 to
schedule an appointment.
Walk-ins are welcome.
Celiac support
Kelly Dorfman, an
expert on using nutrition
therapeutically to im
prove brain function,
energy and mood, will
speak at the next meet-

Dem entia
Oakwood Healthcare
will sponsor a free pro
gram about managing
symptoms, treatment
and physical therapy of
dementia from 6-8 p.m.
April 15 at Oakwood Hos-
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Oakwood physicians will
lead the free program.
Valet parking will be
available at no charge at
the West Entrance and a
complimentary light
dinner will be served.
The session is expected
to fill fast. Early regis
tration is recommended.
Call 800-543-9355 or visit
Oakwood.org.

Diabetes
m anagem ent
Link Up with Diabe
tes, a Garden City Hospi
tal support group with a
focus on living a healthy
lifestyle, will focus on
Internet health literacy, 2
p.m. April 1, at Westland
Shopping Center, 35000
W. Warren Road, Westland. For more informa
tion, call the hospital at
734-458-4330.
Healthy veins
Marshall Medley,
D.O., will talk about the
symptoms, complications
and treatment of venous

disease and wound care,
1-2 p.m. Saturday, March
28, in the east court at
Westland Shopping Cen
ter, 35000 W. Warren
Road, Westland. Call
734-458-4330.

Health fair
Oakwood Healthcare
and the Michigan Associ
ation of Physicians of
Indian Origin (MAPI),
along with the Hindu
Temple of Canton, will
host a free diagnostic
blood screening, 9 a.m. to
noon, April 12 at the Hin
du Temple of Canton,
44955 Cherry Hill Road
in Canton. Although all
tests are free, a $10 cash
deposit is required and
will be returned when
participants pick up their
results on April 26. The
first 250 people who
register will get the test.
Registration is required;
walk-ins will not be ac
cepted. To register be
fore the March 31 dead
line, go to the Hindu

Temple of Canton or visit
www.mapiusa.org.

Hearing loss
The Hearing Loss
Association of American
will focus on the topic,
“What is aural rehabilita
tion and how will it help
with my hearing loss?”
6:30-8 p.m. Wednesday,
April 8, at Garden City
Hospital, 6245 Inkster
Road, Garden City. Con
tact Tony at 734-664-3297,
aferack@comcast.net.
Muscle w alk
The Muscular Dystro
phy Association presents
its annual Muscle Walk,
11 a.m., March 28, at Ford
Field in downtown De
troit. The event brings
together families and
friends of those battling
muscle disease with do
nors and sponsors for
games, food and a vic
tory lap. To register, visit
musclewalkmda.org/
detroit or call 734-4167076.

Q1 CTC A n

- - -

Toddler, Mommy
& Me Classes
Tired of being cooped up all winter?
W e have a solution for you! Enjoy fun activities with your
toddler and meet other moms with toddlers, too.

It's Fun! It's Educational! It's Free!

E x p lo re th e P o s s ib ilitie s
The Villa has to offer

Music with Your Toddler

O PEN H O U SE

10:00 - I 1:00 a.m. - Friday, March 20, 2 0 15

Let's Make A rt with Your Toddler

T h u rsd ays
fr o m 1 0 a m - lp m

10:00 - I 1:00 a.m. - Wednesday, March 25, 2 0 15

Yoga with Your Toddler
10:00 - I 1:00 a.m. - Thursday, April 2, 2 0 15

Refreshments available and receive a free gift
after touring The Villa.

Story Tim e & Craft with Your Toddler
10:00 - I 1:00 a.m. - Friday, April 24, 2 0 15

T h e V illa o n T h e V illa g e o f R e d fo r d 's c a m p u s is p a r t o f a c o n t in u in g
c a r e c o m m u n it y t h a t a llo w s o u r re s id e n ts t o a g e in p la c e .

Registration is required. Please call the school to register over
the phone.
734-464-2789

A t T h e V illa w e o ffe r:
• O n e a n d tw o b e d r o o m a p a rtm e n ts
• P e rs o n a l e m e r g e n c y re s p o n s e p e n d a n t in c lu d e d
• T ra n s p o r ta tio n o p tio n s
• M e a l o p tio n s
• O t h e r a m e n itie s a n d s e rv ic e s

T he Villa at
Brookfield Academy Livonia
38945 Ann Arbor Road
Livonia. HI. 481SO
734-464-2789

Redford
A

h o r iz o n s m o n t b s o w s c h o o l

LO-0000234691

A S EN IO R L IV IN G C O M M U N IT Y

25340 Six Mile Road,
Redford, Ml 48240

A Mission of Presbyterian Villages of Michigan

313-541-5991

B8

(WGRL)

hometownlife.com

0 & EMedia | Sunday, March 22, 2015

r= J

J

L

V

Find Out Why!

L IN C O L N
49251 Grand River at Wixom Rd. • Novi, Ml 48393
( 8 0 0 ) 2 4 0 - 8 7 3 0 I VarsityLincoln.com

H u g e L in c o ln C e rtifie d
P re -O w n e d S a le !
In c r e d ib le

LINCOLN
CERTIFIED PR E-O W N ED
• Meticulous 200-point inspection by
factory trained technicians
• 6-year / 100,000-mile comprehensive
warranty coverage
• Complimentary 24/7 roadside assistance

S a v in g s .

2013 LincolnMKZ

2012 LincolnMKZUlti

#1 Certified Pre-Owned
Lincoln Dealer Globally.

MMMaiMmHEHHMMMB

2013 LincolnMKSEcj

• H e ated /C oo led Seats

• N avigation

• H e ated /C oo led Seats

• Premium Sound System

• H eated F ront Seats

• N avigation

• O nly 43,779 m iles

• O nly 8,037 m iles

• O nly 3 4 ,6 0 6 miles

NOW ONLY

N O W O N LY

N O W O N LY

916,995

926,995

925,995
2 0 1 8 L in co ln M K Z U ltim ate.

2 0 1 2 Lincoln MKT w E coB oost AW 1)

• Remote Engine Start

• H eated Mirrors
• P o w e r Liftgate

• N avigation

F in a n c in g

• O nly 3 6 ,2 2 8 miles

• O nly 33,047 m iles

NOW ONLY

N O W O N LY

s27,995

a s lo w a s

C ertified 2 0 1 8 L in coln M K Z U ltim a te

926,995
mmmrMrr'mm
2 0 1 3 L i n c o l n M K X UL ll tl ii m a l c ^

0.9°a

• Remote Engine Start
• N avigation
• O nly 34,472 m iles

N O W O N LY

APR!

2012 Lincoln Navigator Ultimate
• Premium Sound System

• R em ote Engine Start
• Premium Sound System
• O nly 37,586 m iles

N O W O N LY

930,995
Z ALUM
2013 Lincoln MKZ
• Remote Engine Start

• N avigation

• H eated Front Seats

• O nly 42,113 m iles

• O nly 2 0 ,4 0 3 m iles

N O W O NLY

N O W O N LY

933,995

929,995

V a rs ity L in c o ln ’s
C e r t if ie d P r e - O w n e d S p r in g S a le - A - T h o n !
8 0 0 V e h ic le s R e a d y T o G o !

N o g ifts . N o tr ip s . JU S T GREAT D EALS.
2013 Lincoln M

2013 Lincoln Navigator

• H eated Seats

• H eated Seats

• Remote Engine Start

• Back-Up Cam era

• O nly 14,404 miles

N O W O N LY

931,995
2 0 1 3 Lincoln N avigator U ltim ate 4W D
S l'j'

• H eated Seats
• P ow er Liftgate
• O nly 37,142 m iles

N O W O NLY

940,995
■HHH1

Itimatj.* ^
2013 Lincoln MKS Ultim
• H e ated /C oo led Seats
• Remote Engine Start
• O nly 25,134 miles

|

Com plim entary
6-year/
100,000-mile
comprehensive
warranty on
every Certified
Pre-Owned
Lincoln at
Varsity Lincoln.

• O nly 47,137 m iles

N O W O N LY

940,995
2 0 1 2 L in co ln M K T w E co B o o st AW D
■Panoram ic Roof
• Power Liftgate
• O nly 39,749 m iles

N O W O N LY

927,995 *
TL
L 4I A
2012 Lincoln Navigator

V I)^

• Satellite Radio
• 3rd Row S eating
• O nly 4 9 ,6 2 9 miles

N O W O N LY

N O W O N LY

939,995

925,995
Certified 2012 Lincoln MKZ Ultimate

2012 Lincoln MKX Ultimate

Certified 2018 Lincoln MKX Ultimate AWD
Pow er Liftgate

• Rem ote Engine Start

• H e a te d /C o o le d Seats

• H e ated /C oo led Seats

• S ecurity System

• Rem ote Engine Start

• O nly 47,468 m iles

• O nly 3 0 ,8 0 6 m iles

• O nly 19,292 m iles

N O W O NLY

N O W O N LY

N O W O N LY

927,995 *

917,995

E v e n t
H o u rs :

Monday 3/23/15 8:30am-9pm • Tuesday 3/24/15 8:30am-6pm
Wednesday 3/25/15 8:30am-6pm

''Based on 02/2015 Total Certified Pre-Owned Sales and Service Customer Satisfaction per Lincoln Sales Report. 'As low as 0.9% APR for up to 48 months on select vehicles for qualified customers with Tier 0-1 approval
through preferred finance source. Offer subject to change at any time. See Varsity Lincoln for details. +Prlce does not Include tax, title, license and dealer fees due at point o f purchase. Inventory and pricing subject tb change.
See Varsity Lincoln for details. Offers end 3/31/15.

