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Central City Parkway plans move ahead
LeAnne Rogers
S taff W rite r

The upcoming reconstruc
tion of Central City Parkway
between Warren Road and
Ford is pretty straightforward
— 6 inches of new asphalt.

But an interactive public
meeting was recently held to
take input on how the land
scaping in the 1-mile boulevard
roadway will be improved.
“At the meeting, I dispelled
all the myths and rumors —
we’re not changing the road

location,” said project lead
designer Tony Slanec of OHM.
“That took the wind out of
some folks’ sails. We’re not
shooting for the moon.”
Budgeted at $850,000, the
upgrades to the landscaping
wifi focus on improved safety

from overgrown trees that
block site lines, aesthetic im
provements, opportunities for
signage/branding, looking at
the low wall that divides North
Carlson from Central City
Parkway and the entrance
areas at Warren Road and at

Ford.
“Six feet from the road (for
trees and vegetation) is the
safe zone at 35 miles per hour,”
Slanec said. “Overall, the plan
is to simplify the landscaping.
See PARKWAY, Page A2

Early Nankin settler made mark at Yellowstone
LeAnne Rogers

Mountain Scouts. While fight
ing near Laurel Mountain,
West Virginia, Norris’s horse
was shot out from underneath
him, severely injuring his
shoulder and spinal cord. He
was later named colonel of an
Ohio militia unit and become
known as Col. Norris.
After his injury, Norris
returned to Pioneer and was
elected to the Ohio Legislature.
Later, he became a member of
the United States Sanitary
Commission, caring for the
wounded at the Battle of Spot
sylvania Court House, and also
served at the Confederate
prison on Kelley's Island.
In 1865, Norris returned to
Michigan where he managed
land that belonged to officers
and soldiers of both the Union
and Confederate armies as
part of a federal contract.
He bought land in Hamtramck Township where, in
1873, he founded another vil
lage, this one called Norris.
The Norris home is on the Na
tional Register of Historic
Places.
Along with draining a creek
to open land for farming, get
ting the railroad to run through
the area, Norris maintained a
plan road running between
Detroit and Mount Clemens,
operating a tollbooth located in
the village of Norris.
Norris also published a
series of articles in a newspa
per after trips west in 1870 and
1875.
In 1877, Norris became the
second superintendent of Yel
lowstone National Park, which
was an unpaid position until
June 1878 when Congress ap
proved a $10,000 salary. Norris
stayed in the position until
1882.
When Norris arrived at
Yellowstone, it was reported
that there were approximately
32 miles of roads and 108 miles
of trails at the park. When

S ta ff W rite r

If you visit Yellowstone
Park, you’ll likely see Norris
Geyser Basin, Mount Norris
and Norris Pass — all named
after early Nankin Township
settler P.W. Norris.
Born in Palmyra, N.Y., in
1821, Philetus Walter Norris
came to Nankin in 1832 after
his father, John Norris Jr.,
bought 200 acres in the area of
Newburgh and Joy roads. He
was the eldest of eight chil
dren.
“The Norris family lived on
Newburgh across from the
Clyde Smith farm,” said Jo
Johnson of the Westland His
torical Commission. “People
had started coming to Nankin
in 1825 — the Swifts, the Patchins and other pioneers.”
Before he went west, Norris
joined his brother-in-law, who
had moved into the area of land
disputed by Michigan and
Ohio. Norris bought 80 acres in
the area, which went to Ohio, in
1843.
In 1853, Norris, who married
and had five children, founded
and developed the village of
Pioneer in Ohio. Located in
northwest Ohio, Pioneer still
exists as a village today.
According to Johnson, Nor
ris maintained close ties with
Nankin over the years, asking
two of his brothers to come and
help him with his businesses.
When Norris’ daugther Alice
died, he brought her body to
Nankin to be buried in the
family plot at Newburgh Cem
etery.
Norris, who gave his son the
middle name Chubb — the last
name of his Nankin neighbors
— also kept in touch with other
pioneers like the Swifts and
Osbands.
When the Civil War began,
Norris enlisted in the Union
Army. Norris served as a spy
behind Confederate lines and
captain of the West Virginia
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A Nankin Township early settler w ho as a young man made a living as a trapper, P.W. Norris was later
superintendent at Yellowstone Park.

post offices. It’s suggested
that items such as canned
meats and fish, soup, juice,
vegetables, pasta, cereal,
peanut butter and rice be
donated.
It’s the 24th year for the
mail carriers food drive —
the largest one-day food
drive in the nation.
Along with the National
Association of Letter Car
riers union, the food has
support from the U.S. Post
al Service, the AFL-CIO,
the United Food and Com
mercial Workers union.
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Stamp Out Hunger at
mailbox Saturday
Wayne and Westland mail
carriers will be picking up
more than letters Saturday as
they hold their annual “Stamp
Out Hunger” food drive.
The mail carriers are ask
ing residents to leave nonperishable foods — no ex
pired items or glass contain
ers — near their mailboxes by
9 a.m. Saturday. A separate
mail truck will be making the
collection of the donated
items.
Prior to Saturday, food
donations can be dropped off
at collection containers at the
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See SETTLER, Page A2

Bidding on Gordie Howe bridge
project slated to start in near future
Scott Daniel
S ta ff W rite r

If all goes as planned, con
struction of the Gordie Howe
International Bridge will begin
next year and open as early as
2020.
Requests for proposals to
design, construct and operate
the bridge are in the process of
being finalized and will soon be
sent to six international busi
ness conglomerates for bid
ding, Canadian Counsul Gener
al Douglas George said.
He was the featured speak
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er May 10 at a meeting of the
1-275 Industrial Council at
Davenport University in Livo
nia. The council meets quarter
ly and is composed of manu
facturing managers, educa
tors, policy makers and other
business people from Livonia,
Westland, Plymouth, Canton,
Wayne and Redford.
About $2 billion in trade
flows between the United
States and Canada each day,
with about one-quarter of it
relying on trucking across the
87-year-old Ambassador
Bridge, George said. The new

bridge will increase trade and
provide greater efficiency, he
added.
“If the existing bridge
closes for any reason,” George
said, “there are no really good
alternatives nearby. Canada is
committed to improving our
shared border.”
The Windsor-Detroit Bridge
Authority, a nonprofit created
by the Canadian government in
2012, will oversee the procure
ment process for the project,
as well as the construction of
See BRIDGE. Page A2
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Family Resource Fair
set for May 18
The Family Resource
Fair is back at the Jef
ferson Barns Community
Vitality Center from 5-7
p.m. Wednesday, May 18.
About 500 people at
tended the inaugural
event last year.
Co-sponsored by the
Westland Rotary Club,
the Norway Community
Citizens Council and the
City of Westland, the
event provides one-stop
shopping for residents
needing a variety of so
cial services.
There will also be
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activities for the
whole family and din
ner provided. It's also
a good chance to find
out about learning,
exercise and other
opportunities at Jef
ferson Barns. The
center library, gym
and other activities in
the building will be
available during the
event.
Jefferson Barns is
at 32150 Dorsey, east
of Venoy in Westland.
For more information,
call 734-595-0288.
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BRIDGE
Continued from Page A1

the bridge, which will be
done by a public-private
partnership or “P3,” he
said.
No single company is
large or diversified
enough to handle the
project on its own.
George said the conglom
erates formed to handle
all facets of the project
and are composed of
large firms from the
United States, Canada
and the international
community.
Talk about a new
bridge goes back more
than a decade. George
said it has faced numer
ous obstacles to get to
this point, from the Am
bassador Bridge Co.
fighting it legally to
launching a ballot initia
tive, which Michigan
voters turned down in
2012.
Canada is also paying
for construction of the $2
billion bridge and the
160-acre U.S. Customs
plaza. George said the
idea of using only U.S.
steel in construction of
the bridge was another

SETTLER
Continued from Page A1

To Advertise:
C lassified A d v ertis ing & O bituaries: 800-579-7355
Legal N otice A d vertising : 586-826-7082
Fax: 313-496-4968 Email: oeads@ hom etow nlife.com
Print a nd D ig ita l A dvertising:
Lisa Walker. 313-378-3151
Email: lw alker@ m ichigan.com

Advertising Policy:
A ll a d vertising published in this new spaper is subject t o th e con ditio ns stated
in the ap plica ble ra te carrd, copies o f w hich are a v a ilab le fro m th e ad
vertisin g de pa rtm e nt. We reserve th e rig h t n o t t o accept an advertise r's order.
Our a d-takers have no a u th o rity to bin d th is new spaper and on ly p u blica tion
o f an ad con stitu tes acceptance o f th e advertiser's order.

Norris left, removed for
political reason, there
were five times as many
roads and twice as many
trails.
Three mountain
peaks, including Mount
Norris, one geyser basin,
and one pass in Yellow
stone are named after
Norris.
After leaving Yellow
stone, Norris published a
volume of verse, a glos
sary of Indian names and

SCOTT D AN IEL

Canadian Consul General Douglas George told local business
people the new Gordie Howe International Bridge w ill open in

2020.
challenge that had to be
met.
“We will now complete
on a level playing field to
supply steel to this
bridge,” he said. “Neither
U.S. or Canadian compa
nies will be disadvan
taged.”
When the bridge is
built, it will span about
1.5 miles, with just more
than a half-mile of open
water underneath with
out piers. The P3 compa-

ny chosen will determine
the style of the bridge, a
contemporary “cablestayed” design or a more
traditional suspension
bridge, George said.
It will feature six
lanes, including one for
expedited travel. George
said passenger vehicles
and commercial trucks
will be separated. The
U.S. side will also feature
a direct connection to
1-75.

words, along with a guide
book to Yellowstone. He
later worked in ethnolog
ical research for the
Smithsonian and died
after a brief illness in
Kentucky while working
for the museum.
Norris was initially
buried at Elmwood Cem
etery in Detroit, his body
moved to Woodmere
Cemetery subsequently.
Johnson notes that
Westland nearly had the
Norris name on the city
map. But the developers
of a subdivision off New
burgh north of the Clyde
Smith Farm misread an

1876 map of Nankin.
That resulted in the
Warris Farm sub
division instead of
Norris.
That same devel
oper donated a stone
wall found on the
property to the Westland Historical Com
mission. It’s now in the
butterfly garden at the
Westland Historic
Village Park.
lrogers@hometownlife. com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver
Download our free apps for
iPhone, iPad or Android!
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Construction will dis
rupt both the Delray
section of Detroit and
Ontario’s histone town of
Sandwich. Geor^Wbelieves the benefits to
both in the form of jobs
will offset that impact,
which will mean the bull
dozing of about 300 De
troit homes and 45 busi
nesses.
Goodwill Industries of
Detroit vice president
Jeffrey Ukrainec agrees
with George’s assess
ment.
“It will create job
opportunities in the near
and long term,” he said.
“This will help bring
business to Detroit and
have a long-term affect.
Construction of the
bridge is only a starting
point."
Schoolcraft College
instructor of manufactur
ing occupational pro
grams Gene Keyes said
the bridge will be good
for Tier I and II automo
tive suppliers. But other
industries, such as medi
cine, will also get a boost.
“It’s huge for manu
facturing on both sides of
the border,” Keyes said.
srdaniel@hometownlife.com
734-672-5026

PARKWAY
Continued from Page A1

There are big blocks of
things. We also want to
make it easier to main
tain and have that wow
factor.”
An area with a wow
factor is immediately
south of Ford along Carl
son at Tattan Park, Slanec said.
Residents who attend
ed the public meeting
supported improving
safety but also suggested
an option of limbing up
existing evergreen trees
in the median to improve
sight lines and safety, he
said.
Also receiving support
from the residents was a
potential paved pathway
that would link the Cen
tral City Parkway side
walk with the Veterans
Memorial Garden of
Westland, located behind!
the William P. Faust Li
brary, and on to an in
formal unpaved path
west to Dowling Street. !
Another suggestion
from residents was to
have benches installed
along Central City Park- ;
way.
“It’s an older commu
nity that lives around this
area,” Slanec said. “I
think there is a lot of
walking for exercise
after dinner. There is no
place to sit to enjoy the
sunset or the breeze.
Once they start walking,
there is nowhere to sit
until they get back
home.”
As plans move for
ward, Slanec also said
that city could utilize
signage to better identify
the library to northbound
drivers, as well as city
signs and identifying the
entrance to the city’s
Shop and Dine District.
It’s work funded
through the Tax Incre
ment Finance Authority,
which will take another
look at the project before
it returns again to coun
cil.
The reconstruction of
the roadway was budget
ed at $1.73 million, in
cluding $1.2 million in
federal funding. Bid out
by the Michigan Depart
ment of Transportation
as required due to feder
al funds being used, the
bids came in at $1.53
million or 11.8 percent
under budget.
The existing asphalt is
scheduled to be removed
and replaced. The pro
ject is expected to get
underway in July and be
wrapped up before the
end of the 2016 construc
tion season.
lrogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver
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“There is a lot of
walking for
exercise after
dinner. There is no
place to sit to enjoy
the sunset or the
breeze.”
TONY SLANEC, lead designer
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Blessings of motorcycles rew ing up at Garden City churches
Diane Gale Andreassi
S t a ff W r it e r

If you ride a motorcycle,
blessings are coming your way
from Garden City churches
this month.
The first one is noon to 4
p.m. May 15 at Garden City
Presbyterian Church, 1841
Middlebelt Road. The second
begins at 9:30 a.m. at Merriman Road Baptist Church,
2055 Merriman Road, May 21.
The Blessing of the Motor
cycles is a first-time event at
GCPC and it’s an effort to
reach out to local bikers “for
fellowship and to get their
bikes blessed,” the Rev. Ruthanne Herrington said.
The blessing is at 12:30 p.m.
Individual blessings for motor
cycles and riders will be avail
able throughout the afternoon.
“We will be able to share a
day with people who we don’t
normally get to share a day
with," Herrington said. “If you
don’t have a motorcycle you
can come out and just look at
them. It’s a nice day for every
one.”
M o n e y ra is e d f o r cause

An added benefit is that all
proceeds go to Blum’s Landing,
a Michigan vacation retreat
established for active and
inactive military personnel,
who have defended the United

States in the War on Terror.
Terry and Janet Blumburg
started the organization in
memory of their son Sgt. Tre
vor A. Blumberg — known as
"Blum” to his fellow soldiers.
Trevor, a 22-year-old Canton
man was killed in Fallujah,
Iraq on Sept. 14, 2003. Janet
Blumberg was the principal at
Henry Ruff Elementary in
Garden City.
Trevor asked his parents to
take care of “his guys” and his
dog, Scrappy, if anything hap
pened to him while he was
serving the country, according
to the Blum's Landing Website,
www.blumslanding.org/aboutus.
Trevor loved the outdoors,
especially the woods, lakes,
and rivers of Northern Michi
gan. He often spoke of bring
ing his fellow soldiers to Mich
igan for fishing and camping
trips. Supporting Blum’s Land
ing was a perfect fit the
church, which helps various
veterans groups in other out
reach programs throughout
the year.
“We were looking for a vet
erans organization to support
and we were lucky to be in
troduced to Blum’s Landing,”
said Donna Wodarski, church
deacon moderator.
The Garden City American
Legion and local businesses
are sponsoring the event, she

Cycle, walk, ride
Hines on Saturdays
Six miles of Hines Drive
will close to vehicle traffic on
Saturdays through Sept. 24 for
the Saturday in the Park pro
gram.
From 9 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. on
Saturdays, visitors can walk,
run, skate or cycle safely
along Hines Drive. Hines will
be shut down to vehicular
traffic from Ann Arbor Trail
to Outer Drive so that guests
have the opportunity to partic
ipate in their favorite activ
ities in a vehicle-free environ
ment.
“Saturday in the Park is a
great program because it pro

vides our community with
an opportunity to enjoy
outdoor activities in a beau
tiful and serene setting
without traffic safety being
a concern,” said Beverly
Watts, Department of Pub
lic Services interim direc
tor.
All ages are encouraged
to participate. Parking is
available at the Hines Park
Helms Haven Area (Hines
Drive, west of Outer Drive)
and Hines Park Nankin
Mills Picnic Area (Hines
Drive, east of Ann Arbor
TVail).

SU BM ITTED

Blessings are coming from area churches for motorcycle riders this month.

added. Members of the Garden
City High School Air Force
Junior Reserve Office Training
Corps (ROTC) are coming to
help. Food and entertainment
are free, however donations
will be accepted for Blum’s
Landing.
A n o th e r b lessing

The other motorcycle bless
ing begins at 9:30 a.m. May 21
at Merriman Road Baptist
Church.
It’s the church’s eighth an
nual biker blessing, dubbed

F.A.I.T.H. Riders Ride for
Kids. Registration starts at
9:30 a.m. There will be free
food, a free bike wash, music
and a bike show. The motorcy
cle blessing is at 1 p.m. Door
prizes and a flat-screen televi
sion will be raffled off.
After the blessing, motorcy
cle riders will embark on the
Matthew Brotherton Memorial
Cancer ride to benefit the Pedi
atric Brain Tbmor Foundation.
For more information, visit
http://www.curethekids.org.
Brotherton died from a brain

tumor in 2010.
The memorial ride is $20
and $25 for riders with pas
sengers.
F.A.I.T.H. Riders was start
ed in 2002 in Lakeland, Fla., by
two couples and has grown to
over 300 chapters nationwide,
(www.faithriders.com).
Launched in April 2009, MRBC
is the only Michigan chapter,
said Darrel Manuel, church
director and chaplain of MRBC
F.A.I.T.H. Riders, a church
ministry.
Participation varies every
year, but church members
prepare for more than 200
visitors annually, Manuel said.
The church wants “to let the
motorcycle community know
that they are welcome at our
church and most importantly
that God loves them and wants
to have a relationship with
them,” he added. “Over the last
five years we have been able to
donate over $5,000 to help kids
with brain tumors. My son had
a benign tumor removed from
his brain in 2012. We are very
passionate about this cause.
It’s a blessing to take what you
love, whether it’s motorcycles
or crochet, to serve God.”
dandreassi@hometownlife.com
734-432-5974
Twitter: @HeraldReporter
Download our free apps at iPhone,
iPad and Android..

Nankin Mills hosts nature programs
Wayne County Parks is cele
brating spring with weekend
events throughout May at the
Nankin Mills Interpretative
Center, 33175 Ann Arbor Trail,
in Westland.
» Let's Go Birding

Come for a naturalist-led
hike to search for birds on site
and at nearby Holliday Nature
Preserve. A great variety of
birds live along the Rouge
River floodplain in the park.
Backyard bird feeding tips will
be provided.
Please bring binoculars. The
activity is outdoors and the
trail can be muddy. The pro
gram is for adults and the fee
is $3 per person; add $1 per
person for out-of-county resi
dents.
The event is scheduled for

9-10:30 a.m. Saturday, May 14

held 1-2:30 p.m. Saturday, May
14.

» First S ettlem ent Families
o f Nankin Township: Swifts
and Osbands

» Butterflies o f Southeast
Michigan

Marcus Swift and William
Osband were the first to settle
their families in this area, ven
turing from New York to the
wilds of Michigan on the Erie
Canal in 1825. They became
prominent figures in the for
mation of Nankin Township,
building the first schools,
churches, anti-slavery societ
ies and homes.
This program will be pre
sented indoors at Nankin Mills
Interpretive Center. The pro
gram is recommended for ages
12 and up and the program fee
is $3 per person; add $1 per
person for out-of-county resi
dents. The program will be

Michigan is home to many
beautiful species of butterflies;
participants in this program
will learn how to recognize
them throughout their differ
ent life stages, from egg to
caterpillar and chrysalis to
adult.
There will be a discussion
about which plants butterflies
need to survive and suggested
plants that can be added to
your own yard to attract them.
The program is recommend
ed for ages 12 and up and the
program fee is $3 per person;
add $1 per person for out-ofcounty residents. It will be held
1-2:30 p.m. Saturday, May 21.

In t ro d u c in g th e S p y ra l H T N G lo b a l C lin ic a l Trial
You may be eligible for this study if you’re between 20-80 years old and have a
systolic blood pressure (upper number) reading between 150-180 mm Hg.
As a condition of the study, you may be asked to stop taking your drugs under
the guidance of your physician.
For more info visit www.spyralhtntrials.com or contact
Jean Kelly RN, BSN,CCRP
Providence-Providence Park Hospital, Southfield
Phone:248 - 849-3369
Email: jean.kelly@stjohn.org
C A U TIO N : Investigational device. Lim ited by federal (U.S.) law to investigational use.
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Westland officer recognized a s humble and kind
LeAnne Rogers
S ta ff W rite r

A Westland police
officer who bought a car
seat for a child after
finding his father — who
was stopped for traffic
violation — couldn’t af
ford one has been hon
ored by a local radio
station.
Westland Police Offi
cer Joshua Scaglione
received the first Hum
ble & Kind Award from
99.5 WCYD’s Chuck,
Rachael and Grunwald in
the Morning. The pro
gram honoring metro
Detroit individuals who
go out of their way to

help others in the com
munity, just kicked off
and will become a weekly
feature on morning radio
show.
Inkster resident LaVonte Dell was stopped
by Scaglione for illegally
tinted windows on his car.
After noticing Dell’s
3-year-old daughter
wasn’t in a car seat and
hearing Dell’s explana
tion of his financial prob
lems, Scaglione had the
driver follow him to Walmart where the officer
bought him a car seat.
The story got out when
Dell wrote a lengthy post
about his contact with
Scaglione. The two met to

talk with the media a
couple of days later.
A Westland officer for
just over eight months,
Scaglione commented
that his objective was to
make sure Lauren was
riding safely — part of
his commitment to pro
tect and serve the public.
Going to receive his
award on the air, Sca
glione was accompanied
by Westland Mayor Wil
liam Wild and Westland
Police Sgt. Robert Wilke.
lrogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver
Download our free apps for
iPhone, iPad or Android!
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Chuck, Rachael and Grunwald from 99.5 WYCD pose w ith award recipient Westland Police
Officer Joshua Scaglione (w ith award). Joining Scaglione are Westland M ayor William W ild and
Sgt. Robert Wilkie.

G A R D E N C ITY COP CALLS

W A Y N E COP CALLS
B reak-in

A resident in the
34000 block of Ash told
police May 6 that she
went out about 6:30 p.m.
and returned about 9
p.m. to find someone
had broken into her
home.
The woman said she
found her front door
open and that mail on
her coffee table had

been moved. Checking
further, she said a Kin
dle, blue Dell laptop
computer and 36-inch
television were missing.
On the second level of
her home, she said the
door leading to a balco
ny had been kicked
open. The door was re
ported to have been
warped and the deadbolt
was bent.
The officer noted a

plexiglass window in the
damaged door had fall
en onto the floor and had
a footprint on it. The
officer also found some
wood leaning on the side
of the house which had
apparently been used by
the suspect to access the
second floor balcony.
H it a n d run

On May 7 a resident
reported parking a vehi-

cle near Westwick
and Shamrock over
night. In the morning,
the vehicle was re
ported to have been
hit on the passenger
side, knocking off the
mirror and damaging
the front fender and
both doors on that
side.
LeAnne Rogers

W E S T L A N D CO P CALLS
Larceny fro m a
v e h ic le

On May 4, a Westland
man told police that he
was parked at the Wil
derness Park Apart
ments, 7261 Wilderness
Park Drive, overnight
when someone entered
his unlocked vehicle. He
said he found a pair of
headphones, an iPhone
charger and a bottle of
cologne missing.
Larceny fro m a
v e h ic le

A Detroit woman told
police she had been vis-

iting at a friend’s apart
ment at Woodland Villa,
7370 Drew Circle, over
night May 4. She said the
unlocked car had been
trashed and her wallet
had been stolen. There
was no cash in the wallet,
she said, but it contained
her driver’s license,
medical insurance card
and other identification.
Larceny

The owner of a home
in the 31000 block of
Steinhauer told police
May 4 that someone stole
the air conditioning unit
and an aluminum exten-

sion ladder. She said she
had last been at the
home April 25 and re
turned to find the items
missing. The gate at the
home was found open,
she noted.

someone had tried to
use her personal in
formation to obtain
unemployment bene
fits. She said the
claim was denied.

V a n d a lis m

A resident at the
Warris Farms Apart
ments, 36735 McKin
ney, told police that
May 6 someone had
smashed the rear
window on a vehicle
while it was parked in
the lot.

A Garden City woman
told police May 4 that
she had been at Westland
Shopping Center, 35000
Warren Road, when she
returned to find the front
grill of her car damaged.
Fraud

A Westland woman
told police May 6 that

V a n d a lis m

LeAnne Rogers

M u lt ip le ite m s
re p o rte d s to le n

A 33-year-old Dear
born Heights woman
reported more than
$3,000 worth of car
equipment and personal
items stolen May 3 from
her vehicle while it was
parked at A-l Transmis
sion in Garden City.
She said $600 speak
ers, a $100 DVD screen,
$600 stereo, $500 pair of
Gucci sunglasses, $100
power drill, $1,300 hy
draulic jack and $30
electric air pump was
taken from her 2003
Chevrolet Suburban.
She told police the
vehicle was in for repairs
when she was contacted
by an employee who said
her Suburban was broken
into. After she arrived at
the shop, she noticed the
back window was broken,
a police report said.
'K in d o f h o m ele s s '

An 18-year-old man,
who described himself to
Garden City Police as
“kind of homeless,” was
arrested for retail fraud
May 8.

He said he lived with
various people at differ
ent times and most re
cently he was staying
with his uncle in Belle
ville.
The suspect reported
ly went into Rock of Ages
on Ford Road with two
other men and began
browsing. After looking
around for a bit, they
began to walk toward the
exit, the police report
said, but they were
stopped when the store
security alarm went off.
All three men went
back by the sensor, but it
only activated when the
18-year-old was near. The
owner told police he
asked the suspect several
times what he was hid-'.
ing, the police report
said. The suspect report
edly pulled out a Bob
Marley tank top from his
pants. Police were called.
The other two men reportedly identified
themselves as the sus
pect’s younger brother
and father.
dandreassi@hometownlife.com
734-432-5974
Twitter: @HeraldReporter

we buy

gold
to p p r i c e s
p a id
A W ine Tasting Event
Tuesday, M ay 17, 2016
From 6 to 9 pm
F in e W in e , H o r s d ’ o e u v r e s a n d D e s s e r t

Cantoro’s Italian Market
15550 N Haggerty Rd,
Plymouth, MI 48170

For Reservations:
(734) 667-1199 or
tom@cantoromarket.com
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Westland Area Jaycees work to ‘Flush Out Cancer’
LeAnne Rogers
S t a ff W r it e r

SUBM ITTED

Westland City Clerk Richard LeBlanc was a recipient of a delivery from the
Westland Area Jaycees as they w ork to flush out cancer fo r the American
Cancer Society Relay for Life. That's LeBlanc's grandson, also Richard
LeBlanc, watching from the door.

When it comes to raising
money to fight cancer, the
Westland Area Jaycees don’t
mind using some potty humor.
The Jaycees Relay for Life
team is accepting orders to
leave a flower-filled toilet on
someone’s front lawn. It’s their
Flush Out Cancer fundraiser.
“It’s a fun harmless prank to
pull on someone while bringing
awareness about cancer and
Relay,” Jaycee Katie Theakston said.
The cost is $10 to have the
toilet removed once it is deliv
ered, then $20 to send it to a
friend and $30 to have it re
moved, along with insurance
that it won’t return.
Among the recipients have
been Westland Mayor William
Wild, Council President James
Godbout and Councilman Mi
chael Kehrer.
“I got home after dark and
went in through the garage. I
didn’t see it until the next

“I t’s a fun harm less
prank to p u ll on
someone while
bringing awareness
about cancer and
Relay,”
KATIE THEAKSTON.

Jaycee member

morning,” Kehrer said.
In the space of a week,
Theakston said the toilet had
been delivered 11 times, in
cluding a trip to a Garden City
home.
“It’s fun to see the toilet
moving around the city. It
doesn’t have to stay in Westland,” she said. "And it’s all
raising money for the Amer
ican Cancer Society.”
It probably isn’t a good idea
to send the toilet to someone
who isn’t a good sport, Theaks
ton adds.
A toilet appeared on Westland City Clerk Richard Le-

Blanc’s lawn recently. “Mul
tiple people asked to be on the
list (to receive the toilet). I
sent it to a friend whose hus
band is nicknamed Flush,” he
said.
For more information about
the toilet delivery fundraiser,
visit the Westland Area Jay
cees Facebook page.
This year, the WestlandWayne Relay for Life will be
held from 11 a.m. to 7 a.m.
Saturday and Sunday, June 4-5
at Tattan Park, 1901N. Carlson
in Westland.
Teams will continue fund
raising during the event, which
will feature a lunch honoring
cancer survivors and care
givers, themed walks and oth
er activities. For more infor
mation about participating or
sponsorships, visit RelayForLife.orgAVestlandWayneMI or
call Megan Schaper at 248-6633417.
Irogers @hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver

A ‘LIFE-CHANGING ’ GIFT
Volunteers refurbish
Livonia home for Army
veteran and his family
Brad Kadrich
S t a ff W r it e r

Nicole Blizinski kind of
knew what was coming and
still she couldn’t hold back the
tears when the secret was
finally revealed.
When she and her husband,
retired U.S. Army Staff Sgt.
John Blizinski, were finally
allowed to see the gift being
bestowed upon them, Nicole
let the tears come.
The Blizinski family — they
have a 2-year-old son, L.J. —
were the recipients Saturday
of a refurbished home on Del
aware Street in Livonia, a
home gifted to them by a part
nership developed between
Citizens Bank and the Military
Warriors Support Foundation.
The home was presented to
the family Saturday during a
ceremony outside the house.
And while the location was
supposed to be a secret, Nicole
admitted once the reveal hap
pened that she’d seen a picture
of it online, “done some recon"
■and figured it out.
. * “When they notified us we
needed to come in for an in
terview, I thought we were one
of many,” Nicole said. “When
’we got there, they said they
only had one question: ‘Are
.you ready to move into your
•new home?’
■“This is amazing and all of
you did this for us, which is
even more amazing,” she add
ed. “From the bottom of our
liearts, thank you for giving us
■Chome to raise our family.”
The Military Warriors Sup
po rt Foundation provides sup
port for combat-wounded he
rpes as they transition out of
Jhe military. John Blizinski
spent seven years as an army
Jnedic, stationed mostly in
Alaska. He was wounded dur
ing a tour in Afghanistan. For
lijs efforts, Blizinski earned a
Variety of medals and honors,
iljcluding two stars on his
Afghanistan Campaign Medal
and a Purple Heart.
- The family applied for the
■MWSF program and Brandi
Glover, a financial family
■mentor for the group, said
tfieir military service — in
addition to John’s medals and
awards, Nicole received the
Order of St. Joan of Arc for
h er efforts as a family mem
b e r — made them a perfect
candidate.
“They're so honest and so
humble ... they don’t even
think they deserve this, be
cause they were just doing
what they had to do,” Glover
said. “Those are the kinds of
families we look for.”
Dozens of Citizens Bank
staffers did the volunteer
work on the home, refurbish
ing the inside, landscaping the
outside and providing thou
sands of dollars in gift cards
and other awards.
Tracey Dryovage, a busi
ness banking officer for Citi
zens Bank, was one of the
many volunteers who put time
in rehabbing the home. Her
husband, who runs his own
landscaping company, did
much of the outdoor work.
“The wounded warriors
have a special place in my
heart,” said Dryovage, a Gar
den City resident. “They serve
our country and we need to do

BR AD KA DR IC H

Retired U.S. Army Staff Sgt. John Blizinski and his w ife
Nicole get their first look at the home on Delaware.

BR AD KADR IC H

Karen M inghine (right) shows Nicole Blizinski the mural on the w all in the bedroom that will be
home to 2-year-old L.J.

BR AD KADR IC H

Nicole Blizinski gets her first look at the kitchen in the refurbished home.

BR AD KADR IC H

BR AD KADR IC H

Hundreds of people, most of them volunteers w ith Citizens Bank, lined
Delaware Street to welcome the fam ily of U.S. Army veteran John Blizinski.

everything we can to help
them.”
The Blizinskis had been
living with John’s family in
Royal Oak. When they’d ap

A

plied for the program, the
family chose Livonia as a po
tential landing spot because
Nicole’s family is from the
area.

The Blizinskis answer questions from the media follow ing Saturday's
ceremony.

Now the family is really
home.
“It’s literally life-changing,”
he said. “It’s one of those
things that just sounds too

A

good to be true. It’s just unbe
lievable.”
bkadrich@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @bkadrich
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Prenuptial agreement is
part o f any sm art marriage
he other day, I read
an article about a
woman who balked
at signing her prenuptial
agreement. As a result,
she decided to not get
married. Since she had
already paid for the re
ception, she decided to
throw a party for the
homeless. Obviously, this
is someone who knows
how to make the best out
of a bad situation. I ad
mire her for that, but I
also admire her for re
fusing to sign a legal
document she was not
comfortable with. Un
fortunately, too many
people end up signing
legal documents they’re
not comfortable with and
they pay for it in the long
run.
Unfortunately, there is
still somewhat of a stig
ma with regard to pre
nuptial agreements and I
believe there shouldn’t
be. Many people believe
you get married for love
and therefore shouldn’t
need a prenuptial agree
ment. That would be true
if we all lived in Ozzie
and Harriet families, but
we don’t. In today’s com
plex world, where blend
ed families seem to be
the norm, a prenuptial
agreement can be an
invaluable document to
protect you and your
family.
It is important to rec
ognize what a prenuptial
agreement is meant to
accomplish. Generally, a
prenuptial agreement
will address two issues.
The first and the one that
most people are familiar
with is what happens
when the marriage does
not work. As opposed to
spending years in court
and spending substantial
amounts of money on
divorce attorneys, a pre
nuptial agreement sets

T

JOIN

US

MATTERS

There is still
somewhat of a
stigma with
regard to
prenuptial
agreements and I
believe there
shouldn’t be.
forth terms if the mar
riage does not work. For
a young couple with very
little in assets, a prenup
tial agreement may not
be necessary. On the
other hand, if someone is
coming into the marriage
with substantial assets
they’re looking at pro
tecting, a prenuptial
agreement can be effec
tive. For example,
through the effective use
of a prenuptial, a small
business owner can pro
tect the business if there
is a divorce.
Another effective use
of prenuptial agreements
is to protect assets or an
individual upon your
death. Many people think
prenuptial agreements
are only effective in
divorce situations; that’s
not the case. Prenuptial
agreements are also used
to protect children from
a previous marriage. For
example, upon your
death, you may want to
have your assets go to
the children of your first
marriage without leaving
anything to your new
spouse. One of the most
effective ways of ac
complishing this is
through a prenuptial

agreement. My philos
ophy is that when
someone gets married
and they have sub
stantial assets or chil
dren from a previous
relationship they want
to protect, a prenup
tial agreement is ef
fective to make sure
that judges, courts and
lawyers don’t get in
volved with family
affairs.
One of the mistakes
people make with
regard to a prenuptial
agreement is they
wait until the last
second and, as a re
sult, it causes all sorts
of problems. You can’t
wait until the last
second — the sooner
you can put it behind
you, the better. After
all, if you can’t discuss
something as uncom
fortable as a prenup,
maybe it’s a sign you
should not be getting
married.
I recognize the
reason people get
married is because
they love each other.
However, we all have
to accept the reality
that does not mean the
marriage will neces
sarily work. A prenup
tial agreement is the
mature way to ensure
that, if a relationship
does not work, there is
an orderly and sys
tematic distribution of
the property so that
both parties can move
forward without de
stroying each other in
divorce proceedings.
Rick Bloom is a fee-only
financial adviser. His
website is www.bloomasset
management.com. If you
would like him to respond
to questions, email
rick@bloomasset
management.com.
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Jeff Felts fires an AR-15 on the range.

Straight shot: Livonia-based Center
Mass celebrates 20 years in business
David Veselenak
S t a ff W r ite r

The height of the
Great Recession wasn’t a
typical time for a busi
ness to expand. But that’s
exactly what Canton
resident Jeff Felts decid
ed to do.
His business, Center
Mass, began 20 years ago
in his home’s basement.
Today, the retired Wayne
police officer operates
the law enforcement
products and gun shop
out of a storefront in
Livonia and has 30 em
ployees.
“We started out as a
police training entity. We
have some products we
own rights to,” he said.
“We eventually did well
enough to go to the banks
... and got a loan to buy
this building.”
The store, located at
33825 Plymouth, has a
retail shop and 10 firing
lanes for shooting prac
tice. He moved into the
store several years ago
after purchasing it in
2010.
Felts said he started
the private company 20
years ago as a way to
offer additional training
for law enforcement.
Since then, he’s also got
ten into manufacturing of
items for use by the mil
itary and law enforce
ment agencies.
He said he was in
volved in two shootings
during his time as a po
lice officer, and felt he
was completely prepared
for that experience. He
wanted to offer such
training to law enforce
ment.

u/ith Waltonwood at Cherry Hill
42600 Cherry Hill, Canton

Balance Class from 12:30 to 1:00 p.m.
Blood Pressure Checks from 1:00 to 1:30 p.m.
Food: Friend or Foe? Presentation from 1:30 to 2:00 p.m.
Nutritional Food Tasting from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.
R S V P for o n e even t or
all o f them !
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(734) 335-1830

Redefining Retirement Livingm

from 2:00 to 3:00 p.m.
with Waltonwood at Carriage Park
2250 N. Canton Center Rd., Canton

Complimentary Chair Yoga Class followed by healthy
refreshments from our juice and smoothie bar.
R SV P today!

Waltonwood
■

(734) 335-4276

— C a r r ia g e P a r k —
Redefining Retirement Living'

r

:
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Independent Living, Licensed Assisted Living & Memory Care

wwrv.facebook.com/waltonvvoodseniorliving
www. Wal to nvvood .com
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Jeff Felts, ow ner and founder
of Center Mass, celebrates 20
years in business.

“I knew there was a
better way to do things,”
he said. “In 1996,1 started
Center Mass. And we
have grown exponential
ly since then.”
Those opportunities
also lead to eventually
expanding more training
opportunities to civilians.
That's a side, Felts said,
that’s seen a big spike in
interest in recent months.
“The citizens need just
as good of training for
themselves,” he said. “I
thought I would try to
provide that for them.”
He hopes to have a
celebratory cookout
sometime this summer to
recognize the company’s
20-year anniversary,
though no date has been
selected.
N a tio n a l P a tro l R ifle
C o n fe re n c e

In addition to oper
ating the business, Felts

is the chairman of the
National Patrol Rifle
Conference, an annual
event held for hundreds
of law enforcement offi
cials across the country.
This year’s event will
take place June 4-5 in
Oakland County. Shooting
will take place at a local
shooting range, and other
events, including several
high-profile speakers,
will take place at the
Suburban Collection
Showplace in Novi.
The event, now in its
17th year, attracts law
enforcement profession
als from across the coun
try, and recognizes some
each year. This year, San
Bernardino police officer
Nicholas Koahou, who
was a part of taking down
shooters in that city Dec.
2, will be recognized.
The award, named the
Chief Jeff Chudwin Pa
trol Rifle Award, has
been given to several
notable people over the
years, including former
Marine sniper Chris
Kyle, whose memoir was
the basis of the movie
“American Sniper.”
Felts said he met Kyle
at the conference before
he was killed in 2013,
saying Bradley Cooper’s
depiction of him in the
film “nailed him to a tee.”
“He absolutely nailed
Chris," he said. “Chris
was a very good man.
Very humble.”
dveselenak@
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak
Download our free apps for
iPhone, iPad or Android!

BUSINESS BRIEFS
Y o u th e m p lo y m e n t

Mayor William R. Wild
is reaching out to Westland businesses to part
ner on a common goal of
introducing Westland’s
young adults to the work
force. The "Wild About
Youth Works!" Program
aims to
prepare
Westland's
young
adults for
the work
force by
teaching
w ild
them the
virtue of a
strong
work ethic, good customer service skills and
financial responsibility.
The Wild About Youth
Works Program, in its
sixth year, is geared
toward ages 16-18. Partic
ipants will receive fi
nancial literacy training
through the city’s part
nership in the program
with Fifth Third Bank.
Students will also be
required to attend a
“dress for success” event
Wednesday, May 4. The
event will begin at 6 p.m.
and take place in the
Grande Ballroom of
Westland City Hall at
36300 Warren Road.
"Our goal is to equip
Westland’s youth with the
skills and knowledge
needed to be competitive
candidates for employ
ment. Through the Wild
About Youth Works Pro
gram, participants will
make the investment into
their future by taking the

steps to learn what
makes an individual em
ployable,” Wild said.
“Our goal is to provide
the students who take
those steps with a list of
100 positions available
with local businesses in
various industries. As
city leaders, educators
and parents, it is impor
tant that collectively we
all do as much as pos
sible.”
Businesses will bene
fit from participating in
the program by attaining
young, tech-savvy em
ployees who have had
initial general training
and education. All that is
required is a commit
ment to interviewing and
hiring at least one stu
dent and providing them
with at least 16 hours of
work per week for six
weeks or more at the
minimum wage rate or
higher.
Businesses who are
are willing to participate,
as well as students in
terested in the program,
should contact Paul Motz,
the Director of Westland
Youth Assistance, at
734-467-7904.
C ham ber
scholarships

The Livonia Chamber
of Commerce plans to
award several schol
arships to seniors gradu
ating this spring from
Livonia's five high
schools and pursuing
post-secondary studies at
a school that is member
of the Livonia Chamber
of Commerce.

Two $1,000 scholar
ships will be awarded to
students planning to
attend a university, and
at least three scholar
ships will be awarded to
students pursuing an
associate’s degree or
skilled trades certificate.
Eligible high school
seniors must graduate in
2016 from Livonia Frank
lin, Churchill, Stevenson,
Clarenceville or Ladywood High School. This
scholarship will be an
nounced at an event to be
named in spring 2016.
This is an annual schol
arship program autho
rized by the Livonia
Chamber of Commerce
Board of Directors fund
ed by donations and pro
ceeds from Chamber
programming.
Scholarship proceeds
must be used at a Livonia
Chamber of Commerce
member institution.
(Those schools are:
Schoolcraft College,
Madonna University,
Davenport University,
Eastern Michigan Uni
versity, University of
Toledo, ITT-Technical
Institute, Walsh College,
Wayne State University,
and Lawrence Techno
logical University.) The
award will be directly
sent to the school of the
winner's choice upon
complete student enroll
ment in that institution.
Applications must
submit paperwork by 2
p.m. Friday, May 13, 2016.
For more information,
visit www.livonia.org.
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C O M M U N IT Y EVENTS
B e lla rm in e fe s tiv a l

The parish community
of St. Robert Bellarmine
Church hosts its 2016
annual festival Thursday
to Sunday, May 12-15.
Thursday night will
feature carnival rides
only. Friday, Saturday
and Sunday will feature
carnival rides, a game
tent, food, beer tent, Ve
gas, bingo, live entertain
ment and a grand prize
raffle drawing.
St. Robert Bellarmine
is on the corner of West
Chicago and Inkster
roads, serving the com
munities of Redford,
Livonia and Dearborn
Heights. For more in
formation, call 313-9371520, Ext 142.
W a y n e M e m o ria l
re u n io n

The Wayne Memorial
High School Class of 1966
is holding a 50th year
class reunion Saturday,
May 14. For more in
formation, visit
www.waynehigh
alumni.com.
Used b o o k sale

The Friends of the
Westland Library is hold
ing its Spring Used Book
Sale May 19-22.
Readers can stock up
for summer reading at
the Thursday, May 19,
preview sale (for Friends
only) from 3-6 p.m. The
sale continues 10 a.m. to 4
p.m. May 20-21, and noon
to 3 p.m. Sunday, May 22
— that day will feature a
$4 “bag day” and a special
sale of DVDs and CDs for
$1 each.
N a n k in M ills
p ro g ram s

The next couple of
programs at the Nankin
Mills Interpretive Center:
» Let’s Go Birding,
9-10:30 a.m. Saturday,
May 14 — Join the Nankin
Mills naturalist for a cup
of coffee or tea and then
hike to search for feath
ered friends around Nan
kin Mills and in the Holli
day Nature Preserve.
Some binocular sare
available, but visitors are
encouraged to bring their
own. Bird-feeding tips
will be provided. Fee is $3
per adult.
Pre-registration re
quired for all programs at
the Park Office, 33175
Ann Arbor (frail, Westland, 48185. Organizers
accept check, cash or
charge; to charge over
the phone, call 734-2611990. All programs are
held at Nankin Mills In
terpretive Center unless
otherwise noted.
» Saturday, May 14,
1-2:30 p.m. — Marcus
Swift and William Osband
were the first to bring
their families to settle in
this area, venturing from
New York to the “wilds of
Michigan” on the Erie
Canal in 1825. They be
came prominent figures
in the formation of Nan
kin Township, building
the first schools,
churches, anti-slavery
societies and homes. The
program will be present
ed indoors at Nankin
Mills Interpretive Center.
The program is recom
mended for ages 12 to
adult. Program fee is $3
per person.
» Saturday, May 21,
1-2:30 p.m. — Michigan is
home to many beautiful
species of butterflies.
Learn how to recognize

them throughout their
life stages, from egg to
caterpillar and chrysalis
to adult. Discussion will
include which plants they
use to survive and sug
gest plants to add to add
to a yard to attract them.
After the indoor presen
tation, the group will visit
the Southeast Michigan
Butterfly Association
Butterfly Garden next to
the Nankin Mills Inter
pretive Center to see the
plants and hopefully find
some eggs, caterpillars
and butterflies. The pro
gram is recommended
for ages 12 to adult and
the fee is $3 per person.

The Westland Library
will host a Citizenship
Workshop from 1-4 p.m.
Sunday, May 15. Volun
teer attorneys, accredited
representatives and law
students will be available
to answer questions,
assist in applying and
provide study materials
to become a U.S. citizen.
This workshop is present
ed by the Michigan Im
migrant Rights Center.
Registration is re
quired for the workshop;
call 734-239-6863 or visit
http://bit.ly/llgFzNe.
H is to ric a l s o ciety

At 6 p.m. Thursday,
May 19, the Livonia His
torical Society will have
its annual banquet. A
PowerPoint program on
Willow Run and the Yan
kee Air Force Museum
will follow, presented by
Randy Horton.
Prepaid tickets are
$18. Make checks to the
Livonia Historical Soci
ety and mail to B. Mans
field, 14342 Blue Skies St.,
Livonia, MI 48154. For
more information, call
734-464-0450. Deadline is
May 10.
Ice cre a m social

Livonia’s elected offi
cials host “Ice Cream &
Information,” an ice
cream social that will
give residents a chance to
enjoy ice cream and ask

COURTESY W A Y N E -W E S T L A N D SCHOOLS

The world just got a little bit smaller fo r some students at
John Glenn High School. They hosted high school students
from France for tw o weeks. Eleven students from France and
their teacher visited for tw o weeks as an exchange program
run by the French Ministry of Education. The French students
stayed w ith John Glenn families, attended school at John
Glenn, the USO Dance, tailgates and sports events to immerse
themselves in the American culture and the W ayne-W estland
community. Some of the things they experienced included
visits to the Westland police and fire stations, a Detroit Tigers
baseball game and a visit to Detroit.

questions of their elected
officials.
The event, which takes
place 6-7:30 p.m. Thurs
day, June 9, at the Livonia
Senior Center, will be
hosted by Mayor Dennis
Wright, Clerk Susan
Nash, Treasurer Lynda
Scheel and council mem
bers Kathleen McIntyre,
Brandon Kritzman, Scott
Bahr, Maureen Miller
Brosnan, Cathy White,
James Jolly and Brian
Meakin.
Food d is trib u tio n

On Hiesday, May 17,
the City of Livonia will
distribute, through the
State of Michigan Tem
porary Emergency Food
Assistance Program (TEFAP), salmon, bran flake
cereal, UHT milk, apple
sauce, green beans, rotini, cranberry juice con
centrate and vegetable

soup.
Other items will also
be provided from Forgot
ten Harvest.
The distribution is
from noon to 2 p.m. at the
vacant district court
building, 15140 Farmington Road, just south of
Five Mile.
This distribution is
offered to Livonia resi
dents who are currently
enrolled in TEFAP with a
TEFAP identification
card. Distributions are
scheduled for the third
T\iesday of each month.
Senior housing residents
should check with their
housing office for TEFAP
information.
For more information,
contact the Community
Resource Department,
Commodity Food line at
734-466-2673. This in
stitution is an equal-op
portunity provider.

D e m o c ra tic club

The Livonia Demo
cratic Party has two ma
jor meeting events each
month. Executive board
officers (and members
who wish to attend) meet
on the first Wednesday of
each month. Livonia
Democratic Party mem
bership meetings occur
on the second Wednesday
every month. The meet
ings occur at 7 p.m., and
are located at the Livonia
Quality Inn & Suites,
30375 Plymouth Road in
Livonia.
Visit the group’s web
site at livoniademocraticclub.com
» LDC/MABSI Bingo
— Shamrock Bingo, 33111
Plymouth Road, is held in
the eastern end of the
Sheldon Center Mall,
seven evenings each
week (excluding some
legal holidays). Doors
open at 4 p.m. MondayFriday. Games begin at
6:30 p.m. Saturday games
begin at 6 p.m., and Sun
day at 5 p.m.

new format: 5:30 p.m.,
bring your dinner and
enjoy conversation with
other members; 6 p.m.,
questions-and-answers
and announcements; 6:30
p.m., Alan Wakenhut,
group president, will
present “Using Google
Earth for Genealogical
Research." Wakenhut will
also cover any Google
topics that were not cov
ered in the March meet
ing.
Meetings are open to
the public. Guests are
always welcome. For
more information, visit
wwcgs.org.
D in n e r/d a n c e
b e n e fit

The Council of Ortho
dox Christian Churches
of Metropolitan Detroit
sponsors its annual
Spring Dinner Dance to
benefit retired Orthodox
priests and priests’ wid
ows on Sunday, May 15, at
the banquet hall of St.
Michael the Archangel
Orthodox Church, 26375
W. Chicago Road in Redford.
The event will begin
with a social hour at 5
p.m., followed by a buffet
dinner at 6 p.m. There
will be live music by the
Off Beats and entertain
ment for children.
Tickets including din
ner and refreshments are
$40 per person, with chil
dren ages 12 and under
admitted free. To order
tickets or for more in
formation, contact Mihaela Charlier at 313-5957640 or coccdetroit@yahoo.com, or Richard Shebib at 248-345-9346 or
paschabooks@
sbcglobal.net.
Casino tr ip

G e n e a lo g ic a l
m e e tin g

Western Wayne Coun
ty Genealogical Society
meets Monday, May 16, at
the Livonia Senior Center,
15218 Farmington Road in
Livonia. Please note the

R A D H IK A
CHINTALAPALLY, M D
Fam ily M edicine

The Wayne Rotary
sponsors a trip to Motor
City Casino at 2 p.m. Sat
urday, June 4.
Pickup is at the Wayne
District Court on Sims.
Cost is $35 (you get $30
back in slot play). The
trip is a fundraiser for
Wayne Rotary.
For more information,
call 734-890-6934.

PAT
FREEMAN, D O
Fam ily M edicine

The physicians at St.John Providence provide
high-quality, compassionate care that’s right
where you need it - close to home. Many offer
same and next day appointments. Call to
schedule your appointment or find us online
at stjohndoctors.org.
37650 Professional C e n te r Drive
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CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

Presiding: P resid en t Godbout
P resent: Coleman, H am m ons, H erzberg, Johnson, K ehrer
88: M inutes of reg u lar m eeting on 4/18/16.
- VFW #3323 Poppy S ales 5/5-7 Wayne & Chery Hill & C herry H ill & Palm er.
- Bid for Cross Connection Control P rogram to H ydroCorp for 3 yrs. am t. n o t to ex. $70,200.
- Bid for A utom atic Door O perator a t JBCC to KVM Door, am t. not to ex. $4,862.
- Bid for Weed Control/Lawn Fertilization to T ruG reen; lyr. am t. $7,162.
- MDOT C ontract for C entral City Pkw y resurfacing; C ity’s est. s h are $463,800.
- A dopt Ord. 248-A-81, rezone CB-3 to CB-1, PID #56-002-99-0014-000.
- R eprogram CDBG funds:
From: CDBG C entral C ity P ark H andicap (FY 2013-14)
$22,000
To:
CDBG Norwayne In frastru ctu re
$22,000
- Adopt 2016 Bridge P rogram Application Resolution.
- P roclaim ed M ay as “N ational M obility A w areness M onth” in th e C ity of W estland.
89: A dopt Ord. 29-W-41-1 to am end City Code & provisions of In te rn atio n a l P ro p erty Code
M aintenance Code re. weed cutting.
90: Closed public h ea rin g on 2016-2017 Budget.
91: Intro. F inal S ta te m e n t for CDBG A nnual Action P lan 7/1/16 - 6/30/17.
92: W aived procedure to intro. & adopt F inal S tatem e n t for CDBG A nnual Action P lan 7/1/16
- 6/30/17.
93: Adopt. F inal S ta te m e n t for CDBG A nnual Action P lan 7/1/16 - 6/30/17.
94: Adopt, prep. res. to adopt CDBG & HOM E P rogram A nnual Action P lan 7/1/16 - 6/30/17.
98: Conf. re-appt. of B. M cGough to ZBA for 3 yr. term to exp.5/12/19.
100: Conf. re-appt. of M. V ellardita to ZBA for 3 yr. te rm to exp. 5/12/19.
101: Appr. checklist: $ 15,345,398.79.
Mtg. adj. a t 8:45 p.m.
M inutes available in th e C lerk’s Office.

P u b lis h e d : M a y 1 2 .2 0 1 6

The Friends of the
Livonia Civic Center
Library group is sponsor
ing a three-day Used
Book Sale from 9 a.m. to 5
p.m. Friday and Saturday,
May 13-14, and from 1-5
p.m. Sunday May 15.
There will be many books
including fiction, history,
mystery, religious,and
cook books, as well as
special books. Good
prices will be on all the
books.
On May 15, a bag of
books can be purchased
for $5. All proceeds go
back into the libraries.
The Civic Center library
is located at 32777 Five
Mile. For more informa
tion, call the library at
734-466-2495.

C itizen s h ip
w o rk s h o p

CITY OF WESTLAND
SYNOPSIS OF MINUTES
MTG. 10 5/2/16

Jam e s Godbout
Council P resid en t

Used b o o k sale

Visitors from France

W hereas, in accordance w ith th e provisions of Section 16.2, C h ap ter XVI of th e C h a rte r of th e
C ity of W estland, a petition h as been filed w ith th is Body to absolutely abandon, vacate, and
te rm in a te th e following:
“T w enty (20) foot w ide alley ab u ttin g Lots 1-41 and 42-61 Block E, Ford W arren P ark
Subdivision, e a st side of N ew burgh Road, so u th o f Ford Road, located in th e C ity of
W estland.”
NOW, TH ER EFO R E, BE IT RESOLVED th a t a public h ea rin g be held on Monday, Ju n e 6,
2016 at 7:00 p.m. EST, in th e W estland City H all Council C ham bers, 36300 W arren Road,
W estland, M ichigan, to h e a r an y objections thereto.
BE IT FU R TH ER RESOLVED, th a t tru e copies of th is notice be served, posted and published
in accordance w ith th e provisions of th e City C harter.
R ichard LeBlanc
W estland C ity C lerk

R ichard LeBlanc
City C lerk
lo-oooo28i 48i jx4.s

P u b lish e d : M a y 12 & 1 9 ,2 0 1 6
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OPINION

O ur fu n d am en tal purposes are to enhance
th e lives o f our readers, nurture th e
hom etow ns w e serve and contribute
to th e business success o f our customers.

GUEST C O L U M N IS T

Focus on transparency, resident issu e s
uring my cam
paign for city
council, I took a
stand against “doubledipping” (receiving a
pension and salary at
the same time) by city
employees, after Fire
Chief Reddy was
awarded this kind of
deal.
While it’s not within
my power as one city
councilman to change
the rules concerning
this, I made a commit
ment to take a stand
against it if elected. At
the start of the year,
Mayor William Wild
offered a hand-picked
candidate, John Adams,
to fill a director’s posi

D

tion.
Mr. Adams has a
political past and has
donated to many of the
elected officials’ cam
paign committees, in
cluding one donation to
my own in January.
During the council vote
in February to approve
Adams as parks and
recreation director, I
voted no and honored
my commitment to the
voters (he is a former
Fire Marshall who is

collecting a pension
from Westland).
Within the appoint
ment process, Mayor
Wild touted Adams’
lengthy credentials and
that “department heads
... are 24-7 jobs for me.”
In May, I became aware
that Mr. Adams has
continued employment
as a full-time fire chief
in Inkster at the same
time.
With the understand
ing that he would be
leaving Inkster com
pletely to work in Westland, I was disappointed
to hear that this em
ployee is, in fact, triple
dipping. At a recent
council meeting I said

positive things about
Adams but, with consid
eration to the taxpay
ers, felt compelled to
ask him to choose one
job or the other going
forward.
My comments were
simple and to the point.
Mayor Wild’s reaction
in last week’s Westland
Observer again skewed
the message: “He does
some consulting... help
ing Inkster.” Surely, a
fire chief does a fanshare of “consulting,”
but to downplay the
fact that this person is
holding two full-time
jobs at once, while re
ceiving a large pension
(all on the taxpayer

dime), doesn’t change
the reality that it is not
what we were told
would happen.
Adams also lashed
out, calling my position
on the subject “irre
sponsible,” despite my
recent positive com
ments regarding his
work ethic and profes
sionalism.
While I don’t always
expect the business of
running a city as large
as Westland to go
smoothly, I do expect
and will continue to
require honesty and
transparency. Failure to
do so has gotten many
communities in Michi
gan in trouble and we

should do what we can
to steer clear of putting
politics before people.
In the last few
months, there’s been a
disconnect at city hall.
A failed proposal for
$6,500 worth of houseplants at city hall with
palm trees in the may
or’s office, fears about
water quality, and the
hiring issues raised
earlier are the kinds of
things we should avoid.
Let’s keep our atten
tion focused on the
needs of the residents
and increase transpar
ency.

future, say 50 or 100
years hence. One thing is
clear, they aren't making
any more land in the
city. There may be a day
when City Hall again
needs to be relocated, or
there may be needs for
other municipal facil
ities. This site should
remain public in antici
pation of those eventual
ities.
One of the biggest
drawbacks to the suc
cess of the city has been
its abysmal record of
poor land use planning.
In the early years, City
officials allowed an over
abundance of apart
ments and strip malls.
There was little attempt
to establish policies to
benefit citizens; rather, it
appeared that devel
opers were the primary
constituents. In fact, it
was Westland's poor
planning which inspired
me to do my graduate
work in urban planning.
As a real estate bro
ker, I understand the
need for commercial

development in a city,
but poorly placed devel
opment is more of a
hindrance to the well
being of a city than it is a
benefit. Taking away the
public benefits inherent
at this site will literally
cement the city's future.
Citizens deserve better
from our elected offi
cials.
I moved to Nankin
Township more than 10
years before Westland
became a city. Over the
years, I've seen the good,
the bad and the ugly.
Westland officials need
to seriously reconsider
this proposed sale. Their
legacy hinges entirely on
their decision, as does
the future of the City of
Westland.

previously that the world
takes too much stock in
words, and that actions
are worth more than the
words that build up to
such actions and diction
which would condone
Mr. Trump’s words.
However, as all things
are a balance, words can
indeed go too far. In our
culture of immediate
gratification, normal
words are no longer
enough for many. “Ac
ceptable” and “ade
quate” often get wry
looks, whereas “love”
and “great” are common
place. What we end up
creating — which is
fueled by our consuming
of mass media and its
concentration of talent,
good looks and good
times — is the feeling
that everything must be
“hilarious,” “awesome,”
“outrageous,” “unbeliev
able,” etc. We then look
at our own, normal lives
devoid of these words,
and we feel inadequate,
unacceptable.
In the age of immedi

ate gratification and
subsequent emotional
and etymological hyster
ics, the burden of a topheavy, immense society
can turn us into timid
non-players, but life
never was and never will
be about playing into an
immense global network.
No, it is about small
communities and daily
routine and the people
with which you interact;
the rest is but misin
formation, usually in
cluding fear-mongering
diplomacy and un
abashed individualism.
No, words are impor
tant when they reflect
our inner disposition to
such an extent that our
love and good deeds are
diminished, and this is
where the balance is lost.
With excessive fear,
individualism, and grat
ification, we lose the
meaning of human life.

Kevin Coleman is a Westland
city councilman.

LETTERS TO THE EDITO R
H u g e m is ta k e

City of Westland offi
cials are on the verge of
making one of the big
gest mistakes in the
50-year history of the
city. I'm referring to the
proposed sale of 40 acres
at the front of Central
City Park which com
prised the former City
Hail, the Bailey Recrea
tion Center and addition
al land. Selling this land
for commercial devel
opment would be a trag
edy of enormous scale.
The City of Westland
will not benefit from
commercialization of
this site. Everyone
knows that the city does
not suffer from a lack of
commercial develop

O

ment. The City of Westland, however, will suf
fer greatly by foolishly
diminishing the very
best public gathering
spot in the city. This
should remain as a site
for fairs and festivals,
for public events and
public recreation.
It is terribly short
sighted of Westland offi
cials to even consider
sale of this prime public
property. As we cele
brate the city's 50th
Anniversary, it is imper
ative to also look to the
future. This land should
be incorporated into
Central City Park, pro
viding recreational bene
fits to all. City officials
would also be wise to
consider the needs of the

b s e r v e r

PART O f THE USA TODAY NETWORK

Brad Kadrich,
Community editor

|
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Jani Hayden,
Advertising director

Jack S m iley
W estland

On th e e ffic a c y o f
w o rd s

As the election season
heats up, the talk is all
on Donald Trump, on
divisive words and
promises. I have said

John H. Carter

Formerly of Milford

S e m in a r o n P r e p a r in g f o r R e tire m e n t
Learn key strategies for:
• Your Retirement Accounts and IRA: Learn how to manage your investments and generate the income you need in retirement;
. Social Security: Discover how to maxmize benefits for you, your spouse and your children; and
• Family and Heirs: Understand how to make sure your assets are protected and distributed as you want, with no surprises.

M a s t 90
minutes - b o t h
informative and
entertaining'-

Tuesday, May 2 4 at 7pm
Wednesday, May 25 at 7pm
at the Detroit Marriott Livonia in Livonia, Ml

Reserve your seat today!

e r v ic e s o ffe re d th ro u g h E d e lm a n F in a n c ia l S e rv ic e s , LLC.
o ffe re d th ro u g h EF L e g a c y S e c u ritie s , LLC. an a ffilia te d b r o k e r/d e a le r, m em

EDELMAN
FIN R A/SIPC.

FINANCIAL SERVICES
America's Financial Planning Firm
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Batman creator reflects on a half-century in comics
Neal
Adams,
comic
artist, will
appear at
M otor City
Comic Con.

Susan Bromley
S ta ff W rite r

When Neal Adams
first pitched his vision of
Batman to a comic editor,
it was not well-received.
“He told me to get the
hell out of his office,”
recalls Adams. “He said,
‘What makes you think
you know what Batman
is?”’
But the artist brought
his hero to the page, and
50 years later, it is his
rendering that had stay
ing power and is the hero
now universally repre
sented, in both print and
digital mediums, in an art
form that has become a
cultural phenomenon.
Adams, 74, billed as
one of the greatest comic
book artists alive, will be
at the Motor City Comic
Con this weekend at Sub
urban Collection Showplace in Novi.
“Did I re-create Bat
man?” ponders Adams.
“The truth is, I did the
one I remembered as a
kid — maybe the cape
flows better. They
messed up by following
the TV show, and now
Batman, creature of the
night, scares villains
because they are a cow
ardly and worthless lot.”
After half a century in
the comics industry,
Adams is renown not
only for his work on Bat
man, but also X-Men,
Green Lantern/Green
Arrow, Superman and
Deadman.
S ta rtin g e a rly

His love for comics
began before he even
started school, when he
was reading comics in
cluding “Tarzan” and “A
Princess of Mars.” Cap
tain Marvel was his fa
vorite as a child and he
believes kids should be
allowed to read what
they want to read, as well
as be encouraged to pur
sue their own artistic
endeavors.
“Art is one of the
things they teach out of
you,” Adams said. “You

DETAILS
The M otor City Comic Con is open 12:30-7 p.m. Friday, May 13;
10:30 a.m. to 7 p.m. Saturday, May 14; and 10:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.
Sunday, May 15. Tickets for adults range from $25 to $35 de
pending on the day, w ith a weekend pass available fo r $75.
Children 5 and younger are free all three days. Children 12 and
younger are free Sunday with a paid adult or can get a day
pass Friday or Saturday for $10. VIP and combo packages are
also available. For a more complete list o f celebrity guests and
details on this event, go to www.motorcitycomiccon.com.

ing well. After the day he
got tossed from the edi
tor’s office, he began
working on “The Brave
and the Bold,” which
featured Batman; and
letters started pouring in
from kids across Amer
ica. He later got “X-Men”
two issues before it was
to be canceled, and then
“Green Arrow.”
“I basically showed
the good side of these
characters and redevel
oped them into the 20th
century,” said Adams,
who can draw two or
three pages a day and
often writes as well.
“That’s what I am doing
right now with Superman
... The difference with
mine is, he has more
anatomy, muscles, finds a
way to exercise on the
basis maybe another
Superman will come
along and kick some butt,
he’d better develop his
body and mind. He’s a
little more handsome,
I’m trying to draw one
that women would fall in
love with.”

want to draw comic char
acters and they make you
draw landscapes."
He kept at it and out of
high school, he was given
work doing Archie joke
pages, paid to write,
draw, letter and ink for
$32 per page. He stole
jokes, taking them out of
Jr. Scholastic pages, “no
one makes up jokes,” he
said.
Then came his run on
Batman. The character
was established, but each
artist has his own style.
Adams explained it as
being called in as a relief
pitcher in a baseball
game. Someone else had
done the first seven in
nings, and he was called
in to save the game.
“The difference in this
case, they were doing
Batman from an old TV
show, it wasn’t dramatic
or very dark, the TV
show had become pop
ular with a lighter, day
time Batman. As a comic
fan, I felt that wasn’t
Batman. Great style,
satire and TV show, and I
loved it, but it wasn’t
Batman.”
It was the late ‘60s and
the comics weren’t sell

C h a n g in g fie ld

Adams recognizes the
influence he can wield

through a pencil (he now
rarely does his own in
king) and believes the
internet has been a boon
to comics, a help instead
of the hindrance often
seen to industries that
originated in print. Digi
tal comics are accessible
to a broader audience
and those who may never
have thought of walking
into a comic shop are
now doing so after hav
ing been introduced to
the medium online.
The internet has ani
mated comics, with mov
ing characters and explo
sions. Technology has
also advanced for print
comics, with Adams’ new
graphic novel “Blood”
using lenticular lenses to
bring the cover to life as
the reader moves the
book.
“We have instant com
munication and are edu
cating cultures all over
the world,” said Adams.
“Comics influence

movies and television
shows and stories in
every genre. I don’t want
to be high-falutin,’ but
there is no better art
form. You put the best
artists and the best writ
ers together and isn’t it
the best piece of art in
the world?”
It appears many
would agree with him, as
there are 100 comic con
ventions in America per
year that have atten
dance at each of more
than 20,000 people and
gaining in popularity
worldwide.
Comic conventions are
a regular part of the life
for Adams now, and he
admitted it’s a 3-day
circus of awful food,
lights blasting in the
eyes, and yet, to him, it's
incredible.
“No one gets drunk, no
one shoots anyone, no
one punches anyone,” he
said. “We believe in he
roes, and they do hard

work.”
Fans discuss the art
and want to know how he
can draw so elaborately
when they struggle to
make a straight line.
They want to know why
he invented the first
black superhero who
wasn’t a gangbanger (the
answer: “Because I don’t
think they’re all gangbangers.”) One guy want
ed him to know he was on
the road to drug addic
tion and then he read
“Green Lantern” and
stopped doing heroin.
Ultimately, comic con
is for Adams “the
whipped cream on top of
an ice cream sundae.”
The fans have gotten
him where he is and will
find him happy to talk
about his art this week
end. For more informa
tion, visit www.motorcity
comiccon.com.
Download our free apps for
iPhone, iPad or Android!

ADVERTISEMENT FOR
REQUEST FOR BIDS
CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
2016 CONCRETE ROAD SELECTIVE SLAB
REPLACEMENT PROGRAM, CONTRACT 16-J
S ealed bids w ill be received a t th e Livonia C ity H all, 33000 Civic C en ter Drive, Livonia,
M ichigan 48154 un til 2:00 P.M., local tim e on Tuesday, May 24th, 2016 a t w hich tim e th e
R FB’s will be secured by th e C ity C lerk. E ach bid sh all be recorded to g eth er w ith th e nam e
o f th e vendor. B ids sh all be in accordance w ith th e req u irem en ts o f th is notice in order to be
deem ed “responsive.” L ate bids will be re tu rn ed unopened.
In stru ctio n s an d specifications m ay be obtained by reg isterin g w ith th e
M ichigan In ter-G overnm ental Trade N etw ork (MITN) at
www.mitn.info
All A ddendum s will be posted on th e M ITN w ebsite. Any inform ation n o t obtained from th e
M ITN w ebsite should not be relied upon. E ach response to th e bid m u st be provided to th e
C ity of Livonia electronically in Adobe (PDF) form at. Faxed bids in response to th is req u est
w ill n ot be accepted.
All bids shall be sealed in envelopes, plain ly m a rk ed w ith: CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN

2016 CONCRETE ROAD SELECTIVE SLAB REPLACEMENT PROGRAM,
CONTRACT 16-J, name of vendor and shall be addressed to th e City Clerk, City of
Livonia, 33000 Civic Center Drive, Livonia, Michigan 48154.
No vendor m ay w ith d raw th e ir bid w ith in 120 calen d ar days afte r th e d ate set for opening
thereof.
T he City o f Livonia reserv es th e rig h t to reject or accept an y o r all bids in whole or in p a rt
and w aive any irre g u larities th e rein . Acceptance o f an y bid does n ot co n stitu te a binding
ag reem en t u n til a w ritten C o n tract is signed by both parties.
Todd J. Zilincik, P.E.,
C ity E n g in eer M ayor

D ennis K. W right
M ayor

ST. M A R Y M E R C Y
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Saint Joseph M ercy H ealth System

r e m o d e l in g

y o u r K itc h e n ?
We can help you build the
kitchen of your dreams!

W om en’s H ealth Presentations
Dr. Paul Makela, urogynecologist, provides insight and education
about a variety of female conditions including bladder dysfunction,
overactive bladder and pelvic prolapse. Grab a friend, your
sister or mom and learn about the latest therapies and procedures
available that may eliminate or reduce your symptoms or pain,
and improve your quality of life. Attend any date!

April 20 • M a y 18 • Ju n e 15

Experience the benefits of a full-service
approach to your kitchen and bathroom
remodeling project.
2015
Our professional design
team will guide you from
conception to completion.

Call now!
2 4 8 -2 6 0 -2 4 6 8

St. Mary Mercy Livonia
Classrooms 1 and 2
36475 Five Mile Road, Livonia

5:45 p.m. - Check-in • 6 p.m. - Presentation
REGISTER NOW!
The presentations are free, but registration is required.
Please call 734-655-1980. Light refreshments will be served.

H BA

HOM E BUILDERS ASSOCIATION
OP SO UTH EASTERN MICHIGAN

R em odeler
o f th e Y e a r

TransitionsRemodeling.com

stmarymercy.org/westside

LO-0000279167

>
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Police Officer of Year known for ‘positive attitude’
sworn officers.
“There are so many
people here as deserving
— if not more deserving
— of that honor,” Seifert
said Monday, during an
interview at the Canton
Police Department.
His supervisor, Sgt. Ed
Johnson, said Seifert
deserves the award.
“I think he’s a very
well-rounded officer,”
Johnson said. “He always
shows up with a positive
attitude to do his job. He
writes a great report,
too.”
So great, Johnson said,
that Seifert was sought
out to teach his report
writing skills to budding
officers honing their
skills at the Wayne Coun
ty Regional Police Acad
emy at Schoolcraft Col
lege.
As a field training
officer, officials say,
Seifert also conducts
one-on-one training with
new Canton police offi
cers and serves as a good

D a rre ll C lem
Staff Writer

Police Officer Jeffrey
Seifert never knows what
a day patrolling Canton
streets will bring.
He could end up in
vestigating a reckless
driver, a domestic dis
pute, a home invasion or
a retail theft. He often
starts out enforcing traf
fic laws until the pace
picks up.
“Then it’s a race to the
very end,” he said.
One aspect of his job
never changes, though.
Seifert takes great pride
wearing the Canton po
lice uniform and badge.
“The sense of respon
sibility that goes along
with the job is something
I embrace,” he said.
It’s a positive attitude
that, along with his skills,
earned him the title of
Canton Police Officer of
the Year. He has been
singled out among a de
partment of nearly 90

BILL BRESLER |
STAFF
PHOTOG RAPHER

Jeffrey
Seifert,
Canton Police
Officer o f the
Year, pauses
from his road
patrol to talk
about his job.

ambassador in the com
munity.
“He is known for hav
ing exceptional problem
solving skills and a keen
ability to remain calm
during any type of call,”
said Canton Public Safety
Director Joshua Meier,
during the department
awards ceremony last
Thursday at The Village

Theater at Cherry Hill.
“His strengths also in
clude his professional
ism, courtesy and respect
when speaking with citi
zens and his fellow em
ployees.”
Seifert started out
studying art at Henry
Ford Community College
but shifted his career to
police work. He became a

Canton officer in 2006
after spending five years
as a public safety service
officer, whose duties
include taking 9-1-1 calls,
dispatching officers to
emergencies and helping
to process offenders
taken into custody.
Meier said Seifert
consistently ranks among
the department’s top
officers for initiating
arrests and writing cita
tions. Meier also said
Seifert “receives letters
of praise and commenda
tion from the public for
his work and dedication
to providing the citizens
of Canton and the com
munity with the most
professional police ser
vices.”
Seifert, a Canton resi
dent, grew up in Wayne
and is a 1988 graduate of
Wayne Memorial High
School. His duties of
training other officers
are taken with the utmost
seriousness in Canton,
which has one of only a

few police departments
in Michigan accredited
by CALEA, the Commis
sion on Accreditation for
Law Enforcement Agen
cies. CALEA demands a
high standard of policies
and procedures.
On one officer’s first
day, Seifert recalls train
ing him as they worked
together to investigate a
series of larcenies from
autos, attempted car
thefts and a break-in at a
mobile home park. They
spent 12 hours but they
solved the case, tracked
down the suspect and
returned many of the
stolen items to neigh
borhood residents.
“Every day is differ
ent,” Seifert said, but one
thing never changes. “I
love being involved in the
community and repre
senting the community as
a Canton police officer.”
dclem@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @CantonObserver
734-972-0919

Livonia native, author shares stories of writing
D a v id V ese le n ak
Staff Writer

It was Nancy Bilyeau’s
education at Livonia’s
Webster Elementary that
made her want to become
a writer.
“Ever since I was 8,1
wanted to be a writer,”
the New York City resi
dent and Churchill High
School alumna said. “I
had a couple great teach
ers who influenced me.”
Today, Bilyeau has
worked at several maga
zines and start-up web
sites, writing stories and
has penned three books,
one of which was recent
ly released in paperback.
She said her three
historical thriller books,
which feature the hero
ine and 16th century
English nun Joanna Staf
ford, were born after
spending a lot of time at
writing workshops. After

COURTESY OF BRET W A T S O N

Nancy Bilyeau, a Livonia
native and a New York City
resident, has w ritten several
books in recent years.

searching, she finally
found an agent who en
joyed her original story
and eventually had her
first book, The Crown,
published in 2012.

i
w

“I was working full
time. I couldn't. I kept
workshopping, over and
over, I had no agent, I had
no idea this was going
anywhere,” she said. “I
finally found an agent
who liked the book.”
That book was picked
up by Simon & Schuster,
which published the sec
ond and third books fea
turing Stafford, The
Chalice and The Tap
estry. The Tapestry was
recently released in pa
perback in March.
The series is set
around the time of the
English Reformation, the
time when the Church of
England faced a schism
with the Catholic Church.
The timing for the nov
els, Bilyeau said, was a
time period she was in
terested in and wanted to
have a strong female lead
in her books.
She even traveled to

England to see the his
torical buildings and
locations her character
may have spent time in,
including the Tower of
London.
“Writing historical
novel is really hard work.
I've always loved the 16th
century. I thought I want
ed to write a different
kind of character,” she
said. “To have that per
son in the middle of a
religious revolution
would be very interest
ing.”
The books are avail
able at Barnes and Noble,
Amazon, Indiebound,
Books-A-Million and
through Simon & Schus
ter.
H o m e to w n tie s

Bilyeau spent her
undergraduate career as
a student at the Univer
sity of Michigan, writing
at The Michigan Daily

and wanting to spend her
career in journalism. She
worked at some papers,
including the Stamford
Advocate in Connecticut,
before moving to New
York and began working
at various publications.
She currently works at
Apprecier, a start-up
publication based in New
York.
While she’s settled in
New York with her hus
band and children, she
said she still maintains
connections with her
hometown. She’s brought
her children back to her
hometown, even taking
them up north and shar
ing the Michigan experi
ence with them.
And thanks to social
media, keeping tabs on
what’s going on back in
Livonia isn’t difficult to
do.
“I have cousins who I
talk to and due to Face-

book, I'm still in touch on
a weekly basis to people I
went to junior high and
high school with,” she
said.
While she’s relocated
to New York, Bilyeau
said those looking to get
into a writing career
don’t need to do the same.
Her best advice? Read,
practice and critique.
“I could have written
these books from any
where. New York had
nothing to do with it,” she
said. “Take a two-month
workshop, and come up
with ideas, get critiqued.
Read as much as you can.
“You can be a novelist
anywhere. It’s wonder
ful.”
dveselenak@
hometownlife.com
734-678-6728
Twitter: @DavidVeselenak
Download our free apps for
iPhone, iPad or Android!

SHOP THE SALE!

ST. M A R Y M E R C Y
L IV O N IA
Saint J oseph M ercy H ealth System

MAY 1 5 - 2 2 , 2 0 1 6 • L A U R E L P A R K P L A C E ,

LIVONIA
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U S E D B O O K A N D M E D IA S A LE
SUPPORTING

THE

NE ED TO

READ

OPENING DAY - SUNDAY, MAY 15
P r e -S a le 8 :1 5 a m - 1 1 a m /A d m is s io n $ 2 0

REGULAR HOURS: Admission free
Sundays: 11am - 6pm, Monday-Saturday: 10am - 9pm

■ ,7

MONDAY MADNESS - MONDAY, MAY 16
10am - 9pm

N o w a verified
Level II T ra u m a C e n te r

Buy a book and WIN! Giveaways while supplies last!

TEACHER APPRECIATION - TUESDAY, MAY 17
3 - 9pm
Teachers receive 50% discount with valid ID

St. M ary M ercy is a Level II Trauma C enter verified by the
A m erican C o llege of Surgeons.
W h e n m in u te s m a tte r , a n
tra u m a te a m

BOOKBUSTER SALE AND SPORTS DRAWING
WEDNESDAY, MAY 18 AND THURSDAY, MAY 19
3 - 9pm
Spend $25 or more to be entered in two special drawings:
WIN ICE SKATES of Olympic Champions Meryl Davis and Charlie White
WIN TIGER BASBALL GAME tickets

e x p e rie n c e d

is a t y o u r s i d e .

BOOKS AND MEDIA 1/2 PRICE - SUNDAY, MAY 22

• 24/7 availability of a comprehensive, specially-trained
trauma team and dedicated trauma surgeons
• Rapid access to advanced orthopedic services, neurosurgery
and surgical specialties

o

DetroitFreePressColumnist

HONORARY

CHAIRPERSON
Neal Rubin
News Columnist

• Increased access to highly-specialized care in
your community
• Latest diagnostic equipm ent and resources to m anage
traumatic injuries

A community sen/ice project. Proceeds
benefit education and literacy programs.

• Ongoing community injury-prevention education

bookstockmi.org

n

248-645-7840 6Xt. 365

facebook.com/BookstockMI
©BookstockMI
Tweet with us using #BookstockMI
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Criminal ju stice reform am ong b ills introduced last week
K a th le e n G ray
M ichigan.com

LANSING —The sub

ject of reforming the
criminal justice system
has been a significant
topic of debate for sever
al years now and the
state Senate weighed in
last week, introducing a
package of 20 bills aimed
at lowering recidivism
rates and reforming
parole guidelines.
The package would
reduce prison time for
parolees who have com
mitted technical vio
lations of their proba
tion; provide incentives
for parole officers to
help keep parolees out of
prison; create a “Swift
and Sure” court to deal
with parole violators;
allow judges to shorten
sentences because of an
inmate’s good behavior
in prison; add a program
tailored to young offend
ers; create a “county
bed” program for coun
ties willing to take lowrisk felony offenders in
county jails, rather than
state prisons.
The House of Repre
sentatives has passed a
series of criminal justice
reforms, including one
that would give many
offenders “Presumptive
Parole,” if they were

deemed low risk and had
served at least their
minimum sentence. But
those bills haven’t gotten
a hearing yet in the Sen
ate.
Other bills introduced
in the Legislature last
week:
H ouse b ills

Include sec
ond-degree child abuse
in the felony murder
statute. Sponsor: Rep.
Pam Faris, D-Clio.
HB 5618-5622: Revise
requirements and proce
dures for suspension or
expulsion of students
and require public
school officials to con
sider the use of restor
ative justice measures.
Sponsors: Reps. Andy
Schor, D-Lansing; A1
Pscholka, R-Stevensville;
Adam Zemke, D-Ann
Arbor; Lisa Lyons, RAlto; Thomas Hooker,
R-Byron Center.
HB 5623-5625: Pro
hibit the inclusion of
health care service as a
covered benefit if re
quired co-payment ex
ceeds a certain amount.
Sponsors: Reps. Mike
Callton, R-Nashville;
Brad Jacobsen, R-Oxford; Henry Yanez, DSterling Heights.
HB 5626-5629: Pro
hibit and provide crimiHB 5617:

nal charges and penal
ties for the advertising,
solicitation or recruiting
of a prospective biologi
cal or adoptive parents
to participate in the
transfer of a child. Spon
sors: Rep. Thomas Hook
er, R-Byron Center;
Hank Vaupel, R-Handy
Township; Mike McCready, R-Birmingham.
HB 5630: Increase
funding for firefighter
training. Sponsor: Rep.
Holly Hughes, R-White
River Township.
HB 5631: Modify the
allowable uses for the
state’s forest develop
ment fund. Sponsor: Rep.
A1 Pscholka, R-Stevensville.
HB 5632: Reduce the
amount of money in
dependent committees
are allowed to give to
candidate campaigns.
Sponsor: Rep. Martin
Howrylak, R-TFoy.

S e n a te b ills
SB 930-931: Prohibit
and provide penalties for
leaving an animal un
attended in a motor vehi
cle. Sponsors: Sens. Cur
tis Hertel, D-East Lan
sing; Rick Jones, RGrand Ledge.
SB 932-941 and 947949: Make reforms in

criminal justice by cre
ating the Parole Sanc
tions Certainty Act; mod
ify penalties for proba
tioners who commit
technical violations,
allowing for the reduc
tion in the term of proba
tion; require evidencebased supervision prac
tices; require quarterly
reports on criminal jus
tice statistics; expedite
review and hearing proc
ess for commutations if
requested by the gover
nor. Sponsors: Sens. John
Proos, R-St. Joseph; Rick
Jones, R-Grand Ledge;

Mike Shirkey, R-Clarklake; Judy Emmons,
R-Sheridan; Marty Knollenberg, R-Troy, Patrick
Colbeck, R-Canton; Mike
Nofs, R-Battle Creek;
David Robertson, RGrand Blanc.
SB 942: Allocate
crime victims fund into
child assessment cen
ters. Sponsor: Sen. Rebekah Warren, D-Ann
Arbor.
SB 943-944: Require
Corrections Department
to report parole abscond
ers to Department of
Health and Human Ser
vices and discontinue
services or financial
assistance to the ab
sconder. Sponsors: Sens.
Ken Horn, R-Frankenmuth; Dale Zorn, R-Ida.
SB 945: Require 17- to
22-year-old inmates to be
house in the same facil
ity. Sponsor: Sen. Bert
Johnson, D-Highland
Park.

SB 946: Create the
work opportunity em
ployer reimbursement
program to provide in
centives to employers to
hire employees. Sponsor:
Sen. Jack Brandenburg,
R-Harrison Township.
SB 950: Require pro
vision of alternative
water supply when De
partment of Health and
Human Services issues a
drinking water advisory.
Sponsor: Sen. Jim Stamas, R-Midland.
SB 951: Extend the
sunset on Energy Fi
nancial Assistance Act.
Sponsor: Sen. Mike Nofs,
R-Battle Creek.
SB 952: Revise and
incorporate rules on
sewage systems and
water requirements in
license and permit reg
ulations for camp
grounds. Sponsor: Sen.
Darwin Booher, R-Evart.

SYNOPSIS OF THE MINUTES OF THE 1,799th REGULAR MEETING
LIVONIA CITY COUNCIL - APRIL 18, 2016
M eeting w as called to o rd er a t 7:00 p.m. by P resid en t M cIntyre. P resen t: J im Jolly, C athy W hite, B rian M eakin, B randon
K ritzm an, M au reen M iller B rosnan an d K athleen M cIntyre.
A bsent: Scott B ah r
#156-16 Resolution by W hite an d K ritzm an , unan im o u sly adopted, approving th e m in u tes of th e 1,798th R eg u lar M eeting of
th e Council h eld A pril 4, 2016.
M eakin w ished everyone a hap p y Tax Day.
P re sid e n t M cIntyre m entioned th e re tire m e n t o f Lee M orrow from th e P lan n in g Com m ission an d acknowledged his o u tstan d in g
service to th e Comm unity.
P re sid e n t M cIntyre w ished a H appy B irth d ay to J im Jolly.
P resid en t M cIntyre expressed condolences to L inda M cCann, D irector o f C om m unity R esources, an d h e r fam ily on th e passing
of h e r m o th er over th e w eekend.
P resid en t M cIntyre s ta te d th e re is tw o (2) x-item s a t th e end o f to n ig h t’s agenda, a s w ell as new d a ta on item 3 an d x-item 1.

C A S T E R L IN E

A U D IE N C E C O M M U N IC A TIO N :
J im Egged, a R etired Firefighter, spoke ab o u t th e Oil a n d Gas P ipeline n um ber 5 op erated by Enbridge an d presen ted a h an d o u t
to Council.

FUNERAL HOME, INC.
122 West Dunlap Street
Northville, Michigan 48167

W hite offered inform ation reg ard in g th e C ity of Livonia’s involvem ent w ith Protec, an o rganization w hich review s Pipeline
safety.

The following item s were received and filed:

248-349-0611
www.casterlinefuneralhom e.com
Roxanne Atchison-Casterline, ow ner
Courtney Casterline-Ross, m anager
Lindsey Casterline-Dogonski, m anager

E m ail com m unication from D ouglas L. Moore, S u p erin ten d en t o f Public Service, dated A pril 5, 2016.
Com m unication for th e D ep artm en t of Law d ated M arch 14, 2016, re: rep o rt an d recom m endation on th e im p act o f HB 5232
{House Bill No. 5232) on C ity of L ivonia O rdinances reg ard in g h isto rical d istricts as well as th e m ak eu p an d conduct o f b usiness
of th e L ivonia H istorical Comm ission.
C om m unication from th e D ep artm en t of Law, dated April 1, 2016, re: rep o rt reg ard in g am ending th e City of Livonia R etiree and
H ealth D isability Benefits P lan to include th e 16th D istrict C o u rt Ju d g es an d em ployees in th e eligibility for VEBA.

CITY OF WESTLAND
INVITATION TO BID

E m ail Com m unication from F ra n k C rupi, d ated April 18, 2016.

Sealed proposals will be received by th e City of W estland
- Jefferson B arns C om m unity Center, located a t 32150
Dorsey, W estland, MI 48186, on May 23rd. 2016 @
10:00am. (no exceptions w ill be m ade for la te filings) for th e
following:
J e f f e r s o n B a r n s C o m m u n it y C e n t e r /
M e r r i m a n P a r k F e n c in g I n s t a l l a t io n

Com plete specifications and p e rtin e n t inform ation m ay
be obtained from th e P u rch asin g Office or a t www.
C ityofW estland.com . T h e C ity of W estland reserves th e rig h t
to reject any or all bids.
This project is a federally funded; D avis Bacon P revailing
w ages w ill apply.
Devin J. Adam s
City Controller
P u blish ':'!: M a rc h 1 2 .‘2 0 IB

Com m unication from th e D ep artm en t o f F inance d ated M arch 2 1,2016, re: forw arding various financial s ta te m e n ts of th e City
of L ivonia for th e m o n th en ding F eb ru ary 29, 2016.
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ABSTRACT
WAYNE CITY COUNCIL MEETING
NO. 2016-14
May 3, 2016
A R egular M eeting of th e City Council was held Tuesday,
M ay 3, 2016 a t 8:00 p.m. a t th e W ayne C ity H all, 3355 S.
W ayne Rd. ALL M EM BERS PRESENT. The C ity Council
accepted a donation from th e Fire. Dept, fundraiser. The
City Council presented certificates to A lfred & B ern a d ette
Brock and Sam m y W illingham . H eard a presentation
from Len F ish er about th e Wayne P a rk Day, M ay 7, 2016.
APPROVED: m inutes of spec. mtg. Apr. 19, reg. mtg. of Apr.
19, stu d y session of Apr. 23 an d spec. mtg. of Apr. 27; DPW
Week; B uddy Poppy Sales; P reservation M onth; donation to
M em orial Day P arade; purchase agreem ent w ith DTE; move
Prec. 3 to WMHS; move Prec. 6 to WMHS; consent calendar.
Received and filed Com m unications and Reports. A djourned
a t 9:10 p.m.
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#157-16 A pproving th e req u est o f K ath leen Fitzgerald, 9917 C ran sto n , to close C ran sto n S tre e t betw een E lm ira and
O rangelaw n, on Monday, M ay 30, 2016 from 2:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. for th e purpose o f conducting an an n u a l M em orial D ay block
picnic, subject to th e approval o f th e Police D epartm ent.

#158-16 A pproving th e req u est of D ouglas B ates, 18156 D eering, to w aive Section 8.32.070 (Noise Control) of th e Livonia Code
of O rdinances, as am ended, to allow a D J to play m usic a t h is hom e located a t 18156 Deering, in connection w ith a w edding
scheduled for S aturday, Ju n e 18, 2016, from 5:00 p.m. u n til 12:00 a.m ., subject to th e ap proval of th e Police D ep artm en t.
#159-16 Approving p articip atio n in th e Alliance o f Rouge C om m unities (ARC) an d for pay m en t to th e A lliance of Rouge
C om m unities, c/o 4 6 )3 6 M ichigan Avenue, S u ite 126, C anton, MI 48188, in th e am ount of $28,502.00 for th e C ity’s A nnual ARC
A ssessm ent for 2016:
#160-16 A uthorizing th e p u rch ase o f tw o (2) 15” d ru m style chippers w ith tie r III engines, u tilizin g th e N atio n al Jo in t Powers
A lliance (NJPA) p ricing from M orbark, Inc., PO Box 1000 W inn, M ichigan 48896, for a to tal cost n o t exceed $90,036.00 from
budgeted funds.
#161-16 A uthorizing th e pu rch ase o f two (2) 2016 Ford F250 S u p er Cab 4x4 Pick-U p Trucks from S ig n atu re Ford, 1960 E. M ain
S tree t, Owosso, M I 48867, as rep lacem en t vehicles for th e w ate r m ain ten an ce section of th e D ep artm en t o f Public Works, for a
cost n o t to exceed $55,348.00; an d th e ou tfittin g of said vehicles by C annon T ruck E q uipm ent, 51761 D anview Technology Ct.,
Shelby Township, M I 48315, a t a cost o f $40,460.00; an d th e bi-fuel conversion o f said vehicles by ICOM N o rth Am erica, LLC,
54790 G ran d R iver Avenue, New H udson, M I 48165 a t a cost o f $12,625.00, for a to tal am o u n t n o t to exceed $108,433.00, from
budgeted funds.

#162-16 A uthorizing th e p u rch ase o f six (6) 2016 Ford F250 S u p er Cab a n d one (1) 2016 Ford F250 Crew C ab, 4x4 Pick-up
Trucks, w ith plow, safety lighting, sp ray in bed liners, u n d er hood a ir com pressor an d bi-fuel conversion, as rep lacem en t vehicles
for th e B uilding M aintenance, Engineering, F leet M aintenance, R oads and P a rk M ain ten an ce sections o f th e D ep artm en t of
Public Works, from S ig n atu re Ford 1960 E. M ain S t, Owosso, M I 48867, for a cost n ot to exceed $197,378.00; an d th e outfittin g
of six (6) F250 S u p er C ab Pick-U p T rucks by C annon T ruck Equipm ent, 51761 D anview Technology Ct., Shelby Township, MI
48315, a t a cost of $82,353.00; an d th e o u tfittin g of one (1) F250 Crew Cab P ick-up T ruck by T ruck & T ra iler Specialties, INC.,
1200 V ictory D rive Howell, MI 48843, a t a cost o f $9,214.00; an d th e bi-fuel conversion of five (5) Pick-up Trucks by ICOM N o rth
A m erica, LLC, 54790 G ran d R iver Avenue, N ew H u d so n M I 48165, a t a cost of $31,562.50, for a to tal am o u n t n o t to exceed
$320,507.50, from budgeted funds.
#163-16 A pproving P etitio n 2016-02-02-02, su b m itted by W ade Shows, Inc., req u estin g w avier u se approval to conduct a
carnival in th e p ark in g lot of S ears, sponsored by th e R otary C lub o f Livonia, consisting o f am u sem en t rides, gam es an d food
concessions from M ay 20,2016 th ro u g h M ay 30,2016, inclusive, on p roperty located on th e n o rth w est co rn er o f Seven M ile Road
and M iddlebelt R oad {29500 Seven M ile Road), subject to conditions.
#164-16 A pproving P etitio n 2016-02-02-03, su b m itted by M idw est M em orial Group, req u estin g w aiver u se approval to
construct an addition to a n ex istin g m ausoleum a t th e M t. Hope M em orial G ard en s C em etery on p roperty located on th e ea st
side of M iddlebelt R oad betw een Six M ile Road an d Pickford Avenue (17800 M iddlebelt Road), subject to conditions.

#165-16 A pproving P etitio n 2016-02-08-01, su b m itted b y Costco W holesale C orporation, req u estin g site p lan approval to

M atthew K. M iller
C ity Clerk
P u b l is h e d : M a y 1 2 ,2 0 1 6

The following resolutions w ere offered by Kritzman and White:
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PUBLIC NOTICE
MINUTES OF REDFORD
TOWNSHIP BOARD MEETINGS
FOR MARCH 2016
N OTIC E IS H EREBY GIVEN th a t th e approved M inutes
for m eetings of th e Tow nship Board of th e C h a rte r Tow nship
of Redford for th e m onth of M arch 2016 are posted a t th e
following public places w ithin th e Township:
C om m unity Center, 12121 H em ingway
F ire D epartm ent, 15145 Beech D aly
Library, 25320 Six M ile Road
D ep artm en t of Public Services, 12200 Beech D aly
Police D epartm ent, 25833 Elsinore
Town H all, 15145 Beech D aly

construct a w arehouse addition to th e re a r of th e building, expand th e loading dock a rea an d modify th e en tran ce of th e Costco
sto re on pro p erty located on th e e a st side of H ag g erty Road betw een Seven M ile a n d E ig h t M ile R oads {20000 H ag g erty Road),
subject to conditions.
A roll call vote w as ta k en on th e foregoing resolutions:
AYES:
Jolly, W hite, M eakin, K ritzm an , B rosnan an d M cIntyre.
NAYS: None.
M eakin gave SECOND READING to th e following O rdinance

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 25 OF THE ZONING MAP OF THE CITY OF LIVONIA
AND AMENDING ARTICLE 111 OF ORDINANCE NO. 543, AS AMENDED, KNOWN AND CITED AS
“THE CITY OF LIVONIA ZONING ORDINANCE” BY ADDING SECTION 3 .__ THERETO. (PET.
2015-09-01-08)
A roll call vote w as ta k e n on th e foregoing O rdinance:
AYES:
Jolly, W hite, M eakin, K ritzm an , B rosnan an d M cIntyre.
NAYS:
None.
#166-16 R esolution by B ro sn an and K ritzm an , unanim ously adopted, referrin g th e m a tte r of th e im pact o f H ouse Bill 5232 on
C ity of L ivonia O rdinances to th e Legislative Affairs C om m ittee for its rep o rt an d recom m endation.
#167-16 R esolution b y M eakin an d K ritzm an , unanim ously adopted, referrin g th e m a tte r of an am en d m en t to th e C ity of
L ivonia R etiree an d H ealth D isability-B enefits P lan to include th e 16th D istrict C o u rt Ju d g es and em ployees in th e eligibility
for VEBA to th e Civil Service Com m ission for its rep o rt an d recom m endation.

Approved M inutes m ay also be viewed on-line a t

#168-16 R esolution by M eakin an d Jolly, unanim ously adopted, referrin g th e m a tte r of P etitio n 2016-01-06-01, su b m itted by

www.redfordtwp.com

th e C ity P lan n in g C om m ission, to determ in e w h eth e r or n ot to am en d Section 11.03 of A rticle XI, C-2 D istrict R egulations of
th e C ity of L ivonia Zoning O rdinance, to allow indoor, clim ate-controlled self-storage facilities as a w aiver use, to th e Legislative
A ffairs C om m ittee for its rep o rt an d recom m endation.
#169-16 R esolution by W hite an d B rosnan, unanim ously adopted, accepting th e G ran t of E asem en t, executed by M ichael
B eaubien, CEO for MKO R eal E s ta te , LLC, for a 12-foot w ide public u tility easem en t in connection w ith th e w a te r m a in line
constructed a t 36622 Five M ile R oad in th e Southw est 1/4 o f Section 17.

GARTH J. CH RISTIE, Clerk
C h a rte r Tow nship of Redford
P u b lis h : M a y 1 2 ,2 0 1 6
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#170-16 R esolution by B ro sn an and W hite, u nanim ously adopted, d esig n atin g Jim Jolly to replace M au reen M iller B rosnan as
th e C ity Council R ep resen tativ e on th e City’s C om m unity T ree C om m ittee, u n til fu rth e r ord er by Council Resolution.

CITY OF WESTLAND
NOTICE OF PUBLIC AUCTION

#171-16 R esolution by M eakin an d Jolly, unanim ously adopted, su sp en d in g th e ru le s for procedure as o u tlin ed in CR 574-82 to

On M ay 17, 2016 th e W estland Police D ep artm en t will
conduct a public auction of im pounded, abandoned vehicles.
T he auction will begin prom ptly a t 11:00 am a t W estland C ar
C are, 6375 Hix Rd., W estland, M I, C ounty of W ayne, w here
th e following vehicles will be offered for sale to th e highest
bidder:

2000 BUICK
2006 DODGE
2011 CHEVROLET
1995 CHEVROLET
2001 GMC
2002 FORD
2005 CHEVROLET
2001 MERCURY
2000 CADILLAC

2G4WB55K1Y1353614
REGAL
DURANGO 1D4HB482X6F142942
1G1PC5SHXB7265906
CRUZE
1GNCS18W3S2165285
BLAZER
1GKDT13W112111519
JIMMY
1FTRW07692KE24414
F150
SILVERADO 1GCGK13U35F923591
1ZWFT61L715614215
COUGAR
1G6KY549XYU305519
STS

p erm it consideration o f item s th a t do n ot a p p e ar on th e agenda.
#172-16 R esolution by B ro sn an an d M eakin, unanim ously adopted, au th o rizin g th e M ayor and C ity C lerk to execute th e
agreem ent w ith M ichigan D ep artm en t of T ran sp o rtatio n (MDOT) for th e reconstruction of I-96/I-275 from Five M ile Road
N ortherly to E ig h t M ile Road; FU R TH ER , th e Council does hereb y au th o rize an ex p en d itu re in th e am o u n t of $500,000.00 from
budgeted funds; FU R TH ER , th e Council does hereb y au th o rize an ad d itional ap propriation an d ex p en d itu re in th e am o u n t of
$209,000.00 from th e U nexpended F u n d B alance of th e M ajor S tre e t F u n d - C ity P articip atio n in MDOT an d C ounty Projects
(202) for th is purpose, an d th e C ity E n g in eer is authorized to approve m inor ad ju stm en ts in th e work, as required.
#173-16 R esolution by M eakin an d B rosnan, unanim ously adopted, au th o rizin g th e D ep artm en t of Law to resolve th e claim s
brought on b eh a lf o f Shelley Holloway an d G regory P erttu n en ; W ayne C ounty C ircuit C ourt C ase N o.l4-007990-CD , for th e
am o u n t of $35,654.00 an d th e D ep artm en t o f Law is hereb y au th o rized to do a ll th in g s n ecessary o r in cid en tal to th e full
perform ance o f th is resolution.
AUDIENCE COMMUNICATION: None.
By B rosnan an d K ritzm an , unanim ously adopted, ad journing th is 1,799th R egular M eeting of th e Council of th e City of Livonia
a t 7:25 p.m. on April 18, 2016.

***A11 vehicles a re sold in "as is" condition. B idding on all
vehicles w ill s ta r t a t th e am oun t due for tow ing an d storage.
Vehicles m ay be deleted from th is list a t any tim e prio r to
th e s ta r t of th e auction.

SUSAN M. NASH
CITY CLERK

P u b lis h e d : M a y 1 2 ,2 0 1 6

P u b lis h e d : M a y 1 2 ,2 0 1 6
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*The foregoing is a su m m ary of th e Council’s proceedings in synopsis form as au th o rized by CR 1158-68. The full te x t of th e
official m in u tes o f th is m eeting is on file in th e Office of th e C ity C lerk and is available to th e public upon request.
LO-0000281728 «xis
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h o m e to w n life .c o m

Canton D og Park offers free day for pets, ow ners
Canton Dog Park for
free,” recreation special
ist Laura Mortier said.
“Plus, it’s a great chance
to meet other local dog
owners, get some great
canine information and
coupons — and your
four-legged family mem
ber can make some
friends, too.”
Dog park membership
is not required to take
part in this free event. In
order to attend, those
who are currently not a
member of the Canton
Dog Park must present a
valid Canton dog license,

Round up Rover and
head to the Canton Dog
Park.
The dog park will host
its free, annual Bark in
the Park event from 11
a.m. to 1 p.m. Sunday,
May 15. Visitors and
their dogs can enjoy live
entertainment, shopping
and prize giveaways
while trying the off-leash
park, located on Denton
Road north of Cherry
Hill.
“Our Bark in the Park
event is the perfect op
portunity for dog owners
to come and try out the

which can be obtained at
the Canton clerk’s office
for $10 and requires
proof of your dog’s up-todate distemper and ra
bies vaccinations, signed
by an accredited veteri
narian. No pre-regis
tration is required for
this event.
The opening day of
the Canton Farmers
Market, located a short
trail walk away in ad
jacent Preservation
Park, will take place
alongside Bark in the
Park from 9 a.m. to 1
p.m. May 15.

'

R edford U nion School D istrict
R eq u est for Proposal
Inform ation Technology A ssessm ent S ervices

l0-00002021so

P u b l is h e d : M s y 12, 2 0 1 6
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NO. 3001
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 25 OF THE ZONING
MAP OF THE CITY OF LIVONIA AND AMENDING ARTICLE
III OF ORDINANCE NO. 543, AS AMENDED, KNOWN AND
CITED AS “THE CITY OF LIVONIA ZONING ORDINANCE”
BY ADDING SECTION 3.3941 THERETO.

Section 1. T h a t th e zoning m ap of O rdinance No. 248 of th e City of W estland be
an d th e sam e is hereby am ended to show CB-1 d istrict classification w here CB-3 d istrict
classification is now shown in th e a rea situ a te d in th e C ity of W estland, Wayne County,
M ichigan, described as;

TH E CITY OF LIVONIA ORDAINS:
Section 1.
The rep o rt of th e City P lan n in g Comm ission, dated October 21, 2015, settin g
forth its resolution 10-74-2015 recom m ending approval of P etition 2015-09-01-08, h aving been
considered by th e Council, an d th e Council h aving conducted a public h ea rin g on N ovem ber
30, 2015, on said petition, an d h aving concurred in th e recom m endation o f th e C ity P lan n in g
Comm ission, th e Council hereby ad o p ts said P etition 2015-09-01-08 to am end th e Zoning
O rdinance an d Zoning M ap o f th e C ity of Livonia and all proceedings heretofore conducted on
said p etition are hereby approved.

THAT PART OF TH E NORTH 15 ACRES O F TH E EAST 1/2 OF TH E N.W. 1/4
OF SECTIO N 1, T.2S., R.9E., D ESCRIBED AS BEG IN NIN G AT A PO IN T ON TH E
SOUTH SID E OF JOY ROAD SOUTH 89°48’00” EAST, 1304.91 F E E T AND SOUTH
00°08’00” EAST 60.00 FE E T FROM TH E N.W. CORNER OF SAID SECTIO N 1;
TH EN C E SOUTH 89°48’00” EAST ALONG TH E SOUTH SID E O F JOY ROAD
111.00 FEET ; TH EN CE SOU TH 15°24’35” EAST 451.65 FE E T (RECORDED AS
SOU TH 15°16’00” EAST 451.34); TH EN C E NORTH 89°48’00” W EST 230.00 FEET;
TH EN C E NORTH 00°08’00” W EST 435.00 F E E T TO TH E PO IN T OF BEGINNING,
CITY OF WESTLAND, WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN. CONTAINS 1.703 ACRES
OR 74,166 SQUARE FE E T

Section 2 .
Article III of th e City of Livonia Zoning O rdinance, O rdinance No. 543, as
am ended, is hereby am ended by ad d in g th e reto th e following section:
Section 3.3941.
P etition 2015-09-01-08 su b m itted by th e C ity P lan n in g Com m ission is
hereby approved, and th e zoning classification o f th e prem ises h e re in a fte r described is hereby
changed from M-2 to C-4:

PARCEL NO. 56-002-99-0014-000

P a rt of th e n o rth 1/2 o f section 25, tow n 1 south, ran g e 9 ea st, C ity of Livonia, W ayne County,
M ichigan, being more p articu larly described as follows:

Section 2. T he o ther classifications in effect in all o ther a re a s of th e zoning m ap shall
rem ain in full force and effect.

Section 3. Severability. The various p arts, sections an d clauses of th is O rdinance
are hereby declared to be severable. If any p a rt, sentence, p arag ra p h , section or clause is
adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a C ourt of com petent jurisdiction, th e rem ain d er of
th e O rdinance shall not be affected thereby.
Section 4. Repeal. All other O rdinances or p a rts of O rdinances in conflict h erew ith
are hereby repealed only to th e ex ten t necessary to give th is O rdinance full force and effect.
Section 5. Publication. The City C lerk shall cause th is O rdinance to be published in
th e m a n n er req u ired by law.

Section 6. Effective Date. This O rdinance shall become effective im m ediately upon
publication thereof.
lo-oooo28i 546

off-leash, with specific
rules for a safe and posi
tive experience for ev
eryone. The park is di
vided into a large dog
section for animals more
than 20 pounds and small
dog section for animals
less than 20 pounds. An
nual memberships for
the dog park are $25 for
Canton residents and $50
for non-residents.
For more information,
go to www.cantonfun.org
or call 734-394-5310.

B idders sh all su b m it w ritte n proposals on o r before M ay 16, 2016 by 4:00 p.m., in a sealed
envelope addressed to th e Redford U nion Schools A d m in istratio n Office-Keeler C en ter located
a t 17715 Brady, Redford, MI, 48240 an d labeled “R edford U nion School D istrict, Bid for
Inform ation Technology A ssessm ent.” T he public bid opening w ill be held on M ay 16, 2016
a t 4:30 p.m. in th e b o ard room a t th e A d m in istratio n Office - K eeler /C enter. Incom plete
proposals an d those received afte r th e specified d ate an d tim e will n ot be considered. Faxed
a n d em ailed responses w ill n o t be accepted. In su b m ittin g a proposal, it is u nderstood by
th e B idder th a t th e rig h t is reserved by th e School D istrict to accept an y proposal in an y
an d all p a rts, to reject an y and all proposals, and to w aive any irre g u larities o r inform alities
w hich a re in th e best in te re s t o f th e School D istrict. The R F P is available on o u r w ebsite at
w w w .redfordu.kl2.m i.us

TH E CITY O F WESTLAND ORDAINS:

A d o p te d : M a y 2 , 2 0 1 6
E ffe c tiv e : M a y 1 2 , 2 0 1 6
P u b lis h e d : M a y 1 2 ,2 0 1 6

ty, will also be on-site for
a fundraiser to raise
money for their ARK
(Animals Receiving
Kindness) Program,
which is an on-site pet
sanctuary available to
residents of First Step.
Cruisin’ Custom Co
neys hot dog cart will be
offering lunch for guests
to purchase and enjoy.
The Canton Dog Park
has six acres of fencedin, outdoor space for
dogs to run and play

The R edford Union School D istrict is soliciting proposals from qualified inform ation technology
co n su ltan ts to conduct an ev alu atio n an d assessm en t o f th e cu rre n t s ta te o f its Inform ation
Technology operation.
This includes all aspects o f its in fra stru c tu re from desktop PCs,
servers, softw are, in tern et, system security, back up, d isaste r recovery an d related functions.
The assessm en t will include subm ission o f an action p lan th a t ad d resses c u rre n t needs
an d forecasts fu tu re needs. T here are 8 buildings in th e district. Five o f th e buildings are
in stru c tio n a l site s w ith approxim ately 3,400 u se rs an d ab o u t 750 com puters.

ORDINANCE NO. 248-A-81
AN ORDINANCE TO REGULATE AND RESTRICT TH E U SE O F LAND
AND STRU CTU RES BY DIVIDING TH E CITY OF W ESTLAND INTO
DISTRICTS AND ESTA BLISH ING TH E LOCATION AND BOUNDARIES
T H ER E O F BY ADOPTION OF AN O FFICIA L ZONING D ISTRICT MAP; TO
SPE C IFY TH E DISTRICTS W IT H IN W H ICH LANDS MAY BE USED FOR
B U SIN ESS, INDUSTRIAL. RESID EN CE AND O TH ER S PE C IF IE D PURPO SES;
TO ESTABLISH STANDARDS, REGULATIONS, RESTRICTION S AND
PROH IBITIO N S GOVERNING TH E LOCATION, ERECTION, CONSTRUCTIONS,
RECONSTRUCTION, ALTERATION AND U SE OF BUILDINGS, STRUCTURES
AND LAND W ITHIN SU C H D ISTRICTS; TO LIM IT TH E H EIG H T AND BREADTH
OF BUILDINGS, SIG N S AND O TH ER STRUCTURES; TO REGULATE TH E
IN TEN SITY OF USE OF LOT AREAS AND TO D ETERM IN E TH E SIZE O F YARDS
AND O TH ER O PEN SPACES; TO ESTABLISH SITE D ESIGN REGULATIONS
AND TO PROVIDE SITE D ESIG N REV IEW PROCEDU RES AND STANDARDS;
TO ESTABLISH PROCEDU RES AND STANDARDS FOR SPECIA L LAND
U SE AND SPECIAL PLANNED DEVELOPMENT; TO LIM IT CONGESTION
IN TH E PUBLIC STREETS BY PROVIDING O FF-STREET PARKING AND
LOADING REQ UIREM ENTS; TO PROVIDE FOR TH E RESTRICTION
AND GRADUAL ELIM INATION OF NON-CONFORM ING U SES OF LAND,
BU ILD ING S AND STRUCTURES; TO REGULATE SIG N S BY ESTABLISHING
RESTRICTION S U PO N TH E SIZE, HEIGHT, LOCATION AND NUM BER OF
PER M ISSIBLE SIG N S AND PRO H IBITIN G CERTAIN SIGNS; TO PROVIDE
FOR TH E ADM INISTRATION, EN FO RCEM EN T AND AM ENDM ENT OF TH E
ORDINANCE, TO D E FIN E CERTAIN TERMS, TO ESTABLISH PROCEDURES
AND STANDARDS W ITH RESPEC T TO ADM INISTRATIVE FUN CTIO N S AND
TO PROVIDE PENALTIES FOR TH E VIOLATION OF TH E ORDINANCE; AND
TO REPEA L TH E PRIOR ZONING ORDINANCE.

“Market shoppers and
dog owners alike are
welcome and encouraged
to visit both free commu
nity events,” Mortier
said.
Among the vendors in
attendance at Bark in the
Park will be Kelly’s Pet
Care, Animal Friends
Veterinary Hospital and
Paws Grooming Studio.
First Step, a local agency
that assists victims of
domestic and sexual
violence in Wayne Coun
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Com m encing a t th e n o rth w est corner of section 25, tow n 1 south, ran g e 9 ea st, C ity o f Livonia,
W ayne County, M ichigan an d ru n n in g thence so u th 00°27’00” w est along th e w est line o f said
section 25, a distance of 1169.51 feet to a point; th en ce so u th 89°34’33” ea st, a distance of
785.00 feet; thence n o rth 00°27’00”east, a distan ce of 919.17 feet to a point on th e sou th erly
line o f Schoolcraft Road; thence proceeding along said sou th erly line o f said Schoolcraft Road
th e following two courses: n o rth 87°19’36” east, a distan ce o f 561.33 feet; an d n o rth 86°43’06”
ea st, a d istan ce of 461.76 feet to th e p o int of beginning of th e overall Livonia corporate cen ter
parcel; thence continuing along th e southerly right-of-way line o f Schoolcraft R oad, n o rth
86°43’06” east, a distance of 123.76 feet and n o rth 82011’17” ea st, a d istan ce o f 116.55 feet
to th e tru e p o int of beginning o f th is 2.22 acre hotel site parcel; th en ce continuing along the
so utherly right-of-way line of Schoolcraft Road, n o rth 82°11’17” ea st, a distan ce o f 35.04 feet
an d n o rth 86°43’06” ea st, a d istan ce of 219.72 feet; thence leaving th e sou th erly right-of-way
line of Schoolcraft Road, so u th 00°13’23” w est, a distan ce o f 389.24 feet; th en ce n o rth 89°46’37”
w est, a distan ce of 254.00 feet; th en ce n o rth 00°13’23” ea st, a distance o f 370.91 feet back to
th e point o f beginning of th e parcel herein described containing 96,843 sq u are feet of 2.2232
acres of land, more or less.
an d th e N o rth 1/2 of Section 25 o f th e Zoning M ap is hereby am ended to conform to th e change
m ade in th is section.

ORDINANCE NO. 29-W-41-1
AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE WESTLAND CITY CODE AND THE
PROVISIONS OF THE INTERNATIONAL PROPERTY MAINTENANCE CODE
CONCERNING WEED CUTTING
Section 1. T h a t C h ap ter 22, Section 22-132 of th e W estland C ity Code is hereby

Section 4 .
The attach ed m ap desig n ated “A m endm ent No. 957 to th e Zoning M ap of th e City
of Livonia” showing all of th e am en d m en ts an d changes m ade in th e foregoing Section 2 o f th is
ordinance is hereby approved, estab lish ed and m ade a p a r t hereof.
Section 5 .
All ordinances or p a rts o f ordinances in conflict h erew ith a re hereb y repealed
only to th e ex ten t necessary to give th is ordinance full force and effect.

am ended to provide a s follows:

“Sec. 22-132. - Same-Amendments.

Section 6 .
Should any portion of th is ordinance be held invalid for any reason, such holding
sh all n o t be construed as affecting th e validity of any of th e rem ain in g portions of th is
ordinance.

T he In te rn atio n a l P ro p erty M aintenance Code is am ended an d revised in th e following
respects:

Section 101.1. Insert: C ity of W estland.
Section 103.5. Insert: T he appropriate fee schedule listed in section 46-1 of th e W estland
C ity Code.

T h e above ordinance w as passed a t th e reg u lar m eeting of th e Council of th e C ity of
Livonia held Monday, April 18, 2016, a t 7:00 p.m.
S u san N. N ash, C ity C lerk

Section 112. 5. Insert: $100 end $500.

T he foregoing ordinance w as au th en ticate d by m e on th is 19th day of A pril, 2016.

Section 302..4. A m ended to provide as follow:

302.4 Weeds, (a) All premises and exterior property sh all be m a in ta in ed free from
w eeds or p la n t grow th in excess of eight inches (h erein after “W eeds”). All noxious weeds
shall be prohibited. Weeds shall be defined as all grasses, an n u a l p la n ts and vegetation,
leaves, o th e r th a n tre e s or sh ru b s provided; however, th is term shall not include
cu ltiv ated flowers and gardens.
(b) U pon failure of th e ow ner of a property, as listed in th e city’s ta x records, to cut
and destroy Weeds as required, th e city m ay provide a notice of violation of th is section
by e ith e r affixing a w ritten notice on th e house or building or by sending a notice to th e
owner, by m a il.

D ennis K. W right, Mayor
Approved a s to form:
D onald L. K napp, Jr., City A ttorney
D ated: April 19, 2016

BOUNDARY OF DISTRICT AS AMENDED
FROM M-2, GENERAL MANUFACTURING
TO C-4 I, HIGH RISE COMMERCIAL - MAXIMUM 6 STORIES

(c) If th e length of th e grass is betw een eight inches an d ten inches a t th e tim e of
th e City’s notice, and th e ow ner fail s to cu t an d destroy th e Weeds w ithin ten days of
th e d ate th e city posted or m ailed th e notice of violation, in accor4ance w ith W estland
C h a rte r Section 14.1 and MCL 247. 61, et seq., th e city or its designee or con tracto r may
en te r upon such land an d cu t and destroy such Weeds. The city shall charge th e ow ner a
w eed cu ttin g fee, in accordance w ith W estland Code Section 46-1(51), for th is work.
(d) If th e length of th e grass is in excess of te n inches a t th e tim e of th e City’s
notice, an d th e ow ner fails to cu t and destroy th e Weeds w ithin seventy two h ours of
th e tim e th e city posted or m ailed th e notice of violation, in accordance w ith W estland
C h a rte r Section 14.1 and MCL 247.61, et seq., th e city or its designee or co n tracto r m ay
en te r upon such land and cu t an d destroy such Weeds. T he city sh all charge th e ow ner a
w eed cu ttin g fee in accordance w ith W estland Code Section 46-1(51), for th is work.
(e) If th e ow ner fails to pay such w eed cu ttin g fee, th e city shall have th e rig h t to
sp read such fee ag a in st th e property of such ow ner on th e nex t county and school tax
roll or th e next general city ta x roll. If it becomes necessary for th e city to include such
fee on th e tax roll, an ad m in istra tiv e charge of 30 percent of fee sh all also be assessed.
(f) Should any ow ner fail to tim ely cu t an d destroy w eeds a second tim e in th e
sam e grow ing season, th e city m ay cu t and destroy such w eeds a t th e expense of th e
owner, in th e m a n n er provided in p arag ra p h (c), w ithout providing a second notice as
provided in parag ra p h (b).

Section 30-1. 1-1. Insert: A pril 1 to D ecem ber 1.
Section 602.3. Insert: S eptem ber 1 to M ay 15.

PETITIO N NO. 2015-09-01-08
A P AR T OF TH E N.W. 1/4 OF S E C TIO N 25

Section 602.4. Insert: O ctober 1 to M ay 15.

Section 2. T h a t all o ther provisions of C h ap ter 22 of th e W estland C ity Code shall
rem ain in full force and effect.

SCHOOyiRAFT ROAD>: ©

AMENDMENT NO. 957 TO THE
ZONING MAP OF THE
CITY OF LIVONIA, MICHIGAN
ORDINANCE NO. 3001
Adopted by the City Council on 4/19/16

Section 3. Severability. The various p a rts, sections and clauses of th is O rdinance
are hereby declared to be severable. If any p art, sentence, p arag ra p h , section or clause is
adjudged unconstitutional or invalid by a court of com petent jurisdiction, th e rem ain d er of
th e O rdinance shall not be affected thereby.
Section 4. Repeal. All o th e r O rdinances inconsistent w ith th e provisions of th is
O rdinance are, to th e ex ten t of such inconsistencies, hereby repealed.
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Section 5. Publication. The City C lerk shall cause th is O rdinance to be published in
th e m a n n er required by law.

Section 6. Effective Date. This O rdinance shall become effective upon publication as

_____________________________________

MAYOR

_____________________________________

C LERK

req u ired by law.
A d o p te d :
E ffe ctiv e:

M a y 2 ,2 0 1 6
M ay 1 2 .2 0 1 6
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lo-oooomimb

I

f

3«s

P u b lis h e d : M a y 1 2 ,2 0 1 6

LO-0000281730 3x14.5

LOCAL NEWS

h o m e to w n life .c o m

0 & E Media | Thursday, May 12, 2016

(WGRL)

A13

Hills w om an’s life reads like a history lesson
Brad Kadrich
S ta ff W r it e r

Live for 84 years and
you’re bound to pick up a
bunch of life’s lessons.
Plus, you’re likely to pass
some of those lessons on
to others.
That’s what Ada Long
has enjoyed doing nearly
her entire life.
Long, 84, a resident at
Botsford Commons Sen
ior Community in Far
mington Hills, has many
stories to tell and, since
she spent a good deal of
her life as a teacher, she’s
had audiences on whom
to weave the tales. From
her childhood as the fifth
of 16 children to her time
picking cotton, Long has
seen quite a bit.
“I used to like telling
my students what it was
like growing up, so they’d
know,” Long said. “I re
member one student
asking me for my auto
graph, because she said
she wanted to tell her
mother about me.”
It would be a good
story to tell. Long grew
up in Lake Providence in
northeast Louisiana in
the 1930s. She was the
fifth of 16 children (she
had four brothers and 11
sisters). The kids slept
three to a bed, unless
they got sick.
Those were the
“lucky” ones, Long noted
with a chuckle.
“When you got sick,
you got a chance to get in
momma’s bed,” she said,

laughing. “That was a big
deal.”

LO NG FAM ILY
PH OTO

Ada Long
taught
quitting to
students
during a
mission
trip w ith
her church
to Africa in
2008.

G e ttin g schooled

Her parents couldn’t
afford to send her to high
school, because they had
no way to get her there.
Long said there was no
transportation for black
children back then and
they lived 18 miles from
the high school.
She did go to grade
school in a one-room
school house, where the
teacher — she even re
members her name, Lena
May Clay — had an au
thoritative way of moti
vating the students to
learn.
“She’d whack you on
the wrist with a belt if
you missed a spelling
word,” Long said.
She picked cotton,
outpicking the men by
leaving the seeds in the
cotton, thereby causing it
to weigh more. While
some men picked maybe
250 pounds in a day, Long
did 500 pounds. She tried
to get to the fields early,
when the dew still sat
upon the crops, because
the cotton was heavier
then.
Her dad was a deacon
of their church and was
strict about the Sabbath.
No card-playing on Sun
day, couldn’t play ball,
had to wear dresses. “I
still don’t wear pants to
church,” Long said,
laughing again. “Actu
ally, I don’t even wear
pants after church.”

They didn’t have
much, but then again,
they had everything.
“We had lots of food,
because we grew every
thing we ate, and we had
lots of fun,” Long said.
“We had lots of love.”
M a r rie d y o u n g

Long’s friend Mattie
Williams knows of Long’s
Louisiana background,
because she shares it.
Long and Williams’ moth
er grew up in the same
neighborhood and Wil
liams, like Long, picked
cotton and has a love for
education.
“(Long) grew up with
my mother,” Williams
said. “They were fishing
buddies, really good
friends.”
Long married at the
tender age of 18 (the
couple would have three

children) and moved to
Michigan in 1952. Having
completed high school,
she started taking class
es at Wayne County Com
munity College, where it
took her five years to get
a degree. She then
earned her teaching de
gree at Wayne State Uni
versity.
Long is proud of
things she accomplished
and people she met since
her move to Detroit. She
was part of the 25,000person throng that took
part in Dr. Martin Luther
King’s march on Detroit,
which took place in June
1963, some two months
before his famous march
on Washington, D.C.
While Long never met

King, she’s proud she
took part in the march,
which she said is histori
cally overshadowed by
the Washington rally.
“My sister marched,
too, but we never could
really get close to him,”
Long said. “Nobody ever
talks about that Detroit
march.”
Q u ilts t e ll sto ries

Long said she taught
adult education at a
school in Rosa Parks’
neighborhood. And al
though she never met the
civil rights icon, she said
she did attend Parks’
funeral. She has also
helped former President
Jimmy Carter build a
house in his Habitat for

Humanity efforts.
An avid quitter, Long
hand-stitched a large
quilt that tells the story
of the Underground Rail
road. Her quilting prow
ess took her on a mission
trip to Africa with her
church, New Prospect
Church, in 2008.
“When I was growing
up, running around with
out shoes, if someone had
told me I’d be going to
Africa, I would have said
they were crazy,” Long
said.
All of it sounds like a
great life and it is. But
Williams said it was any
thing but easy, with life
the way it was in Louisi
ana in the 1930s. Williams
is amazed by Long’s abil
ity to overcome all that.
“It’s awesome," Wil
liams said. “I grew up in
a time when there was a
lot of unrest and it was
difficult for me. For
(Long), it was a thousand
times worse and she
came out on the other
side shining.”
Long doesn’t know
about all of that, but she
does think she’s led a
charmed life.
“Whoever thought I’d
end up where I am after
all I went through?” Long
said. “I feel blessed.”
bkadrich@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @bkadrich
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Personalized Hearing Care, Inc.

FRUIT! JUICY FRUIT!

A u d io lo g y a n d H e a rin g A id s

FRUIT
TREES

SMALL
FRUITS

Reg. $.79.99

reg. $29.99

When you buy 2
or more, just

25% OFF

l/Ve specialize in fitting hearing aids in a professional and friendly environmei

• raspberry
• blackberry
• blueberry

$59.99 each
2 8 varietie s t o choose fro m

Starter

BUMPER CROP or
GARDENERS GOLD

PERENNIALS
3.25” & 4.5” pot
Reg. $4.99 - $5.99

Organic Soil Builder
2 cu ft bag Reg. $16.99

Dr. Karissa Jagacki,
A u d io lo g ist

20%

3 or more

$ 1 3 . 9 9 each

OFF

Great for fruits and

K im b erly C a rn ico m
A u d io lo g ist

Instore flyer now in progress.

S o u th Lyon • 321 P e ttib o n e Street, S u ite 105 • 248-437-5505
W e stla n d • 35337 W e st W a rre n Road • 734-467-5100

9900 Ann Arbor Rd W

www.plymouthnursery.net
Mon-Fri 8-8 • Sat 8-6 • Sun 9-5
Offers Expire 5/18/16

7 MUts West of 1-275 • 1 1/2 Miles South of M-14
Comer of Gotfredson Rd.

CITY OF WESTLAND
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT BLOCK GRANT
and HOME PROGRAMS
CONSOLIDATED PLAN 2016-2021
ANNUAL ACTION PLAN 7/1/2016-6/30/2017 — FINAL NOTICE
NOTICE OF NO FINDING OF SIGNIFICANT IMPACT ON THE
ENVIRONMENT AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO REQUEST
RELEASE OF FUNDS

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF REDFORD
NOTICE OF FINDING OF NO SIGNIFICANT IMPACT
ON THE ENVIRONMENT AND NOTICE OF INTENT TO
REQUEST RELEASE OF FUNDS

TO ALL IN TERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS AND PERSONS:
On or ab o ut J u n e 15, 2016, th e City of W estland will request th e U.S. D ep artm en t of H ousing
and U rb an D evelopm ent (HUD) to release federal funds u n d er th e CDBG an d HOME
P rogram s:

USE OF CDBG AND HOME FUNDS
CDBG funds ($998,354; program income $20,000):
•
G ra n t A dm inistration
•
Public Service Activities:
Senior P rogram s, Youth P rogram m ing
C om m unity Policing, Domestic Violence
H om eless A ssistance
•
Code Enforcem ent
•
R ehabilitation Projects
•
F riendship Center, JBCVC Im provem ents
•
Acquisition/D em olition Blighted S tru ctu res
•
Norwayne In frastru ctu re and P arks
•
Section 108 Loan
HOM E funds ($24$,565; program income $200,000):
•
G ran t A dm inistration
•
H ousing R ehabilitation
•
H om ebuyer A ssistance
•
H ousing A cquisition & R ehabilitation

T he Tow nship h as m ade available to th e general public th e approved CDBG One-Year Action
P lan 2016-2017. A copy w as m ade available for exam ination an d com m ents d u rin g a 30day public com m ent period. Copies of th e docum ent are available for review a t th e following
locations:
0
0
0

- 197,871
- 225,000

-

TO ALL IN TERESTED AGENCIES, GROUPS AND PERSONS:
On M ay 27,2016 th e C h arter Township of Redford will su b m it a req u est to th e U.S. D ep artm en t
o f H ousing and U rb an D evelopm ent (HUD) to release Fiscal Y ear 2016-2017 funds u n d er Title
I of th e H ousing an d C om m unity D evelopm ent Act of 1974 (PL 93-383), as am ended. The
2016-2017 Action P lan allocated a to tal of $1,068,000 tow ard eligible com m unity developm ent
activities.

Redford Township C om m unity D evelopm ent D ept., 12121 Hemingway, Redford, MI 48239
Redford Township C lerk’s Office, 15145 Beech Daly, Redford, M I 48239
Redford Township W ebsite, www.redfordtwp.com

In addition, an E n v iro n m en tal Review Record w hich docum ents th e relativ e environm ental
inform ation for th eses projects an d m ore fully sets forth th e reasons w hy such a statem e n t
is n ot required h a s been conducted by th e C h a rte r Township of Redford. This Environm ental
Review Record (ERR) is on file a t th e C om m unity D evelopm ent D ep artm en t, 12121 Hemingway,
Redford, M ichigan 48239, an d is available for public exam ination and copying, upon request,
betw een th e h ours o f 8:30 a.m . an d 4:30 p.m., M onday th ro u g h F rid ay and available on the
Tow nship w ebsite a t www.redfordtwp.com.

175,000
116,575
95,000
91,908
55,000
53,000

- 44,957
- 56,004
- 94,400
- 234,205

E n v ironm ental Review Records are available for review, H ousing & C om m unity D evelopm ent
D ep artm ent, 32150 D orsey Road, W estland, MI. 48186, w eekdays, 9:00 a.m . 5:00 p.m. No
fu rth e r environm ental review of said projects is proposed prior to R equest for R elease of
Federal Funds. All p arties disagreeing w ith th e decision m ay subm it w ritten com m ents for
consideration by th e C ity of W estland by 5:00 p.m., Ju n e 15, 2016. T he C ity will n ot req u est
th e release of federal funds or ta k e ad m in istrativ e action on th e above projects prior to Ju n e
15, 2016.
CERTIFICATION: The City of W estland w ill u n d ertak e th e projects described above w ith
CDBG and HOM E funds from th e HUD. T he C ity of W estland certifies to HUD th a t th e City
and M ayor W illiam R. Wild, in his capacity as Mayor, consent to accept th e jurisd ictio n o f th e
Federal C ourts if an action is brought to enforce responsibilities in relation to enviro n m en tal
reviews an d ad m in istra tiv e action, and th a t th ese responsibilities have been satisfied. The
legal effect of th e certification is th a t upon its approval, th e C ity of W estland m ay u se th e
CDBG and HOME funds, an d HUD will have satisfied its responsibilities u n d er th e N ational
E n v ironm ental Policy Act of 1969. HUD will accept an objection to its approval of th e release
o f funds and acceptance of th e certification only if it is one of th e following basis:
a) T h a t th e certification was not in fact executed by th e C hief Executive Officer of th e
ap p licant or o th e r officer of th e city; or,
b) T h a t th e applicant’s Environm ental Review Record for th e project indicates an omission
o f a required decision, finding, or step applicable to th e project in th e environm ental
review process.
c)
O th er specific grounds cited in th e HUD R egulations a t 24 CFR P a rt 58.75
Objections m u st be p rep ared and subm itted in accordance w ith th e required procedure (24
CFR P a rt 58) and m ay be addressed to HUD, M cN am ara F ederal Building, 17th FI, 477
M ichigan Ave., D etroit, MI. 48226. No objection received a fte r 5:00 p.m., J u ly 5, 2016 will be
considered by HUD.

All in terested agencies, groups an d persons d isagreeing w ith th e determ in atio n , or w ishing
to com m ent are invited to su b m it w ritten com m ents for consideration by th e Tow nship to th e
above-stated address. Such w ritten com m ents should be received on or before M ay 26, 2016.
All such com m ents so received will be considered and th e Tow nship wall not req u est th e release
of F ederal funds or ta k e any ad m in istrativ e actions on th e projects w ithin th e docum ent prior
to M ay 26, 2016.
The C h a rte r Tow nship of R edford will u n d ertak e th e projects described above w ith th e
C om m unity D evelopm ent Block G ran t (CDBG) funds from th e U.S. D ep artm en t of H ousing
an d U rban D evelopm ent, u n d er Title I of th e H ousing an d C om m unity D evelopm ent A ct of
1974. T he C h a rte r Township of Redford and Tracey S chultz Kobylarz, in h er official capacity
as S upervisor of Redford Township, consent to accept th e ju risd ictio n of th e F ederal courts, if
an action is bro u g h t to enforce responsibilities in relation to enviro n m en tal reviews, decision
m a k in g an d actions; an d th a t th ese responsibilities have been satisfied.
The legal effect on th is certification is th a t upon its approval, th e C h a rte r Township of Redford
m ay use Block G ra n t funds and HUD will have satisfied its responsibilities u n d er th e N ational
E nviro n m en tal Policy Act of 1969.
HUD will accept objections to its release o f funds and th e C h a rte r Tow nship of Redford’s
certification for a period of fifteen days following th e an ticip ated subm ission d ate or its actual
receipt of th e req u est (w hichever is later) only if th ey a re on one o f th e following bases: (a) th e
certification w as n o t executed by th e C ertifying Officer of th e C h a rte r Tow nship o f Redford;
(b) th e C h a rte r Tow nship of R edford h as om itted a step or failed to m ake a decision or finding
req u ired by HUD regulations a t 24 CFR P a rt 58; (c) th e g ra n t recipient h as com m itted funds
or incurred costs not authorized by 24 CFR P a rt 58 before approval of a release of funds by
HUD; or (d) an o th er Federal agency actin g p u rs u a n t to 40 CFR P a rt 1504 h as su b m itted a
w ritten finding th a t th e project is unsatisfacto ry from th e stan d p o in t of environm ental quality.
O bjections m u st be prep ared an d subm itted in accordance w ith th e required procedures (24
C FR P a rt 58) and shall be ad d ressed to HUD, P atrick V. M cN am ara Building, 477 W. M ichigan
Avenue, D etroit, M ichigan 48226. P o ten tial objectors should contact HUD to verify th e actu al
la st day of th e objection period.
TRACEY SCHULTZ KOBYLARZ, Supervisor
M ICHAEL D. DEN NIS, C om m unity D evelopm ent D irector
C h a rte r Tow nship of Redford
15145 Beech D aly Road

W illiam R. Wild, M ayor
C ity o f W estland
P u b lis h e d : M a y 1 2 .2 0 1 6
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Accent your por ch and lands cap e with
beautiful hanging baskets & porch pots

33152 W. Seven Mile Road, Livonia, Ml 48152
Sale Valid 5-12-16 thru 5-18-16 248.477.4333

.

While Supplies last • Prices subject to change.
Hours: Sun 9-6; Mon-Sat 9-8
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ORGANIC

248.477.4333 j
t

m ___
fe«PradiK..ion

PRODUCE
California Ripe & Sweet, ^

.

Broccoli

Avocados

2/$3

5/$5

Green Kale Grape Tomatoes

Georgia

2/$3

StrawberrieffMJBIueberries

2/$5

% / $ 4 T3h§?2/$B6M-‘
' " ''V . ~
~T

Dole W hole A

V id a lia >

Pineapple

Onions

Joe's Meat
& Seafood

J 2j ^ y J
J ^ p e a Sweet _

*■£ Canadian S eedless

Highest d u a lity H andSelccted Fruits and Vegetables

Cucumbers

IC an talo u p fl

W 2W

Largest Fresh Meat &Seafood Counter in theAreal

I

Fresh Ail Natural

Pork S irlo in
Chops

F

$2.49 u

Over1000ItemsfromGourmet&DomesticCheesesto
PremiumDeli Meals &FreshlyMadeSalads

S a n e $1.00

USDAPremium
Choice Angus

DELI
Boar’s Head

Dearborn

Porterhouse
Steak

OldTyme

Classic
Black Forest Swiss Cheese
Chicken
"am
a $ 4.99 it m
$ 7 4 9 ib Bairs Head $ 4 .99 h< *“ *»■■» Is
S a v e $4.50

S a v e $$.00

Dearborn

Boar’s Head

Oven Roasted
Turkey $ 6.99 » J
Hard
Salami

$749ib -SH- $5-99
v *

$ 4.99 lb

S a v e $1.50

m

S a v e $3.50

$3.99.iea

* 4.00

AM Varieties

All Natural Fresh

Bone-in Split
Chicken Breast

Boar’s Head

B g J

Dearborn Brand

$18.99Hb

MiiPOtPr

Football Loaf

S a v e *$.00

T-Bone Steak Smoked Chicken
S a u sa g e

S a v e $4-00

Kowalski

$5.99 Ib

Save $8.00

Dearborn

Dietz & Watson

Ground Turkey

$11.99id

Maple Honey Honey Ham
Turkey
urkey
$ 4.99 .
$ 7.99 ib -S L

S a v e $3.00

„
. _
Premium Fresh All Natural

__

691

]Baai& Head

S a v e $5.00

Fresh North American

Jo e ’s G ourm et
C atering & Events

% FIN E CHEESES
Mediterranean
Sunset

Cheddar
$ 6.99 ib

Deemster

Paradiso
$ 9.99 in

Sartori
Grated & Shredded

$6.491
S a ve 11.50

Entrees-to-Go

Bronzed Catfish
or Coconut
Tilapia

Visit us at:
www.joesgourmetcatering.com
or call today at 248-477-4333 x226

Parmesan
$ 3.99 ea

S a v e $5.00

S a v e $3.00

Lake Trout

Summer dates are filling up fast!
Call today to book your Graduation Party,
Wedding, Showers & Employee Picnics! We
can customize any event to fit your needs
and budget!

$7.99m

S a v e $3.00

S a ve *1.00

Everyday GOURMET
Eggplant

Grilled

Kale Caesar

F ^GROCERY

Bacon Ranch

Parmesan Chicken Breast PastaSaiad p a sta S a la d Hamilton
$ 7.99 ib
$ 8.99 ib
$ 4.99 id ™$ 5.99 ib
large
Eggs
S a v e $1.00
S a v e $1.00
S a v e $1.00
S a v e $1.00
99 $ Dozen

C hef's F eatu re

..

Save
i.o o

Almond
Boca
990 oa
S a v e $3.00

art ofBread-Fresh House Made iverytiay-UslngHon GMOFlour
2484774311 Hours: Wed-Mon 8-6; Closed Tues

2/$3
(

$ 3.99
$ 4.99

Strawberry Shortcake
$ 17.99 e $ 27 .9 9 $

Trmterse City Cherry 8.99 ID $

Spinach & Feta
Turnover
$ 1.49
Cinnamon
Raisin Scone

$ 3.99

•V PASTRY

toes Fresh
r c s d Roasted
Koasten w
e e n y Coffee
uonee spei
Joe’s
Weekly
Special

Cheddar
Jalapeno
$ 3.99
Italian
Bread
$ 2.99

Sliced
Cheeses

BBQ Sauces & Rubs

CAFE

A ll V arieties

Salad
Dressings

Rufus Teague

Shrimp Po’Boy

Rock
Candy
99 Cea

Marzetti Andrews Everett

Joe’s Fresh Baked

Joe’s Fresh Baked

Strawberry
Pie
$ 13.99

Strawberry
Rhubarb Pie
$ 11.99

WINE CELLAR
Roscato

Meomi

$ 9.99

$ 15.99

Wines
btl

PinotNoir
btl

Pelee
Island

Mike s Hard

$ 8.99

6 pack
All Varieties

Wines
hu

lemonades

$ 7.99

INSIDE: FRANKLIN POWERLIFTER, FORTIN, BRINGS HOM E GOLD, B3
SECTION B (WGRL)
THURSDAY, MAY 12, 2016
OBSERVER & ECCENTRIC MEDIA
HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

SPORTS

ED WRIGHT, EDITOR
EWRIGHT@HOMETOWNLIFE.COM

734-578-2767

H IG H SCHOOL SOFTBALL

Franklin
alum ni

Rockets are the
hosts with the most
John Glenn wins
fund-raising tournament
Ed W r ig h t
S t a ff W r ite r

The Westland John Glenn
softball team’s seventh annual
“Bat Away Breast Cancer Tour
nament” was a success for the
Rockets on several levels.
Not only did the event raise
much-needed donations to help
breast cancer patients, but the
hosts walked away with the
championship trophy after
registering three emphatic
victories: 15-0 over Wayne

Memorial; 10-0 over Dearborn
Heights Crestwood; and 11-1
over Clawson.
Senior pitcher Mackenzie
Huren was fabulous through
out the tournament, yielding
just one run over the three
contests.
Offensive sparkplugs in the
game-one win over the Zebras
included junior Megan Buford
and Madison Wetmore, who
both went 2-for-2. Cheyenne
Grim, Alexis Guajardo and
Kaitlyn Johnson also contrib
uted hits.
Huren threw a rare perfect
game against Crestwood, strik
ing out 14 of the 17 batters she

b a se b a ll gam e

SU BM ITTED

Members of the Westland John Glenn softball team pose w ith their
championship trophy Saturday afternoon.

faced. Offensively, Wetmore
was 2-for-2 with a double, Bu
ford was 2-for-3 with a triple,
Huren smashed three doubles
and Guajardo was 3-for-3 with
a two-bagger.
In the final game against
Clawson, Huren fanned 10 of

the 15 batters she faced and
issued zero walks. Propelling
the Rockets’ offense were Wet
more (3-for-3), Huren (2-for-2
with a triple), Grim (2-for-2)
and Guajardo (2-for-2).
ewright@hometownlife. com

O BSE R VE R LA N D IN V IT A T IO N A L

FAST AND FABULOUS

The Livonia Franklin
baseball program will be
hosting an alumni game
on Sunday, May 22, at 6
p.m. at the school’s base
ball field.
The cost to participate
will be $20.
For more information,
contact head coach Matt
Fournier at mfournie2@livoniapublicschools.org.

Cougar hoops
cam p
The Garden City girls
basketball program will
be hosting a “Cougar
Camp” June 20-23 for
boys and girls who will be
attending third through
eighth grade beginning
later this summer.
The camp will run
from 9 a.m. to noon each
day.
The cost of the camp is
$20 per day. Participants
can attend one, two, three
or all four days of the
camp.
With Garden City play
ers and coaches serving
as instructors, the camp
will feature instruction
on fundamentals, con
tests and scrimmages.
Campers will receive a
T-shirt, basketball and
daily treats.
Participants are en
couraged to enter and
exit the Garden City
gymnasium from the rear
doors by the tennis
courts.
For more information,
contact Garden City girls
basketball coach Michele
TVree at tyreem@gardencityschools.com; or
call Ted Fournier at 734368-5031.

Churchill g irls
h o op s cam p

D A N D EAN

Chanel Gardner finishes a Churchill victory in the 800-m eter relay. She also w on the open 400 and 200 races for the champion Chargers.

Chargers conquer talented
field at Farmington
Dan O'Meara
S t a ff W r ite r

D A N D EAN

Churchill's Dash Dobar maintains a sizable lead during the 800-m eter run
event that he won.

It was a great night to be a
Churchill Charger at the inau
gural Observerland Invitational
for area track and field teams
Saturday.
The Livonia high school was
a double winner, capturing the
boys and girls championships in
the expanded and reformatted
competition at Farmington
High School.
The Chargers won both
meets going away, leading by

insurmountable margins going
into the final event and being
the only teams to break the
century mark in total points.
For the first time in the 46year history of the event, the
girls were included, too, and the
format changed from mostly
relays to a regional-style meet.
“I think our guys outscored
us by half a point, so I’ll have to
hear about that from the guys
coaches,” Churchill girls coach
Patrick Daugherty said. “But,
to have something like this,
with the inaugural event and
the new format, is very special
for both programs and is someSee OBSERVERLAND, Page B2

The Livonia Churchill
girls basketball camp will
be held July 27-29 from
5-7 p.m. each night in the
school’s gymnasium.
Kids who will be enter
ing first through ninth
grades are invited to
participate. The $60 reg
istration fee includes a
T-shirt if the participant
is registered prior to July
t
All players will re
ceive coaching from
former college athletes
(Michigan, Notre Dame,
and Madonna) along with
current Churchill varsity
players.
The emphasis of the
camp will be on devel
oping the fundamentals
of basketball.
Former Notre Dame
player Ariel Braker, a
former Fighting Irish
team captain who started
all 37 games her senior
season, will be a guest
speaker at the camp.
For more information,
contact Churchill head
coach K’Len Morris at
Kmo2334@gmail.com or
810-874-8641.

SOFTBALL F U N D R A ISE R

‘Strike Out GIST’ event a rousing success
Money raised for youth
with cancer; game won
in dramatic fashion
Ed W r ig h t

rfrpn

S t a ff W r ite r

It took a village to make
Monday’s “Strike Out GIST”
fundraising softball event fea
turing Stevenson and Churchill
a roaring success.
But it only took one swing of
the bat to end the festivities in
spine-tingling fashion.
In one of the most compel
ling under-the-lights Livonia
rivalry softball games in recent
memory, Stevenson rallied
from a 9-8 deficit in the bottom
of the seventh inning with a
redemption-coated inside-thepark home run by Erin An
drews and a dramatic walkoff
double by Kayce Ziemba that
propelled the Spartans to a 10-9

NATH AN A D A M S

Livonia Wild travel softball player Emma Ostrowski throws out the ceremonial first pitch before Monday's
fundraising game feature Stevenson and Churchill.

victory before a large and en
thusiastic crowd at Ford Field.
While the game was a clas
sic, it took a backseat to the

night’s fundraising project.
Traditionally, every year
Stevenson and Churchill play
under the lights, the home team

chooses a person or organiza
tion to assist.
See FUNDRAISER, Page B3

S p artan 5K
Run returns
The Livonia Stevenson
High School Boosters
Club will host the annual
Spartan 5K Run on Sun
day May 22.
This very successful,
long-standing community
event includes a one mile
run/walk and competitive
5K run. Age group
awards are in the 5K run
only.
Day-of registration
opens at 7:30 a.m. The
one-mile run/walk begins
at 9 a.m. followed by the
5K run at 9:15 a.m. All
preregistered runners
will receive a Brooks
Running shirt.
Online registration is
available at
https://runsignup.com.
For more information,
contact Rick Brauer at
734-642-6664 or email
rickjbrauer@mi.rr.com
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HIGH SCHOOL GOLF

Chargers play well in loss to Plymouth
Welch’s 36 not quite
enough for Churchill
Ed Wright
S ta ff W r ite r

Sometimes, your best just
isn’t quite good enough.
Case in point: the Livonia
Churchill boys golf team’s
season-best dual match score
of 152 against host Plymouth
Friday afternoon.
Although the four-player
total was the Chargers’ low
tally of the spring — and good
enough to beat most teams in
the area — it fell short against
the state-ranked Wildcats, who
carded a sizzling 141.
Three of the four Charger
scorers broke 40 on the Fox
Hills’ Hills course layout. Lo
gan Welch led the way with a
36, followed by Sam Spayd
(37), Aaron Walton (38) and

John Doyle, who came in with
a 41.
Churchill’s non-scorers
were Chase Fallu (43) and
Griffin Ahmet (48).
Ace Jack Bozcar led the
’Cats with a 33. Kyle Kozler
was one shot back at 34 while
Logan Stefanko (36) and Justin
Kapke (38) also figured in the
scoring for the winners.
The result improved Ply
mouth’s KLAA South Division
record to 4-1 while Churchill
slipped to 3-2.
S p a rta n s fa ll

Livonia Stevenson dropped
a well-played 156-162 decision
to Canton on Thesday in a
KLAA Kensington Conference
crossover match played at Fox
Creek Golf Course.
Connor Jakacki (38) and Jon
McDonald (40) paced the Ste
venson attack. Easton Schlatterbeck and Trevor Lopus both

carded rounds of 42 for Ste
venson.
Non-scorers for the Spar
tans were Tyler Smith (44) and
Alec Moore (45).
Canton was led by Suhas
Potluri and Brian Oldani, both
of whom shot 38’s.
P a n th e rs p ou nce

Redford Union continued to
thrive in the Western Wayne
Athletic Conference, as it post
ed a 170-213 triumph over
Romulus.
Junior Ben Hawn was the
match medalist after posting a
39. Other contributors includ
ed Evan Albright (40), Ryan
Randall (44) and Jesse Suite
(47). Sophomore Carlos Ramos
shot a solid 49, but did not
figure in the scoring.
ewright@hometownlife.com
T O M B E AU D O IN

Churchill's Sam Spayd sizes up a putt during a match earlier this season.

OBSERVERLAND INVITE
BOYS TRACK AND FIELD
M a y 7 a t Farm ington HS

D A N D EAN

Churchill's Alexis Lombardo passes the
baton to Gabby Swider.

OBSERVERLAND

D A N D EAN

Saturday's Observerland Invitational drew a large crowd to Farmington High School.

Continued from Page B1

thing I’ll cherish the rest of my coach
ing career.
“(Churchill boys coach) Rick (Aus
tin) and I have been coaching together
16 years, and this is very special for
us, doing this in the same year. I’m
very proud of both our teams for tak
ing a win on the first time around for
this.”
The Chargers scored 124 points in
the boys meet. In the late stages, the
battle was for second place, which
went to Canton with 95 points.
The top six included Livonia Ste
venson (89), Salem (84), Southfield
(61) and Novi-Detroit Catholic Central
(59).
“I’m surprised we were able to
score 124 points, but that’s indicative
of how excited our kids get about
running at this meet,” Austin said.
“The Chargers are the first winner
under the new format, so that’s kind of
special.”
“There was a lot of great competi
tion. My hat is off to Canton and Ste
venson. They have good teams, and
we just happened to be a little better
today. That could all change next
week at the conference meet."
Churchill amassed 123/> points in
the girls tally. Farmington was the
runner-up with 96, followed by Bir
mingham Seaholm (67), Salem (65),
North Farmington (45) and Canton
(40/.).
The Chargers were led by Chanel
Gardner, who won the girls 400- and
200-meter races in 57.34 and 25.03
seconds.
Churchill’s Thkia Bradley won the
300 hurdles (47.24) and Iamani Moul
trie the long jump (16-3/<).
The Chargers also won three of the
four relays. Gardner anchored the 800
and 1,600 teams, which also included
Bradley and Moultrie.
Churchill won the 3,200 relay, too.
The girls ran times of 1:43.52,4:05.68
and 9:45.08, respectively.
“She’s a senior; we’re going to miss
her a lot,” Daugherty said of Gardner.
“I’m going to cherish the next 3-4
weeks here, getting ready for the
state, because there’s been no one else
like her at Churchill. She’s been the
best sprint athlete we’ve had.
“I’ll be real excited when she sees
serious competition to run against.
She’s already broken three school
records this year. The only one to be
broken is the 4x4, and they’re like a
second off the school record.”
Churchill won five events in the
boys meet, including the 1,600 relay in
3:28.14.
Demarco McKinney threw the
discus 144 feet even. Carrington Smith
ran the 400 meters in 50.69, Dash
Dobar the 800 in 2:01.39 and Jamal
Allen the 200 in 22.17.
“Our sprinters are beginning to
find their way, and our half-milers
broke it open tonight,” Austin said.
“We were able to score three guys in
the half.

Team standings: 1. Livonia Churchill, 124; 2. Canton, 95; 3.
Livonia Stevenson, 89; 4. Salem, 84; 5. Southfield, 61; 6. Novi-Detroit
Catholic Central, 59; 7. Livonia Franklin, 41; 8. Garden City, 33; 9.
Birmingham Seaholm, 22%; 10. Farmington Harrison, 18; 11. Plymouth,
11Vi; 12. Redford Thurston, 10; 13. Farmington, 8; 14. Ferndale, 5; 15.
Melvindale, 2.
Shot put: 1. Jannik Schmitt (SA), 54-9; 2. Demarco McKinney (LC),
48-8; 3. Nick Edney (GC), 47-10; 4. Jalen Edwards (SO), 4 7-2'/j; 5. Chris
Bradbury (CC), 46-7%; 6. Alex Howie (SA), 45-8’/;; 7. M atthew Young
(CC), 45-1V2; 8. Ryan Woebkenberg (CC), 44-7.
Discus: 1. Demarco McKinney (LC), 144-0; 2. Jannik Schmitt (SA),
137-5; 3. DeAngelo Meredith (SA). 130-2; 4. Jalen Edwards (SO), 124-8;
5. Ryan Woebkenberg (CC), 124-0; 6. Michael Grabda (LC), 122-0; 7.
Javon Edward (SO), 120-9; 8. Christian Pearson (SA), 120-4.
High ju m p: 1. Aaron Simmon (LS), 6-0; 2. Matthew Gilbert (SO),
6-0; 3. (tie) Ben Barton (SE) and Malik Lowery (LS), 5-9; 5. Brendan
Downs (CC), 5-9; 6. (tie) Evan Marini (LS) and Cameron Kight (P), 6-9;
8. Ovie Oghoufo (FH), 5-6.
Long ju m p : 1. M alik Lowery (LS), 20-1; 2. Brendan Smith (CC),
19-6Vi; 3. Noah Hendricks (FH), 19-4; 4. Kevin Colangelo (LC), 19-3%; 5.
Steve Walker (CA), 19-2%; 6. Ben Williams (FH), 19-2%; 7. Mike Licata
(LS), 19-1; 8. Brandon Turner (FH), 18-9%.
Pole vault: 1. Andrew Koenigsknecht (CA), 14-1; 2. Logan Delonis
(LS), 12-0; 3. Kameron Stancer (LC), 11-6; 4. Collin Bowersox (LS), 11-6;
5. Chuck Carey (CA), 11-0; 6. Drew Niemiec (LF), 11-0; 7. Jeff Miles (M),
11-0; 8. Nick Beculheimer (LC), 10-6.
3 ,200-m eter relay: 1. Stevenson, 8:14.54; 2. Churchill 8:15.89;
3. Seaholm, 8:21.45; 4. Plymouth, 8:35.00; 5. Catholic Central. 8:37.72;
6. Salem, 8:45.45; 7. Thurston, 8:54.53; 8. Franklin, 8:54.74.
110 hurdles: 1. Denzel Tinsley (GC), 14.59; 2. Jemal Vaunado (CA),
15.24; 3. A ndrew Levens (CC), 15.33; 4. Evan Marini (LS), 15.49; 5.
W illiam Hill (GC), 15.51; 6. Eseosa Arhebamen (SA), 15.54; 7. Haden
Kasdorf (CC), 15.83; 8. Dakota Travis-Gilmore (LC), 16.17.
100 dash: 1. Delan Wynn (SO), 10.95; 2. Darren Davis (CA), 11.08;
3. Brandon Smiley (LF), 11.11; 4. A ndrew Davis (SA), 11.16; 5. Carring
ton Smith (LC), 11.36; 6. LaDarius Sharpe (LS), 11.36; 7. Steve Walker
(CA), 11.76; 8. Ben W illiams (FH), 11.80.
800 relay: 1. Canton, 1:31.25; 2. Churchill 1:31.57; 3. Salem,
1:32.10; 4. Franklin, 1:32.58; 5. Garden City, 1:34.25; 6. Southfield,
1:35.08; 7. Stevenson, 1:35.33; 8. Catholic Central, 1:35.97.
1.600 run: 1. Chaz Jeffress (SA), 4:28.25; 2. Scott Smith (CC),
4:33.00; 3. Jack Balint (LS), 4:34.04; 4. James Weekley (FH), 4:35.00; 5.
Ethan Byrnes (P), 4:35.70; 6. George Nummer (SE), 4:35.71; 7. Nick
Trevisan (FA), 4:36.76; 8. Griffin Skaff (SA), 4:40.84.
4 00 relay: 1. Canton, 43.77, 2. Salem, 43.99; 3. Churchill, 44.16; 4.
Franklin, 44.31; 5. Garden City, 45.50; 6. Stevenson, 45.96; 7. Catholic
Central, 46.36; 8. Harrison, 46.80.
400 dash: 1. Carrington Smith (LC), 50.69; 2. Errol Franklin (RT),
52.07; 3. Caleb Moraw (CA), 52.30; 4. Joshua Momeyer (LC), 52.53; 5.
Emerson Rogers (SO), 53.13; 6. Dirk Thornhill (CA), 53.22; 7. Anthony
Marx (SE), 53.46; 8. Niguel Smith (LC), 53.87.
300 hurdles: 1. Delan Wynn (SO), 40.19; 2. Jamal Vaunado (CA),
40.46; 3. Andrew Levens (CC), 41.59; 4. W illiam Hill (GC), 42.00; 5.
Dakota Travis-Gilmore (LC), 42.59; 6. Ben Barton (SE), 42.81; 7. Haden
Kasdorf (CC), 43.00; 8. Sharriff Dyer (SA), 43.09.
800 run: 1. Dash Dobar (LC), 2:01.39,2. Alex Oquist (LS), 2:02.17;
3. Gino Persicone (SA), 2:02.23; 4. Brendan Meakin (LC), 2:02.61; 5.
Andrew Bambach (LS), 2:02.77; 6. Frank LaFave (LC), 2:03.24; 7. Jared
Zella (SA), 2:04.38; 8. Scott Caspersen (SE), 2:05.05.
200 dash: 1. Jamal Allen (LC). 22.17; 2. Delan Wynn (SO). 22.36; 3.
Darren Davis (CA), 22.37; 4. Brandon Smiley (LF), 22.40; 5. Christian
Bagnall (LF), 23.26; 6. Antonio Alexander (LC), 23.32; 7. Sharriff Dyer
(SA). 23.65; 8. VerShawn Patrick (SA), 24.12.
3,200 run: 1. Tony Floyd (LF), 9:47.51; 2. Zachary Clark (CA).
10:04.07; 3. Nick Trevisan (FA), 10:04.18; 4. W ill McElgunn (FE),
10:06.43; 5. Jacob Kubinski (SA), 10:09.28; 6. Tyler Opdycke (LC),
10:09.47; 7. Alex McLaren (CC), 10:11.95; 8. Ben W illiams (SE),
10:13.78.
1.600 relay: 1. Churchill, 3:28.14; 2. Canton, 3:28.78; 3. Southfield.
3:38.13; 4. Stevenson, 3:38.20; 5. Salem, 3:38.25; 6. Catholic Central,
3:41.09; 7. Franklin, 3:42.74; 8. Seaholm, 3:43.53.

D A N D EAN

Amanda Schultz (left) Allie Terry, Emily Ehrheart and Hope McMullen celebrate a victory in
the 4 x 200 prelim heat.

OBSERVERLAND INVITE
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Franklin's Tony Floyd turned in a
memorable performance at his final
Observerland meet.

“I think we’re building up all the
areas, and we’re a well-balanced team.
If you’re well balanced in a regionalstyle meet like this, that bodes well
for scoring a lot of points.
“We kind of miss the old relay for
mat, but the meet was dying; so we
had to do something to save it. I’m
glad we went to the regional format,
especially with the conference meet
and regional coming up. So that helps
everybody.”
McKinney also was second in the
shot put, Smith fifth in the 100. Kameron Stancer placed third in the pole
vault. The Chargers had a pair of
fourths from Joshua Momeyer and
Brendan Meakin in the 400 and 800,
respectively.
“DeMarco is having an outstanding
season, and he keeps getting better
and better,” Austin said. “Carrington
has found his events. He’s more of 200
and 400 guy, and he usually anchors

our mile relay. He had a little bit of a
muscle tug, so we took him out of the
mile relay.”
Churchill’s 800 and 400 relay teams
finished second and third, respective
ly“Those guys are really coming
together as a sprint group,” Austin
said. “They know they have to, be
cause John Glenn is so tough in the
sprints. They’re hoping to challenge
them.
“I think we scored in just about
everything. It helps to have great
depth. I think we’re peaking at the
right time. Our athletes are excited
here at the end of the season.”
The Churchill girls had an awe
some team effort, according to
Daugherty, who added the Chargers
are really strong in 15 of the 17 events.
“That should bode well for us at the
conference meet Friday and the re
gional,” he said. “We had the best
thrower in the area, and she’s out with
a concussion. We probably could have
put 15 to 20 more points on the board
if she was here.
“We’re a pretty well-rounded team.
A lot of work and dedication goes into
that by the kids. As much as coaches
coach, they have to buy into that and
want to be winners.
“It’s been a very fun and rewarding
year, and I’m looking forward to the
championship season.”
Franklin had the top two distance
runners. Natalie Douglas and Tony
Floyd won their respective 3,200 races
in 11:13.42 and 9:47.51.
Stevenson’s Malik Lowery won the
long jump (20-1) and Aaron Simmon
the high jump (6-0) in the boys meet.
The Spartans also won the 3,200
relay, and Garden City’s Denzel Tin
sley was No. 1 in the high hurdles
(14.59).
domeara@hometownlife.com

Team standings: 1. Livonia Churchill 123% points; 2. Farmington, 96; 3. Birmingham Seaholm, 67; 4. Salem. 65; 5. North Farmington, 45; 6. Canton, 40%; 7. Plymouth, 39; 8. Livonia Franklin, 37%; 9.
Farmington Hills Mercy, 33%; 10. Livonia Stevenson, 30%; 11. (tie)
Southfield and Livonia Ladywood, 11; 13. Farmington Harrison, 20; 14.
Redford Union, 11; 15. Garden City, 8; 16. Plymouth Christian, 4; 17.
Redford Thurston, 1.
Shot put: 1. Cantara W illiams (SO), 36-1 V i ; 2. Kyndra Parker (SA),
32-11%; 3. Deja Adams (FA), 32-6; 4. Ti VanHorn (FH), 32-5; 5. Elise
Wehmer (P), 32-4; 6. Melissa Fular (LC), 31-10%; 7. Natalia Lewandowski (SA), 31-10; 8. Alexis Browning (LF), 30-7.
Discus: 1. Kyndra Parker (SA), 101-4; 2. Ayo-ola Sobowale (FH),
99-11; 3. April Seilo (M). 99-8; 4. Micayla M artin (FA), 94-6; 5. Hannah
Egan (LS), 89-9; 6. Indya Hood (M). 89-4; 7. Cecilia Norris (FA), 88-1; 8.
Melissa Fular (LC), 87-9.
Long ju m p : 1. Iamani M oultrie (LC), 16-3%; 2. Mia Flynn (M),
16-0; 3. Shamya Butler (CA), 16-0; 4. Raven Tatum (NF), 15-8; 5.
Mikaela Hille (LF), 15-6%; 6. Ally Hill (LL). 15-4%; 7. Carlena Toombs
(SO). 14-8% ; 8. Gabby Hamil-Paulina (SE), 14-8%.
High ju m p: 1. Morgan Murphy (FA), 5-3; 2. (tie) Julie Wonch (LF),
Ryan Sparks (CA) and Arianna Allman (M), 5-0; 5. Katherine Harris (P),
5-0; 6. Heather Meadows (SE), 5-0; 7. Gabby Chouinard (P), 4-9; 8.
Jillian Betts (P), 4-9.
Pole vault: 1. Emily Caragay (P), 11-0; 2. Olivia Ryktarsyk (LC).
10-6; 3. (tie) Shannon Burke (LS) and Natlie Yurgil (LC), 10-0; 5. Cate
Visscher (LC), 9-6; 6. Natalie Janke (P), 9-6; 7. Sommer Pappas (LS),
9-0; 8. Ashley Rebain (LC), 8-6.
3 ,200-m eter relay: 1. Churchill 9:45.08; 2. Seaholm, 9:57.24; 3.
Stevenson, 10:12.42; 4. Salem, 10:17.22; 5. Ladywood, 10:17.30; 6.
Canton, 10:18.06; 7. Plymouth, 10:50.96; 8. Garden City, 11:05.78.
100 hurdles: 1. Mia Flynn (M), 15.90; 2. Haven Essian (SA), 15.98;
3. Takia Bradley (LC), 16.14; 4. Heather Meadows (SE), 16.53; 5. Daria
Cook (FH), 16.69; 6. Gabby Hamil-Paulina (SE), 16.96; 7. Nadine
Salamey (P), 17.37; 8. Casadie Searcy (NF), 17.57.
100 dash: 1. Akili Echols (FA), 12.27; 2. Jada Sabir (CA), 12.53; 3.
Mycah Lewis (NF), 12.67; 4. Jaliyah Gray (RU), 12.84; 5. Jaila Brooks
(FA), 12.96; 6. Jessica Krone (CA), 13.10; 7. Iamani M oultrie (LC), 13.11;
8. Hannah Blakey (M), 13.21.
800 relay: 1. Churchill 1:43.52; 2. North Farmington, 1:44.81; 3.
Canton, 1:45.96; 4. Salem, 1:48.10; 5. Seaholm, 1:52.54; 6. Southfield,
1:52.54; 7. Harrison, 1:52.81; 8. Stevenson, 1:53.47.
1.600 run: 1. Maddy Trevisan (FA), 5:03.56; 2. Abby Inch (FA),
5:12.87; 3. Rachel McCardell (SE), 5:13.51; 4. Christina Murphy (LC),
5:21.60; 5. Emily Rooney (SE). 5:22.61; 6. Erin Seibert (LF), 5:26.46; 7.
Korey Szymaniak (GC), 5:28.16; 8. Kathleen George (LC), 5:33.52.
400 relay: 1. Farmington, 50.78; 2. Salem, 51.23; 3. North
Farmington, 51.46; 4. Redford Union, 52.88; 5. Stevenson, 52.98; 6.
Southfield, 53.34; 7. Seaholm, 53.45; 8. Harrison, 53.94.
400 dash: 1. Chanel Gardner (LC), 57.34; 2. Julie Wonch (LF),
1:00.13; 3. AJ Williams (NF), 1:00.23; 4. Ally Hill (LL), 1:01.96; 5. Allie
Crecelius (P), 1:02.31; 6. Alyssa Knight (SA), 1:03.02; 7. Lily Tripp (SE),
1:03.24; 8. Dasia Johnson (RT). 1:03.36.
300 hurdles: 1. Takia Bradley (LC), 47.24; 2. Gabby Hamil-Paulina
(SE). 49.00; 3. Kayla Dudek (P), 50.00; 4. Maddie Bastin (LL), 51.50; 5.
Erin McCann (SA), 51.51; 6. Nadine Salamey (P), 51.85; 7. Heather
Meadows (SE), 52.24; 8. Diane Senkowski (LS), 53.17.
800 run: 1 Morgan Merlino (FA), 2:18.64; 2. Patty Girardot (SE),
2:23.35; 3. Kaya Knake (SA). 2:24.33; 4. Emily Lauzon (LS), 2:26.10; 5.
Megan Gendjar (LC), 2:28.14; 6. Alexia Lombardo (LC), 2:28.64; 7. Ana
W hite (P), 2:30.27; 8. Reagan McNally (SE), 2:32.28.
200 dash: 1. Chanel Gardner (LC), 25.03; 2. Akili Echols, (FA),
25.50; 3. Jade Sabir (CA), 25.77; 4. AJ Williams (NF), 25.82; 5. Raven
Tatum (NF), 25.90; 6. Carlena Toombs (SO), 26.57; 7. Julie Wonch (LF),
26.57; 8. Jaliyah Gray (RU), 26.82.
3,200 run: 1. Natalie Douglas (LF), 11:13.42; 2. Abby Inch (F),
11:28.33; 3. Christina Murphy (LC), 11:34.24; 4. Korey Szymaniak (GC),
11:43.12; 5. Kathleen George (LC), 11:44.17; 6. W hitney Reid (NF),
11:56.79; 7. Kati Beckeman (SE), 12:02.89; 8. Anna Nagelhout (CA),
12:05.50.
1.600 relay: 1. Churchill, 4:05.68; 2. Seaholm, 4:12.61; 3. Salem,
4:13.64; 4. Farmington, 4:20.53; 5. Ladywood, 4:21.14; 6. Franklin,
4:30.31; 7. Stevenson, 4:34.42; 8. North Farmington, 4:41.95.
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A N N CARLIN

M em bers o f th e Livonia Stevenson baseball team pose w ith th e m ilk ju g , w h ic h serves as kind o f a Stanley
Cup-like tra v e lin g tro p h y fo r w in n e rs o f th e annual Livonia C ity Baseball Tournam ent.

L IV O N IA C IT Y B A S E B A L L T O U R N A M E N T

Stevenson pulls off two
close wins to keep jug
SU BM ITTED

Ed W rig h t
S t a ff W r ite r

The most-coveted, multi
colored milk jug in Livonia —
and possibly all of Wayne
County — will maintain a home
with Stevenson’s baseball pro
gram for at least another year
after the Spartans captured
their fourth city championship
in the past six years Saturday
afternoon.
In a pair of crisply-played
games, the Spartans subdued
Franklin, 2-0, in a morning
semifinal thriller before outscoring Churchill, 5-3, in the
title matchup.
The Chargers advanced to
the final with a 10-0 victory
over Livonia Clarenceville.
The Stevenson-Franklin
game was a pitchers’ duel from
the get-go featuring Spartan
starter Dan Bos and reliever
Branden Posky, and Franklin’s
Harrison Merrill, who threw
“very, very well,” in the esti
mation of Patriot head coach
Matt Fournier.
The pivotal play unfolded in
the sixth with Stevenson pro
tecting a 1-0 lead and the Patri
ots threatening with a runner
on second base. Stevenson

FUNDRAISER
C o ntinued fro m Page B1

This year, the recipient of
the event’s love was Farmington Hills seventh-grader Emma
Ostrowski, who plays travel
softball for the Livonia Wild.
Ostrowski was diagnosed this
past winter with pediatric Gas
trointestinal Stromal Uimors
(GIST), a form of cancer that is
rarely found in children.
Every player who stepped on
the field Monday night had the
phrase “Strike out GIST” print
ed across the back of her spe
cial pink-and-blue jersey.
While the past several
months haven’t been easy for
Emma or her family, they’re
persevering with uncommon
strength and resilience.
“Emma is doing well,” said

right-fielder Gordon Ferguson
chased down a well-hit ball and
made a scintillating catch,
before firing a laser to third
base to cut down the Franklin
runner who had tagged up on
the catch.
“He made one of the best
throws I’ve seen this year, and
then their third baseman made
a nice play because the throw
kind of short-hopped him,” said
Fournier.
Stevenson’s runs came on a
solo home run by Chris Tanderys and an RBI single by
Bobby Cavin that plated Mark
Pettersson.
Danny Moms and Petters
son both had two-hit games for
the winners. Jake Giacobbi and
Kyle Wollam accounted for the
Patriots’ only hits.
Bos and Posky were electric
on the hill for Stevenson. Bos
gave up two hits over four-andone-third innings, striking out
three. Posky earned the save
with two-and-two-thirds in
nings of no-hit relief. Posky
walked three and struck out
two.
Stevenson never trailed in
the championship game, scor
ing three runs in the second
and two more in the third.

Churchill tallied a single run
in the second and two in the
sixth.
Ferguson was the winning
pitcher, striking out seven
while letting up just six hits
and two walks in a completegame effort.
Thnderys (2-for-4, two RBI)
and Pettersson (2-for-3, RBI,
run) spearheaded the Spartans’
offense. Posky also delivered a
two-run hit, while Ferguson
helped his own cause with a hit
and two runs.
Joe Loudon was the lone
Charger with two hits. He also
knocked in two runs.
Joe Targosz, Jake Osen, Joe
Hartley and Jon Hovermale
had one hit a piece for Chur
chill.
Franklin defeated Clar
enceville, 14-1, in Saturday’s
consolation game. The Patriots
out-hit the Trojans, 11-2, and
did not commit an error.
Jon Montie was solid on the
mound, striking out seven and
walking four over six frames.
Offensively, Nick Hoyer (1for-2, RBI), Brendan Sanders
(2-for-4, two runs, RBI) and
Bobby Mandrink (l-for-4, two
RBI) for Franklin.

her dad, Doug. “She’s symptomfree at the moment. She’s play
ing softball for the Wild. She
can’t play catcher like she
wants to because it’s pretty
tough on the body, but she’s
playing, which we’re happy
for.”
Emma’s mother, Carol, said
the family has been touched by
the warmhearted outreach by
the area’s softball community.
Emma, who attends East
Middle School in Farmington
Hills, said she loves everything
about softball, “especially hit
ting,” she emphasized.
When asked who she was
rooting for Monday, she deliv
ered a diplomatic answer.
“I want the pink team to
win,” she said, smiling.

Trailing 8-7 heading into the
top of the seventh, Churchill
mounted a two-out rally when
Haley Bennett and Regan Pey
ton reached on singles. Ashley
Bond then send a routine fly
ball to right field that Andrews
bobbled and dropped, allowing
the tying and go-ahead runs to
score.
“The thing about Erin is that
she is very level-headed,” said
Stevenson head coach Kevin
Hannigan. “She came in the
dugout after her error, and she
said, ‘Let’s get 'em back’.”
With one out, Andrews rock
eted a drive up the right-center
field gap and dashed around the
bases to knot the game at 9-9.
Abigail Zwicker reached
first and stole second, setting
the stage for Kayce Ziemba,
who launched a no-doubt-aboutit walk-off double to give the
Spartans’ a 10-9 victory.

T h rillin g e n d

The final inning couldn’t
have been any more exciting.

C O L L E G IA T E S IG N IN G

Carpenter builds strong softball resume
Ed W rig h t
S t a ff W r ite r

Livonia Churchill senior
student-athlete Erin Carpen
ter is headed to LeBron
James country — but to play
softball, not basketball.
Carpenter recently com
mitted to play collegiate softball for Cuyahoga Community
College, which is located in
Cleveland.
She will join former Char
ger teammate Rachel Mattison, who recently finished up
her first season at Tri-C.
“I really like the coaches,
the players on the team, and
it’s nice that I already know
someone there (Mattison),”
she said. “I’ve been playing
softball since I was five years
old, so it’s exciting to know I
get to continue playing at a
high level.”
Carpenter joined the trav
el-softball ranks when she
was just 8, and has excelled
ever since. Currently a third
baseman and left fielder for
the Chargers, Carpenter has
earned the responsibility of
serving as the team’s leadoff
hitter.
“I’m more of a get-on-base
type of hitter than a power
hitter,” said Carpenter, who
proved she does possess some

SUBM ITTED

Erin C arpenter is pictured w ith her parents, Craig and Sherri, d u rin g last
w eek's collegiate sig ning cerem ony a t Churchill.

power by cranking a home
run her sophomore year at
Churchill. “I love softball
because of the friendships
I’ve made and because it’s
fun.”
An honor roll student this
year, Carpenter’s ultimate
career ambition is to become
a special education teacher.
She emphasized that her
parents — Craig and Sherri —
have played pivotal roles in

her softball and academic
success.
Cuyahoga C.C. competes at
the Division 2 level in Region
XII (Ohio, Michigan and Indi
ana) of the National Junior
College Athletic Association
and is part of the Ohio Com
munity College Athletic Con
ference.
ewright@hometownlife.com

Joe Fortin is pictured w ith his parents, Loni and Dante, a fte r placing firs t
in his age and w e ig h t class a t th e APF cham pionships in Chicago.

N A T IO N A L P O W E R -L IF T IN G

F ranklin’ s F ortin
tu rn s ir strong
e ffo rt in Chicago
Ed W rig h t
S t a ff W r it e r

Heavy metal turned into
gold for Livonia Franklin
senior powerlifter Joe Fortin
during the APF Raw Nation
als held May 6-8 in Chicago.
Although Fortin placed
first in the 18/19-year-old,
220-pound weight division in
the elite competition held in
the “Windy City,” the ac
complishment was anything
but a breeze for the Patriot,
who had to out-lift many of
his strongest peers from
across the country.
Following in the footsteps
of his father, Dante, who was
also a successful powerlifter
in his prime, Fortin squated
518 pounds, bench pressed

314 points and deadlifted 529
pounds, for an aggregate
total of 1,361 pounds.
Fortin, who was a multi
year star on the football field
and in the wrestling room at
Franklin, attempted a worldrecord age-group squat of
545 pounds in Chicago, but
his bid was unsuccessful.
“Joe benched 330 pounds,
but he touched the upright on
the bench, and the lift was
not allowed," said Dante For
tin.
Fortin’s golden perfor
mance earned him an oppor
tunity to represent the United
States at the WPC World
Championships, which are set
for Nov. 7-13 in Louisiana.
ewright@hometownlfie.com

H IG H S C H O O L S O F T B A L L

Franklin goes 1-2 in
N. Farmington Invite
Churchill takes second
in Livonia Classic
Ed W rig h t
S t a ff W r ite r

If the Livonia Franklin
softball team’s three-game
set at Saturday’s North Far
mington Invitational was a
sandwich, the middle sec
tion — an impressive 15-3
victory over Farmington
Hills Harrison — would
have been prime rib.
The bread was pretty
fresh, too, considering the
Patriots were extremely
competitive in their gameone 7-2 loss to highly-ac
claimed Waterford K etter
ing and in their finale, a
tight, 7-3 setback to the host
Raiders.
“We knew going into our
first game this weekend that
Kettering was a very solid
team,” said Franklin head
coach Brittany Grys. “The
score doesn’t reflect the
hard work and effort our
girls put into that game, but
I am very proud of their
continued dedication and
was very impressed on how
the team stepped it up fun
damentally.
“With the exception of
one rally that Kettering had,
our defense held them to
short innings, which is
something we have been
focused on as a team.”
Miyah Smith picked up
the “W” on the mound
against the Hawks after
yielding just three hits and
two runs. Smith struck out
three.
Hitting-wise, Franklin
was fueled by Brooke Garbarino (5-for-8, three dou
bles), Danielle Hoskins (4for-7, two doubles), Smith
(4-for-6), Jess Banks (4for-8) and Tara Trujillo, who

T O M B E AU D O IN

Franklin's Jess Banks edges o ff
th ird base du rin g a gam e earlier
th is spring.

laced three hits in seven
plate appearances.
Eagles c lip p e d

Redford Thurston
dropped a 17-8 decision to
visiting Dearborn Fordson
on Monday.
The loss dropped the
Eagles to 4-2 overall and 3-2
in the Western Wayne Ath
letic Conference’s Red Divi
sion.
Rachel Pegouske had a
rare off-day pitching for
Thurston as she yielded six
runs in the first inning. Syd
ney Taylor relieved Pe
gouske with one out in the
first and gave up 11 runs
over the final six-and-twothirds innings.
Offensively, Ivory Mamo
and Gillian Drake powered
the Eagles’ attack with two
hits each. Taylor, Ronay
Peguies, Devan Robinson
and Kianna Shepherd ripped
one hit each.
ewright@hometownlife. com
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H IG H S C H O O L T E N N IS

W a y n e ta k e s th ir d

a t Z e b r a C la s s ic

Zebras dazzle at the
net and on baseline
Ed W rig ht
S t a ff W r ite r

Wayne Memorial’s emerg
ing girls tennis team regis
tered an impressive thirdplace finish at Saturday’s Ze
bra Classic, which it hosted.
Dexter successfully de
fended its title in the second
annual event, piling up 25
points to out-distance runnerup South Lyon East by eight
points.
The Zebras earned 15
points, followed by Dearborn
(14), Westland John Glenn (10),
Dearborn Fordson (eight) and
Dearborn Heights Annapolis
(eight).
Wayne’s No. 1 singles play
er, Ciara Casey, opened with a
6-1, 6-0 victory over John
Glenn’s Gifty Tawiah before
dropping a 6-2, 6-0 deicision to
eventual flight champion Sum
mer McEvers of SLE. Casey
placed third after bouncing
back to win her third match,
6-0, 6-0, against Annapolis.
Savanah Mowry earned

SU BM ITTED

W ayne M em orial's girls tennis team placed second in its o w n in v ita tio n a l on Saturday.

second-place points for Wayne
at No. 2 singles by sweeping
opponents from Annapolis

(6-2, 6-0) and John Glenn (6-0,
6-3) prior to falling in a thrill
ing title match to East, 7-6, 6-4.

At No. 3 singles, Wayne’s
Sara Hiveley placed third
after splitting her two matches

ewright@hometownlife. com
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H IG H S C H O O L B A S E B A L L

Churchill girls win
KLAA South title

Stevenson edges Churchill
in rivalry-game slug-fest

Ed W rig h t
S ta ff W r ite r

Posky, Tanderys go
4-for-4 to spark
Spartans’ offense
Ed W rig ht
Staff Writer

Following Monday’s Churchill-at-Stevenson baseball
game, it was advisable for the
pitchers and the thirdbase
coaches to ice their arms.
In a game that featured 25
runs, 24 hits, an eight-run in
ning by the Chargers, 4-for-4
hitting performances by a pair
of Spartans and plenty of don’tstop-here wind-milling arm
rotations by the thirdbase
coaches, Stevenson prevailed,
14-11 — two days after edging
Churchill, 5-3, in the champi
onship game of the Livonia City
Tournament.
The result of the two-and-ahalf-hour contest left Steven
son with a 12-13 overall record
and 6-8 KLAA Kensington Con
ference mark. Churchill
slipped to 11-13 and 5-9, re
spectively.
“This was kind of antici
pated because both Ron (Targosz) and I used our best pitch
ers on Saturday,” said Steven
son head coach Rick Berryman.
“Every team only has so much
depth on their staff, and it came
down to we had just a little bit
more than they did today.”
Stevenson juniors Chris
Tanderys and Branden Posky
were their team’s primary
catalysts by ripping four hits a
piece. Posky, who missed his
entire 2015 season with a back
injury, was the picture of health
on Monday, drilling three dou
bles, knocking in three runs
and scoring three runs — a nice
way to celebrate his 17th birth
day.
“And his other hit was a
sacrifice bunt that he turned
into a single,” noted Berryman.
“He laid it down the line and it
stopped just inside the chalk.
It’s nice to have Branden back.
He and Frank Carlin are prob
ably our two fastest players.”
Thnderys was equally effec
tive at the dish, adding a triple,
two ribbies and five runs
scored.
Joe Loudon paced the Char
gers’ 11-hit attack with three
safeties. James Rintala and Joe
Hartley both went 2-for-5 with
an RBI and a run scored.
The Spartans were flirting
with a mercy-rule-shortened
victory after exploding to a 6-0
lead after two frames. Howev
er, the Chargers, who were
limited to just two hits over the
first three innings by Steven
son starting pitcher Nick Cot
ter, erupted for eight fourth
inning runs to pull ahead, 8-6.
The rally started with one
out when Jon Hovermale
walked, Noah Cross reached on
an error, Tim Ohtake beat out
an infield single and Drew
Alsobrooks brought Hovermale
home with a single.

against Dexter (a 6-1,6-1 set
back) and Dearborn (a 6-1,6-1
triumph).
Karla Strong lived up to her
name at No. 4 singles, placing
third in the bracket thanks to
an emphatic 6-0,6-0 win over
her Annapolis opponent.
The Zebras’ No. 1 doubles
duo of Tirzah Ault and Sydney
Matiska went 1-2, losing its
opener to John Glenn’s team of
Arianna McElmeel and Bryanne Campbell, 6-3,6-3.
The No. 2 tandem of Brittani Ricks Audrey Sabal perse
vered to win a consolation
championship after dropping
its first match to East, 6-4,3-6,
13-11.
The hosts’ No. 5 doubles
team of McKinley Hood and
Misty Tomlin enjoyed a stellar
day, going 2-1 to place second
thanks to wins over East and
John Glenn. Hood and Tomlin
battled Dexter point-for-point
in the title match before fall
ing, 6-2, 7-5.
John Glenn’s lone medalist
was No. 3 singles player
Megan Bjerk, who conquered
her Annapolis foe, 6-7,6-3,
10-4, to earn some hardware.

ED W R IG H T

The Livonia Churchill girls
track-and-field team finished
off an ultra-productive fourday stretch Tbesday afternoon
by defeating cross-town rival
Franklin, 90-47, to finish 5-0
and clinch the KLAA South
Division championship.
The visiting Patriots closed
their dual-meet season with a
3-2 mark.
On Saturday, the Chargers
won the Observerland In
vitational at Farmington High
School.

C hurchill's D rew A lsobrooks dives back in to firs t base ahead o f th e ta g by
Stevenson's M ark Pettersson.

CHURCHILL 90
FRANKLIN 47
Tuesday a t Churchill
Pole vault: 1. Olivia Ryktarsyk (C), 11 feet, 6
inches; 2. Natalie Yurgil (C), 9-6; 3. Ashley Rebain

(0, 8-6.

High ju m p: 1. Julie Wonch (F), 5-0; 2. Maddie
Pargoff (C), 4-8; 3. Sarah Channey (F), 4-4,
Long jum p: 1. lamani M oultrie (C), 14-8.75; 2.
Mikaela Hille (F), 14-6.75; 3. Emma Rimatzki (C),
13-11.5.
Shot put: 1. Melissa Fular (C), 30-4; 2. Alexis
Browning (F), 28-7.5; 3. Danielle Hague (C), 28-7.
Discus: 1. Alexis Browning (F), 96-0; 2. Danielle
Hague (C), 89-3; 3. Melissa Fular (C). 88-9.
3,20 0 -m e te r relay: Churchill, 10 minutes, 9
seconds.
100 hurdles: 1. Takia Bradley, 17.5; 2. Mikalia
Murphy, 18.4; 3. Alexann Zahara, 19.1.
100 dash: 1. lamani M oultrie (C), 13.3; 2.
M organ Eveslage (F), 13.3; 3. Aiaina Herrera (F),
14.1.
800 relay: 1. Churchill. 1:46.0.
1.600 run: 1. Natalie Douglas (F), 5:21.7; 2.
Christina Murphy (C), 5:21.9; 3. Kathleen George
(C), 5:41.0.
400 relay: 1. Churchill, 55.1.
400 dash: 1. Chanel Gardner (C), 57.5; 2. Julie
Wonch (F), 1:01.2; 3. Alexis Lombardo (C), 1:06.5.
300 hurdles: 1. Mikaela Hille (F), 52.9; 2.
M ikaila Murphy (C); 3. Hailey Pampreen (C).
800 run: 1. Gabby Swider (C), 2:21.5; 2. Natalie
Douglas (F), 2:32.3; 3. Megan Gendjar (C), 2:38.3.
200 dash: 1. Chanel Gardner (C), 25.5; 2. Takia
Bradley (C). 26.3; 3. Julie Wonch (F), 26.7.
3,200 run: 1. Erin Seibert (F), 12.03.0; 2. Caroline
George (C), 13.20; 3. Gabby Swider (C), 13:20.
1.600 relay: 1. Franklin (Julie Wonch, Mikaela
Hille, Christianna Benson, Camryn Zurawski),
4:32.4.

ED W R IG H T

Stevenson catcher Frank Carlin show s th e um pire th a t he hung o n to th e
ball a fte r ta g g in g o u t C hurchill's Noah Cross in a bang-bang play a t th e
plate.

Evan Cummins then laced a
two-run single, scoring Cross
and Ohtake. With two outs in
the inning, James Rintala and
Joe Hartley delivered two-run
singles before Cross and Oh
take drew bases-loaded walks.
Stevenson pulled to within
8-7 in the bottom of the fourth
when a Danny Morris groundout scored Ihnderys, who had
singled and advanced to third
on Posky’s second double.
The Spartans surged ahead
for good with five runs in the
bottom of the fifth. After the
hosts loaded the bases with a
Gordon Ferguson lead-off sin
gle and back-to-back walks to
Dan Bos and Thnderys, Posky
drove home two with a double.
Tanderys and Posky later
scored on wild pitches before
Bobby Cavin capped the rally
with a two-out single, scoring
Carlin, who had walked.
TVailing 12-8, the never-saydie Chargers scored twice in
the sixth — the second run
coming when Hovermale
scored from third as Ferguson
threw out Ohtake at first on a
sharply-hit ball to right field.
Stevenson tacked on two
insurance runs in its half of the
sixth, extending its lead to

14-10, when Tanderys tripled
home Ferguson, who had sin
gled. Thnderys then scored on a
Posky sacrifice fly.
Junior relief pitcher Nate
Leach earned the win after
replacing Cotter with two outs
in the fourth.
R a lly fa lls s h o rt

Livonia Clarenceville made
an effort to catch up with un
beaten Romulus in a Western
Wayne Athletic Conference
baseball game Monday, but it
fell short in a 7-5 loss.
After the Eagles jumped out
to a 7-1 lead, the TYojans scored
four runs in the fifth inning.
Bobby Jaber shut down the
Eagles in four innings of relief
pitching. Offensively, Clar
enceville was unable to do any
thing more in the last two in
nings.
“We have a couple of start
ing players who are really
struggling at the plate and on
the field,” TVojans coach Craig
Cotter said. “We have to be
ready to play every inning, and
we are not.”
The TYojans were 3-3 in the
conference heading into a
Wednesday game with Dear
born Fordson.

P a trio t b oys u p e n d
P ly m o u th

Livonia Franklin’s boys
track-and-field team posted an
impressive 81-56 triumph over
Plymouth on May 3.
The Patriots received solid
contributions from athletes
across the board. Franklin’s
depth was reflected in the fact
that although it won eight
individual event, no Patriot
finished first more than once.
Field-events standouts
Bobby Madley (shot put),
Lukas Pekorius (discus) and
Matt Lepper (pole vault)
helped shift the Patriots into
high gear by earning firstplace points in their respec
tive events. Plymouth’s Robert
Florence was runnerup in
both the throwing competi
tions.
Franklin long-jumpers
Denzel Adams and Izaak Pope
placed second and third, re
spectively, to earn valuable
points.
The Patriots’ breakout
event proved to be the 100meter dash, which they swept
behind strong efforts from
Brandon Smiley (11.43 sec
onds), Jacob Clark (11.68) and
Khahil Pasha (11.74).
Pasha returned moments
later to win the 400 in 53.53
seconds, before Ian Hogg
out-hurdled the competition in
the 300 intermediates with a

top-shelf time of 44.24. Frank
lin’s Cory Linsner (45.14) and
Hunter Klotz (45.17) finished
second and third in the 300.
Dominant in the short
sprints all day, Franklin went
1-2-3 in the 200 as Christian
Bagnall, Clark and Pasha
blazed around the corners.
Tony Floyd iced the cake
for Franklin by winning the
competitive 3,200 run by ap
proximately two seconds over
Plymouth’s Ethan Byrnes.
FRANKLIN 81
PLYMOUTH 56
M a y 3 a t P lym outh
Shot put: 1. Bobby Madley (F), 41 feet, 8 inches;
2. Robert Florence (P), 39-5.5; 3. Lukas Pekorius
(F), 39-2.5.
Discus: 1. Lukas Pekorius (F), 107-0; 2. Robert
Florence (P), 105-9; 3. Hunter LeForge (P), 102-8.
Pole vault: 1. M att Lepper (F), 11-0; 2. Drew
Niemiec (F), 10-6.
Long jum p: 1. Gabriel Paquette (P), 19-1; 2.
Joseph Ahearn (P), 17-8; 3. Austin Cramer (F), 17-1.
High ju m p : 1. Cameron Kight (P), 6-0; 2. Denzel
Adams (F), 5-10; 3. Isaak Pope (F), 5-3.
3,200 -m e te r relay: 1. Plymouth, 8 minutes,
41.79 seconds; 2. Franklin, 8:52.90.
110 hurdles: 1. M artino Deltoro (P), 17.05; 2. Ian
Hogg (F), 17.25; 3. Andrew Shattuck (P). 18.20.
100 dash: 1. Brandon Smiley (F), 11.43; 2. Jacob
Clark (F), 11.68; 3. Khalil Pasha (F), 11.74.
800 relay: 1. Franklin (Christian Bagnall, Marcus
Martin, Jacob Clark, Brandon Smiley), 1:35.12; 2.
Plymouth, 1:42.62.
1.600 run: 1. Ethan Byrnes (P), 4:35.22; 2. Grant
Rudd (F), 4:43.39; 3. Jacob Steward (P), 4:52.05.
400 relay: 1. Franklin (Christian Bagnall, Marcus
Martin. Jacob Clark, Brandon Smiley), 44.41; 2.
Plymouth, 45.84,
400 dash: 1. Khalil Pasha (F), 53.53; 2. Joseph
Ahearn (P), 54.13; 3. Cade Ahlijian (P), 56.21.
300 hurdles: 1. Ian Hogg (F), 44.24; 2. Cory
Linsner (F), 45.14; 3. Hunter Klotz (F), 45.17.
800 run: 1. M att W einer (P), 2:07.20; 2. Jacob
Steward (P), 2;07.55; 3. Greg Thaxton (F), 2:11.35.
200 dash: 1. Christian Bagnall (F), 23.99; 2.
Jacob Clark (F), Khalil Pasha (F), 24.57.
3,200 run: 1. Tony Floyd (F), 9:47.55; 2. Ethan
Byrnes (P), 9:49.72; 3. Jarrett Warner (P), 10:37.13.
1.600 relay: 1. Franklin (Christian Bagnall,
Hunter Klotz, Khalil Pasha, Brandon Smiley),
3:40.52; 2. Plymouth, 3:45.34.

W a y n e ru n n e rs
scorching tra c k

Wayne Memorial’s brotherand-sister running duo of
Montel Hood and Antavia
Battle are sprinting straight
into the history books.
According to one record
keeping expert Wayne trackand-field coach Jamal Johnson
has conferred with, the duo
are the fastest brother-sister
combination in state history.
At Saturday’s Golden Trian
gle Meet, Battle won the 100and 200-meter dashes with
times that propelled her to the
top of the list of Michigan’s
high school female sprinters.
Posting a time of 48.16
seconds, Hood captured the
400-meter dash title by over a
half-second. Along with being
a school record, Hood’s 400
time is the fastest in the state
this spring — and was a Gold
en Triangle record.
The siblings aren’t the only
ones making noise for the
Zebras. Wayne’s boys 800meter sprint medley team set
a national-qualifying mark of
1:32.80 at last month’s Patriot
Relays. That time is also the
eighth-fastest time in the
event in state history, accord
ing to Johnson.
The Zebras’ 800 sprint
medley contingent also qual
ified for the New Balance
Nationals as well, Johnson
said.
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RELIGION CALENDAR
Thirty-two couples recently
celebrated their wedding anni
versaries at St. Aidan Catholic
Church in Livonia.
The Fourth Degree Honor Guard
from Knights o f Columbus
participated in a procession at
the beginning o f the "Jubilarian
Mass." During the Mass the Rev.
Kevin Thomas blessed the cou
ples and led them in a renewal
of their wedding vows.
The group included Bill and Pat
Mikkelsen, Glenn and Dianne
Frisch, Ed and Carol Moros,
Frank and Gail Orr, Vince and Pat
Bastine, David and Jane Begley,
Charles and Carrie Calomeni,
Paul and Mary Gieske, Hank and
Kathy Phillips, Mike and Annette
Schwab, Chris and Nancy Bosen,
Mark and Kathleen Kazmierska,
Conrad and Zoysia Kudelko, Ray
and Maureen Wakenell, Norm
and Judy Hamady, Rick and
Andrea Krolicki, Joe and Nancy
Naujokas, David and Deborah
Rutkey, W ill and Carol Sullivan,
Greg and Marcy Vance, Arturo
and Patricia Villarruel, Donald
and Gail Esler, Frank and Janice
Grisa, Frank and Rose Grisa,
Scott and Robin Mercer, Bob and
Elizabeth Schulz, Frank and
Paula Suchanek, David and Lisa
Weber, Craig Beyrand and Dr.
Marie Delewsky, Steven and
Beatrice Schmidt, Mike and
Kathy Stacey, Terry and Gerri
Scharnhorst.
Here's a listing o f other local
faith-related activities:

MAY
BREAKFAST
Time/Date: 8:30-11:30 a.m.
Sunday, May 15
Location: St. Theodore Social
Hall, 8200 N. Wayne Road,
Westland
Details: French toast, pancakes,
sausage, ham, applesauce,
scrambled eggs, coffee, milk,
juice; $3 adults, $1.50 children,

2-10
Contact: 734-425-4421

CHARITY CRAFT &
VENDOR SHOW
Time/Date: 10 a.m.-3 p.m.
Saturday, May 14
Location: St. Mel's Catholic
Church, 7506 Inkster Road, north
o f Warren Road in Dearborn
Heights.
Details: Admission is $1 w ith all
proceeds to help veterans and
their families. Bake sale, food
available.
Contact: AmericanLegionAux396craftshow@yahoo.com.

CONCERT
Time/Date: 9:30 a.m. May 15
Location: Lola Park Lutheran
Church, 14750 Kinloch, Redford
Details: The Concert Choir of
Michigan Lutheran Seminary of
Saginaw performs. A free w ill
offering w ill be accepted
Contact: 313-532-8655 or 734968-3523

DANCE
Time/Date: 5 p.m. social hour, 6
p.m. buffet. May 15
Location: St. Michael the Arch
angel Orthodox Church, 26375
W. Chicago Road, Redford
Details: Music by the Off Beats
and entertainment fo r children.
Tickets, including dinner and
refreshments, are $40 per per
son; free fo r children, 12 and
under. Sponsored by the Council
o f Orthodox Christian Churches
o f Metropolitan Detroit to
benefit retired Orthodox priests
and priests' widows.
Contact: Mihaela Charlier at
313-595-7640 or coccdetroit@yahoo.com

POMEGRANATE GUILD
Time/Date: 1 p.m. May 15
Location: Prentis Apartments
community room, 15100 10 Mile,
Oak Park
Details: Stitch and Kvell session.
Bring a project to work on and a
few to show. Pomegranate
Guild o f Southeastern Michigan
studies and creates Judaic nee
dlework
Contact: Judy Galperin at
248-661-5337 or
jmgbloom@gmail.com

R U M M A G E SALE
Time/Date: 9 a.m.-8 p.m. Thurs
day, May 19, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.
Friday, May 20
Location: First Farmington
United Methodist Church, 33112
Grand River Ave., at Warner
Street, Farmington
Details: Bag sale w ill be Friday.
Items that don't f it in the bag
w ill be half o ff th a t day
Contact: 248-474-6573

RU M M A G E, BAKE SALE

PET-FRIENDLY SERVICE
Time/Date. 1 p.m. Sunday
Location: Dunk N Dogs, 27911
Five Mile, Livonia
Details: All Creatures ULC
sponsors the service, which is
conducted in an informal set
ting. Pet blessings are available
after the service.
Contact: 313-563-0162

PRAYER
St. Edith Church
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Thurs
day
Location: Parish office, 15089
Newburgh, Livonia
Details: Group meets fo r sing
ing, praying and short teaching.
Fellowship with snacks follows
Contact: Parish office at 734464-1223
Contact: 734-464-1223
St. Michael Lutheran Church
Time/Date: 6-7 a.m. MondayFriday
Location: 7000 N. Sheldon,
Canton

Bill and Pat Mikkelsen celebrate their marriage at a iubilarian
Mass at St. Aidan. The couple has been married 65 years.

Time/Date: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. FridaySaturday, May 13-14
Location: Holy Cross Lutheran
Church, 30650 Six Mile, between
Middlebelt and Merriman,
Livonia
Details: Furniture, crafts, elec
tronics, books, clothing, toys,
kitchen items, small appliances,
holiday decorations, jewelry,
collectibles, gadgets, antiques,
office items and more. $3 bag
sale begins at 12:30 p.m. Sat
urday. Cash only
Contact: 734-427-1414

R U M M A G E SALE
Time/Date: 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Thursday-Friday, May 12-13, 8 a.m.noon, Saturday, May 14
Location: St. Matthew Lutheran
Church and School, 5885 Venoy,
between Ford and Warren Road,
Westland
Details: Free admission; $5 bag
sale Saturday
Contact: 734-425-0260

R U M M A G E SALE
Time/Date: 9 a.m.-2 p.m. Friday,
May 20, 9 a.m.-noon, Saturday,
May 21
Location: Atonement Lutheran
Church, 6961 Mead, Dearborn
Details: Clothes, shoes, toys,
household items and more; cash
sales only
Contact: 313-581-2525

JUNE
GOOD NEWS DAY
CAMP
Time/Date: 9 a.m.-3 p.m. June
20-24
Location: Emmanuel Lutheran
Church, 34567 Seven Mile,
Livonia
Details: Activities include wor
ship, praise singing, games, arts
and crafts, Bible study, nature
study and more. Includes snacks.
Early-bird registration is $65 for
the first child in the family, $60
fo r the second child, and $55 for
each additional child. A fte r May
29, registration is $65 per child.
.Deadline to register is June 13
Contact: Judy Cook at 248-4428822

H A W A IIA N LUAU
Time/Date: 5:30 p.m.-dusk,
Saturday, June 11
Location: St. Mel's Church, 7506
Inkster Road, Dearborn Heights
Details: Pig roast and catered
dinner, Hawaiian dancers w ith
fire wands, and cash bar. Held
rain or shine. Tickets are $15 for
adults, $10 fo r kids, 6-10 and free
fo r ages 5 and under. One free
drink is included w ith admission.
Tickets are available at the
parish office, 9 a.m.-3 p.m.
Monday-Thursday or call 313274-0684
Contact: Grace Topolewski at
734-525-3607

ONGOING
CLASSES/STUDY
Our Lady of Loretto
Time/Date: 6:30-7:30 p.m.
Monday
Location: Six Mile and Beech
Daly, Redford Township
Details: Scripture study
Contact: 313-534-9000
St. Michael the Archangel
Parish
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. second
and fourth Thursday, through
May

Location: 11441 Hubbard, just
south of Plymouth Road, Livonia
Details: Gary Michuta, author
and Catholic apologist, leads a
study o f Isaiah. Bring your own
Bible
Contact: 734-261-1455, ext 200
or on line at www.livoniastmichael.org.
Faith Community Wesleyan
Time/Date: 4-5 p.m. every
Saturday
Location: 14560 Merriman,
Livonia
Details: This informal class
includes fellowship, discussion
and question and answers. All
ages welcome. Bibles available if
you don't have one
Contact: pastor Tom Hazel
wood at 734-765-5476

EXERCISE

Details: Praying silently or
aloud together; prayer requests
welcomed.
Contact: 734-459-3333 for
additional information
Recycling

RISEN CHRIST
LUTHERAN CHURCH
Time/Date: 1-4 p.m. third Sat
urday of the month
Location: 46250 Ann Arbor
Road, between Sheldon and
Beck roads, Plymouth
Details: Recycle your cell
phones, laser cartridges, inkjet
cartridges, laptops, iPods, iPads,
tablets, eReaders on the third
Saturday o f each month. Use the
doors on east side o f church.
Contact: Lynn Hapman at
734-466-9023

SINGLES

Contact: The facilitator at
313-283-8200; lef@dwo.org
Steve's Family Restaurant
Time/Date: 9 a.m. second and
fourth Thursday
Location: 15800 Middlebelt, 1/4
mile north of Five Mile, Livonia
Details: Widowed men o f all
ages may attend the Widowed
Friends Men's breakfast. This is
an informal "peer" group where
men have an opportunity to
meet w ith others.
Contact: 313-534-0399

FAMILY MEAL

SONG CIRCLE

Time/Date: 5-6 p.m. every
Thursday
Location: Salvation Army,
27500 Shiawassee, Farmington
Hills
Details: Free meal
Contact: 248-477-1153, Ext. 12

Congregation Beth Ahm
Time/Date: Noon to 12:30 p.m.
every Shabbat
Location: 5075 W. Maple, West
Bloomfield
Details: Sing zemirot (Shabbat
songs) and celebrate Kiddush
following morning services.
Lyrics are provided in trans
literation as well as the original
Hebrew.
Contact: 248-737-1931 or email
nancyellen879@att.net.

Time/Date: Arabic service, 3-4
p.m. first Tuesday of the month;
English service, 3-4 p.m. third
Tuesday o f the month
Location: The Antiochian
Orthodox Basilica o f Saint Mary,
18100 Merriman, Livonia
Details: The service includes
prayers of petition and in
tercession, hymns. Scripture
readings and the anointing of
the sick. O ffertory candles are
available fo r a free w ill offering
in the vestibule of the church.
Contact: Rev. George Shalhoub
at 734-422-0010 or email Stacey
Badeen at sbadeen@tbosm.com

MOMS
Christ Our Savior Lutheran
Church
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m.
second Tuesday, September-May
Location: 14175 Farmington
Road, Livonia
Details: Mothers o f Preschool
ers (MOPS) is aimed at mothers
of infants through kindergartners
Contact: Ethanie Defoe at
248-227-6617 and Jody Fleszar at
734-658-2463
Dunning Park Bible Chapel
Time/Date: 9:30-11:30 a.m. first
and third Tuesdays
Location: 24800 W. Chicago
Road, Redford
Details: MOPS is a place where
moms can build friendships,
receive mothering support,
practical help and spiritual hope.
Contact: Amy at 313-937-3084
or Kristen at 734-542-0767

» Merrim an Road Baptist
Church
Time/Date: 1-3 p.m. second and
fourth Thursday
Location: 2055 Merriman,
Garden City
Details: Metro Fibromyalgia
support group meets; donations
Contact: www.m etrofibrogroup.com; or call Ruthann with
questions at 734-981-2519
» Fireside Church of God
Time/Date: 8 a.m. to 5:30 p.m.
Monday-Friday
Location: 11771 Newburgh,
Livonia
Details: Fireside Adult Day
Ministry activity-based program
fo r dependent adults, specializ
ing in dementia care. Not a
drop-in center
Contact: 734-855-4056 or
734-464-0990; www.firesidechog.org; or email to adm@firesidechog.org
» St. Andrew's Episcopal
Church
Time/Date: 10-11 a.m. Saturday
Location: 16360 Hubbard,
Livonia
Details: A twice-monthly dropin Food Cupboard (nonperish
able items) is available

SUPPORT
Apostolic Christian Church
Time/Date: 5 a.m. to 11 p.m.
daily
Location: 29667 W entworth,
Livonia
Details: Adult day care program
at the church's Woodhaven
Retirement Community. Funding
available from TSA, AAA 1-C
Older Americans Act.
Contact: 734-261-9000;
www.woodhaven-retirement.com
Connection Church
Time/Date: 7 p.m. Friday
Location: 3855 Sheldon, Canton
Details: Celebrate Recovery is a
Christ-centered recovery fo r all
hurts, habits and hang-ups. Child
care is available fo r free
Contact: Jonathan@Connectionchurch.info or 248-787-5009
Detroit World Outreach
Time/Date: 7-8:30 p.m. Tuesday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Redford; Room 202
Details: Addiction No More
offers support for addictive
behavior problems
Contact: 313-255-2222, Ext. 244
» Farmington Hills Baptist
Church
Time/Date: 7-9 p.m. second
Tuesday o f the month except
January, July and August

Time/Date: 7 p.m. Thursday
Location: 28660 Five Mile,
between Middlebelt and Inkster,
Livonia
Details: Overeaters Anonymous
Contact: 248-559-7722;
www.oa.org for additional
information
» Ward Evangelical Presby
terian Church
Time/Date: 6 p.m. dinner (op
tional); 7 p.m. worship; 8 p.m.
small group discussion; 9 p.m.
Solid Rock Cafe (optional coffee/
desserts), Thursday
Location: 40000 Six Mile, Northville Township
Details: Celebrate Recovery
helps men and women find
freedom from hurts, habits and
hangups (addictive and com
pulsive behaviors); child care is
free.
Contact: Child care, 248-3747400; www.celebraterecovery.com and www.wardchurch.org/
celebrate
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M O SS
THOMAS “ TOM ” Age 79,
May 8, 2016.
Beloved husband
of Faye. Loving
father of Tom and
Deborah. Loving
grandfather of Jessica, Tyler,
Sarah, and Katie . Proud great
grandfather of Demetri “ Dima” .
A Memorial Service will be
held later.

SANDRA ANN died Thursday,
May 5, 2016. Sandy died
peacefully at home in
Harbor Springs, Michigan,
while holding hands with
her husband Lou and two
sons, Douglas and Gregg.
Sandy was born in Detroit,
Michigan on August 2, 1943 to
Edward and Jennie Colosimo.
She grew up in Royal Oak,
Michigan, where she attended
and graduated from the
National Shrine of the Little
Flower Parish Schools. Sandy
graduated from Marygrove
College in 1965 to become
an educator of young people.
Most of her education career
was with Detroit Country Day
School teaching first grade.
Sandy met Lou Kasischke in
1966 and they were married
in 1967. They loved each
other for 50 years and were
married for nearly 49. They
resided in Birmingham and
Bloomfield Hills, Michigan,
until building their current
home just north of Harbor
Springs. Before becoming ill,
Sandy liked to walk the beach,
play a little golf, work out at
the gym, play cards with good
friends, and take care of her
flower gardens. But more
than anything, Sandy loved
spending time with Lou and
their sons. Sandy is survived
by her husband Lou, her two
sons Douglas of Petoskey
and Gregg of Royal Oak, and
her brother Don Colosimo of
Saratoga Springs, New York. A
private interment service was
held at Lakeview Cemetery in
Harbor Springs. A memorial
church service will take place
at 11 a.m. on Saturday, May
21, at Lutheran Church of the
Redeemer, 1800 West Maple
Road, Birmingham, Michigan.
The family will greet friends
at the church beginning at 10
a.m. A luncheon reception
will immediately follow at The
Village Club, 190 East Long
Lake Road, Bloomfield Hills.
A special time to remember
Sandy will also be held at The
Birchwood Farms Country
Club in Harbor Springs on
May 26 from 11 to 2 p.m.
Arrangements were made
through Schiller Funeral Home
of Harbor Springs. Friends
and family are welcomed and
encouraged to share thoughts
and memories and offer
condolences online at
stonefuneralhom einc.com .
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K A S IS C H K E

For inform ation

or email
jkbrando@ m ichigan.com

Details: Take O ff Pounds Sen
sibly
Contact: Margaret at 734-8380322
» Unity of Livonia

How to reach us:
1-800-579-7355 • fax 313-496-4968 • www.mideathnotices.com

Y o u r I n v it a t io n to W o rs h ip

d ire cto ry please
Call
Janice Brandon
at 248 -926-2204

Contact: 734-421-8451
» St. Thomas a' Becket
Church
Time/Date: Weigh-in is 6:156:55 p.m.; support group 7 p.m.
Thursday
Location: 555 S. Lilley, Canton

0*W 0 3 k
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Obituaries. Memories ft Remcmberances

D e a d lin e s :

Detroit W orld Outreach
Time/Date: 4-6 p.m. Sunday
Location: 23800 W. Chicago,
Redford, Room 304
Details: Divorce Overcomers
group is designed for individuals
going through divorce, those
who are divorced or separated.

Time/Date: 6:45-7:45 p.m.
Tuesday and Thursday
Location: Clarenceville United
Methodist Church, 20300 Mid
dlebelt, south o f Eight Mile,
Livonia
Details: Instructor Wendy
Motta, a seven-year Zumba
practitioner, teaches Zumba
through drop-in classes. Each
costs $3. Participants should
bring water, a towel and wear
athletic shoes. For more in
formation, email M otta through
zumba.com
Contact: 313-408-3364

HEALING SERVICE

Location: 28301 Middlebelt,
between 12 Mile and 13 Mile in
Farmington Hills
Details: Western Oakland
Parkinson Support Group
Contact: 248-433-1011

E V A N G E L IC A L
P R E S B Y T E R IA N
WTA T? P i 4°°00 Six Mile Road

VVTVtVLJ Northville. Ml 48168
III C
HURCH 2483747400
Sunday W orship Services
8 a .m . | 9 :3 0 a .m . | 11a.m .
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Judges often
allow support
animals in court
during testimony
Q: I have a young son who
is being forced to testify in a
case. Can I bring a support
animal?

A: More than likely you can.
In a recent Michigan Court of
Appeals case, which was a
criminal case, the court recog
nized that the trial court has
within its inherent authority
the right to control its court
room and the proceedings
before it to allow a witness to
testify accompanied by a sup
port animal.

GETTY IM AGES/ISTOC KPHO TO

Service personnel in the U.S. benefit from their military status in buying homes.

Industry survey: Military personnel
purchase homes at younger age
Differences in household
demographics and affordable
financing options spur home
buying demand for young
active-service military mem
bers, causing them to signifi
cantly outpace the share of
nonmilitary home buyers
under the age of 35, according
to the first-ever 2016 Veterans
& Active Military Home Buy
ers and Sellers Profile, which
evaluates the differences of
recent active-service and
veteran home buyers and
sellers compared to those
who’ve never served. The
survey also found that while
nearly all veteran and non
military buyers and sellers
use an agent, usage is practi
cally universal among activeservice military members.
NAR’s survey gathered
greater insight into how each
population of buyers and sell
ers differs and is similar to
those who have never served
in the military. Of all home
buyers, 18 percent identified
as veterans and 3 percent as
active-military. Of all home
sellers, 21 percent identified
as veterans and 1 percent as
active-military.
The results revealed quite
a few contrasts between ac
tive-service military buyers
and buyers who’ve never
served. At a median age of 34
years old, the typical activeservice buyer was a lot young
er than nonmilitary buyers (40
years old) and was more likely
to be married and have mul
tiple children living in their
household. As a result, they
typically bought a larger
home that cost more than
those purchased by both non
military buyers and veterans.
Lawrence Yun, NAR chief
economist, says young activeservice buyers (ages 18-35)
bought homes at a far greater
rate (51 percent) than non
military buyers (34 percent).
“Despite having a lower medi
an income ($76,800), more
stable job security and no
down payment financing op
tions give aspiring homeown
ers in the military a deserving
advantage over their civilian
peers,” he said. “Furthermore,
their tendencies to marry and
raise a family at an earlier age
and carry less student debt

make buying a home a more
desirable and achievable op
tion.”
Veterans Affairs loans —
which offer over 100 percent
financing for veteran and
active-service home buyers —
were the most popular loan
type for active-service and
veteran buyers, leading to the
majority of active-service
buyers financing their entire
home purchase and veterans
putting down a median down
payment of 5 percent. For
nonmilitary buyers, the medi
an down payment was 11 per
cent.
Added Yun, “Current data
shows that VA loans perform
remarkably well and are a
safe and affordable choice.
Their current seriously delin
quent and homes in foreclo
sure rate is 2.78 percent ver
sus 3.44 percent for non-VA
loans.”
A place to call home is
often times one of the few
constants for the families of
the brave men and women
defending our country, said
NAR President Tom Salomone, broker-owner of Real
Estate II Inc. in Coral Springs,
Fla. “That’s why it’s so impor
tant to ensure that homeownership opportunities and af
fordable financing options
exist for qualified military
personnel, veterans and their
families.”
With the ability to obtain a
VA loan, only 5 percent of
veterans and 3 percent of
active-service buyers said
saving for a down payment
was the most difficult step. Of
those, only 4 percent of veter
ans and 13 percent of activeservice buyers said student
loan debt delayed saving.
Sixty-two percent of veterans
cited having other types of
debt and 43 percent of activeservice military referenced
credit card debt.
While a larger share of
active-service military buyers
had student loan debt com
pared to nonmilitary buyers
and veterans, their debt bal
ances were typically lower.
Among active-service mem
bers, 37 percent had student
loan debt under $10,000 com
pared to 21 percent for those
who've never served.

Active-service buyers pre
fer large single-family homes
The median income of vet
eran and active-service mem
ber home buyers in the survey
was slightly lower than buy
ers who’ve never served in the
military, which was $86,500.
Active-service buyers typical
ly bought a 2,170-square-foot
home that cost more
($226,000) than those pur
chased by nonmilitary buyers
and veterans. Veteran buyers
had a median income of
$84,000, and they typically
bought a 1,980-square-foot
home costing $220,000.
Mirroring the general pop
ulation of buyers, over 80
percent of both veterans and
active-service buyers pur
chased a single-family home,
with those currently serving
purchasing single-family
homes at the highest rate (87
percent).
The primary reason for the
home purchase for activeservice military was job relo
cation, followed closely by the
desire to own a home of their
own. Compared to nonmilitary
buyers, veterans were more
likely to want to be closer to
friends and family or moving
for retirement.
Increased mobility means
active-service and veteran
buyers and sellers rely on real
estate agents
Veterans and active-ser
vice buyers purchased a home
a lot further away from thenprevious residence (at 75
miles and 28 miles, respec
tively) than buyers who never
served in the military (10
miles). Among the biggest
factors influencing neigh
borhood choice, veterans were
most influenced by the quality
of the neighborhood, while
convenience to their job was
desired the most by activeservice members.
While nearly all buyers
predominantly used the In
ternet and a real estate agent
during their home search,
active-duty buyers used a real
estate agent at an even higher
rate (95 percent versus 88
percent for non-military buy
ers). As a group, they were
also most likely to use mobile
or tablet search engines and
relocation companies during

their search.
“Many Realtors are veter
ans themselves, who under
stand the unique housing
needs of those serving our
country,” Salomone said.
“Whether it’s relocating to a
completely new area across
the country or needing to sell
their home in a short time
frame, Realtors are commit
ted to helping active-service
members and veterans suc
ceed in their homeownership
goals.”
Some of the characteristics
of active-service sellers dif
fered from nonmilitary sell
ers. They were younger, far
more likely to have multiple
children living in their house
hold and sold a home in a sub
urban area at a far higher
rate. Additionally, the use of
an agent was highest for ac
tive-service military sellers
(94 percent), who - likely deal
ing with relocating to a new
area in a short time frame cited both wanting help mar
keting the home to potential
buyers and help negotiating
and dealing with buyers at a
far higher rate than nonmil
itary sellers and veterans.
Eighty-nine percent of veter
ans used an agent, on par with
nonmilitary sellers (90 per
cent).
The most commonly cited
reason for owners selling
their home varied. For non
military sellers, the most
commonly cited reason for
selling their home was that it
was too small (18 percent),
while the most common rea
son cited by veterans was to
be closer to friends and family
(23 percent). Not surprisingly,
job relocation for active-ser
vice military sellers was the
most common reason for sell
ing (43 percent).
NAR is committed to edu
cating more Realtors about
working with current and
former military service mem
bers through its “Military
Relocation Professional” cer
tification program. This edu
cational initiative available to
Realtors offers insights into
finding housing solutions that
best suit the needs of current
and former military members
while taking full advantage of
their military benefits.

Q: I am a
landlord be
ing pursued
by a tenant
because
someone
attacked him
Robert
in my build
Meisner
ing. Appar
ently, this
person who
attacked this tenant had also
attacked someone in our
building in the past. Do you
think I have any liability? I
have reported it to my insur
ance company.

A: Probably not. On a case
somewhat similar in facts, the
Michigan Court of Appeals had
recently ruled that in a case by
the Michigan Supreme Court,
it was stated that the common
law imposes a duty of care
when a special relationship
exists such as between a land
lord and its tenants and their
invitees.
The court also said that
landlords and merchants share
a similar level of control over
common areas that are open to
their tenants and other invitees
and thus assume the same duty
of reasonable care with regard
to those common areas. How
ever, the landlord’s duty re
garding criminal acts of third
parties is limited to and co
extensive with the duty to
respond by reasonably expe
diting police involvement
when it is given notice of a
specific situation occurring on
the premises that would cause
a reasonable person to recog
nize a risk of imminent harm
to an identifiable invitee.
The court said that like a
merchant, a landlord can pres
ume the tenants and their in
vitees will obey the criminal
law and because of the unpre
dictability and the rationality
of criminal activity, this as
sumption should continue until
a specific situation occurs on
the premises that would cause
a reasonable person to recog
nize the risk of imminent harm
to an identifiable tenant or
invitee and only when given
notice of such situation, is a
duty imposed on the landlord.
Depending upon your facts,
there may not be liability, but,
obviously, your insurance car
rier will have to make a deter
mination of the facts and cir
cumstances of your case.
Robert M. Meisner is a lawyer and the
author o f "Condo Living 2: An
Authoritative Guide to Buying, Selling
and Operating a Condominium. " He is
also the author o f "Condominium
Operation: Getting Started & Staying
on the Right Track," second edition.
Visit bmeisner@meisner-law.com. This
column shouldn't be construed as
legal advice.
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Realtors Association lauds flood insurance effort
Property owners who opt to
purchase flood insurance in
the private market rather
than through the National
Flood Insurance Program may
do so under current rules, but
they risk paying higher rates
if they return to the NFIP.
H.R. 2901, the “Flood Insur
ance Market Parity and Mod
ernization Act,” passed the
U.S. House of Representatives
on April 28 by a vote of 419-0
and seeks to alleviate that
concern.
The National Association of
Realtors stands firmly behind
the effort.
“Realtors know that a ro
bust National Flood Insurance
Program is important for
protecting consumers and
ensuring property sales can
move forward in 20,000 com
munities nationwide,” said
NAR President Tom Salo-

mone, broker-owner of Real
Estate II Inc. in Coral Springs,
Fla. “For many, the NFIP of
fers the only source of cov
erage that meets federally
related mortgage require
ments and protects properties
in the 100-year floodplain.
“At the same time, consum
ers who wish to purchase
insurance in the private mar
ket should have the freedom
to do so,” he said. “This legis
lation will help foster a vi
brant private flood insurance
market while giving consum
ers the flexibility to return to
the NFIP at a reasonable cost
if they choose to.”
Under current regulations,
the NFIP requires homeown
ers to retain a minimum
amount of flood insurance
coverage to maintain the low
est rates available within the
NFIP. Those same regulations

treat consumers who move to
private insurance as having
had a “break” in coverage,
even if the private insurance
product offers comparable
coverage for the property.
Oftentimes, consumers will
return to the NFIP when a
private insurance product
goes up in price or is no longer
available. In that instance, a
homeowner can only do so in
the face of a rate hike.
H.R. 2901 would change
this by clarifying that private
flood insurance that meets
state law provides continuous
coverage. If the bill becomes
law, property owners could
move seamlessly between the
NFIP and private insurance
markets without the risk of
arbitrary rate increases.
Earlier this year, NAR
wrote (link is external) to
members of the House Fi-

nancial Services Committee to
ask for their support of the
bill; H.R. 2901 later passed the
committee by a unanimous
vote, clearing the way for the
April 28 vote on the House
floor.
Additionally, the week be
fore April 28, NAR joined
members of the SmarterSafer
coalition to urge House Speak
er Paul Ryan (R-Wis.) to bring
the bill up for a vote.
Salomone praised the bill’s
passage, calling it a step for
ward for reform of the broad
er flood insurance system.
“NAR is grateful to Con
gressmen Dennis Ross (RFla.) and Patrick Murphy
(D-Fla.) for their leadership
on this important issue,” Salo
mone said. “This legislation is
a step in the right direction as
we work to reauthorize and
modernize the NFIP.”

The Real Estate Investors
Association of Wayne will have
an open forum. Investors will
answer questions and offer a
market update. Meetings are
at 6-9 p.m. the third Thesday of
each month at the Red Lobster
on Eureka in Southgate.
Members are free, guests
$20, which will be applied to
their membership. The Red
Lobster is next to 7-Eleven,
near Trenton Road.
For more information, call
Bill Beddoes at 734-934-9091 or
Wayde Koehler at 313-819-0919.
S h o rt sales

If you owe more than what
your house is worth, you may
be interested in a free informa
tional seminar on short sale
procedures.
Bonnie David, broker/owner
of Quantum Real Estate, is the
presenter. It will be 6-7 p.m.
each Thursday at 129 N. La
fayette, downtown South Lyon.
Call 248-782-7130 or email
june.quantum@gmail.com.
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Email: oeads@hometownlife.com

***'

Deadlines: Friday at 4pm for Sunday
Tuesday at 3pm for Thursday

I

CAREER

HomeFinder
.com

BUILDER'

classifieds.hometownlife.com

All advertising published in Hometownlife/O&E Media newspapers is subject to the conditions stated in the applicable rate card(s). Copies are available from the classified advertising department: 6200 Met
ropolitan Pkwy. Sterling Heights. Ml 48312, or call 800-579-7355. • The Newspaper reserves the right not to a c c e p t an advertiser's order. The Newspaper reserves the right to edit, refuse, reject, classify or cancel
and ad a t any time. All ads are subject to approval before publication. • Our sales representatives have no authority to bind this newspaper and only publication of an advertisement shall constitute final
a ccep tance of the advertiser's order. • Advertisers are responsible for reading their ad(s) the first time it appears & reporting any errors Immediately. When more than one insertion of the same advertisement
is ordered, only the first incorrect insertion will be credited. The Newspaper shall not be liable for any loss or expense that results from an error or omission of an advertisment. No refunds for early cancellation of
an order. Publishers Notice: All real estate advertising in this newspaper is subject to the Federal Fair Housing A c t of 1968 which states that it is illegal to advertise "any preference, limitation, or discrimination."
This newspaper will not knowingly ac c e p t any advertising for real estate which is In violation of the law. Our readers are hereby informed that all dwellings advertised in this newspaper are available on an equal
housing opportunity basis. (FR Doc, 724983 3-31-72). Equal Housing O pportunity Statement: We are pledged to the letter & spirit o f U.S. policy for the achievem ent of equal housing opportunity, throughout the
nation. We encourage 8c support an affirmative advertising 8c marketing program in which there are no barriers to obtain housing because of race, color, religion or national origin.

^ P ro f e s s io n a l^ ^ ^

BBSS if
allI your needs...

m

A -l ROTOTILLING New & previous
gardens, $35 & up. Troy B uilt equip.
35 yrs. exp. Call RAY 248-477-2168

H

A & R Concrete & Masonary. NO JOB
TOO S M A L L !!! Licensed & Insured.
Serving M etro D etroit Over 25 Years.
Senior D iscounts!!! 734-422-0290

G re a t Buys

BBSS#
neighborly deals...

Grosse Pointe Shores- We invite you
to join to join us fo r a fun and excit
ing estate sale experience, beautiful
home, upscale, old, new items.
Spectacular Oil on canvas: Western
Arizona Landscape, signed Richard
Lams w ith light 8'6"x4"6". Something
for everything. Linens, Clothes, F u r
niture, China copper, brass, silver,
baby crib , dresser, a rtw ork, yard &
garden, toys, glass, fire pit, g rill,
counter stool, exercise equipment,
lamps, antiques, m isc & many “ must
haves". Cosh only, no Credit cards.
Responsible fo r removing purchases.
F ri - Sat. M ay 13-14th 9a-4p
566 Shelden Road.

EN H A N C E YO U R AD
W IT H A P H O T O
You can add photos to your classified
ads to show what you are selling, in
addition to ad copy. Ads w ill appear
whenever you want them to run, un
der the classification you choose. The
cost fo r the photo w ill be $10, plus the
cost of the ad copy based on the num
ber of lines used. Em ail or mail your
3x5 or 4x6 photos. Call for addresses.
Photos w ill not be returned. Prepay
ment required/no refunds. To place
your ad & get more info call :
M IC H IG A N .C O M
O b s e rv e r & E c c e n tric
800-579-7355
Mon. thru F ri., 8:30-5pm
Some restrictions may apply

Pet Services
LOW COST VET VACCINE
WELLNESS CLINIC
TSC - W HITE LAKE
10150 Highland Rd. Sun. June 12th,
4PM-6-.30PM DHPP Lepto CV BDT
$38, 3 year Rabies $14, Heartworm
Test $15 w/ purchase of 6 months
heartworm prevention. MUST
BRING AD. Skin, E ar & Eye
exams avail. 313-686-5701

Livonia Sat. 5/14 9a-4p & Sun. 5/15
9a-2p. Many tools, furniture, kitchen,
lawn & MORE! 31118 Orangelawn

A ssorted

mmmm»
all kinds of things...

Birm ingham Farm s Sub wide garage
sale. F ri- Sat M ay 13-14th 9-4pm SW
corner of Maple & Telegraph._______
CANTON MULTI-SUBS Oakvale,
Stonegate, C herryhill Orchards. N. of
Palm er, E.& W. of L illey, S. of
C herryhill. May 12th-15th 9am-5pm,
look fo r signs. Hundreds of Homes!

REFRIGERATORS $150 & up!Range,
washer/dryer $125 & up! 90 day
w arranty/deliveryiC all: (734) 796-3472

Community Garage Sale at the Links
of Northville. Beck rd. Btw 5 & 6 m ile
rds. May 12-14th 9-4p. Great Finds!
COM M UNITY-W IDE GARAGE SALE
Highland Lakes Condominium Com
plex on Silver Spring Drive, North
v ille btw. 7 & 8 mi Sat. 5/14 9-3pm
Farm ington H ills Sat 5/14-Sun 5/15 8a5p Toys, crafting, books, collectibles.
Jew elry, Cds 34698 Bunker H ill Dr.

Engineering & IT

Real Estate

M E C H A N IC A L
E N G IN E E R

B

PROFESSIONAL PAINTING
lnt7 E xt.. Work myself, free est.
Reasonable. (248 ) 225-7165

HUD Homes
These are houses to call "H O M E "
Call and see how we can help you
find your "H U D HO M E"
Century 21 Castelli 734-525-7900

new beginnings...

find a new friend... ▼
Domestic Pets

Real Estate Services

Care'*”

Adopt Me

GLEN EDEN CRYPT For 2, St. Ga-

I

Mausoleum $10,000 valued at
$briel
15;00a(248)529<
6619^^^_^_l

Oakland H ills Cemetery. 6 Crypts
Available. Can Split. Price Negotia
ble. Please call 248-804-8785.

FARM ING TO N HILLS Sub sale May 12, 13,& 14. 9a-5p., Meadow H ills
Estates. W. of Halstead, S. of 9 M ile,
V ariety of items.__________________

Furniture &
V L Household Items

Livonia - 20+ F a m ily Sale - F ri & Sat
M ay 13th-l4th 9a-3p 34283 6 M ile RD.
Across fro m Stevenson high school.

Dining Room Set-Contemp. 4 chairs
Excel cond. 42" inch round glass top
w/spirol glass base. $250. 734-524-0052

N orthville 5/13 & 5/14 9am-5pm A n ti
ques, clocks, baskets, china, 40's
chandelier, 50's Schwinn bike, wood
chipper, butter molds, spinning wheel
toys, tools & M ore! 672 Thayer Blvd.

Ethan Allen 90" camel back sofa,
$350; solid oak, 8' tall, matching book
cases, pair $150; 2 Ethan Allen swivel
rockers, pair $150; oak Lincoln rocker

exchange technologies it
__
General hands-on technical
experience desired. PT to FT.
Need to prepare drawings 8. B ill of
Materials. F a m ilia rity w ith Cadd,
cu rre n tly using Visual Cadd,
but ready to upgrade
to Solid Works if needed.
Resume: gblundy@esocinc.com
Project Development Industrial
Engineer. Design, develop, test, and
evaluate production processes,
including human work factors to
promote efficient utilization. Review
quality control, logistics and m aterial
flow, cost analysis, and production
coordination and prepare reports on
effects of proposed cost-saving
methods fo r management review.
Requires Bachelor's degree in
Mechanical Engineering and at least
one year of experience planning
m anufacturing processes for
automotive components. Experience
must include application of Eight
Disciplines (8Ds) Problem Solving,
Ishikawa Diagram analysis, and
Process Failure Mode Effects
Analysis (P F M E A ). Apply to Sigma
International, 36800 Plymouth Road,
Livonia, M l 48150. Reference Job
Code 6233.
Robert Bosch LLC seeks a Senior
Software Engineer at its fa c ility
located at 15000 Haggerty Road,
Plymouth, M l 48170. Responsible for
CSW development of all Tesla proj
ects. Acts as developer fo r diagnostic
SW. Analyze, design 8< implement
change requests fo r diagnostic SW.
Responsible fo r all activities from re
quirem ent finalization to im plementa
tion 8< testing. Coordinate w / platform
development team in Germany.
Guide 8. advise colleagues in India.
Discuss system behavior w/ the cus
tomer. Create complete SW baselines
by adding deliverables from the de
veloper team. Ensure SW changes
are integrated into the CSW error
free. Responsible fo r the testing of
SW on the labcar, maintenance of
labcar 8. archiving of the SW. Ensure
scheduled SW baselines are delivered
to the customer w/ the necessary pa
perwork. Prepare 8, deliver SW to
Bosch plants. Up to 2 days of
telecommuting. REQS: Bachelor's
degree, or foreign equivalent, in Auto
motive Eng, Comp Sci, Comp Eng, or
related field plus 5 years of progres
sively responsible, post baccalaureate
exp in a position involving CSW de
velopment. Applicant must have exp:
1. W riting SW code C programming
language; 2. Utilizing change man
agement systems; 3. Analyzing cus
tomer reqs through a requirement
management systems; 8<, 4. Utilizing
configuration management tools for
continuous SW integration.
Applicants should apply online at
www.boschiobs.com
Requisition #US57946877.____________

N O RTHVILLE - Connemara H ills Sub
Sale. 5/12 - 5/14, 8:00a-4:00p. SE of 9
M ile and Taft and W of Center.

great place to live.
Apartments & Lofts
FARMINGTON HILLS ANNGIE
APTS. FREE HEAT! 1 bdrms from
$550. 9 Mile/M iddlebelt 248-478-7489
Westland-38332 N. Hixford Place, 2 br
renov, appl, fu ll bsmt, 2 car driveway
$850/mo + $1275 dep. 734-207-3631

O ' Homes-Rent
Birm ingham , 'L ittle San Francisco'
walk to everything !$4,500, 4 bdrm, 2.5
ba, Mr.patrickmurphy@ gmail.com
Livonia - small 2 br, newly renov. No
pets. $750 + u til. Appl's Incl. Accept
ing apps. 734-260-2109, btw 10am-6pm

% Rooms-Rent
Livonia Furnished, kitchen
privileges, cable, washer/dryer, all
util. Retired male prefd. $375/mo+
$100 dep., larger room 313-680-8014
Northville or Plymouth Dwtn. 1st
week w ith full deposit. Furnished
sleeping rms. Newly decor. $95/wkly.
Sec. Dep. 734-355-6453 or 248-305-9944

Chevy 08 Impala LT white 4 d r Excel
lent conditon 112k mi. new
tires/brakes $5300 734-646-5342

EN H A N C E YO U R AD
W IT H A P H O T O
You can add photos to your classified
ads to show what you are selling, in
addition to ad copy. Ads w ill appear
whenever you want them to run, un
der the classification you choose. The
cost fo r the photo w ill be $10, plus the
cost of the ad copy based on the num
ber of lines used. E m ail or m ail your
3x5 or 4x6 photos. Call for addresses.
Photos w ill not be returned. Prepay
ment required/no refunds. To place
your ad & get more info call :
M IC H IG A N .C O M
O b s e rv e r & E c c e n tric
800-579-7355
Mon. thru F ri., 8:30-5pm
Some restrictions may apply

E x c e lle n t
C o n d it io n

NOVI- HUGE HUGE GARAGE SALE
44489 M ID W A Y DR. N. off 9 m ile btw
Taft & Novi rd. Dunbarton Pine Sub.
Follow Signs. Thurs-Sat May 12 - 14th
8:30a -5p.________________________

C A R A trf,
NOVI - Jamestown Green Subdivision
Wide
Thur: 9-5, F ri: 9-5, Sat: 9-5, F u rn i
ture, Sporting Equipment, Kids Toys
& Clothes, Musical Instruments, An
tiques, Yard Equipment, Computer
Games 8< Accessories and M ore., Dir:
Off 10 M ile Road, between Novi Road
8< Taft, across from the Novi Civic
Novi - North H ills Sub. Garage Sale,
Center St at 9 M ile. 5/12 Thur-Sat.
5/14. 10am-4pm M u lti Families

Pool Cover 24ft. round in Good
condition. S80 F irm 313-587-5172
Used Medical Equip., Wheelchairs,
walkers, Hoveround, scooter, canes,
pads, diapers, bed rails, tub support,
raised toilet seat, potty chair, custom
ramps, more, Cheap,, (734)464-8030
sollyz8943@aol.com________________

Baby Grand Piano, 1965 Chickering
Baby Grand. 4'11” . Satin Mahagony
finish. $3,500.00., (248)231-4912
T I T L E C L E R K /C L O S E R
PT/FT. Misc. jobs including:
organizing storage dept, answering
phones, data entry, post closings &
errands. Room fo r growth and
advancement. M on-Fri. 8:30-5.
Fast paced T itle Insurance Livonia.
Resume: kmccarty@embassytitle.com

LO O K^

Plymouth - Thurs -Sat. May 12-14th 95p. 42500 Clemons d r. White crib, kids
toys, antique commode, collectibles,
books, fall/xm as decor, household,
glassware 8. SO MUCH MORE!

O

M u lti- F a m ily

2DAYSONLY
South Lyon, Garage, 21342 Winding
Creek Drive, M ichigan, 48178 Sat: 8
to 5, Sun: 8 to 5, V I4-5/15.
Furniture/Cabinets/Light
Fixtures/Clothing/etc, D ir: Winding
Creek Sub - Pontiac Tr. N of 8 M ile

W A Y N E - H U G E SUB S A L E Glenwood Hieghts Thurs-Sun. May 1215th 9-5. N. of M ichigan. E. of John
Hicks. S of Glenwood. W. of New-

Find
w h at
you
w ant
in
CLASSIFIED!

Healthcare-Dental

Prayer to the Holy Spirit. Holy Spirit,
you who makes me see everything
and who showed me the way to reach
my ideal. You who gave me the d i
vine g ift to forgive and forget the
wrong that is done to me and you who
are in all instances of my life with
me, I, in this short dialogue want to
thank you fo r everything and confirm
once more that I never want to be
separated from you no m atter how
great the m aterial desires m ay be. I
want to be w ith you and my loved
ones in your perpetual glory. Amen.
Thank you for your love towards me
and my loved ones. Say fo r 3 consecu
tive days without mentioning your pe
tition and your prayer w ill be an
swered. Promise to publish this pray
er. Also wish to thank Blessed Moth
er, St. Joseph and St. Jude. J.M .
Thank you St. Jude for all favors re
ceived.
_________

M ED IC AL ASSISTANT
Pediatric office in Livonia.
Exp req. approx 30 hrs/wk
734-591-0220

RN

CASH PAID or CONSIGNMENT for
Vintage, Antique & Other Valuable
Items. Single items to storage units
to entire estates. Professional,
courteous, fa ir, honest, discreet older
gentleman. I DRIVE TO YOU. Coins,
costume 8. fine iewelry, knick knacks,
m ilita ry , collections, books, toys,
stereos, instruments, ephemera,
clothing, Christmas, much more.
Richard, BSE, MBA:
248-795-0362, www.1844wepayyou.com
W ANTED: Used Fishing Tackle.
Deer Hunter 8< Successful Master Angler Patches 734-890-1047

Yard and Outdoor

f
l

Get results. Advertise in
CLASSIFIEDS!

We can sell it in CLASSIFIED!

S T

SELLIN G YOUR STU FF

IS SIMPLE
8 0 0 -5 7 9 -7 3 5 5

h o m eto w n life .co m
O b se r v e r & E c c en t r ic
h o m e t o w n l i f e . c o r

M E D IA
A GANNETT COMPANY

1
J

T H E O B S E R V E R & E C C E N T R IC M O R T G A G E M O N IT O R

NMLS#

30 Vr.

Pts.

15 Yr.

Pts.

1st Choice Mortgage Lending

138560

(734) 459-0782

3.375

0

2.625

0

Accurate Mortgage Solutions

164511

(800)593-1912

3.375

0

2.625

0

2431

(877) 234-0600

3.375

0

2.75

0

Ameriplus Mortgage Corp.

127931

(248) 740-2323

3.5

0

2.625

0

Dearborn Federal Savings Bank

399721

(313) 565-3100

3.75

0

3

0

Fifth Third Bank

403245

(800) 792-8830

3.625

0

3

0

Ross Mortgage

107716

(248) 282-1602

3.75

0

3

0

Zeal Credit Union

408356

(734) 466-6113

3.75

0.25

3

0

AFI Financial

Above Information available as of 5/6/16 and subject to change at anytime. Rates are based on a

ANTIQUES
Snapper 2014 Lawn A
33 inch, rear engine. Model 7800932.
Used 10 hrs. $1400. 248-477-3134

A

MAM
NA
ON
OO
GR
IAN
A»mTi:i>uvim

Afternoons, PT
Assisted Living
in Livonia.
Em ail resume t<
Rosemarie@manoogianmanor.com

Wanted to Buy

Intex round above the ground pool
18 by 52, Pool is a few years old, you
take down, ladder, filte r and many
more S250/best, (313)319-2131_______

F

HANDICAP M IN I VANS OVER 20
USED LOWERED FLOOR IN STOCK
10 UNDER $15,000 5751 S CEDAR ST
LANSING M l CALL RIS, 517-230-8865

DENTAL HYGIENIST NEEDED
Experienced, Monday, Thursday
and every other Saturday. Insurance
fee fo r service practice.
Fax Resume to: 248-304-1387

YARD SALE

Plymouth Township, Sub-Wide Ga
rage Sale, Thu May 12 - Sat May 14,
Lake Pointe Village Subdivision:
Between 5 M i. Rd. & Wilcox, West
of Haggerty & East of Bradner,
Stop by and browse fo r the best
stuff around!____________________

Lincoln MKZ, 2007 Sedan, 23,271
m i., 4 dr., Automatic, Pristine
cond.. Champagne ext., Champagne
int., I VIN#3LNHM28T57R663927 ,
06 Cylinders, AWD, A/C: Front,
A/C: Rear, A irbag: D river, Alloy
Wheels, Anti-Lock Brakes, CD Play
er, Cruise Control, Fog Lights,
Leather Interior, Memory Seats,
Moonroof, Navigation System, Pow
er Locks, Power Seats, Power Steer
ing, Power Windows, Premium
Sound, Rear Window Defroster, Re
mote Keyless E ntry, Sunroof, heat
ed front seats. $14,000. One Owner,
No Accidents, (248) 533-2373_______

SOLDIT
INTHE
CLASSIFIEDS

$200,000 loan with 20% down & credit score of 740 or above. Jumbo rates, specific payment
_

Home for Sale In State

M ilford Northern Michigan view. This
3 bed home sits high on a ridge for
fantastic views all season long. 2F/2H
baths. $475,900. Marc Keezer 734-3952462, 734-475-9600. #3239848 Charles
_______ Reinhart go, Realtors_______

calculation & most current rates available Fridays after 2:00 P.M. at www.rmcrepor?.cc~i.
i £ r All Lenders are Equal Opportunity Lenders. Lenders to participate call (734) 922-3032

© 2016 Residential Mortgage Consultants, Inc., All Rights Reserved
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LOCAL SPORTS

CROSSWORD PUZZLER
AC R O SS

y o u r
A

PUZZLE CORNER

L

1 Iraqis, e.g.
6 Yank’s Civil
War foe
9 "View of
Toledo" artist
16 Road sign
no.
19— Haute,
Indiana
20 Fruit eater in
21 “Naked”
rodent
22 Byronic
23 A second
time
25 When you
get there
27 Flat-topped
rise
28 Choose to
participate
30 Nosh, say
31 Like a desert
32 “Sister
Wives" airer
34 Lots of
38 Greater
than
40 President
Nixon
44 Snatch
45 RV hookup

54 Pop singer
Lovato
56 Journalist
Paula
58 Dimwit
59 Lock plates
60 Cold, cloudy
conditions,
say
64 See
77-Across
65 Declaration
at the door
66 Spock player
67 Has a printed
price of
72 Secretive
U.S. org.
73 “Since the
subject has
come u p ..."
77 With
64-Across, of
equal status
78 Olympic
skater Witt
80 Packaging
abbr.
81 Ugly beasts
83 Puppy's bite
84 “Seems
suspect to
me

gp-

46 Zilch
47 Love of
Lennon
48 What jailbirds
are behind
50 Color akin to
navy

98 Guitar great 135 See 134Across
Lofc"
IOC Botch— "
(1952 hit
DOWN
song)
1 Quark locale
101 “What— I"
2 Actress
(“He’s the
Russo
best!")
3 Oval portions
102 Balkan
4 Respiration
repub.
5 Briny deep
103 Shag, e.g.
6 Lop a crop
105 Get flushed
7 Best Musical
107 Actor
of 1980
Michael of
8 Gentle
“Star Trek:
9 Kiwi relative
The Next
10 Trotted
Generation"
11 Twilight, old108 Cowardly
style
112 Day, in Peru 12 1995 Leslie
113 Shed tears
Nielsen
115 Rap’s “Dr."
comedy
116 Arsenal
13 Long span
118 Take apart
14 Avis offering
122 “Such is life" 15 Other, in
Peru
126 One may
seek respite 16 Restorations
128 Family cat,
17 Exchanged
for the
e.g.
better?
129 Stephen,
French-style 18 Slippery sort
130 & so forth
24 Flip out
131 Huge name
26 Jail cell parts
in insurance 29 Linguist
132 Voting “yes"
Chomsky
133 Least lax
33 Testing spot
134 With
35 Osaka sash
135-Across,
36 Off-limits
poem whose 37 Slangy “OK”
first line is
39 Actress
found among
Charlotte
this puzzle’s
and others
11 longest
40 Tennis
answers
champ Andy

41 Notion about
motion
42 Charges
43 Enticed
49 Aussie miss
51 Post-WWII
prez
52 Fish-fow!
link
53 “Yes,
it's also
included"
55 “— so sure!”
57 Put a label
on
61 Second
draft
62 Pull along
63 “Laughing”
mammal
64 Greek
letter
67 Guy
keeping the
peace
68 Smidgen
69 Refrain
70 Former
71 Grappled, in
dialect
74 In the know
75 Amp (up)
76 Summers, in
French
79 Painkillers
82 Fired thing
84 Altar words
85 Carpooling
lane abbr.
86 Misleading
sort
87 Apple debut
of 2010

88 Person
with a pet
pooch
. 89 No longer
fazed by
PC Editor’s
mark
91 Pin-ons
worn by
staffers
95 Not refined
96 East ender?
97 Repents of
99 — Lankan
104 Not stay dry
106 Queasiness
109 Norway’s
currency
unit
110 Wails in
lamentation
111 Performs, in
the Bible
114 Virgil, e.g.
117 Indy 500,
e.g.
119 Tube fan's
punish
ment
120 Desert hill
121 ’The Good
Earth” wife
122 87-Down
user's buy
123 Suffix with
Seattle
124 Pewter part
125 In place
127 Lt. Tasha
on “Star
Trek:
The Next
Generation"

For assistance or suggestions on the Puzzle Corner, contact Steve McClellan at (517) 702/4247 or
smcclellan@michigan.com. Want more puzzles? Check out the "Just Right Crossword Puzzles" books at
QuillDriverBooks.com

SUDOKU

Here's How I t Works:

7
5
6 4

5
3

9

4

5

7

5

9 8

1 7
3

5
9
P
S
e
L
z
9
6

6
1

2

Sudoku puzzles are formatted as a 9x9
grid, broken into nine 3x3 boxes. To
solve a sudoku, the numbers 1 through
9 must fill each row, column and box.
Each number can appear only once in
each row, column and box. You can
figure out the order in which the numbers
will appear by using the numeric clues
provided in the boxes. The more numbers
you name, the easier it gets to solve the
puzzle!

2

6 9

7
6

1
9

9
e
6
9
z
8
r
P
2

HEART HEALTH WORD SEARCH
D T
C B

S F

N N

Q M
A 0

W h e t h e r y o u w a n t : -to
g e t : fit: o r
g e t: o r g a n iz e d —
s a v e m o n e y d o i n g it:
w ith
a n Q S iE M e d ia
c la s s ifie d a d !

N E H N
U N
M E

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally & diagonally throughout the puzzle.

O u r c la s s if ie d s
W O RKO UT!

CHECK YOUR ANSWERS HERE
QQQEm

BOB

LJIS0(D LjtllE

QDO

□ SB SB B SB B S SBB □ □ □ □ □
□ B E PBCH3B0D B B S BBG1SB

Z 8 6 e
l 9 P z
9 2 9 i
6 e 8
P l 9 9
6 Z 2 P
e 9 8 6
8 e l 2
9 P Z 9

9
6
8
Z
2
e
P
9
V

P
2
Z
l
8
9
9
6
e

i
9
e
P
6
9
2
Z
8

WORDS
ABDOMEN
EDEMA
ALVEOLI
ENDOCARDIUM
ANGINA
ENZYME
ANGIOPLASTY HOMOCYSTEINE
AORTA
HYPERTENSION
ARTERY
HYPOTENSION
ATHEROSCLEROSIS INFARCT
BIOPSY
ISCHEMIA
BLOOD PRESSURE
LUMEN
BRADYCARDIA PALPITATION
BYPASS
PLAQUE
CARDIAC
SATURATED
CARDIOVASCULAR SEPTUM
CHOLESTEROL
SHUNT
CIRCULATION
STENT
DIASTOLIC
THROMBUS
DIURETIC
VEIN

hometownlife.com
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LOCAL SPORTS

(WGRL)

LO W E S T P A Y M E N TS IN M E T R O D E T R O IT !!!

OPEN
9A-4P

SATURDAYS

C H E V R O L E T

2016 EQ UINO X
FW D 1LT

2016 TR A X
AW D LS
MSRP $22,695*

MSRP $27,680*

STARTING
AS LOW AS...
$16,994*

STARTING
AS LOW AS...
$21,506*

ECOTEC 1.4L Turbo 4 Cyl Engine
6 Speed Automatic Transmission
Remote Key less Entry
Steering Wheel Controls
7” Color Touch Screen MyLink
Radio
• OnStar w/4G LTE w/Built in Wi-Fi
• Chevrolet Complete Care
Included

STK# 161887

•

•
•
•
•

s1

0 9

•

•
•
•
•
•

mo

24 MONTH LEASE WITH $999 DOWN

2.4L DOHC Engine
6 Speed Automatic Transmission
Remote Key less Entry
Bluetooth for Phone
Rear Vision Camera
Aluminum Wheels

' Included* C°mP'ete ^

STK# 161506

24 MONTH LEASE WITH 5999 DOWN
N O E M P L O Y E E D IS C O U N T N E E D E D

2016 C R U ZE 1LT

2016 M ALIBU 1LT
ALL N E W
D E S IG N !

MSRP $21,995*
MSRP $26,290*

STARTING
AS LOW AS...
$17,549*

STARTING
AS LOW AS...
$21,589*
1.5L Turbo DOHC Engine
STK#161852
8 Way Power Seat
Remote Keyless Entry
Rear Vision Camera
OnStar w/4G LTE w/Built in Wi-Fi
7” Color Touch Screen MyLink
Radio
24 MONTH LEASE WITH $999 DOWN
• Chevrolet Complete Care
Included
N O E M P L O Y E E D IS C O U N T N E E D E D
•

•
•
•
•
•

$159m o

S T K # 161677

24 MONTH LEASE WITH $999 DOWN
N O E M P L O Y E E D IS C O U N T N E E D E D

2017 VOLT
5 DOOR H /B

2016 TRAVERSE
FW D LS

ALL N E W
D E S IG N I

MSRP $32,100*

STARTING
AS LOW AS...
$24,464*
3.6L V6 Engine
6 Speed Automatic
8 Passenger Seating
Powers Drivers Seat with Lumbar
Support
• Chevrolet Complete Care
Included

MSRP $34,555*

bi 161896
STK#

•
•
•
•

$ 1 7 9 , mo
24 MONTH LEASE WITH $999 DOWN

STK# 170003

• 1.5L4 Cyl Engine
• Automatic Transmission
• Power Windows/Locks
• Cruise Control
• OnStar w/4G LTE w/Built in Wi-Fi
• Chevrolet Complete Care
Included

s2

5 9

m0

36 MONTH LEASE WITH $999 DOWN

6.2 LV8 Engine
7 Speed Manual Transmission
Transparent Removable
Roof Panel
Chrome Aluminum Wheels
Chevrolet Complete Included

MSRP $42,295*

STARTING
AS LOW AS...
$32,160*
Ecotec3 4.3L V6 Engine
Automatic Transmission
Aluminum Wheels
Chevrolet Complete Care
Included
• All Star Package
• Trailering Package

STARTING
AS LOW AS...
$31,592*

2016 CORVETTE
STINGRAY 1 LT

2016 SILVERADO DOUBLE
CAB 4X4 LT

•
•
•
•

• 1.4L Turbo Engine
• 6 Speed Automatic Transmission
• 7" Color Touch Screen MyLink
Radio
• Remote Keyless Entry
• Rear Vision Camera
• Chevrolet Complete Care
Included

STK# 161202

S T A R T IN G
A S L O W A S ...

$ 1 6 9 ,/MO*
24 MONTH LEASE WITH $999 DOWN

serrachevrolet.com

FIND

ROADS

M SR P $66,175*

s5 4 , 4 5 2 ‘
N O E M P L O Y E E D IS C O U N T N E E D E D

CHEVROLET

C H E V R O L E T ^ ' , 1^ 7

“OUR SHOWROOM IS OPEN LATE
FOR YOUR CONVENIENCE”
Monday thru Thursday 9:00 AM - 9:00 PM
Friday 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM
Saturday 9:00 AM - 4:00 PM

ON TELEGRAPH • NORTH OF 1-696

CLICK

m nvB
SHOP 24/7 AT
SERR ACH EVR 0LET.C0M

| SERRACHEVROLET.COM | 888.375.8695

All applicable rebates have been included in the starting as low as Pricing & Payments. All Payment & Pricing options are plus tax, title, plate, DOC and CVR tees w ith 10,000 miles per year and include the GM Competitive Lease Program with approved tier A1 Credit. A Security deposit might
be required, a disposition tee is required at lease end. Pictures might not represent actual vehicle and you must take delivery by Saturday 5/21/16.0% financing tor 60 month w ith available with approved credit on select models. Limited quantities are available at the advertised prices.
GM Employee discount is required (or the Traverse, Volt, Silverado's.

B10

(WGRL)

hometownlife.com
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NOWATTHESHORR!
CREDIT NOT
REQUIRED FORA

90 DAY

OPTION
Seestorefordeta

M A R IN E SP E A K E R S , S U B S & M O R E !

M A R IN E R EC E IV E RS!

M A R IN E A M P S & M O R E !

WATER
RESISTANT
FOR MOTORCYCLES
OR BOATS
I

■Built-in Bluetooth ‘ M arine o r m o to rs p o rts ‘ W ate r
resistant ‘ Sirius ready. KDX33MBS/2279

^ockfbrdfbsqato.

3

6.5" E M E U
COAXIAL
SPEAKERS

^

0 Bluetooth
DIGITAL MEDIA EE0E RECEIVER

—

r - '”

M fg. List $ 1 4 9 9 5

SQ Q 95

WHITE RUBBER
E K H E B ANTENNA

■<M 0652/7056
A d ju s ta b le ba se f o r t o p o r

$7095

M fg. List
$119.95

#

s id e m o u n tin g s u rfa c e s .

$3.

M R A N T I2 W /2 I5 7

* 0 PAIR

Universal
10" MARINE
SUBWOOFER

FOR MOTORCYCLES
OR BOATS

(M H E R cd

0 Bluetooth

receiver with bluetooth

•C h a rg e s iP o d /iP h o n e ‘ A n d r o id U S B
m u s ic c o n t r o l ‘ S ir iu s /X M rea dy .
K M R D 3 6 5 B T /2 2 6 2

M fg. List $179.95

E m E B

Radio Cover

175 w a tt s o f p o w e r.
M X 10 1B 3/73 18

$14Q 95

M fg . List
$2 29 .9 5

•W a te rp ro o f ‘ Fits around a single
D IN receiver. B K M C K 2 00 0W /2 30 4

$169"

^ fa

[ j s(

$3995

$1095

Rockfordfbsqak?
6.5" 2-WAY
[M 3 E B
SPEAKERS

DIGITAL
MEDIA RECEIVER
•2 .7

c o lo r d is p la y ‘ B u ilt-in B lu e to o th

• B lu e to o t h a u d io s tre a m in g *IP X

6

f r o n t p a ne l. P M X -2 /2 3 1 3

0 Bluetooth

M fg . List
$ 3 2 9 .9 5

4 CH. CLASS D
FULL-RANGE [ f f l M l
AMP

•120 watts of power.
MX6S0-CCX-CG-WH/725I

c e r tifie d

*249"

*199

M fg . List
$2 2 9 .9 5

JjmMSSMMUR

I

• I 0 0 w a tt s p e r c h a n n e l‘ l2 dB

M fg . List

o c ta v e filte r . M 4 0 0 /4 /1 4 7 9

$4 4 9 .9 5

$299s5

.M O n E ...M IC K tY .H A S .B R A N O .N A M t.A U u lO .S O L u T IO N S

0 Bluetooj

Tockfcldfbsqalt?

HX AMPS

Speaker Adaptor Kit
for CCIiIM?03ME@5li!]
•Molded fo r Harley-Davidsort fairings. PMSA65/7087

M fg. List
$29.95

A '

$2 i95

BLUETOOTH
STREAMING!

AMPLIFIED MOTORCYCLE
SPEAKERS WITH BLUETOOTH

a It

SKHLIfy Stereo
Install Kit
99-9600.7549
M fg . L is t
$59.95

am plifier. M C 4 2 0 B /I0 7 I

sggss

M fg . L ist
$149.95

E O M H M S anip

• For Select Harley-Davidson Bikes • Corrosion Resistant brass
alloy posts for higher current transfer • Pure leadplates keep battery
chargedfor longer. SPX925HD/I748

•B lu e to o th audio stream ing *2 channel

$3995

HX 4-CHANNEL
CLASS D FULL RANGE

M W FACTORY
REPLACEMENT BATTERY

M fg . L is t
$299.95

•280 w a tts *2 0H z-20 K H z freq ue ncy
response. H X 2 8 0 /4 /1 1 1 8

>19995

M fg . L is t
$279.95

>19995

IN -D A S H DECKS7 S P R IN G IN T O A GREAT DEAL!

INSTALLED

KENWOOD

INSTALLED\

A M /F M M edia Player

A M /F M C D Player

• B u ilt-in B lu e to o th A P T -X ‘ P a n d o r a /iH e a r t/

F r o n t a u x in p u t ’ R e m o te c o n tr o l

P h o n e /D r o id ‘ S iriu s re a d y .K M M B T 3 l5 U /2 4 2 4 ;

M P3 p la y b a c k . D E H - I5 0 M P /2 I 2 I

$6995

M fg . List
$109.95

IN ST A LLED

r J V C l A M /FM CD Front
j f i a H H USB And Aux In
■ Receiver

$8995

0 Bluetooth

Pton

INSTALLED

A M /F M CD
With Bluetooth
USB c o n tr o l iP o d /iP h o n e ’ P a n d o ra c o n tr o l

’ B u ilt-in B lu e to o t h -S in u s re a d y

H a n d s fre e callin g . D E H - X 4 8 0 0 B T /2 0 5 7

K D R 8 7 5 B T S 2 0 33

0 Bluetooth

Mfg. List
$149.95

$10995

0 Bluetooth

Mfg. list
$149.95

$12995

S P R IN G * r o a d . t r i r s l

TOUCH

TOUCH
SCREEN
0 Bluetooth

0 Bluetooth

0 Bluetooth

fu v c
6.2” DVD/CD Touchscreen
with Built-In Bluetooth

7" DVD Flipout
with Bluetooth
•Touch screen ’ Full iPod/iPhone control *USB
and SD ports ‘ Front aux in. #2874

TOUCH
SCREEN

TOUCH
SCREEN,

0 Bluetooth

0 Bluetooth

Apple CarPlay
6.2” DVD Touchscreen
with Bluetooth
NAVIGATION & APPLE CAR PLAY

JENSEN

'KENWOOD

AM/FM 6.2" DVD Touchscreen AM/FM DVD
with Built-In Bluetooth
Built In Navigation

•3 p r e o u t 4 .0 v o lt ‘ Sirius rea dy ‘ W o rk s

•T o u c h s c re e n ‘ P a n d o ra c o n tr o l

w ith pa n d o ra . ‘ B lu e to o th au to m a tic

• iP h o n e /A n d r o id c o m p a tib le . # 2 1 8 8

pair. # 2 0 5 5

$179"

*
s p e a k e r s ~A m p l i f i e r s a n d s u b s

•iPhone/iPod control • 6.2" touchscreen
•Front USB/ front aux input. #2475

A p p le c a r p la y ‘ B u ilt-in B lu e to o t h ‘ D u a l
U S B .# 2 0 6 3

2 2 9 "
~

x$279"

k e e f l y o u r ~c a r ' b u m r i n :!Z

ftxkfbrdfbsqate
2 Channel
Amplifier

4 Channel
160W X 4 Amplifier

250 Watt Mono
Block Amplifier

75w x 2/l50w xl. R150X2/I496
Mfg. List $199.95

$99"

•B ass b o o s t *2 o r 4 o h m sta b le

1X250/1/1704

X 4 5 0 -4 /1 1 1 0
M fg . List $3 19 .9 5

M fg . List $ 2 4 9 .9 5

6-1/2-Inch 3-Way
Coax Speakers

6" x 9" 3 Way
Speakers

•300 W a rn . KFC1665S/7482

•I30 watts. RI69X3/7072
Mfg. Usl $99.95

Mfg. List $69.95

$149"

Amplifier
& Sub Pack
350 watt amp *2 10’ subs. PWI020/7630
M fg . List $1 99 .9 5

sggss
A
$ 9%

*19"
$2 M

ZBACK-URICAMERAS'F.OR'SAFET.Y!.

Universal
Rear View
Camera

2-3 BUTTON
REMOTE
ALARM

SAM
Back Up

■Guidelines. TD-CAMTW
O/4/2109 License Plate Camera
Mfg. list $119.95

$£095

•Guide lines. TDCAMBAR/2110

$0095

ROYAL OAK 25920 WOODWARD AT 10 7 MILE 248 398 7204
WARREN 32912 VAN DYKE AT 14 MILE
5869798894
LIVONIA 27819 PLYMOUTH RD W OF INKSTER. 734 425 4646
FARMINGTON HILLS 30724 GRAND RIVER
248 473 8200
ROSEVILLE 29241 GRATIOT '/a MILE N OF 12 MILE.586.7778660
ST. CLAIR SHORES 22500 HARPER S OF 9 MILE 586 771.7620
FT. GRATIOT/PORT HURON 4124 24TH AVE (M-25) .810.385 4880
GARDEN CITY 33775 FORD RD.....
734 237-5002
'Free Installation Offer includes normal installation with
purchases made at Mickey Shorr. A basic materials fee

•Shock sensor •Kill
switch *6 tone siren
•Warn-away ‘ Lim
ited lifetime warranty.
3I00L/I2I9

20N E
BUTTON
REMOTE
STARTER

A

•1500 ft. range ‘ Light Flash
•Lifetime warranty. #1996
SI99 6

$79"

|VO C M
$1f9lis
7995'
$12995
Hue
f INSTALLED•

•1,200ft. range. *Zone-2 impact sensoM
•Fault-proof starter kill ‘Limited lifetime
warranty *6-tone siren. SI03L/I824
$

1

X

0

9

5

$499.95

INSTALLED
•Vehicleswilhiocloiytecurilysystemsmayteat
-----------

CANTON 43729 FORD RD W. OF 1-275
734.981 7770
KEEGO HARBOR 3335 ORCHARD LK RD
248.682.1600
TAYLOR 14270 S TELEGRAPH N. OF EUREKA........ 734.946.4174
WATERFORD 5420 HIGHLAND RD (M-59 ............. 248.673.4970
LINCOLN PARK 3377 FORT ST.............................. 313.383.9434
SALE
ENDS GRAND RAPIDS 3300 EASTERN AVE. AT 33RD........616.241.5897
5/18/16 PLAINFIELD (GRAND RAPIDS) 4061 PLAINFIELDNE. .616.363 1106
DETROIT 15270 GRATIOT S OF 8 MILE.
313 526 3799
A M IC H IG A N C O M P A N Y . FAMILY O W N E D A N D OPERATED SINCE 1967.
D257
FINANCING & LAYAWAY AVAILABLE • LIFETIME INSTALLATION WARRANTY • TRADE-INS TO SAVE
STO RE H O U R S :
YOU MORE* WE INSTALL CAR STEREO, AlARMS & STARTERS FREE* SAME DAY, EVERYDAY!

CKEY S H O R R

M O B I L E E L E C T R O N IC S

‘ Bring in any competitor's advertised or unadvertised deal, and w ell beat it. Offer applies to factory authorized resellers.

of $4.99 applies. Additional parts, extensive labor and
extensive materials fee extra. Prior sales not included.

VIPER
2-REMOTE
STARTER
& ALARM SYSIjEj

SEE OUR WEEKLY SPECIALS AT W W W .MICKEYSHORR.COM

MONDAY ■FRIDAY S A M - 8 PM
SATURDAY 9 A M - 5 :3 0 PM.
CLOSED SUNDAY

A C A D E M IC A L L - S T A R P R O G R A M H O N O R S
O U T S T A N D I N G H IG H S C H O O L S T U D E N T S
he 2016 Observer & Eccentric Academic AllStar Team represents the most accomplished
students from public, private and parochial
schools in Oakland and western Wayne coun
ties.
This year’s team has 27 students and 10 of them
posted 4.0 grade-point averages in high school and
perfect ACT and/or SAT scores.
Another 15 students are honorable mention and
their scores are separated in most cases by a mere
fraction of a point. All of the students profiled here
are examples of academic excellence. This year’s
team represents the top 1 percent of students who
take the ACT and SAT tests.
The students nominated represent the top high
school scholars in southeast Michigan, according to
the judging panel.
This year’s section is made possible by the Observ
er & Eccentric in cooperation with our major partner.
Madonna University. Based in Livonia, Madonna is
committed to teaching, scholarship and service.
Other community partners include Community
Alliance Credit Union, a section sponsor, and Parkside Credit Union, the essay sponsor.
Judging the team were Dan Willenborg, principal
of Livonia Franklin High School, and Charlie Holler
ith, principal of Bloomfield Hills High School.
They have been part of the program for more than
a decade. The principals met in March to review the
applications. The All-Star Team is selected solely on
academic achievement in academic subjects and SAT

T

THE JUDGES

Hollerith

Willenborg

or ACT test scores.
For the fifth consecutive year, one all-star will
receive a $500 scholarship awarded by Parkside
Credit Union for an essay on financial responsibility.

The scholarship winner will be announced Friday,
at the awards breakfast at Madonna University.
The 2016 All-Star Team:
» The 10 students who tied for the No. 1 ranking
(in alphabetical order) are: Yannis Bi, Northville High
School; James Jahns, Churchill High School; Ean
Maloney, Catholic Cenrtal High School; Zachary Obsniuk, Churchill High School; Jason Ren, Canton High
School; Elizabeth Sullivan, North Farmington High
School; Sreeram Thirupathi, North Farmington High
School; Claire Wang, Country Day School; Claire
Westerlund, Groves High School; and Zhao (Joe)
Zhang, Country Day School.
» The remaining members are (in order of finish):
Anjali Roychowdhury, Cranbrook Kingswood; Sruthi
Sundar, Plymouth High School; Sam Inloes, Cran
brook Kingswood; Jarrett Black, Bloomfield Hills
High School; Paul Chamberlain, Plymouth Christian
Academy; John Dolan, Groves High School; Hugh
Flynn, Brother Rice High School; Jhuree Hong,
Bloomfield Hills High School; Margaret Kondek,
Harrison High School; Benjamin Levin, International
Academy; Alexandra Mertz, Marian High School;
Katherine Robertson, Northville High School; Shriharimurthi Bhaskaramurthi, Farmington High School;
Daniel Evans, Seaholm High School; Zain Khera,
Canton High School; Bogdan Manga, International
Academy; and Riley North, Brother Rice High School.
Read more about the team and other outstanding
nominees, their college choices and career dreams
and the teachers who influenced them in this section.

YANNIS BI

EAN MALONEY

JASON REN

N o rth v ille H igh School

C ath o lic C en tra l
H igh School

C an to n H igh School

Yannis Bi is a resident of
Northville. Among the col
leges he is interested in are
University of Michigan,
Princeton, Columbia and
Duke. “My potential fields of
study are economics, phar
macy and business. Right
now my likely profession is
pharmacy. “I hope to go into
a career that is related to math and I’ve been
looking into pharmacy and economics.”
Yannis was co-founder of the math club,
played clarinet in band and was a member of the
National Honor Society. He also participated in
Math Olympiad and was a varsity player on the
tennis team. His academic honors include AP
Scholar with Distinction and National Merit
Scholar semifinalist. Yannis said the teacher who
had the biggest influence him was William Kin
ney. “He taught two of my math classes, honors
geometry and honors calculus 2. Since math is
my favorite subject, we naturally bonded.”
His parents are Xuanjing Zhou and Shuxin Bi.
He has a brother, Jonathan, 18.

JAMES JAHNS
C hurchill H igh School

James Jahns is a resident
of Northville. He will attend
Michigan State University
with a dual major in mathe
matics and computer sci
ence.
“I want to complete gradu
ate school and ultimately find
a career that allows for both
contribution and Innovation
within my field."
Academic honors include: National Merit
Finalist, AP Scholar with Distinction and Honor
Roll. Extracurricular activities include: robotics
team, after school volunteer at Grandview Ele
mentary and many math competitions such as
MMPC, AMC, MML, SML and ARML.
The teacher who influenced him most was
Mike Vasich, English, Frost Middle School. “He
showed me the value of creative writing and he
made literature engaging. His class was intrigu
ing and his way of teaching was refreshing and
unorthodox.
His parents are Christine and Jason Rhines
and the late Jim Jahns. His siblings are Brandon
Rhines, 17; Casey Rhines, 20; and Catherine
Jahns, 19.

Ean Maloney of Canton
plans to attend the Univer
sity of Notre Dame to study
mathematics and statistics
or science. Ean said he’d like
to return to Detroit Catholic
Central to teach some day.
“My goal is to become a
secondary education teacher or college professor,”
he said. “I enjoy mathematics, particularly statis
tics, so those are the classes I would like to teach. I
really love Catholic Central so my dream is to be
able to teach there after college. I am, however,
open to whatever opportunity comes to me. If
being a teacher is not possible, I have also consid
ered working in the business world in a mathematically-intensive position.”
Ean said the teacher who had the greatest influ
ence on him was quiz bowl coach and former world
history teacher Ben Herman. “After being around
him for four years, I have come to find his hard
work, enthusiasm and genuineness inspiring. We
traveled all over the countiy for quiz bowl so I
spent much time with Mr. Herman. I have learned
about how he gets up at 4:30 a.m. to prepare for
class and grade assignments. He spent the sum
mer writing lectures and preparing to teach AP
history for the very first time. His devotion to
teaching and the sacrifices he makes show me how
to approach whatever I do in my career with ex
citement. He has demonstrated how hard work
impacts those we serve in our jobs.
Ean’s extracurricular activities are Detroit
Catholic Central academic team, Our Lady of Good
Council Life Teen, PB&J ministry at OLGC
Church, National Academy of Future Scientists
and Technologists. Ean’s academic honors include
National Honor Society, Sociology and AP English
language academic awards, Gabriel Richard
Award and National Merit Scholarship Finalist.
Ean’s parents are Joseph and Kerry Maloney
and his brother is Aaron, 14.

ZACHARY OBSNIUK
C hurchill H igh School

Livonia resident Zachary
Obsniuk plans to major in
math. Zachary is deciding
between University of Mich
igan and Michigan State
University and is still wait
ing to hear from Harvard,
Stanford and Massachusetts
Institute of Technology. He
plans to pursue an advanced degree that will lead
to a research career.
He either wants become a mathematics profes
sor or put his skills to use in an economically stable
industry related to math or computer science. His
academic honors include National Merit Finalist
and Presidential Scholar nominee. He was a mem
ber of FRC Robotics Livonia Warriors, Plays tuba
in band, marching band, Livonia Youth Symphony
and the Michigan Youth Philharmonic. He was also
in Boy Scouts Troop 1382 (working on Eagle rank)
and was on Varsity Quiz Bowl.
The teacher who had the greatest influence on
him was Joel Meloche, biology. “He has given me a
greater appreciation of science as a whole and has
encouraged a good work ethic while also being a
fun and engaging teacher.”
Zachary’s parents are Glenn and Kathleen Obs
niuk.

Jason Ren is a resident
of Canton Township. He
has been accepted to the
University of Michigan
and is waiting to to hear
from Harvard University,
Stanford University, MIT,
Princeton University, Yale
University and the Univer
sity of Pennsylvania.
Jason plans to double major in computer sci
ence and business. “My short-term career goal is
to get accepted into my dream school, Massachu
setts Institute of Technology. There my plan
would be to double major in electrical engineer
ing and computer science and management. I
also intend to play varsity soccer. My ultimate
career goal is to start my own successful busi
ness whether right out of college or after some
work experience. I am fascinated with computer
science so my business will most likely be techrelated and the work experience would be as
well.”
Jason’s academic honors include U.S. Presi
dential Scholars candidate, National Merit Schol
arship finalist, National Merit Scholar, AP Na
tional Scholar, AP Scholar with Distinction, Mich
igan Math Prize Competition Top 100, MHSAA
Scholar Athlete.
Extracurricular activities include: President
of the National Honor Society, co-captain of the
high school soccer varsity team, co-captain of the
high school math Olympiad team, club travel
soccer, pianist with over 50,000 views on YouUibe.
Jason wanted to recognize several teachers.
Ms. Nicole Willett, AP English language, was
first on his list. “She has had a great influence on
me as a teacher. Ms. Willett is passionate and
charismatic. She always went the extra step and
made class interesting. As a person, she is ex
tremely caring and understanding. When I re
turned to school after several weeks off due to
multiple lung collapses, she was always doing the
small things that often get overlooked, asking me
how my day was going or how I was feeling. She
emphasized that I should take as long as neces
sary to catch up — she truly cared about my
well-being as a person.
“Ms. Karen Ludema and Ms. Rebecca Craft
have also had a great influence on me. In addi
tion to teaching me AP calculus during my soph
omore year, Ludema has supported me as the
adviser of math Olympiad. Ms. Kraft has greatly
helped me develop as a leader during my senior
year through my independent study. Through no
other experience have I developed the same
practical management skills and made as much
of a tangible difference in my community.”
His parents are June Ouyang and Feng Ren
and he has a brother, Brian Ren, 21.
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ELIZABETH
SULLIVAN

SREERAM
THIRUPATHI

N o rth F a m in g to n
H igh School

N o rth F a rm in g to n
H igh School

Elizabeth Sullivan is a
resident of Farmington
Hills. So far she has been
accepted to the University
of Michigan, Calvin Col
lege and Clemson Univer
sity. She’s waiting to hear
from Duke, Vanderbilt, Northwestern, Yale, Penn
and the Massachusetts Institute of Technology.
“I plan to study engineering and complete
both a bachelor’s and master’s degree. Engineer
ing combines three of my passions — curiosity
about creation and technology, talents in math
and science and the desire to improve people’s
lives. Interdisciplinary fields such as material
science and biomedical engineering currently
interest me the most. I plan to explore these
fields in college and choose a major and career
that will prepare me to create new technologies
in order to directly impact people’s lives.”
Academic honors include: National Merit
Finalist, Madame Curie Award, AP Scholar with
Distinction, AP biology department award, math
ematics department award and an invitation to
apply for the presidential scholars program.
Extracurricular activities include: Marching
band, varsity softball, piano, National Honor
Society, brothers and sisters in Christ Church
Orchestra.
She mentioned two teachers as being influen
tial. The first is band teacher Michael Yoskovich.
“He is the teacher I respect most for his engag
ing teaching style, breadth of knowledge and
application of philosophy to the classroom into
our lives. He is also the most demanding teacher
and coach I know. His high expectations encour
age me to strive for excellence in everything I
do."
The second teacher is Peggy Najarian, biology
and chemistry. “Ms. Najarian is passionate about
about both sciences and helping students learn
and grow. Learning in her class was a pleasure
because she is diligent and organized a variety of
activities that helped us understand the material
more deeply.”
Her parents are Tim and Cindy and she had a
brother, Timothy, 13.

Sreeram Thirupathi lives
in Farmington Hills. He will
attend the University of
Michigan to study mechan
ical engineering or aero
space engineering.
“I want to work as an
engineer for NASA, space X or similar company
and help advance our understanding of the uni
verse through my work,” he said. “I also hope to
do humanitarian work and fix problems like
water filtration in areas of need.”
His academic honors include Michigan Math
Prize Competition top 100, math department
award, science department award. His extracur
ricular activities include: Robotics team, boys
tennis team, National Honor Society, Mayor’s
Youth Council of Farmington, Model UN, nature
park volunteer, physics club.
Sreeram wanted to honor teachers going all
the way to elementary school. Catherine Cast
erline helped him learn computers in elementary
school. Jon Vondrasek helped him with science in
middle school. In high school, he said teachers
Susan Szeged, Michael Bause and David Ruehl
all played key roles in nurturing his interest in
math and science.
Of Ruehl, Sreeram said: “I learned from him
that nothing is too complex or too hard if the
right effort is given and even it seems pointless
or impossible, I shouldn’t give up on my dreams.”
His mother is Sabitha Lakshminatusimhan
and his father is Sridhar Thirupathi. He has a
brother, Vikhram Thirupathi, IS.

CLAIRE WANG
C o u n try D ay School

Claire Wang lives in Far
mington Hills. Claire has
been accepted to the Honors
College at the University of
Michigan, but is also waiting
to hear from several other
schools.
“I hope to major in either
molecular and cellular biolo
gy or comparative litera
ture,” she said. “I plan to pursue an M.D./Ph.D.
dual degree. Following my undergraduate educa
tion I hope to become a physician/scientist so
that I will be able to conduct clinical research
work with patients and teach medicine simulta
neously."
Academic honors include Intel International
Science and Engineering Fair Finalist, National
Council of Teachers of English certificate, Supe
rior Writing Scholarship for best all-around from
the Association of Chinese Americans, National
Merit Scholarship Finalist, National AP Scholar
with Distinction. Her poem, “Alabaster,” was

published in Teen Ink magazine. She also won a
University of Chicago Book Award and partici
pated in the Michigan State Science and Engi
neering Fair.
Extracurricular activities include: editor of
Spectrum literary magazine, varsity girls hock
ey, prostate cancer research University of Michi
gan Medical School, freelance writing club, hock
ey and skating coach, volunteer for YMCA,
Gleaners Food Bank and DCD student ambassa
dor.
The teacher who had the big influence on her
was AP biology teacher Dr. Marc Fazio. “I first
met Dr. Fazio at his AP biology class during my
junior year. I had heard stories about him being a
quirky teacher and I soon fell in love with the
class. I still remember distinctly the day he per
formed his notorious 'phospholipid’ dance to
teach us about the fluidity of cell membranes.
What I didn’t realize at the beginning of junior
year was that Doctor Faz would become more
than just a teacher to me. He would also become
a close friend, a second father of sorts. As I re
flect on our relationship through the past two
years, I cannot imagine how I would have made
it through without his friendship and wisdom. He
stuck by me through the highest of highs and the
lowest of lows. He taught me to have faith in
things working out in the end.”
Claire’s parents are Zhenwen Wang and Xinlan Shi. Her brother is Collin Wang, 14.

CLAIRE
WESTERLUND
G roves H igh School

Claire Westerlund lives
in Beverly Hills. She plans
to attend the University of
Michigan or University of
Notre Dame and is in
terested in the health sci
ences. She hasn’t declared
a major.
“I’m undecided about my future career path
but regardless of my chosen field, I want to have
a positive impact on the lives of others.”
Academic honors include AP Scholar with
honors, National Merit Commended Student,
Math Con National Math Competition, seventh
place, scholar athlete award.
Claire’s extracurricular activities include
cross country, soccer, symphony orchestra, Na
tional Honor Society, DECA, Grove’s big brother
big sister program, St. Joseph Mercy Oakland
hospital volunteer, Habitat for Humanity, Susan
G. Komen volunteer, tutor.
Ms. Christina Marentette, Honors and AP
Physics teacher, had the biggest influence on
Claire. “She is an exceptionally understanding
teacher who understands student struggles in
this difficult subject area. She is willing to help
students anytime of the day. She inspired me to
become a better student.”
Her parents are Patrick and Kathleen West
erlund and her sister, Katie, is 15.

CHANGING LIVES
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STUDENTS GIVE TO FLINT IN WATER CRISIS
When Reverend Jesse Jackson called for a “Massive Demonstration” over the
Flint Water crisis, more than 25 Madonna students and staff answered the
call. They not only raised more than $600 in cash and bottled water for Flint,
the group traveled to Flint for the demonstration. They assembled with over
500 others at the Metropolitan Baptist Church in a peaceful protest of the
public health disaster that left Flint residents unable to drink the water.
Kevin Finch, a Madonna senior, felt his participation in the March was a
way to show compassion to the people of Flint. “The March provided me an
opportunity to learn ‘from’ a crisis, rather than about’ a crisis.”

DEMAND GROWS FOR FORENSIC SCIENCE GRADS
Currently, Madonna University is the only school in Michigan to offer a bachelor’s
degree in forensic science accredited by Forensic Science Education Programs
Accreditation Commission (FEPAC). The University has several articulation
agreements with community colleges that make transfering to Madonna seamless.
These agreements offer a unique opportunity for students interested in a career in
forensic science, said Jodi Lynn Barta, Ph. D., associate professor in biological and
health sciences and director of Madonna University’s forensic science program.
“We have an active forensic science research facility here at Madonna, which also
provides students access to experiential learning in research and development,”
Barta said.
“Employers now are asking for forensic science technicians who have received a
degree from a FEPAC-accredited program. We can provide our students with the
tools they need to be successful in their field,” Barta said.
Students coming to Madonna from another college will enter the pre-forensic
program as soon as they transfer. Upon successful completion of the introductory
survey course in forensic science, they are eligible for acceptance into the program.
Forensic Science is a burgeoning field. According to the Bureau of Labor and
Statistics, employment of forensic science technicians is projected to increase,
growing six percent from 2012 to 2022. Scientific and technological advances are
expected to increase the usefulness, availability, and reliability of objective forensic
information used as evidence in trials. In addition, the use of forensic evidence in
criminal proceedings is expected to expand. More forensic science technicians will
be needed to provide timely forensics information to law enforcement agencies
and courts.
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2016 ACADEMIC ALL-STARS

ZHAO (JOE) ZHANG
C o u n try D a y School

Zhao (Joe) Zhang is a
resident of Windsor, On
tario. He has applied to
MIT, Harvard, Princeton,
Stanford, Cal Tech and the
University of Pennsylva
nia. He has already been
excepted to the Univer
sity of Michigan.
“I would like to major
in mechanical engineering or economics,” Joe
said. “I hope to have a profession relating to
those two fields. I would like to work on engi
neering projects that challenge the limits of
human understanding. I want to be able to apply
my knowledge and economics to bridge the gap
between scientific products and discoveries and
mainstream society.
“I would like to conduct research to make a
new breakthrough in engineering or technology.
Ultimately I want to leave my mark in the world
and contribute to the betterment of human
kind.”
Academic honors include: Michigan Mathe
matics Prize Competition Top 100, American
Invitational Mathematics examination qualifier,
Dartmouth Book Award, Bausch & Lomb Hon
orary Science Award, National French Contest
Laureate, summa cum laude.
Extracurricular activities include: Honor
Council, Science Olympiad, Science Bowl, Lead
ership Council for Track and Field, Varsity Ten
nis, Super Science Saturday Volunteer, peer
tutor at the upper school.
The teacher who had the greatest influence
on him was Mrs. Gillian von Seeger, freshman
biology. “She introduced me to high school sci
ence and the way she went about conducting her
class left an indelible mark on me. She taught
with such enthusiasm and care for our well
being and influenced me to be more interested
in pursuing the sciences.
“Mr. Ross Arseneau, my math teacher
throughout high school, influenced me in many
ways, through coursework, Science Fair mentor
ing and advising in general. He has motivated
me to challenge myself in all things and do the
best that I can. He has also been so helpful
whenever I’m not sure of the concept or just
need to a pointer or two.”
His parents are Zhibua Zhang and Liping
Dang. His sister is Qi Zhang, 25.

ANJALI
ROYCHOWDHURY
C ra n b ro o k K in g s w o o d

Anjali Roychowdhury
is a resident of TVoy. She
plans to attend Stanford
University and most likely
pursue a BS in mechanical
engineering. She will then
further her studies in
aerospace engineering
with the long-term goal working on space ex
ploratory missions.
She’s currently robotics team club president,
captain of the rowing team, on Model UN, a
tutor at Kabir’s Prep, a medical intern and re
searcher in nanotechnology.
Her academic honors include Strickland
writing award, foreign language award, Marion
Goodale Marsh Scholar, a McCaul Endowment
for Research.
The teacher who most influenced Anjali was
Betsy Lamb, director of robotics. “She has real
ly inspired me to pursue all of my goals and be
confident and comfortable with myself,” said
Anjali.
Her mother and father are Jyotika and Ranajit Roychowdhury.

SRUTHI SUNDAR
P ly m o u th H ig h School

Sruthi Sundar is a resi
dent of Canton Township.
She has been excepted to
University of Michigan
college of engineering and
is waiting to hear from
other schools as well. She
is considering a career in
either electrical or bio
medical engineering.
Extracurricular activities include varsity
swimming, Bharathanatyam (Indian) dance,
varsity Plymouth Science Olympiad, cafe Michi
gan math Olympiad student teacher and Micore
volunteer. Academic honors include National
Merit Finalist and Presidential Scholar nominee.
She mentioned two teachers who influenced
her during high school: Molly Culligan, AP
world history. "It was the most difficult class I
ever had to take,” said Sruthi. “She prepared me
for the rest of high school and taught me how to
take risks.” Jeffrey Boykin, human body sys
tems, was also influential, she said. “ He had a
unique teaching style that pushed me to be curi
ous and go beyond basic expectations. He gave
me a passion for biology.”
Sruthi’s parents are Mina Gala and Sundar
Kumak. Her sibling is Sneha Sundar, 14.
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SAM INLOES
C ra n b ro o k K in g s w o o d

Sam Inloes lives in
Huntington Woods. He is
currently considering
MIT, Harvard University,
Princeton University, Yale
I
University, Columbia,
Cornell, Stanford Univer
>
sity and University of
Michigan.
Sam wants to study
computer science, mathematics and physics. He
wants to become a successful engineer and be
able to use his math and science skills to give
back to the community.
Extracurricular activities include math club,
science and engineering club, student council,
quiz bowl, Wayne state lab research, MIT
launch summer program finalist and cross
country Academic honors include the BoschLomb Medal, MMPC top 100 in the state, Marga
ret Avery Auger Scholar.
The teachers who most inspired him were
Daniel Lorts, an enthusiastic physics teacher
who first showed him what the subject could
provide and Sanford Hertz, a passionate geom
etry teacher who first inspired him to learn.
His parents are Melanie Myers and Daniel
Inloes. He also has a sister, Emma Inloes, 12.

JARRETT BLACK
B lo o m fie ld Hills
H ig h School

Jarrett Black lives in
Bloomfield Hills. He plans
to attend University of
Michigan business school
for undergrad and then go
to Duke University Divin
ity school. After that he
plans to become a pastor
and start his own church in North Carolina.
He’s in Boy Scouts of America and has
earned the rank of Eagle Scout. He is also a
member of National Honor Society, is on the
boys varsity tennis team and has taken a mis
sion trip to Haiti. Jarrett also volunteers at his
local elementary school. He earned AP scholar
with distinction.
Jarrett said his English teacher, Mrs. Vanessa
Thompson, was the biggest influence on him.
“She taught me how to write with passion and
how to view the world. Her class helped me
become who I am and helped me grow.”
His parents are Debra and Steve and he has
one brother, Mitchell, 21.

STUDENT FILMMAKERS WIN AWARDS
The work of talented Broadcast and Cinema Arts students was
honored recently by the Michigan chapter of the National Academy
of Television Arts and Sciences. Nancy Boyd, of Highland, Joseph
Calhoun, of Clarkston, Shayne Cahill, of Novi, and Kelly Surmann,
of Commerce Township, received Michigan Regional Student
Production Awards. Madonna students were nominated for 13
awards this year.
Boyd garnered two awards: one for directing Madonna University
Lip Dub 2015, involving the campus community, and one for a short
form non-fiction film Eating Disorders. Calhoun and Cahill won in
the public affairs/community service category for We are the Friends
o f the Dearborn Animal Shelter. Kelly Surmann took the student
production award for her work a short form fiction film depicting
Edgar Allan Poe’s poem Annabel Lee.

FIRST-EVER STUDENT SENATE ELECTED
Madonna University students made history when the first-ever Student Senate was sworn
into office April 15, 2016.
Madonna President Michael Grandillo, Ph.D., swore in Senate President Thomas Martin
and Vice-president Stefanie Papasoglu, (pictured above, back row, far left) who in turn gave
the oath of office to 22 additional students. As a whole, the Student Senate will represent
student-athletes, organizations, school spirit, the University’s various colleges, and many
more subgroups; several other students are senators-at-large.
The Student Senate provides the opportunity for all segments of the student body to have
a voice on issues affecting them.
Madonna BCA students with their NATAS awards:
Nancy Boyd, Joseph Calhoun and Kelly Surmann.

After the Inauguration, Martin and Papasoglu spoke to the gathered students, faculty and
staff. They shared their enthusiasm for leading the student body, and their appreciation for
the support they received from the campus community.

FIRST-EVER STUDENT SENATE ELECTED
Giving leaders the skills to lead other leaders, is the aim o f Madonna’s new Education Specialist degree in
Educational Leadership, Ed.S. The program provides the preparation for pursuit o f a future Doctor of Education
(Ed.D.) degree. Expected to attract aspiring superintendents, school principals, central office administrators,
special education administrators, department chairs and other school district leaders, the program meets Michigan
Department of Education standards for central office-level administrators. It also incorporates an expanded
knowledge of the unique leadership characteristics within special education. The small class sizes at Madonna,
enable professors to offer a mentor/mentee relationship and “shoulder-to-shoulder” support.
To best accommodate school administrators’ schedules, the program is offered in hybrid format, with a combination
of face-to-face and online classes once per week. The program includes 10 courses taken over two years, for 30
total credits. The program also focuses on strategies to promote success for all students, i.e., those living in poverty,
those with special needs, or those whose first language is not English. Visit madonna.edu/grad to apply.

Education Specialist program co-directors Jill
Robinson and Toad Symington

NEW GERONTOLOGY AND BEREAVEMENT CERTIFICATES FOR NURSES
Faculty in the College of Nursing and Health and the Graduate School have developed two new certificates for nurses
to add to their credentials and boost their careers. The post-master’s APRN Gerontology certificate will prepare the
Advanced Practice Registered Nurse to care for older adults. The program is three or four courses that can be completed
in one calendar year.
The graduate certificate in Bereavement: Trauma, Loss & Grief is designed for nurses, social workers and chaplains.
This nine-credit certificate can be completed in one calendar year, and will help you develop skills to assist individuals
and families dealing with traumatic loss and grief.
Those interested in learning more about these certificates, should contact the Graduate School at grad@madonna.edu
or 734-432-5739, or attend the Graduate School Open House, Thursday, June 23, between 5-7 p.m., in room 2102
of the Main Academic Building at Madonna’s Main Campus in Livonia.
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PAUL
CHAMBERLAIN

JHUREE HONG

P ly m o u th C hris tia n
A ca d e m y

Jhuree Hong lives in
Bloomfield Hills. She is
considering University of
Michigan and is waiting on
some other schools. Jhuree
plans to study biology and
psychology, but is undecid
ed on a profession. “I want
to go in the science direc
tion,” she said. “I’m going towards the pre-med
route, but I’d like to the decide for sure in college.”
Jhuree is a talented musician who plays violin in
the Detroit Youth Symphony Orchestra and plays
chamber ensemble. She has volunteered for Habi
tat for Humanity and was president of that group.
She’s captain of her Science Olympiad team and
captain of her color guard team. She also in the
National Honor Society, Model UN, link crew, and
volunteers at the Novi Autism. Jhuree is also on
the track and field team and volunteers at church.
Her academic honors include: AP scholar with
distinction and Michigan Math Prize Competition
finalist.
The teacher who most influence her was Dennis
Kwasny, AP biology and AP chemistry. “He helped
me realize my interest in the sciences and helped
me develop academically and as a person.”
Jhuree’s parents are Tae and Yoon Hong. Her
sibling is Ahree Hong, 15.

Paul Chamberlain lives
in Canton Township.
Among the schools he’s
considering are University
of Michigan, Johns Hop
kins University and Calvin
College. “I plan on double
majoring in biochemistry and German with the
hopes of becoming a doctor, researcher or bio
medical engineer.... I want to contribute to soci
ety with a career in science.”
Academic honors include valedictorian of
Plymouth Christian Academy, one of 39 winners
of the American Association of German teachers
study trip to Germany, one of 14 national finalists
in the international German Olympiad. He also
garnered a Gold Award for distinguished
achievement on the American Association of
teachers of German Level III national German
exam. Paul also won the highest achievement
award in pre-calculus, British literature, band,
AP US government, and German for 2015.
He volunteered for the Red Cross blood, Sal
vation Army, Gleaners food bank, and helped
children with disabilities play baseball through
the Miracle League of Plymouth. His extracur
ricular activities include varsity boys cross coun
try, boys track and field, National Honor Society,
German club, Calvary Baptist Church praise
band, Michigan Philharmonic Youth Orchestra,
Delta Epsilon Phi and student council. Paul also
found time to play Franz the butler in the “Sound
of Music.”
He cited two teachers who inspired him dur
ing his days at Plymouth Christian Academy.
“Emily Carlson inspired me to love German and
helped me become fluent. David Murray helped
me rise to the challenge and equipped me to
solve calculus problems with confidence.”
Paul’s parents are Donald and Kristin Cham
berlain. He has two sisters, Joy, 15 and Grace, 13.

JOHN DOLAN
G roves H igh School

John Dolan is a resident
of Beverly Hills. He has
been accepted to the Hon
ors College at the Univer
sity of Michigan. He has
also applied to Duke,
Northwestern, Princeton
and Stanford.
“I plan to pursue a ma
jor in mathematics and
statistics by attending an honors math program
wherever I attend college. After attaining an
undergraduate degree, I plan to continue my
education in graduate school, culminating with a
Ph.D. Although I have no specific career in mind
once I finish my education, I want to find a ca
reer that allows me to work with my peers using
math to create innovative solutions to real-world
problems.”
His academic honors include National Merit
Finalist, AP Scholar with Distinction, Michigan
Interscholastic Press Association, third place
award for news analysis, National Honor Society,
Michigan Math Prize Competition finalist, sixth
place among juniors at mathCON national com
petition.
Extracurricular activities include: Big Broth
er Big Sister at Groves, tutoring, Michigan Math
League.
Among the teachers of influence were: Mr.
Stuart Kane, algebra two teacher. “Mr. Kane not
only allowed me to take two math classes my
freshman year, he encouraged me to take two
math classes my sophomore year too. He pushed
me to challenge myself and achieve the most I
could in math.”
The second teacher of influence was Ms.
Christina Marentette. “Ms. Marentette, my phys
ics teacher, is brilliant. She loves to discuss my
future plans and offers advice based on years of
studying math and science. I go to her when I
need information or advice on a college class or
on the latest scientific discovery such as grav
itational waves.
He also mentioned Mrs. Jennifer Hoinka,
Spanish teacher. “She knows about my love of
math, she challenges me to balance my educa
tion. Because of her encouragement, I also excel
in Spanish.”
His parents are Lory and Ben Dolan and his
siblings are Courtney, 15; Brendan, 14; and Mi
chael, 10.

HUGH FLYNN
B ro th e r Rice H igh School

Hugh Flynn is a resi
dent of Bloomfield Hills.
He plans to study pre-med
and is choosing among
University of Notre Dame,
Northwestern University,
University of Michigan
and Boston University.
“I would really enjoy
being part of the field of medicine,” he said. “I’m
not sure in what area I would like to work but the
human brain really interests me. People with
mental illness inspire me to look toward this
career path because their struggles make me
want to help them in anyway I can. A dream job
of mine will be working at Children’s Hospital. I
am also interested in creative writing and criti
cal thinking."
Academic honors include National Honor
Society, Spanish Honor Society, Scholastic all
Catholic Award, National Merit Finalist, class
co-valedictorian, AP Scholar Award. He played
baseball at Brother Rice and intramural sports.
He traveled to Peru for a week of service, volun
teers at the annual St. Hugo rummage sale, was a
tutor at The Student Connection and a junior golf
ranger at Lincoln Hills Golf Course.
Hugh said teacher Kelly Katz, who taught
geometry with trigonometry and calculus, was
the person who made the biggest difference.
“Ms. Katz has a way of teaching that can make
the most confusing topics extremely clear. Her
classes are the perfect balance of learning and
fun. She’s one of the nicest people in school and is
truly looking out for her students’ best interest.”
His parents are Michael and Debra Flynn and
his siblings are Elle, 21, Denny, 19, and Brendan,
16.

B lo o m fie ld Hills
H igh School

MARGARET
(MAGGIE) KONDEK
H arrison H igh School

Margaret (Maggie)
Kondek lives in Farmington Hills. She is selecting
among University of Mich
igan, Johns Hopkins Uni
versity and Duke. She
plans to major in biomedi
cal engineering.
“After receiving my bachelor’s degree, I hope to
continue my education to receive a master’s de
gree and then begin work as a biomedical engineer
in research.”
Maggie was an AP Scholar with Distinction, she
was on varsity cross country, varsity track, student
council, Science Olympiad, HOSA and a member
of the National Honor Society.
She listed Stephen Dail as a teacher who influ
enced her most. “In AP physics, he taught every
one to work hard and proved that it paid off.”
Her parents are Deborah and Joshua Kondek.
She has a sister, Paige, 20.
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ical research, particularly in the field of genet
ics.”
Katherine was a National Merit Finalist, AP
scholar with honors, summa cum laude, Amer
ican Association of Teachers of French Le Grand
Concours Silver Medalist. She was also a mem
ber of the National Honor Society and French
Honor Society.
She said the teachers who influenced her were
Karen Motz, French and Karin Nelson, biology.
“Madame Motz helped me discover my pas
sion for learning foreign languages, I used to be
extremely intimidated by the idea of learning
one language let alone three, but she has shown
me that not only is it possible, it is extremely
rewarding. I will always cherish her kindness
and support.”
Of Nelson, Katherine said: “Mrs. Nelson
showed me how interesting it is to learn how
living things ‘work’ and in particular awaken my
passion for genetics. She is extremely knowl
edgeable about all areas of biology and was al
ways willing to answer my questions. Although
there are others who have influenced me as well,
these two teachers are very special to me.”
Katherine’s parents are Dr. John and Janet
Robertson. She has one brother, Will, 12.

SHRIHARIMURTHI
BHASKARAMURTHI
F a rm in g to n H igh School

Shriharimurthi Bhaskaramuthi of Farmington
Hills will attend University
of Michigan and is planning
on studying a electrical
engineering and computer
science.
He’s a member of the
National Honor Society, lead programmer for the
robotics team, varsity player for quiz bowl, var
sity tennis player, bass section leader for the
concert choir. He also helps tutor underprivi
leged children.
Academic honors include Michigan Math
Prize Competition Top 100, National Merit Final
ist and AP scholar. As far as career goals, Shriha
rimurthi wants to become an electrical engineer
and hopefully start his own company someday.
The educator who had the largest influence on
him was math teacher Mark Azeez. “He was very
influential because he was very supportive of me
even as I was the youngest kid in his class.”
His parents are Bhaskar and Lalitha Bhaskaramurthi and he has one brother, Ram, 24.

DANIEL EVANS
S e a h o lm H igh School

BENJAMIN LEVIN
In te rn a tio n a l A ca d e m y

Benjamin Levin lives in
Bloomfield Township. He’s
awaiting word from Am
herst, Brown University,
Harvard University, Middlebury College, Vassar
College, Wesleyan Univer
sity, Williams College and
Yale University. His likely
fields of study are sociology, anthropology and
philosophy. His career goal is to affect positive
social change as a human rights lawyer or labor
activist.
Extracurricular activities include Groves varsi
ty soccer, Vice President of the Black Student As
sociation, Students for Human Equality, Spanish
Honor Society, National Honor Society, Groves
varsity basketball, Hispanic outreach at Auburn
Elementary. He was an organic farm volunteer at
Oakland University and volunteer at the Michigan
United Immigrants Rights Advocacy Center. Aca
demic honors include Swarthmore College book
award, National Merit Scholarship Finalist and
summa cum Laude, 2015.
The teacher who most influenced him was Rob
ert Uhelski, history, for sinking deep into his sub
ject matter and insisting on both the inherent value
of studying history and history’s relevance to our
daily lives.
His parents are Mary Freeman and Andy Levin.
His siblings are Koby Levin, 22; Saul Levin, 20; and
Molly Levin, 10.

ALEXANDRA MERTZ
M a ria n H igh School

Alexandra (Lexi) Mertz
is a resident of Beverly
Hills. She plans to attend
the University of Notre
Dame to study environ
mental engineering and
international affairs. Her
long-term goal is to be
come an engineer.
“I want to create solu
tions for the water crisis both locally and through
out the world,” she said. “I want to ensure every
one has access to clean water.”
She was salutatorian and received the Marian
Academic Achievement Award. She was on the
Archdiocese of Detroit All Catholic Academic
Team and earned the the College Board AP Scholar
Award.
Lexi's extracurricular activities include Marian
senior retreat leader, Powder-puff football, varsity
bowling, National Honor Society, Spanish Honor
Society, volleyball coach of Saint Regis JV,-volley
ball coach at Michigan Intensity Club. Lexi also
took a mission trip to Nicaragua to build bath
rooms for school and taught English to young chil
dren.
Her parents are Darrin and Jacki Mertz and she
has two sisters, Katie, 16 and Danielle, 9.

KATHERINE
ELIZABETH
ROBERTSON
N o rth v ille H igh School

Katherine Elizabeth
Robertson lives in North
ville. She will attend the
University of Michigan
Honors College. Katherine
will major in biology and
minor in French and will also study German and
Russian. Her goal is to attend medical school. “I
plan to either practice medicine or conduct med

Daniel Evans is a Bir
mingham resident. He’s
been accepted to Univer
sity of Michigan and Miami
(Ohio) University. He lists
possible majors as political
science, international rela
tions and economics.
He was one of three
Seaholm juniors to partici
pate in the National Council for teachers of Eng
lish writing contest and ended up earning the
highest certification of superior. He earned a
silver award in LeGrand Concord Friends Com
petition, AP Scholar with Distinction, National
Merit Commended Scholar and a member of the
National Honor Society.
Daniel was on the policy debate team and he
delivered a Ted talk at the inaugural youth con
ference in April 2015. He also served a term as a
student representative on the city of Birming
ham’s multi-modal transportation board and
placed first in the chapter regional and state
competitions of the Optimist International Ora
torical Contest.
Daniel hopes to pursue a career in a field that
deals with public policy or international affairs.
Possibilities include policy analyst for the gov
ernment working in the State Department or
becoming a foreign service officer.
“My experience living abroad in Europe for 10
years has guided me towards this area of work. I
have a desire to become engaged in the process
of facilitating US involvement in matters on a
global scale.”
He listed two teachers of influence. “French
teacher Richard McMullan impressed me with
the seemingly infinite wisdom in all imaginable
areas. Being an avid fan of shows like Jeopardy,
the amount of things he knew about everything
was astounding.”
His creative writing, debate and forensics
coach, Peter Shaheen, also made the list. “I am
always amazed at the investment Mr. Shaheen
makes in the students he worked with closely by
staying hours after school and dedicating week
ends to traveling to tournaments. I am convinced
had it been anyone else I would not have been
able to have the success I have had in those ac
tivities.”
His parents are Jill and David Evans and his
sister is Sarah, 15.

ZAIN KHERA
C an to n H igh School

Zain Khera is a Canton
Township resident. He
plans to attend the Honors
College at University of
Michigan-Ann Arbor,
Wayne State University or
the University of Pitts
burgh to study neurosci
ence, philosophy and histo
ry. He wants to major in neuroscience, then go to
medical school to specialize in neurosurgery or
ophthalmology
He is a volunteer at the surgery center at
Beaumont hospital, he coaches for the elemen
tary school science Olympiad, and he’s event
captain for Science Olympiad. His academic
honors include Science Olympiad state medals,
AP Scholar and HOSA regional medal.
The teachers who most influenced him are
Scott Milam in math and Mike Ziolkowsky in
history.
His parents are Saqib and Roheela Khera. He
has one sibling, Zaki Khera, 12.
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BOGDAN MANGA
In te r n a tio n a l A c a d e m y

Bogdan Magna is a resi
dent of Troy. Potential col
leges include University of
Michigan, Princeton, Har
vard, Massachusetts In
stitute of Technology and
Carnegie Mellon University.
He plans to study mathemat
ics and physics with the goal
of becoming a university
professor with a research position.
Bogdan’s extracurricular activities include
Science Olympiad, math club, honors science
and he was also an Eagle Scout with the Boy
Scouts of America. Bogdan also plays violin in
the International Academy Symphony Orches
tra. He is also a member of the Spanish Honor
Society and participates in Hispanic outreach
ESL tutoring at local elementary schools.
He cited Mr. Robert Uheleski, history teach
er, as having a major influence on him. “Al
though history is not my strong suit, my junior
year history teacher inspired me to adopt a
critical mindset and genuinely interact with
material, which made me view history more as a
logically coherent puzzle rather than an amal
gam of unrelated facts. His passion for teaching
rubbed off on me, motivating me to overachieve

★

2016

ANDREW REED
R o e p e r School

College: Deciding be
tween University of Michi
gan and Babson College.
He plans to major in busi
ness and engineering.
Academic honors: Na
tional Merit Finalist
Extracurricular activ
ities: Soccer, Class co-president, volunteer math
tutor, volunteer for anti-bullying effort at Roep
er.
Influential teacher: French teacher Michael
McConville.
Family: His parents are John and Julie and
brother, Wesley, 14.

LUCY DEVINE

on all of my homework assignments.”
Bogdan also cited freshman Spanish teacher
Rebecca Riggs.
“She facilitated my intellectual transition
into high school by reminding me that reward
will never come without an honest effort.
Throughout my senior year, she has encouraged
me to supplement my classwork with individ
ualize practice, which combined with her sense
of humor, has helped me improve my Spanish to
the point where I can maintain complex con
versations.”

RILEY NORTH
B ro th e r Rice H ig h School

Riley North lives in
Bloomfield Hills. He is
currently choosing among
the University of Notre
Dame, Villanova Univer
sity and Boston College
with plans of studying
business.
“I plan on working in the
business sector after college,” he said. “Howev
er, I am undecided as of yet as to the specific
area of the business world I would like to enter.
I am hoping that my experiences and class se
lections in college will give me a strong indica
tion of what I would like to pursue after I gradu

CATHERINE KENZIE

JILLIAN
MATASOVSKY
L u th e ra n H igh School
W e s tla n d

College: Michigan State
University to major in
human biology. Her long
term goal is to become an
doctor specializing in
emergency medicine.
Academic honors: Valedictorian.
Extracurricular activities: Band, choir and
theater.
Influential teacher: Math teacher Mike Un
ger.
Family: Parents John and Dina and her broth
er, Emmett, 15.

PRAGATHI
PATHANJELI
H arrison H ig h School

College: Undecided, but
has been accepted to Uni
versity of Michigan, Michi
gan State University, Pur
due University and Wayne
State University. She plans
to study pre-med with the intent of becoming a
pediatrician or neurosurgeon.
Academic honors: National Honor Society,
Honor Roll, Varsity letter for outstanding aca
demic achievements.
Extracurricular activities: Student board,
soccer, student council, interact club, tutor,
volunteer at Beaumont Hospital.
Influential teachers: Chemistry teacher Kev
in Miesner and Timothy Russell, psychology.
Family: Her parents are Kishore and Shobha
and her sibling is Sahana, 14.

★

M e rc y H ig h School

College: Possibilities include
University of Michigan, Univer
sity of Illinois, Miami University
and Princeton University. She
intends to pursue a career in
engineering.
Academic honors: National
Merit Commended Scholar, Na
tional Honor Society, National French Honor
Society, Honor Roll.
Extracurricular activities: Link Leader, head
coach, girls on the run; USSF soccer referee,
forensics team.
Influential teachers: Jennifer Kreft, Kathy
Sill and Jan Wampuszyc.
Family: Parents Donna and Hugo, sister Mag
gie, 15.

College: Choices include
University of Michigan,
Michigan State University.
Purdue University. Her goal
is to become a biological
engineer.
Academic honors: AP
Scholar with Honors, National Merit Finalist,
Phi Beta Kappa Award.
Extracurricular activities: National Honor
Society, Link Leader, Violin in the DSO Phil
harmonic Orchestra.
Influential teachers: Reid Smith and Mark
Azeez.
Family: Her parents are Ram and Vandana
and her brother is Druva.

BETHANY HOEHNE
L u th e ra n H ig h School W e s tla n d

College: Concordia College
Chicago to study secondary edu
cation with an emphasis in Math
ematics. Her long-term goal is to
become a Lutheran High School
math teacher, athletic director
and basketball coach.
Academic honors: Valedictori
an.
Extracurricular activities: National Honor
Society, concert band, devotion group leader,
honors choir, basketball, volleyball, soccer,
chamber singers.
Influential teachers: Mike Unger and and
Kevin Wade.
Family: Her parents are Matthew and Jodi
and her siblings are Katie, 15, Ellie, 11, and Bekah, 11.

L a d y w o o d H ig h School

College: Selecting be
tween Michigan State Uni
versity and University of
Michigan. She intends to
become an engineer and
have a job that involves
travel.
Extracurricular activ
ities: National Honor Society, TVi-M music Hon
or Society, field hockey, soccer, orchestra, Soci
ety of Mother Angela Service Club, Yellow Rib
bon Club.
Influential teachers: Gale Schwalm, math,
and Kristena Stachura, history.
Family: Her parents are Earl and Sandra and
her brother, Joseph, is 19.

ate.”
His academic honors include, class of 2016
salutatorian, Commended, National Merit Pro
gram, AP Scholar Award, 2015 State DECA
Champion, president of the school business club
and he also received the Saint Timothy Award
for service from the Archdiocese of Detroit.
Riley was also a member of the National Honor
Society and the Latin Honor Society.
He was president of Angels’ Place Youth
Council and he also organized the Brother Rice
Varsity Lacrosse service initiative with Angels’
Place.
Riley cited two teachers who influenced him
at Brother Rice. The first was eighth-grade Eng
lish teacher Peter Kelly. “Mr. Kelly treated me as
an adult and taught me that being a good man
was just as important as having proper gram
mar.”
Physics teacher Robert Barnes was also men
tioned. “He said a great example for all of his
students to follow,” said Riley. “He walked the
walk, so to speak. He showed me that it’s possible
and plausible to balance family life, a job, a
strong spiritual life and being a good person and
role model all at the same time.”
Riley’s parents are J. Douglas and Gwen and
he has a brother, Colin, 19.
His parents are Marius and Mirela Manga.

DIPIKA
KRISHNASWAMI

CAITLIN DELEVIE

NATALIE LEITMAN
S e a h o lm H ig h School

College: University of Michi
gan Honors College with plans to
major in economics. Her long
term goal is to work at the Feder
al Reserve.
Academic honors: National
Honor Society, Excellence in
Economics Award, Honor Roll,
AP Scholar.
Extracurricular activities: Birmingham
Bloomfield Community Coalition, Seaholm Stu
dent Congress, Marching Band, Symphony
Band.
Influential teacher: Peter Smith, AP econom
ics.
Family: Her parents are Kelly and Matthew
and her brother is Joshua, 19.

ALLISON CALE
S te ve n so n H ig h School

College: Central Michigan
University with the intent to
major in biochemistry.
Academic honors: National
Merit Scholarship, Commended
Student; Kettering University
Women in Engineering Schol
arship, Centralis Scholarship, AP
Scholar with Honor.
Extracurricular activities: Chorus, Dance,
Quiz Bowl, student director of one act play, St.
Colette Youth Group.
Influential teachers: Karen Dillon, N. Scott
Sherburne and Rodney Foster.
Family: Parents Kathleen and Gordon.

SEBASTIAN MINER
C a th o lic C e n tra l H ig h School

College: Undecided. His longrange goal is to earn a master’s
degree in computer science and
work for a software company
like Intel or Google.
Academic honors: National
Merit Finalist, National Honor
Society, Scholastic All-Catholic
League, AP Scholar with Honor.
Extracurricular activities: Chess Club, tutor
to inner-city youth, Youth Advisory Council,
Co-editor of the school newspaper, World Cube
Association - he’s really fast at solving the Ru
bik’s Cube.
Influential teacher: Anthony Cornish, Latin
teacher for four years.
Family: Parents are Ross and Kelly Miner
and he has a brother, Christian, 20.
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M e rc y H ig h School

College: Harvard Uni
versity to study psycholo
gy and cognitive science.
She intends to become a
elementary or middle
school teacher.
Academic honors: Na
tional Merit Semifinalist,
Best Delegate, North American Model UN; Na
tional Catholic Forensics League Octofinalist.
Extracurricular activities: Theater, Model
UN, National Honor Society, French Honor Soci
ety, Mime Club, Forensics, International Thespi
an Society.
Influential teachers: Tess Kelly in elementary
school. Mr. Potter, middle school social studies.
Family: Her parents are Timothy and Julie
and her siblings are Tim, 20 and Penny, 12.

h o m e to w n life .c o m • M a y 2016 •

F a rm in g to n H ig h School

SWETHA
DURAISWAMY
P ly m o u th H ig h School

College: University of
Michigan to major in bio
medical engineering.
Academic honors: Nation
al AP Scholar, National Merit
Finalist, Brown Univserity
Scholar and Joyce Ivy Summer Scholar.
Extracurricular activities: Varsity tennis,
Debate Team, Destination Imagination.
Influential teachers: Ms. Joan Pence, AP
biology and honors zoology, and Mr. Richard
Mui, AP U.S. history.
Family: Parents Durai and Gayathri Duraiswamy and sibling Kirthi, 20.

TURNER MILLER
S teven so n H ig h School

College: Undecided. Longrange plans are to earn a
bachelor’s degree in chem
ical engineering and then go
on to medical school or per
haps pursue and MBA.
Academic honors: Summa
cum laude, National Honor
Society, AP Scholar with Honors, KLAA Scholar
Athlete.
Extracurricular activities: Class Council,
soccer, tutoring, youth soccer coach, Rays of
Hope - Haiti.
Influential teachers: Mrs. Wilson in kinder
garten and Mr. Barker in high school.
Family: His parents are Gary and Melinda
and he has two siblings, Mason, 14 and Owen, 11.

JACOB FLYNN
R o ep er School

College: Johns Hopkins
University to study molec
ular and cellular biology
with the long-term goal of
becoming a research biolo
gist.
Academic honors: Univer
sity of Michigan Regents
Merit Scholarship.
Extracurricular activities: Soccer, baseball,
Senior Class president, student representative
to the Board of Directors, moderator of student
government and president of the Roeper Spirit
Squad.
Influential teachers: Laura Panek and Jamie
Benigna.
Family: His parents are Kris and David
Flynn. He has two siblings, Alyssa, 19 and Na
than, 21.

ELIJAH SPENS
C la re n c e v ille H igh School

College: Undecided on a
school, but he wants to pur
sue a career in computer
engineering.
Extracurricular activities:
Soccer, Symphonic Band,
Business Professionals of
America, president of local chapter.
Influential teacher: Soccer coach Trevor
Johnson.
Family: His Parents are Richard and Laura
Spens. His siblings are Steven, 19 and Kimberly,
14.
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CHANGE LIV ES
Pursue your passion in 100 undergrad and
30 graduate programs
Work closely with professors who care
about your success
Enjoy individual instruction in small classes
Gain career experience in an internship
Expand your world by studying abroad
Have fun with students who share your
interests, via 19 sports teams, pep band,
chorale and 35 student groups
Schedule a visit soon to learn
how a M adonna degree can
change your life!

MADONNA
UNIVERSITY
36600 Schoolcraft Road
Livonia, MI 48150
Undergrad • 734-432-5339
admissions@madonna.edu

\ Grad • 734-432-5667
grad@madonna.edu
m a d o n n a .e d u

GRAD SCHOOL OPEN HOUSE
Thursday, June 23, 2016
Anytime between 5-7 p.m. • Room 2102 Academic Building
RSVP: madonna.edu/gradopenhouse or 734-432-5739
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W E S T LA N D HISTORIC AL SOCIETY

The Palace Inn was an old Nankin Township watering hole, located on Ann
Arbor Trail and M erriman. The photo was taken sometime in the 1940s.

W ESTLAN D

A LOOK
AT HISTORY
The city of Westland
celebrates its 50th an 
niversary of incorpora
tion with a day-long
party. In this special
eight-page section, the
W estland Observer
looks at some of the
people w ho've been a
part of that move
ment, the leaders and
events that shaped
history.
Inside this section,
you'll find photos from
the city's past, as well
as details of some of its
developm ent and com 
m ents from people
w ho led the city.
Enjoy!

City’s history began in Bucklin Township
LeAnne Rogers
Staff Writer

An overview photo of Westland City Hall on Ford Road, looking south. It served as Nankin Township Hall
before the 1966 incorporation as a city and was demolished last month. Note the big empty field beyond the
parking at the top of the photo. That's w ere the Bailey Recreation Center, Central City Park and Tattan Park
w ere later developed. A t the bottom of the photo, the vacant land across the street is home to the Kroger
strip center today.

All-American city still the place to be
want to raise my fam
yndon Johnson was presi
dent of the United States
ily.
It’s hard to believe
and George Romney was
the area which was
governor of Michigan. The
I
& a i
once inhabited by Pota
biggest hits of the year were
watomi Native Amer
Frank Sinatra’s “Strangers in
icans would became
the Night” and Percy Sledge’s
William
Bucklin Township and
“When a Man Loves a Wom
Wild
then Nankin Township and
an.”
would one day emerge as
“Star Trek” and “Batman”
MAYOR OF
Michigan’s 10th largest city
(the TV shows, not the movies)
WESTLAND
with more than 85,000 resi
premiered, along with the
dents.
popular “Hollywood Squares,”
It wasn’t always easy, but
but nothing was more popular
after the city’s founding fathers had
with TV watchers than “Bonanza.”
Miniskirts were at the peak of their the foresight to fight off an annex
ation attem pt by the city of Livonia
popularity as a group of dedicated
for the land that would soon encom
residents of Nankin Township saw
pass the Westland Shopping Center,
their dreams and hard work come to
Westland soon became a city. It hasn’t
fruition in the birth of a city.
looked back since.
The year was 1966 — the year
Westland was led from the start by
Westland officially became a city.
its first mayor, Thomas H. Brown,
At that time, my parents rented a
through
the late ’60s, and by Mayors
home from former state Rep. Justine
Bams on Alpena Court, which is locat Eugene McKinney and Thomas F.
Taylor throughout the ’70s. It’s note
ed in what is now known as The His
worthy that both of these intelligent
toric Norwayne District, and they
gentlemen still call Westland home
would soon bring into this world a son
who would grow up to be the mayor of and have helped with its upcoming
celebration.
this new city 40 years later.
The ’80s saw the leadership of
I am extremely proud to serve as
Mayors
Charles W. Pickering and
the eighth mayor of this great city and
Charles “Trav” Griffin, who serves
have had the honor to do so since
2007.1 love my city and I hope you see today as a Wayne-Westland Communi
ty Schools trustee. Mayor Robert J.
and feel my passion in my work. I
Thomas led the city through trem en
can’t think of anywhere else I would

L
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dous growth from 1990-2002
and still stands as the long
est-serving mayor in the
city’s history.
Sandra Cicirelli became
the city’s first female mayor
in 2002 and served through
2006 before being elected to
serve as an 18th District Court judge.
All the mayors worked with vari
ous city councils, commissions and
employees to continue to move the
city forward. While all had their own
challenges and politics to overcome,
you can still see the mark that each
made on the city, in their own way,
yet today.
Westland is now 22 square miles
and is home to 25,000 single-family
homes and more than 22,000 multi
family residences and condomini
ums. Our proud city boasts a thriv
ing local economy that has histori
cally been retail-based, but has di
versified to meet the demands of
Ford plants in nearby Wayne and
Livonia and is currently attracting
investments in the manufacturing,
medical, bioscience, cloud comput
ing and nanotechnology sectors.
Westland has long been known as
a great place to raise a family. With
plenty of clean safe neighborhoods,
award-winning police and fire deSee W ILD. Page C5

Before Westland was incorporated
as a city May 16,1966, it was Nankin
Township. But before that, the area that
is now Westland was part of the much
larger Bucklin Township.
Covering an area that included what
is now Westland, Livonia, Garden City,
Inkster, Wayne, Dearborn, Dearborn
Heights and Redford, Bucklin was
formed in 1827.
It was named for Joseph Bucklin,
credited with firing a musket in 1772
and severely wounding a British naval
captain — the first intentional and
planned attack on British forces in the
American Revolution.
Even earlier, Algonquin tribes —
Potawatomi, Ojibwa and Ottawa — met
each year at the middle fork of the
Rouge River near where it joins with
Tonquish Creek to establish hunting
territories. Today, their meeting place
is the site of Nankin Mills.
Bucklin’s namesake didn’t last long.
There was a proposal in 1829 to divide
See HISTORY, Page C5

Celebrations mark
50th anniversary
It will be an all-day celebration
Monday, May 16, as Westland cele
brates 50 years to the day since it
changed from Nankin Township to
incorporate as a city.
The festivities kick off at Westland
City Hall on Warren Road, east of
Central City Parkway, at 11 a.m. with a
ceremony that will include the open
ing of a time capsule that was buried
in front of the old city hall 50 years
ago.
There will be refreshments served
throughout the days as guests can
take self-guided tours of city hall, see
historical displays and art displays in
the gallery.
At 6 p.m., there will be the regular
city council meeting, including a spe
cial 50th anniversary recognition and
a cake.
The Mayors’ Homecoming Recep
tion will be held 7-9 p.m., with all the
living mayors invited to participate in
reminiscing about the city’s 50 years,
followed by a question-and-answer
period.
The city’s former mayors (first
Mayor Thomas Brown, namesake of
Central City/Thomas Brown Park, is
deceased) are expected to join current
Mayor William Wild at the celebra
tion.
Everyone is invited to the festiv
ities.

Westland Chamber o f Commerce Congratulates the
City o f Westland On 50 Years o f Progress and Growth
Let us Help You Prom ote Your Business, Join the Cham ber Today!

W e st l a n d

A

”

C ham b er of
C om m erce

“The United Voice of Westland Business"

Serving the Westland Business Com m unity fo r 54 Years
36 9 0 0 Ford R oad, W e stlan d M l 48 185 • 734. 326. 7222
em ail in fo @ w e stla n d ch am b e r.co m
w w w .w estlandcham ber.com

LIKE US ON Ef7

B facebook

C2

(WGRL)

hometownlife.com

0 & E Media | Thursday, May 12, 2016

C O N G R A TU LA TIO N S ON YO U R

50thANNIVERSARY

C L Y D E SMITH
F A R M S
We are proud to be part of your All American City
S T O P B Y A N D V IS IT O U R B E A U T IF U L H O M E S
T H R E E M O D E L S O P E N D A IL Y
W a y n e C o u n t y ’s # 1 S e l l i n g C o m m u n i t y
E a s y A c c e s s to S h o p & D in e D is tr ic t - L iv o n ia S c h o o l D is tr ic t

1 h e G r a n d M a p le - Starting from $260,000
4 bedrooms, 2.5 baths - 2,322 square feet
• Beautiful open floor plans with today’s latest housing
trends and designs
• Open great room adjacent to kitchen/dining perfect
for dining & entertaining
• Large mud room
• First floor office/den
• Spacious master suite with dual walk in closets
• Luxurious master bath
• Basements feature 7’10” poured concrete walls &
egress window
• Second floor laundry

T h e H a r t f o r d - Starting from $285,000
4 bedrooms, 3 baths - 2,581 square feet
• Perfect for multi-generational families
• Craftsman 3&4 bedroom floor plans ranging (1,744 to
2,581 square feet)
• First Floor Master Suite & optional Second floor
Master Suite
• Multi-purpose upstairs loft area
• Roomy, spacious basement

T h e G r e e n b r i e r - Starting from $239,900
3 bedrooms, 2.5 baths - 1,815 square feet
• Beautiful open floor plans with today’s latest housing
trends & designs
• Open great room adjacent to kitchen/dining
• Spacious master suite with dual walk in closets
• Luxurious master bath
• Basements feature 7’10” poured concrete walls and
egress window
• Second floor laundry

Sales Model Open Daily 11:00 a.m. to 6:00 p.m. or by Appointment
Sales Office: 7910 C h estn u t D riv e, W estland, M I 48185 (en tran ce off N ew burgh R oad)
F o r m o r e in f o r m a tio n c o n ta c t L is a @ lis a r @ h r s g r e e n .c o m
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Eloise remains a rich part of city’s history
Jill Halpin
C o rre s p o n d e n t

Despite origins as a
poor house serving the
indigent, Eloise’s roots
are a rich part of West
land’s background, dat
ing back more than 175
years and providing a
valuable history of a
bygone era.
The history that sur
rounds the Wayne Coun
ty Infirmary, Psychiatric
and General Hospital
Complex — most com
monly referred to as
Eloise — includes an
original 208-acre plot of
land near the intersec
tion of Merriman Road
and Michigan Avenue.
With physicians and
medical professionals
intently focused on pro
viding care and assis
tance to the needy, the
facility opened in 1839
with 35 residents. Eloise
saw dramatic growth
throughout the next cen
tury, expanding to serve
more than 10,000 people
daily at its pinnacle dur
ing the 1930s on more
than 900 acres.
Eloise eventually be
came one of the largest
public health facilities in
the United States, said
Jeffery Koslowski, a
Westland resident and
president of the Westland Historical Commis
sion.
“Eloise has a remark
able history and I think
that it is important that
people recognize that
fact,” he said. “There are
people that think of Elo
ise just as a spooky old
building on Michigan
Avenue and it is so much
more than that. We need
to erase the notion that it
was a sad and depressing
place. ”
O ne o f a k in d

In fact, Koslowski
noted, for most, Eloise
was just the opposite: A
completely self-suffi
cient community with 75
buildings housing not
only hospital residents,

but more than 2,000 em
ployees and their fam
ilies.
Owned by Wayne
County, it was the only
one of its kind in Michi
gan, perhaps the country,
dedicated to providing
care for those in need of
physical, psychological
and financial help, Kos
lowski said.
Eloise was unique,
agrees Patricia Ibbotson,
a Westland resident and
president of the Friends
of Eloise, a volunteer
preservation group
aimed at keeping alive
the memory of the in
stitution.
Ibbotson worked as a
nurse at the facility for
23 years in and is the
author of 2002 book “Elo
ise: Poorhouse, Farm,
Asylum and Hospital
1839-1984,” providing a
detailed look at daily life
at the institution and its
expansive grounds.
Within those grounds
existed a “city within
itself,” Ibbotson said: “It
was practically selfsustaining.”

FRIENDS OF ELOISE

The W ayne County Infirmary, Psychiatric and General Hospital Complex — most commonly
referred to as Eloise — includes an original 208-acre plot of land near the intersection of
M erriman Road and Michigan Avenue.

U n iq u e h is to ry

A lo t g o in g on

Although only two
buildings on the grounds
are currently operating,
at one time the burgeon
ing property included not
just a psychiatric facility,
a general hospital, an
infirmary and sanitarium
for tuberculosis patients,
it also accommodated a
farm, a piggery for pro
viding meat, a bakery
and a greenhouse, where
plants for landscaping
and maintaining the spa
cious grounds were tend
ed.
The grounds also in
cluded a tobacco-curing
barn, a cemetery, a post
office and public ser
vices such as a police
and fire department.
There were also Eloise
trolley and train stations.
“There was so much
going on at Eloise; it
really was an integral
part of the community.
Not just Westland, but

FRIENDS O F ELOISE

The staff at Eloise, circa 1963.

surrounding communi
ties as well,” Ibbotson
said, recalling a story
about an Eloise physi
cian’s wife from Wayne
who visited the grounds
weekly to ensure that
church services were
provided for interested
residents.
“This was a facility
that provided assistance
and care for many, many
people,” Ibbotson said.
“Some were long-term
residents with physical
or mental health issues,
some were short-term
patients. From the bak
ery to the farming and
the canning, it took a lot
of work to keep it going.

Eloise touched many
lives.”
The facility truly was
extraordinary, Koslowski
agrees.
S ta te o f th e a rt

At its height, physi
cians at Eloise were re
sponsible for providing
state-of-the-art medical
treatments, attracting
some of the best medical
minds in the Detroit
area. Physicians at the
facilities were pioneer
ing in many fields, he
said.
“Physicians in the

and electric shock thera
py to treat mental ill
nesses (both of which
were performed at Elo
ise), it must be estab
lished that these mea
sures were medically
accepted procedures at
that time, Koslowski
noted.
“Yes, these things
were done, but they were
done with the best in
tentions in mind,” he
said. “The physicians at
Eloise were trying to find
ways to cure people and
help them re-establish
themselves into society.”

facility were the first in
the United States to per
form X-rays for diag
nostic purposes - some
time around the late
1890s — and they were
some of the first to do
kidney dialysis,” he said.
In addition, Eloise physi
cians were among the
first the first to explore
advanced therapies for
mental health, including
music and recreation
therapies and even tele
vision therapy in the
1950s.
Although some may
tell tales of lobotomies

For longtime Westland
resident Jo Johnson,
Eloise’s history is unique
ly interwoven with histo
ry of the city of Westland, with the facility
expanding as the city
itself grew.
When Eloise moved to
the area from Hamtramck Township in 1839,
the city of Westland did
not even exist, Johnson
said.
“The area was known
as Nankin Township and
it was considered ‘the
wilderness’ by some,”
she said. “There weren’t
any paved roads - just a
lot of corn fields.” The
property and its and
surrounding area re
mained part of Nankin
Township until it was
incorporated by the city
of Westland in 1966.
After its peak in the
1930s, growth at Eloise
began to decline and
operations slowly ground
to a halt. Farming opera
tions ceased in the 1950s,
when outside vendors
began supplying food,
Ibbotson said, and the
psychiatric facility
closed in 1973, with pa
tients transferring to
other state institutions.
As Wayne County
sought to divest itself of
See ELOISE, Page C6
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The Rotary Club o f Westland is also celebrating
50 years o f service to the Westland community!

Local vendors featuring Fruits & Veggies, Plants & Herbs, Fresh Breads,
Honey, Jams, Baked Goods, Salsa, Candles, Soaps, Jewelry & more

Whileyou're shopping, enjoygreat entertainment andfood!!

Westland Farmers £sfArtisans M a rket
is made possible by the Westland D ow ntow n
Developm ent A uthority & City o f Westland.
M anaged by the Westland Chamber o f
Commerce. 734.326. 7222
^ C . W e s t la n d

Westland Farmers & Artisans Marketplace

Our current projects include scholarships for graduating high school seniors,
the Family Resource Fair at the Jefferson Barnes Vitality Center; support o f
the Salvation Army summer camps plus assistance to other local organizations.

1901 N. Carlson, Westland MI 4818S
www.westlandfarmersmarket.com * Email: westlandchamber@yahoo.com____

St . Jo h n ’s E pisc o pal C h u r c h - C o n g r a tu la te s
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50 Y ears Y o u n g !
W e ’re P ro u d t o be P a r t o f W e s t l a n d ’s H is to r y
In 1901 an Episcopal mission, named St. John's was formed in downtown Wayne.
After WWII. this part of Wayne County expanded rapidly and there was no room to
add on to the small wooden frame church. The present property at 555 S. Wayne
Road was donated by parishioners, Mr. and Mrs. Mantous Uht. On April 22, 1956,
a service for laying the cornerstone was held, by the last Sunday in November in
that same year, the new church was ready and the people held their first worship
service. St. John's has functioned as an integral part o f Westland since the city
was founded, making its facilities available for numerous community service pro
grams. It is the mission o f our parish to serve God and our neighbors through
good works and community partnerships.

Join usfo r Sunday Services - A ll Are Welcome!
8:30 am & 10:30 am
S t . J o h n ’s E p i s c o p a l C h u r c h

Opening of our pavilion at Rotary Park

Rotary is a global network of community volunteers who share
the motto of “S ervice A bo ve S e lf Join us for lunch at Joy
Manor,

28999 Joy Rd,

Westland on Thursdays at

12:15 pm

734 261-5010

Contact our membership chair, Jeff Juenemann
for more information about the Rotary Club of Westland.

555 S. Wayne Road
Westland, MI 48186
LIKE US O N

For more info call (734) 721-5023
Email: stjohnschurchwestland<®gmail.com
www.stjohnswestland.com • Follow us on Facebook

facebook
www.westlandrotary.com
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Historic Norwayne benefits from revitalization effort
B rad K a d ric h
S ta ff W r ite r

The Norwayne subdivision,
formed nearly a quarter-centu
ry before the city it now calls
home, has seen prosperous
times, survived an attempt to
raze it and come out rebuilding
on the other side.
Now activists, neighborhood
members and various volun
teers and groups are trying to
make sure that revitalization
continues — and they’re work
ing at it from the inside out.
At the heart of it now is the
Jefferson Barns Community
Vitality Center, a gem in the
middle of the neighborhood
that has long taken pride in its
history. And the man at the
center of the revitalization,
Hank Johnson, believes the
community is worth the effort.
“I know the history of Nor
wayne. I know the people who
come from Norwayne and I
know the spirit of Norwayne,”
said Johnson, president of the
Norwayne Community Citizens
Council. “We’ve made a contri
bution to our country.”
The history is as good a
place as any to start. Norwayne
was formed in 1942, a response
to the “Arsenal of Democracy”
attitude of the World War II
era. It was developed by the
National Housing Agency as
permanent housing for work
ers at the Willow Run plant,
where B-24 bombers were
being built, and other nearby
plants.
According to Johnson, peo
ple working in those plants
were “living in cardboard box
es” and other substandard
housing at the time. Nearly
1,200 buildings were construct
ed, containing some 1,900
dwellings (one- and two-bedroom row houses, two- and
three-bedroom duplexes and
two-bedroom single homes).
The plants became the
area’s biggest employers. Wil
low Run peaked at some 42,000
workers. Dormitories and
trailer parks constructed to
house the workers weren’t
enough, which (according to
papers submitted during Norwayne’s Historic District des
ignation application process)
led to the development of Nor
wayne. Norwayne was granted
its historic designation in 2012.
The initial projection for
Norwayne population was
estimated at 20,000, but never
hit that level, according to the
historic documentation. By
1958, for a federal application

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Norwayne activists say contributions from Norwayne residents like Jeff
Styers, w ho funded the boxing facility at Jefferson Barns, are instrumental
in the neighborhood's revival.

Arenac Court in Norwayne.

to the National Park Service,
population was given as ap
proximately 9,500. The pop
ulation dwindled through the
years; in 1979, it was down to
5,000.
Sprawl hit Nankin Township
in the 1950s, Johnson said, and
Norwayne began to thrive. The
neighborhood became so pop
ulous, he said, that it had not
only a positive effect on Nor
wayne and Nankin Township,
but also on business in sur
rounding areas, such as the
village of Wayne.
“It definitely had an impact
on Wayne,” Johnson said. “We
are much closer to Wayne than,
say, the Westland Shopping
Center. All of those (Wayne)
businesses were important to
families in Norwayne."
Families were also key to
Norwayne, according to for
mer Mayor Gene McKinney,
who grew up just outside Nor
wayne, in the area around
Wayne Road and Cherry Hill.
McKinney, who would later
become the second mayor of
Westland, said Norwayne’s
biggest impact may have been
on the school district.
“Norwayne was very in
strumental in the development
of Nankin Township,” McKin
ney said. “Thousands of people
came in here. It completely

falter in the 1970s,” Johnson
said. “He was the first mayor
to recognize it, and he pulled
people together to start looking
at ways to fix it.”
Now Johnson — who moved
for a time to Royal Oak, but
came home to take care of his
mother — is among the leaders
of the revitalization effort.
Much of it centers around
Jefferson Barns, the renovated
former Jefferson Elementary
School, which sits in the middle
of the neighborhood.
Wayne-Westland Schools
officials were going to close
the building and tear it down;
instead, the Norwayne commit
tee secured a lease for $50 for
50 years and have spent tens of
thousands of dollars reno
vating it.
The building now contains,
among other things, a boxing
gym, a library, a recreational
gym and various other class
rooms and facilities. The com
mittee is currently building a
Fairy Garden it hopes to open
later this year.
The effort, as Johnson is
quick to point out, is being led
by current and former Nor
wayne residents. For instance,
former resident Jeff Styres
single-handedly built the box
ing gym at Jefferson Barns.
And Michael Cayley, a Nor

changed the school district.”
Like many areas through
the ’60s and ’70s, Johnson said,
Norwayne fell on hard times.
Residents beat back an attempt
by then-Nankin Township Su
pervisor Joe Tattan to raze the
neighborhood and eventually
began the long trek back.
It took a realization of the
problem. Johnson said land
lords started being more ab
sentee in nature and “didn’t
care” to whom they were rent
ing. He said the once-proud
Norwayne neighborhood to
“being known as “Shacktown.”
But the neighborhood has
also produced residents with
great achievements. According
to Johnson, the area has pro
duced, among others, three
mayors (Tom Brown, Bob
Thomas and Bill Wild) and a
couple of state representa
tives.
“People had forgotten the
history of Norwayne,” Johnson
said. “We needed to re-educate
people. (Norwayne) people
have contributed locally and
even nationally.”
Johnson said McKinney,
who grew up just outside the
neighborhood, was one of the
first to start the effort to bring
it back.
“(McKinney) recognized
Norwayne was beginning to

wayne resident who now owns
a manufacturing company in
Chicago, is a consistent con
tributor to the revitalization
effort.
Cayley feels an affinity for
his old neighborhood, which
includes a park named for his
father.
“I wanted to help keep up
the p ark ... I drive by it every
time I go to visit,” Cayley said.
“I hope they can (revitalize).
Everyone involved is working
very hard to do it.”
The effort is working. Ac
cording to Johnson, some 47
blighted homes have been
removed. Dorsey Road has
been improved. The city of
Westland, he said, is putting
money into the community.
Johnson attributes the success
of the revitalization to current
Mayor William Wild, whom
Johnson said vowed to “move
Norwayne from the back burn
er to the front burner.”
As Norwayne eyes its 75th
anniversary next summer, one
of its native sons is happy to be
involved.
“I didn’t want (Norwayne’s)
end story to be, ‘We were beat
en up,”’ Johnson said. “It’s
important to me.”
bkadrich@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @bkadrich

After 60 years, Annapolis Park is still going strong
B ra d K a d ric h
S t a ff W r it e r

The advertisement in the
Detroit Times screamed of
opportunity and, before long,
hundreds of African-American
families were taking advan
tage of it.
It was the 1950s and De
troit’s African-American pop
ulation had doubled from some
150,000 to 300,000. Families
were looking for a place to live.
With discrimination ram
pant in the housing industry
and banks reluctant to back
mortgages for black families,
Julius Schwartz decided to
give them that opportunity.
Schwartz, a white devel
oper, and his brother William
bought some 85 acres of land
in what was then Nankin Town
ship, in the area between Hen
ry Ruff and Middlebelt, south
of Annapolis and north of Van
Born, and divided it into more
than 350 lots.
Since banks wouldn’t lend to
African Americans, the
Schwartz brothers worked
with their brother-in-law. Jack
Kellman, to form the Franklin
Mortgage Co.
And Annapolis Park, one of
the first suburban neighbor

hoods to cater to AfricanAmerican home buyers, was
born.
Reasther Everett and her
husband Arnell were one of the
earliest families to settle there.
The Everetts moved in in 1955
and still live there 60 years
later. Reasther Everett said the
move to build the black neigh
borhood was a brave one.
“They were courageous to
do it," Everett said of the de
velopers. “At the time, it
wasn’t popular.”
One of the reasons bankers
weren’t willing to offer mort
gages to black families was a
concern they wouldn’t stay
longer than five years. Accord
ing to Delores Flowers, presi
dent of the Southeast Westland
Homeowners Association,
there was also a concern the
families wouldn’t take good
care of the homes.
It’s a kind of discrimination,
Flowers said, that was preva
lent at the time. But both Flow
ers and Everett point out the
quality of the neighborhood,
still quiet and well-kept 60
years later, shows how wrong
they were.
The brick homes contained
two or three bedrooms and
cost some $11,000 in 1954; the

Annapolis Park covers the area betw een Henry Ruff and M iddlebelt, south
of Annapolis and north of Van Born.

price jumped to about $15,000
by 1957. Apparently, the fear
the homes wouldn’t be taken
care of was unfounded: Ever
ett points out her home is
worth about $80,000 today.
“(Banks) perceived you had
these black families who were
going to let it fall apart,” Flow
ers said. “We’re still here, 60

years later.”
The neighborhood has at
tracted residents of all occupa
tions, including professionals
such as engineers, teachers,
nurses and pharmacists. Some
folks have left for Hollywood;
there’s even a Marvelette (the
all-girl group from the 1960s)
in the area.

C o n g r a tu la tin g th e C ity o f W e s tla n d o n its

jy iE iy o ix i
The s ta ff o f M e n
o n t h e Move is
c o u r te o u s a n d w ill
w o r k to e x c e e d
y o u r e x p e c t a t io n s
to g u a r a n t e e a
w o n d e r f u l m o v in g
e x p e r ie n c e .
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“People come out of this
community and go on to do
other things,” Delores Flowers
said.
In the early 2000s, residents
started working on making
Annapolis Park a historic dis
trict. Residents were inter
viewed, tax records re
searched and other back
ground material collected.
And it worked: In 2006,
Annapolis Park became West
land’s first district to be listed
on the National Register of
Historic Places.
It’s a close-knit community,
no longer all African American
(though largely still). Original
residents still dot the land
scape and the children of other
original families frequently
come “home” to raise their
families.
Reasther Everett takes
pride in being the self-appoint
ed “mayor” of Annapolis Park.
She and Arnell raised five
children in Annapolis Park and
wouldn’t have had it any other
way.
“The only place I’d rather
live than living here is in heav
en,” Reasther said.
bkadrich@hometownlife.com
Twitter: @bkadrich
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Nankin native McKinney one o f W estland’s early leaders
LeAnne Rogers
Staff Writer

Former Westland Mayor
Gene McKinney got a surprise
when he recently attended a
Westland Democratic Club
meeting.
“Everyone was so polite. In
the old days, it was rough-andtumble politics — all Demo
crats and heavily UAW,” said
McKinney, the city’s second
mayor who served from 196975.
A journalist by training,
McKinney worked for a num
ber of newspapers and eventu
ally was managing editor with
Associated Newspapers, which
published the Eagle newspa
pers.
“We opposed (Nankin Town
ship) Supervisor Joe Tattan.
There was a fundraiser at the
VFW,” said McKinney, 80.
“One of Tattan’s guys threw me
out of the party. I was with my
girlfriend.”
McKinney grew up in Nan
kin Township when, as a 5year-old in 1940, his family
moved into a home on Cherry
Hill near Wayne. Cherry Hill
was a two-lane gravel road at
the time.
“My parents paid $2,000. My
mother would hate to hear me

BILL BRESLER | STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER

Nankin Township native Gene
McKinney was in the first
graduating class a t Wayne
Memorial High School and became
the second mayor of Westland.

say, it but it was a shack with
no indoor plumbing — we had
an outhouse,” said McKinney,
who lives in a second house on
the property later built for his
mother. “We were the first
house in the neighborhood with
electricity.”
McKinney and his three
siblings attended Cady School,
then went to Wayne for high
school. “I went to Wayne High
for three years and in 1953 was

felt as a newspaperman, I
could review the charter. I
didn’t plan to be in politics,”
said McKinney, who ended up
being elected to council in 1967
and mayor two years later.
Once the charter commis
sion did its work, McKinney
said he attended about 25 PTA
meetings along with civic asso
ciations in an effort to sell
residents on the charter.
The late Thomas Brown,
after whom Central CityThomas Brown Park was
named, was elected the city’s
first mayor. Like himself, Mc
Kinney said Brown was a Nan
kin native.
When he was elected mayor
in 1969, defeating Brown, Mc
Kinney said he discovered an
oversight in the charter.
“We made a real goof in the
charter. There was no time for
taking office, so you became
mayor the next day after the
election,” he said. “I walked
into city hall and they wouldn’t
even speak to me — they sup
ported Tom Brown.”
During his tenure as mayor,
McKinney said he was proud
that a fire station was built on
Palmer, a police station con
structed on Ford and that he
took steps to create civic in
stitutions such as establish

in the first graduating class
from Wayne Memorial,” he
said.
In the early 1960s, township
residents began to consider
incorporation as Livonia was
looking to grab the north end
of Nankin Township south to
Warren Road, including the
planned site of Westland Shop
ping Center.
Stories written by McKin
ney and editorials make it
clear that The Eagle was fully
in support of the incorporation
and keeping the mall, from
which the city would take its
name.
“The mall was a factor..
Livonia was taking steps to
annex the mall. (The newspa
per) wanted the Westland
Shopping Center ads,” said
McKinney, who was elected to
the city charter commission.
“Nankin Township was grow
ing so rapidly. There was no
way, in my view, that the town
ship could handle the problems
it was facing.”
Cities are able to levy more
millage for additional services,
he said, along with wanting
Westland to have its own police
and fire services.
“I thought I would run for
the city charter commission. I
wasn’t a political partisan. I

ment of a local symphony or
chestra. A building was rented
to house district court opera
tions, which had been using
city hall.
“(Next mayor) Tom Taylor
found a way to build a court —
we already owned the proper
ty,” McKinney said. “Things
kind of evolve. In my admini
stration, we started things that
had to be carried on, like that
beautiful library. I dreamed of
a Westland library. We got it
thanks to (former supervisor
and later state senator) Bill
Faust."
The biggest disappointment
for McKinney was the failure
of his road paving program,
which proved unpopular with
residents.
McKinney was also sorry to
see the recent demolition of
the old city hall — built before
the incorporation.
“Every mayor overlooked
the building being water
soaked,” he said, noting he had
written the text to a plaque
dedicating the building to the
memory of President John F.
Kennedy, who had recently
been assassinated.
lrogers@hometownlife.com
734-883-9039
Twitter: @LRogersObserver

50 years of Westland’s leaders

Thomas Brown (1966-69)

Gene McKinney (1969-75)

Thomas Taylor (1975-82)

Charles Pickering
(1982-86)

Charles "Trav" Griffin
(1986-90)

Bob Thomas (1990-2001)

Sandra Cicirelli (2002-06)

Willliam Wild
(2007-present)

W ESTLAN D HISTORICAL SOCIETY

An undated photo of Nankin Mills, located near where the Middle Rouge
River and Tonquish Creek join. On Ann Arbor Trail, it is home to a Wayne
County interpretive center.

HISTORY
Continued from Page C1

Bucklin into two townships,
Lima and Richland. Due to a
prohibition on duplicate place
names, Lima became Nankin
after the Chinese city Nanking
and Richland become Pekin
after Peking.
The changes continued as
Pekin was renamed Redford
Township in 1833, with the
southern part later split off as
Dearborn Township. Livonia
Township, now the city of Livo
nia, was established and split
off from Nankin in 1835.
Over the years, Garden
City, Inkster and Wayne in
corporated, taking more land
from Nankin Township.
“Garden City, Wayne and
Inkster took what they wanted
(of Nankin) and we had what
was left,” said Jo Johnson of
the Westland Historic Commis
sion.
There is a strip of land that
dog-legs south of Warren Road
on the east side of Merriman
that many people assume is
Garden City, but is actually
Westland.
“Hawthorne Valley was
going to put in stables and
other things on the east side of
Merriman,” Johnson said.
Early settler Marcus Swift,
an ordained Methodist Episco
pal minister, served as the first

C

addressing aging city build
ings with the recent award
winning project that saw the
transformation of a vacant big
box building on Warren Road
into a new spectacular energyefficient modern city hall that
has turned into an economic
engine for the city’s central
business district surrounding
the mall and a gathering spot
for residents with its friendly
ballrooms and meeting spaces.
And as our city ages like a
fine wine, we are also seeing
the emergence of the arts and
culture within the community
with the recent openings of an
Art Gallery at city hall and a
Community Theatre in the
former WLND Cable Building.
You can learn more about
Westland’s history by attend
ing a Special Homecoming
Ceremony at 11 a.m. May 16 at
city hall, where local digni
taries and members of the

WILD
Early settler Marcus Swift, an
ordained M ethodist Episcopal
minister, served as the first
Nankin Township supervisor.

Continued from Page C1

partments, great schools,
shopping, dining and a strong
focus on parks, senior ser
vices and recycling, current
and prospective home buyers
continue to be attracted to the
high-quality, affordable life
style the city offers. Testimo
ny to this was Wall Street 24/7
naming Westland to its 50
Best Cities to Live in Under
100,000 Population in 2015.
Westland residents have
enjoyed a resurgence in home
values following recent city
investments in Central City
Park, which includes the in
credible Farmers & Artisans
Marketplace, the H20 Zone
Splash ground and the Giant
Play Planet play structure.
Westland has also been

Nankin Township supervisor.
He also held the post of over
seer of the poor. C.D. Chubb,
a member of another pioneer
family, was the first township
clerk.
Nankin Township saw its
population grow until the
early 1960s. Efforts by Livo
nia to annex land, including
the site of Westland Shopping
Center, led Nankin voters to
approve city incorporation in
1966.
lrogers@hometownlife. com
734-883-9039
Twitter; @LRogersObserver
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SERVING WESTLAND FOR 35 YEARS

Westland Historical Commis
sion will be helping me unseal
the time capsule that was bur
ied 50 years ago. We will also
be starting to fill another that
will be buried later this year to
be opened 50 years from now.
There will also be an open
house throughout the day and
former mayors will join me at
3 p.m. for a moderated dis
cussion that will be filmed by
WLND. The Westland City
Council will meet for a short
meeting at 6 p.m. We will close
out the night with a special
Homecoming Reception, host
ed by the mayors, with free
food, music, refreshments and
a special champaign toast to
the next 50 years.
For more info, check out
www.cityofwestland.com or
Facebook.
William R. Wild is the eighth mayor o f
Westland.
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ELOISE
Continued from Page C3

the Eloise property,
buildings were razed and
the acreage was divided.
Although some land par
cels have already sold
and redeveloped, some
property remains for
sale.
B e n e fic ia l ro le

“That property in
cludes Kay Beard Build
ing, the old fire hall, the
old power plant and the
remains of the bakery,
which was victim of an
arson fire in late March,”
Ibbotson said.
Ibbotson and others
are hopeful that what
ever the fate of the prop
erty, Eloise can be recog
nized for its beneficial
role.
“Eloise played an
important role in the
community by offering
assistance and aid to

those in need in Westland
and surrounding commu
nities,” Johnson said. “I
think it deserves to be
both recognized and
remembered.”
A Westland historic
commissioner, Johnson
was part of a group re
sponsible for the state of
Michigan Historical
Marker commemorating
the site’s significance.
Johnson has also
worked with Koslowksi
and others worked to
establish the Eloise Mu
seum to house remaining
artifacts from the facil
ity. The artifacts, on a
49-year loan from the
county, include medical
bags and equipment,
cups and silverware
stamped with the Eloise
insignia and more.
The museum will be
located at 857 N. Wayne
Road on the grounds of
the Westland Historic
Village Park and is
scheduled to open some
time in late 2016.

Mayor William Wild
said that the Eloise pro
vide museum will be a
valuable addition to the
city.
“Eloise is Westland’s
oldest and most histori
cal landmark,” he said.
“Scholars continue to
research the history of
this once thriving selfsustaining city. It’s excit
ing knowing that the
Eloise Museum, which
will be located at the
Westland Historical Vil
lage Park, will open later
this year as the city of
Westland celebrates its
50th anniversary.”
Koslowski agrees.
“It is important for
people to know the truth
about Eloise,” he said.
“This was a facility that
cared for people when
society cast them out,
that baked bread to feed
people when they were
hungry and provide care
for people when they
needed it. It was a place
that helped others.”

Independent Living • Assisted Living • Memory Care

----------------------------------------►

-----------------------------------------

City o f Westland

5 0 th A n n iv e rs a ry
The Village of Westland offers senior
living at its best and is one of Presbyterian
Villages of Michigan's premier
communities.
Our 23 - acre beautiful campus offers
independent living with services, assisted
living and memory care.

FIRSTTMEVISITORS

The Village of

Westland
|£ |

A SENIOR L IV IN G C O M M U N IT Y
A Mission o f Presbyterian Villages of Michigan

Salon Hair Salon Hours
| l g

«d * Tuesday 9am .7pm • Wednesday Sara - 7pm • Thursday 9am - 7pm • Friday 9am - 7pm
Saturday 9am - 5pm • Sunday Closed | Watkins Welcome at Saranda Hair Salon

T h e V illa g e o f W e s tla n d | 32001 C h e rry H ill Road, W e s tla n d , M l 4 8 186
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35135 W Warren Rd, Westland, M l 48185 • 734-728-4834 • www.sarandasalon.com

’r&ajfyfof 5 0 t& rftu ttv & t& v u f, fo 'W e d th ztid !
We te fruutd to eewe owi patients faun, “Wa/ftte, ‘Wentiattd, tfvtdea (ftty,

Aiuatua,, 7Q.ed£o>u{ewd t&edtvt>UHMcU*t<f commueUtied,
P ro v id in g G entle a n d E ffe c tiv e C h iro p ra c tic C a re f o r the W hole F a m ily
C h ild re n & M a tern ity C a re, A cc id e n t V ictim s & S p o rts In ju rie s
IF YOU SUFFER FROM ANY OF THESE SYMPTOMS - CALL TODAY!
Most Insurances
Accepted

EMERGENCIES
SEEN SAME DAY \

•Headaches Migraines/Sinus)

Avoid surgery! FREE Spinal
Decompression Consultation

• Disc Hemiations/Bulges
■Stress

lWhatOur Pati&qtsare- Oa^-ntf:
My experience is always exceptional. Dr. Apfelblat is absolutely amazing. The staff is outstanding.
The care you receive is remarkable. I can't say enough about them! Highly recommend to
everyone! You will feel better than you have ever felt! -Laura S
Hours o f availability are great. Informed, Friendly, Professional, and very personable staff.
Doctors are genuine and remember my adjustment needs and incorporate my physical activity into
my treatment regimen. -Edgar D
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NEW PATIENT SPECIAL!

• Numbness in Arms & Legs
■Neck, Back & Hip Pain
■Fibromyalgia

am

• Sports Injuries
■Whiplash
• Arthritis
■Scoliosis
■Sciatica
■Spinal Stenosis

Dr. Apfelblat is a Board Certified
Pediatric Chiropractor.
Why trust your child’s care
to anyone else??

1 H o u r M a ssag e

With New Patient start-up appointment.
Some restrictions may apply. With coupon only.

Westland
Business Person
o f the Year
»
Recipient

“Chiropractic Care At Its Finest”
Dr. Amanda L. Apfelblat

30900 Ford Rd., Ste C (just E. of Merriman) • michirospecialists.com

DC, DACCP, BOARD CERTIFIED PEDIATRIC CHIROPRACTOR
Member of: • International Chiropractic Association
• Michigan Association of Chiropractors
• Michigan Chiropractic Pediatric Association
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Mon, Wed, Fri 9 am -6 pm • Tues Thurs 9 am - 7 pm • Sat 9 am -11 am • Closed Sun
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W ayne-W estland
Comm unity
Schools is proud
to congratulate the
City of W estland
on their 50th
Anniversary!
Wayne-Westland Community Schools (WWCS)
has a tradition of excellence. We are proud to have
a nationally recognized History Teacher of the
Year, as well as JROTC Senior Army Instructor
of the Year amongst our highly qualified and
dedicated teaching staff. Great staff leads to great
futures. WWCS proudly prepared three students
who were Gates Millennium Scholarship winners
over the past two years.
Our Early Childhood Center serves children from
zero to age five. The district offers elementary
foreign language and Talented and Gifted programs
(TAG).
High school students can choose both advanced
placement classes and earn direct college credit for
free.

We provide all day kindergarten and have before
and after school childcare available.

Our award-winning Career-Technical Center offers
more than 20 programs to high school students
including Emergency Medical Technician, Health
Occupations, Robotics, Construction Technology,
and Alternative Energies.
The district promotes high expectations for success
and provides students with a safe, caring, and
nurturing environment. Wayne-Westland students
develop the character, confidence, and values
needed to become productive citizens in a global
marketplace.
Wayne-Westland assures every student a highquality education and a jump-start on career and
college futures.

Mentors work with students to achieve their goals in
the Champions Programs at Wayne Memorial High
School and John Glenn High School.

GREAT FUTURES
START RIGHT HERE
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Wayne-Westland
COMMUNITY

SCHOOLS

Michele A. Harmala, Ph.D.
Superintendent

The John Glenn High School Planetarium was re-opened thanks
to a $60,000 upgrade funded by donations from the
Wayne-Westland community.

For more information, please visit our website
at wwcsd.net or call (734) 419-2000.
Did you know WWCSD is on social media? Keep u p -to -d a te on everything W ayne-W estland by follow ing us:

You

.com /user/W ayneW estland
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CELEBRATING 20 YEARS SERVING YOU!
The William P. Faust Public Library of Westland

6123 Central City Parkway, Westland, Ml 48185 1 734-326-6123 1 w w w j
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Home insurance
from someone
you can trust.
If you need home coverage, I can help.

John Drewniak

734 425-3800
-

Allstate
P.S. Call m e tod ay.
I’ll m ake you feel right at hom e.
© 2016 Allstate Insurance Co.

You're in good hands.

Auto Home Life Retirement
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